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�e Progre�ion shows the 
transformation of individual farmers or 
fisherfolk, who were formed into 
organizations, to become agripreneurs.

DA-SAAD Director Myer Mula visited the 50 members 
of Lower Teren Teren Farmer’s Association and their 
50 hectares upland rice farm in barangay Dado, 
Alamada, Cotabato in August 2021.



Malubibit Norte, Malubibit Sur, Anninipan, San Jose, Tamlunog (MAST) Farmer Cooperative Association (FCA) in Flora, Apayao

“We should get all our acts together 
by converging and synergizing our 

programs, projects, and efforts to 
modernize Philippine agriculture 

and fishery sectors.
William D. Dar, PhD

Secretary, Department of Agriculture

“
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““
FOREWORD

Agripreneurship—or entrepreneurship in the food 
and agriculture sectors—offers opportunities for 
subsistence farmers and fishers to earn higher 
income and enjoy a more comfortable life. Hence, 
it has the potential to generate growth and 
promote social and economic development in rural 
areas.

Towards the end, the Department of Agriculture 
(DA), guided by its key strategies under the 
OneDA Reform Agenda, works to revitalize and 
modernize Philippine agriculture and fishery 
sectors through the Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program, among other 
programs. Through SAAD and other programs, we 
wish to empower our small food producers in 
value-addition by equipping them with the right 
skills (organizational, technical, and 
entrepreneurial) and providing them necessary 
inputs.

I am proud of what the SAAD Program has 
accomplished, especially during this ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic. Despite logistical 
restrictions, our implementers fulfilled their roles of 
assisting the beneficiaries to succeed in their 
farming and fishing endeavors.

May this publication enlighten you, our readers, of 
what we are doing to achieve ‘Masaganang Ani at 
Mataas na Kita’, among our farmers and fisherfolk. William D. Dar, PhD

Secretary

Let us w�k hand-in-hand
 in making agriculture
and fis�ry pr��


and su	ain�
.
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Message
I am pleased to present the ‘The Progression: 
2021 News Compendium’ of the Department of 
Agriculture - Special for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program, which has been drawn up in 
order to give a concise and complete overview of 
the program’s project management results in 2021. 
It is hoped that this compendium of success 
stories will bring inspiration to all stakeholders, 
especially the farmers, fisherfolk, program 
implementers, and policymakers.

As its driver of publicity, the program produced 
press releases, magazines, and monthly 
newsletters to monitor the progress of the projects 
implemented and everything that transpired at the 
regional, provincial, and municipal level.

In spite of the barriers the COVID-19 pandemic 
exhibited, the program implementers were able to 
keep their readers updated. In its 2021 
denouement, the program’s public relations and 
communications cluster has compiled all its 
noteworthy and significant reports recorded within 
the year.

To the farmers and fisherfolk, we commend you for 
never stopping while standing strong in the middle 
of this storm and for fulfilling the responsibility to 
feed the nation. 

To the readers of this piece of communication, we 
hope that you enjoy and find this appropriately 
informative.

�ank y�, �r farmers and
 fis�rf�k, f� t� ser�� y� 
pr�ided � �ery co	un�y. 

We are �l in th� ��t�r.

““

Engr. Ariel T. Cayanan
Undersecretary for Operations 

and Agri-Fisheries Mechanization
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Message
It is an honor to present to you the Special Area for
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program’s 2021
news compendium titled ‘The Progression’.

As the title suggests, this compendium shares the
efforts and accomplishments of the farmers,
fishers, implementers, and partners in the national
and local government units contributing to the
growth of the agriculture and fishery sectors.

The SAAD Program of the Department of
Agriculture is still committed in transforming
livelihood projects from self-sustenance to
established enterprises to achieve its goals –
increasing food production and improving the
economic status of our fellow farmers and
fisherfolk.

May the news and stories produced from the
development of the livelihood projects serve as
inspiration and motivation to the readers.

““

Ulysses J. Lustria, Jr.
Deputy Director, DA-SAAD

We ho� that t� hard w�k
and su�e�  �l those inv�ved

in t� program contin� in
t� year 20� and �yond.
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Message
We continue to bring another light into the meaning of freedom among 
the marginalized… Freedom which is probably new to the 
communities we worked with, given that some of our areas remained 
untouched until the Special Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program of the Department of Agriculture (DA) transformed the lives of 
our farmers and fishers. 

This transformation is reciprocal. It is finding ourselves, and the 
communities we work with in a liminal space, a confined area where 
development is fostered. We take pride in the fact that we have 
reached this phase, and that it is mutually transformative. As we go, 
we try to highlight each unique process of transformation, at the same 
time, reflect on how it collectively fuels our mission. 

When I was appointed to the program, I emphasized the importance of 
narratives and voices coming from the field. After all, it is for the 
farmers and fishers that the program exists. We know and value how 
these voices are essential to spark or conceive a unified and 
collective action and to secure an inclusive and just change in the 
agriculture and fishery sectors. 

We have done this through the active narration of the program’s 
progress, appointing information officers in the provinces to be the 
voice not just for the beneficiaries and the program but also as a local 
eye and tongue on the liminal space where important changes 
happen, from the individual to the communal level.

SAAD’s 2021 news compendium entitled ‘The Progression’ resounds 
the ceaseless efforts and service of the program to make the 
communities’ voices be heard. 

As we progress in the program, most of the stories share our 
beneficiaries and their associations’ journey on enterprising, and the 
main components of the preparations such as undergoing training 
and workshops as well as receiving supplementary materials in 
value-adding activities. 

This is our way to empower our farmers and fishers. It might be too 
much to say that we are pulling them out of poverty but I believe SAAD 
provides a passage to freedom; to join the economic activity and to 
free them from isolation due to lack of opportunities. 

““

Myer G. Mula, PhD
Director, DA-SAAD

�r t� F�ipino 
farmers and fis�rs, 

and w�h t�m, 
we w�l ca�y on. 
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hrough the Special Area for 
Agriculture Development 
(SAAD) Program, the 
Department of Agriculture 

(DA) has been serving the 
marginalized Filipino farmers and 
fisherfolk in 30 provinces for five 
years now.

With goals of increasing the 
income and improving the 
economic status of the farmers and 
fishers, the ‘The Progression: 2021 
News Compendium’ highlighted the 
SAAD Program’s efforts in 
establishing community-based 
enterprises. 

This publication is guided by one 
of the DA’s key strategies under the 
OneDA Reform Agenda (Figure 1) 
– Strategic Communications – to 
accelerate the transformation of 
Philippine agriculture. The strategy 
aims to pursue comprehensive and 
proactive communications for the 
agri-fishery sector and to 
strengthen awareness among 
stakeholders, partners, and the 
public.

T

Strategic way to 
communicate SAAD’s 
efforts

Introduction

Figure 1. OneDA Reform Agenda
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Resiliency remained in 2021
The COVID-19 pandemic has been challenging for the smallholder 
farmers and fisherfolk since March 2020. The declaration of a state 
of public health emergency with lockdown restrictions imposed all 
over the nation disrupted logistics involving farming activities and 
delivery of government inputs.

The strict enforcement of quarantine checkpoints and limited 
options for transportation hinder the farmers and fishers to market 
their produce. This woe is particularly felt in the far-flung areas of 
the SAAD Program.

Aside from the pandemic, typhoons Fabian in July, Jolina in 
September, and Odette in December are some of the strong 
calamities which caused damages to fisheries, crops, livestock, 
and poultry as well as agricultural infrastructures, machinery, and 
equipmet. 

Despite the challenges, farmers and fishers remained steadfast as 
the DA facilitated not just their production targets but also placed 
their welfare and livelihood at the topmost priority. The SAAD 
Program is proof of this effort wherein `success is the summation 
of cooperation, it is always connected with action and not looking 
back´.

One of the program’s major components is Marketing Assistance 
and Enterprise Development. With this, SAAD implementers 
helped farming and fishing communities create enterprises by 
establishing market linkages and providing technical assistance.
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SAAD Director Myer Mula said marketing 
assistance and enterprise development are 
important for shaping farmers and fishers to 
become successful entrepreneurs.

“Agripreneurship will open enormous 
possibilities for the subsistence farmers and 
fisherfolk, whose simple aspiration is to have 
food and some cash on a seasonal basis, to 
transform them as contributors to stable 
livelihood,” he added.

With the DA’s 18 key strategies, the SAAD 
Program enabled farmers and fishers to market 
their produce especially during the height of the 
pandemic with assistance from partners such as 
the local government units, private sectors, and 
other government agencies.

The SAAD Program also utilized other marketing 
platforms such as the DA’s KADIWA ni Ani at 
Kita as well as the SAAD Saga 2021.

KADIWA or ‘Katuwang sa Diwa at Gawa para sa 
Masaganang Ani at Mataas na Kita’ is a 
marketing strategy of the DA which directly 
connects the food producers to the consumers 
with affordable local products. 

Meanwhile, the SAAD Saga is a venue for 
information exchange, policy discussions, and 
product promotion. It featured the stories and 
journeys of exceptional farmers and fisherfolk 
through presentations. It is also a platform for 
them to showcase and sell their products 
through trade exhibits conducted in various 
places such as malls.  

Aside from linking farmers and fisherfolk to 
marketing opportunities, the SAAD Program 
also poured efforts to improve their 
entrepreneurial skills through training courses 
and capability-building programs.

Agripreneurship as the end goal
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To promote government transparency and 
accountability, the DA-SAAD Program created 
this compendium to consolidate activities and 
accomplishments of the program as well as 
factual and inspiring stories of the local farmers 
and fisherfolk.

A total of 321 articles, sorted by the type of 
livelihood projects provided by the program, 
make up this year’s milestones and 
achievements toward a food-secure and resilient 
Philippines with empowered and prosperous 
farmers and fisherfolk.

In 2021, the program carried out 569 livelihood 
projects for 3,516 farmers, 4,626 fisherfolk, and 
1,417 groups with 47,735 members. The 
projects established 137 community-based 
enterprises managed by 139 groups with 4,732 
members. 

Consolidated facts and stories

256news256
64features64
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Vegetables and other High-Value Crops

Lublub elder helps community keep hunger at bay amid pandemic through DA-SAAD project

October 7, 2021

Background 

Valderrama is one of the 18 municipalities 
in Antique, in which most of its barangays 
are in the upland where accessibility is 
limited. Only those in the Poblacion and its 
vicinity have good access roads which can 
be reached by all types of vehicles. 

The town center is approximately 50 
kilometers from San Jose, the capital town 
of Antique. 

Barangay Lublub is among the farthest 
villages from town proper and can only be 
reached by habal-habal (enhanced 
motorbike) ride with a minimum fare of 
Php 200 per passenger and another 
Php 100 for baggage. 

Farming has always been the bread and 
butter of the Lublub residents in providing 
families’ needs and children’s education. 
Rice is the main produce while other crops 
include banana, squash, cassava, sweet 
potato, and peanut. 

Due to the effects of climate change which 
resulted in a long dry spell, some farmers in 
the town were not able to plant rice for 
several cropping seasons in the previous 
years. Others also often lack capital for 
their farm inputs and most of them rely on 
credit for their needs. 

About Josephine Canja

Josephine Canja is a 60-year-old mother of 
5 and a full-time farmer married to Antonio. 
They are tenants of a two-hectare land 
since 2002 which they utilized and 
converted into a productive area planted 
with rice, banana, and root crops such as 
taro, sweet potato, and peanut. 

She usually earns Php 300 a week which is 
used to support her family’s daily needs. 
Antonio helps his wife in marketing their 
produce in the neighborhood and in the 
town proper. 

“Mabudlay ang sitwasyon ridya sa amon sa 
ngaran nga bukid bay dya kag pigado ang 
mga tawu. Kun ma failure ang amon nga 
mga product, wara man kami it income,” 

said Josephine. 

(The situation here in our area is difficult 
since we are located in the mountains and 
the people here are poor. If our production 
fails, this means we don’t have an income) 

In 2017, she joined the Lublub Fresh 
Vegetable Noodle Maker Association 
(LFVNMA) in hopes to gain additional 
income and likewise be part of an inclusive 
group that ensures a hunger-free 
community through food production.  

Since then, Josephine was elected as 
the business manager who oversees 
the productivity and efficiency of their 
Department of Labor and 
Employment-registered group. Part of 
her tasks is implementing business 
strategies, evaluating the association’s 
sales performances, as well as supervising 
the members.

Project implementation

In 2020, a team from the Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) of the 

Department of Agriculture (DA) reached the 
municipality to validate and profile farmers 
who are included in the list of qualified 
beneficiaries based on the data of the 
municipality on poverty incidence. 

The group was chosen as recipient of 
SAAD’s FY 2020 Peanut Production 
Project. Their interventions include 15 bags 
of peanut seeds, 5 bags of T14 fertilizer, 
and 5 bags of vermicast.

Josephine and the 25 registered members 
of LFVNMA were required to attend the 
orientation and various capability building 
training before receiving the agricultural 
inputs worth Php 31,750 on January 3, 
2021. After the distribution, Lublub farmers 
started their land preparation. 

On January 6, 2021, they planted the seeds 
in their 15.1 hectares (ha) communal area 
by placing the peanut seeds two inches 
deep and eight inches apart in loose, 
well-drained soil. 

continue to next page
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According to Josephine, a typical day for 
her would mean being up before sunrise to 
inspect plants for possible insects, keep the 
planting beds weed-free and cultivate lightly 
to keep the soil loose.

Josephine explained that overwatering 
can hurt the peanuts just as much as 
underwatering, so they are focusing on 
keeping a record of local rainfall events and 
especially the irrigation applications.

She also emphasized that blindly irrigating 
plants a set number of times per week 
throughout the season will not aid in 
properly meeting the requirements for the 
crop. 

The association holds quarterly meetings 
where they tackle issues and concerns of 
each member as well as present financial 
and operational records.

Project Outcome 

After almost three months of continued 
effort on tending their peanut production, 
the group harvested about 2,300 kilograms 
(kg) of peanuts in April. 

Each of the members has his own schedule 
of trading their produce at Php 33/kg at the 
town’s public market. So far, the group has 
a gross income of Php 75,900. 

Josephine said they set aside two sacks of 
peanut seeds from their harvest, which 
would be planted in the next cropping 
season. They are all hopeful to gain more 
income in the coming months since they 
still have standing crops to be harvested.

Additional project intervention: 
Squash production 

Seeing the promising peanut production of 
LFVNMA, the SAAD further granted the 
group two cans of squash seeds worth 
Php 8,400 funded from the program’s 
savings in March 2021. The squash seeds 
planted in a 3,000 square meters’ 
communal garden augmented the existing 
squash production of the group. 

From June to July this year, the group 
harvested about 30kg of squash and so far 
earned Php 2,550 by making squash 
noodles, which are not only cheap but also 
nutritious. 

According to Josephine, one of the 
brainchild of the group’s squash noodles, 
the venture is just small-scale at the 
moment. They earn some money supplying 
the noodles to local restaurants, which 
usually cook the noodles as pancit canton, 
lomi, and beef or chicken mami. Josephine 
said the LFVNMA hopes to expand the 
business. 

Project impact 

To ensure the project’s sustainability, the 
group also created policies such as the 
paying scheme. As stated, the association 
will receive a 5% share while the rest will 
go to the members. 

According to Josephine, the project of the 
SAAD Program helped them in sustaining 
the food requirement of each of their 
members’ family during this pandemic. 

For the Canja family, the income they got 
from the peanut production was used to 
purchase milk for their 3-month-old 
grandchild and likewise a new bolo for 
Antonio. 

Plans 

Josephine said they are hopeful of their 
group’s future undertakings. They are 
planning to get involved in producing 
peanut butter and squash cake, which are 

not only affordable but also nutritious. 

The group also wants to venture into 
squash noodle production as they are 
geared towards it. However, they still need 
to be equipped more through hands-on 
experience and technical training.

They will also create a social media page 
where they could trade their produce online 
in hopes to establish links with institutional 
buyers. ### (Christ John Gamarcha)

ZDN farmers’ association harvests 1MT 
squash from communal garden

September 24, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, September 
20, 2021 – The Buenavista Farmers 
Association (BFA) in Zamboanga del Norte 
(ZDN) harvested 1 metric ton (mt) of 
squash worth over Php 30,000 from their 
half-hectare area communal garden on 
September 16.

The group is a beneficiary of the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program’s Vegetable Production Project for 
2021 worth Php 202,074.

Despite the province being placed under 
the general community quarantine (GCQ) 
status until September 30, 2021 according 
to Executive Order No. 21-84, the 

association generated income from the 
project.

Fifteen out of the 30 BFA members 
participated in the harvesting of about 
1,920 pieces of squash sold to a private 
buyer at Php 18-20 each. The BFA also 
cultivates a combined estimated land area 
of 6,000 m2 of their individual backyard.

Association president Chona Palubon said, 
“The SAAD project encouraged us to plant 
different kinds of vegetables in our 
respective backyards. At first, we noticed 
that some of the members failed so we 
decided to establish this communal 
garden.”

The association members gather every 
Wednesday to maintain the communal 

garden.

“The best part about this SAAD Program is 
it provides a packaged intervention. The 
program provides the main inputs such as 
seeds and fertilizers, the farming tools such 
as drums, bolo, and knapsack sprayers, 
and the knowledge support through social 
preparation and training. They provide us 
not just tangible inputs but also the 
learnings that will surely never be taken 
away from us,” shared Ms. Chona.

In 2020, the association received 
Php 197,384 worth of inputs such as 

fertilizers, nets, garden tools, water pump, 
and knapsack sprayer. They also received 
seeds for cabbage, carrots, bell pepper, 
tomato, carrots, squash, eggplant, 
ampalaya, baguio beans, and cucumber 
worth Php 23,450. The local government 
unit (LGU) offered the area to be utilized by 
the association where they planted squash 
and earned Php 7,995 from their 395 
kilograms harvest.

The group primarily produce for their 
personal consumption selling the surplus to 
their neighbors. ### (Aimee Lou Madjus) September 17, 2021

MASBATE, September 13, 2021 – A 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program vegetable production beneficiary 
now delivers fresh harvests to customers 
through a motorcycle bought from sales.

Erlinda Llanto, a 56-year-old mother of 
seven, is a member of the Brgy. Ilaya 
Agroforestry Farmers Association with 55 
active members.

Nanay Erlinda and her husband Wilfredo 
Llanto are engaged in rice farming from 
which they generate around Php 6,000 
income per cropping season.

Beginning

In 2018, SAAD provided Nanay Erlinda a 
package of assorted vegetable seeds, 
organic fertilizers, drums, garden tools, 
HDPE pipes, wheelbarrow, and UV-treated 

plastic under the Vegetable Production 
Project worth Php 41,963.00.

The interventions she received motivated 
her to pursue vegetable production together 
with her husband. The couple put their 
earnest dedication and effort in tending 
their 5,000 square meters (sqm) farm area. 
The project provided them with additional 
income source and access to cheap and 
nutritious food for their family consumption.

“Naghatag gid bulig an SAAD sa amon. Sa 
pag-panghatag ninda san seeds, sa 
pag-follow up ninda sa amon na mabuligan 
kami na mga farmers,” Nanay Erlinda 
shared.

[SAAD gives us support by providing 
seeds, follow-up assistance to really help 
us, farmers.]

While gradually learning the management 
side of their small-scale vegetable 
enterprise, Nanay Erlinda started to record 
her harvests and sales.

Her most recent production recorded a 
Php 41,230 sales out of her 804 kilograms 
(kg) harvest of assorted vegetables from 
July to August 2021 (Table 1).

Her produce was sold within the 
community and neighboring barangays in 
the municipality by peddling.

About 40% of Erlinda’s income from her 
vegetable production became part of their 
savings while the remaining was used for 
their family’s needs.

SAAD’s assistance, more than 
food for the table

In 2020, Erlinda managed to buy a 
motorcycle from their savings which they 

used for selling the vegetable harvests.

“An gina-kita ko sa gulay gina-savings 
namon, tag binakal namon motor. Amo na 
an amon ginagamit pag deliver san gulay, 
di na kami budlayan,” she said.

[My profit from the vegetable, we put it in 
savings, and we used it to buy a 
motorcycle. We are using it to deliver our 
produce so it won’t be a hassle anymore.]

She and her husband ride the motorcycle to 
peddle fresh vegetable harvest. Their 
savings also helped three of their children 
finish their tertiary education.

“Dako dako �d an p��amat 
namon kay sinda an nag-
su��t nagdako an amon 
income, nakagradua� an m� 
anak ko, naka-tipon kami,” 
Nanay Erlinda attested.

[We are very grateful because of their 
support; our income grew and my children 
finished their studies. We also manage to 
save from our earnings.]

Preparing for the next cropping season, she 
also encourages her children to engage in 
vegetable farming. She expects the next 
production income to be used for the 
renovation of their house.

The project provided by the program 
allowed Erlinda and other farmers in the 
municipality of Balud to venture into 
vegetable production. ### (Jay Ogaya and 
Angelica Blanco)



From farm to doorstep: SAAD farmer 
delivers fresh vegetables to customers

8

September 24, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, September 
20, 2021 – The Buenavista Farmers 
Association (BFA) in Zamboanga del Norte 
(ZDN) harvested 1 metric ton (mt) of 
squash worth over Php 30,000 from their 
half-hectare area communal garden on 
September 16.

The group is a beneficiary of the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program’s Vegetable Production Project for 
2021 worth Php 202,074.

Despite the province being placed under 
the general community quarantine (GCQ) 
status until September 30, 2021 according 
to Executive Order No. 21-84, the 

association generated income from the 
project.

Fifteen out of the 30 BFA members 
participated in the harvesting of about 
1,920 pieces of squash sold to a private 
buyer at Php 18-20 each. The BFA also 
cultivates a combined estimated land area 
of 6,000 m2 of their individual backyard.

Association president Chona Palubon said, 
“The SAAD project encouraged us to plant 
different kinds of vegetables in our 
respective backyards. At first, we noticed 
that some of the members failed so we 
decided to establish this communal 
garden.”

The association members gather every 
Wednesday to maintain the communal 

garden.

“The best part about this SAAD Program is 
it provides a packaged intervention. The 
program provides the main inputs such as 
seeds and fertilizers, the farming tools such 
as drums, bolo, and knapsack sprayers, 
and the knowledge support through social 
preparation and training. They provide us 
not just tangible inputs but also the 
learnings that will surely never be taken 
away from us,” shared Ms. Chona.

In 2020, the association received 
Php 197,384 worth of inputs such as 

fertilizers, nets, garden tools, water pump, 
and knapsack sprayer. They also received 
seeds for cabbage, carrots, bell pepper, 
tomato, carrots, squash, eggplant, 
ampalaya, baguio beans, and cucumber 
worth Php 23,450. The local government 
unit (LGU) offered the area to be utilized by 
the association where they planted squash 
and earned Php 7,995 from their 395 
kilograms harvest.

The group primarily produce for their 
personal consumption selling the surplus to 
their neighbors. ### (Aimee Lou Madjus) September 17, 2021

MASBATE, September 13, 2021 – A 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program vegetable production beneficiary 
now delivers fresh harvests to customers 
through a motorcycle bought from sales.

Erlinda Llanto, a 56-year-old mother of 
seven, is a member of the Brgy. Ilaya 
Agroforestry Farmers Association with 55 
active members.

Nanay Erlinda and her husband Wilfredo 
Llanto are engaged in rice farming from 
which they generate around Php 6,000 
income per cropping season.

Beginning

In 2018, SAAD provided Nanay Erlinda a 
package of assorted vegetable seeds, 
organic fertilizers, drums, garden tools, 
HDPE pipes, wheelbarrow, and UV-treated 

plastic under the Vegetable Production 
Project worth Php 41,963.00.

The interventions she received motivated 
her to pursue vegetable production together 
with her husband. The couple put their 
earnest dedication and effort in tending 
their 5,000 square meters (sqm) farm area. 
The project provided them with additional 
income source and access to cheap and 
nutritious food for their family consumption.

“Naghatag gid bulig an SAAD sa amon. Sa 
pag-panghatag ninda san seeds, sa 
pag-follow up ninda sa amon na mabuligan 
kami na mga farmers,” Nanay Erlinda 
shared.

[SAAD gives us support by providing 
seeds, follow-up assistance to really help 
us, farmers.]

continue to next page

While gradually learning the management 
side of their small-scale vegetable 
enterprise, Nanay Erlinda started to record 
her harvests and sales.

Her most recent production recorded a 
Php 41,230 sales out of her 804 kilograms 
(kg) harvest of assorted vegetables from 
July to August 2021 (Table 1).

Her produce was sold within the 
community and neighboring barangays in 
the municipality by peddling.

About 40% of Erlinda’s income from her 
vegetable production became part of their 
savings while the remaining was used for 
their family’s needs.

SAAD’s assistance, more than 
food for the table

In 2020, Erlinda managed to buy a 
motorcycle from their savings which they 

used for selling the vegetable harvests.

“An gina-kita ko sa gulay gina-savings 
namon, tag binakal namon motor. Amo na 
an amon ginagamit pag deliver san gulay, 
di na kami budlayan,” she said.

[My profit from the vegetable, we put it in 
savings, and we used it to buy a 
motorcycle. We are using it to deliver our 
produce so it won’t be a hassle anymore.]

She and her husband ride the motorcycle to 
peddle fresh vegetable harvest. Their 
savings also helped three of their children 
finish their tertiary education.

“Dako dako �d an p��amat 
namon kay sinda an nag-
su��t nagdako an amon 
income, nakagradua� an m� 
anak ko, naka-tipon kami,” 
Nanay Erlinda attested.

[We are very grateful because of their 
support; our income grew and my children 
finished their studies. We also manage to 
save from our earnings.]

Preparing for the next cropping season, she 
also encourages her children to engage in 
vegetable farming. She expects the next 
production income to be used for the 
renovation of their house.

The project provided by the program 
allowed Erlinda and other farmers in the 
municipality of Balud to venture into 
vegetable production. ### (Jay Ogaya and 
Angelica Blanco)
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MASBATE, September 13, 2021 – A 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program vegetable production beneficiary 
now delivers fresh harvests to customers 
through a motorcycle bought from sales.

Erlinda Llanto, a 56-year-old mother of 
seven, is a member of the Brgy. Ilaya 
Agroforestry Farmers Association with 55 
active members.

Nanay Erlinda and her husband Wilfredo 
Llanto are engaged in rice farming from 
which they generate around Php 6,000 
income per cropping season.

Beginning

In 2018, SAAD provided Nanay Erlinda a 
package of assorted vegetable seeds, 
organic fertilizers, drums, garden tools, 
HDPE pipes, wheelbarrow, and UV-treated 

plastic under the Vegetable Production 
Project worth Php 41,963.00.

The interventions she received motivated 
her to pursue vegetable production together 
with her husband. The couple put their 
earnest dedication and effort in tending 
their 5,000 square meters (sqm) farm area. 
The project provided them with additional 
income source and access to cheap and 
nutritious food for their family consumption.

“Naghatag gid bulig an SAAD sa amon. Sa 
pag-panghatag ninda san seeds, sa 
pag-follow up ninda sa amon na mabuligan 
kami na mga farmers,” Nanay Erlinda 
shared.

[SAAD gives us support by providing 
seeds, follow-up assistance to really help 
us, farmers.]

While gradually learning the management 
side of their small-scale vegetable 
enterprise, Nanay Erlinda started to record 
her harvests and sales.

Her most recent production recorded a 
Php 41,230 sales out of her 804 kilograms 
(kg) harvest of assorted vegetables from 
July to August 2021 (Table 1).

Her produce was sold within the 
community and neighboring barangays in 
the municipality by peddling.

About 40% of Erlinda’s income from her 
vegetable production became part of their 
savings while the remaining was used for 
their family’s needs.

SAAD’s assistance, more than 
food for the table

In 2020, Erlinda managed to buy a 
motorcycle from their savings which they 

used for selling the vegetable harvests.

“An gina-kita ko sa gulay gina-savings 
namon, tag binakal namon motor. Amo na 
an amon ginagamit pag deliver san gulay, 
di na kami budlayan,” she said.

[My profit from the vegetable, we put it in 
savings, and we used it to buy a 
motorcycle. We are using it to deliver our 
produce so it won’t be a hassle anymore.]

She and her husband ride the motorcycle to 
peddle fresh vegetable harvest. Their 
savings also helped three of their children 
finish their tertiary education.

“Dako dako �d an p��amat 
namon kay sinda an nag-
su��t nagdako an amon 
income, nakagradua� an m� 
anak ko, naka-tipon kami,” 
Nanay Erlinda attested.

Crops Harvest Period Volume Harvested  
(kg) 

Price/kg  
(Php) 

Earnings  
(Php) 

Squash 

July to August 2021 

161 20.00 3,220.00 
Cucumber 168 50.00 8,400.00 
Sitao 182 50.00 9,100.00 
Ampalaya 293 70.00 20,510.00 
Total  804  41,230.00 

 
[We are very grateful because of their 
support; our income grew and my children 
finished their studies. We also manage to 
save from our earnings.]

Preparing for the next cropping season, she 
also encourages her children to engage in 
vegetable farming. She expects the next 
production income to be used for the 
renovation of their house.

The project provided by the program 
allowed Erlinda and other farmers in the 
municipality of Balud to venture into 
vegetable production. ### (Jay Ogaya and 
Angelica Blanco)

Table 1. Nanay Erlinda’s production income

Region 13 Abaca farmers achieve 55% sales increase thru SAAD-funded equipment

September 10, 2021

Location

Talacogon, a 2nd class municipality, is 
considered the heart of Agusan del Sur. 
Surrounded by 8 municipalities and two 

adjacent cities, the town is advantageous 
for agricultural trade and commerce.

Barangay Cularam is located 30 minutes 
away from the sitio proper and can only be 
reached by an improvised motorbike with 
wings locally known as Skylab or 
habal-habal. Coconut and abaca farming 
are the main source of income by the 
farmers. The area is also identified as an 
End Local Communist Armed Conflict 
(ELCAC) site, and thus lacks economic 
development.

Prior to the SAAD Program

Before the Department of 
Agriculture- Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program 
intervention, the farmers were accustomed 
to the manual wide-stripping method 
(laguras). The output from this type of 
operation produces 100% low quality fiber 

(Binaba) which is priced at Php 40/kg.

Nevertheless, the farmers said they 
preferred stripping their abaca harvest 
manually because renting a machine would 
cost them 25% off their income and an 
additional 10% if they hire an operator. 
Since the machine was also stationary, 
farmers have to haul the materials from 
their farm to the machine, which makes the 
process more expensive and laborious.

Recipients of SAAD

The Culiram SAAD Abaca Farmers’ 
Association (CuSAFA), recipients of the 
SAAD Program-funded abaca production 
project in barangay Culiram, Talacogon, 
Agusan del Sur, reported a 55% increase in 
sales from processing high quality abaca 
fibers.

According to CuSAFA President Gil 

Gabales, the members stripped 13,017 
kilograms (kg) of abaca fibers using the 
SAAD-funded machines. The group has a 
combined sales of Php 991,885 from 
January 2020 to August 2021 (Table 2).

The increase in profit is due to the 80% 
high-quality fiber output (S2) which is 
priced around Php 80/kg.

CuSAFA was granted with four stripping 
machines; two portable and two manual. 
They also received materials for 10 x 8 
meters (m) UV plastic shed with a drying 
capacity of 200kg abaca fiber.

The interventions provided are part of the 
Php 6.8 million worth of abaca production 
support from FYs 2019-2021, which also 
covered the expansion of the group from 41 
to 66 members in 2020.

To equip them with the necessary skills, the 

group underwent training on machine 
operation in 2019.

The group is currently capitalizing on their 
machines, generating additional income 
from rental fees. Group members pay 5% 
off their sales while non-members at 10%.

As of August 2021, CuSAFA has a total 
savings of Php 28,933 accumulated from 
machine rental alone, which they utilize for 
equipment repair and maintenance.

Production efficiency and quality

The  efficient abaca production ensures the 
high quality of the fiber. Since they 

transitioned from manual to mechanized 
stripping, the quality of their fiber has 
improved from 100% low grade to 80% high 
grade with only 20% low grade.

Mr. Gabales said that processing five 
bundles of abaca sheets (one Balotan) 
usually consumes a day or two if done 
manually. Using the stripping machines, it 
now only takes 30 minutes to complete the 
process. They can now process 100kg of 
abaca fibers in a day instead of taking a 
week.

Plans

Members of CuSAFA is expected to harvest 

9ha by the end of this year, 
while 44.5ha will be 
harvested in separate 
months in May and 
December 2022 and July 
2023.

Abaca is not new to the 
community, thus the 
CuSAFA recognizes this 
potential and works on 
becoming an established 
consolidator and produce 
competitive abaca fibers 
as soon as their 
plantations mature. ### 
(Mark Angelo Pineda)
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MASBATE, September 13, 2021 – A 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program vegetable production beneficiary 
now delivers fresh harvests to customers 
through a motorcycle bought from sales.

Erlinda Llanto, a 56-year-old mother of 
seven, is a member of the Brgy. Ilaya 
Agroforestry Farmers Association with 55 
active members.

Nanay Erlinda and her husband Wilfredo 
Llanto are engaged in rice farming from 
which they generate around Php 6,000 
income per cropping season.

Beginning

In 2018, SAAD provided Nanay Erlinda a 
package of assorted vegetable seeds, 
organic fertilizers, drums, garden tools, 
HDPE pipes, wheelbarrow, and UV-treated 

plastic under the Vegetable Production 
Project worth Php 41,963.00.

The interventions she received motivated 
her to pursue vegetable production together 
with her husband. The couple put their 
earnest dedication and effort in tending 
their 5,000 square meters (sqm) farm area. 
The project provided them with additional 
income source and access to cheap and 
nutritious food for their family consumption.

