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151 Sorsogon rice farmers receive rice production
enhancement, value-adding training
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SORSOGON, December 1, 2021
– A total of 151 Department of
Agriculture – Special Area for
Agricultural Development
(DA-SAAD) Program beneficiaries
from Sorsogon were trained
under the Rice Production and
Enterprise Development to
increase productivity and open
up enterprise opportunities.

Eleven (11) farmers’ associations
(FAs) namely: San Rafael-San
Roque Farmers’ Association (15
members), Talaongan-Aligigan
Farmers’ Association (15
members), Tinanogan IP
Farmers’ Association (6
members), Vinisitahan IP
Farmers’ Association (8
members), Dapdap Farmers’
Association (10 members),
Bantayan Farmers’ Association
(7 members), EMTUCABI
(Embarcadero, Tughan,
Catanagan, Binanuahan)
Farmers’ Association (30
members), Siuton Farmers’
Association (10 members),
Incarizan Farmers’ Association (5
members), Pili Farmers’
Association (5 members), and
Caditaan Farmers’ Association
(10 members) coming from the
municipalities of Sta.
Magdalena, Donsol, Pilar, Juban,

and Magallanes participated, as
well as 30 individual
beneficiaries from Matnog
(Barangays Manjumlad, Lajong,
Sineberan, and Culasi) received
the training conducted from
October to November 2021.
Participants were introduced to
different farming concepts and
rice production and cultural
management taught by Senior
Science Research Specialist
Anacleto Esplana of DA-Bicol.
Also, Regional Technical Staff
Khalem Joshua Fortuna
introduced integrated pest
management for rice in Sta
Magdalena, Matnog, and
Magallanes while SAAD
Technical Staff Sherwin Dotillos
and Agriculturist II Norman
Concepcion of DA Region 5
discussed rice pests and disease
management in Pilar and
Donsol.
Researcher Honey Leah Cantoria
and Research Assistant Jenny
Delmiguez provided knowledge
on basic food hygiene and food
processing while Rice Program
Technical Staff Kim Jonah Bolivar
continue at page 4
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SAADvocacy Editorial
SAAD Program, Achieving Results

SOUTHERN LEYTE, January 29,
2022 – The Department of
Agriculture – Special Area for
Agricultural Development
(DA-SAAD) Program paved a way
in livelihood development of
farmers and fisherfolk through
various livelihood interventions
provided in Region 8.

promote decent farm and
off–farm employment (especially
for women and youth).
Lastly, it builds on experience to
provide technical and
operational services to help

from 51.8% in 2015 to 23.1% in
the first quarter of 2021.
Decreases in poverty incidence
were also noted in Eastern
Samar from 42.4% to 36.0%,
Samar from 41.8% to 30.0%, and
Southern Leyte from 32.7% to

in the assignment of projects
and resources to meet demand
is foremost, especially that it is
working towards group
clustering and consolidation,
agri–entrepreneurship, and
finding new markets for raw and

Figure 1. Region 8 Poverty Incidence among Families between 2015 vs first quarter of 2021

The program is driven by an
overarching goal of alleviating
poverty among farmers in
Eastern Visayas from 37.4% in
2012 to 22.7% in 2022. This is
closely aligned with the overall
priority thrust of President
Rodrigo Roa Duterte’s
administration of lifting people
out of poverty.
The goal guides the work of the
SAAD Region 8 program
management and its provincial
support offices in increasing
sustainable production,
reducing rural poverty, enabling
more inclusive and efficient food
and agricultural systems, and
ultimately, eradicating hunger,
malnutrition, and food
insecurity. Cross-sectoral in
nature, it ensures a coordinated
action, greater synergy, and
alignment across the program
and its partnerships with local
governments and key
stakeholders.
The program supports small
farmers’ associations to increase
and improve productivity and
provides services to coordinate
actions that are
environmentally, economically,

and socially sustainable. It is
currently in the process of
mainstreaming strategies for
climate change adaptation and
mitigation in its diverse projects.
It employs an integrated
approach to rural development
that aims to improve rural
income and livelihood through
interventions to strengthen and
diversify the rural economy at
large, including capacity
development for strengthened
rural organizations, improved
social protection systems,
pro-poor approaches to access
to technologies and knowledge,
and better conditions to
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farmers effectively prevent and
cope with threats and disasters
that impact agriculture, food
security, and nutrition.
Before the African Swine Fever
(ASF) intrusion in Region 8, field
officers had already trained
farmer associations on
enhanced emergency
preparedness, thus mitigating
the effects of the animal
disease. Also, disease
surveillance and monitoring has
long been in place since the time
when Chronic Respiratory
disease, Newcastle disease, and
Fowl Pox infestation were
experienced in SAAD project
areas. Because of the proactive
approach, all these were
contained before they could
cause extensive damage.
The latest poverty statistics
released by the Philippine
Statistics Authority revealed that
Northern Samar province
recorded a drop in poverty
incidence among the population

25,5% during the same periods.
However, Leyte saw an increase
from 25.1% in 2015 to 29.6% in
the first quarter of 2021 due to
the prolonged effect of Typhoon
Yolanda’s destruction in the
agricultural and fishery sectors,
frequent natural calamities, and
most recently, the pandemic.
While it may be true that many

factors have contributed to
these improvements, it cannot
be denied that the SAAD
Program, along with other
national government programs,
like DA-Philippine Rural and
Development Project’s PAMANA
Program, helped in the overall
development of uplifting rural
farmers and fisherfolk from
poverty.
As the program inches closer to
its final year, it never ceases to
explore new ways of working for
some positive effect. Flexibility

processed products.
Improved communications at all
levels leading to more focused
purpose is another important
ingredient in achieving results.
This is aligned with OneDA
Reform Agenda where the 18th
key strategy – Strategic
Communications – cuts across
all pillars. It shows the

