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Promisa The Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Western Visayas reported 

a projected 100% physical accomplishment 
for this year’s target agricultural interventions 
initiatives. 

SAAD Western Visayas capped off a strong 
year with the delivery of the machines before 
the year ends completing its target projects’ 
implementation in the priority provinces 
namely Antique and Negros Occidental. 

As of first week of November, 2021, the 
region implemented 70 projects under the 
Rice, Corn, High-Value Crops, Organic 
Agriculture, and Livestock Production and 
Enterprise Development. These interventions 
benefitted 4,727 individual beneficiaries, 
227 active farmers’ associations (FA) with 
8,650 members. 
 
There are four established associations who 
are women-led, while there are 13 FAs led 
and organized by the indigenous cultural 
communities (ICCs).

There are 163 specialized training conducted 
and benefitted 4,727 individual beneficiaries.

Financial obligation is at 81.46%, while the 
disbursement is at 65.13%.

There were already established and 
partially established enterprises in the 
seven covered municipalities, and those 
partially established will remain recipients of 
interventions from the program.

On the other hand,  the updating of the 
beneficiaries’ profiles is ongoing. SAAD 
Regional Information Officer is closely 
coordinating with the IT officers from the 
provincial office for the completion of the 
profile of all the SAAD beneficiaries from 
2019 to 2021.

SAAD Focal Person Dominador Marquez 
reiterated to work with heart in reaching 
the farmers because most likely, the 
rural marginalized farmers are first-time 
beneficiaries who will be involved. and 
tapped for a development initiative. ###



To strategize smooth project rollout,
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With its aim to alleviate 
poverty in the farming 
communities, the 

Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) 
Program provided livelihood 
interventions to seven 
municipalities in Western 
Visayas with high poverty 
incidence since 2019. To see 
the results and progress of 
project implementation, the 
SAAD Program in the region 
regularly conducts its quarterly 
assessment reviews. 

These activities, according 
to SAAD Focal Person 
Dominador Marquez, have 
been an avenue for the SAAD 
Team to assess and boost the 
performance of the Regional 
Project Management Support 
Office (RMPSO) and Provincial 
Project Management Support 
Offices (PMMSO) in Antique 
and Negros Occidental.

“These assessment reviews 
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are avenues for us to determine 
if where are we now in terms 
of project implementation. 
We identify loopholes and 
strategize on how to fill these 
gaps to ensure smoother 
rollout of projects to our farmer-
partners,” said Marquez. 

Discussed during these 
events were the physical and 

SAAD Western Visayas 
holds quarterly assessment reviews

financial accomplishment of 
SAAD Western Visayas for FY 
2021. Important issues relative 
to the procurement process 
and the project implementation 
were also reviewed.

To note, the SAAD Program 
held its 3rd Quarter Assessment 
Review in Sibalom, Antique 
on October 7-8, 2021 and 4th 
Quarter Assessment Review in 
Iloilo City on November 25-26, 
2021.

The municipalities of San 
Remigio and Laua-an in Antique, 
and Don Salvador Benedicto 
in Negros Occidental were the 
three pioneer recipients in the 
region. 

In 2020, Antique’s 
Valderrama town and Moises 
Padilla and Calatrava in Negros 
Occidental were also added 
to the pool of beneficiaries. 
Toboso in Negros Occidental 
was the latest recipient in 
2021 and Bugasong in Antique 
in 2022. ###

Personnel of SAAD PPMSO-Antique during the 4th Quarter Assessment 
Review in Iloilo City on November 25-26, 2021. Photo by: Denmark Prayco

SAAD Western Visayas Focal Person Dominador Marquez speaks during the  
3rd Quarter Assessment Review in Antique. Photo by: Denmark Prayco 

By: Christ John Gamarcha



SAAD Saga Trade 
Fair and Exhibit

W. Visayas farmers, fisherfolk showcase products in
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Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) partner-
beneficiaries from Antique 

and Negros Occidental in Region 6 
showcased their agricultural products 
in the three-day SAAD Saga 2021 
Trade Fair and Exhibit held in Iloilo 
City and Bacolod City. 

Twenty (20) associations from 
Antique and Negros Occidental 
participated in the event from 
November 10 to 12 generating a total 
combined income 

of Php 97,329.