“Naghatag gid bulig an SAAD sa amon. Sa 
pag-panghatag ninda san seeds, sa 
pag-follow up ninda sa amon na mabuligan 
kami na mga farmers,” Nanay Erlinda 
shared.

[SAAD gives us support by providing 
seeds, follow-up assistance to really help 
us, farmers.]

While gradually learning the management 
side of their small-scale vegetable 
enterprise, Nanay Erlinda started to record 
her harvests and sales.

Her most recent production recorded a 
Php 41,230 sales out of her 804 kilograms 
(kg) harvest of assorted vegetables from 
July to August 2021 (Table 1).

Her produce was sold within the 
community and neighboring barangays in 
the municipality by peddling.

About 40% of Erlinda’s income from her 
vegetable production became part of their 
savings while the remaining was used for 
their family’s needs.

SAAD’s assistance, more than 
food for the table

In 2020, Erlinda managed to buy a 
motorcycle from their savings which they 

used for selling the vegetable harvests.

“An gina-kita ko sa gulay gina-savings 
namon, tag binakal namon motor. Amo na 
an amon ginagamit pag deliver san gulay, 
di na kami budlayan,” she said.

[My profit from the vegetable, we put it in 
savings, and we used it to buy a 
motorcycle. We are using it to deliver our 
produce so it won’t be a hassle anymore.]

She and her husband ride the motorcycle to 
peddle fresh vegetable harvest. Their 
savings also helped three of their children 
finish their tertiary education.

“Dako dako �d an p��amat 
namon kay sinda an nag-
su��t nagdako an amon 
income, nakagradua� an m� 
anak ko, naka-tipon kami,” 
Nanay Erlinda attested.

[We are very grateful because of their 
support; our income grew and my children 
finished their studies. We also manage to 
save from our earnings.]

Preparing for the next cropping season, she 
also encourages her children to engage in 
vegetable farming. She expects the next 
production income to be used for the 
renovation of their house.

The project provided by the program 
allowed Erlinda and other farmers in the 
municipality of Balud to venture into 
vegetable production. ### (Jay Ogaya and 
Angelica Blanco)

September 10, 2021

Location

Talacogon, a 2nd class municipality, is 
considered the heart of Agusan del Sur. 
Surrounded by 8 municipalities and two 

adjacent cities, the town is advantageous 
for agricultural trade and commerce.

Barangay Cularam is located 30 minutes 
away from the sitio proper and can only be 
reached by an improvised motorbike with 
wings locally known as Skylab or 
habal-habal. Coconut and abaca farming 
are the main source of income by the 
farmers. The area is also identified as an 
End Local Communist Armed Conflict 
(ELCAC) site, and thus lacks economic 
development.

Prior to the SAAD Program

Before the Department of 
Agriculture- Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program 
intervention, the farmers were accustomed 
to the manual wide-stripping method 
(laguras). The output from this type of 
operation produces 100% low quality fiber 

(Binaba) which is priced at Php 40/kg.

Nevertheless, the farmers said they 
preferred stripping their abaca harvest 
manually because renting a machine would 
cost them 25% off their income and an 
additional 10% if they hire an operator. 
Since the machine was also stationary, 
farmers have to haul the materials from 
their farm to the machine, which makes the 
process more expensive and laborious.

Recipients of SAAD

The Culiram SAAD Abaca Farmers’ 
Association (CuSAFA), recipients of the 
SAAD Program-funded abaca production 
project in barangay Culiram, Talacogon, 
Agusan del Sur, reported a 55% increase in 
sales from processing high quality abaca 
fibers.

According to CuSAFA President Gil 

Gabales, the members stripped 13,017 
kilograms (kg) of abaca fibers using the 
SAAD-funded machines. The group has a 
combined sales of Php 991,885 from 
January 2020 to August 2021 (Table 2).

The increase in profit is due to the 80% 
high-quality fiber output (S2) which is 
priced around Php 80/kg.

CuSAFA was granted with four stripping 
machines; two portable and two manual. 
They also received materials for 10 x 8 
meters (m) UV plastic shed with a drying 
capacity of 200kg abaca fiber.

The interventions provided are part of the 
Php 6.8 million worth of abaca production 
support from FYs 2019-2021, which also 
covered the expansion of the group from 41 
to 66 members in 2020.

To equip them with the necessary skills, the 

group underwent training on machine 
operation in 2019.

The group is currently capitalizing on their 
machines, generating additional income 
from rental fees. Group members pay 5% 
off their sales while non-members at 10%.

As of August 2021, CuSAFA has a total 
savings of Php 28,933 accumulated from 
machine rental alone, which they utilize for 
equipment repair and maintenance.

Production efficiency and quality

The  efficient abaca production ensures the 
high quality of the fiber. Since they 

transitioned from manual to mechanized 
stripping, the quality of their fiber has 
improved from 100% low grade to 80% high 
grade with only 20% low grade.

Mr. Gabales said that processing five 
bundles of abaca sheets (one Balotan) 
usually consumes a day or two if done 
manually. Using the stripping machines, it 
now only takes 30 minutes to complete the 
process. They can now process 100kg of 
abaca fibers in a day instead of taking a 
week.

Plans

Members of CuSAFA is expected to harvest 

Table 2. CuSAFA’s income from stripping machines from January 2020-August 2021 

Date of Production No. of 
Farmers 

No. of 
Balotan* 

Fibers Produced Total Sales 
(Php) S2** 

(kg) 
Sales ≈ 
Php 80 

Binaba*** 
(kg) 

Sales ≈ 
Php 40 

2020 
January-February 10 135 505 44,077.00 98 4,254.00 48,331.00 
March-April 7 151 623 44,911.00 149 6,216.00 51,127.00 
May-June 8 100 650 56,478.00 182 7,939.00 64,417.00 
July-August 8 463 2,147 189,955.00 461 20,348.00 210,303.00 
August-September 3 178 758 31,062.00 151 6,805.00 37,867.00 
October-November 9 282 1,108 115,532.00 305 13,382.00 128,914.00 
November-December 3 68 283 24,127.00 66 2,254.00 26,381.00 
 7 165 717 50,072.00 114 4,166.00 54,238.00 
2021 
January-February 6 158 667 57,241.00 137 6,118.00 63,359.00 
March-April 6 130 556 47,188.00 103 4,065.00 51,253.00 
May-June 4 82 407 30,762.00 69 2,760.00 33,522.00 
 3 152 604 52,585.00 114 4,606.00 57,191.00 
June-July 10 314 1,351 118,967.00 242 9,990.00 128,957.00 
August 3 89 381 33,215.00 69 2,810.00 36,025.00 
Total 87 2,467 10,757 896,172.00 2,260 95,713.00 991,885.00 

9ha by the end of this year, 
while 44.5ha will be 
harvested in separate 
months in May and 
December 2022 and July 
2023.

Abaca is not new to the 
community, thus the 
CuSAFA recognizes this 
potential and works on 
becoming an established 
consolidator and produce 
competitive abaca fibers 
as soon as their 
plantations mature. ### 
(Mark Angelo Pineda)

*One abaca ‘Balotan’ is equivalent to five trunks of abaca sheets. The average weight
per Balotan is 162kg with a productivity rate of 3.5%, according to PhilFIDA standards.

**High grade abaca fiber
***Low grade abaca fiber
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Sarangani farmers earn Php 29K from vegetable

September 2, 2021

SARANGANI, September 1, 2021 – The 
Lumigo-Cogon Farmer’s Association 
(LCFA) with 133 members from Glan, 
Sarangani accumulated Php 29,565 gross 
income from their vegetable production 
from January to August 2021. The income 
was reported during the two-day celebration 
of the group’s second anniversary from 
August 25 to 26.

LCFA is a recipient of the Department of 
Agriculture-Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program’s 
Integrated Upland Rice with Vegetable 
Production, Livestock, and Postharvest 
Project of FY 2021.

The group received 200 bags of upland rice 
seeds, 400 bottles of foliar fertilizer, 8 
collapsible dryers (30 bags capacity), 200 
hermetic storage bags (69 kilograms’ 
capacity), 20 knapsack sprayers, four rice 
threshers with complete accessories, four 
mini rice mills (single pass), 100 drums, 
300 packs of open-pollinated variety 

pinakbet seeds (50 grams/pack), 100 
shovels, 100 bolos, 100 hand trowels, and a 
horse. All interventions amount to Php 
1,046,500.

Prior to the distribution of farm inputs, the 
group was equipped with Production 
Training on Upland Rice, Vegetable, and 
Livestock.

From 48 members in 2019, the group is 
now 133. They are divided into five 
subgroups (at least 26 members each) that 
were formed to advocate support and 
cooperation rather than individual pursuit. 
Each group is cultivating 7,500 square 
meters’ communal garden for vegetable 
production.

Vegetable Production

Each subgroup planted the vegetable seeds 
in the second week of January and started 
to harvest in the fourth week of March.

From January to August 2021, they 
recorded a profit of Php 29,565 from selling 

their vegetable produce such as eggplant, 
sitaw, okra, capsicum, green chili, upo, 
radish, tomatoes, bitter gourd, carrots, and 
chayote. They also cultivated high-value 
crops like lettuce, cabbage, and Chinese 
cabbage (Table 3). The money they 
earned will be spent for projects that the 
association will agree on.

Upland Rice Production

The group’s upland rice is not yet planted 
due to the risk of rodent infestation. During 
the trial conducted by the LCFA officers in 
July to test the seed germination and 
adaptability in the area, the samples were 
all eaten by the rodents.

To avoid further losses, the 25 members of 
the association who are recipients of the 
upland rice, decided to plant the seeds in 
each 1-hectare production area once the 
rodents vanish through the constant 

application of pesticides. The infestation 
started in 2020 causing physical damage to 
almost every crop.

Livestock

The group received one horse which helps 
them in product hauling and tillage. The 
stock is also open for hauling rental even to 
non-members.

On August 9, the horse bore its first 
offspring, a young stallion. Each subgroup 
members take turns in taking care of it.

During the event

In the harvesting activity orchestrated by 
SAAD Sarangani, Office of the Provincial 
Agriculture (OPAg), and the Office of the 
Municipal Agriculture (OMAg), the LCFA 
handpicked their produce in haste before 
sunrise at 5am in the morning in Sitio 

Lumigo, E.Alegado, Glan, 
Sarangani.

The event blessed by Pastor Dante 
Cabat was attended by the staff 
from SAAD Sarangani, OPAg, 
OMAg, and members of LCFA.

In the evening, a bible service was 
conducted by Pastor Garcia 
together with the LCFA band 
followed by several performances 
and testimonies from the farmers 
on how the association and 
SAAD-OMAg interventions affected 
their livelihood. ### (Naire Junas 
Demello and Jennifer Valcobero)

LCFA 
Subgroup 

Name of 
Vegetables 

Sold 

Volume 
Sold 
(kg) 

Price/kg  
(Php) 

Gross Income 
per crop 

(Php) 

Gross 
Income 
 (Php) 

Group 1 
Eggplant 
Upo 
Bitter gourd 

244 
25 
15 

30.00 
20.00 
35.00 

7,320.00 
500.00 
525.00 

8,345.00 

Group 2 Eggplant 
Long Beans 

165 
3 

30.00 
60.00 

4,950.00 
200.00 

5,150.00 

Group 3 
Eggplant 
Upo 
Long Beans 

65 
25 
7 

30.00 
20.00 
60.00 

1,950.00 
500.00 
400.00 

2,850.00 

Group 4 

Eggplant 
Long Beans 
Upo 
Okra 

100 
3.5 
25 
16 

3.00 
60.00 
20.00 
25.00 

3,000.00 
2,000.00 

500.00 
400.00 

5,900.00 

Group 5 
Eggplant 
Bitter gourd 
Okra 

75 
142 
4 

30.00 
35.00 
25.00 

2,250.00 
4,970.00 

100.00 
7,320.00 

Total 29,565.00 
 

Table 3. LCFA’s Vegetable Production Income
August 10, 2021

Going into vegetable production is a 
rewarding yet challenging venture to take. 
Farmers could easily go out of business if 
the weather suddenly changes, or if the 
market price of crops fluctuate.  

Marilou Remontigue and her husband, 
Armando, are one of the farmers who put 
their earnest efforts in tending the 
vegetable production project provided by 
the Special Area of Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program. 

The couple from Barangay Bagong Silang, 
Don Salvador Benedicto, Negros 
Occidental earned around Php 34,980 in 
sales from their two-week harvest from July 
5 to 16. 

“Lipay kaayo ko tungod productive gid ang 
amon ani sa vegetable production project 
nga gihatag sa programa nga SAAD,” said 
Marilou, a mother of five. 

(I’m very happy because of our productive 

harvest from the vegetable production 
project given by the SAAD.) 

Marilou, a land caretaker, leads 54 
members of the Ata Bukidnon Farmers’ 
Association (ABFA) established and 
registered under the Department of Labor 
and Employment (DOLE) in 2018. 

Meanwhile, Armando is an ABFA member 
and works as an on-call laborer. 

Aside from their usual jobs, they also own 
and manage a 2,500 square meter (sqm) 
vegetable garden.

Marilou and the 9 first-in-line beneficiaries 
of the group received Php 366,240 worth of 
Lowland Vegetable Production Project from 
SAAD in December 2020. 

The said intervention consists of 12 cans of 
ampalaya seeds, four cans of eggplant 
seeds, and four cans of squash seeds. 

It also includes 48 bags of fertilizer, 10 liters 
of pesticide, 15 rolls of plastic mulch, four 
cans of attractant, 200 pieces of seedling 
trays, 15 spades, 15 spading forks, 15 
sprinklers, 15 hand trowels, 15 prong rakes, 
five pieces of water drums, and five rolls of 
polyethylene hose. 

The couple planted their seeds in 
mid-March right after the harvest of their 
existing crops such as tomato and okra. 

They minimized the use of chemicals in 
their production. They spray the vegetables 
with a mixture of chili and coconut vinegar 
to repel insects that may cause harm in 
their garden. 

After four months of tending their garden, 
the Remontigue couple harvested an 
estimated 1,614 kilograms (kg) of assorted 
vegetables (Table 4). They allot a small 
portion of the yield for their family’s daily 
consumption.

Marilou said they also sell their produce at 
the capital city of Bacolod or “bolante” every 
weekend during the market day when the 
demand is high. 

The couple also trade their vegetables at 
their stall along the road in front of their 
house which happened to attract more 
locals and passersby from neighboring 
towns who would purchase and pick up 
their vegetables at a good price. 

Impact of the SAAD Program

As a land caretaker, Marilou is earning Php 
1,700 a month while Armando is earning 
Php 500 to 600 monthly. 

With their flourishing vegetable production, 
Armando stopped working as a laborer to 
help her wife on their vegetable farm. 

The Remontigue family developed not only 
a farm plan but a family schedule wherein 

they will work together in their vegetable 
garden from 6-9am and 4-5pm.

From the income they got from the 
vegetable production, Marilou purchased 
household appliances, kitchen wares for 
their small coffee shop, and a mobile phone 
for their children’s online classes.

“Da�ang s�amat sa SAAD 
tun�d sa ve�t�� pr�uction 
pro�ct nakakuha kami du�ng 
n� k�a ug �p�  kung unsa 
ang kinahanglan namon aron 
m�up�tahan ang among m� 
anak,” said Marilou. 

(Thank you so much to the SAAD program 
because we earned extra income from our 
vegetable production project which we used 
to buy our needs and support our children.)

Plans

The couple looks forward to expanding their 
area for vegetable production because they 
realized that they can gain more income, 
especially now that they have loyal buyers 
of their produce. 

Marilou also plans to venture into 
value-adding activities such as food 
processing by producing savory and 
nutritious squash jam. 

To note, their group is set to participate in a 
series of training on bookkeeping, 
value-adding on vegetable processing such 
as making pickles and jam, and enterprise 
development in September and October.  

As a leader of the ABFA, Marilou will also 
encourage her co-members to produce 
more vegetables so that they could find 
better market options for their harvest and 
sustain the demand of the growing local 
market. ### (Christ John Gamarcha)
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September 2, 2021

SARANGANI, September 1, 2021 – The 
Lumigo-Cogon Farmer’s Association 
(LCFA) with 133 members from Glan, 
Sarangani accumulated Php 29,565 gross 
income from their vegetable production 
from January to August 2021. The income 
was reported during the two-day celebration 
of the group’s second anniversary from 
August 25 to 26.

LCFA is a recipient of the Department of 
Agriculture-Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program’s 
Integrated Upland Rice with Vegetable 
Production, Livestock, and Postharvest 
Project of FY 2021.

The group received 200 bags of upland rice 
seeds, 400 bottles of foliar fertilizer, 8 
collapsible dryers (30 bags capacity), 200 
hermetic storage bags (69 kilograms’ 
capacity), 20 knapsack sprayers, four rice 
threshers with complete accessories, four 
mini rice mills (single pass), 100 drums, 
300 packs of open-pollinated variety 

pinakbet seeds (50 grams/pack), 100 
shovels, 100 bolos, 100 hand trowels, and a 
horse. All interventions amount to Php 
1,046,500.

Prior to the distribution of farm inputs, the 
group was equipped with Production 
Training on Upland Rice, Vegetable, and 
Livestock.

From 48 members in 2019, the group is 
now 133. They are divided into five 
subgroups (at least 26 members each) that 
were formed to advocate support and 
cooperation rather than individual pursuit. 
Each group is cultivating 7,500 square 
meters’ communal garden for vegetable 
production.

Vegetable Production

Each subgroup planted the vegetable seeds 
in the second week of January and started 
to harvest in the fourth week of March.

From January to August 2021, they 
recorded a profit of Php 29,565 from selling 

their vegetable produce such as eggplant, 
sitaw, okra, capsicum, green chili, upo, 
radish, tomatoes, bitter gourd, carrots, and 
chayote. They also cultivated high-value 
crops like lettuce, cabbage, and Chinese 
cabbage (Table 3). The money they 
earned will be spent for projects that the 
association will agree on.

Upland Rice Production

The group’s upland rice is not yet planted 
due to the risk of rodent infestation. During 
the trial conducted by the LCFA officers in 
July to test the seed germination and 
adaptability in the area, the samples were 
all eaten by the rodents.

To avoid further losses, the 25 members of 
the association who are recipients of the 
upland rice, decided to plant the seeds in 
each 1-hectare production area once the 
rodents vanish through the constant 

application of pesticides. The infestation 
started in 2020 causing physical damage to 
almost every crop.

Livestock

The group received one horse which helps 
them in product hauling and tillage. The 
stock is also open for hauling rental even to 
non-members.

On August 9, the horse bore its first 
offspring, a young stallion. Each subgroup 
members take turns in taking care of it.

During the event

In the harvesting activity orchestrated by 
SAAD Sarangani, Office of the Provincial 
Agriculture (OPAg), and the Office of the 
Municipal Agriculture (OMAg), the LCFA 
handpicked their produce in haste before 
sunrise at 5am in the morning in Sitio 

Lumigo, E.Alegado, Glan, 
Sarangani.

The event blessed by Pastor Dante 
Cabat was attended by the staff 
from SAAD Sarangani, OPAg, 
OMAg, and members of LCFA.

In the evening, a bible service was 
conducted by Pastor Garcia 
together with the LCFA band 
followed by several performances 
and testimonies from the farmers 
on how the association and 
SAAD-OMAg interventions affected 
their livelihood. ### (Naire Junas 
Demello and Jennifer Valcobero)

Neg Occ couple earns extra income from 
growing veggies through SAAD project

August 10, 2021

Going into vegetable production is a 
rewarding yet challenging venture to take. 
Farmers could easily go out of business if 
the weather suddenly changes, or if the 
market price of crops fluctuate.  

Marilou Remontigue and her husband, 
Armando, are one of the farmers who put 
their earnest efforts in tending the 
vegetable production project provided by 
the Special Area of Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program. 

The couple from Barangay Bagong Silang, 
Don Salvador Benedicto, Negros 
Occidental earned around Php 34,980 in 
sales from their two-week harvest from July 
5 to 16. 

“Lipay kaayo ko tungod productive gid ang 
amon ani sa vegetable production project 
nga gihatag sa programa nga SAAD,” said 
Marilou, a mother of five. 

(I’m very happy because of our productive 

harvest from the vegetable production 
project given by the SAAD.) 

Marilou, a land caretaker, leads 54 
members of the Ata Bukidnon Farmers’ 
Association (ABFA) established and 
registered under the Department of Labor 
and Employment (DOLE) in 2018. 

Meanwhile, Armando is an ABFA member 
and works as an on-call laborer. 

Aside from their usual jobs, they also own 
and manage a 2,500 square meter (sqm) 
vegetable garden.

Marilou and the 9 first-in-line beneficiaries 
of the group received Php 366,240 worth of 
Lowland Vegetable Production Project from 
SAAD in December 2020. 

The said intervention consists of 12 cans of 
ampalaya seeds, four cans of eggplant 
seeds, and four cans of squash seeds. 

continue to next page

It also includes 48 bags of fertilizer, 10 liters 
of pesticide, 15 rolls of plastic mulch, four 
cans of attractant, 200 pieces of seedling 
trays, 15 spades, 15 spading forks, 15 
sprinklers, 15 hand trowels, 15 prong rakes, 
five pieces of water drums, and five rolls of 
polyethylene hose. 

The couple planted their seeds in 
mid-March right after the harvest of their 
existing crops such as tomato and okra. 

They minimized the use of chemicals in 
their production. They spray the vegetables 
with a mixture of chili and coconut vinegar 
to repel insects that may cause harm in 
their garden. 

After four months of tending their garden, 
the Remontigue couple harvested an 
estimated 1,614 kilograms (kg) of assorted 
vegetables (Table 4). They allot a small 
portion of the yield for their family’s daily 
consumption.

Marilou said they also sell their produce at 
the capital city of Bacolod or “bolante” every 
weekend during the market day when the 
demand is high. 

The couple also trade their vegetables at 
their stall along the road in front of their 
house which happened to attract more 
locals and passersby from neighboring 
towns who would purchase and pick up 
their vegetables at a good price. 

Impact of the SAAD Program

As a land caretaker, Marilou is earning Php 
1,700 a month while Armando is earning 
Php 500 to 600 monthly. 

With their flourishing vegetable production, 
Armando stopped working as a laborer to 
help her wife on their vegetable farm. 

The Remontigue family developed not only 
a farm plan but a family schedule wherein 

they will work together in their vegetable 
garden from 6-9am and 4-5pm.

From the income they got from the 
vegetable production, Marilou purchased 
household appliances, kitchen wares for 
their small coffee shop, and a mobile phone 
for their children’s online classes.

“Da�ang s�amat sa SAAD 
tun�d sa ve�t�� pr�uction 
pro�ct nakakuha kami du�ng 
n� k�a ug �p�  kung unsa 
ang kinahanglan namon aron 
m�up�tahan ang among m� 
anak,” said Marilou. 

(Thank you so much to the SAAD program 
because we earned extra income from our 
vegetable production project which we used 
to buy our needs and support our children.)

Plans

The couple looks forward to expanding their 
area for vegetable production because they 
realized that they can gain more income, 
especially now that they have loyal buyers 
of their produce. 

Marilou also plans to venture into 
value-adding activities such as food 
processing by producing savory and 
nutritious squash jam. 

To note, their group is set to participate in a 
series of training on bookkeeping, 
value-adding on vegetable processing such 
as making pickles and jam, and enterprise 
development in September and October.  

As a leader of the ABFA, Marilou will also 
encourage her co-members to produce 
more vegetables so that they could find 
better market options for their harvest and 
sustain the demand of the growing local 
market. ### (Christ John Gamarcha)
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August 10, 2021

Going into vegetable production is a 
rewarding yet challenging venture to take. 
Farmers could easily go out of business if 
the weather suddenly changes, or if the 
market price of crops fluctuate.  

Marilou Remontigue and her husband, 
Armando, are one of the farmers who put 
their earnest efforts in tending the 
vegetable production project provided by 
the Special Area of Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program. 

The couple from Barangay Bagong Silang, 
Don Salvador Benedicto, Negros 
Occidental earned around Php 34,980 in 
sales from their two-week harvest from July 
5 to 16. 

“Lipay kaayo ko tungod productive gid ang 
amon ani sa vegetable production project 
nga gihatag sa programa nga SAAD,” said 
Marilou, a mother of five. 

(I’m very happy because of our productive 

harvest from the vegetable production 
project given by the SAAD.) 

Marilou, a land caretaker, leads 54 
members of the Ata Bukidnon Farmers’ 
Association (ABFA) established and 
registered under the Department of Labor 
and Employment (DOLE) in 2018. 

Meanwhile, Armando is an ABFA member 
and works as an on-call laborer. 

Aside from their usual jobs, they also own 
and manage a 2,500 square meter (sqm) 
vegetable garden.

Marilou and the 9 first-in-line beneficiaries 
of the group received Php 366,240 worth of 
Lowland Vegetable Production Project from 
SAAD in December 2020. 

The said intervention consists of 12 cans of 
ampalaya seeds, four cans of eggplant 
seeds, and four cans of squash seeds. 

It also includes 48 bags of fertilizer, 10 liters 
of pesticide, 15 rolls of plastic mulch, four 
cans of attractant, 200 pieces of seedling 
trays, 15 spades, 15 spading forks, 15 
sprinklers, 15 hand trowels, 15 prong rakes, 
five pieces of water drums, and five rolls of 
polyethylene hose. 

The couple planted their seeds in 
mid-March right after the harvest of their 
existing crops such as tomato and okra. 

They minimized the use of chemicals in 
their production. They spray the vegetables 
with a mixture of chili and coconut vinegar 
to repel insects that may cause harm in 
their garden. 

After four months of tending their garden, 
the Remontigue couple harvested an 
estimated 1,614 kilograms (kg) of assorted 
vegetables (Table 4). They allot a small 
portion of the yield for their family’s daily 
consumption.

Marilou said they also sell their produce at 
the capital city of Bacolod or “bolante” every 
weekend during the market day when the 
demand is high. 

The couple also trade their vegetables at 
their stall along the road in front of their 
house which happened to attract more 
locals and passersby from neighboring 
towns who would purchase and pick up 
their vegetables at a good price. 

Impact of the SAAD Program

As a land caretaker, Marilou is earning Php 
1,700 a month while Armando is earning 
Php 500 to 600 monthly. 

With their flourishing vegetable production, 
Armando stopped working as a laborer to 
help her wife on their vegetable farm. 

The Remontigue family developed not only 
a farm plan but a family schedule wherein 

they will work together in their vegetable 
garden from 6-9am and 4-5pm.

From the income they got from the 
vegetable production, Marilou purchased 
household appliances, kitchen wares for 
their small coffee shop, and a mobile phone 
for their children’s online classes.

“Da�ang s�amat sa SAAD 
tun�d sa ve�t�� pr�uction 
pro�ct nakakuha kami du�ng 
n� k�a ug �p�  kung unsa 
ang kinahanglan namon aron 
m�up�tahan ang among m� 
anak,” said Marilou. 

(Thank you so much to the SAAD program 
because we earned extra income from our 
vegetable production project which we used 
to buy our needs and support our children.)

Plans

The couple looks forward to expanding their 
area for vegetable production because they 
realized that they can gain more income, 
especially now that they have loyal buyers 
of their produce. 

Marilou also plans to venture into 
value-adding activities such as food 
processing by producing savory and 
nutritious squash jam. 

To note, their group is set to participate in a 
series of training on bookkeeping, 
value-adding on vegetable processing such 
as making pickles and jam, and enterprise 
development in September and October.  

As a leader of the ABFA, Marilou will also 
encourage her co-members to produce 
more vegetables so that they could find 
better market options for their harvest and 
sustain the demand of the growing local 
market. ### (Christ John Gamarcha)

Table 4. ABFA’s Vegetable Harvest

Date Vegetable Total harvest  
(kg) 

Selling Price 
(Php) 

Gross Income 
(Php) 

July 1-16 

Squash 1,229 20.00 24,580.00 

Ampalaya 135 40.00 5,400.00 

Eggplant 250 20.00 5,000.00 

Total 1,614  34,980.00 
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Going into vegetable production is a 
rewarding yet challenging venture to take. 
Farmers could easily go out of business if 
the weather suddenly changes, or if the 
market price of crops fluctuate.  

Marilou Remontigue and her husband, 
Armando, are one of the farmers who put 
their earnest efforts in tending the 
vegetable production project provided by 
the Special Area of Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program. 

The couple from Barangay Bagong Silang, 
Don Salvador Benedicto, Negros 
Occidental earned around Php 34,980 in 
sales from their two-week harvest from July 
5 to 16. 

“Lipay kaayo ko tungod productive gid ang 
amon ani sa vegetable production project 
nga gihatag sa programa nga SAAD,” said 
Marilou, a mother of five. 

(I’m very happy because of our productive 

harvest from the vegetable production 
project given by the SAAD.) 

Marilou, a land caretaker, leads 54 
members of the Ata Bukidnon Farmers’ 
Association (ABFA) established and 
registered under the Department of Labor 
and Employment (DOLE) in 2018. 

Meanwhile, Armando is an ABFA member 
and works as an on-call laborer. 

Aside from their usual jobs, they also own 
and manage a 2,500 square meter (sqm) 
vegetable garden.

Marilou and the 9 first-in-line beneficiaries 
of the group received Php 366,240 worth of 
Lowland Vegetable Production Project from 
SAAD in December 2020. 

The said intervention consists of 12 cans of 
ampalaya seeds, four cans of eggplant 
seeds, and four cans of squash seeds. 

It also includes 48 bags of fertilizer, 10 liters 
of pesticide, 15 rolls of plastic mulch, four 
cans of attractant, 200 pieces of seedling 
trays, 15 spades, 15 spading forks, 15 
sprinklers, 15 hand trowels, 15 prong rakes, 
five pieces of water drums, and five rolls of 
polyethylene hose. 

The couple planted their seeds in 
mid-March right after the harvest of their 
existing crops such as tomato and okra. 

They minimized the use of chemicals in 
their production. They spray the vegetables 
with a mixture of chili and coconut vinegar 
to repel insects that may cause harm in 
their garden. 

After four months of tending their garden, 
the Remontigue couple harvested an 
estimated 1,614 kilograms (kg) of assorted 
vegetables (Table 4). They allot a small 
portion of the yield for their family’s daily 
consumption.

Marilou said they also sell their produce at 
the capital city of Bacolod or “bolante” every 
weekend during the market day when the 
demand is high. 

The couple also trade their vegetables at 
their stall along the road in front of their 
house which happened to attract more 
locals and passersby from neighboring 
towns who would purchase and pick up 
their vegetables at a good price. 

Impact of the SAAD Program

As a land caretaker, Marilou is earning Php 
1,700 a month while Armando is earning 
Php 500 to 600 monthly. 

With their flourishing vegetable production, 
Armando stopped working as a laborer to 
help her wife on their vegetable farm. 

The Remontigue family developed not only 
a farm plan but a family schedule wherein 

they will work together in their vegetable 
garden from 6-9am and 4-5pm.

From the income they got from the 
vegetable production, Marilou purchased 
household appliances, kitchen wares for 
their small coffee shop, and a mobile phone 
for their children’s online classes.

“Da�ang s�amat sa SAAD 
tun�d sa ve�t�� pr�uction 
pro�ct nakakuha kami du�ng 
n� k�a ug �p�  kung unsa 
ang kinahanglan namon aron 
m�up�tahan ang among m� 
anak,” said Marilou. 

(Thank you so much to the SAAD program 
because we earned extra income from our 
vegetable production project which we used 
to buy our needs and support our children.)

Plans

The couple looks forward to expanding their 
area for vegetable production because they 
realized that they can gain more income, 
especially now that they have loyal buyers 
of their produce. 

Marilou also plans to venture into 
value-adding activities such as food 
processing by producing savory and 
nutritious squash jam. 

To note, their group is set to participate in a 
series of training on bookkeeping, 
value-adding on vegetable processing such 
as making pickles and jam, and enterprise 
development in September and October.  

As a leader of the ABFA, Marilou will also 
encourage her co-members to produce 
more vegetables so that they could find 
better market options for their harvest and 
sustain the demand of the growing local 
market. ### (Christ John Gamarcha)

Interventions Date of 
Harvest  
(2021) 

Volume of 
Harvest 

(kg) 

Price/kg 
(Php) 

Vegetables 
Sold 
(kg) 

Gross Income 
(Php) 

Okra 
February 
 

11 30.00 11 330.00 

Eggplant 12 30.00 10 300.00 

String beans 152 40.00 151 6,040.00 

Squash June – July 1,750 50.00 1,744 38,350.00 

 Total 45,020.00 
 

Aloran farmer earns Php 45K from vegetable production

July 28, 2021

Alejandro Quimno, 42, has been planting 
vegetables for the past four years in his 
1,250 square meters’ land. He and his wife 
were from Zamboanga del Sur and some 
time in 2019, they moved back to his 
hometown, Aloran in Misamis Occidental.

Aloran was recently added as a Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program site together with Don Victoriano. 
According to the 2015 Philippine Statistics 
Authority (PSA), the two municipalities 
have poverty incidences of 34.4% and 
59.1%, respectively.

Alejandro and another member of the 
Calube Farmer’s Association were chosen 
as beneficiaries of the SAAD Program in 
2020. This year, all 70 members became 
recipients.

In 2020, Alejandro received interventions 
that were geared towards vegetable 
production. This includes 21 packs of 
open-pollinated variety (OPV) vegetable 
seeds (Php 2,730), a knapsack sprayer 
(Php 2,500), two bags of complete fertilizer 

(Php 2,500), and a bag of urea (Php 1,250).

Earlier in 2021, after planting the vegetable 
seeds during the height of the pandemic, 
he started to harvest string beans, okra, 
squash, and eggplant. He sold these to the 
local market and earned Php 45,020 (Table 
5).

During his project implementation, 
Alejandro shared that his harvest in 
February was greatly affected by aphids – 
small insects that destroy his plants by 
sucking the leaves and removing their 
nutrients, resulting in a lower agricultural 
yield.