importance of greater
integration of technical
knowledge generated by the DA
with operational activities in the
field.
Finally, it will expand
partnerships with private sector,
civil society, and other non–state
actors to affect a more inclusive
engagement with partners for
food security, sufficiency, and
stability. ### (Michael Dabuet,
SAAD RPMSO 8, Information
Officer)
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Matnog and Sta Magdalena
farmers earn from
poultry project
SORSOGON, January 5, 2022 –
New poultry raisers from
Matnog and Sta Magdalena earn
an initial Php 19,159 after
starting a free-range chicken egg
production project from the
Department of Agriculture –
Special Area for Agricultural
Development (DA-SAAD)
Program covering the months of
November and December 2021.
In August 2021, the Hidhid
Farmers’ Association in Matnog
and the San Eugenio and Animal
Farmers’ Association (SEAFA) in
Sta. Magdalena received 400
free-range Kabir chickens each
from the Free-range Chicken
Production Project.
The SAAD team administered
biologics to prevent chicken
respiratory diseases while the
associations purchased
additional biologics and rice
bran that serves as feed
alternative sourced from the
association’s fund.
Meanwhile, the SEAFA was
divided into four (4) groups
rearing 100 chickens per group.
The chickens are raised in their
respective communal gardens
measuring 192 square meters
(sqm) for group 1, 72sqm for
group 2, 105sqm for group 3,
and 110sqm for group 4.
Scan to see SEAFA’s
Chicken Egg
Production as of
December 2021.

After three months of
management, the chickens
started to lay eggs. According to
SEAFA President Ronaldo Favor,
their group sold eggs sorted as
medium, large, and extra-large
sizes with a price range of
Php 5-7/piece (pc). Trays of eggs
are also sold at Php 180-210.
The eggs harvested were sold
within the neighborhood at
barangay San Eugenio in Sta.
Magdalena.
In a span of two months, the
association has accumulated an
initial income of Php 10,628.
To sustain their chicken egg
production enterprise, the
association plans to make salted
egg, leche flan, and pickled egg
as their value-adding products.
“Dapat mapalago pa an saamong
negosyo. Dai pwede mawara an
mga manok para pag-abot nin
panahon, may kaliwan sinda.
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50 banana growers receive
10,000 Cardava suckers
SULTAN KUDARAT, December
3, 2021 – Fifty (50) banana
growers in Sultan Kudarat
received 10,000 Cardava suckers
to cover 16 hectares (ha) from
the Department of Agriculture –
Special Area for Agricultural
Development (DA-SAAD)
Program to sustain their
livelihood.
The inputs provided on
November 25 are under the FY
2021 Integrated Cardava with
Vegetable and Poultry
Production project, amounting
to Php 742,500.

Pwede pa kami makadagdag nin
ibebenta na hali sa bunay nin
manok irog sin itlog maalat,
leche flan asin pickled egg. Kami
ay nagpapasalamat sa SAAD
dahil kun wara sinda para sa pag
tabang, wara man ang
oportunidad na ini,” Favor said.
(Our enterprise must grow. We
can’t lose these chickens so
when the time comes, they will
have a replacement from our
own stocks. We can also add
some products from the chicken
eggs like salted egg, leche flan,
and pickled egg. We are thankful
to SAAD because without their
help, there is also no
opportunity like this.)
In Matnog, the Hidhid Farmers’
Association is also generating
income from their egg
production managed in a
1,000sqm communal area.

The recipients, who are
members of the Makat Peace
and Development Volunteers
and Workers Association, were
already provided with fertilizers
(urea and complete), pinakbet
seeds, sprayer (batteryoperated), sprinkler, rake,
trowel, shovel, and bolo as
components of the project in
August.
The project will help the group
improve the productivity of their
banana farms which have an
area of at least 0.5-1ha per
farmer.
Each member will plant 200
banana suckers which takes a
year and four months for its
fruits to be ready to harvest.

Meanwhile, the pinakbet seeds
have already provided them
garden-fresh vegetables, which
helped in reducing their monthly
food bill.
The turnover activity was led by
SAAD Sultan Kudarat team
leader Normohamad Lembak
together with the provincial
staff, joined by Municipal SAAD
Focal Person Wilson Pedregrosa
and Agricultural Technologist
Von Henry Maturan. ### (Aisa
Tina, SAAD 12 Information
Officer)

Scan to see Makat
Peace and
Development
Volunteers and
Workers Association
received interventions

They collected at least 1,800pcs
of chicken eggs and sold them at
Php 180-200/tray (30pcs) from
November to December 2021.
As of December 31, 2021, the
association earned an initial
income of Php 9,000, selling 60
trays containing 30pcs eggs,
covering the months of
November-December.
According to Annabelle Dioleta,
a 20-year-old student and
farmer-member of the Hidhid
FA, the group intends to grow
their earnings so that they can
venture into value-adding
products such as puto flan and
salted egg in addition to their
enterprise.
“Bilang isang estudyante,
malaking tulong po sa akin ang
pagiging magsasaka sa aming
barangay. Nakakatulong din ang
aming asosasyon sa aming mga
ka-barangay na magbenta sa
kanila ng mga itlog na mabibili sa
mababang presyo lamang kaya

maraming salamat po talaga sa
SAAD Program,” she added.
(As a student, it is a big help
being a farmer in our barangay.
Our association also helps our
neighbors by selling eggs that
can be bought at a cheaper
price, so we are really thankful
to the SAAD Program.)
To grasp more knowledge in
proper management and raising
of free-range chicken, both
associations attended the DASAAD’s Training on Poultry
Production and Product
Development conducted from
November 16 to 18, 2021. ###
(Pauline Trixia Borja, SAAD
Program Sorsogon Information
Officer)
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151 Sorsogon rice farmers receive...
from page 1