Tigmamale Valderrama 
Irrigators’ Association, Inc. 
recorded no sales on its first 
day while Aningalan Farmers 
Irrigators Association sold all its 
products such as native chicken 
eggs and vegetables on the 
second day.

Aside from the raw produce 

such as fresh eggs and vegetables, 
manufactured products such as 
squash noodles, seaweed pickles, 
and banana chips were on sale and 
displayed.

During the SAAD Saga Partners’ 
Forum conducted on November 11, 
the following were recognized for 
having the best booths: Tigmamale 
Valderrama Irrigators’ Association, 
Inc. recorded no sales on its first day 
while Aningalan Farmers Irrigators 
Association sold all its products 
such as native chicken eggs and 
vegetables on the second day.

Aside from the raw produce 
such as fresh eggs and vegetables, 
manufactured products such as 
squash noodles, seaweed pickles, 
and banana chips were on sale and 
displayed.

During the SAAD Saga Partners’ 
Forum conducted on November 11, 

the following were recognized for 
having the best booths:

1st Place – Sebaste SAAD 
Fisherfolk’s Association,

2nd Place – Lalong Integrated 
Upland Farmer’s Association, and

3rd Place – Bugnay Valderrama 
Irrigators’ Inc.

Meanwhile, the runners up were:
Tigmamale Valderrama Irrigators’ 

Association, Inc.,
Pandanon Integrated Upland Small 

Farmers’ Association, Samahan kang 
Mangunguma kag Mamumugon kang 
Agricula, Santos Santos Farmers’ 
Association, andAningalan Farmers 
Irrigators Association.

A cash prize of Php 5,000 was 
awarded to the 1st placer, Php 3,000 
for second, Php 2,000 for third, and 
Php 1,000 each for runners up.

SAAD Regional Focal Person 
Dominador A. Marquez recognized 
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the exemplary efforts of beneficiaries 
as well as the significant contributions 
of various stakeholders. 

“I am genuinely proud of what our 
partner-beneficiaries have achieved. 
Their stories of hard workare the 
highlight of our activity,” Marquez 
said.

The exhibit served as a venue for 
SAAD partner-farmers and fisherfolk 
to promote their various products 
and improve their entrepreneurial 
skills. ###

Photos by: Denmark Prayco & Jerem de Guzman 
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SAAD SAGA 2021

DA, BFAR Western Visayas  recognizes 
outstanding farmers and fisherfolk

By: Sheryl Mae Gaylan

Photo by: Denmark Prayco

T he Department of 
Agriculture (DA) Western 
Visayas and Bureau of 

Fishery and Aquatic Resources 
(BFAR) awarded 12 Special Area 
for Agricultural Development 
(SAAD) Program farmers and 
fisherfolk beneficiaries from 
Negros Occidental and Antique 
for their exceptional project 
management during the Regional 
SAAD Saga on November 11, 
2021.

 SAAD Saga is a forum for 
policy discussions, knowledge 
exchange, and product promotion. 
This year’s edition focuses 
on recognizing the exemplary 
beneficiaries of the program. 

 Representatives from 
12 SAAD-assisted farmers 
and fisherfolk associations 
gathered during the forum’s 
highlight held simultaneously 
at Eon Centennial Plaza Hotel 
in Iloilo City and Acacia Hotel, 
Bacolod City.  The event was 
livestreamed via Facebook Live 

with participants from provincial 
and regional counterparts.
SAAD Regional Focal Person 
Dominador A. Marquez 
recognized the exemplary 
efforts of beneficiaries as well 
as the significant contributions 
of various stakeholders. 

 “I am genuinely proud of 
what our partner-beneficiaries 
have achieved so far. Their 
stories of hard work, good 
management practices and 
innovativeness are the highlight 
of today’s activity,” Marquez said. 

 For his part, SAAD 
National Program Director Myer G. 
Mula said enterprise development 
is the fruit of SAAD’s whole 
of nation program approach. 

 “For agriculture in Western 
Visayas we have already spent 
Php 162 million worth of livelihood 
projects and Php 73 million for 
the fishery. For the agriculture 
sector, we have developed 
three enterprises already. 

‘Yung nakikita namin na medyo 
sustainable sya. The others will 
come with our intervention or 
help through the assistance of 
the LGU,” said Director Mula. 
 
 Jessica Esmao, of 
BFAR Region 6’s Planning 
Section extended her 
appreciation to the beneficiaries 
for their contribution to the 
implementation of the program.