To solve his crisis, he immediately bought 
pesticides to prevent the aphids from 
spreading to his other plants.

As of now, he just planted okra and string 
beans which will be harvested after two 
months. While waiting, he also plans to 
plant other vegetables such as squash and 
eggplant.

His vegetable production has the potential 
to grow more, which he plans to expand in 

time. For now, he will 
just focus on his little 
vegetable farm.

With SAAD implementing 
its second year in the 
town, Alejandro’s income 
for his vegetable 
production increased 
to Php 900/day or 
approximately Php 
3,000/week during harvest 
season – more or less 2-3 
months depending on the 
commodity.

LGU’s role

Recently, the Municipal 
Agriculture Officer (MAO) 
Nilo Tejano expressed his 
gratitude for the SAAD 
interventions provided to 

Aloran.

“I am very happy to see the lives of our 
farmers change since the program (SAAD) 
gave out the interventions. It has been 
timely since the pandemic made a huge 
impact with the town’s food supply. At least 
now, they can grow their own food in their 
backyards which they can also sell in our 
local market,” said Tejano in his remarks.

As of now, the projects are earning and are 
hopefully gearing towards sustainability.

“I always encourage our farmers not to 
waste this opportunity. Not everyone in our 
town is able to access these interventions 
since the beneficiaries were carefully 
picked out thus the most deserving. We 
made sure that we chose productive 
farmers as our beneficiaries,” he added.

In the hopes of sustaining the upcoming 
projects, the LGU made sure to conduct 
constant monitoring of the project to further 
its purpose and to address any problems 
that might be encountered during the 
implementation. They will also provide 
more alternatives to provide better 
livelihood to the beneficiaries and to 
improve the farmer’s entrepreneurial skills 
so they will not only become producers but 
businessmen as well. ### (Ruth Esther 
Bermundo)

Table 5. Alejandro Quimno’s Vegetable Production Income
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Farmer from Valderrama, Antique earns from 
organic eggplant production

July 6, 2021

ANTIQUE, July 2, 2021 – Elmer Roquero, 
a beneficiary of the Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
of the Department of. Agriculture (DA) in 
Barangay Tigmamale, Valderrama in 
Antique earned Php 10,525 from organic 
vegetable production.

Roquero, a 54-year-old farmer who 
cultivated the fertile grounds of Valderrama 
for many years, realized the potential of his 
eggplant production.

In November 2020, Roquero and the 9 
first-in-line beneficiaries of the group 
received Php 348,460 worth of Organic 
Backyard Vegetable Production Project 
from SAAD. 

The bundle consists of 2.5 cans of hot 
pepper, eggplant, squash, and bell pepper 
seeds. It also has every piece of equipment 
they need for farming vegetables. 

After two months of hard work, Roquero’s 
harvested 29 kilograms (kg) of eggplant and 
sold it at their town’s public market for a 
price of Php 25/kg. Seeing how successful 
their first harvest was, Roquero was 
convinced and inspired to tend his 
0.5-hectare eggplant plantation even more. 

Roquero gives a small portion of his 
harvest for his family’s daily consumption 
and sells the rest to their town market. 
Table 6 shows the breakdown of Roquero’s 
eggplant yield and profit.

Planting eggplants is more than 
challenging. According to Roquero, 
patience and hard work are needed. He will 
wake up before the sun rises to inspect 
plants for red ants or insect pests that may 
cause damage to his produce. 

Roquero does not advise using any types of 
chemicals in his production. He uses his 
mix of oregano leaves and chili, which is 
safer and cost-effective than any 
chemical-based pesticide. 

Roquero expresses his deepest gratitude 
toward the program implementation in 
Valderrama, not only giving them the 
support they needed but also helping the 
daily needs of their families. 

“We are grateful to SAAD for not only giving 
us, farmers, the support we needed but also 
helped our families sustain our daily 
needs,” Roquero said.

Also, the SAAD project brings numerous 
positive effects to the farmers in their area. 
The people in their neighborhood are now 
more immersed in vegetable farming 
instead of playing “tong-its”. 

Roquero leads the Tigmamale Valderrama 
Irrigators Association, Inc. which already 
has 67 active members. 

In the coming years, Roquero plans to 
establish a center or “bagsakan” at the town 
proper where they can sell their goods to 
the local customers and vegetable suppliers 
from other municipalities. 

The SAAD Program of the Department of 
Agriculture has been delivering livelihood 
projects since 2019 to bolster the marginal 
farmers’ rice, corn, vegetable, and animal 
production in the 7 priority municipalities in 
Western Visayas. ### (Christ John 
Gamarcha)

Harvest Date Total Harvest 
(kg) 

Price/kg 
(Php) 

Gross Income 
(Php) 

April 28 29 25.00 725.00 

May 13 40 35.00 1,400.00 

May 21 50 35.00 1,750.00 

May 25 60 35.00 2,100.00 

June 6 65 35.00 2,275.00 

June 17 65 35.00 2,275.00 

Total   10,525.00 
 

Table 6. Elmer Roquero’s Eggplant 
Yield and Profit

July 3, 2021

CATANDUANES, July 2, 2021 – The 
beneficiaries of the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
for High-Value Crops (HVC) production in 
Catanduanes remain steadfast amid the 
pandemic and the succession of natural 
calamities, spearheading multiple 
community-wide initiatives towards food 
security.

San Miguel Community Pantry

The spirit of sharing and unity was 
exhibited by the San Miguel Farm Workers 
Association (SAMIFAWA) members from 
Barangay San Miguel, Panganiban, 
Catanduanes when they willingly 
participated in the community pantry and 
the agro-fair organized in their village.

Aligned with the statement “Kumuha nang 
naaayon sa pangangailangan, magbigay 
ayon sa kakayahan” of the Maginhawa 
Community Pantry, the Barangay San 
Miguel also established theirs as a 
response to food and basic needs 
insufficiency in their barrio.

Out of 140 kilograms (kg) of assorted     

      vegetables harvested from their 800 
    square meters (sqm) communal garden, 
approximately 42kg were donated by the 
DA–SAAD farmers to their pantry while 
some bartered it for food and other daily 
necessities.

Crops like pechay, ampalaya, patola, okra, 
sitaw, and squash as well as two trays of 
eggs produced from the native chickens 
were traded for coffee, sugar, rice, canned 
goods, soap, shampoo, and laundry 
detergent. The remaining 98kg were either 
sold or kept for their family’s consumption.

Punong Barangay Jeffrey D. Velasco of San 
Miguel expressed his gratitude for the 
assistance given by the DA–SAAD. 

He mentioned that the families in their 
barangay were able to have food on their 
table because they now have standing 
crops that they can harvest or exchange for 
food. The bartered vegetables were again 
offered to people who needed them at the 
time.

The San Miguel Community Pantry, which 
started in April and benefited almost 200 
families, is still ongoing and accepts 
donations in cash or in-kind.

San Miguel Agro-Fair

Moreover, the Barangay Council of San 
Miguel also conducted the “Barangay San 
Miguel Agro-Fair” from May 5 to 8 in 
observance of its barangay fiesta or 
founding celebration. The local farmers 
exhibited their harvests and other 
agricultural produce.

Representatives from the Local 
Government Unit (LGU) of Panganiban and 
the Municipal Agriculture Office graced the 
event and the residents from nearby 
municipalities of Viga and Bagamanoc.

SAAD beneficiaries earned Php 7,305 from 
their vegetable sales for the duration of the 
Barangay San Miguel Agro-Fair (Table 7).

“Ako po ay lubos na natutuwa dahil 
naipakita po namin ang pagkakaisa ng 
aming barangay. Lahat po kami rito ay 
nagtulong-tulong para maisakatuparan ang 
Community Pantry at ang Barangay 
Agro-Fair sa San Miguel. Marami pong 
produkto ang galing sa SAAD ang 
naipamahagi at naipagbili. Malaking tulong 
po talaga ang pagkakaroon ng SAAD dahil 
nagbibigay ito ng pagkain at karagdagang  

  kita para sa mga 
 magsasaka. Lahat po ng kinita sa 
Barangay Agro-Fair ay para sa mga 
magsasaka lamang po, bilang 
pagbibigay-pugay para sa kanilang 
kasipagan. Maraming salamat po sa tulong 
ng DA SAAD,” Mr. Velasco said.

[I am so delighted because we can show 
unity in our town. Each of us contributed to 
the success of our Community Pantry and 
the Barangay Agro-Fair in San Miguel. 
Many products were showcased and sold 
from SAAD projects. SAAD’s support 
immensely helped our local farmers’ access 
to food and livelihood resources. The profits 
earned from Barangay Agro-Fair are 
apportioned to the farmers alone as 
appreciation for their perseverance. And we 
have the SAAD Program to thank for.]

KADIWA on Wheels 

The San Miguel SAAD Vegetable Farmers 
Association (San Miguel SAADVFA) from 
San Miguel, Baras, Catanduanes held a 
“Kadiwa on Wheels” activity on May 18. 
Headed by Ms. Lucia R. Obo, the 
association sold their harvested vegetables 
by peddling around the Baras town proper.

By selling 88.4kg of assorted vegetables 
(squash, okra, sili, ampalaya, sitaw, and 
upo) harvested from their 1.5 ha DA – 
SAAD garden, they earned Php 3,109.50 in 
just two hours.

The group plans to have a permanent stall 
or area where they can sell their crops 
during market days in Baras. The 
beneficiaries planted the seeds distributed 
in January and started to harvest crops 
from April.

The KADIWA on Wheels activity is deemed 
beneficial for the farmers and buyers. Not 
all farmers are required to go to the Baras 
poblacion because there are volunteers 
who will sell their harvests.

Moreover, buyers from other barangays in 
Baras have closer access to fresh 
vegetables which they can purchase from 
the KADIWA on Wheels of the San Miguel 
SAADVFA.

Vegetable for feeding programs, gifts, 
and donations

Members of the San Marcos Vegetable 
Farmers Association (SMVFA) do not see 
their location as a hindrance to having a 
flourishing vegetable garden.

Barangay San Marcos, San Miguel can be 
reached after a 50-minute tricycle ride from 
the capital town of Virac, and an hour of 
walking from Barangay Pagsangahan, 
crossing two rivers. Those who wish to visit 
the area have no other choice but to walk 
since the roads to San Marcos are still 
being constructed, and the bridge was 
destroyed by Super Typhoon Rolly in 2020.

Being one of the first barangays to be 
included in the DA–SAAD Program during 
its roll out in the province in 2018, the HVC 
beneficiaries organized the SMVFA 
composed of 31 members.

In January, the FA is a recipient of assorted 
seeds such as sitaw (1kg), okra (1kg), 

squash (500g), eggplant (200g), pepper 
(200g), tomato (200g), upland kangkong, 
(1kg) cucumber (400g), and upo (500g). 
They planted the seeds in their 0.4 ha 
communal garden. The distribution of 
the said agricultural inputs is from the 
Php 5,500,000 budget which is targeted for 
typhoon rehabilitation measures for the 
SAAD Program in Catanduanes.

With the full support of the DA-SAAD, 
working hand-in-hand with the San Miguel 
LGU, the SMVFA continues to harvest 
vegetables for selling and consumption of 
the farmers’ families. Their crops are 
brought to Barangay Pagsangahan or San 
Miguel poblacion.

Aside from selling their crops, the residents 
understand how challenging it is for 
someone to walk that far to reach them; 
thus, they offer their vegetables as gifts for 
their guests.

The Barangay Council of San Marcos also 
organized local feeding program activities, 
headed by Punong Barangay Erwin Baňas. 
He mentioned that the vegetables from the 
DA–SAAD HVC communal garden are the 
usual ingredients for the cooked meals they 
serve for free in their barangay.

The people from San Marcos are thankful 
for the assistance provided by the 
DA-SAAD. Not only the members of the 
SMVFA benefit from the project, but most of 
the residents in San Marcos enjoy the 
advantages of having the agricultural inputs 
to sustain their HVC production. ### (Sarah 
Jane Taway)
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High-value crops farmers at the forefront of community food security initiatives

July 3, 2021

CATANDUANES, July 2, 2021 – The 
beneficiaries of the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
for High-Value Crops (HVC) production in 
Catanduanes remain steadfast amid the 
pandemic and the succession of natural 
calamities, spearheading multiple 
community-wide initiatives towards food 
security.

San Miguel Community Pantry

The spirit of sharing and unity was 
exhibited by the San Miguel Farm Workers 
Association (SAMIFAWA) members from 
Barangay San Miguel, Panganiban, 
Catanduanes when they willingly 
participated in the community pantry and 
the agro-fair organized in their village.

Aligned with the statement “Kumuha nang 
naaayon sa pangangailangan, magbigay 
ayon sa kakayahan” of the Maginhawa 
Community Pantry, the Barangay San 
Miguel also established theirs as a 
response to food and basic needs 
insufficiency in their barrio.

Out of 140 kilograms (kg) of assorted     

      vegetables harvested from their 800 
    square meters (sqm) communal garden, 
approximately 42kg were donated by the 
DA–SAAD farmers to their pantry while 
some bartered it for food and other daily 
necessities.

Crops like pechay, ampalaya, patola, okra, 
sitaw, and squash as well as two trays of 
eggs produced from the native chickens 
were traded for coffee, sugar, rice, canned 
goods, soap, shampoo, and laundry 
detergent. The remaining 98kg were either 
sold or kept for their family’s consumption.

Punong Barangay Jeffrey D. Velasco of San 
Miguel expressed his gratitude for the 
assistance given by the DA–SAAD. 

He mentioned that the families in their 
barangay were able to have food on their 
table because they now have standing 
crops that they can harvest or exchange for 
food. The bartered vegetables were again 
offered to people who needed them at the 
time.

The San Miguel Community Pantry, which 
started in April and benefited almost 200 
families, is still ongoing and accepts 
donations in cash or in-kind.

San Miguel Agro-Fair

Moreover, the Barangay Council of San 
Miguel also conducted the “Barangay San 
Miguel Agro-Fair” from May 5 to 8 in 
observance of its barangay fiesta or 
founding celebration. The local farmers 
exhibited their harvests and other 
agricultural produce.

Representatives from the Local 
Government Unit (LGU) of Panganiban and 
the Municipal Agriculture Office graced the 
event and the residents from nearby 
municipalities of Viga and Bagamanoc.

SAAD beneficiaries earned Php 7,305 from 
their vegetable sales for the duration of the 
Barangay San Miguel Agro-Fair (Table 7).

“Ako po ay lubos na natutuwa dahil 
naipakita po namin ang pagkakaisa ng 
aming barangay. Lahat po kami rito ay 
nagtulong-tulong para maisakatuparan ang 
Community Pantry at ang Barangay 
Agro-Fair sa San Miguel. Marami pong 
produkto ang galing sa SAAD ang 
naipamahagi at naipagbili. Malaking tulong 
po talaga ang pagkakaroon ng SAAD dahil 
nagbibigay ito ng pagkain at karagdagang  

  kita para sa mga 
 magsasaka. Lahat po ng kinita sa 
Barangay Agro-Fair ay para sa mga 
magsasaka lamang po, bilang 
pagbibigay-pugay para sa kanilang 
kasipagan. Maraming salamat po sa tulong 
ng DA SAAD,” Mr. Velasco said.

[I am so delighted because we can show 
unity in our town. Each of us contributed to 
the success of our Community Pantry and 
the Barangay Agro-Fair in San Miguel. 
Many products were showcased and sold 
from SAAD projects. SAAD’s support 
immensely helped our local farmers’ access 
to food and livelihood resources. The profits 
earned from Barangay Agro-Fair are 
apportioned to the farmers alone as 
appreciation for their perseverance. And we 
have the SAAD Program to thank for.]

KADIWA on Wheels 

The San Miguel SAAD Vegetable Farmers 
Association (San Miguel SAADVFA) from 
San Miguel, Baras, Catanduanes held a 
“Kadiwa on Wheels” activity on May 18. 
Headed by Ms. Lucia R. Obo, the 
association sold their harvested vegetables 
by peddling around the Baras town proper.

continue to next page

By selling 88.4kg of assorted vegetables 
(squash, okra, sili, ampalaya, sitaw, and 
upo) harvested from their 1.5 ha DA – 
SAAD garden, they earned Php 3,109.50 in 
just two hours.

The group plans to have a permanent stall 
or area where they can sell their crops 
during market days in Baras. The 
beneficiaries planted the seeds distributed 
in January and started to harvest crops 
from April.

The KADIWA on Wheels activity is deemed 
beneficial for the farmers and buyers. Not 
all farmers are required to go to the Baras 
poblacion because there are volunteers 
who will sell their harvests.

Moreover, buyers from other barangays in 
Baras have closer access to fresh 
vegetables which they can purchase from 
the KADIWA on Wheels of the San Miguel 
SAADVFA.

Vegetable for feeding programs, gifts, 
and donations

Members of the San Marcos Vegetable 
Farmers Association (SMVFA) do not see 
their location as a hindrance to having a 
flourishing vegetable garden.

Barangay San Marcos, San Miguel can be 
reached after a 50-minute tricycle ride from 
the capital town of Virac, and an hour of 
walking from Barangay Pagsangahan, 
crossing two rivers. Those who wish to visit 
the area have no other choice but to walk 
since the roads to San Marcos are still 
being constructed, and the bridge was 
destroyed by Super Typhoon Rolly in 2020.

Being one of the first barangays to be 
included in the DA–SAAD Program during 
its roll out in the province in 2018, the HVC 
beneficiaries organized the SMVFA 
composed of 31 members.

In January, the FA is a recipient of assorted 
seeds such as sitaw (1kg), okra (1kg), 

squash (500g), eggplant (200g), pepper 
(200g), tomato (200g), upland kangkong, 
(1kg) cucumber (400g), and upo (500g). 
They planted the seeds in their 0.4 ha 
communal garden. The distribution of 
the said agricultural inputs is from the 
Php 5,500,000 budget which is targeted for 
typhoon rehabilitation measures for the 
SAAD Program in Catanduanes.

With the full support of the DA-SAAD, 
working hand-in-hand with the San Miguel 
LGU, the SMVFA continues to harvest 
vegetables for selling and consumption of 
the farmers’ families. Their crops are 
brought to Barangay Pagsangahan or San 
Miguel poblacion.

Aside from selling their crops, the residents 
understand how challenging it is for 
someone to walk that far to reach them; 
thus, they offer their vegetables as gifts for 
their guests.

The Barangay Council of San Marcos also 
organized local feeding program activities, 
headed by Punong Barangay Erwin Baňas. 
He mentioned that the vegetables from the 
DA–SAAD HVC communal garden are the 
usual ingredients for the cooked meals they 
serve for free in their barangay.

The people from San Marcos are thankful 
for the assistance provided by the 
DA-SAAD. Not only the members of the 
SMVFA benefit from the project, but most of 
the residents in San Marcos enjoy the 
advantages of having the agricultural inputs 
to sustain their HVC production. ### (Sarah 
Jane Taway)
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CATANDUANES, July 2, 2021 – The 
beneficiaries of the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
for High-Value Crops (HVC) production in 
Catanduanes remain steadfast amid the 
pandemic and the succession of natural 
calamities, spearheading multiple 
community-wide initiatives towards food 
security.

San Miguel Community Pantry

The spirit of sharing and unity was 
exhibited by the San Miguel Farm Workers 
Association (SAMIFAWA) members from 
Barangay San Miguel, Panganiban, 
Catanduanes when they willingly 
participated in the community pantry and 
the agro-fair organized in their village.

Aligned with the statement “Kumuha nang 
naaayon sa pangangailangan, magbigay 
ayon sa kakayahan” of the Maginhawa 
Community Pantry, the Barangay San 
Miguel also established theirs as a 
response to food and basic needs 
insufficiency in their barrio.

Out of 140 kilograms (kg) of assorted     

      vegetables harvested from their 800 
    square meters (sqm) communal garden, 
approximately 42kg were donated by the 
DA–SAAD farmers to their pantry while 
some bartered it for food and other daily 
necessities.

Crops like pechay, ampalaya, patola, okra, 
sitaw, and squash as well as two trays of 
eggs produced from the native chickens 
were traded for coffee, sugar, rice, canned 
goods, soap, shampoo, and laundry 
detergent. The remaining 98kg were either 
sold or kept for their family’s consumption.

Punong Barangay Jeffrey D. Velasco of San 
Miguel expressed his gratitude for the 
assistance given by the DA–SAAD. 

He mentioned that the families in their 
barangay were able to have food on their 
table because they now have standing 
crops that they can harvest or exchange for 
food. The bartered vegetables were again 
offered to people who needed them at the 
time.

The San Miguel Community Pantry, which 
started in April and benefited almost 200 
families, is still ongoing and accepts 
donations in cash or in-kind.

San Miguel Agro-Fair

Moreover, the Barangay Council of San 
Miguel also conducted the “Barangay San 
Miguel Agro-Fair” from May 5 to 8 in 
observance of its barangay fiesta or 
founding celebration. The local farmers 
exhibited their harvests and other 
agricultural produce.

Representatives from the Local 
Government Unit (LGU) of Panganiban and 
the Municipal Agriculture Office graced the 
event and the residents from nearby 
municipalities of Viga and Bagamanoc.

SAAD beneficiaries earned Php 7,305 from 
their vegetable sales for the duration of the 
Barangay San Miguel Agro-Fair (Table 7).

“Ako po ay lubos na natutuwa dahil 
naipakita po namin ang pagkakaisa ng 
aming barangay. Lahat po kami rito ay 
nagtulong-tulong para maisakatuparan ang 
Community Pantry at ang Barangay 
Agro-Fair sa San Miguel. Marami pong 
produkto ang galing sa SAAD ang 
naipamahagi at naipagbili. Malaking tulong 
po talaga ang pagkakaroon ng SAAD dahil 
nagbibigay ito ng pagkain at karagdagang  

  kita para sa mga 
 magsasaka. Lahat po ng kinita sa 
Barangay Agro-Fair ay para sa mga 
magsasaka lamang po, bilang 
pagbibigay-pugay para sa kanilang 
kasipagan. Maraming salamat po sa tulong 
ng DA SAAD,” Mr. Velasco said.

[I am so delighted because we can show 
unity in our town. Each of us contributed to 
the success of our Community Pantry and 
the Barangay Agro-Fair in San Miguel. 
Many products were showcased and sold 
from SAAD projects. SAAD’s support 
immensely helped our local farmers’ access 
to food and livelihood resources. The profits 
earned from Barangay Agro-Fair are 
apportioned to the farmers alone as 
appreciation for their perseverance. And we 
have the SAAD Program to thank for.]

KADIWA on Wheels 

The San Miguel SAAD Vegetable Farmers 
Association (San Miguel SAADVFA) from 
San Miguel, Baras, Catanduanes held a 
“Kadiwa on Wheels” activity on May 18. 
Headed by Ms. Lucia R. Obo, the 
association sold their harvested vegetables 
by peddling around the Baras town proper.

By selling 88.4kg of assorted vegetables 
(squash, okra, sili, ampalaya, sitaw, and 
upo) harvested from their 1.5 ha DA – 
SAAD garden, they earned Php 3,109.50 in 
just two hours.

The group plans to have a permanent stall 
or area where they can sell their crops 
during market days in Baras. The 
beneficiaries planted the seeds distributed 
in January and started to harvest crops 
from April.

The KADIWA on Wheels activity is deemed 
beneficial for the farmers and buyers. Not 
all farmers are required to go to the Baras 
poblacion because there are volunteers 
who will sell their harvests.

Moreover, buyers from other barangays in 
Baras have closer access to fresh 
vegetables which they can purchase from 
the KADIWA on Wheels of the San Miguel 
SAADVFA.

Vegetable for feeding programs, gifts, 
and donations

Members of the San Marcos Vegetable 
Farmers Association (SMVFA) do not see 
their location as a hindrance to having a 
flourishing vegetable garden.

Barangay San Marcos, San Miguel can be 
reached after a 50-minute tricycle ride from 
the capital town of Virac, and an hour of 
walking from Barangay Pagsangahan, 
crossing two rivers. Those who wish to visit 
the area have no other choice but to walk 
since the roads to San Marcos are still 
being constructed, and the bridge was 
destroyed by Super Typhoon Rolly in 2020.

Being one of the first barangays to be 
included in the DA–SAAD Program during 
its roll out in the province in 2018, the HVC 
beneficiaries organized the SMVFA 
composed of 31 members.

In January, the FA is a recipient of assorted 
seeds such as sitaw (1kg), okra (1kg), 

squash (500g), eggplant (200g), pepper 
(200g), tomato (200g), upland kangkong, 
(1kg) cucumber (400g), and upo (500g). 
They planted the seeds in their 0.4 ha 
communal garden. The distribution of 
the said agricultural inputs is from the 
Php 5,500,000 budget which is targeted for 
typhoon rehabilitation measures for the 
SAAD Program in Catanduanes.

With the full support of the DA-SAAD, 
working hand-in-hand with the San Miguel 
LGU, the SMVFA continues to harvest 
vegetables for selling and consumption of 
the farmers’ families. Their crops are 
brought to Barangay Pagsangahan or San 
Miguel poblacion.

Aside from selling their crops, the residents 
understand how challenging it is for 
someone to walk that far to reach them; 
thus, they offer their vegetables as gifts for 
their guests.

The Barangay Council of San Marcos also 
organized local feeding program activities, 
headed by Punong Barangay Erwin Baňas. 
He mentioned that the vegetables from the 
DA–SAAD HVC communal garden are the 
usual ingredients for the cooked meals they 
serve for free in their barangay.

The people from San Marcos are thankful 
for the assistance provided by the 
DA-SAAD. Not only the members of the 
SMVFA benefit from the project, but most of 
the residents in San Marcos enjoy the 
advantages of having the agricultural inputs 
to sustain their HVC production. ### (Sarah 
Jane Taway)

Crops Quantity Sold 
(kg) 

Price/kg 
(Php) 

Sales 
(Php) 

a b c = a*b 

Pechay 27 50.00 1,350.00 

Sitaw 11 70.00 770.00 

Okra 10 50.00 500.00 

Tomatoes 4 100.00 400.00 

Squash 20 35.00 700.00 

Upo 31 45.00 1,395.00 

Ampalaya 24 60.00 1,440.00 

Cucumber 30 25.00 750.00 

Total 157  7,305.00 
 

Table 7. Data on SAMIFAWA’s Agro-Fair Sales

Brick by brick, building dreams with SAAD: 
Anne Sacro’s story

June 28, 2021

APAYAO, June 25, 2021 – Vegetable 
Production Project beneficiary, Anne Sacro, 
having built her own house through 
farming, inspires Iyapayao farmers to 
persevere and stay determined while 
cultivating state-sponsored agricultural 
projects.

In the battle against poverty, 
Self-Determination Theory (SDT) of 
motivation by Ryan and Deci states 
that humans have innate desires for 
self-development to achieve certain goals. 
Self-determination takes direct action that 
will result in real change and a sense of 
belonging to other people to foster personal 
growth.

Forty-nine-year-old Anne, a beneficiary 
of the Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program, tends to be 

driven by a need to grow and gain 
fulfillment over challenges of poverty to 
develop her family’s living standard towards 
greater progress.

Following Anne Sacro’s journey

According to the 2018 report of the 
National Statistical Coordination Board 
(NSCB) on the state of poverty in the 
Philippines, a family of five having an 
income of Php 5,485 a month is considered 
part of the vulnerable sector.

Anne, a mother of four, is married to 
56-year-old farmer Rolando Sacro. She 
works multiple jobs to support and feed her 
family. She earns Php 300 offering laundry 
labor twice a week and gets paid Php 350 
as an on-call tailor.

She also works as a farm laborer and gets 
paid Php 250 every week, which allows her 

to earn at least Php 1,000 per 
cropping season with farm work 
lasting for a month. Anne shared 
that in reduced circumstances, 
her family only eats twice a day.

“Dimakel nak nga narigat iti 
biyag mi ngem iti han pulos 
kaya iti riknak ket tay makitak 
nga haan nga makapangan iti 
ustu iti annak ko nga uppat,” 
said Anne.

[I grew up not knowing what life 
is beyond poverty. Witnessing 
my four children being deprived 
of their basic needs motivates 
me to further persevere for a 
better life.]

With her modest income, Anne 
shared that her family couldn’t 
afford a decent house to live in.

“Bahay kubo lang idi ti balay mi, kanayun 
kam sireken ti danum nu kasta nga agtudu. 
Ngem gapo iti gaget kin tulong iti programa 
ti SAAD, nakitak idi namnama.”

[Previously, our house was a nipa hut. We 
used to experience flooding inside our 
house due to natural hazards caused by 
typhoons.]

In 2015, Anne and her husband engaged in 
rice cultivation in a 3-hectare (ha) farm as a 
tenant. According to Anne, they are getting 
paid at least Php 20,000 as net income 
twice a year – from dry season to wet 
season.

“Bilang maysa nga ina, pamilyak iti 
pagal-alak iti inspirasyon ko isu nga ar 

aramidek amin a kabaelak,” Anne shared.

[As a mother, I am driven to work hard to 
provide for the needs of my children.]

In 2019, SAAD Program was launched in 
the municipality and tapped the Upstream 
Livelihood Farmers’ Association where 
Anne is an active member.

The association received livelihood 
production projects on rice, corn, buffalo, 
sheep, poultry, and fruit trees.

SAAD program in providing 
livelihood assistance

Upstream Livelihood Farmers’ Association 
(FA) is a clustered group composed of five 

barangays – Dagupan, Shalom, 
Bacsay, San Gregorio, and 
Salvacion.

In June 2019, the group with 158 
members received shared 5 
units of rain shelter and farm 
tools in support of their 
Vegetable Production Project, 
which cost Php 613,700 
(Table 8).

The project consisted of rain 
shelters, knapsack sprayer, 
shovels, and seedling trays.

Since the association is 
composed of clustered 
Barangays, the units of rain 
shelter were provided to every 
Barangays to cater to 
beneficiaries from their 
residential areas; 2 units of rain 
shelter in Brgy. Shalom, 1 unit of 
rain shelter in Brgy. San 
Gregorio, 1 unit of rain shelter in 
Brgy. Salvacion, and 1 shared 
unit of rain shelter in Brgy. 
Bacsay.

The members noticed a 
significant improvement in 
vegetable farming utilizing the 
rain shelter for their seedlings 
during the growing stage.

After the project implementation, 
Anne initiated propagating 
vegetable seedlings in the rain 
shelter.

She used her 5,000 square 
meters area for vegetable 
production, where she cultivated 
tomato, eggplant, bitter gourd, 
chili, cabbage, pechay, nalta 
jute, sponge gourd, pole sitao, 
and bottle gourd.

She produced and sustained her vegetable 
production until May 2021.

As a wife, Anne also shared that she and 
her husband made good teamwork when it 
comes to handling their finances.

Anne reiterated that while working as a 
farm laborer, laundry helper, and vegetable 
grower, her husband works as a tenant of a 
3ha rice farm.

From her multiple jobs, she attested that 
she would always save at least 10% from 
her total income while his husband would 
also allocate 20% from their earnings in 
rice farming for the construction of their 
dream house.

Through perseverance, Anne shared that 
whatever job is available as long as it 
contributes to her personal growth, she 
would always indulge herself just to earn 
and save money for their dream house.

“Kanayun ko nga panunuten idi nga uray 
kasano karigat iti ubra, nu ammom nga 
gudwaen iti prayoridad mo, ado iti mabalin 
nga kabaelam. Isu nga han lang nga 
pagsusumikap iti naadal ko nu kidi nu 
kasano nga ikkan iti importansya iti oras 
nga agtar-taray,” shared Anne.

[It’s not about how much time you have. It’s 
about how effectively you manage your 
time. For me, who belongs to the marginal-
ized sector, I’ve learned the good impact of 
proper time management to uphill the battle 
against poverty. If you’re not managing your 
time well, there’s no way you’re going to 
reach your goals.]

Anne also added that with the benefit of 
rain shelter provided to the association, she 
boosted her vegetable crops which allows 
her to accumulate more income from selling 
in their locality.

“Maraming s�amat SAAD, 
dakel �i na�ulong na kanyak 
etuy n� proyek�,” added Anne.

(Big thanks to SAAD for helping me and my 
family towards greater progress.)

Inspired by the success of Anne, the FA 
members plan to organize a communal 
garden, so they can work together to 
achieve a significant pay-off to improve 
labor productivity and to supply their 
community with fresh vegetables.

For many farmers, the dream to provide a 
better life for themselves and their families 
is inherent and with the help of the SAAD 
Program, coupled with self-determination 
and perseverance this can be achieved.

Ways forward

Witnessing the progress of Anne, her 
colleagues are planning to organize 
communal gardening so they can work 
together as an association as a strategy to 
improve labor productivity and eventually 
supply their community with fresh 
vegetables for food consumption. ### 
(Kathleen Faye Agonoy)
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CATANDUANES, July 2, 2021 – The 
beneficiaries of the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
for High-Value Crops (HVC) production in 
Catanduanes remain steadfast amid the 
pandemic and the succession of natural 
calamities, spearheading multiple 
community-wide initiatives towards food 
security.

San Miguel Community Pantry

The spirit of sharing and unity was 
exhibited by the San Miguel Farm Workers 
Association (SAMIFAWA) members from 
Barangay San Miguel, Panganiban, 
Catanduanes when they willingly 
participated in the community pantry and 
the agro-fair organized in their village.

Aligned with the statement “Kumuha nang 
naaayon sa pangangailangan, magbigay 
ayon sa kakayahan” of the Maginhawa 
Community Pantry, the Barangay San 
Miguel also established theirs as a 
response to food and basic needs 
insufficiency in their barrio.

Out of 140 kilograms (kg) of assorted     

      vegetables harvested from their 800 
    square meters (sqm) communal garden, 
approximately 42kg were donated by the 
DA–SAAD farmers to their pantry while 
some bartered it for food and other daily 
necessities.