46 high-value crops
farmers received inputs
for value-adding

led the presentation on
enterprise development and
product demonstration.
The product output of the
participants includes puto pao,
rice kropek, rice macaroons,
sabalanko, rice polvoron, and
rice yema.
During the activity in Sta.
Magdalena, San Eugenio
Farmers’ Association member
Joseph Frades shared his
gratitude to the SAAD Program.
“Bilang nag-iisang lalaki na nag
attend sa training, ako po ay
nagagalak sapagkat tinanggap
nila ako na lumahok kahit lahat
ay kababaihan ang nasa training.
Madami akong natutunan sa
pagluto ng mga kakanin.
Maraming salamat talaga sa
SAAD. Masaya sa kalooban dahil
nagkaron kami ng bagong

associations and their members’
growth and sustainability.
The training also aimed to
strengthen the farmers’
knowledge in rice farming to
increase productivity.
The participants also received a
package of training kits, boots,
buri hat, apron, and hairnet to
complete the training.
The Rice Production and
Enterprise Development
Training amounting to
Php 811,909 is one of the SAAD
projects in Sorsogon for FY
2021.
Municipal Mayor Carolyn SyReyes of the local government
unit (LGU) Pilar showed full
support by attending the
training activity. ### (Pauline
Trixia Borja, SAAD Sorsogon
Information Officer)

kaalaman para makapag simula
ng aming negosyo para sa
ikauunlad ng aming asosasyon,”
he said.
(Being the only man who
attended the training, I am glad
because they accepted me to
join even when the activity was
participated in by women. I
learned a lot about making rice
products. Thank you very much,
SAAD. It is very heartfelt to
acquire new knowledge to start
our enterprise for the
association’s growth.)
The processed rice products will
be the offering of their soon-tobe established community
enterprise to support the
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BICOL, January 5, 2022 –
Forty-six (46) farmer
associations (FA) from Sorsogon,
Masbate, and Catanduanes
receive Php 2.2 million worth of
inputs for value-adding under
the Enterprise Development
Project of the Department of
Agriculture – Special Area for
Agricultural Development (DASAAD) Program.
The DA-SAAD distributed various
cooking sets, measuring cups,
equipment, and other
ingredients for their valueadding activity.
The program provided the
package worth Php 925,000 to
25 FAs from Sta. Magdalena,
Matnog, Pilar, Donsol, Juban and
Magallanes in Sorsogon namely:
Binanuahan Farmers’
Association,
• Bacolod Farmers’ Association,
• Añog Farmers’ Association,
• Buraburan Farmers’
Association,
• San Roque Crop Grower
Association,
• San Eugenio Vegetable
Farmers’ Association,
• Salvacion Vegetable Growers
Association,
• La Esperanza Parauma
Farmers’ Association,
• Sisigon Farmers’ Association,
• Samahang Magsasaka sa
Kaunlaran ng Pange,
• Cabagahan Farmers’
Association,
• Pawa Farmers’ Association,
Maralitang Magsasaka
Association,
• Comapo-capo Integrated
Farmers’ Association,
• Bayawas Farmers’ Association,
• Esperanza Farmers’
Association,
• Poctol Backyard Farmers’
Association,
• Gimagaan Indigenous People
Farmers’ Association,
• Sibago Indigenous People
•

Farmers Association,
Marias Drive Vegetable
Growers Association,
• Sitio Paningquilon Farmers
Association,
• Cagbolo Farmers’ Association,
Caditaan Farmers’ Association,
• Tula-Tula Norte Farmers’
Association, and
• Sta Elena Farmers’ Association.
• Tres

One of the recipients in
Sorsogon, Vice President Lea
Villanueva of Sisigon Farmers’
Associations, expressed her
gratitude to the program.
“Maraming salamat sa inyo
SAAD, maraming natulungan
hindi lang dito sa kitchenware,
pati sa nga tools at abono na
pinapakinabangan namin.
Makakabenta na kami ng mga
produkto tulad ng empanada,
kalabasa molido at madami pang
iba (Thank you so much SAAD.
Many of us are benefiting not
only with the kitchenware but
also with the tools and
fertilizers. We can now sell
products such as empanada,
squash molido and many
more),” she said.
Rice Coordinator Elsa
Blonquisco and HVC
Coordinator Marites Rebellon of
LGU Pilar also showed their
support to the farmers and the
program by attending the
turnover of interventions to Pilar

continue at page 9
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SAAD Bicol reports 100%
physical accomplishment
in 2021
BICOL, December 15, 2021 –
The Department of Agriculture –
Special Area for Agricultural
Development (DA-SAAD) Bicol
reported a projected 100%
physical accomplishment for this
year’s target agricultural
interventions initiatives during
the region’s year-end
assessment.
The assessment, conducted in
Naga City on December 13,
aimed at evaluating the status of
project deliveries and target
accomplishments of its covered
provinces – Catanduanes,
Masbate, and Sorsogon.
The regional team reviewed the
implementation and set the
directions for 2022.
SAAD Bicol capped off a strong
year with the delivery of the
machines before the year ends
completing its target projects’
implementation.
As of November 30, 2021, SAAD
Bicol data, the region delivered
42 projects under the Rice, Corn,
High-Value Crops, Organic
Agriculture, and Livestock
Production and Enterprise
Development. There are 88
specialized training conducted,
benefitted 1,430 individual
beneficiaries, and 152 active
farmers’ associations (FA) with
5,505 members. There are 17
established associations whose
members are about to graduate
from the program, and 45 out of
the 152 FAs are women-led,
while there are 7 FAs led and
organized by the indigenous
cultural communities (ICCs).
Financial obligation is at 89.76%,
while the disbursement is at
60.40%.
Provincial Coordinators
presented their physical
accomplishments, updates on
established enterprises, and a

list of SAAD associations ready
for graduation from various
projects of the DA-SAAD for
2022.
There were already established
and partially established
enterprises in the three covered
provinces, and those partially
established will remain
recipients of interventions from
the program.
On the other hand, the
established enterprises of the
SAAD beneficiaries, with some of
them already linked to the
Department of Trade and
Industry (DTI) and other
government agencies, will no
longer receive a package of
interventions from the DA-SAAD
as per its guidelines but will still
be monitored, linked, and
endorsed to the regular
programs of the DA. Hence, the

SAAD Information Technology
(IT) Officer Jonathan Claro said
the updating of the
beneficiaries’ profiles is ongoing.
Mr. Claro is closely coordinating
with the IT officers from the
national office for the
completion of the profile of all
the SAAD beneficiaries from
2018 to 2021.
The profiling will create a
database to assist the DA-SAAD
personnel in the monitoring of
the beneficiaries and projects
delivered by the program.
Regional Executive Director

Agricultural Program
Coordinating Officer (APCO) of
Masbate Wilfredo J. Nelmida and
APCO of Catanduanes Rafael S.
Magallanes also attended the
assessment.
During the afternoon session,
Information Officer Angelica A.
Blanco presented the number of
published articles per province
and set a working plan for 2022
for more efficient public
relations and communications
activities.
Meanwhile, to further improve
the delivery and implementation
of projects, SAAD Report Officer
Maribeth A. Mangalino
presented the general
observations on the recently
concluded Regional ResultBased Monitoring and
Evaluation Rapid Appraisal
(RBMERA) in Catanduanes and
Sorsogon.
During the RBMERA, the DASAAD Bicol was able to grasp
other needs of the beneficiaries
such as training on values
formation, and financial literacy
aside from the enterprise
development training given by
the DA-SAAD.