 Eleven farmers’ 
associations in the agriculture 
sector (DA) engaging in poultry, 
goat, rice, organic vegetable, 
corn production; and six groups 
from the fishery sector (BFAR) 
engaging in milkfish and seaweeds 
production were nominated.

 The said beneficiaries 
were nominated and evaluated 
at the provincial level based 
on their project management, 
accomplishments and short-
term results, innovativeness, 
and sustainability efforts.
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Representatives and presidents of farmers’ associations in Negros Occidental with their certificates and plaques during 
the awarding ceremony of SAAD SAGA Search for Outstanding Partner-Beneficiaries on November 11, 2021. Joining 
them is APCO Negros Occidental Ester Ruth Torrenueva together with personnel from OPA. Photo by:  Jerem de Guzman

After both agencies conducted 
separate evaluations, the 
following were identified as the 
outstanding beneficiaries in 
Antique and Negros Occidental:

Agriculture Sector
Samahan kang Mangunguma 
kag Mamumugon kang 
Agricula (Barangay Agricula, 
San Remigio, Antique)  
Liberato Farmers’ 
Association (Barangay 
Liberato, Laua-an, Antique) 
Bugnay Irrigators’ Association, 
Inc. (Barangay Bugnay, 
Valderrama, Antique) 

Ratanila Cluster Level 
Association (Barangay 
Tigunhao, Laua-an, Antique) 
Bungahin Irrigators’ Association 
, Inc. (Barangay Odiong, Moises 
Padilla, Negros Occidental) 
Barangay Ani-e Small Farmers’ 
Association (Barangay Ani-e 
Small Farmers’ Association) 

Fishery Sector
 Imba SAAD 
Seaweeds and Fisherfolk 
Association (Caluya, Antique) 
Poblacion Patnongon Fisherfolk 

Association  (Pantongon, Antique) 
Sebaste SAAD Fisherfolk 
Association (Sebaste, Antique)
Panas-an Small Fisherfolks’ 
Association (Cauayan, 
Negros Occidental)
Purok Santan SAAD Farmers 
and Fisherfolk Association 
(Hinoba-an, Negros Occidental 
Vito Vendors Fisherfolk 
Association (Sagay 
City, Negros Occidental)

 The winners received 
plaques of recognition, certificates 
of appreciation (finalists), and 

additional SAAD livelihood 
interventions through cash prizes.

 Each of the winning 
associations both from the 
agriculture and fishery sector 
received projects worth Php 
75,000 worth of livelihood projects. 

 SAAD’s Partners’ Forum 
in Western Visayas was the 
highlight of the three-day activity 
which also includes a Trade Fair 
and Exhibit at Robinsons’ Mall in 
Iloilo City and DA-APCO Satellite 
Office in Bacolod City. ###
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Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) 
National Director Myer 

Mula met Valderrama, Antique 
farmer leaders, inspiring them 
to build sustainable projects 
after monitoring three projects in 
Antique on November 10.

Valderrama, Antique is one of 
the Department of Agriculture 
(DA) SAAD recipients, currently 
having 20 farmer groups with 768 
farmer members.

According to DA Western 
Visayas (WV) Regional SAAD 
Focal Person Dominador 
Marquez, the municipality has 
received P17 million worth of 
agricultural interventions in 2021. 
By 2022, there shall be a Php 
13 million budget for additional 
projects identified by organized 
farmer groups.

Takas Ibangga-an-Tangke 

Irrigators’ Association is one of 
the SAAD beneficiaries for Corn 
Production with a total project 
budget of P1.3 million. This 
project was in the form of a grant, 
and farmers shall return a portion 
of their income to sustain the 
association’s revolving fund. The 
farmer-beneficiaries are looking 
forward to a higher yield of their 
hybrid corn this December.

Director Mula also visited the 
Chicken Layer Egg Production 
Project of Canipayan Irrigators’ 
Association (CIA). This project 
started last June was able to 
assist 37 active farmer members. 
He said 48 heads of ready-to-
lay-pullets and other materials 
amounting to P253, 946.00 were 
granted to the association.

“Work seriously with your 
bookkeeping and daily monitoring 
records and study on how you can 
incubate eggs to replace your old 

SAAD national director inspires Antique SAAD national director inspires Antique 
FAs to pursue sustainable projectsFAs to pursue sustainable projects

stocks. You can sell chicken meat 
later on. Always envision how you 
can make it sustainable, laban 
lang tayo!” said Dir. Mula.