Crops like pechay, ampalaya, patola, okra, 
sitaw, and squash as well as two trays of 
eggs produced from the native chickens 
were traded for coffee, sugar, rice, canned 
goods, soap, shampoo, and laundry 
detergent. The remaining 98kg were either 
sold or kept for their family’s consumption.

Punong Barangay Jeffrey D. Velasco of San 
Miguel expressed his gratitude for the 
assistance given by the DA–SAAD. 

He mentioned that the families in their 
barangay were able to have food on their 
table because they now have standing 
crops that they can harvest or exchange for 
food. The bartered vegetables were again 
offered to people who needed them at the 
time.

The San Miguel Community Pantry, which 
started in April and benefited almost 200 
families, is still ongoing and accepts 
donations in cash or in-kind.

San Miguel Agro-Fair

Moreover, the Barangay Council of San 
Miguel also conducted the “Barangay San 
Miguel Agro-Fair” from May 5 to 8 in 
observance of its barangay fiesta or 
founding celebration. The local farmers 
exhibited their harvests and other 
agricultural produce.

Representatives from the Local 
Government Unit (LGU) of Panganiban and 
the Municipal Agriculture Office graced the 
event and the residents from nearby 
municipalities of Viga and Bagamanoc.

SAAD beneficiaries earned Php 7,305 from 
their vegetable sales for the duration of the 
Barangay San Miguel Agro-Fair (Table 7).

“Ako po ay lubos na natutuwa dahil 
naipakita po namin ang pagkakaisa ng 
aming barangay. Lahat po kami rito ay 
nagtulong-tulong para maisakatuparan ang 
Community Pantry at ang Barangay 
Agro-Fair sa San Miguel. Marami pong 
produkto ang galing sa SAAD ang 
naipamahagi at naipagbili. Malaking tulong 
po talaga ang pagkakaroon ng SAAD dahil 
nagbibigay ito ng pagkain at karagdagang  

  kita para sa mga 
 magsasaka. Lahat po ng kinita sa 
Barangay Agro-Fair ay para sa mga 
magsasaka lamang po, bilang 
pagbibigay-pugay para sa kanilang 
kasipagan. Maraming salamat po sa tulong 
ng DA SAAD,” Mr. Velasco said.

[I am so delighted because we can show 
unity in our town. Each of us contributed to 
the success of our Community Pantry and 
the Barangay Agro-Fair in San Miguel. 
Many products were showcased and sold 
from SAAD projects. SAAD’s support 
immensely helped our local farmers’ access 
to food and livelihood resources. The profits 
earned from Barangay Agro-Fair are 
apportioned to the farmers alone as 
appreciation for their perseverance. And we 
have the SAAD Program to thank for.]

KADIWA on Wheels 

The San Miguel SAAD Vegetable Farmers 
Association (San Miguel SAADVFA) from 
San Miguel, Baras, Catanduanes held a 
“Kadiwa on Wheels” activity on May 18. 
Headed by Ms. Lucia R. Obo, the 
association sold their harvested vegetables 
by peddling around the Baras town proper.

By selling 88.4kg of assorted vegetables 
(squash, okra, sili, ampalaya, sitaw, and 
upo) harvested from their 1.5 ha DA – 
SAAD garden, they earned Php 3,109.50 in 
just two hours.

The group plans to have a permanent stall 
or area where they can sell their crops 
during market days in Baras. The 
beneficiaries planted the seeds distributed 
in January and started to harvest crops 
from April.

The KADIWA on Wheels activity is deemed 
beneficial for the farmers and buyers. Not 
all farmers are required to go to the Baras 
poblacion because there are volunteers 
who will sell their harvests.

Moreover, buyers from other barangays in 
Baras have closer access to fresh 
vegetables which they can purchase from 
the KADIWA on Wheels of the San Miguel 
SAADVFA.

Vegetable for feeding programs, gifts, 
and donations

Members of the San Marcos Vegetable 
Farmers Association (SMVFA) do not see 
their location as a hindrance to having a 
flourishing vegetable garden.

Barangay San Marcos, San Miguel can be 
reached after a 50-minute tricycle ride from 
the capital town of Virac, and an hour of 
walking from Barangay Pagsangahan, 
crossing two rivers. Those who wish to visit 
the area have no other choice but to walk 
since the roads to San Marcos are still 
being constructed, and the bridge was 
destroyed by Super Typhoon Rolly in 2020.

Being one of the first barangays to be 
included in the DA–SAAD Program during 
its roll out in the province in 2018, the HVC 
beneficiaries organized the SMVFA 
composed of 31 members.

In January, the FA is a recipient of assorted 
seeds such as sitaw (1kg), okra (1kg), 

squash (500g), eggplant (200g), pepper 
(200g), tomato (200g), upland kangkong, 
(1kg) cucumber (400g), and upo (500g). 
They planted the seeds in their 0.4 ha 
communal garden. The distribution of 
the said agricultural inputs is from the 
Php 5,500,000 budget which is targeted for 
typhoon rehabilitation measures for the 
SAAD Program in Catanduanes.

With the full support of the DA-SAAD, 
working hand-in-hand with the San Miguel 
LGU, the SMVFA continues to harvest 
vegetables for selling and consumption of 
the farmers’ families. Their crops are 
brought to Barangay Pagsangahan or San 
Miguel poblacion.

Aside from selling their crops, the residents 
understand how challenging it is for 
someone to walk that far to reach them; 
thus, they offer their vegetables as gifts for 
their guests.

The Barangay Council of San Marcos also 
organized local feeding program activities, 
headed by Punong Barangay Erwin Baňas. 
He mentioned that the vegetables from the 
DA–SAAD HVC communal garden are the 
usual ingredients for the cooked meals they 
serve for free in their barangay.

The people from San Marcos are thankful 
for the assistance provided by the 
DA-SAAD. Not only the members of the 
SMVFA benefit from the project, but most of 
the residents in San Marcos enjoy the 
advantages of having the agricultural inputs 
to sustain their HVC production. ### (Sarah 
Jane Taway)

June 28, 2021

APAYAO, June 25, 2021 – Vegetable 
Production Project beneficiary, Anne Sacro, 
having built her own house through 
farming, inspires Iyapayao farmers to 
persevere and stay determined while 
cultivating state-sponsored agricultural 
projects.

In the battle against poverty, 
Self-Determination Theory (SDT) of 
motivation by Ryan and Deci states 
that humans have innate desires for 
self-development to achieve certain goals. 
Self-determination takes direct action that 
will result in real change and a sense of 
belonging to other people to foster personal 
growth.

Forty-nine-year-old Anne, a beneficiary 
of the Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program, tends to be 

driven by a need to grow and gain 
fulfillment over challenges of poverty to 
develop her family’s living standard towards 
greater progress.

Following Anne Sacro’s journey

According to the 2018 report of the 
National Statistical Coordination Board 
(NSCB) on the state of poverty in the 
Philippines, a family of five having an 
income of Php 5,485 a month is considered 
part of the vulnerable sector.

Anne, a mother of four, is married to 
56-year-old farmer Rolando Sacro. She 
works multiple jobs to support and feed her 
family. She earns Php 300 offering laundry 
labor twice a week and gets paid Php 350 
as an on-call tailor.

She also works as a farm laborer and gets 
paid Php 250 every week, which allows her 

to earn at least Php 1,000 per 
cropping season with farm work 
lasting for a month. Anne shared 
that in reduced circumstances, 
her family only eats twice a day.

“Dimakel nak nga narigat iti 
biyag mi ngem iti han pulos 
kaya iti riknak ket tay makitak 
nga haan nga makapangan iti 
ustu iti annak ko nga uppat,” 
said Anne.

[I grew up not knowing what life 
is beyond poverty. Witnessing 
my four children being deprived 
of their basic needs motivates 
me to further persevere for a 
better life.]

With her modest income, Anne 
shared that her family couldn’t 
afford a decent house to live in.

“Bahay kubo lang idi ti balay mi, kanayun 
kam sireken ti danum nu kasta nga agtudu. 
Ngem gapo iti gaget kin tulong iti programa 
ti SAAD, nakitak idi namnama.”

[Previously, our house was a nipa hut. We 
used to experience flooding inside our 
house due to natural hazards caused by 
typhoons.]

In 2015, Anne and her husband engaged in 
rice cultivation in a 3-hectare (ha) farm as a 
tenant. According to Anne, they are getting 
paid at least Php 20,000 as net income 
twice a year – from dry season to wet 
season.

“Bilang maysa nga ina, pamilyak iti 
pagal-alak iti inspirasyon ko isu nga ar 

aramidek amin a kabaelak,” Anne shared.

[As a mother, I am driven to work hard to 
provide for the needs of my children.]

In 2019, SAAD Program was launched in 
the municipality and tapped the Upstream 
Livelihood Farmers’ Association where 
Anne is an active member.

The association received livelihood 
production projects on rice, corn, buffalo, 
sheep, poultry, and fruit trees.

SAAD program in providing 
livelihood assistance

Upstream Livelihood Farmers’ Association 
(FA) is a clustered group composed of five 

barangays – Dagupan, Shalom, 
Bacsay, San Gregorio, and 
Salvacion.

In June 2019, the group with 158 
members received shared 5 
units of rain shelter and farm 
tools in support of their 
Vegetable Production Project, 
which cost Php 613,700 
(Table 8).

The project consisted of rain 
shelters, knapsack sprayer, 
shovels, and seedling trays.

Since the association is 
composed of clustered 
Barangays, the units of rain 
shelter were provided to every 
Barangays to cater to 
beneficiaries from their 
residential areas; 2 units of rain 
shelter in Brgy. Shalom, 1 unit of 
rain shelter in Brgy. San 
Gregorio, 1 unit of rain shelter in 
Brgy. Salvacion, and 1 shared 
unit of rain shelter in Brgy. 
Bacsay.

The members noticed a 
significant improvement in 
vegetable farming utilizing the 
rain shelter for their seedlings 
during the growing stage.

After the project implementation, 
Anne initiated propagating 
vegetable seedlings in the rain 
shelter.

She used her 5,000 square 
meters area for vegetable 
production, where she cultivated 
tomato, eggplant, bitter gourd, 
chili, cabbage, pechay, nalta 
jute, sponge gourd, pole sitao, 
and bottle gourd.

continue to next page

Table 8. Upstream Livelihood FA’s SAAD Project Intervention

She produced and sustained her vegetable 
production until May 2021.

As a wife, Anne also shared that she and 
her husband made good teamwork when it 
comes to handling their finances.

Anne reiterated that while working as a 
farm laborer, laundry helper, and vegetable 
grower, her husband works as a tenant of a 
3ha rice farm.

From her multiple jobs, she attested that 
she would always save at least 10% from 
her total income while his husband would 
also allocate 20% from their earnings in 
rice farming for the construction of their 
dream house.

Through perseverance, Anne shared that 
whatever job is available as long as it 
contributes to her personal growth, she 
would always indulge herself just to earn 
and save money for their dream house.

“Kanayun ko nga panunuten idi nga uray 
kasano karigat iti ubra, nu ammom nga 
gudwaen iti prayoridad mo, ado iti mabalin 
nga kabaelam. Isu nga han lang nga 
pagsusumikap iti naadal ko nu kidi nu 
kasano nga ikkan iti importansya iti oras 
nga agtar-taray,” shared Anne.

[It’s not about how much time you have. It’s 
about how effectively you manage your 
time. For me, who belongs to the marginal-
ized sector, I’ve learned the good impact of 
proper time management to uphill the battle 
against poverty. If you’re not managing your 
time well, there’s no way you’re going to 
reach your goals.]

Anne also added that with the benefit of 
rain shelter provided to the association, she 
boosted her vegetable crops which allows 
her to accumulate more income from selling 
in their locality.

“Maraming s�amat SAAD, 
dakel �i na�ulong na kanyak 
etuy n� proyek�,” added Anne.

(Big thanks to SAAD for helping me and my 
family towards greater progress.)

Inspired by the success of Anne, the FA 
members plan to organize a communal 
garden, so they can work together to 
achieve a significant pay-off to improve 
labor productivity and to supply their 
community with fresh vegetables.

For many farmers, the dream to provide a 
better life for themselves and their families 
is inherent and with the help of the SAAD 
Program, coupled with self-determination 
and perseverance this can be achieved.

Ways forward

Witnessing the progress of Anne, her 
colleagues are planning to organize 
communal gardening so they can work 
together as an association as a strategy to 
improve labor productivity and eventually 
supply their community with fresh 
vegetables for food consumption. ### 
(Kathleen Faye Agonoy)

Intervention Price per Unit or Piece 
(Php) 

Project Cost 
(Php) 

5 Rain shelter 120,000.00 600,000.00 

2 Knapsack sprayer 3,000.00 6,000.00 

11 Shovel 500.00 5,500.00 

22 Seedling tray 100.00 2,200.00 

Total 114,375.00 
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APAYAO, June 25, 2021 – Vegetable 
Production Project beneficiary, Anne Sacro, 
having built her own house through 
farming, inspires Iyapayao farmers to 
persevere and stay determined while 
cultivating state-sponsored agricultural 
projects.

In the battle against poverty, 
Self-Determination Theory (SDT) of 
motivation by Ryan and Deci states 
that humans have innate desires for 
self-development to achieve certain goals. 
Self-determination takes direct action that 
will result in real change and a sense of 
belonging to other people to foster personal 
growth.

Forty-nine-year-old Anne, a beneficiary 
of the Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program, tends to be 

driven by a need to grow and gain 
fulfillment over challenges of poverty to 
develop her family’s living standard towards 
greater progress.

Following Anne Sacro’s journey

According to the 2018 report of the 
National Statistical Coordination Board 
(NSCB) on the state of poverty in the 
Philippines, a family of five having an 
income of Php 5,485 a month is considered 
part of the vulnerable sector.

Anne, a mother of four, is married to 
56-year-old farmer Rolando Sacro. She 
works multiple jobs to support and feed her 
family. She earns Php 300 offering laundry 
labor twice a week and gets paid Php 350 
as an on-call tailor.

She also works as a farm laborer and gets 
paid Php 250 every week, which allows her 

to earn at least Php 1,000 per 
cropping season with farm work 
lasting for a month. Anne shared 
that in reduced circumstances, 
her family only eats twice a day.

“Dimakel nak nga narigat iti 
biyag mi ngem iti han pulos 
kaya iti riknak ket tay makitak 
nga haan nga makapangan iti 
ustu iti annak ko nga uppat,” 
said Anne.

[I grew up not knowing what life 
is beyond poverty. Witnessing 
my four children being deprived 
of their basic needs motivates 
me to further persevere for a 
better life.]

With her modest income, Anne 
shared that her family couldn’t 
afford a decent house to live in.

“Bahay kubo lang idi ti balay mi, kanayun 
kam sireken ti danum nu kasta nga agtudu. 
Ngem gapo iti gaget kin tulong iti programa 
ti SAAD, nakitak idi namnama.”

[Previously, our house was a nipa hut. We 
used to experience flooding inside our 
house due to natural hazards caused by 
typhoons.]

In 2015, Anne and her husband engaged in 
rice cultivation in a 3-hectare (ha) farm as a 
tenant. According to Anne, they are getting 
paid at least Php 20,000 as net income 
twice a year – from dry season to wet 
season.

“Bilang maysa nga ina, pamilyak iti 
pagal-alak iti inspirasyon ko isu nga ar 

aramidek amin a kabaelak,” Anne shared.

[As a mother, I am driven to work hard to 
provide for the needs of my children.]

In 2019, SAAD Program was launched in 
the municipality and tapped the Upstream 
Livelihood Farmers’ Association where 
Anne is an active member.

The association received livelihood 
production projects on rice, corn, buffalo, 
sheep, poultry, and fruit trees.

SAAD program in providing 
livelihood assistance

Upstream Livelihood Farmers’ Association 
(FA) is a clustered group composed of five 

barangays – Dagupan, Shalom, 
Bacsay, San Gregorio, and 
Salvacion.

In June 2019, the group with 158 
members received shared 5 
units of rain shelter and farm 
tools in support of their 
Vegetable Production Project, 
which cost Php 613,700 
(Table 8).

The project consisted of rain 
shelters, knapsack sprayer, 
shovels, and seedling trays.

Since the association is 
composed of clustered 
Barangays, the units of rain 
shelter were provided to every 
Barangays to cater to 
beneficiaries from their 
residential areas; 2 units of rain 
shelter in Brgy. Shalom, 1 unit of 
rain shelter in Brgy. San 
Gregorio, 1 unit of rain shelter in 
Brgy. Salvacion, and 1 shared 
unit of rain shelter in Brgy. 
Bacsay.

The members noticed a 
significant improvement in 
vegetable farming utilizing the 
rain shelter for their seedlings 
during the growing stage.

After the project implementation, 
Anne initiated propagating 
vegetable seedlings in the rain 
shelter.

She used her 5,000 square 
meters area for vegetable 
production, where she cultivated 
tomato, eggplant, bitter gourd, 
chili, cabbage, pechay, nalta 
jute, sponge gourd, pole sitao, 
and bottle gourd.

She produced and sustained her vegetable 
production until May 2021.

As a wife, Anne also shared that she and 
her husband made good teamwork when it 
comes to handling their finances.

Anne reiterated that while working as a 
farm laborer, laundry helper, and vegetable 
grower, her husband works as a tenant of a 
3ha rice farm.

From her multiple jobs, she attested that 
she would always save at least 10% from 
her total income while his husband would 
also allocate 20% from their earnings in 
rice farming for the construction of their 
dream house.

Through perseverance, Anne shared that 
whatever job is available as long as it 
contributes to her personal growth, she 
would always indulge herself just to earn 
and save money for their dream house.

“Kanayun ko nga panunuten idi nga uray 
kasano karigat iti ubra, nu ammom nga 
gudwaen iti prayoridad mo, ado iti mabalin 
nga kabaelam. Isu nga han lang nga 
pagsusumikap iti naadal ko nu kidi nu 
kasano nga ikkan iti importansya iti oras 
nga agtar-taray,” shared Anne.

[It’s not about how much time you have. It’s 
about how effectively you manage your 
time. For me, who belongs to the marginal-
ized sector, I’ve learned the good impact of 
proper time management to uphill the battle 
against poverty. If you’re not managing your 
time well, there’s no way you’re going to 
reach your goals.]

Anne also added that with the benefit of 
rain shelter provided to the association, she 
boosted her vegetable crops which allows 
her to accumulate more income from selling 
in their locality.

“Maraming s�amat SAAD, 
dakel �i na�ulong na kanyak 
etuy n� proyek�,” added Anne.

(Big thanks to SAAD for helping me and my 
family towards greater progress.)

Inspired by the success of Anne, the FA 
members plan to organize a communal 
garden, so they can work together to 
achieve a significant pay-off to improve 
labor productivity and to supply their 
community with fresh vegetables.

For many farmers, the dream to provide a 
better life for themselves and their families 
is inherent and with the help of the SAAD 
Program, coupled with self-determination 
and perseverance this can be achieved.

Ways forward

Witnessing the progress of Anne, her 
colleagues are planning to organize 
communal gardening so they can work 
together as an association as a strategy to 
improve labor productivity and eventually 
supply their community with fresh 
vegetables for food consumption. ### 
(Kathleen Faye Agonoy)

Table 9. Upstream Livelihood FA’s Sales from five cropping seasons

Cropping Season Vegetable Total Harvest 
(kg) 

Price 
(Php/kg) 

Net Income 
(Php) 

Dry Season July-August 2019 

Tomato 6 50.00 300.00 

Eggplant 6 50.00 300.00 

Bitter gourd 5 40.00 200.00 

Sili 5 100.00 500.00 

Wet Season September 2019 

Pechay 40 125.00 5,000.00 

Bottle gourd 20 100.00 2,000.00 

Cabbage 14 50.00 700.00 

Nalta Jute 12 100.00 1,200.00 

Tomato 40 60.00 2,400.00 

Dry Season July 2020 

Pechay 39 126.00 4,900.00 

Bottle gourd 21 100.00 2,100.00 

Cabbage 140 50.00 7,000.00 

Nalta Jute 8 100.00 800.00 

Tomato 40 60.00 2,400.00 

Wet Season September 2020 

Pechay 41 124.50 5,100.00 

Cabbage 77 100.00 7,700.00 

Pole Sitao 198 50.00 9,900.00 

Tomato 23 59.50 1,360.00 

Dry Season May 2021 

Pechay 24 127.50 3,060.00 

Cabbage 10 100.00 1,000.00 

Pole Sitao 23 50.00 1,150.00 

Tomato 22 62.00 1,360.00 

Total 60,430.00 
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APAYAO, June 25, 2021 – Vegetable 
Production Project beneficiary, Anne Sacro, 
having built her own house through 
farming, inspires Iyapayao farmers to 
persevere and stay determined while 
cultivating state-sponsored agricultural 
projects.

In the battle against poverty, 
Self-Determination Theory (SDT) of 
motivation by Ryan and Deci states 
that humans have innate desires for 
self-development to achieve certain goals. 
Self-determination takes direct action that 
will result in real change and a sense of 
belonging to other people to foster personal 
growth.

Forty-nine-year-old Anne, a beneficiary 
of the Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program, tends to be 

driven by a need to grow and gain 
fulfillment over challenges of poverty to 
develop her family’s living standard towards 
greater progress.

Following Anne Sacro’s journey

According to the 2018 report of the 
National Statistical Coordination Board 
(NSCB) on the state of poverty in the 
Philippines, a family of five having an 
income of Php 5,485 a month is considered 
part of the vulnerable sector.

Anne, a mother of four, is married to 
56-year-old farmer Rolando Sacro. She 
works multiple jobs to support and feed her 
family. She earns Php 300 offering laundry 
labor twice a week and gets paid Php 350 
as an on-call tailor.

She also works as a farm laborer and gets 
paid Php 250 every week, which allows her 

to earn at least Php 1,000 per 
cropping season with farm work 
lasting for a month. Anne shared 
that in reduced circumstances, 
her family only eats twice a day.

“Dimakel nak nga narigat iti 
biyag mi ngem iti han pulos 
kaya iti riknak ket tay makitak 
nga haan nga makapangan iti 
ustu iti annak ko nga uppat,” 
said Anne.

[I grew up not knowing what life 
is beyond poverty. Witnessing 
my four children being deprived 
of their basic needs motivates 
me to further persevere for a 
better life.]

With her modest income, Anne 
shared that her family couldn’t 
afford a decent house to live in.

“Bahay kubo lang idi ti balay mi, kanayun 
kam sireken ti danum nu kasta nga agtudu. 
Ngem gapo iti gaget kin tulong iti programa 
ti SAAD, nakitak idi namnama.”

[Previously, our house was a nipa hut. We 
used to experience flooding inside our 
house due to natural hazards caused by 
typhoons.]

In 2015, Anne and her husband engaged in 
rice cultivation in a 3-hectare (ha) farm as a 
tenant. According to Anne, they are getting 
paid at least Php 20,000 as net income 
twice a year – from dry season to wet 
season.

“Bilang maysa nga ina, pamilyak iti 
pagal-alak iti inspirasyon ko isu nga ar 

aramidek amin a kabaelak,” Anne shared.

[As a mother, I am driven to work hard to 
provide for the needs of my children.]

In 2019, SAAD Program was launched in 
the municipality and tapped the Upstream 
Livelihood Farmers’ Association where 
Anne is an active member.

The association received livelihood 
production projects on rice, corn, buffalo, 
sheep, poultry, and fruit trees.

SAAD program in providing 
livelihood assistance

Upstream Livelihood Farmers’ Association 
(FA) is a clustered group composed of five 

barangays – Dagupan, Shalom, 
Bacsay, San Gregorio, and 
Salvacion.

In June 2019, the group with 158 
members received shared 5 
units of rain shelter and farm 
tools in support of their 
Vegetable Production Project, 
which cost Php 613,700 
(Table 8).

The project consisted of rain 
shelters, knapsack sprayer, 
shovels, and seedling trays.

Since the association is 
composed of clustered 
Barangays, the units of rain 
shelter were provided to every 
Barangays to cater to 
beneficiaries from their 
residential areas; 2 units of rain 
shelter in Brgy. Shalom, 1 unit of 
rain shelter in Brgy. San 
Gregorio, 1 unit of rain shelter in 
Brgy. Salvacion, and 1 shared 
unit of rain shelter in Brgy. 
Bacsay.

The members noticed a 
significant improvement in 
vegetable farming utilizing the 
rain shelter for their seedlings 
during the growing stage.

After the project implementation, 
Anne initiated propagating 
vegetable seedlings in the rain 
shelter.

She used her 5,000 square 
meters area for vegetable 
production, where she cultivated 
tomato, eggplant, bitter gourd, 
chili, cabbage, pechay, nalta 
jute, sponge gourd, pole sitao, 
and bottle gourd.

She produced and sustained her vegetable 
production until May 2021.

As a wife, Anne also shared that she and 
her husband made good teamwork when it 
comes to handling their finances.

Anne reiterated that while working as a 
farm laborer, laundry helper, and vegetable 
grower, her husband works as a tenant of a 
3ha rice farm.

From her multiple jobs, she attested that 
she would always save at least 10% from 
her total income while his husband would 
also allocate 20% from their earnings in 
rice farming for the construction of their 
dream house.

Through perseverance, Anne shared that 
whatever job is available as long as it 
contributes to her personal growth, she 
would always indulge herself just to earn 
and save money for their dream house.

“Kanayun ko nga panunuten idi nga uray 
kasano karigat iti ubra, nu ammom nga 
gudwaen iti prayoridad mo, ado iti mabalin 
nga kabaelam. Isu nga han lang nga 
pagsusumikap iti naadal ko nu kidi nu 
kasano nga ikkan iti importansya iti oras 
nga agtar-taray,” shared Anne.

[It’s not about how much time you have. It’s 
about how effectively you manage your 
time. For me, who belongs to the marginal-
ized sector, I’ve learned the good impact of 
proper time management to uphill the battle 
against poverty. If you’re not managing your 
time well, there’s no way you’re going to 
reach your goals.]

Anne also added that with the benefit of 
rain shelter provided to the association, she 
boosted her vegetable crops which allows 
her to accumulate more income from selling 
in their locality.

“Maraming s�amat SAAD, 
dakel �i na�ulong na kanyak 
etuy n� proyek�,” added Anne.

(Big thanks to SAAD for helping me and my 
family towards greater progress.)

Inspired by the success of Anne, the FA 
members plan to organize a communal 
garden, so they can work together to 
achieve a significant pay-off to improve 
labor productivity and to supply their 
community with fresh vegetables.

For many farmers, the dream to provide a 
better life for themselves and their families 
is inherent and with the help of the SAAD 
Program, coupled with self-determination 
and perseverance this can be achieved.

Ways forward

Witnessing the progress of Anne, her 
colleagues are planning to organize 
communal gardening so they can work 
together as an association as a strategy to 
improve labor productivity and eventually 
supply their community with fresh 
vegetables for food consumption. ### 
(Kathleen Faye Agonoy)

SAAD farmer establishes fish and swine production through vegetable farming earnings

June 28, 2021

APAYAO, June 24, 2021 – 
Fifty-one-year-old Maxima Camayang 
established her fishery and piggery 
business after earning from the Department 
of Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program’s vegetable production project.

Maxima, president of the Upstream 
Livelihood Farmers’ Association in Brgy. 
Dagupan, Luna, Apayao, used her initial 
earnings worth more than Php 58,000 to 
expand her livelihood.

About Upstream Livelihood Farmers’ 
Association

The SAAD-led vegetable production project 
worth Php 493,700 was turned over to the 
Upstream Livelihood Farmers’ Association 
in 2019 which included four units of rain 
shelters, two knapsack sprayers, 11 
shovels, and 22 seedling trays.

Composed of 158 members, the group was 
registered as a Farmer Cooperative and 
Association (FCA) of the SAAD and the 
Department of Labor and Employment 
(DOLE).

The members come from five barangays in 
Luna which include Dagupan, Shalom, 

Bacsay, San Gregorio, and Salvacion.

Maxima Camayang and vegetable 
gardening as household income

Through the SAAD Program, Maxima now 
has a stable source of income.

“Para kinyak nga maysa nga naikkan iti 
benepisyo iti programa iti SAAD, dakkel iti 
naitulong na etuy nga rain shelter ta kasla 
ahijay kakadwak, adan iti pag mulaak iti 
seedlings uray ana nga panawen. Gapo ta 
etuy nga rain shelter ket nagbalin nga 
katulungak, imado iti production ko ta idi 
awan pay… umanay lang nga pang 
pamilyak iti harvest ko bilang maysa nga 
agmul-mula iti nateng,” shared Maxima.

[Through the rain shelter vested by the 
SAAD program, I was able to boost my 
vegetable production. Before the SAAD 
Program grants us rain shelter, I can only 
yield vegetables for our family’s 
consumption. But now that we have a 
greenhouse that can help us to produce 
more vegetable seedlings, I can now earn 
profit through selling around our locality.]

According to Maxima, she started to use 
FCA’s rain shelter during the dry season of 
June 2019. Driven by a determination to 
further prosper, she managed to establish 
her own production area spanning 2,446 

square meters (sqm).

Every harvest period, Maxima sold her 
produce to the community and saved an 
accumulated amount of Php 58,520 from 
five cropping seasons from June 2019 to 
May 2021 (Table 10). Using this, a fishery 
and piggery business was slowly 
established.

“Jay earnings ko kin agitay nalakwak ket 
insave ko tapno makapaaramidak iti 
fishpond. Gapo ta nakaawatak met iti 1,500 
nga fingerlings agapo iti BFAR ninayunak 
met akas nga counterpart ko nga gimatang 
iti 1,000 nga fingerlings bilang pag rugyan,” 
shared Maxima.

[I initiated to take the opportunity to 
manage my earnings from vegetable 
production. I was lucky to invest my 
earnings into fishery. I was able to establish 
a fishpond, and with the help of BFAR, I 
was granted at least 1,500 fingerlings. As 
an additional, on my part I purchased 1,000 
fingerlings as an additional stock.]

As a regular program of the Bureau of 
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR), 
Maxima was granted free fingerlings for her 
pond and purchased from her own pocket 
an additional 1,000 for her venture. She 
said she could not have established her 
416sqm tilapia farm if she did not improve 

her vegetable production through the SAAD 
rain shelter project.

“Nu amom iti rigat, talaga nga masur-surum 
iti ada determinasyon na [The struggle 
brought by poverty is my utmost 
determination],” she added.

Like all forms of agriculture, Maxima 
believes home gardening involves 
perseverance.

“Agyamanak �i SAAD program 
ta nu haan n� �po kin etuy 
n� in�rvention, �na   kuma 
�lang ket haan n� k�ta 
kan�� �i namnamak �i 
ve�t�� �rdening ta t�a� 
nu idi ket pang fam�y 
consumption lang nu apay n� 
ada �i home �rdening ko,” said 
Maxima.

[Big thanks to the SAAD program because 
of the vegetable production project, I was 
able to boost my home gardening which 
allows me to improve my harvests, resulting 
in more opportunities not only as a 
vegetable grower at home but also as a 
vegetable vendor that has community 
participation.]

continue to next page
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Cropping 
Season 

Vegetable No. of 
Seeds per 

Sachet 

Total 
Harvest 

(kg) 

Price 
(Php/kg) 

Net Income 
(Php) 

Dry Season: 
July-August 
2019 

Pechay 1 25 40.00 1,000.00 
Eggplant 1 50 40.00 2,000.00 
Okra 1 50 40.00 2,000.00 
Tomato 1 3 15.00 45.00 
Pole Sitao 3 80 40.00 3,200.00 
Chili 1 4 60.00 240.00 
Bottle Gourd 2 20 40.00 800.00 
Bitter Gourd 2 30 50.00 1,500.00 
Ginger 1 30 100.00 3,000.00 

Wet Season: 
September-
December 
2019 

Pechay 1 25 40.00 1,000.00 
Eggplant 1 50 40.00 2,000.00 
Okra 1 50 40.00 2,000.00 
Tomato 1 3 15.00 45.00 
Pole Sitao 3 80 40.00 3,200.00 
Chili 1 4 60.00 240.00 
Bottle Gourd 2 20 40.00 800.00 
Bitter Gourd 2 30 50.00 1,500.00 
Ginger 1 30 120.00 3,600.00 

Dry Season: 
July-August 
2020 

Pechay 1 25 40.00 1,000.00 
Eggplant 1 50 40.00 2,000.00 
Okra 1 50 40.00 2,000.00 
Tomato 1 3 15.00 45.00 
Pole Sitao 3 80 40.00 3,200.00 
Chili 1 4 60.00 240.00 
Bottle Gourd 2 20 40.00 800.00 
Bitter Gourd 2 30 50.00 1,500.00 
Ginger 1 30 150.00 4,500.00 

Wet Season: 
September-
December 
2020 

Pechay 1 25 40.00 1,000.00 
Eggplant 1 50 40.00 2,000.00 
Okra 1 50 40.00 2,000.00 
Tomato 3 3 15.00 45.00 
Pole Sitao 3 60 40.00 2,400.00 
Chili 1 4 60.00 240.00 
Bottle Gourd 2 20 40.00 800.00 
Bitter Gourd 2 30 50.00 1,500.00 
Ginger 1 30 150.00 4,500.00 

Dry Season: 
May-June 
2021 

Pechay 1 10 40.00 400.00 

Baguio Beans 1 10 18.00 180.00 

Total 58,520.00 
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Plans of the FCA

With the individual success of Maxima, the 
members of the Upstream Livelihood 
Farmers’ Association now plan to organize 
a communal gardening project to earn 
bigger profits and eventually establish a 
talipapa in their locality in a bid to sell 
varied local products and promote healthy 
eating habits in the community. ### 
(Kathleen Faye Agonoy)
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SAAD Sulu farmer harvests 2,500 squash 
worth Php 125K

June 15, 2021

SULU, June 9, 2021 – Forty-six-year-old 
farmer Lasah Idan from barangay Tubod, 
Talipao harvested 2,500 pieces of squash 
worth Php 125,000 through the Department 
of Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program’s 
Diversified Farming Project.