SAAD beneficiaries for
graduation will be replaced by
new associations.
SAAD Sorsogon headed by
Provincial Coordinator Mary
Rose A. Detera was the sole
province that identified 17
associations from Donsol, Juban,
Magallanes, Matnog, Pilar, and
Sta. Magdalena ready to
graduate as SAAD beneficiaries.
The 17 associations composed
of 717 individuals are recipients
of rice, corn, high-value crops,
organic, and duck projects.
Provincial Coordinator Jose M.
Barquero from Masbate and
Melrose B. Buetre from
Catanduanes also presented the
same updates. Beneficiaries of
the DA-SAAD from the two
provinces will still receive
interventions for 2022.

Rodel P. Tornilla was also
present during the assessment.
He recalled what was then the
Regional Executive Director
Elena De Los Santos told the
SAAD pioneer staff, “isip at puso”
[mind and heart] wayback 2018
when the program started in the
region.
Director Tornilla reiterated to
work with heart in reaching the
farmers because most likely, the
rural marginalized farmers are
first-time beneficiaries who will
be involved and tapped for a
development initiative.
SAAD Bicol Action Officer Dr.
Mary Grace DP. Rodriguez also
showed full support to the
program and staff by attending
the activity and inspiring them
to value the program and
continue the good performance.

The training will assist the
beneficiaries in having an
organized and stable
organization. The direction from
the focus on the individual to
the association also has a great
impact on the beneficiaries. As
an association, they were
provided with interventions in
which the group could manage
together and unite in developing
their enterprise.
For the next year’s RBMERA,
Masbate will be included which
will be led by SAAD national
office.
The year-end assessment is one
of the activities of the SAAD
Bicol that aims to harmonize
project implementation of the
program, assess the
achievement of targets per
province, and provide updates
on important SAAD activities.
### (Angelica Blanco, SAAD
RPMSO Information Officer)
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Apayao farmers foster farm
mechanization as an
agribusiness
APAYAO, January 7, 2022 –
Tractor service providers in
Flora, Apayao, who are
beneficiaries of the Department
of Agriculture – Special Area for
Agricultural Development (DASAAD) Program, earned an
accumulated gross income of
Php 145,820 from 2018 to
present operations.
The Malubibit Norte, Malubibit
Sur, Anninipan, San Jose,
Tamlunog (MAST) Farmer
Cooperative Association (FCA) in
Flora provides farm services
through a four-wheel-drive
tractor granted by the SAAD
Program in 2018.
The FCA earned for rendering
services to local farm owners
from seven cropping seasons
(2018 to 2021).
MAST FCA with 44 members is a
cooperative for rural workers,
specifically for the
underemployed and homebased workers with identified
capabilities to engage in
entrepreneurial activities.
The group was registered at the
Department of Labor and
Employment (DOLE) on
June 13, 2017, and received
SAAD’s Rice Production Project
in 2016 worth Php 1.2 million.
“Iti nakay gawpanan nu apay ada
narugranan mi ket immay kami
nga kaykayasa nga beneficiaries
iti SAAD program. Iti pinagtultuluy mi akas maysa nga
sibibukel, ket isu iti makuna mi
nga panakel [Coming together as
beneficiaries of SAAD Program is
our beginning. Moving forward
as a group is our utmost
success],” said Ferdinand
Bagabay, chairperson of the
MAST FCA.

improves farming activities
compared to the manual
methods. Modernizing farming
methods saves farm laborers
time and effort, which hopefully
should translate to a more
competitive means of
production.
The tractor is rented at Php
2,000 per hectare (ha) which
allowed the group to earn
Php 145,820 for the combined
total of 72.8ha of rice area
serviced in 2018 until 2020
during the dry and wet seasons.
From 2018 to 2021, the total
expense for the maintenance of
the machinery reached
Php 53,973. It includes fuel, oil
filter, oil change, and
replacement of destroyed
machine parts. The group also
paid Php 22,935 for the labor
cost. The accumulated income
per cropping season was
apportioned into three: 50% for
machine maintenance and labor
costs, 30% for members’
incentives, and 20% for the
association’s savings.

Scan to see
breakdown of MAST
FCA’s income
Problems Encountered and
Plans
According to beneficiaries, the
current modernization of
farming groups resulted in
losing potential clients and
areas they can provide service
for.

As a service provider

As part of their management
plans, the group agreed to scout
possible clients for the next
harvest period, enabling them to
secure next season’s service
operations.

According to Mr. Bagabay, the
tractor supports major farm
operations such as ploughing,
harrowing, sowing, harvesting,
transporting, and making land
preparation easier both for corn
and rice production areas.
Mr. Bagabay said the adaptation
of the technology gives ease and

“Imadon idi ada equipment na
dituy ayan mi, isu nga talaga nga
marigatan kami nga agala iti
mabalin serbisyuan… Ngem iti
nagtutulagan mi ket tapno ado
kami idi maala nga kliyente ket
sakbayan mi iti agkita nu sino iti
mayat nga contrataen,” Mr.
Bagabay shared.
[Due to the increasing number
of machinery in our area, we
experienced difficulty in getting
clients. To mitigate our problem,
we agreed that before the
cropping season, members will
be looking for possible clients in
advance.]
The group now looks at the
possibility of opening a
cooperative bank account to
secure the transparency of
funds. ### (Kathleen Faye
Agonoy, SAAD – Apayao
Information Officer)
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10 Cotabato FAs to produce
fresh chicken eggs
COTABATO, December 1,
2021 – Ten (10) farmers’
associations (FA) with 267
members from five
municipalities in Cotabato
received 2,000 layer chicken to
produce fresh table eggs. The
poultry were distributed in
Amas, Kidapawan on
November 26.
The project amounting to
Php 1.3 million is under the FY
2021 Layer Chicken Production
of the Department of
Agriculture – Special Area for
Agricultural Development (DASAAD) Program.
Each group received 200
chickens which were placed in a
communal area (ranging from
500-1,000 square meters). Each
member will take turns in
project management to acquire
maximum output and
profitability. The chickens are
expected to lay eggs after a
month.
The beneficiaries, whose source
of income is by growing mixed
crops, hope that the poultry
project will help them earn and