CIA is one of the four farmers’ 
associations in the municipality 
that ventured into egg layers 
production. DA-WV SAAD 
reported a combined income 
of P48,117 in September, two 
months after installing the 

By: James Earl Ogatis

SAAD Program National Director Myer G. Mula (left) together with SAAD Western Visayas Focal Person Dominador Marquez
(3rd from left)lead the project monitoring and site visit in Barangay Tigmamale, Valderrama, Antique on November 
10, 2021. Tigmamale Valderrama Irrigators’ Association, Inc.’s Eggplant Production were among the projects visited. 
Photos by: DA-RAFIS 6 
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projects. They collect 50 to 60 
eggs daily; they classify small 
and medium sizes, sold at P150 
to P200 per tray.

Mula appreciated the bounty 
harvest of Tigmamale Valderrama 
Irrigators’ Association, Inc. of their 
organic eggplant. Last November 
2020, a grant of Php 348,460 for 
seeds and gardening tools was 
materialized. Another allocation of 
Php 730,800 budget was provided 
last May 2021 for the 67 active 
members of the association. He 
shared some scientific inputs to 
farmer leaders on maintaining 
good soil moisture and some ideal 
seed management techniques to 
sustain their good harvest.

Joined by Antique APCO 
Sonie Guanco and DA-WV 
SAAD Regional Focal Person 
Dominador Marquez, Director 
also made a courtesy visit to 
Municipal Mayor Mary Joyce 
Roquero.

“Look into establishing 
multiplier farms to address the 
needs of the farmers. LGU support 
is very crucial in strengthening 
sustainable association”, Mula 
added.

The municipality has 
purchased a three-hectare land. 
They now propose putting up 
a multiplier farm and installing 
other agricultural-rated projects 
to support their farmers. ###

SAAD W. Visayas conducts 2nd 
quarter coordination meetings  

To review and consider ways of addressing the issues and 
concerns on project implementation, the Department of 
Agriculture Western Visayas’ Special Area for Agricultural 

Development (DA-SAAD) conducted a series coordination meetings 
for the second quarter in priority towns in Negros Occidental and 
Antique. 

 Chairpersons and representatives of farmers’ asso-
ciations joined the meetings aimed to assess the status of 
SAAD’s interventions that complement the DA programs in 
rice, corn, high-value crops, livestock, fisheries, and organic 
agriculture. 

 Area Coordinators assigned per municipality dis-
cussed the project implementation and updated the benefi-
ciaries of the status of the 2020 and 2021 fund allocation.

 During the discussion,  beneficiaries were also orient-
ed of the training schedule for CY 2021 like organizational 
(record keeping, marketing and capability training) and pro-
duction of rice, corn, high-value crops, livestock/poultry. ###

Coordination 
Meeting 

in the 
municipality   
of Calatrava,

Negros 
Occidental on  

September 
14, 2021.    

Photo by: 
Michael 

Deve
Perez

By: Sheryl Mae Gaylan
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NegOcc couple earns NegOcc couple earns 
extra income from extra income from 
growing veggies growing veggies 
through SAAD projectthrough SAAD project

received Php 366,240 worth of 
Lowland Vegetable Production 
Project from SAAD in December 
2020. 

The couple planted their 
seeds in mid-March right after 
the harvest of their existing crops 
such as tomato and okra. 

They minimized the use of 
chemicals in their production. 
They spray the vegetables with 
a mixture of chili and coconut 
vinegar to repel insects that may 
cause harm in their garden. 

After four months of tending 
their garden, the Remontigue 
couple harvested an estimated 
1,614 kilograms (kg) of assorted 
vegetables. 

Marilou said they also sell 
their produce at the capital city 
of Bacolod or “bolante” every 
weekend during the market day 
when the demand is high. 

The couple looks forward to 
expanding their area for vegetable 
production because they realized 
that they can gain more income, 
especially now that they have 
loyal buyers of their produce. 

Marilou also plans to venture 
into value-adding activities such 
as food processing by producing 
savory and nutritious squash 
jam.### 

By: Christ John Gamarcha

Going into vegetable 
production is a rewarding 
yet challenging venture 

to take. Farmers could easily go 
out of business if the weather 
suddenly changes, or if the 
market price of crops fluctuate.  