The harvested crops were sold for 
Php 50/pc in Jolo and other markets near 
Talipao.

“Before I came here in Tubod I used to live 
in Luuk as a fisherman where I sell fish and 
seaweed. After marrying my wife, we 
moved to Tubod and had eight children,” 
shared Mr. Idan. However, due to poverty, 
some of his children stopped from studying     

     to support their family needs.

“After SAAD came, I can say that it was not 
only the income that improved but also my 
life. I am so grateful for the day that Ma’am 
Ann (Talipao Area Coordinator Analisa U. 
Dauring) came to orient us. She was there 
until the program was fully implemented in 
our barangay.”

“SAAD is a blessing for us farmers,” added 
Mr. Idan. Now, as he continues to farm with 
the inputs provided by SAAD, he aims to let 
her two younger daughters finish their 
studies.

He said, “It is the only thing that I can give 
aside from teaching them some farming 
skills, I want them to finish their studies and 
do what they really want to do.” ### (Shara 
Malaica Ussam)

SAAD Bohol farmers earn from their 
communal garden amid pandemic

June 14, 2021

A Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(SAAD) Program-assisted group of 45 
farmers established a flourishing communal 
vegetable garden in Mabini, Bohol.

In 2020, the Paraiso Pagtinabangay 
Farmers Association (PPFA) was formally 
organized and registered at the Department 
of Labor and Employment, as the group 
became a recipient of the SAAD Vegetable 
Production Project worth Php 370,493.

The packaged intervention consists of 
vegetable seeds such as bitter gourd 
(ampalaya), squash, lady fingers (okra), 
sweet pepper, siling sigang, cucumber, pole 
sitao, organic fertilizer, complete fertilizer, 
insecticides, pruning shears, plastic drums, 
garden hose, sprinkler, plastic crates, and 
knapsack sprayer which were completely 
delivered on March 23, 2021 (Table 11).

A series of capability-building and 
specialized training on values formation, 
farm planning, budgeting, record-keeping, 
and vegetable production system was also 
conducted to fully equip the farmers with 
knowledge and skills for effective project 
management.

PPFA’s flourishing vegetable garden

In January, the group planted okra, pole 
sitao, and ampalaya in 0.15 hectares (ha) 
communal vegetable production garden.

Association President Jocelyn Amoroto 
said they harvested 225 kilograms (kg) of 
okra (Php 30/kg), 30kg of string beans 
(Php 40/kg), and 10kg of ampalaya (Php 
50/kg), gaining a total income of Php 8,450 
in May (Table 12).

To date, 115 hills of ampalaya are still 
bearing fruits. They are expecting to 
harvest 400kg fruit in the middle of July, 
expecting Php 20,000 gross income from 
the commodity.

The group also planted 200 hills of okra in 
between mother plants, 150 hills of 
eggplant, and 30 hills of cucumber to 
continue their production.

The old okras in their communal garden will 
be ratooned as they thought it will bear fruit 
for at least 20% of their total production of 
the mother plant.

continue to next page
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Some group members peddle their produce 
to nearby barangays. Some customers will 
go directly to the farm to buy vegetables.

Marketing their vegetables is one of the 
issues they face in which they overcame 
using social media as a promotional 
channel. Through Facebook posting, they 
gain orders online.

Aside from their existing production, the 
association plans to be a vegetable 
consolidator and engage in processing 
someday.

Vermicomposting leads to additional 
income

In May, PPFA established a 
vermicomposting bed to utilize the wastes, 
converting it to organic fertilizer. They are 
expecting to harvest five sacks of organic 
vermicast per month.

They will use some of it for the communal 
garden and sell the excess vermicast to 
other members.

“Ang vemicast amoa i-apply sa amoa 
communal garden. If mag surplus na ang 
production, amoa i-baligya sa mga 
miyembro kay nagtanum man sila. Ang 
amoa tumung ani, sir, is aron nga kon 
mahuman na si SAAD program, naa nami 
igo nga kapasidad sa pagpadagan sa amoa 
kapunungan,” Ms. Amorato said.

(We will apply vermicast in our communal 
garden. When we have enough production, 
we sell the excess vermicast to the 
association members to be used in their 

gardens at home. Our goal is to be able to 
sustain our association needs while we still 
have this intervention from the SAAD 
program.)

The members are thankful to SAAD for 
prioritizing the welfare of marginalized 
farmers and for the continued support they 
received.

“Da�an kaayong s�amat sa 
SAAD program sa pa�up�ta 
namu diin nak�.ot ug naka 
namu ang tinud.anay n� 
t�ang kanamung m� mag 
uuma 	kan sa binhi, �ono, ug 
uban n� m� inputs am� 
nata�mtaman. N�ipay me ug 
pag ayo kay ang programa sa 
SAAD usa sa nakahatag ug 
i�ng su��ta sa am�ng 
inadlawadlaw n� 
pa	nahanglanon (pinan�� 
ug pagkaon) sa among 
pam ya,” said association member 
Realy Dupalco.

(I would like to thank SAAD program for the 
support and trust that they have given to us 
where we have achieved and see for 
ourselves the true support and love you 
have to us, farmers, through the seeds, 
fertilizers, and other interventions we have 
received from the program. We are grateful 
to this program for not only giving me 
support but also helped me help my family 
sustain our daily needs.) ### (Zea Peña)

Table 11. PPFA’s Interventions received under SAAD 
Vegetable Production Project

Interventions Unit of 
Measure 

Number of 
Inputs 

Cost  
(Php) 

Ampalaya can (50g) 60 20,640.00 
Squash pouch 225 34,875.00 
Okra pouch 180 9,900.00 
Sweet Pepper pouch 10 650.00 
Sili Sigang pouch 5 325.00 
Cucumber pouch 3 195.00 
Pole Sitao pouch 123 7,995.00 
Upo grams 10 2,013.00 
Organic Fertilizer bag 45 22,500.00 
Complete Fertilizer bag 80 80,000.00 
Insecticides bottle 30 8,400.00 
Pruning Shear piece 40 28,000.00 
Plastic Drum piece 21 63,000.00 
Garden Hose roll 5 20,000.00 
Sprinklers piece 30 9,000.00 
Plastic Crates piece 40 28,000.00 
Knapsack Sprayer piece 10 35,000.00 
Total 370,493.00 

 

Table 12. PPFA’s Vegetable Sales as of May 2021

Vegetables 
Produced 

Volume 
(kg) 

Price per Unit 
(Php/kg) 

Sales 
(Php) 

Okra 225 30.00 6,750.00 
String Beans 30 40.00 1,200.00 
Ampalaya 10 50.00 500.00 
Total 8,450.00 
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DA-SAAD livelihood ensures food security to the Manobos in Surigao del Sur

June 2, 2021

Twenty-eight kilometers away from 
Carmen-proper, Sitio Tabinas is a far-flung 
community that is accessible only through a 
motorcycle.

For the Manobo residents who are 
accustomed to such difficulty, passing 
through the narrow pathways is tolerable. 
As per Manong Molly Agustin, President of 
NAKAMATA, “access to food and goods is 
more important.”

In rural communities such as Sitio Tabinas, 
food security is vital. The World Food 
Programme estimates that more than 135 
million people face a hunger crisis and an 
additional 130 million experience starvation 
due to the global lockdown since the 
coronavirus disease 2019 outbreak.

At the epicenter of Sitio Tabinas lies the 
thriving vegetable garden established by 
the Nagkahiusang Katawhang Mag-uuma 
sa Tabinas (NAKAMATA).

The 50 members of the NAKAMATA 
became recipients of the Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) in Caraga in 2019 
under the Ube (Purple Yam) Production 
Project worth Php 429,817.50 (Table 13).

In the succeeding year, the program 
provided additional inputs (ube planting 
materials, farm tools, fertilizers, 
processing equipment) and training worth 
Php 918,597.56.

Adversities in Ube Project

The association planted ube tubers good 
for 0.5 hectares (ha) in October 2019 from 
the first batch of tubers given by SAAD. 
However, only 0.125ha of the area survived 
the fungal infection which destroyed most 
of the crops. They replanted the remaining 

tubers in April 2020 and harvested 50 
kilograms (kg) in April 2021.

From the harvested ube, 25kg was used as 
sample ube powder while the other 25kg 
tubers will be used as planting materials 
scheduled to be planted in June 2021.

The second batch of ube tubers they 

received were planted in November 2020. 
Unfortunately, 0.2ha out of the 0.5ha area 
planted were destroyed by Tropical 
Depression Auring. They are expecting to 
finally harvest the remaining crops in 
October 2021.

continue to next page

Inputs Unit of Measure Number of Inputs Cost  
(Php) 

2019 
Ube Tubers piece 1,100 141,900.00 
Organic Fertilizer bag 100 40,000.00 
Tara-tara piece 10 4,950.00 
Pick Mattock piece 50 31,350.00 
Bolo piece 50 6,700.00 
Hand Tractor with Trailer unit 1 128,700.00 
Vegetable Seeds  
(8-in-1 pinakbet) 

pouch 50 10,387.50 

Training   65,830.00 
Subtotal   429,817.50 
2020 
Bara piece 25 15,575.00 
Organic Fertilizer bag 24 8,280.00 
Chopping Machine unit 1 299,500.00 
Multi-purpose Shed number 1 123,871.45 
Vacuum Pack Sealer unit 1 90,000.00 
Water Drum number 22 41,360.00 
Water Hose number 100 44,000.00 
Upland Vegetables (additional 
input in response to COVID-19)   17,811.11 

Carabao head 2 63,800.00 
Ube planting materials kilogram 800 214,400.00 
Subtotal   918,597.56 
Grand Total   1,348,515.06 

 

Table 13. NAKAMATA’s Interventions received under the FY 2019 and 2020 
Ube (Purple Yam) Production Project
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Promising communal garden

While recovering and expanding their ube 
plantation to gear up for flour and jam 
production, the association ventured into 
vegetable gardening.

In response to the threats of COVID-19, 
SAAD Caraga allocated funds to support 
the current SAAD beneficiaries with 
additional upland vegetable seeds apart 
from their existing projects. NAKAMATA 
received a package of seeds good for 
2,500sqm worth Php 17,811.11 which 
includes lettuce, sweet pepper, cabbage, 
cauliflower, carrots, radish, and snap beans 
(Table 14)

Manong Molly said that the quarter of a 
hectare communal garden is a promising 
source of additional income even in its 
infancy.

In March 2021, NAKAMATA harvested 12kg 
of lettuce and 80kg of radish that they sold 
for Php 80/kg and Php 30/kg, respectively.

The vegetables sold off quickly upon 
display at the Sitio and Carmen-proper, 
giving them total earnings of Php 3,360 
(Table 15). Such reception encouraged the 
group to plant more and to increase their 
area.

Importantly, it is the promise of a reliable 
food source within the community that 
motivated them to sustain the garden.

“Before selling them at Carmen-proper, we 
sold a portion to our members and buyers 
within Tabinas at a discounted price. Sure, 
earning income is important. But as a 
group, we agreed to take advantage of our 
harvest by consuming it with our family,” 
Molly added.

Following their last harvest, NAKAMATA 
members planted another batch of 
cabbages, cauliflowers, tomatoes, and 
sweet peppers expected for harvest 
between June to July.

According to Area Coordinator Ligaya 
Toroy, the association expects to harvest 
around 800kg cabbages, 600kg 
cauliflowers, 10kg sweet peppers, 5kg 
carrots, and 90kg tomatoes.

Practicing organic farming

The NAKAMATA members are all Manobos 
attuned to traditional farming practices. 
Such an inclination to organic farming is 
apparent in their garden.

Manong Molly and his members do not 
apply artificial fertilizers in their vegetable 
garden. Instead, they make organic 
concoctions, such as Oriental Herbal 
Nutrient (OHN) and Fermented Plant Juice 
(FPJ).

OHN is a natural pest control made from 
edible, aromatic herbs fermented with 
molasses. FPJ, on the other hand, boosts 
plants’ vegetative stage. It is the product of 
young shoots fermented with molasses for 
seven days.

NAKAMATA members learned about the 
said concoctions from training with the 
Technical Education and Skills 
Development Authority (TESDA) in 2020.

They are also practicing crop rotation or 
planting different crops sequentially on the 
same plot of land. This practice, also 
learned from training, helps improve soil 
health and prevents pests and weed 
production. In addition, they will also plant 
marigolds to ward off more pests.

Directions

Manong Molly and his members commit to 
sustaining the communal garden while 
caring for their ube plantation.

The garden, which turned out to be a 
practical investment for NAKAMATA 
members amid the pandemic, accordingly 
contributes to achieving food security and 
promoting agriculture in the Philippines.

“Maningkamot gyud mi kay kabalo mi 
sugod pa lang ni sa suporta nga among 
madawatan gikan sa gobyerno. 
Importante para sa amo ang suporta sa 
gobyerno maong padayon sad mi sa 
pagpaningkamot,” he said.

[We believe that more government support 
is coming to Tabinas. So, we are working 
hard to invite more support to the 
community.]

Admittedly, helping the Manobos at Sitio 
Tabinas attain food security entails a lot of 
work. The lack of farm-to-market roads is 

one major hurdle they face when marketing 
their produce down the mountains. Even 
so, NAKAMATA is on the right track.

Investing in projects that complement the 
resources of rural communities proves to be 
beneficial and practical.

As exemplified by NAKAMATA, attaining 
food security in far-flung communities is 
possible with a sustained support system to 
mobilize their skills and resources. ### 
(Mark Angelo Pineda and Natalianne Marie 
Delos Reyes)

Vegetables Produced Volume 
(kg) 

Price 
(Php/kg) 

Sales 
(Php) 

Lettuce 12 80.00 960.00 
Radish 80 30.00 2,400.00 
Total 3,360.00 

 

Table 14. Upland Vegetable Seeds Provided

Seeds Unit of Measure Number of Inputs Cost 
(Php) 

Lettuce 25g/can 9 cans 2,498.31 
Sweet Pepper 25g/can 8 cans 4,099.60 
Cabbage 50g/can 5 cans 4,095.75 
Cauliflower 25g/can 9 cans 5,656.86 
Carrots 50g/can 5 cans 937.75 
Radish 500g/can 1 pack 257.84 
Snap Beans 500g/can 1 pack 265.00 
Total 17,811.11 

 
Table 15. Vegetables Produced in March 2021
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Masbate project emerging as veggie-hub 
of the community

May 18, 2021

MASBATE, May 11, 2021 – Being a 
vegetable farmer for a long time, 
41-year-old Mr. Jonathan B. Gemino from 
Barangay San Pedro is very thankful to the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program for the increase in income from 
selling various vegetables (upo, tomato, 
eggplant, and ampalaya).

The project is gradually becoming a hub for 
vegetable supply as agricultural produce 
stands by local farmers arise.

Jonathan is a member of the San Pedro 
Vegetable Growers Organization (SPVGO) 
established and registered under the 
Department of Labor and Employment 
(DOLE) in 2017. He is one of the new 
members of SPVGO, identified in 2020 as 
a SAAD beneficiary.

The association received a Vegetable 
Production Package consisting of sets of 
garden tools, plastic mulch, laminated 
plastic film, wheelbarrow, plastic drum, 
seedling tray, HDPE pipes, and assorted 
vegetables seeds, sweet potato cuttings, 
and organic fertilizers in July 2020 worth 
Php 1.1 million.

The interventions provided by the program 
motivated him to be more determined and 
dedicated to pursuing vegetable farming.

“Noon pa man pagsasaka na ang 
hanapbuhay ng aming pamilya. Laking 
pasasalamat ko sa pagdating ng 
programang SAAD dahil sa interventions 
na aming natatanggap. Mas lalo pa kaming 
nagsipag na magtanim ng maraming gulay 
dahil nakita namin na umangat ang aming 
income sa paggugulay,” Mr. Gemino said.

As socio-economic and health crises 
continued, Jonathan persevered in his 
vegetable cultivation. His produce in his 
0.5-hectare plantation area helps his 
community to get cheaper and fresh access 
to healthier vegetable selections. For March 
and April 2021, he harvested a total of 
1,423 kilograms of mixed vegetables, 
earning a total of Php 55,000.

“Malaking tulong ang interventions na 
ibinigay ng SAAD Program sa amin dahil 
natugunan ang pangangailangan ng aking 
pamilya sa araw-araw na gastusin. Lalo 
kaming nagsipag sa pagtatanim, dati 
kailangan pa naming pumunta sa bayan 
para magbenta ng aming produkto. 
Ngayon, mismong buyer na ang pumupunta 

Inclusive 
Date 

Vegetable Total Harvest 
(kg) 

Income 
(Php) 

March 20 – 
April 14, 2021 

Upo 81 1,140.00 
Tomato 389.5 8,545.00 

March 13 – 
April 14, 2021 

Eggplant 729.5 
32,700.00 

March 5 – 
April 14, 2021  

Ampalaya 223 12,615.00 

Total 55,000.00 
 

Table 16. Harvest and income record of Jonathan Gemino

sa amin para bilhin ang aming produkto,” 
he added.

Jonathan used a portion of the produce for 
the daily consumption of his family, while 
the rest is apportioned for selling in the 
community market.

The income generated from the sales of his 
harvest was used to buy other necessities 
such as food, medicine, and clothing and 
the remaining portion is used for the 
construction of their house that was 
damaged during the onslaught of typhoon 
Tisoy.

The regional and provincial agricultural 
units are committed to extending any 
assistance they can provide to encourage 
farmers to continue producing food for their 
families and the community.

The Municipal Agriculture, Environment and 
Natural Resources Office (MAENRO) 
helped promote their produce within San 
Pascual through online selling.

“Sa panahon ng pandemic, natigil ng ilang 
buwan ang pagtitinda ng mga aning gulay, 
prutas at iba pa sa bagsakan tuwing 
Linggo. Gayon pa man hindi iyon naging 
hadlang para tumigil sa pagtatrabaho sa 
bukid dahil ang aming mga produkto ay 
inaangkat ng MAENRO at ibinibenta sa 
bayan. Dahil doon napadali ang pagbenta 
ng aming produkto,” Jonathan shared. ###
(Jay Ogaya)
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Sweet outcomes of a bitter fruit:
backyard cultivation in Matnog

March 31, 2021

SORSOGON, March 15, 2021 – A 
30-year-old housewife turned farmer, Jellyn 
Bitara, is truly thankful to the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for 
Agriculture Development (SAAD) Program 
for the additional earnings from selling 
ampalaya (bitter gourd) in her barangay at 
Sisigon.

Mrs. Bitara is a SAAD Program beneficiary 
since 2018. She is one of the 30 members 
of Brgy Sisigon Farmers’ Association (FA) 
registered under the Department of Labor 
and Employment in 2019.

The said FA was granted the Vegetable 
Production Project in 2020 worth 
Php 277,056.34 utilizing the funds under 
the same year.

The project consists of sweet potato 
cuttings and fruit tree seedlings such as 
rambutan, lemon, and pili. They also 
received farm inputs and tools such as 
organic fertilizer, drums, plastic tray, HDPE 
pipes, wheelbarrows, plastic mulch, and 
knapsack sprayer (Table 17).

The FA members utilize their own area for 
vegetable production for about 3 hectares 
(ha), where each of them cultivates an 
estimated 2000 square meters (m2). As the 
DA forwards independent food production, 
this setup is favorable to the marginalized 
rural families to establish small enterprises 
within their area since they own areas fit for 
production purposes.

“M�aki po ang naulong saamin 
ng SAAD. L�o na n�yong 
pandemya, ang pagtatanim at 
pag��nta lang ng amp�aya 
ang hanapbuhay naming mag 
�awa na nakatulong sa amin 

para makaraos. Sa panahon 
n�yon, m� sin�ikap t�a� 
namin na magtanim; umulan 
man o bumagyo dah� kah� 
papano, kumika kami sa 
pag-��nta ng amp�aya,” Mrs. 
Bitara shares.

Her husband, Mario Bitara Jr., taking 
advantage of the vegetable farming 
opportunities,  devotes his time to 
cultivating their small plot by planting 
vegetables.

Bitter-mostly-sweet beginnings: 
Jellyn’s ampalaya production journey

The SAAD Program provided a 
capacity-building training for the farmers of 
Sisigon in 2019, called Training on 
Vegetable Production and Enterprise.

The training provided a refresher on the 
farm practices for efficient and independent 
food production.

Mrs. Bitara recalled that at the beginning, 
the Brgy Sisigon FA struggled to make a 
living from farming ampalaya. However 
reluctant about its feasibility and market 
opportunities, Jellyn went on to cultivate 
ampalaya.

In 2020, several typhoons hit the Bicol 
Region leaving serious agricultural damage 
in a span of weeks. Because of this, the 
couple struggled and did not make 
additional income from their ampalaya 
production in consecutive days but they 
remained steadfast. 

This 2021, they were able to find a buyer 
with a competitive price who purchased 
their ampalaya produce at Php 35/kilogram 
(kg). The couple made Php 34,000 in three 
months from 500 hills or at least 900kg of 

ampalaya.

The SAAD 
Program 
agricultural 
intervention is 
very timely 
especially to 
the marginalized 
rural farmers in 

the geographically isolated and disadvantaged 
areas (GIDA), with the continued 
socio-economic crises brought by the pandemic 
and other natural disasters.

In line with the DA’s approach of independent 
food production, the program can greatly 
contribute to stabilizing food supplies, and 
access to nutritious foods within their 
community.

With the intervention extended to the local 
backyard farmers in Brgy. Sisigon, they were 
able to find a new source of income to support 
their family and to contribute to an accessible 
supply of nutritious food within their community.

“Nagpapasalamat ako ng sobra sa SAAD dahil 
sobra-sobra din ang binigay nilang tulong 
saaming mga magsasaka lalo na sa 
pamumuhay naming mag-asawa ngayong 
panahon ng krisis. Malaki ang binigay nilang 
epekto saaming buhay dahil hindi kami 
makaka-asenso kung wala ang SAAD,” 
Mrs. Bitara said. ### (Pauline Trixia Borja)

March 31, 2021

APAYAO, March 29, 2021 – In celebration 
of Women’s Month, 56 rural farmers from 
Poblacion, Imelda, Alem, San Luis (PIAS) 
Farmer Association (FA) of the Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program conducted communal gardening in 
barangays Imelda and Alem, Pudtol – a 
significant pay-off to improve labor 
productivity and to help children 
experiencing malnutrition.

The PIAS Farmers Association was 
registered at the Department of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE) on July 17, 2017, as a 
cooperative for rural workers, specifically 
for the underemployed and home-based 
workers in the community who engage in 
entrepreneurial activities.

As of March, there are 198 beneficiaries 
under the association, composed of  121 
women and 77 men.

During the SAAD program’s official visit to 
the project sites, the members were seen 

tending their edible communal gardens of 
about a hundred square meters per 
barangay, or about 400 sqm combined total 
land area.

In an interview with group member Leonora 
Lucero, she stated that the program was a 
mentoring ground for women who want to 
take lead in shaping the future of 
agriculture.

Through the program, they developed their 
community participation, which positively 
affected their lives.

“Idi naikkak kami di opurtunidad bilang 
maysa nga beneficiaries iti SAAD Program, 
narikna mi nga iti tulong ket maited kadagiti 
tao nga kayat na metlang nga tulungan iti 
bagi na,” said Leonora. [When we were 
given the opportunity as a group under the 
SAAD program, we realized that blessing 
can only be given to those who also make 
every effort for themselves.] 

SAAD’s Vegetable Production Project

Through the SAAD Program, the 
association received four shared units of 
rain shelter in June 2019 in support of their 
Vegetable Production Project, which cost 
Php 636,600.00.

There were 5 units of rain shelter given to 
Brgy. Imelda and Brgy. Alem.

In Brgy. Imelda, they received 3 shared 
units of rain shelter, with a package of 5 
units of knapsack sprayer, 8 pieces of 
shovel, and 18 pieces of seedling tray. 

While in Brgy. Alem, they received 2 shared 
units of rain shelter, with a package of 4 
units of knapsack sprayer, 5 pieces of 
shovel, and 13 pieces of seedling tray.

Leonora attested that using rain shelters 
makes vegetable farming faster and easier 
by providing the seedlings a convenient 
and healthier environment during the 
growing stage.

“Idi awan pay tuy rain shelter, sakam lang 
makamula nu tay dry season ta nu 
pinatagtutudu meten ket agnanayun nga 
maperdi tuy mula mi ta malungsot da gapo 
iti tudu,” shared Leonora. [Before we 
receive the project, we can only propagate 
our vegetable seedlings during the dry 
season because, during the off-season, too 
much rain can damage the crops due to 
unexpected decay.]

Accordingly, they grew food to provide an 
accessible and nutritious food supply for 
their families and community.

“Idi ada tuy project’n, han min masapul nga 
gumatang iti nateng nga agserbi pamilya 
mi ta da meten idi continues nga 
pagmulaan mi kin pag harvest’an mi,” said 
Ms. Lucero. [When we received the project, 
we are no longer purchasing vegetables in 
the market just to sustain our families’ 
consumption. But rather, we can now 
provide our own food.]

Communal vegetable gardening 
during women’s month

The group’s communal vegetable gardening 
was conducted to expand their backyard 
farm area, said PIAS FA president 
Mercedes Pechon.

“Etuy nga initiative ket nabuo tapnon 
mangrugi kami nga ag expand iti 
production area tapnon nu kasta ket 
mangrugi kamin nga ag market supply kin 
tapnon matulungan mi agituy duwa a case 
iti malnutrition dituy community mi. Kayat 
mi nga matulungan etuy a pamilya isun ton 
makapaadu kami plano mi nga supplyan 
isuda iti vegetable nga libre,” said Ms. 
Pechon. [This initiative was organized to 
further prepare our association in the 
market. We aim to earn as a group and to 
further help the 2 cases of malnutrition in 
our community through providing them with 
free vegetable supply.]

To expand their farm area, Ms. Lucero 
initiated to offer her backyard lot measuring 
200 sqm in Brgy. Imelda.

The group is expecting to harvest vegetable 

varieties such as eggplant, okra, chili, bitter 
gourd, bottle gourd, sponge gourd, tohya 
beans, dasheen, pechay, and tomato with a 
minimum of 10 kilograms (kg) of each 
variety per week over the period of May to 
June.

Malnutrition case in Brgy. Alem and 
Brgy. Imelda

During an interview with Barangay Alem 
Nutrition Scholar Mary Jane Vicitacion and 
Barangay Imelda Nutrition Scholar Angelita 
Failoga, there are 7 malnutrition cases in 
both barangays, with two in Barangay Alem 
and five in Barangay Imelda.

Through the SAAD beneficiaries’ initiative, 
the malnourished children were given 
easier access to nutritious vegetables for 
consumption.

According to Ms. Pechon, they are hoping 
for an ample vegetable harvest to earn 
additional income as a group and to further 
play a significant role in helping the 
children who are mainly affected by 
malnutrition. ### (Kathleen Faye Agonoy)
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March 31, 2021

SORSOGON, March 15, 2021 – A 
30-year-old housewife turned farmer, Jellyn 
Bitara, is truly thankful to the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for 
Agriculture Development (SAAD) Program 
for the additional earnings from selling 
ampalaya (bitter gourd) in her barangay at 
Sisigon.

Mrs. Bitara is a SAAD Program beneficiary 
since 2018. She is one of the 30 members 
of Brgy Sisigon Farmers’ Association (FA) 
registered under the Department of Labor 
and Employment in 2019.

The said FA was granted the Vegetable 
Production Project in 2020 worth 
Php 277,056.34 utilizing the funds under 
the same year.

The project consists of sweet potato 
cuttings and fruit tree seedlings such as 
rambutan, lemon, and pili. They also 
received farm inputs and tools such as 
organic fertilizer, drums, plastic tray, HDPE 
pipes, wheelbarrows, plastic mulch, and 
knapsack sprayer (Table 17).

The FA members utilize their own area for 
vegetable production for about 3 hectares 
(ha), where each of them cultivates an 
estimated 2000 square meters (m2). As the 
DA forwards independent food production, 
this setup is favorable to the marginalized 
rural families to establish small enterprises 
within their area since they own areas fit for 
production purposes.

“M�aki po ang naulong saamin 
ng SAAD. L�o na n�yong 
pandemya, ang pagtatanim at 
pag��nta lang ng amp�aya 
ang hanapbuhay naming mag 
�awa na nakatulong sa amin 

para makaraos. Sa panahon 
n�yon, m� sin�ikap t�a� 
namin na magtanim; umulan 
man o bumagyo dah� kah� 
papano, kumika kami sa 
pag-��nta ng amp�aya,” Mrs. 
Bitara shares.

Her husband, Mario Bitara Jr., taking 
advantage of the vegetable farming 
opportunities,  devotes his time to 
cultivating their small plot by planting 
vegetables.

Bitter-mostly-sweet beginnings: 
Jellyn’s ampalaya production journey

The SAAD Program provided a 
capacity-building training for the farmers of 
Sisigon in 2019, called Training on 
Vegetable Production and Enterprise.

The training provided a refresher on the 
farm practices for efficient and independent 
food production.

Mrs. Bitara recalled that at the beginning, 
the Brgy Sisigon FA struggled to make a 
living from farming ampalaya. However 
reluctant about its feasibility and market 
opportunities, Jellyn went on to cultivate 
ampalaya.

In 2020, several typhoons hit the Bicol 
Region leaving serious agricultural damage 
in a span of weeks. Because of this, the 
couple struggled and did not make 
additional income from their ampalaya 
production in consecutive days but they 
remained steadfast. 

This 2021, they were able to find a buyer 
with a competitive price who purchased 
their ampalaya produce at Php 35/kilogram 
(kg). The couple made Php 34,000 in three 
months from 500 hills or at least 900kg of 

ampalaya.

The SAAD 
Program 
agricultural 
intervention is 
very timely 
especially to 
the marginalized 
rural farmers in 

Intervention Unit Quantity Cost 
(Php) 

Vegetable Seeds  
(assorted pinakbet vegetables) 

kilogram 22 69,633.00 

Organic Fertilizer bag 20 38,020.00 
Drums piece 14 13,440.00 
Garden Tools set 20 36,260.00 
Plastic Tray piece 133 7,980.00 
HDPE Pipes roll 7 31,122.00 
Wheelbarrow piece 10 22,990.00 
Plastic Mulch roll 2 5,00.00 
Knapsack Sprayer number 4 9,988.00 
Plantation Crops 
Rambutan piece 506 3,992.34 
Lemon Seedlings piece 24 17,328.00 
Root Crop Cuttings piece 16,600 16,600.00 
Organic Fertilizer bag 5 4,970.00 
Total 277,056.34 

 

Table 17. Brgy Sison FA’s SAAD Interventions

the geographically isolated and disadvantaged 
areas (GIDA), with the continued 
socio-economic crises brought by the pandemic 
and other natural disasters.

In line with the DA’s approach of independent 
food production, the program can greatly 
contribute to stabilizing food supplies, and 
access to nutritious foods within their 
community.

With the intervention extended to the local 
backyard farmers in Brgy. Sisigon, they were 
able to find a new source of income to support 
their family and to contribute to an accessible 
supply of nutritious food within their community.

“Nagpapasalamat ako ng sobra sa SAAD dahil 
sobra-sobra din ang binigay nilang tulong 
saaming mga magsasaka lalo na sa 
pamumuhay naming mag-asawa ngayong 
panahon ng krisis. Malaki ang binigay nilang 
epekto saaming buhay dahil hindi kami 
makaka-asenso kung wala ang SAAD,” 
Mrs. Bitara said. ### (Pauline Trixia Borja)

Rural women-led communal gardening 
in celebration of National Women’s Month

March 31, 2021

APAYAO, March 29, 2021 – In celebration 
of Women’s Month, 56 rural farmers from 
Poblacion, Imelda, Alem, San Luis (PIAS) 
Farmer Association (FA) of the Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program conducted communal gardening in 
barangays Imelda and Alem, Pudtol – a 
significant pay-off to improve labor 
productivity and to help children 
experiencing malnutrition.

The PIAS Farmers Association was 
registered at the Department of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE) on July 17, 2017, as a 
cooperative for rural workers, specifically 
for the underemployed and home-based 
workers in the community who engage in 
entrepreneurial activities.

As of March, there are 198 beneficiaries 
under the association, composed of  121 
women and 77 men.

During the SAAD program’s official visit to 
the project sites, the members were seen 

tending their edible communal gardens of 
about a hundred square meters per 
barangay, or about 400 sqm combined total 
land area.

In an interview with group member Leonora 
Lucero, she stated that the program was a 
mentoring ground for women who want to 
take lead in shaping the future of 
agriculture.

Through the program, they developed their 
community participation, which positively 
affected their lives.

“Idi naikkak kami di opurtunidad bilang 
maysa nga beneficiaries iti SAAD Program, 
narikna mi nga iti tulong ket maited kadagiti 
tao nga kayat na metlang nga tulungan iti 
bagi na,” said Leonora. [When we were 
given the opportunity as a group under the 
SAAD program, we realized that blessing 
can only be given to those who also make 
every effort for themselves.] 

continue to next page

SAAD’s Vegetable Production Project

Through the SAAD Program, the 
association received four shared units of 
rain shelter in June 2019 in support of their 
Vegetable Production Project, which cost 
Php 636,600.00.

There were 5 units of rain shelter given to 
Brgy. Imelda and Brgy. Alem.

In Brgy. Imelda, they received 3 shared 
units of rain shelter, with a package of 5 
units of knapsack sprayer, 8 pieces of 
shovel, and 18 pieces of seedling tray. 