save money for the education of
their children. Their produce
from their 1-hectare farm each
is just enough to feed their
families.
The distribution was led by SAAD
Focal Person Maimona Amil. She
was accompanied by North
Cotabato Municipal
Agriculturists Services president
James Dulay, Agricultural
Program Coordinating Officer
Ding Sultan, and SAAD provincial
staff. ### (Aisa L. Tina, SAAD
Region 12 Information Officer)
Scan to see
Cotabato FAs who
receive the FY 2021
Layer Chicken
Production.
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Masbate FA: source of
organically-grown
vegetables
MASBATE, January 26, 2022 –
Thirty-six (36) members of the
Sunrise Farmer’s Organization
(SFO) in Pio V. Corpus, Masbate
started to provide organicallygrown vegetables in their
community, a substantial
outcome from the Organic
Agriculture Production Project
of the Department of
Agriculture’s – Special Area for
Agricultural Development (DASAAD) Program.

Catanduanes poultry
raisers adopt communal
approach, earns Php 27K
CATANDUANES, January 25,
2022 – Three farmer-groups in
Catanduanes, who adopted the
communal approach in duck
and chicken raising to maximize
their resources and eventually
start egg enterprise,
accumulated a consolidated
gross income of Php 27,385
from selling eggs in pieces and
trays.
The Department of Agriculture –
Special Area for Agricultural
Development (SAAD) Program
provided the groups with
Php 2 million worth of Duck and
Chicken Production and
Enterprise Development
Package in 2021.
Scan to see
interventions
received by the FAs
from SAAD.

Most members of the groups
were individual beneficiaries of
the program in 2020 and formed
themselves as associations in
2021. They all have prior
knowledge in poultry
management.
Each group has a communal
area (200-400 square meters
[sqm]) and also have a
scheduled rotation for feeding
and harvesting of eggs.

was organized in March 2021. It
was officially registered in the
Department of Labor and
Employment (DOLE) in
November of the same year.
In August 2021, they started
raising the mallard ducks
received from the program to
their 200sqm communal area
located in barangay San Miguel,
Baras.
As of December, the group
recorded a gross income of
Php 4,225 after selling 782
pieces of eggs out of 1,185
collected. The remaining 403
eggs were allocated for table
consumption.
Due to their good reputation,
the barangay council has
allocated Php 20,000 annual
supplementary support for
three years to the group’s future
endeavors.
Vilma Tayoto, the association’s
Vice President, shared that they
attribute the recognition to the
SAAD Program.
“Because of SAAD, we had free
access to eggs in our
community,” she added.

As a starter for their organic
farming, the Php 348,250 worth
of project package provided to
the group in August 2021
included vegetable seeds,
vermicast, seedling trays,
garden tools, sealer,
polyethylene bags, empty sacks,
weighing scale, African
nightcrawler, vermi tea brewer,
and plastic drums.
In September, the group began
their venture in organic farming
by cultivating a 0.5-hectare (ha)
communal garden situated in
barangay Buenasuerte. They
planted cucumbers, tomatoes,
eggplants, spring onions, and
chili.
Members maintained the farm
and used botanical pesticides as
natural pests and disease
control and vermicasts as
organic fertilizer to maintain soil
fertility, which they learned
from the organic agriculture
production training provided by
the program in October.
The group also minimized
expenses on fertilizers as it
produces vermicast and
vermicompost.
Organic vegetable farming
income
From November to December
2021, SFO reported an
estimated 113 kilograms (kg)
harvest of assorted vegetables
that were sold within their
community.

Due to safety, nutrition value,
and human health
considerations, consumers
prefer to buy organic
vegetables.
The Php 7,000 accumulated
revenue was apportioned by the
group for buying assorted
vegetable seeds and additional
sets of garden tools. The
remaining money was saved as
the group’s available fund.
SFO president Nelon Atacador
extended his gratitude to the
program. He stated that the
organization is thankful for the
interventions that were
provided to them.
With the organization currently
focused on selling fresh
vegetables, SFO is also planning
to produce and venture into
value-adding products.
This will help them gain more
income aside from selling fresh
vegetables in the community.
Currently, vegetable crops in
their communal area are in the
vegetative stage, expected to be
harvested in March and April.
### (Jay Ogaya, SAAD Masbate
Information Officer)

Scan to see SFO’s
gross income for
two months.

continue at page 8

Their current markets are stores
within their communities. They
use their social media accounts
to sell their products.
San Miguel SAAD Duck Raisers
Association
With 17 active members, the San
Miguel Duck Raisers Association
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Catanduanes poultry raisers...
from page 7
San Roque Duck Raisers
Association (SRDA)
The SRDA with 20 members built
their 300sqm communal area in
San Roque, Bato and began
raising 400 ducks received from
the program in September 2021.
From the latter part of
September to December, the
group accumulated a total
revenue of Php 15,710. They
sold the eggs harvested in trays
at Php 150 for members and
Php 180 for non-members. A
total of 87 trays of egg were
already sold.
SRDA Treasurer Leonila Timbal
shared, “Kami po na myembro po
ng San Roque Duck Raisers
Association nagpapasalamat po
kami sa SAAD, ta dakula pong
tuwang sa samuya pong mga
myembro ining tinao ng SAAD.
Sana po dae po magtunong ang
SAAD na magtuwang po sa arog
samong mga kasaradayan.”
(We, the members of San Roque
Duck Raisers Association are
thankful for SAAD, because what
SAAD provided us was really a
big help to each member. We
hope that SAAD continues to
help small farmers like us.)
San Miguel Poultry
Association
The women-led group with 27
members has a 400sqm
communal area for poultry
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Table 1. Income generated by the FAs as of December 2021
Association

Harvest Date
(2021)