Marilou Remontigue and her 
husband, Armando, are one of 
the farmers who put their earnest 
efforts in tending the vegetable 
production project provided by 
the Special Area of Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program. 

The couple from Barangay 
Bagong Silang, Don Salvador 
Benedicto, Negros Occidental 
earned around Php 34,980 in 
sales from their two-week harvest 
from July 5 to 16. 

“Lipay kaayo ko tungod 
productive gid ang amon ani sa 
vegetable production project nga 
gihatag sa programa nga SAAD,” 
said Marilou, a mother of five. 

Marilou, a land caretaker, leads 
54 members of the Ata Bukidnon 
Farmers’ Association (ABFA) 
established and registered under 
the Department of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE) in 2018. 

Meanwhile, Armando is an 
ABFA member and works as an 
on-call laborer. 

Aside from their usual jobs, they 
also own and manage a 2,500 
square meter (sqm) vegetable 
garden.

Marilou and the 9 first-in-
line beneficiaries of the group 

Photo by: Christ John Gamarcha

Photo by: Christ John Gam
archa
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Farming has always been 
the bread and butter of the 
residents in Barangay Lublub, 

Valderrama, Antique in providing 
families’ needs and children’s 
education. Rice is the main produce 
while other crops include banana, 
squash, cassava, sweet potato, and 
peanut. 

Due to the effects of climate change 
which resulted in a long dry spell, 
some farmers in the town were not 
able to plant rice for several cropping 
seasons in the previous years. Others 
also often lack capital for their farm 
inputs and most of them rely on credit 
for their needs. 

Mrs. Josephine Canja is a 60-year-
old mother of 5 and a full-time farmer 

Lublub elder helps community keep hunger at 
bay amid pandemic through DA-SAAD project

married to Antonio. They are tenants 
of a two-hectare land since 2002 
which they utilized and converted into 
a productive area planted with rice, 
banana, and root crops such as taro, 
sweet potato, and peanut. 

She usually earns Php 300 a week 
which is used to support her family’s 
daily needs. Antonio helps his wife 
in marketing their produce in the 
neighborhood and in the town proper. 

In 2017, she joined the Lublub 
Fresh Vegetable Noodle Maker 
Association (LFVNMA) in hopes to 
gain additional income and likewise be 
part of an inclusive group that ensures 
a hunger-free community through 
food production.  

In 2020, a team from the Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(SAAD) of the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) reached the 
municipality to validate and profile 
farmers who are included in the list of 
qualified beneficiaries based on the 
data of the municipality on poverty 
incidence. 

The group was chosen as recipient 
of SAAD’s FY 2020 Peanut Production 
Project. Their interventions include 15 
bags of peanut seeds, 5 bags of T14 
fertilizer, and 5 bags of vermicast.

After almost three months of 

continued effort on tending their peanut 
production, the group harvested about 
2,300 kilograms (kg) of peanuts in 
April. 

Each of the members has his own 
schedule of trading their produce at 
Php 33/kg at the town’s public market. 
So far, the group has a gross income 
of Php 75,900. 

To ensure the project’s 
sustainability, the group also created 
policies such as the paying scheme. 
As stated, the association will receive 
a 5% share while the rest will go to the 
members. ### 

By: Christ John Gamarcha

Photos by: Elvin Acosta
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San Remigio rice farmers San Remigio rice farmers 
increase income threefoldincrease income threefold

By: Christ John Gamarcha
In the hinterlands of San Remigio, 

Antique where development could 
hardly reach, a relatively small group 
of rice farmers sprung in Barangay 
Magdalena. Creating an inclusive 
group that would secure a hunger-
free community pushed the locals 
to build an organization which was 
later on named as Magdalena Vilvar 
Baladjay Farmers’ Association 
(MAGVIBA).

In 2008, the local government unit 
through the Municipal Agriculturist’s 
Office encouraged the MAGVIBA 
farmers to register themselves as 
an association to the Department of 
Labor and Employment (DOLE).

They eventually became eligible 
as a beneficiary of the SAAD Program 
in 2021. Prior to the provision of agri-
inputs, a series of social preparation 
activities and technical training on 
rice production were also done.

Rice production is the main source 
of income in the area cultivated in two 
different ecosystems, the rainfed and 
irrigated which allow the farmers to 
be able to produce their crop twice a 
year.  