While in Brgy. Alem, they received 2 shared 
units of rain shelter, with a package of 4 
units of knapsack sprayer, 5 pieces of 
shovel, and 13 pieces of seedling tray.

Leonora attested that using rain shelters 
makes vegetable farming faster and easier 
by providing the seedlings a convenient 
and healthier environment during the 
growing stage.

“Idi awan pay tuy rain shelter, sakam lang 
makamula nu tay dry season ta nu 
pinatagtutudu meten ket agnanayun nga 
maperdi tuy mula mi ta malungsot da gapo 
iti tudu,” shared Leonora. [Before we 
receive the project, we can only propagate 
our vegetable seedlings during the dry 
season because, during the off-season, too 
much rain can damage the crops due to 
unexpected decay.]

Accordingly, they grew food to provide an 
accessible and nutritious food supply for 
their families and community.

“Idi ada tuy project’n, han min masapul nga 
gumatang iti nateng nga agserbi pamilya 
mi ta da meten idi continues nga 
pagmulaan mi kin pag harvest’an mi,” said 
Ms. Lucero. [When we received the project, 
we are no longer purchasing vegetables in 
the market just to sustain our families’ 
consumption. But rather, we can now 
provide our own food.]

Communal vegetable gardening 
during women’s month

The group’s communal vegetable gardening 
was conducted to expand their backyard 
farm area, said PIAS FA president 
Mercedes Pechon.

“Etuy nga initiative ket nabuo tapnon 
mangrugi kami nga ag expand iti 
production area tapnon nu kasta ket 
mangrugi kamin nga ag market supply kin 
tapnon matulungan mi agituy duwa a case 
iti malnutrition dituy community mi. Kayat 
mi nga matulungan etuy a pamilya isun ton 
makapaadu kami plano mi nga supplyan 
isuda iti vegetable nga libre,” said Ms. 
Pechon. [This initiative was organized to 
further prepare our association in the 
market. We aim to earn as a group and to 
further help the 2 cases of malnutrition in 
our community through providing them with 
free vegetable supply.]

To expand their farm area, Ms. Lucero 
initiated to offer her backyard lot measuring 
200 sqm in Brgy. Imelda.

The group is expecting to harvest vegetable 

varieties such as eggplant, okra, chili, bitter 
gourd, bottle gourd, sponge gourd, tohya 
beans, dasheen, pechay, and tomato with a 
minimum of 10 kilograms (kg) of each 
variety per week over the period of May to 
June.

Malnutrition case in Brgy. Alem and 
Brgy. Imelda

During an interview with Barangay Alem 
Nutrition Scholar Mary Jane Vicitacion and 
Barangay Imelda Nutrition Scholar Angelita 
Failoga, there are 7 malnutrition cases in 
both barangays, with two in Barangay Alem 
and five in Barangay Imelda.

Through the SAAD beneficiaries’ initiative, 
the malnourished children were given 
easier access to nutritious vegetables for 
consumption.

According to Ms. Pechon, they are hoping 
for an ample vegetable harvest to earn 
additional income as a group and to further 
play a significant role in helping the 
children who are mainly affected by 
malnutrition. ### (Kathleen Faye Agonoy)
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March 31, 2021

APAYAO, March 29, 2021 – In celebration 
of Women’s Month, 56 rural farmers from 
Poblacion, Imelda, Alem, San Luis (PIAS) 
Farmer Association (FA) of the Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program conducted communal gardening in 
barangays Imelda and Alem, Pudtol – a 
significant pay-off to improve labor 
productivity and to help children 
experiencing malnutrition.

The PIAS Farmers Association was 
registered at the Department of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE) on July 17, 2017, as a 
cooperative for rural workers, specifically 
for the underemployed and home-based 
workers in the community who engage in 
entrepreneurial activities.

As of March, there are 198 beneficiaries 
under the association, composed of  121 
women and 77 men.

During the SAAD program’s official visit to 
the project sites, the members were seen 

tending their edible communal gardens of 
about a hundred square meters per 
barangay, or about 400 sqm combined total 
land area.

In an interview with group member Leonora 
Lucero, she stated that the program was a 
mentoring ground for women who want to 
take lead in shaping the future of 
agriculture.

Through the program, they developed their 
community participation, which positively 
affected their lives.

“Idi naikkak kami di opurtunidad bilang 
maysa nga beneficiaries iti SAAD Program, 
narikna mi nga iti tulong ket maited kadagiti 
tao nga kayat na metlang nga tulungan iti 
bagi na,” said Leonora. [When we were 
given the opportunity as a group under the 
SAAD program, we realized that blessing 
can only be given to those who also make 
every effort for themselves.] 

SAAD’s Vegetable Production Project

Through the SAAD Program, the 
association received four shared units of 
rain shelter in June 2019 in support of their 
Vegetable Production Project, which cost 
Php 636,600.00.

There were 5 units of rain shelter given to 
Brgy. Imelda and Brgy. Alem.

In Brgy. Imelda, they received 3 shared 
units of rain shelter, with a package of 5 
units of knapsack sprayer, 8 pieces of 
shovel, and 18 pieces of seedling tray. 

While in Brgy. Alem, they received 2 shared 
units of rain shelter, with a package of 4 
units of knapsack sprayer, 5 pieces of 
shovel, and 13 pieces of seedling tray.

Leonora attested that using rain shelters 
makes vegetable farming faster and easier 
by providing the seedlings a convenient 
and healthier environment during the 
growing stage.

“Idi awan pay tuy rain shelter, sakam lang 
makamula nu tay dry season ta nu 
pinatagtutudu meten ket agnanayun nga 
maperdi tuy mula mi ta malungsot da gapo 
iti tudu,” shared Leonora. [Before we 
receive the project, we can only propagate 
our vegetable seedlings during the dry 
season because, during the off-season, too 
much rain can damage the crops due to 
unexpected decay.]

Accordingly, they grew food to provide an 
accessible and nutritious food supply for 
their families and community.

“Idi ada tuy project’n, han min masapul nga 
gumatang iti nateng nga agserbi pamilya 
mi ta da meten idi continues nga 
pagmulaan mi kin pag harvest’an mi,” said 
Ms. Lucero. [When we received the project, 
we are no longer purchasing vegetables in 
the market just to sustain our families’ 
consumption. But rather, we can now 
provide our own food.]

Communal vegetable gardening 
during women’s month

The group’s communal vegetable gardening 
was conducted to expand their backyard 
farm area, said PIAS FA president 
Mercedes Pechon.

“Etuy nga initiative ket nabuo tapnon 
mangrugi kami nga ag expand iti 
production area tapnon nu kasta ket 
mangrugi kamin nga ag market supply kin 
tapnon matulungan mi agituy duwa a case 
iti malnutrition dituy community mi. Kayat 
mi nga matulungan etuy a pamilya isun ton 
makapaadu kami plano mi nga supplyan 
isuda iti vegetable nga libre,” said Ms. 
Pechon. [This initiative was organized to 
further prepare our association in the 
market. We aim to earn as a group and to 
further help the 2 cases of malnutrition in 
our community through providing them with 
free vegetable supply.]

To expand their farm area, Ms. Lucero 
initiated to offer her backyard lot measuring 
200 sqm in Brgy. Imelda.

The group is expecting to harvest vegetable 

varieties such as eggplant, okra, chili, bitter 
gourd, bottle gourd, sponge gourd, tohya 
beans, dasheen, pechay, and tomato with a 
minimum of 10 kilograms (kg) of each 
variety per week over the period of May to 
June.

Malnutrition case in Brgy. Alem and 
Brgy. Imelda

During an interview with Barangay Alem 
Nutrition Scholar Mary Jane Vicitacion and 
Barangay Imelda Nutrition Scholar Angelita 
Failoga, there are 7 malnutrition cases in 
both barangays, with two in Barangay Alem 
and five in Barangay Imelda.

Through the SAAD beneficiaries’ initiative, 
the malnourished children were given 
easier access to nutritious vegetables for 
consumption.

According to Ms. Pechon, they are hoping 
for an ample vegetable harvest to earn 
additional income as a group and to further 
play a significant role in helping the 
children who are mainly affected by 
malnutrition. ### (Kathleen Faye Agonoy)

Intervention Cost per Unit 
(Php) 

Project Cost 
(Php) 

3 units of Rain Shelter 120,000.00 360,000.00 
5 units of Knapsack Sprayer 3,000.00 15,000.00 
8 pieces of Shovel 500.00 4,000.00 
18 pieces of Seedling Tray 100.00 1,800.00 
Total 380,800.00 

 

Table 17. Brgy Sison FA’s SAAD Interventions

Table 19. SAAD Interventions for Brgy Imelda, Pudtol, Apayao

Intervention Cost per Unit 
(Php) 

Project Cost 
(Php) 

2 units of Rain Shelter 120,000.00 240,000.00 
4 units of Knapsack Sprayer 3,000.00 12,000.00 
5 pieces of Shovel 500.00 2,500.00 
13 pieces of Seedling Tray 100.00 1,300.00 
Total 255,800.00 

 

Table 18. SAAD Interventions for Brgy 
Alem, Pudtol, Apayao

Intervention Unit Quantity Cost 
(Php) 

Vegetable Seeds  
(assorted pinakbet vegetables) 

kilogram 22 69,633.00 

Organic Fertilizer bag 20 38,020.00 
Drums piece 14 13,440.00 
Garden Tools set 20 36,260.00 
Plastic Tray piece 133 7,980.00 
HDPE Pipes roll 7 31,122.00 
Wheelbarrow piece 10 22,990.00 
Plastic Mulch roll 2 5,00.00 
Knapsack Sprayer number 4 9,988.00 
Plantation Crops 
Rambutan piece 506 3,992.34 
Lemon Seedlings piece 24 17,328.00 
Root Crop Cuttings piece 16,600 16,600.00 
Organic Fertilizer bag 5 4,970.00 
Total 277,056.34 
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APAYAO, March 29, 2021 – In celebration 
of Women’s Month, 56 rural farmers from 
Poblacion, Imelda, Alem, San Luis (PIAS) 
Farmer Association (FA) of the Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program conducted communal gardening in 
barangays Imelda and Alem, Pudtol – a 
significant pay-off to improve labor 
productivity and to help children 
experiencing malnutrition.

The PIAS Farmers Association was 
registered at the Department of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE) on July 17, 2017, as a 
cooperative for rural workers, specifically 
for the underemployed and home-based 
workers in the community who engage in 
entrepreneurial activities.

As of March, there are 198 beneficiaries 
under the association, composed of  121 
women and 77 men.

During the SAAD program’s official visit to 
the project sites, the members were seen 

tending their edible communal gardens of 
about a hundred square meters per 
barangay, or about 400 sqm combined total 
land area.

In an interview with group member Leonora 
Lucero, she stated that the program was a 
mentoring ground for women who want to 
take lead in shaping the future of 
agriculture.

Through the program, they developed their 
community participation, which positively 
affected their lives.

“Idi naikkak kami di opurtunidad bilang 
maysa nga beneficiaries iti SAAD Program, 
narikna mi nga iti tulong ket maited kadagiti 
tao nga kayat na metlang nga tulungan iti 
bagi na,” said Leonora. [When we were 
given the opportunity as a group under the 
SAAD program, we realized that blessing 
can only be given to those who also make 
every effort for themselves.] 

SAAD’s Vegetable Production Project

Through the SAAD Program, the 
association received four shared units of 
rain shelter in June 2019 in support of their 
Vegetable Production Project, which cost 
Php 636,600.00.

There were 5 units of rain shelter given to 
Brgy. Imelda and Brgy. Alem.

In Brgy. Imelda, they received 3 shared 
units of rain shelter, with a package of 5 
units of knapsack sprayer, 8 pieces of 
shovel, and 18 pieces of seedling tray. 

While in Brgy. Alem, they received 2 shared 
units of rain shelter, with a package of 4 
units of knapsack sprayer, 5 pieces of 
shovel, and 13 pieces of seedling tray.

Leonora attested that using rain shelters 
makes vegetable farming faster and easier 
by providing the seedlings a convenient 
and healthier environment during the 
growing stage.

“Idi awan pay tuy rain shelter, sakam lang 
makamula nu tay dry season ta nu 
pinatagtutudu meten ket agnanayun nga 
maperdi tuy mula mi ta malungsot da gapo 
iti tudu,” shared Leonora. [Before we 
receive the project, we can only propagate 
our vegetable seedlings during the dry 
season because, during the off-season, too 
much rain can damage the crops due to 
unexpected decay.]

Accordingly, they grew food to provide an 
accessible and nutritious food supply for 
their families and community.

“Idi ada tuy project’n, han min masapul nga 
gumatang iti nateng nga agserbi pamilya 
mi ta da meten idi continues nga 
pagmulaan mi kin pag harvest’an mi,” said 
Ms. Lucero. [When we received the project, 
we are no longer purchasing vegetables in 
the market just to sustain our families’ 
consumption. But rather, we can now 
provide our own food.]

Communal vegetable gardening 
during women’s month

The group’s communal vegetable gardening 
was conducted to expand their backyard 
farm area, said PIAS FA president 
Mercedes Pechon.

“Etuy nga initiative ket nabuo tapnon 
mangrugi kami nga ag expand iti 
production area tapnon nu kasta ket 
mangrugi kamin nga ag market supply kin 
tapnon matulungan mi agituy duwa a case 
iti malnutrition dituy community mi. Kayat 
mi nga matulungan etuy a pamilya isun ton 
makapaadu kami plano mi nga supplyan 
isuda iti vegetable nga libre,” said Ms. 
Pechon. [This initiative was organized to 
further prepare our association in the 
market. We aim to earn as a group and to 
further help the 2 cases of malnutrition in 
our community through providing them with 
free vegetable supply.]

To expand their farm area, Ms. Lucero 
initiated to offer her backyard lot measuring 
200 sqm in Brgy. Imelda.

The group is expecting to harvest vegetable 

varieties such as eggplant, okra, chili, bitter 
gourd, bottle gourd, sponge gourd, tohya 
beans, dasheen, pechay, and tomato with a 
minimum of 10 kilograms (kg) of each 
variety per week over the period of May to 
June.

Malnutrition case in Brgy. Alem and 
Brgy. Imelda

During an interview with Barangay Alem 
Nutrition Scholar Mary Jane Vicitacion and 
Barangay Imelda Nutrition Scholar Angelita 
Failoga, there are 7 malnutrition cases in 
both barangays, with two in Barangay Alem 
and five in Barangay Imelda.

Through the SAAD beneficiaries’ initiative, 
the malnourished children were given 
easier access to nutritious vegetables for 
consumption.

According to Ms. Pechon, they are hoping 
for an ample vegetable harvest to earn 
additional income as a group and to further 
play a significant role in helping the 
children who are mainly affected by 
malnutrition. ### (Kathleen Faye Agonoy)

Iraya-Mangyan farmers earn Php 160,276 from cassava production
March 25, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, March 19, 2021 
– Seventy-three (73) Iraya-Mangyan 
Indigenous People (IP) farmers in Paluan 
now supplies to a giant corporation for its 
cassava requirements.

The Iraya-Mangyan IP farmers of 
Samahang Sitio Hinugasan Cassava 
Planter’s Association (SSHCPA) are 
beneficiaries of the Department of 
Agriculture-Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program’s 
Cassava Production Project.

The group earned Php 160,276 after 
producing 18,856 kilograms (kg) of dried 
and chipped cassava from a 15-hectare 
land. The raw material was sold to the San 

Miguel Corporation Assembler.

According to Mr. Berny Castillano, San 
Miguel Corporation Assembler, the dried 
and chipped cassava will be used as an 
ingredient in animal feed production.

“Ako, kasama ang aking mga miyembro ng 
samahan ay labis na nagpapasalamat sa 
mga binigay na tulong na nanggaling sa 
DA-SAAD mula pa noong taong 2019. Amin 
pa pong pag-iingatan ang mga ibinigay ng 
SAAD sa aming samahan at ipagpapatuloy 
ang pagtatanim ng balinghoy ngayong 
taong 2021,” said Alex Reyes, Chairperson 
of SSHCPA.

SAAD previously awarded SSHCPA the 
Cassava Production Project comprising 
62,400 pieces of cassava cuttings, three 

units of pump and engine with complete 
accessories, 10 draft animals with plow and 
harrow, 20 sets of farming tools, cassava 
grater, and presser, a multi-purpose drying 
pavement (MPDP), one hermetic cocoon, 
and three units of hand tractor with trailer in 
2019 amounting to Php 2,127,300.

Cassava production began in May 2020. 
After 10 months, the harvested cassava 
was chopped into thin pieces, solar-dried 
for three to four days, and shipped to the 
corporation.

Discussion about the supply opportunity 
with the San Miguel Corporation was 
facilitated by SAAD Paluan Area 
Coordinator, Jhonzell Galicha Panganiban.

The income of Php 13,455.50 from the 

1,583kg overall produce will be added to 
the association’s fund that will be used for 
the maintenance of the farm machines and 
construction of the machinery shed.

Meanwhile, the remaining five hectares of 
unharvested cassava were set aside for 
making cassava delicacies such as 
cassava cake, suman, and pichi-pichi for 
food consumption.

SSHCPA is a SAAD-established group 
registered as a legitimate working 
association under the Department of Labor 
and Employment in November 2019. It is 
located at Brgy. Harrison, one of the 19 
identified End Local Communist Armed 
Conflict (ELCAC) areas in Occidental 
Mindoro. ### (Dianne Francis Sy)
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SAAD-led community development: 
radiating malasakit sa kapwa

March 21, 2021

APAYAO, March 21, 2021 – Pierre 
Bourdieu’s concept of habitus pertains to 
the socially and culturally acquired 
experiences which unconsciously structure 
actors’ dispositions and practices in the 
social field. Following this premise, in a 
simpler sense, empowering communities 
through capacity building can help craft 
values and redefine the sense of ‘self’.

With the impact of poverty on the aspects of 
individual and group identities, people in 
the marginalized sector experience a 
decline in realizing power in the individual 
sense, hence weakening collective agency 
at the community level.

Despite facing a multitude of 
manifestations of poverty, bayanihan and 
malasakit sa kapwa remain to be 
fundamental principles among Filipino 
communities especially in the rural areas 
where poverty is rampant.

In Conner, 8 individual beneficiaries of the 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
Program (SAAD)-established association 
from Brgy. Paddoan pitched in to provide 
cash assistance to a community member 
with a mental condition. This act is a gleam 
of hope for the program whose ultimate 
objective is to empower marginalized rural 
communities.

Confronting the systemic 
rural margin setting

The Nabuangan Farmer’s Association 
(FA) in Conner, Apayao – one of the 
municipalities from the three SAAD priority 
provinces in the Cordillera Administrative 
Region (CAR) – has been receiving 
capacity building and livelihood support for 
two years.

While poverty is a collection of the impact 

of unequal access to opportunities, SAAD’s 
ultimate objective is to equip the target 
groups in or beyond the poverty threshold 
with opportunities that they can own, 
simultaneously enabling livelihood 
resources through agriculture and in the 
process, promoting community morale, for 
a stronger sense of social capacity and 
agency.

This is SAAD’s approach to organize 
marginalized rural communities. To impart 
malasakit as fundamental value to the 
context-sensitive social structures while 
trying to scale down the poverty gap.

Medical fund sourced from SAAD 
livelihood project

In 2019, Joseph Dumugo, husband of 
SAAD beneficiary Patricia Dumugo, was 

diagnosed with dementia – a mental 
condition symptom usually associated with 
memory, communication, and thinking 
impairment.

Mr. Dumugo is in dire need of psychological 
evaluation and medication to manage his 
symptoms.

In response, the beneficiaries of 
Nabuangan FA saved Php 8,500 from their 
Vegetable Production Project harvest 
earnings from June to July 2019. The cash 
donation was acquired from the FA’s profit 
after selling their vegetable harvests 
consisting of 10 kilograms (kg) of bitter 
gourd worth Php 500, 8kg of pole sitao 
worth Php 3,000, and 100kg of beans worth 
Php 5,000 within the community.

“Gapo ta kayat mi lang nga matulungan tuy 

kadwa mi a myembro metlang iti 
association, tay pag puunan mi kuma nga 
pang mentenar iti production mi, inted mi 
kanyana tay buo nga nalakwan mi tapno 
maipakita iti doctor tay asawa na nga ada 
iti disorder na. Gapu kin etuy nga program, 
natulungan na piman tay asawa ni Patricia 
Dumugo nga makapacheck-up iti kasapulan 
na,” shared Benita Bayu, FA member, 
saying they sourced the cash assistance 
from the SAAD provided-project.
Interventions provided to the 8 members

[Because we really wanted to help our 
co-member from the association, we gave 
the money intended for our maintenance to 
Patricia Dumugo so she can bring her 
husband to the hospital and be checked-up 
by a doctor. Because of this program, we 
were able to help Patricia’s husband.] 

In 2019, a unit of rain shelter, two pieces 
(pc) knapsack sprayers, 4pc of shovels, and 
16pc of seedling trays were provided to the 
group under the Vegetable Production 
Project.

Conventionally, the capital for the next cycle 
of production will come from the previous 
cycle’s earnings. Although their donation 
cost them their wet season production in 
2019 due to lack of capital, the group 
insisted on awarding the harvest earnings 
to Mr. Dumugo’s medical needs.

Back on track in 2020’s wet season cycle 
(December 2019 – January 2020), the 
farmers pitched in to purchase planting 
materials such as pechay seeds and tomato 
seeds amounting to Php 120 after the group 
gathered funds from offering individual farm 
labor to big landowners in their area.

The produce this time is only limited for 
their families’ consumption. From this 
production cycle, the group gathered 8kg of 
pechay and 4kg tomato. Each farmer 
shared their harvested vegetables with their 
co-members.

Meanwhile, for the dry season of 2020 
(June-July), two sachets of pechay seeds, 

one sachet of tomato seeds, and one 
sachet of bitter gourd seeds were 
purchased at Php 180 for the association’s 
continuation of vegetable production. From 
this harvest cycle, the group collected 5kg 
of pechay, 3kg of tomato, and 4kg of bitter 
gourd, which were apportioned again to 
each member.

Joseph Damugo’s condition

Joseph’s symptoms were managed for the 
period of 2019 because of the medicines 
provided by the psychiatrist. Unfortunately, 
there was no improvement in the 
manifestations of dementia because his 
family could not afford to maintain his 
medications.

Mrs. Damugo said that she was thankful for 
the financial assistance provided by her 
co-members from the FA which was 
sourced from the interventions provided by 
the SAAD Program.

As of March 2021, the group initiated to 
start cultivating the land under the rain 
shelter in order to produce more crops and 
to earn higher profit.

Ways forward

In 2021, Patricia also offered her land area 
for the expansion of their vegetable 
production.

“Gapu ta natulun�n i padak 
a ��ficiaries ni lakay ko n� 
agpa �eck-up, kayat ko met 
n� �u�i kanyada tay tulung 
da. Isu n� in share ko etuy 
arubayan mi n� m��in 
pagmulaan,” said Patricia.

[My co-beneficiaries helped me to raise 
funds for the medication of my husband. I 
am so grateful for the kindness that was 
given to my family. As part of my gratitude, I 
initiated to offer my land area for the 
expansion of our vegetable production.]

The group plans to recommence their 
vegetable production project and 
contributed Php 300 each for vegetable 
seeds, fertilizer, and pesticides for their 
next production cycle as they plan to start 
their journey as producers and sellers in 
their community.

With the group’s expansion in terms of area 
cultivation, they hope to gather enough 
vegetable produce to supply nearby 
barangay in the next harvest period (May 
2021).

An alternative channel to escape the 
system

The danger of poverty is its penetration into 
the unconscious of the day-to-day affairs of 
ordinary people, the creation and 
reproduction of its symptoms which can 

later on structure a system, or in this case – 
values system that conforms and consents 
to inequality, which can lead to the abstract 
decline of ones’ or group’s capacity or 
agency.

While economy, culture, and politics bring 
different forces that shape perceptions and 
behaviors, the intersection of each is what 
determines the socio-cultural development 
of people and institutions. Context is very 
important in the sense of gaining personal 
and communal agency.

SAAD Program’s approach to development 
happens at the grassroots level, constantly 
locating the balance between tangible and 
intangible interventions, between the 
physical and abstract augmentation of the 

“quality” of life, that every Filipino deserves.

The program continues to provide capacity 
training, and carefully crafts livelihood 
projects that will complement the potential 
of priority areas while being culturally 
considerate and ethical.

Adhering to the core value of malasakit 
through meaningful people empowerment, 
the program takes pride in how it 
contributes to the betterment of a 
community and its members.

The program becomes a medium to pass 
down and live up to other forms of 
malasakit within the grassroots 
communities. ### (Kathleen Faye Agonoy 
and Jessa Mae Gabon)
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APAYAO, March 21, 2021 – Pierre 
Bourdieu’s concept of habitus pertains to 
the socially and culturally acquired 
experiences which unconsciously structure 
actors’ dispositions and practices in the 
social field. Following this premise, in a 
simpler sense, empowering communities 
through capacity building can help craft 
values and redefine the sense of ‘self’.

With the impact of poverty on the aspects of 
individual and group identities, people in 
the marginalized sector experience a 
decline in realizing power in the individual 
sense, hence weakening collective agency 
at the community level.

Despite facing a multitude of 
manifestations of poverty, bayanihan and 
malasakit sa kapwa remain to be 
fundamental principles among Filipino 
communities especially in the rural areas 
where poverty is rampant.

In Conner, 8 individual beneficiaries of the 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
Program (SAAD)-established association 
from Brgy. Paddoan pitched in to provide 
cash assistance to a community member 
with a mental condition. This act is a gleam 
of hope for the program whose ultimate 
objective is to empower marginalized rural 
communities.

Confronting the systemic 
rural margin setting

The Nabuangan Farmer’s Association 
(FA) in Conner, Apayao – one of the 
municipalities from the three SAAD priority 
provinces in the Cordillera Administrative 
Region (CAR) – has been receiving 
capacity building and livelihood support for 
two years.

While poverty is a collection of the impact 

of unequal access to opportunities, SAAD’s 
ultimate objective is to equip the target 
groups in or beyond the poverty threshold 
with opportunities that they can own, 
simultaneously enabling livelihood 
resources through agriculture and in the 
process, promoting community morale, for 
a stronger sense of social capacity and 
agency.

This is SAAD’s approach to organize 
marginalized rural communities. To impart 
malasakit as fundamental value to the 
context-sensitive social structures while 
trying to scale down the poverty gap.

Medical fund sourced from SAAD 
livelihood project

In 2019, Joseph Dumugo, husband of 
SAAD beneficiary Patricia Dumugo, was 

diagnosed with dementia – a mental 
condition symptom usually associated with 
memory, communication, and thinking 
impairment.

Mr. Dumugo is in dire need of psychological 
evaluation and medication to manage his 
symptoms.

In response, the beneficiaries of 
Nabuangan FA saved Php 8,500 from their 
Vegetable Production Project harvest 
earnings from June to July 2019. The cash 
donation was acquired from the FA’s profit 
after selling their vegetable harvests 
consisting of 10 kilograms (kg) of bitter 
gourd worth Php 500, 8kg of pole sitao 
worth Php 3,000, and 100kg of beans worth 
Php 5,000 within the community.

“Gapo ta kayat mi lang nga matulungan tuy 

kadwa mi a myembro metlang iti 
association, tay pag puunan mi kuma nga 
pang mentenar iti production mi, inted mi 
kanyana tay buo nga nalakwan mi tapno 
maipakita iti doctor tay asawa na nga ada 
iti disorder na. Gapu kin etuy nga program, 
natulungan na piman tay asawa ni Patricia 
Dumugo nga makapacheck-up iti kasapulan 
na,” shared Benita Bayu, FA member, 
saying they sourced the cash assistance 
from the SAAD provided-project.
Interventions provided to the 8 members

[Because we really wanted to help our 
co-member from the association, we gave 
the money intended for our maintenance to 
Patricia Dumugo so she can bring her 
husband to the hospital and be checked-up 
by a doctor. Because of this program, we 
were able to help Patricia’s husband.] 

In 2019, a unit of rain shelter, two pieces 
(pc) knapsack sprayers, 4pc of shovels, and 
16pc of seedling trays were provided to the 
group under the Vegetable Production 
Project.

Conventionally, the capital for the next cycle 
of production will come from the previous 
cycle’s earnings. Although their donation 
cost them their wet season production in 
2019 due to lack of capital, the group 
insisted on awarding the harvest earnings 
to Mr. Dumugo’s medical needs.

Back on track in 2020’s wet season cycle 
(December 2019 – January 2020), the 
farmers pitched in to purchase planting 
materials such as pechay seeds and tomato 
seeds amounting to Php 120 after the group 
gathered funds from offering individual farm 
labor to big landowners in their area.

The produce this time is only limited for 
their families’ consumption. From this 
production cycle, the group gathered 8kg of 
pechay and 4kg tomato. Each farmer 
shared their harvested vegetables with their 
co-members.

Meanwhile, for the dry season of 2020 
(June-July), two sachets of pechay seeds, 

one sachet of tomato seeds, and one 
sachet of bitter gourd seeds were 
purchased at Php 180 for the association’s 
continuation of vegetable production. From 
this harvest cycle, the group collected 5kg 
of pechay, 3kg of tomato, and 4kg of bitter 
gourd, which were apportioned again to 
each member.

Joseph Damugo’s condition

Joseph’s symptoms were managed for the 
period of 2019 because of the medicines 
provided by the psychiatrist. Unfortunately, 
there was no improvement in the 
manifestations of dementia because his 
family could not afford to maintain his 
medications.

Mrs. Damugo said that she was thankful for 
the financial assistance provided by her 
co-members from the FA which was 
sourced from the interventions provided by 
the SAAD Program.

As of March 2021, the group initiated to 
start cultivating the land under the rain 
shelter in order to produce more crops and 
to earn higher profit.

Ways forward

In 2021, Patricia also offered her land area 
for the expansion of their vegetable 
production.

“Gapu ta natulun�n i padak 
a ��ficiaries ni lakay ko n� 
agpa �eck-up, kayat ko met 
n� �u�i kanyada tay tulung 
da. Isu n� in share ko etuy 
arubayan mi n� m��in 
pagmulaan,” said Patricia.

[My co-beneficiaries helped me to raise 
funds for the medication of my husband. I 
am so grateful for the kindness that was 
given to my family. As part of my gratitude, I 
initiated to offer my land area for the 
expansion of our vegetable production.]

The group plans to recommence their 
vegetable production project and 
contributed Php 300 each for vegetable 
seeds, fertilizer, and pesticides for their 
next production cycle as they plan to start 
their journey as producers and sellers in 
their community.

With the group’s expansion in terms of area 
cultivation, they hope to gather enough 
vegetable produce to supply nearby 
barangay in the next harvest period (May 
2021).

An alternative channel to escape the 
system

The danger of poverty is its penetration into 
the unconscious of the day-to-day affairs of 
ordinary people, the creation and 
reproduction of its symptoms which can 

later on structure a system, or in this case – 
values system that conforms and consents 
to inequality, which can lead to the abstract 
decline of ones’ or group’s capacity or 
agency.

While economy, culture, and politics bring 
different forces that shape perceptions and 
behaviors, the intersection of each is what 
determines the socio-cultural development 
of people and institutions. Context is very 
important in the sense of gaining personal 
and communal agency.

SAAD Program’s approach to development 
happens at the grassroots level, constantly 
locating the balance between tangible and 
intangible interventions, between the 
physical and abstract augmentation of the 

“quality” of life, that every Filipino deserves.

The program continues to provide capacity 
training, and carefully crafts livelihood 
projects that will complement the potential 
of priority areas while being culturally 
considerate and ethical.

Adhering to the core value of malasakit 
through meaningful people empowerment, 
the program takes pride in how it 
contributes to the betterment of a 
community and its members.

The program becomes a medium to pass 
down and live up to other forms of 
malasakit within the grassroots 
communities. ### (Kathleen Faye Agonoy 
and Jessa Mae Gabon)

Intervention Cost per Unit 
(Php) 

Project Cost 
(Php) 

1 unit of Rain Shelter 120,000.00 120,000.00 

2 units of Knapsack Sprayer 3,000.00 6,000.00 

16 pieces of Seedling Tray 100.00 1,600.00 

4 pieces of Shovel 500.00 2,000.00 

Total 129,600.00 
 

Table 20. Nabuangan Farmer’s Association Intervention 
for Vegetable Production Project (2019-2020)
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Three associations earned from DA-SAAD’s 
organic vegetable production in Antique

March 8, 2021

ANTIQUE, March 1, 2021 – Three farmers’ 
associations from the upland villages of 
San Remigio benefited from the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special 
Program for Agricultural Development 
(SAAD) Program’s Organic Midland and 
Backyard Vegetable Production Projects.

SAAD Antique assisted 270 farmers to 
become organic vegetable cultivators that 
would help them secure food and earn 
income amid the coronavirus pandemic.

Nagbangi 1 Organic Farmers’ 
Association

The Nagbangi 1 Organic Farmers’ 
Association (FA) with 44 members was 
among the priority groups who benefited 
from SAAD’s livelihood project worth Php 
240,950 consisting of seeds of cauliflower, 
carrots, lettuce, cucumber; organic fertilizer; 
plastic seedling; UV plastics 150m; screen 
drum; p.e. hose; spade; spading fork; 
sprinkler; trowel; rake; and weighing scale.

In addition, certified inbred cucumber 
seeds were distributed during the dry 
season in 2020. A total of 100 grams (g) of 
seeds were planted in early December on a 
0.25-hectare land.

Felma Domines, president of Nagbangi 1 
Organic FA, said they marketed their 
produce at Php 20-25/kg. On January 22, 
465 kilograms (kg) of cucumber were 
harvested and earned Php 9,700.