San Miguel SAAD Duck
Raisers Association
San Roque Duck Raisers
Association (SRDA)

September to
December

San Miguel Poultry
Association
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Quantity

Unit of
Measure

Price/Unit
(Php)

782

piece

5.00-6.00

4,225.00

87

tray

150.00-180.00

15,710.00

53

tray

130.00-150.00

7,450.00

Total

Gross
Income
(Php)

27,385.00

raising which they put up in
barangay San Miguel,
Panganiban.
After receiving the chicken
interventions from SAAD, the
group reported to have started
gathering eggs in November and
generated a gross income of
Php 7,450 as of December 2021
.
They also sold their chicken eggs
in trays priced at Php 130 for
small, Php 140 for medium, and
Php 150 for large, marketed
within their barangay.
Nelly Tanote, the treasurer of
the association, shared, “Ang
napag usapan po namin yung
magpahimsa ng sugok para
mapadakor namo yung manok.
Pagnakapahimsa kami ng
halimbawa isiw…. tapos yung
plano namo mapabakar
hanggang sa magdakor siya.”
(We plan to incubate eggs to
increase our number of
chickens. After they hatch, we
plan to sell them as chicks as
well as use them to increase our
production.)

31 Masbate vegetable
farmers concludes
season-long FFS
MASBATE, January 21, 2022 –
San Roque Vegetable Growers
Association (SRVGA) with 31
members completed the threemonth Season Long Farmer
Field School (FFS) on Vegetable
Production Technology under
the Department of Agriculture –
Special Area for Agricultural
Development (DA-SAAD)
Program. The graduation
ceremony last January 7 was
held in barangay San Roque,
Esperanza, Masbate.

Masbate for growing lowland
vegetables such as ampalaya,
eggplant, sili panigang,
cucumber, tomatoes, cabbage,
upland kangkong, bottle gourd,
and squash.

The FFS which happened from
September to December 29,
2021 aimed to enhance the
association’s vegetable
production practices and
improve farming activities
through lectures and hands-on
activities.

The discussed topics include:

The group utilized a 2,000
square meters vacant lot in
barangay San Roque, Esperanza,
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The area, which was voluntarily
lent by the association member
Eldequito Obenita, is also the
group’s meeting place every
Wednesday from 8am to 4pm
for the lecture and hands-on
activities.

• site location and lay-outing;
preparation of soil media;
• land preparation and plot beds
making;
• seed selection and seed
sowing;
• pest and disease management;
water management and
application;
• installation of plastic mulch;

Other interventions provided
by SAAD
Aside from the poultry packages
provided by the program to the
three groups, drugs and
biologics were also
administered to the duck and
chicken stocks.
They are all thankful for the
opportunity SAAD provided to
them. They also expressed how
the program helped small
farmers like them to produce

transplanting and its
advantages;
• fertilizer management and
application;
• weed management;
trellising;
• pruning, trimming, and
ratooning; and
• proper harvesting and
postharvest handling.
Cultural management in
vegetable production was given
attention during the FFS by
HVCDP Provincial Coordinator
and lecturer, Ms. Cita F. Caña
from the provincial local
government unit (PLGU)
Masbate.

enough food for the table, as
well as how it encouraged them
to earn more and sustain their
projects through enterprise
development.
All of them plan to venture into
value-adding products such as
salted eggs, leche flan, puto de
leche, for the coming year. ###
(Maribeth Mangalino, SAAD
Planning Officer)

Esperanza SAAD Area
Coordinator Mark B. Cristobal,
and Municipal HVCDP
Coordinator and Agricultural
Technician Novelen B. Laurio
also assisted the resource
person and the association
throughout the conduct of the
FFS.
Moreover, special topics were
also discussed such as farm
planning, seed production, and
simple bookkeeping. Hands-on
activities were also conducted
such as the making of
concoctions (organic fertilizer).
continue at page 11
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46 high-value crops farmers...
from page 4
FAs.
During the distribution in
Donsol, Municipal Agriculturist
Lindez Espada shared, “Ngana
po, baga man sana kita
nanggana sa lotto. Sana ubos na
biyaya na pigatao kan SAAD,
mapahalagahan nindo.
Maogmahon sa pagmati ta
dakulong kagamitan ang nagabot para sa pupunan nindong
pagbenta. Tinawan kamo nin
puhunan, ang dapat tang
gibuhon ay mapalago para kita
ay umasenso.”
(Today, it’s like we just won the
lottery. I hope that we would
give value to all of these
interventions given by SAAD. I
am feeling happy to see the
kitchenware that you will be
using for your enterprise. Now
that we already have capital, all
we have to do is to make this
grow so that we can prosper.)
Meanwhile, in Catanduanes, 15
FAs from Gigmoto, Bato, San
Miguel, Baras, Bagamanoc, and
Panganiban also benefited from
various cooking sets, measuring
cups, equipment, and other
ingredients worth Php 937,200.
The associations were:
• Sioron

High-Value Commercial
Farmers Association (SHVCFA),
• San Pedro Farmers Association
(SPFA),
• Gigmoto San Vicente SAAD
Farmers Association
(GSVSAADFA),
• San Roque Vegetable
Association (SRVA),
• San Marcos Vegetable Farmers
Association,
• Tobrehon Vegetable Farmers
Association,
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• JMA

Tucao Vegetable Farmers
Association,
• San Miguel SAAD Vegetable
Farmers Association,
• SAAD San Roque Planters
Association,
• Suchan Vegetable Farmers
Association,
• San Miguel Farm Workers
Association,
• Salvacion Farmers Association,
Cabuyoan High-Value Crops
Association,
• Kilikilihan Vegetable Farmers
Association, and
• Balatohan Vegetable Farmers
Association.
Clarissa Mendoza, member of
recipient association, shared,
“Kami po San Vicente Gigmoto
SAAD Farmers Association ay
taos pusong nagpapasalamat sa
SAAD sa inyong walang sawang
tulong at suporta na ibinibigay sa
aming mga farmers. Mula noon
hanggang sa kasalukuyan
ramdam namin ang inyong
pagpapahalaga at walang
sawang suporta. Maraming
maraming salamat po SAAD. God
bless po.”
(We, the San Vicente Gigmoto
SAAD Farmers Association
extend our heartfelt gratitude to
SAAD, for your unwavering
support given to the farmers.
From the beginning up to this
day, we feel valued and
supported. Thank you very
much SAAD. God bless.)
In Masbate, the following 6 FAs
from Mandaon, Balud, San
Pascual, Monreal, Esperanza,
and Pio V. Corpus received the
package worth Php 374,800:
•