The MAGVIBA has 30 members 
partaking in the SAAD’s FY 2021 
Rice Production Project worth Php 
335,625. They are tilling a total area 
of 12 hectares (ha) with each farmer 

having 0.4 to 1ha production area.

In March 2021, interventions such 
as 30 bags of certified rice seeds, 60 
bags of inorganic fertilizer, 15 liters of 
insecticide, 15 liters of herbicide, and 
15 liters of fungicide were delivered 
to the association. The group is also 
set to receive a hand tractor with 
rotavator within the third quarter of 
2021.

After four months of cultivating 
their fields, 15 members who have 
irrigated rice area were boosted 
twofold by SAAD’s provision of 
certified rice seeds and various 
agricultural inputs. A total of 16.2 
metric tons (mt) of rice or 407 sacks 
(approximately 40 kilograms/sack) 
were harvested in their first cropping, 
each farmer was able to sell at least 
14 sacks of palay.

According to MAGVIBA President 
Anoel Dollolasa, it has been their 
practice to allocate more or less 10 

sacks of rice for home consumption 
to ensure that their families would 
never go hungry, especially during 
the period of community quarantine 
brought about by the ongoing 
CoViD-19 pandemic.

A total of 150 sacks were kept 
for family consumption and 45 were 
saved for the next cropping season.

Meanwhile, 15 remaining 
members with rainfed farms are also 
optimistic for a bountiful yield as they 
are set to harvest their crops this 
mid-September. According to Mr. 
Dollolasa, the farmers waited for the 
onset of the rainy season in June 
before planting.

Dollolasa acknowledged that 
farming rice is inherently risky. One 
needs to keep crops safe from pests, 

They are also planning to diversify 
their rice system in rotation with 
corn and high-value crops such as 
eggplant and squash. ###

Using sickle, these farmers harvest palay in Barangay Magdalena, San 
Remigio, Antique. Rice production is the main source of living in the area. 
Photo by: Marian Ortega
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Four farmer’s associations 
(FA) in Valderrama, Antique 
are claiming high hopes of 

prosperity after their first bountiful 
egg harvest earning Php 48,117 from 
July 10 to August 13.

The livelihood project is under 
the FY 2021 Chicken Layer Egg 
Production Project of the Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(SAAD) Program.

The groups are the Canipayan 
Irrigators’ Association (CIA), 
Manlacbo Aton Kauswagan 
Association (MAKA), Salaksakan 
Irrigators’ Association (Salaksakan 
IA), and Bunsod Farmers’ Association 
(BUFA), who received the poultry 
package on June 22. 

From the day they received the 
said intervention, each association 
selected five first-line beneficiaries 
and established a communal poultry 
farm.

The beneficiaries followed the 

4 Antique FAs earn Php 48K within 
a month from egg production

By: Christ John Gamarcha

technical procedures of properly 
feeding the laying hens, supplying the 
right amount of feeds and vitamins, 
providing antibiotics when there are 
signs and symptoms of bird flu, and 
keeping them away from noise and 
distraction.

After almost two months of caring 
for the ready-to-lay-pullets, the 
farmers gathered 50 to 60 pieces of 
eggs a day which they sold to local 
buyers in their neighborhood, sari-
sari stores and snack houses in the 

town proper.

Most of the harvested eggs were 
classified as small and medium sizes 
which are sold at Php 150 to 200 per 
tray.

They gathered a total of 12,114 
pieces of eggs and earned a 
combined income of Php 48,117 from 
July to August, 2021. ###

Photos by: Elvin Acosta
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trained to be agripreneurs
75 Negros farmers
Seventy-five (75) beneficiaries 

of the Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area 

for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program in Negros 
Occidental were trained on 
Enterprise Development to become 
agripreneurs.

Farmers from Toboso, Calatrava, 
and Moises Padilla participated in 
three separate training sessions, 
which were conducted from October 
13 to 15.

Twenty-five (25) members of the 
Pasto Agrarian Reform Cooperative 
and Bug-ang Organic Farmers’ 
Association (FA) attended the 
training in Toboso on October 13. 
The two groups are beneficiaries 
of the SAAD’s FY 2021 Vegetable 
Production Project worth Php 1.3 
million.

Another batch of 25 farmers 
belonging to Sitio Ania-1 Masaligan 
FA and Agpangi Nalikban Vegetable 
Growers’ Association participated in 
the October 14 training in Barangay 
Calampisawan, Calatrava. They are 

beneficiaries of the Php 501,600 
worth of FY 2021 Vegetable 
Production Project.