Uswag Durog FA

The Uswag Durog FA, composed of 178 
members, attributed their successful yield 
to SAAD’s Organic Backyard Vegetable 
Production Project worth Php 1,667,250 
consisting of seeds of bitter gourd 

(ampalaya), squash, lady finger (okra), bell 
pepper, eggplant, tomato, pole sitao; 
organic fertilizer; attractant; trellising net; 
plastic mulch; screen drum; p.e hose; 
spade; spading fork; sprinkler; rake; and 
grass cutter.

Uswag Durog FA president Rhea Decallo 
said they harvested about 798kg of bitter 
gourd from a 0.25-hectare on Dec. 26, 2020 
and earned Php 53,250.

Aningalan Farmers Irrigators 
Association Inc.

Meanwhile, the Aningalan Farmers 
Irrigators Association Inc. with 48 members 
plans to expand their target market for 
organic crops after a successful turnout of 
the SAAD’s Organic Midland Vegetable 
Production worth Php 248,700 consisting of 
various seeds of cauliflower, carrots, 
lettuce, cucumber; organic fertilizer; plastic 
seedling; UV plastic 150m; screen drum; 
p.e. hose; spade; spading fork, sprinkler; 
trowel; rake; and weighing scale.

The group’s president, Alvic Alejo, said they 
harvested 465kg of lettuce late January this 
year from a 0.25-hectare land. Trading the 
crops to the local market, the beneficiaries 
yielded an income of Php 49,750.

DA-SAAD Program Western Visayas focal 
person Dominador Marquez urged the 
beneficiaries to help in ensuring the 
sustainability of the projects.

Since the program’s inception in the 
province, the DA-SAAD Program has 
granted livelihood projects worth Php 6.5 
million to 432 farmers. ### (Christ John 
Gamarcha and Jemiema Arro)

Three associations earned from DA-SAAD’s 
organic vegetable production in Antique

February 16, 2021

BARAS, CATANDUANES, February 10, 
2021 – Rehabilitative efforts continue as 
members of the San Miguel Special Area 
for Agricultural Development Vegetable 
Farmer’s Association (SAADVFA) in Brgy. 
San Miguel, Baras, Catanduanes harvest 
from their vegetable gardens after SAAD 
Program’s post-calamity interventions.

Super Typhoon (ST) Rolly, along with other 
typhoons – Siony, Tonio, and Ulysses – hit 
Catanduanes in succession in November 
2020, leaving a great agricultural loss to the 
province.

The high-value crops garden plots of 
farmers from the area belong to the list of 
damages incurred from the series of 

calamity. San Miguel SAADVFA 
chairperson Lucia Obo mentioned that their 
communal gardens were flooded and the 
majority of the crops did not survive.

The damaged vegetable project turned over 
in October 2020 was on its vegetative and 
flowering stage before the typhoons 
battered the province.

As part of SAAD’s disaster response, 
vegetable seeds were immediately 
provided to the beneficiaries for recovery 
efforts. The group replanted vegetables in a 
1.5-hectare area.

San Miguel SAADVFA member Rolando 
Vargas shared, “Mahirap ang buhay namin 
noong pagkatapos ng bagyo, sinabayan pa 
ng pandemic. Bilang isang senior citizen na 

bawal pang lumabas, ang tanging 
magagawa ko na lamang ay tumulong sa 
pagtatanim ng gulay. Malaking tulong sa 
amin ang binibigay na asistensya ng SAAD 
tulad ng mga seeds at mga garden tools na 
sobra naming napapakinabangan. Iyong 
mga naaning gulay, binibenta namin at 
doon kami kumukuha ng mga pambili ng 
pagkain. Mahal ang mga gulay ngayon 
kaya nakakatulong talaga na mayroon 
kaming sariling pananim.”

After three months since cultivation, the 
members harvested more than 60 kg of 
pechay which were sold at Php 60 per 
kilogram in the first week of February 2021. 
Farmers earned an estimated amount of 
Php 3,800, which was divided among 
themselves, and used the money to 
purchase some of their daily needs.

In addition, assorted vegetables weighing 
136.75 kg in total consisting of patola (64.5 
kg), squash (24 kg), ampalaya (16.5 kg), 
cucumber (16 kg), and sitao (15.75 kg) 

were also harvested and sold.

The association now 
eyes selling 
their produce 
at the Baras 
municipal 
market in the 
upcoming 
weeks for a 
more solid 
income. Moreover, 
they also plan to 
engage and learn of some 
value-adding activities such 
as pickling.

As part of the SAAD’s disaster mitigation 
efforts, the national office transferred a 
Php 5.5 million fund to the SAAD Region 5. 
As of the present, procurements are 
ongoing in replacement of the damaged 
livelihood projects of the affected areas in
 Catanduanes. ### (Sarah Jane Taway)

December 17, 2021

COTABATO, December 15, 2021 – The 
993 Farmer’s Association of Barangay 993 
in Alamada, Cotabato generated Php 4.1 
million revenue from the 2nd cropping of 
their Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agriculture Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program’s corn production 
project.

From November 28 to December 5, the 
group with 25 members harvested 2,848 
sacks of corn, weighing 209,753 kilograms 
(kg) covering 25-hectare corn. Each kilo 
was sold at Php 19-20. After deducting the 
hauling, drying, and other expenses, the 
group arrived at a net income of Php 2.8 

million (higher from their 1st cropping of 
Php 1.5 million).

The income derived from the 1st cropping 
enabled them to buy new seeds for the 2nd 
cropping.

Association president Nelly Eulogio said, 
“I’m so grateful to SAAD for reaching our 
far-flung area and lending their help and 
sustaining our needs, for the assistance 
they have given to our association. 
Because of SAAD intervention, our 
association earned a huge income from the 
yields we got from planting corn that the 
SAAD has shared with us.”

Eulogio also shared that he was able to 
reconstruct his house and help his 
grandchildren pay for their school 
fees through his Php 300,000 
share from the income.

Group member Rowin Eulogio also said, 
“SAAD changed our lives. Before, I couldn’t 
even send my kids to school due to lacking 
financial support. Now that I became the 
beneficiary of SAAD projects, I successfully 
got a higher yield in planting corn. It helped 
me pay my debts, sustain my family needs, 
and pay my kids’ school fees.”

Nelly also mentioned that compared to their 
first cropping income, their farms produced 
higher production because they had already 
controlled the rodent infestations with the 
help of the SAAD’s pest management 
training.

The group will now prepare their lands for 
the next cropping and buy new corn seeds 
from their income. ### (Jennifer Valcobero 
and Aisa Tina)
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February 16, 2021

BARAS, CATANDUANES, February 10, 
2021 – Rehabilitative efforts continue as 
members of the San Miguel Special Area 
for Agricultural Development Vegetable 
Farmer’s Association (SAADVFA) in Brgy. 
San Miguel, Baras, Catanduanes harvest 
from their vegetable gardens after SAAD 
Program’s post-calamity interventions.

Super Typhoon (ST) Rolly, along with other 
typhoons – Siony, Tonio, and Ulysses – hit 
Catanduanes in succession in November 
2020, leaving a great agricultural loss to the 
province.

The high-value crops garden plots of 
farmers from the area belong to the list of 
damages incurred from the series of 

calamity. San Miguel SAADVFA 
chairperson Lucia Obo mentioned that their 
communal gardens were flooded and the 
majority of the crops did not survive.

The damaged vegetable project turned over 
in October 2020 was on its vegetative and 
flowering stage before the typhoons 
battered the province.

As part of SAAD’s disaster response, 
vegetable seeds were immediately 
provided to the beneficiaries for recovery 
efforts. The group replanted vegetables in a 
1.5-hectare area.

San Miguel SAADVFA member Rolando 
Vargas shared, “Mahirap ang buhay namin 
noong pagkatapos ng bagyo, sinabayan pa 
ng pandemic. Bilang isang senior citizen na 

bawal pang lumabas, ang tanging 
magagawa ko na lamang ay tumulong sa 
pagtatanim ng gulay. Malaking tulong sa 
amin ang binibigay na asistensya ng SAAD 
tulad ng mga seeds at mga garden tools na 
sobra naming napapakinabangan. Iyong 
mga naaning gulay, binibenta namin at 
doon kami kumukuha ng mga pambili ng 
pagkain. Mahal ang mga gulay ngayon 
kaya nakakatulong talaga na mayroon 
kaming sariling pananim.”

After three months since cultivation, the 
members harvested more than 60 kg of 
pechay which were sold at Php 60 per 
kilogram in the first week of February 2021. 
Farmers earned an estimated amount of 
Php 3,800, which was divided among 
themselves, and used the money to 
purchase some of their daily needs.

In addition, assorted vegetables weighing 
136.75 kg in total consisting of patola (64.5 
kg), squash (24 kg), ampalaya (16.5 kg), 
cucumber (16 kg), and sitao (15.75 kg) 

were also harvested and sold.

The association now 
eyes selling 
their produce 
at the Baras 
municipal 
market in the 
upcoming 
weeks for a 
more solid 
income. Moreover, 
they also plan to 
engage and learn of some 
value-adding activities such 
as pickling.

As part of the SAAD’s disaster mitigation 
efforts, the national office transferred a 
Php 5.5 million fund to the SAAD Region 5. 
As of the present, procurements are 
ongoing in replacement of the damaged 
livelihood projects of the affected areas in
 Catanduanes. ### (Sarah Jane Taway)

Cotabato corn farmers earn Php 4.1M 
from second cropping

December 17, 2021

COTABATO, December 15, 2021 – The 
993 Farmer’s Association of Barangay 993 
in Alamada, Cotabato generated Php 4.1 
million revenue from the 2nd cropping of 
their Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agriculture Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program’s corn production 
project.

From November 28 to December 5, the 
group with 25 members harvested 2,848 
sacks of corn, weighing 209,753 kilograms 
(kg) covering 25-hectare corn. Each kilo 
was sold at Php 19-20. After deducting the 
hauling, drying, and other expenses, the 
group arrived at a net income of Php 2.8 

million (higher from their 1st cropping of 
Php 1.5 million).

The income derived from the 1st cropping 
enabled them to buy new seeds for the 2nd 
cropping.

Association president Nelly Eulogio said, 
“I’m so grateful to SAAD for reaching our 
far-flung area and lending their help and 
sustaining our needs, for the assistance 
they have given to our association. 
Because of SAAD intervention, our 
association earned a huge income from the 
yields we got from planting corn that the 
SAAD has shared with us.”

Eulogio also shared that he was able to 
reconstruct his house and help his 
grandchildren pay for their school 
fees through his Php 300,000 
share from the income.

Cereals

continue to next page

Group member Rowin Eulogio also said, 
“SAAD changed our lives. Before, I couldn’t 
even send my kids to school due to lacking 
financial support. Now that I became the 
beneficiary of SAAD projects, I successfully 
got a higher yield in planting corn. It helped 
me pay my debts, sustain my family needs, 
and pay my kids’ school fees.”

Nelly also mentioned that compared to their 
first cropping income, their farms produced 
higher production because they had already 
controlled the rodent infestations with the 
help of the SAAD’s pest management 
training.

The group will now prepare their lands for 
the next cropping and buy new corn seeds 
from their income. ### (Jennifer Valcobero 
and Aisa Tina)
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December 17, 2021

COTABATO, December 15, 2021 – The 
993 Farmer’s Association of Barangay 993 
in Alamada, Cotabato generated Php 4.1 
million revenue from the 2nd cropping of 
their Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agriculture Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program’s corn production 
project.

From November 28 to December 5, the 
group with 25 members harvested 2,848 
sacks of corn, weighing 209,753 kilograms 
(kg) covering 25-hectare corn. Each kilo 
was sold at Php 19-20. After deducting the 
hauling, drying, and other expenses, the 
group arrived at a net income of Php 2.8 

million (higher from their 1st cropping of 
Php 1.5 million).

The income derived from the 1st cropping 
enabled them to buy new seeds for the 2nd 
cropping.

Association president Nelly Eulogio said, 
“I’m so grateful to SAAD for reaching our 
far-flung area and lending their help and 
sustaining our needs, for the assistance 
they have given to our association. 
Because of SAAD intervention, our 
association earned a huge income from the 
yields we got from planting corn that the 
SAAD has shared with us.”

Eulogio also shared that he was able to 
reconstruct his house and help his 
grandchildren pay for their school 
fees through his Php 300,000 
share from the income.

Group member Rowin Eulogio also said, 
“SAAD changed our lives. Before, I couldn’t 
even send my kids to school due to lacking 
financial support. Now that I became the 
beneficiary of SAAD projects, I successfully 
got a higher yield in planting corn. It helped 
me pay my debts, sustain my family needs, 
and pay my kids’ school fees.”

Nelly also mentioned that compared to their 
first cropping income, their farms produced 
higher production because they had already 
controlled the rodent infestations with the 
help of the SAAD’s pest management 
training.

The group will now prepare their lands for 
the next cropping and buy new corn seeds 
from their income. ### (Jennifer Valcobero 
and Aisa Tina)

Name Area 
Planted 

(ha) 

Sacks Weight 
(kg) 

Gross Income 
(Php) 

Expenses 
(Php) 

Net Income 
(Php) 

Nelly S. Eulogio 2 264 19,800 390,060.00 90,450.00 299,610.00 

Benjie Busaing 1 93 6,975 137,407.50 51,800.00 85,607.50 

Jasmin Eulogio 1 95 7,125 138,937.50 49,500.00 89,437.50 

Joselito Espinosa Jr. 1 98 7,350 144,795.00 50,300.00 94,495.00 

Rowin Eulogio 1 97 7,178 139,971.00 49,960.00 90,011.00 

Eustaquio Busaing 0.5 125 9,375 184,687.00 52,200.00 132,487.50 

Charlyn Busaing 1 120 9,000 177,300.00 50,500.00 126,800.00 

Beatriz Guintero 1 115 8,625 169,912.50 53,000.00 116,912.50 

Edwardo Dominguez 1 118 8,850 174,345.00 53,900.00 120,445.00 

Irene Cabangbang 1 99 7,425 146,272.50 51,600.00 94,672.50 

Artemio Carangue 1 110 8,250 160,875.00 48,000.00 112,875.00 

Amir Sango 1 95 7,125 138,937.50 47,000.00 91,937.50 

Noel Sanguinez 1 98 7,350 141,855.00 40,700.00 101,155.00 

Jonathan Sanguinez 0.5 103 7,725 152,182.50 51,750.00 100,432.50 

Delia Bacus 1 97 7,275 143,317.50 50,840.00 92,477.50 

Almer Cabantug 1 100 7,500 147,750.00 50,400.00 97,350.00 

Cherlito Bacus 1 110 8,250 162,525.00 51,780.00 110,745.00 

Ginalyn Valderama 1 122 9,150 180,255.00 52,200.00 128,055.00 

Raing Saripapa 1 98 7,350 144,795.00 51,800.00 92,995.00 

Nomichael John 
Sanguinez 

1 97 7,275 141,862.50 49,800.00 92,062.50 

Demitrio Sanguinez 1 152 7,650 150,705.00 52,400.00 98,305.00 

Manuelito Sangcuya 1 118 8,850 174,345.00 52,100.00 122,245.00 

Jose Renario 
Monegro 

1 120 9,000 177,300.00 53,600.00 123,700.00 

Sunny Sanguinez 1 105 7,875 155,137.50 53,000.00 102,137.50 

Rogelio Sanguinez 1 99 7,425 146,272.50 51,275.00 94,997.50 

Total 25* 2,848 209,753 4,121,803.00 1,309,855.00 2,811,948.00 
 

Table 21. 993 Farmer’s Association Corn Production Income

Situated in a far-flung area in barangay 
Dado, Alamada, Cotabato, lives a farmer 
who feeds a mouth of five. Pasigan 
Monking, 33, started farming at a very 
young age. He and his 8 siblings grew up 
seeing their father leave for work at 4 am. 
As they got older, during school holidays 
and weekends, they were expected to help 
in farming.

Due to financial instability, Mr. Monking and 
his siblings were not able to finish their 
studies. When he got married to Mila, he 
followed the footsteps of his father by 
cultivating 1 hectare (ha) upland rice area.

While waiting for the crop to mature, he 
would usually do farm laboring. His Php 
2,000-3,000 monthly income allowed him to 
support his family’s daily consumption but 
not enough to send his children to school.

Lower Teren Teren Farmer’s Association

With his hope to avail from the government 
programs and assistance, Mr. Monking 
initiated to form a group of farmers who 
have a 1ha each of production area but 
they are badly off to buy farm inputs to 
sustain their crops.

Organized in December 2015, Lower Teren 
Teren Farmer’s Association with 50 
members was identified as the beneficiary 
of the FY 2021 Integrated Upland Rice with 
Livestock and Vegetable Production Project 
of the Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program.

Before the distribution of interventions, the 
group was upskilled in the management of 
upland rice, livestock, and vegetable 
production projects.

Results in SAAD project implementation

Composed of upland rice (100 bags), urea 
fertilizer (100 bags), complete fertilizer (100 

bags), OPV pinakbet seeds (250 packs), 
knapsack sprayer (10 units), shovel (50 
pieces), bolo (50 pieces), hand trowel (50 
pieces), upgraded does (25 head), and 
upgraded bucks (2 head), the project 
amounting to Php 909,500 were provided to 
the group on March 26, 2021

A total of 50ha were planted with upland 
rice on March 28.

After five months, in August, the members 
simultaneously harvested their upland rice 
and each reported their income to be 
consolidated in the group’s record book.

A gross income of Php 1.5 million was 
accumulated from 1,205 sacks sold and 
priced at Php 22/kilogram (kg). Each sack 
weighed at least 55kg (Table 22).

The total expenses from hauling, trucking, 
drying, and others were deducted from the 
group’s total money earned resulting in a 
net income of Php 542,734.

From the total harvest, each member kept 
two sacks for food consumption and 
another two sacks to replant for the next 
cropping.

“SAAD helped us provide for the needs of 
our family through farm inputs. Also, SAAD 
provided us skills through various training 
in farming which allowed us to increase the 
level of our productivity. SAAD paves the 
way in securing a sustainable means of 
living for every farmer in the community,” 
attested Mr. Monking in the Cebuano 
language.

With SAAD’s assistance, their income has 
grown exponentially. Compared to their 
Php 3,000 upland rice income per cropping, 
each member now has an average of 
Php 10,854.

Solutions made to farm pest infestation

According to Mr. Monking, the presence of rodents affected their production 
which they, later on, decided to use pesticides to control the pests in each 
farm area.

With the knowledge acquired from the training on upland rice production, the 
group applied the techniques and strategies taught to them, to prevent further 
damage to their crops.

Plans for sustainability

Mr. Monking and the members of the group encouraged the distant farmers 
to venture into upland rice production as they saw its potential in providing 
them a source of income.

For now, the group will continue growing upland rice as each members’ 
income has tripled and more, compared to their previous earnings. ### 
(Jennifer Valcobero and Aisa Tina)  

*For the first cropping, only 24 members planted corn. The other member rested his farm due to rat infestation.
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December 17, 2021

COTABATO, December 15, 2021 – The 
993 Farmer’s Association of Barangay 993 
in Alamada, Cotabato generated Php 4.1 
million revenue from the 2nd cropping of 
their Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agriculture Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program’s corn production 
project.

From November 28 to December 5, the 
group with 25 members harvested 2,848 
sacks of corn, weighing 209,753 kilograms 
(kg) covering 25-hectare corn. Each kilo 
was sold at Php 19-20. After deducting the 
hauling, drying, and other expenses, the 
group arrived at a net income of Php 2.8 

million (higher from their 1st cropping of 
Php 1.5 million).

The income derived from the 1st cropping 
enabled them to buy new seeds for the 2nd 
cropping.

Association president Nelly Eulogio said, 
“I’m so grateful to SAAD for reaching our 
far-flung area and lending their help and 
sustaining our needs, for the assistance 
they have given to our association. 
Because of SAAD intervention, our 
association earned a huge income from the 
yields we got from planting corn that the 
SAAD has shared with us.”

Eulogio also shared that he was able to 
reconstruct his house and help his 
grandchildren pay for their school 
fees through his Php 300,000 
share from the income.

Group member Rowin Eulogio also said, 
“SAAD changed our lives. Before, I couldn’t 
even send my kids to school due to lacking 
financial support. Now that I became the 
beneficiary of SAAD projects, I successfully 
got a higher yield in planting corn. It helped 
me pay my debts, sustain my family needs, 
and pay my kids’ school fees.”

Nelly also mentioned that compared to their 
first cropping income, their farms produced 
higher production because they had already 
controlled the rodent infestations with the 
help of the SAAD’s pest management 
training.

The group will now prepare their lands for 
the next cropping and buy new corn seeds 
from their income. ### (Jennifer Valcobero 
and Aisa Tina)

Cotabato farmer forms FA, earns Php 1.5M from upland rice
Situated in a far-flung area in barangay 
Dado, Alamada, Cotabato, lives a farmer 
who feeds a mouth of five. Pasigan 
Monking, 33, started farming at a very 
young age. He and his 8 siblings grew up 
seeing their father leave for work at 4 am. 
As they got older, during school holidays 
and weekends, they were expected to help 
in farming.

Due to financial instability, Mr. Monking and 
his siblings were not able to finish their 
studies. When he got married to Mila, he 
followed the footsteps of his father by 
cultivating 1 hectare (ha) upland rice area.

While waiting for the crop to mature, he 
would usually do farm laboring. His Php 
2,000-3,000 monthly income allowed him to 
support his family’s daily consumption but 
not enough to send his children to school.

Lower Teren Teren Farmer’s Association

With his hope to avail from the government 
programs and assistance, Mr. Monking 
initiated to form a group of farmers who 
have a 1ha each of production area but 
they are badly off to buy farm inputs to 
sustain their crops.

Organized in December 2015, Lower Teren 
Teren Farmer’s Association with 50 
members was identified as the beneficiary 
of the FY 2021 Integrated Upland Rice with 
Livestock and Vegetable Production Project 
of the Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program.

Before the distribution of interventions, the 
group was upskilled in the management of 
upland rice, livestock, and vegetable 
production projects.

Results in SAAD project implementation

Composed of upland rice (100 bags), urea 
fertilizer (100 bags), complete fertilizer (100 

bags), OPV pinakbet seeds (250 packs), 
knapsack sprayer (10 units), shovel (50 
pieces), bolo (50 pieces), hand trowel (50 
pieces), upgraded does (25 head), and 
upgraded bucks (2 head), the project 
amounting to Php 909,500 were provided to 
the group on March 26, 2021

A total of 50ha were planted with upland 
rice on March 28.

After five months, in August, the members 
simultaneously harvested their upland rice 
and each reported their income to be 
consolidated in the group’s record book.

A gross income of Php 1.5 million was 
accumulated from 1,205 sacks sold and 
priced at Php 22/kilogram (kg). Each sack 
weighed at least 55kg (Table 22).

The total expenses from hauling, trucking, 
drying, and others were deducted from the 
group’s total money earned resulting in a 
net income of Php 542,734.

From the total harvest, each member kept 
two sacks for food consumption and 
another two sacks to replant for the next 
cropping.

“SAAD helped us provide for the needs of 
our family through farm inputs. Also, SAAD 
provided us skills through various training 
in farming which allowed us to increase the 
level of our productivity. SAAD paves the 
way in securing a sustainable means of 
living for every farmer in the community,” 
attested Mr. Monking in the Cebuano 
language.

With SAAD’s assistance, their income has 
grown exponentially. Compared to their 
Php 3,000 upland rice income per cropping, 
each member now has an average of 
Php 10,854.

Solutions made to farm pest infestation

According to Mr. Monking, the presence of rodents affected their production 
which they, later on, decided to use pesticides to control the pests in each 
farm area.

With the knowledge acquired from the training on upland rice production, the 
group applied the techniques and strategies taught to them, to prevent further 
damage to their crops.

Plans for sustainability

Mr. Monking and the members of the group encouraged the distant farmers 
to venture into upland rice production as they saw its potential in providing 
them a source of income.

For now, the group will continue growing upland rice as each members’ 
income has tripled and more, compared to their previous earnings. ### 
(Jennifer Valcobero and Aisa Tina)  
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Situated in a far-flung area in barangay 
Dado, Alamada, Cotabato, lives a farmer 
who feeds a mouth of five. Pasigan 
Monking, 33, started farming at a very 
young age. He and his 8 siblings grew up 
seeing their father leave for work at 4 am. 
As they got older, during school holidays 
and weekends, they were expected to help 
in farming.

Due to financial instability, Mr. Monking and 
his siblings were not able to finish their 
studies. When he got married to Mila, he 
followed the footsteps of his father by 
cultivating 1 hectare (ha) upland rice area.

While waiting for the crop to mature, he 
would usually do farm laboring. His Php 
2,000-3,000 monthly income allowed him to 
support his family’s daily consumption but 
not enough to send his children to school.

Lower Teren Teren Farmer’s Association

With his hope to avail from the government 
programs and assistance, Mr. Monking 
initiated to form a group of farmers who 
have a 1ha each of production area but 
they are badly off to buy farm inputs to 
sustain their crops.

Organized in December 2015, Lower Teren 
Teren Farmer’s Association with 50 
members was identified as the beneficiary 
of the FY 2021 Integrated Upland Rice with 
Livestock and Vegetable Production Project 
of the Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program.

Before the distribution of interventions, the 
group was upskilled in the management of 
upland rice, livestock, and vegetable 
production projects.

Results in SAAD project implementation

Composed of upland rice (100 bags), urea 
fertilizer (100 bags), complete fertilizer (100 

bags), OPV pinakbet seeds (250 packs), 
knapsack sprayer (10 units), shovel (50 
pieces), bolo (50 pieces), hand trowel (50 
pieces), upgraded does (25 head), and 
upgraded bucks (2 head), the project 
amounting to Php 909,500 were provided to 
the group on March 26, 2021

A total of 50ha were planted with upland 
rice on March 28.

After five months, in August, the members 
simultaneously harvested their upland rice 
and each reported their income to be 
consolidated in the group’s record book.

A gross income of Php 1.5 million was 
accumulated from 1,205 sacks sold and 
priced at Php 22/kilogram (kg). Each sack 
weighed at least 55kg (Table 22).

The total expenses from hauling, trucking, 
drying, and others were deducted from the 
group’s total money earned resulting in a 
net income of Php 542,734.

From the total harvest, each member kept 
two sacks for food consumption and 
another two sacks to replant for the next 
cropping.

“SAAD helped us provide for the needs of 
our family through farm inputs. Also, SAAD 
provided us skills through various training 
in farming which allowed us to increase the 
level of our productivity. SAAD paves the 
way in securing a sustainable means of 
living for every farmer in the community,” 
attested Mr. Monking in the Cebuano 
language.

With SAAD’s assistance, their income has 
grown exponentially. Compared to their 
Php 3,000 upland rice income per cropping, 
each member now has an average of 
Php 10,854.

Solutions made to farm pest infestation

According to Mr. Monking, the presence of rodents affected their production 
which they, later on, decided to use pesticides to control the pests in each 
farm area.

With the knowledge acquired from the training on upland rice production, the 
group applied the techniques and strategies taught to them, to prevent further 
damage to their crops.

Plans for sustainability

Mr. Monking and the members of the group encouraged the distant farmers 
to venture into upland rice production as they saw its potential in providing 
them a source of income.

For now, the group will continue growing upland rice as each members’ 
income has tripled and more, compared to their previous earnings. ### 
(Jennifer Valcobero and Aisa Tina)  

No. Name Sacks  Harvest 
(kg) 

Gross Income 
(Php) 

Total Expenses 
(Php) 

Net Income 
(Php) 

1 Alikman M. Abi 32 1,800 39,600.00 16,720.00 22,880.00 

2 Liling L. Mangobong 30 1,800 39,600.00 24,570.00 15,030.00 

3 Hamdi K. Mangobong 28 1,725 37,950.00 19,030.00 18,920.00 

4 Nasip A. Dari 25 1,375 30,250.00 18,750.00 11,500.00 

5 Esmael B. Lumah 21 1,260 27,720.00 16,760.00 10,960.00 

6 Alex K. Mangobong 33 1,980 43,560.00 20,000.00 23,560.00 

7 Saima L. Mangobong 47 2,870 63,140.00 23,874.00 39,266.00 

8 Pahad M. Abi 35 2,100 46,200.00 20,175.00 26,025.00 

9 Abdulah M. Abi 29 1,595 35,090.00 19,225.00 15,865.00 

10 Arang M. Kudarat 20 1,100 24,200.00 19,400.00 4,800.00 

11 Mahed B. Ali 15 825 18,150.00 15,250.00 2,900.00 

12 Guma A. Dari 15 820 18,040.00 15,250.00 2,790.00 

13 Piki M. Abi 18 990 21,780.00 18,750.00 3,030.00 

14 Makorao U. Bao-o 21 1,155 25,410.00 19,380.00 6,030.00 

15 Kairudin S. Bao-o 18 990 21,780.00 17,645.00 4,135.00 

16 Kao N. Bantog 20 1,100 24,200.00 18,000.00 6,200.00 

17 Rakma C. Pulaos 20 1,100 24,200.00 18,750.00 5,450.00 

18 Thao S. Bantog 16 900 19,800.00 15,900.00 3,900.00 

19 Ramil K. Pulaos 22 1,210 26,620.00 18,720.00 7,900.00 

20 Panggan C. Ontanar 22 1,210 26,620.00 18,980.00 7,640.00 

21 
Mamatokan C. 
Mangobong 

21 1,155 25,410.00 18,350.00 7,060.00 

22 Nasko P. Pulaos 18 990 21,780.00 15,100.00 6,680.00 

23 Oliver P. Mataco 15 825 18,150.00 15,765.00 2,385.00 

24 Songron S. Bantog 22 1,210 26,620.00 18,400.00 8,220.00 

25 Ryan M. Mogot 20 1,100 24,200.00 16,490.00 7,710.00 
 

October 28, 2021

SULTAN KUDARAT, October 27, 2021 – Two farmers’ associations (FA) 
from Sultan Kudarat recorded a gross income of Php 604,445 after selling 
48,943 kilograms (kg) of corn, priced at Php 11-15/kg.

The Napnapon Corn FA and Malegdeg FA are beneficiaries of the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD)’s FY 2021 Integrated Corn Production with Poultry 
and Vegetable Project.

Napnapon Corn Farmer’s Association (NCFA)

NCFA harvested 14,743kg of corn from the 14 hectares (ha) consolidated 
area of the group. The commodity was priced at Php 15/kg and sold for 
Php 221,145 on October 6.

The group, which has 50 members, is from barangay Napnapon, 
Palimbang which received Php 835,000 worth of agricultural inputs in 
May. The interventions include 100 bags of corn seeds, 100 bags of urea 
fertilizer, 100 bags of complete fertilizer, 250 packs of pinakbet seeds, 50 
shovels, 50 bolos, and 50 hand trowels.

In a consolidated report, the group delineated their individual harvests, 
after planting the corn seeds in succession from May to July.

A quarter of their income is allocated for buying new corn seeds for the 
next cropping and three-fourth is shared by the members.

Table 22. Lower Teren Teren FA’s Upland Rice Production Income

Malegdeg Farmer’s Association (MFA)

Twenty-five members of the MFA
accumulated a gross income of Php 
383,300 after selling 684 sacks of corn 
harvested from a 14ha total production area 
(consolidated) on October 2. Each sack 
weighed 50kg priced at Php 11-15/kg.

The group received 50 bags of hybrid corn 
seeds, 50 bags of complete fertilizers, 50 
bags of urea fertilizers, 5 units of knapsack 
sprayer, 125 head of muscovy ducks, 125 
packs of pinakbet seeds, 50 shovels, 50 
bolos, and 50 hand trowels in May.

The group shared they will use the earnings 
to buy new corn seeds for the next cropping 
to sustain the project.

They also want to share their knowledge on 
integrated corn farming which they 
acquired from a training provided by the 
DA-SAAD prior to the distribution of inputs.

MFA envisioned to help the farmers in their 
community to venture in corn farming as 
this will not just help them put food on the 
table but also provide a source of income. 
### (Aisa Tina)
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Situated in a far-flung area in barangay 
Dado, Alamada, Cotabato, lives a farmer 
who feeds a mouth of five. Pasigan 
Monking, 33, started farming at a very 
young age. He and his 8 siblings grew up 
seeing their father leave for work at 4 am. 
As they got older, during school holidays 
and weekends, they were expected to help 
in farming.

Due to financial instability, Mr. Monking and 
his siblings were not able to finish their 
studies. When he got married to Mila, he 
followed the footsteps of his father by 
cultivating 1 hectare (ha) upland rice area.

While waiting for the crop to mature, he 
would usually do farm laboring. His Php 
2,000-3,000 monthly income allowed him to 
support his family’s daily consumption but 
not enough to send his children to school.

Lower Teren Teren Farmer’s Association

With his hope to avail from the government 
programs and assistance, Mr. Monking 
initiated to form a group of farmers who 
have a 1ha each of production area but 
they are badly off to buy farm inputs to 
sustain their crops.

Organized in December 2015, Lower Teren 
Teren Farmer’s Association with 50 
members was identified as the beneficiary 
of the FY 2021 Integrated Upland Rice with 
Livestock and Vegetable Production Project 
of the Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program.

Before the distribution of interventions, the 
group was upskilled in the management of 
upland rice, livestock, and vegetable 
production projects.

Results in SAAD project implementation

Composed of upland rice (100 bags), urea 
fertilizer (100 bags), complete fertilizer (100 

bags), OPV pinakbet seeds (250 packs), 
knapsack sprayer (10 units), shovel (50 
pieces), bolo (50 pieces), hand trowel (50 
pieces), upgraded does (25 head), and 
upgraded bucks (2 head), the project 
amounting to Php 909,500 were provided to 
the group on March 26, 2021

A total of 50ha were planted with upland 
rice on March 28.

After five months, in August, the members 
simultaneously harvested their upland rice 
and each reported their income to be 
consolidated in the group’s record book.