•

Samahang Pangkaunlaran ng
Tagpu at Nanipsan
(SAPANGTANAN),
Nagkakaisang Mamamayan

Tungo sa Kaunlaran –
Panubigan (NAMATUKAPanubigan),
• San Pedro Vegetable Growers
Organization (SPVGO),
• Maglambong-Cantorna,
Monreal Fruits and Vegetable
Farmers’ Association
(MAGCAMOFAVEFA),
• San Roque Vegetable Growers
Association (SRVGA), and
Lampuyang Fruits and
Vegetable Growers Association
(LFVGA).
The farmers enhanced their
production by processing foods
such as pickled papaya,
ampalaya, and other vegetables,
squash crackers, ube puto,
shakoy, peanut butter, squash
yema, donut, and squash
kropek.
They also plan on producing
more products such as squash
molido, squash puto, tomato
jam, and squash brittle out of
their harvest to address
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concerns on the oversupply of
farm produce during off-season.
Regional Dairy Production and
Technology Center
Superintendent Engr. Agnes
Espinola joined the SAAD
Sorsogon staff in the
distribution of intervention while
Agricultural Program
Coordinating Officer (APCO) for
Catanduanes Rafael Magallanes
also participated in the
distribution of intervention
Catanduanes FAs.
The project further opens
enterprising opportunities to the
farmers, most of whom are
engaged in vegetable
production as they already have
initial knowledge in food
processing acquired through the
training on enterprise
development conducted by the
DA-SAAD throughout the year.
### (Angelica A. Blanco, RPMSO
Information Officer)

7 Sultan Kudarat FAs receive
another set of layer chickens

SULTAN KUDARAT,
December 13, 2021 – To
produce more fresh table eggs,
another 2,000 layer chickens
were dispersed to 7 farmers’
associations (FA) in Palimbang,
Sultan Kudarat. The project
which is under the FY 2021 Layer
Chicken Production of the
Department of Agriculture –
Special Area for Agricultural
Development (DA-SAAD)
Program was distributed on
December 1.

The distribution was led by
Lebak Mayor Frederick Celestial,
Bagumbayan Mayor Jonalette E.
De Pedro, SAAD Sultan Kudarat
Team Leader Normohammad L.
Lembak together with the
provincial staff, and the
municipal staff of Lebak and
Bagumbayan. ### (Aisa T. Lina,
SAAD 12 Information Officer)

The Php 1.3 million worth of
project will benefit 225 farmers
who begin to contemplate the
idea of raising poultry.
From planting various crops, the
members believe that the
project is an excellent
opportunity that ensures
significant returns. It can be
immediately lucrative just by
selling the eggs produced.

Scan to see list of
Sultan Kudarat FAs
who receive the
Layer Chicken
Project from SAAD
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Sorsogon farmers earn
from DA-SAAD’s chicken
production project
SORSOGON, January 20, 2021 –
Thirty (30) members of the
Catanagan Farmer’s Association
reported Php 7,715 initial
income from selling chicken
eggs, a business developed from
the Free-Range Production
Project granted by the
Department of Agriculture –
Special Area for Agricultural
Development (DA-SAAD)
Program in 2021.
The Php 562,000 poultry inputs
received by the association in
August includes 400 native
chickens, 40 pieces (pcs) of
laminated sacks, 120 bags of
chicken feed layer, 80 bags of
chicken grower, 80pc of chicken
feeder, 80pc of chicken drinker
or waterer, and 8 rolls of plastic
screen or net.
The group was divided into two
subgroups assigned to the
management and raising of the
free-range chicken (Kabir).
Subgroup-1 (20 members)
raised 270 chickens in a 500
square meters (sqm) communal
area while Subgroup-2 (10
members) managed the
remaining 130 chickens in their
200sqm shared space.
After two months of good
chicken management, each
subgroup started to gather eggs
and sold them in pieces and in
trays. From November to
December, 493 eggs were sold
at Php 5/pc and 35 trays at
Php 150/tray.
According to the members, the
first two years will be the
chicken’s peak production. Then,
egg counts will naturally
decrease each following year as

the birds enter retirement
around 5 to 7 years.
Marites Gumal, member of the
association, shared her
gratitude to the SAAD Program.
She said, “Damo damo po na
pasasalamat para sa SAAD na
napili kami na mahatagan sin
mga manok. Dakulang bagay po
talaga ini saamon na
makabenepisyo didi sa programa
nindo. Maogmahon po ang
saamo asosasyon.”
[We’re very grateful to SAAD for
choosing us as a recipient of
these chickens. It is a huge help
to be a beneficiary of this
program. Our association is
really happy.]
According to FA President Gerry
Baldebina, they built a house for
the chickens using their
earnings.
The remaining money will be
allocated to the association’s
maintenance cost that will be
incurred such as for biologics
and feeds.
This year, the group plans to
start their production of valueadding products such as
kakanin, bilangoy, and leche flan
using chicken eggs from their
harvest. ###
(Pauline Trixia Borja, SAAD
Program Sorsogon Information
Officer)

Scan to see
Catanagan FA’s
chicken egg
production income
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DA-SAAD Bicol’s Result-Based
Monitoring and Evaluation
Rapid Appraisal (RBMERA)