In Moises Padilla, the activity 
gathered 25 farmers from Sitio 
Napiluan Integrated FA, Barangay 
Montilla Organic FA, Santos 
Santos Farmworkers’ Association, 
and Nacuruhan Tibobong FA on 
October 15. Under FY 2020, the 
said associations were recipients 
of Php 742,500 worth of Cassava 
Production Project.

“These training are important 
for the development of community 

enterprises by the SAAD-assisted 
associations since the income 
from the raw and fresh vegetables 
is minimal. Venturing into value-
adding activities will help our 
partner-farmers earn extra income,” 
said SAAD Western Visayas 
Alternate Focal Person Jenny Babe 
Torrenueva.

TESDA-accredited trainer and 
food safety consultant Ms. Leticia 
Troncoso shared her expertise 
during the training which aimed to 
equip beneficiaries with the basic 
concepts of entrepreneurship.

By: Christ John Gamarcha
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She taught participants on how 
to launch and sustain enterprises 
through food processing as well as 
craft specific and comprehensive 
plans tailored to each group’s 
entrepreneurial needs.

“Processing farmers’ raw 
agricultural products help them 
generate more income because of 
the added value that goes with it,” 
Ms. Troncoso said. “It is one way 
of maximizing the potential of their 
farm products.”

Among the products made during 
the training were pickles, vegetable 
noodles, cassava crackers, and 
cassava flan. Most of the raw 
materials for the products such as 
pole sitaw, squash, and cassava 
root were freshly sourced out from 
the agricultural projects from SAAD.

President of Pasto Agrarian 
Reform Cooperative Joel Aspera 
has one significant reason his group 
is venturing into vegetable pickle 
or atchara making — they can sell 
these processed and preserved 
products at much higher prices 
during the off-season.

According to Aspera, vegetables 
in season such as squash often wilt 
and spoil in the local market due to 
overabundance, thus producers are 
forced to sell cheap and get only a 
small profit.

“Preservation makes vegetables 
more palatable and income-

generating. That is why we decided 
to venture into making atchara,” he 
said.

Though relatively easy, he also 
acknowledged the challenges in 
pickle production such as the high 
level of competition. His group 
plans to create a social media 
page where they could trade their 
produce online through the help of 
agricultural technicians from the 
Municipal Agriculture Office in hopes 
to establish links with institutional 
buyers.

For Sitio Napiluan Integrated FA 
member Rosalyn Abordo, the huge 
potential of cassava or balinghoy 

These members of farmers’ associations in Calatrava, Negros Occidental are 
among the participants during the series of Enterprise Development Training 
in Negros Occidental. They were trained to integrate raw materials into 
value-added products out of the livelihood interventions given by the SAAD 
Program. Photos by: Ivy Italia & Michael Deve Perez

to spur local enterprise pushed her 
and their group to venture in making 
cassava chips and cassava flan. 
They believe that there is profit to 
be made in cassava.

Fostering Community 
Enterprise

The SAAD Program in Western 
Visayas since its implementation 
in 2019 has been aggressive in its 
quest to not only provide food on the 
table but also equip marginalized 
farmers to become champions 
of food security and stable rural 
economy through community-based 
enterprise.

True to its mission in empowering 
its beneficiaries, the program-
initiated series of social preparation 
activities, capability building and 
technical training across pilot 
municipalities in Negros Occidental 
and Antique.

To note, another batch of 
Enterprise Development Training 
is set to be conducted in the 
municipality of Salvador Benedicto 
in mid-November. ###
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On  August 27 and September 
1, 2021, 40 members of 
Menchaca, Malanog, Dolis 

Farmers’ Association (MMDFA) 
were equipped with knowledge in 
Coffee Production and Processing 
and capacitating farmers in project 
management.

Under FY 2021, the group is 
identified as beneficiary of the 
Php 540,960 Coffee Production 
Project of the Department of 
Agriculture’s Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (DA-
SAAD) Program.

The inputs include 80 coffee 
seedlings of robusta variety, 
2,400 bags of inorganic fertilizer, 
1,200 bags of urea, 600 bags 
of organic fertilizer, and every 
piece of equipment they need for 
farming coffee.