BICOL, December 1, 2021 –
The Department of Agriculture –
Special Area for Agricultural
Development (DA-SAAD) Bicol
together with the development
officers of the SAAD national
office conducted a Result-Based
Monitoring and Evaluation Rapid
Appraisal (RBMERA) in the
provinces of Catanduanes and
Sorsogon from November 16 to
18, 2021 to evaluate project field
implementations and maintain
timely delivery of interventions
to the beneficiaries.
Masbate was not included in the
RBMERA due to COVID-19
restrictions implemented by the
provincial local government unit.
The activity was led by SAAD
Bicol Action Officer Dr. Mary
Grace DP. Rodriguez, DA-Region
5 Agricultural Program
Coordinating Officer (APCO) for
Sorsogon Florentino Ubalde Jr.,
SAAD regional staff, and SAAD
national Planning, Monitoring,
and Evaluation (PME) Officers
Marie Abigail De La Cruz, Ashley
Mae Apigo, and Gio Renzo
Caballero.
The RBMERA is one of the
activities of the SAAD Program
to evaluate the SAAD
beneficiaries and the impact of
its projects. Its conduct will
justify the importance of the
program and will serve as a
basis for possible extension.
To review and harmonize the
project implementation
procedures of the DA-SAAD
Bicol in line with the guidelines
set by the national office, the
regional process flow was
revisited during the monitoring.
SAAD Catanduanes and

Sorsogon also presented their
provincial process flow.
The regional and provincial
process flow shows how the
SAAD Program started its
implementation and how the
SAAD beneficiaries were chosen
such that consultation and
coordination with local
government units (LGU) and
other stakeholders were
conducted, and data from the
Philippine Statistics Authority
(PSA) on poverty incidence were
considered during the planning
stage.
SAAD officers visited the
vegetable production project of
the San Roque Vegetable
Association, duck production of
the San Miguel SAAD Duck
Raisers Association, poultry
production of the Hidhid
Farmers Association, and the
corn production of the Naspi
Agricultural Workers
Association.
The four projects were identified
covering the following: Funds
transferred to the LGUs; Local
Task Forces to End Local
Communist Armed Conflict
(ELCAC) involvement;
Enterprises established; Big
ticket projects; Typhoon-affected
areas; Reported projects to
8888; and Identified projects
based on the potential,
struggles, and the change of
directions.
On October 16, 2021, San Roque
Vegetable Association (SRVA)
showcased their production
area measuring 400 square
meters (sqm) in Bato where the
casual interview was conducted.
continue at page 11
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DA-SAAD Bicol’s ResultBased...
from page 10
The SRVA is a women-led group
that recently graduated from the
season-long Farmer Field School
(FFS) on Vegetable Production
Technology conducted from
June 24 to October 8.
Meanwhile, in Baras, the duck
project of the San Miguel SAAD
Duck Raisers Association was
also evaluated, recording
continued progress on
production and gradual
establishment of small-scale egg
enterprises within the area
where transactions are recorded
and sales are saved for the
association’s fund.
Another poultry project in
Sorsogon was visited where 20
members of the Hidhid Farmers
Association are managing 400
stocks of Kabir native chicken in
a communal area measuring
1,000sqm. The project has been
up and running since the
provision of interventions on

31 Masbate vegetable...
from page 8
With the technical knowledge
acquired by the members, the
association plans to continue on
vegetable production and
engage in value-adding
enterprise once they receive the
training intervention for
enterprise development from
the DA-SAAD targeted this year.
Prior to the activity, the
association received farming
inputs intended for the FFS such
as 50 bags of organic fertilizers,
4 bags of complete fertilizer, 2
bags of urea, 4 rolls of vegetable
twine, 18 seedling trays, 1 roll of
plastic mulch, and assorted
vegetable seeds amounting to
Php 50,000 under the
High-Value Crops Production
Project on September 23.
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August 5.
During the interview, Hidhid
Farmers Association member
Policarpio Ramos shared, “Mas
maganda ang grupo kasi
nagkakadarayunan (It is better
as a group because we work
together).”
The group, through its president
Rufino Gallanosa also shared
their plans to produce organic
feeds with the help of the
program as alternative animal
feed when supplies run out.
Moreover, the Naspi Agricultural
Workers Association (NAWA),
established in 2020 amid the
pandemic in Pilar, warmly
welcomed the national to
provincial team of the DA-SAAD.

market) for promotion of their
products; and plans to acquire
machinery such as corn shelter,
act mini corn mitt, and cassava
chopper.

mga pinakagusto ko na projects
kasi makikita talaga ang impact
(SAAD is one of the projects that
I like because you can really see
its impact).”

The group provided stories of
their accomplishments aligned
to their mission, vision, and
plans, issues and problems
within the association.

Ubalde Jr. reminded the
association to keep the good
relationship among its members
for the continued success of the
association.

They already established a
talipapa (small wet/temporary

Municipal Mayor of Pilar Carolyn
Sy-Reyes said, “Isa ang SAAD sa

Information gathered during the
monitoring and evaluation
activities will serve as a basis to
come up with policy
recommendations to further
assist the SAAD farmers. ###
(Angelica Blanco, RPMSO
Information Officer)

During the commencement
Present during the graduation
was Municipal Agriculturist (MA)
Engr. Jever L. Malaras, Chairman
of the Committee on Agriculture
Hon. Cicero S. Conag from LGU
Esperanza and Board Member
of the 3rd district of Masbate
Hon. George A. Gonzales Jr.
Municipal High Value Crops
Development Program (HVCDP)
Coordinator of local government
unit (LGU) Esperanza Novelen B.
Laurio introduced the 31
graduates during the activity.
The officials of the LGU
Esperanza were grateful for the
FFS intervention received by the
farmers in their locality which
will capacitate them to enhance

their vegetable crop production
activities.
Jocebil P. Arcenal, President of
the association, was thankful to
the DA-SAAD for the opportunity
given to them through the FFS.
“Nagpapasalamat ako sa DASAAD at kay Ma’am Cita dahil sa
maraming tinuro sa amin tungkol
sa tamang pagtatanim ng gulay
at pag-aabono at pagsugpo ng
mga peste.”
(I am thankful for the DA-SAAD
and to Ma’am Cita for the
knowledge imparted to us on
the proper vegetable production
and fertilizer application, as well

as pest management.)
The conduct of FFS encouraged
them to pursue vegetable
farming and gave them an
opportunity to enhance their
vegetable farming practices.
“Nagapasalamat ako sa DA-SAAD
na kani na FFS diri giheld sa
amua, ug sa staff man san
Agriculture Office, daghang
salamat po” [I would like to
thank the DA-SAAD that this FFS
was held in our barangay and
also to the Agriculture Office,
thank you very much]. ###
(Jay Ogaya, SAAD Masbate
Information Officer)
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