Marjo Balinas, Agriculturist 
II and Provincial Coordinator 
for Coffee from the Office of the 
Provincial Agriculturist (OPA), 
discussed modern coffee 
production techniques which 
include three phases.

For the first phase, the farmers 
were taught on proper planting of 
coffee, nursery establishment, and 
farm maintenance such as proper 
pruning, application of fertilizer, 
pesticide, and fungicide as well as 
monitoring of abnormalities that 
the plants may incur from pests 

production and processing skills

Coffee
NegOcc farmers equipped with

By: Christ John Gamarcha

and diseases.
In the second phase, Mr. 

Balinas discussed harvesting, 
drying, roasting, and grinding of 
coffee beans.

For the third phase, farmers 
were trained on simple barista, 
packaging, and labelling as well 
as strategies on marketing and 
display of products to different 
agricultural events.

The OPA coffee expert also 
reminded the beneficiaries that 
planting coffee seedlings should 
be done during the cloudy days, in 
June through August, during the 
wet season. He said that farmers 
should avoid planting seedlings 
when the conditions are windy or 
hot and dry or during the hottest 
time of the day.

Elna Dayanan, MMDFA 
President, said they were inspired 
to grow the crop after seeing the 
bright potential of coffee in both 
global and local markets, plus 
the growing consumption among 
young people nowadays.

According to Ms. Dayanan, at 
least 12 of her members already 
planted their coffee seedlings in 
their respective farms which are 
about 300 square meters each. 

The remaining beneficiaries, 
meanwhile, are set to plant their 
seedlings in mid-September.

To note, MMDFA has 60 
registered members, 40 of 
whom got selected to partake in 
the SAAD’s Coffee Production 
Project. The selection process, 
according to Ms. Dayanan, 
involves an assessment of each 
member’s capability to manage 
the coffee production such as the 
readiness of their farms.

Over the years, Negros 
Occidental’s coffee industry 
continues to flourish. The richness 
of the soil and suitable climate in 
the area have produced many 
coffee processing enterprises in 
the province which are already 
benefiting with an assured market 
for their coffee products. ###

Marjo Balinas, Provincial 
Coordinator for Coffee from 

the Office of Provincial 
Agriculturist-Negros Occidental, 

teaches farmers modern 
coffee production techniques. 

Photo by: Ivy Italia
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A total of 132 members of 
five farmers’ associations 
(FA) in Negros Occidental 

were trained for banana production 
on Aug. 3, 4, 5, and 12, 2021, 
respectively. 

Three of these FAs are from 
Moises Padilla namely the Minuro 
Coyao-yao Integrated Farmers’ 
Association, Banate Integrated 
Farmers’ Association and 
Sitio Binata-an Farm Workers’ 
Association. 

They were identified as 
beneficiaries of the Php 1,302,900 
worth of Banana Production Project 
of the Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program 
for FY 2021 which includes 5,600 
banana suckers of Saba variety, 
280 bags of inorganic fertilizer, 400 
bags of organic fertilizer, 81 plastic 
crates and various garden tools.

132 SAAD farmers in NegOcc upbeat 
for productive yield after completing 

banana production training 
Meanwhile, the two other FAs are 

from Toboso namely the General 
Luna Tangki Farmers’ Association 
and Sitio Burgos Farmers’ 
Association. They are set to receive 
SAAD’s livelihood package for FY 
2021 Banana Production Project 
worth Php 163,800 which includes 
1,500 banana suckers of Lakatan 
variety, 10 bags of inorganic 
fertilizer, and 53 bags of vermi cast. 

Apart from the livelihood 
packages, all five associations were 
given technical assistance through 
the conduct of training to capacitate 

By: Christ John Gamarcha

These farmers from five 
associations  attend  the SAAD 
Program’s Banana Production  

Training in Moises Padilla, 
Negros Occidental on August 3-5 

and August 12, 2021. 
Photo by: Jezer John Chispa

. Photo by: Jezer John Chispa

and help them sustain their banana 
production project. 

 
The resource speaker during 

the series of training was Joemarie 
Bitamor, Agriculturist I and 
Provincial Coordinator for Banana 
of the Office of the Provincial 
Agriculturist-Negros Occidental. 

Bitamor’s discussion were 
focused on the uses of banana, 
different cultivated banana variety, 
cultural practices of growing 
banana, and pest and disease 
management which will augment 
farmers’ traditional practices. ###
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