A gross income of Php 1.5 million was 
accumulated from 1,205 sacks sold and 
priced at Php 22/kilogram (kg). Each sack 
weighed at least 55kg (Table 22).

The total expenses from hauling, trucking, 
drying, and others were deducted from the 
group’s total money earned resulting in a 
net income of Php 542,734.

From the total harvest, each member kept 
two sacks for food consumption and 
another two sacks to replant for the next 
cropping.

“SAAD helped us provide for the needs of 
our family through farm inputs. Also, SAAD 
provided us skills through various training 
in farming which allowed us to increase the 
level of our productivity. SAAD paves the 
way in securing a sustainable means of 
living for every farmer in the community,” 
attested Mr. Monking in the Cebuano 
language.

With SAAD’s assistance, their income has 
grown exponentially. Compared to their 
Php 3,000 upland rice income per cropping, 
each member now has an average of 
Php 10,854.

Solutions made to farm pest infestation

According to Mr. Monking, the presence of rodents affected their production 
which they, later on, decided to use pesticides to control the pests in each 
farm area.

With the knowledge acquired from the training on upland rice production, the 
group applied the techniques and strategies taught to them, to prevent further 
damage to their crops.

Plans for sustainability

Mr. Monking and the members of the group encouraged the distant farmers 
to venture into upland rice production as they saw its potential in providing 
them a source of income.

For now, the group will continue growing upland rice as each members’ 
income has tripled and more, compared to their previous earnings. ### 
(Jennifer Valcobero and Aisa Tina)  

26 Dolores M. Arsenal 18 990 21,780.00 18,695.00 3,085.00 

27 Malah M. Mangobong 19 1,045 22,990.00 18,570.00 4,420.00 

28 Salma R. Butig 22 1,210 26,620.00 18,350.00 8,270.00 

29 Nora M. Lanie 17 935 20,570.00 16,900.00 3,670.00 

30 Pasigan Monking 36 2,000 44,000.00 23,538.00 20,462.00 

31 Amlong Monking 17 1,050 23,100.00 13,820.00 9,280.00 

32 Abdillah Abi 46 2,800 61,600.00 43,630.00 17,970.00 

33 Esmael Kudarat 25 1,375 30,250.00 18,750.00 11,500.00 

34 Roger D Mora 37 2,000 44,000.00 25,475.00 18,525.00 

35 Tarusan D Nagib 29 1,550 34,100.00 19,770.00 14,330.00 

36 Aliona O. Kudarat 25 1,420 31,240.00 19,780.00 11,460.00 

37 Samsodin C. Ayunan 33 1,860 40,920.00 19,500.00 21,420.00 

38 Mojahidon M. Kudarat 30 1,680 36,960.00 21,350.00 15,610.00 

39 Jay H. Cabrido 30 1,680 36,960.00 21,000.00 15,960.00 

40 Mokamad S. Ali 20 1,024 22,528.00 15,060.00 7,468.00 

41 Janice A. Cumablay 22 1,225 26,950.00 18,195.00 8,755.00 

42 Ali R. Butig 30 1,700 37,400.00 25,980.00 11,420.00 

43 Noraima B. Datukali 23 1,275 28,050.00 18,350.00 9,700.00 

44 Adelina C. Dela Pena 18 1,005 22,110.00 15,068.00 7,042.00 

45 Jyzelcaye J. Noces 16 900 19,800.00 15,600.00 4,200.00 

46 Gina O. Noces 22 1,260 27,720.00 17,420.00 10,300.00 

47 Tessie Yato 21 1,300 28,600.00 15,585.00 13,015.00 

48 Monera M. Tatas 25 1,400 30,800.00 16,464.00 14,336.00 

49 Inumbai A. Sarap 21 1,200 26,400.00 22,332.00 4,068.00 

50 Mozzaib A. Abi 20 1,150 25,300.00 19,668.00 5,632.00 

Total 1205 68,219 1,500,818.00 958,084.00 542,734.00 
 

Two FAs from Sultan Kudarat 
accumulate Php 604K from corn project

October 28, 2021

SULTAN KUDARAT, October 27, 2021 – Two farmers’ associations (FA) 
from Sultan Kudarat recorded a gross income of Php 604,445 after selling 
48,943 kilograms (kg) of corn, priced at Php 11-15/kg.

The Napnapon Corn FA and Malegdeg FA are beneficiaries of the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD)’s FY 2021 Integrated Corn Production with Poultry 
and Vegetable Project.

Napnapon Corn Farmer’s Association (NCFA)

NCFA harvested 14,743kg of corn from the 14 hectares (ha) consolidated 
area of the group. The commodity was priced at Php 15/kg and sold for 
Php 221,145 on October 6.

The group, which has 50 members, is from barangay Napnapon, 
Palimbang which received Php 835,000 worth of agricultural inputs in 
May. The interventions include 100 bags of corn seeds, 100 bags of urea 
fertilizer, 100 bags of complete fertilizer, 250 packs of pinakbet seeds, 50 
shovels, 50 bolos, and 50 hand trowels.

In a consolidated report, the group delineated their individual harvests, 
after planting the corn seeds in succession from May to July.

A quarter of their income is allocated for buying new corn seeds for the 
next cropping and three-fourth is shared by the members.

cont. Table 22

continue to next page

Malegdeg Farmer’s Association (MFA)

Twenty-five members of the MFA
accumulated a gross income of Php 
383,300 after selling 684 sacks of corn 
harvested from a 14ha total production area 
(consolidated) on October 2. Each sack 
weighed 50kg priced at Php 11-15/kg.

The group received 50 bags of hybrid corn 
seeds, 50 bags of complete fertilizers, 50 
bags of urea fertilizers, 5 units of knapsack 
sprayer, 125 head of muscovy ducks, 125 
packs of pinakbet seeds, 50 shovels, 50 
bolos, and 50 hand trowels in May.

The group shared they will use the earnings 
to buy new corn seeds for the next cropping 
to sustain the project.

They also want to share their knowledge on 
integrated corn farming which they 
acquired from a training provided by the 
DA-SAAD prior to the distribution of inputs.

MFA envisioned to help the farmers in their 
community to venture in corn farming as 
this will not just help them put food on the 
table but also provide a source of income. 
### (Aisa Tina)
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October 28, 2021

SULTAN KUDARAT, October 27, 2021 – Two farmers’ associations (FA) 
from Sultan Kudarat recorded a gross income of Php 604,445 after selling 
48,943 kilograms (kg) of corn, priced at Php 11-15/kg.

The Napnapon Corn FA and Malegdeg FA are beneficiaries of the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD)’s FY 2021 Integrated Corn Production with Poultry 
and Vegetable Project.

Napnapon Corn Farmer’s Association (NCFA)

NCFA harvested 14,743kg of corn from the 14 hectares (ha) consolidated 
area of the group. The commodity was priced at Php 15/kg and sold for 
Php 221,145 on October 6.

The group, which has 50 members, is from barangay Napnapon, 
Palimbang which received Php 835,000 worth of agricultural inputs in 
May. The interventions include 100 bags of corn seeds, 100 bags of urea 
fertilizer, 100 bags of complete fertilizer, 250 packs of pinakbet seeds, 50 
shovels, 50 bolos, and 50 hand trowels.

In a consolidated report, the group delineated their individual harvests, 
after planting the corn seeds in succession from May to July.

A quarter of their income is allocated for buying new corn seeds for the 
next cropping and three-fourth is shared by the members.

Malegdeg Farmer’s Association (MFA)

Twenty-five members of the MFA
accumulated a gross income of Php 
383,300 after selling 684 sacks of corn 
harvested from a 14ha total production area 
(consolidated) on October 2. Each sack 
weighed 50kg priced at Php 11-15/kg.

The group received 50 bags of hybrid corn 
seeds, 50 bags of complete fertilizers, 50 
bags of urea fertilizers, 5 units of knapsack 
sprayer, 125 head of muscovy ducks, 125 
packs of pinakbet seeds, 50 shovels, 50 
bolos, and 50 hand trowels in May.

The group shared they will use the earnings 
to buy new corn seeds for the next cropping 
to sustain the project.

They also want to share their knowledge on 
integrated corn farming which they 
acquired from a training provided by the 
DA-SAAD prior to the distribution of inputs.

MFA envisioned to help the farmers in their 
community to venture in corn farming as 
this will not just help them put food on the 
table but also provide a source of income. 
### (Aisa Tina)

30 Sarangani farmers record 12.2mt
corn harvest; gross Php 108K

October 15, 2021

SARANGANI, October 13, 2021 – Thirty 
(30) members of Larangan Farmers 
Association (LFA) in Kablacan, Maasim in 
Sarangani recorded 12.2 metric tons (mt) 
corn harvest, which secured their income, 
food, and next production cycle.

The group is a beneficiary of the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program FY 2021 Integrated Corn 
Production with Poultry, Vegetable, and 
Postharvest Equipment Project.

Having a 30 hectares’ production area, 
LFA initially harvested 188 sacks (65 
kilograms/sack) from 18ha on October 8.

The association sold 98 sacks priced at 
Php 17/kg and earned Php 108,920 gross 
income. The remaining 88 sacks were kept 
for food consumption, 40 sacks for 

replanting in the next cropping, and 10 
sacks as tithes to the church.

LFA planted the corn seeds in succession, 
and the harvesting process of the 
remaining 12ha is ongoing.

About the project

Prior to the distribution of farm inputs in 
May 2021, the group was equipped with 
knowledge on corn production 
management.

The project package worth Php 950,800 
includes 60 bags of an open-pollinated 
variety of corn seeds, 120 bottles of foliar 
fertilizer, 6 knapsack sprayers, corn mill, 
corn sheller, 330 Muscovy ducks, 150 packs 
of pinakbet seeds, 30 shovels, 30 bolos, 
and 30 hand trowels. ### (Aisa Tina and 
Naire Junas Demello)
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October 28, 2021

SULTAN KUDARAT, October 27, 2021 – Two farmers’ associations (FA) 
from Sultan Kudarat recorded a gross income of Php 604,445 after selling 
48,943 kilograms (kg) of corn, priced at Php 11-15/kg.

The Napnapon Corn FA and Malegdeg FA are beneficiaries of the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD)’s FY 2021 Integrated Corn Production with Poultry 
and Vegetable Project.

Napnapon Corn Farmer’s Association (NCFA)

NCFA harvested 14,743kg of corn from the 14 hectares (ha) consolidated 
area of the group. The commodity was priced at Php 15/kg and sold for 
Php 221,145 on October 6.

The group, which has 50 members, is from barangay Napnapon, 
Palimbang which received Php 835,000 worth of agricultural inputs in 
May. The interventions include 100 bags of corn seeds, 100 bags of urea 
fertilizer, 100 bags of complete fertilizer, 250 packs of pinakbet seeds, 50 
shovels, 50 bolos, and 50 hand trowels.

In a consolidated report, the group delineated their individual harvests, 
after planting the corn seeds in succession from May to July.

A quarter of their income is allocated for buying new corn seeds for the 
next cropping and three-fourth is shared by the members.

Malegdeg Farmer’s Association (MFA)

Twenty-five members of the MFA
accumulated a gross income of Php 
383,300 after selling 684 sacks of corn 
harvested from a 14ha total production area 
(consolidated) on October 2. Each sack 
weighed 50kg priced at Php 11-15/kg.

The group received 50 bags of hybrid corn 
seeds, 50 bags of complete fertilizers, 50 
bags of urea fertilizers, 5 units of knapsack 
sprayer, 125 head of muscovy ducks, 125 
packs of pinakbet seeds, 50 shovels, 50 
bolos, and 50 hand trowels in May.

The group shared they will use the earnings 
to buy new corn seeds for the next cropping 
to sustain the project.

They also want to share their knowledge on 
integrated corn farming which they 
acquired from a training provided by the 
DA-SAAD prior to the distribution of inputs.

MFA envisioned to help the farmers in their 
community to venture in corn farming as 
this will not just help them put food on the 
table but also provide a source of income. 
### (Aisa Tina)

SAAD farmer earns Php 43K, supplies 
yellow corn to chicken feed producer

October 1, 2021

SORSOGON, September 30, 2021 – Corn 
farmer Josefina Milarpes, 50, earned 
Php 43,125 after harvesting at least 2,875 
kilograms (kg) of yellow corn in August 
2021, from a project granted by the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program.

Josefina is one of the 26 members of the 
Buraburan, Bacolod, Binanuahan, Aroroy 
(BUBAY) Corn Farmers’ Association (FA) 
from Barangay Binanuahan, Juban, 
Sorsogon. She owns a 2-hectare (ha) area 
which she uses for corn production.

Her family gets their income from 
cultivating vegetables, rice, and corn. 
However, Josefina’s husband, Ronilo, 
occasionally renders labor for construction 
work or drives a tricycle for extra income 
just enough for a day’s food expenses. 
From these services, they both earn around 
Php 2,000 – 3,000 income per month.

BUBAY FA

The association was organized and 
registered under the Department of Labor 
and Employment (DOLE) in October 2019 
after receiving inputs from the DA-SAAD’s 
Corn Production Project.

The project consists of white corn seeds 
(26 bags), complete fertilizer (26 bags), 
cassava seeds (2,166 pieces), corn grits 
mill, mechanical corn sheller, cassava 
chipper, and five draft animals worth 
Php 627,864.50.

In 2020, Brgy. Binanuahan, home of 15 
BUBAY FA members,  received 10 bags of 
yellow corn and 10 bags of complete 
fertilizer worth Php 50,160 since they are 
willing to try to produce yellow corn in their 

area.

Yellow corn cultivation

In July 2021, Josefina and her husband 
harvested 2,875kg of yellow corn which was 
then supplied to Jeorge Dioneda of 
Kasanggayahan Trading, one of the local 
suppliers of chicken feed in the province. 
Sold at Php 15/kg, the Milarpes family listed 
a total earning of Php 43,125.

A portion of the earnings was used to 
purchase sweet purple corn and white corn 
for the next season’s harvest in October to 
sustain income generation and production.

In addition, Josefina shared how the 
income paid for their household bills and 
tuition fee of their children. She said, 
“…dahil sa SAAD, nagkaroon ako ng 
malaking income. Nakabayad ako ng tuition 
fee para sa aking anak na 1st year college 
ngayong taon, nakapag-bayad ako ng 
kuryente at nakatulong ito sa pang 
araw-araw naming gastos sa pamilya.”

[Through the SAAD Program, I earned a 
bigger income. I managed to pay the tuition 
fee of my child who is now in 1st-year 
college. I was also able to pay our 
electricity bill and it helps us sustain the 
family’s daily needs.]

Situated in flood-prone areas in the 
barangay, farmers are hesitant in cultivating 
corn. However, through SAAD’s inputs, corn 
production is made more inviting since 
farmers don’t need to draw capital. 
According to BUBAY FA president 
Diogenes Escalo, the farmers also cultivate 
vegetables aside from corn if permitted by 
the weather.

continue to next page
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The group also received Corn Production 
and Enterprise Development Training in 
2019 to provide the SAAD beneficiaries 
understanding of food processing and 
awareness of proper food handling 
practices which they may apply for 
value-adding ventures.

SAAD farmers supplying agricultural 
products to local business

The marketing of corn products was also a 
major challenge for the association. To 
ensure buyers for their corn produce, the 
local agricultural office coordinated with 
other local agencies, markets, and 
suppliers.

It is one of SAAD’s goals to link the farmers 
to local enterprises for their agricultural 
products. To do this, the program assisted 
the farmers organize into an association to 
access other programs provided by 
different agencies such as that of DOLE. 
Likewise, it protects the labor, trade 
welfare, and rights of the beneficiaries.

“Maraming salamat sa SAAD dahil dito 
kami nakaraos lalo na ngayong pandemya. 
Ang SAAD ang sagot sa aming 
pangangailangan,” shared Josefina.

[Thank you so much to the SAAD Program 
because we survived, especially in this 
time of the pandemic. They are the answer 
to our needs.]

At present, Josefina already planted sweet 
purple and white corn which are expected 
to mature in October 2021. She also 
intends to cultivate yellow corn once the 
weather is favorable.

White corn is used as an alternative to rice, 
while yellow corn’s primary purpose, which 
Josefina cultivates, is used as feed for 
poultry animals and as an ingredient to 
other corn by-products. Sweet purple corn 
is a sticky variety that is used for human 
consumption. ### (Pauline Trixia Borja)

September 
17, 2021

About MAGVIBA 
rice farmers

In the hinterlands of San Remigio, 
Antique where development could hardly 
reach, a relatively small group of rice 
farmers sprung in Barangay Magdalena. 

Creating an inclusive group that would 
secure a hunger-free community pushed 
the locals to build an organization which 
was later on named as Magdalena Vilvar 
Baladjay Farmers’ Association (MAGVIBA).

In 2008, the local government unit 
through the Municipal Agriculturist’s Office 
encouraged the MAGVIBA farmers to 
register themselves as an association to 
the Department of Labor and Employment 
(DOLE).

They eventually became eligible as a 
beneficiary of the SAAD Program in 2021. 

Prior to the provision of agri-inputs, a 
series of social preparation activities and 
technical training on rice production were 
also done.

Rice production and 
management

Rice production is the main source 
of income in the area cultivated in 

two different ecosystems, the rainfed 
and irrigated which allow the farmers to be 
able to produce their crop twice a year. In 
rainfed, the bunded fields that are flooded 
with rainwater are ploughed by a buffalo to 
a depth of 70-100 millimeter, repeated 3-6 
weeks later after which the fields are 
harrowed. For the irrigated land, the rice is 
grown in paddies with erected bunds 
created to keep water on the fields during 
tillage.

In harvesting, the technique remains 
manual since farmers have little to no 
access to any form of postharvest 
equipment. They manually cut the crops 
with their sickle and tied in sheaths, of 
which the farmers said that the whole 
process is time labor intensive.

However, their rice farms did not guarantee 
them good fortune. In each 0.4 to a hectare 
rice area, they could only harvest a 
maximum of 5-8 sacks, either kept for 
consumption and marketed in the lowland 
areas and in their neighborhood, giving 
them Php 1,500-2000.

Results in twofold after implementation 
of SAAD’s rice project

The MAGVIBA has 30 members partaking 
in the SAAD’s FY 2021 Rice Production 
Project worth Php 335,625. They are tilling 
a total area of 12 hectares (ha) with each 
farmer having 0.4 to 1ha production area.

In March 2021, interventions such as 30 
bags of certified rice seeds, 60 bags of 
inorganic fertilizer, 15 liters of insecticide, 
15 liters of herbicide, and 15 liters of 
fungicide were delivered to the association. 
The group is also set to receive a hand 
tractor with rotavator within the third quarter 
of 2021.

After four months of cultivating their fields, 
15 members who have irrigated rice area 
were boosted twofold by SAAD’s provision 
of certified rice seeds and various 
agricultural inputs. A total of 16.2 metric 
tons (mt) of rice or 407 sacks 
(approximately 40 kilograms/sack) were 
harvested in their first cropping, each 
farmer was able to sell at least 14 sacks of 

palay.

In a consolidated report from 
the total palay harvest, 212 
sacks were sold at the town 
market at Php 13-14.50/kg, resulting in 
a Php 118,720 income. Each farmer ranges 
from Php 3,000-10,000 income (Table 23).

According to MAGVIBA President Anoel 
Dollolasa, it has been their practice to 
allocate more or less 10 sacks of rice for 
home consumption to ensure that their 
families would never go hungry, especially 
during the period of community quarantine 
brought about by the ongoing CoViD-19 
pandemic.

A total of 150 sacks were kept for family 
consumption and 45 were saved for the 
next cropping season.

Meanwhile, 15 remaining members with 
rainfed farms are also optimistic for a 
bountiful yield as they are set to harvest 
their crops this mid-September. According 
to Mr. Dollolasa, the farmers waited for the 
onset of the rainy season in June before 
planting.

fertilizers, and insecticides that cost not 
lower than Php 1,000. Now that we have 
the project from SAAD, the agricultural 
inputs we need in our farms were given for 
free. We are all happy and thankful.)

Comparative analysis

Before SAAD, each farmer could only earn 
Php 1,500-2,000 from selling 5-8 sacks of 
palay.  With the provision of agri-inputs 
from SAAD, they were able to gather 14-15 
sacks, giving average income of Php 7,640 
for farmers with 0.4ha rice area and 
Php 8,404 for farmers with 1-2ha in each 
cropping season.

Through the SAAD Program, the harvest of 
the farmers was boosted twofold and their 
income up to threefold.

They even saved up seeds for the next 
cropping season and were also able to kept 
for family consumption.

Plans

To make the SAAD project sustainable, the 
group agreed to pay tariffs worth Php 500 
every time they harvest their rice produce.

As to Mr. Dollolasa, their association’s 
accumulated savings out of their tariff 
collection would be intended for the 

procurement of rice farm tools and rice 
production supplies.

For the next cropping season, MAGVIBA 
farmers were able to save 45 sacks of palay 
which would then be germinated in a small 
lot before they are planted in their 
respective fields.

They are also planning to diversify their rice 
system in rotation with corn and high-value 
crops such as eggplant and squash. ### 
(Christ John Gamarcha)

Challenges

With decades of experience, Mr. Dollolasa 
acknowledged that farming rice is 
inherently risky. One needs to keep crops 
safe from pests, compete with cheaper 
prices, deal with typhoons, and carry most 
of the financial risk.

To cushion the impacts of these risks, 
Mr. Dollolasa regularly reminds his 
members to get prepared and plan before 
production, urges them to scale down when 
they have no capacity, and plans to put in 
place mechanical support.

MAGVIBA members are also proactive in 
enhancing their farming skills by attending 
SAAD training on modern farming 
techniques in July 2021 and forums 
initiated by the Municipal Agriculturist 
Office.

Impact

The MAGVIBA farmers were all thankful for 
being selected as the SAAD beneficiaries 
as the program sparked hope in their 
farming community. According to 
Mr. Dollolasa, they appreciated the effort of 
the government to reach out to farmers like 
them who are living in distant areas.

“Sang nag-�ot ang SAAD 
rugya sa amon, tama �d 
k�ahul ang e�k sa amon 
pan�buhi. Kang una, 
kinahanglan �d namon 
magbak� kang binhi, �uno 
kag insecticide n� may b�i 
n� indi ma�ubo sa �a aka 
libo. Subong n� may SAAD, 
libre n� �nhatag ang m� 
kinahanglanon namon sa amon 
taramnan. N�ipay �d kami 
kag na�p �amat,” he said.
 
(The implementation of the SAAD Program 
in our area has greatly impacted our lives. 
Before, we needed to buy rice seeds, 
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San Remigio rice farmers increase income threefold

September 
17, 2021

About MAGVIBA 
rice farmers

In the hinterlands of San Remigio, 
Antique where development could hardly 
reach, a relatively small group of rice 
farmers sprung in Barangay Magdalena. 

Creating an inclusive group that would 
secure a hunger-free community pushed 
the locals to build an organization which 
was later on named as Magdalena Vilvar 
Baladjay Farmers’ Association (MAGVIBA).

In 2008, the local government unit 
through the Municipal Agriculturist’s Office 
encouraged the MAGVIBA farmers to 
register themselves as an association to 
the Department of Labor and Employment 
(DOLE).

They eventually became eligible as a 
beneficiary of the SAAD Program in 2021. 

Prior to the provision of agri-inputs, a 
series of social preparation activities and 
technical training on rice production were 
also done.

Rice production and 
management

Rice production is the main source 
of income in the area cultivated in 

two different ecosystems, the rainfed 
and irrigated which allow the farmers to be 
able to produce their crop twice a year. In 
rainfed, the bunded fields that are flooded 
with rainwater are ploughed by a buffalo to 
a depth of 70-100 millimeter, repeated 3-6 
weeks later after which the fields are 
harrowed. For the irrigated land, the rice is 
grown in paddies with erected bunds 
created to keep water on the fields during 
tillage.

In harvesting, the technique remains 
manual since farmers have little to no 
access to any form of postharvest 
equipment. They manually cut the crops 
with their sickle and tied in sheaths, of 
which the farmers said that the whole 
process is time labor intensive.

However, their rice farms did not guarantee 
them good fortune. In each 0.4 to a hectare 
rice area, they could only harvest a 
maximum of 5-8 sacks, either kept for 
consumption and marketed in the lowland 
areas and in their neighborhood, giving 
them Php 1,500-2000.

Results in twofold after implementation 
of SAAD’s rice project

The MAGVIBA has 30 members partaking 
in the SAAD’s FY 2021 Rice Production 
Project worth Php 335,625. They are tilling 
a total area of 12 hectares (ha) with each 
farmer having 0.4 to 1ha production area.

In March 2021, interventions such as 30 
bags of certified rice seeds, 60 bags of 
inorganic fertilizer, 15 liters of insecticide, 
15 liters of herbicide, and 15 liters of 
fungicide were delivered to the association. 
The group is also set to receive a hand 
tractor with rotavator within the third quarter 
of 2021.

After four months of cultivating their fields, 
15 members who have irrigated rice area 
were boosted twofold by SAAD’s provision 
of certified rice seeds and various 
agricultural inputs. A total of 16.2 metric 
tons (mt) of rice or 407 sacks 
(approximately 40 kilograms/sack) were 
harvested in their first cropping, each 
farmer was able to sell at least 14 sacks of 

palay.

In a consolidated report from 
the total palay harvest, 212 
sacks were sold at the town 
market at Php 13-14.50/kg, resulting in 
a Php 118,720 income. Each farmer ranges 
from Php 3,000-10,000 income (Table 23).

According to MAGVIBA President Anoel 
Dollolasa, it has been their practice to 
allocate more or less 10 sacks of rice for 
home consumption to ensure that their 
families would never go hungry, especially 
during the period of community quarantine 
brought about by the ongoing CoViD-19 
pandemic.

A total of 150 sacks were kept for family 
consumption and 45 were saved for the 
next cropping season.

Meanwhile, 15 remaining members with 
rainfed farms are also optimistic for a 
bountiful yield as they are set to harvest 
their crops this mid-September. According 
to Mr. Dollolasa, the farmers waited for the 
onset of the rainy season in June before 
planting.

continue to next page

fertilizers, and insecticides that cost not 
lower than Php 1,000. Now that we have 
the project from SAAD, the agricultural 
inputs we need in our farms were given for 
free. We are all happy and thankful.)

Comparative analysis

Before SAAD, each farmer could only earn 
Php 1,500-2,000 from selling 5-8 sacks of 
palay.  With the provision of agri-inputs 
from SAAD, they were able to gather 14-15 
sacks, giving average income of Php 7,640 
for farmers with 0.4ha rice area and 
Php 8,404 for farmers with 1-2ha in each 
cropping season.

Through the SAAD Program, the harvest of 
the farmers was boosted twofold and their 
income up to threefold.

They even saved up seeds for the next 
cropping season and were also able to kept 
for family consumption.

Plans

To make the SAAD project sustainable, the 
group agreed to pay tariffs worth Php 500 
every time they harvest their rice produce.

As to Mr. Dollolasa, their association’s 
accumulated savings out of their tariff 
collection would be intended for the 

procurement of rice farm tools and rice 
production supplies.

For the next cropping season, MAGVIBA 
farmers were able to save 45 sacks of palay 
which would then be germinated in a small 
lot before they are planted in their 
respective fields.

They are also planning to diversify their rice 
system in rotation with corn and high-value 
crops such as eggplant and squash. ### 
(Christ John Gamarcha)

Challenges

With decades of experience, Mr. Dollolasa 
acknowledged that farming rice is 
inherently risky. One needs to keep crops 
safe from pests, compete with cheaper 
prices, deal with typhoons, and carry most 
of the financial risk.

To cushion the impacts of these risks, 
Mr. Dollolasa regularly reminds his 
members to get prepared and plan before 
production, urges them to scale down when 
they have no capacity, and plans to put in 
place mechanical support.

MAGVIBA members are also proactive in 
enhancing their farming skills by attending 
SAAD training on modern farming 
techniques in July 2021 and forums 
initiated by the Municipal Agriculturist 
Office.

Impact

The MAGVIBA farmers were all thankful for 
being selected as the SAAD beneficiaries 
as the program sparked hope in their 
farming community. According to 
Mr. Dollolasa, they appreciated the effort of 
the government to reach out to farmers like 
them who are living in distant areas.

“Sang nag-�ot ang SAAD 
rugya sa amon, tama �d 
k�ahul ang e�k sa amon 
pan�buhi. Kang una, 
kinahanglan �d namon 
magbak� kang binhi, �uno 
kag insecticide n� may b�i 
n� indi ma�ubo sa �a aka 
libo. Subong n� may SAAD, 
libre n� �nhatag ang m� 
kinahanglanon namon sa amon 
taramnan. N�ipay �d kami 
kag na�p �amat,” he said.
 
(The implementation of the SAAD Program 
in our area has greatly impacted our lives. 
Before, we needed to buy rice seeds, 
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September 
17, 2021

About MAGVIBA 
rice farmers

In the hinterlands of San Remigio, 
Antique where development could hardly 
reach, a relatively small group of rice 
farmers sprung in Barangay Magdalena. 

Creating an inclusive group that would 
secure a hunger-free community pushed 
the locals to build an organization which 
was later on named as Magdalena Vilvar 
Baladjay Farmers’ Association (MAGVIBA).

In 2008, the local government unit 
through the Municipal Agriculturist’s Office 
encouraged the MAGVIBA farmers to 
register themselves as an association to 
the Department of Labor and Employment 
(DOLE).

They eventually became eligible as a 
beneficiary of the SAAD Program in 2021. 

Prior to the provision of agri-inputs, a 
series of social preparation activities and 
technical training on rice production were 
also done.

Rice production and 
management

Rice production is the main source 
of income in the area cultivated in 

two different ecosystems, the rainfed 
and irrigated which allow the farmers to be 
able to produce their crop twice a year. In 
rainfed, the bunded fields that are flooded 
with rainwater are ploughed by a buffalo to 
a depth of 70-100 millimeter, repeated 3-6 
weeks later after which the fields are 
harrowed. For the irrigated land, the rice is 
grown in paddies with erected bunds 
created to keep water on the fields during 
tillage.

In harvesting, the technique remains 
manual since farmers have little to no 
access to any form of postharvest 
equipment. They manually cut the crops 
with their sickle and tied in sheaths, of 
which the farmers said that the whole 
process is time labor intensive.

However, their rice farms did not guarantee 
them good fortune. In each 0.4 to a hectare 
rice area, they could only harvest a 
maximum of 5-8 sacks, either kept for 
consumption and marketed in the lowland 
areas and in their neighborhood, giving 
them Php 1,500-2000.

Results in twofold after implementation 
of SAAD’s rice project

The MAGVIBA has 30 members partaking 
in the SAAD’s FY 2021 Rice Production 
Project worth Php 335,625. They are tilling 
a total area of 12 hectares (ha) with each 
farmer having 0.4 to 1ha production area.

In March 2021, interventions such as 30 
bags of certified rice seeds, 60 bags of 
inorganic fertilizer, 15 liters of insecticide, 
15 liters of herbicide, and 15 liters of 
fungicide were delivered to the association. 
The group is also set to receive a hand 
tractor with rotavator within the third quarter 
of 2021.

After four months of cultivating their fields, 
15 members who have irrigated rice area 
were boosted twofold by SAAD’s provision 
of certified rice seeds and various 
agricultural inputs. A total of 16.2 metric 
tons (mt) of rice or 407 sacks 
(approximately 40 kilograms/sack) were 
harvested in their first cropping, each 
farmer was able to sell at least 14 sacks of 

palay.

In a consolidated report from 
the total palay harvest, 212 
sacks were sold at the town 
market at Php 13-14.50/kg, resulting in 
a Php 118,720 income. Each farmer ranges 
from Php 3,000-10,000 income (Table 23).

According to MAGVIBA President Anoel 
Dollolasa, it has been their practice to 
allocate more or less 10 sacks of rice for 
home consumption to ensure that their 
families would never go hungry, especially 
during the period of community quarantine 
brought about by the ongoing CoViD-19 
pandemic.

A total of 150 sacks were kept for family 
consumption and 45 were saved for the 
next cropping season.

Meanwhile, 15 remaining members with 
rainfed farms are also optimistic for a 
bountiful yield as they are set to harvest 
their crops this mid-September. According 
to Mr. Dollolasa, the farmers waited for the 
onset of the rainy season in June before 
planting.

fertilizers, and insecticides that cost not 
lower than Php 1,000. Now that we have 
the project from SAAD, the agricultural 
inputs we need in our farms were given for 
free. We are all happy and thankful.)

Comparative analysis

Before SAAD, each farmer could only earn 
Php 1,500-2,000 from selling 5-8 sacks of 
palay.  With the provision of agri-inputs 
from SAAD, they were able to gather 14-15 
sacks, giving average income of Php 7,640 
for farmers with 0.4ha rice area and 
Php 8,404 for farmers with 1-2ha in each 
cropping season.

MAGVIBA 
farmers 

Production 
Area 
(ha) 

Volume of 
Total Palay 

Harvest 
(sack) 

Volume of Palay 
kept for 

Consumption 
(sack) 

Volume of Palay 
kept for Next 

Cropping 
(sack) 

Volume of 
Palay Sold 
(40kg/sack) 

Sales 
(Php 13-
14.50/kg) 

Farmer 1 1.6 25 10 2 13 7,540.00 

Farmer 2 0.4 28 10 2 16 9,280.00 

Farmer 3 0.4 27 10 3 14 8,120.00 

Farmer 4 0.4 26 10 2 14 8,120.00 

Farmer 5 1.7 23 10 1 12 6,960.00 

Farmer 6 0.4 28 10 2 16 9,280.00 

Farmer 7 0.4 30 10 4 16 9,280.00 

Farmer 8 1 31 10 2 19 9,880.00 

Farmer 9 0.4 25 10 4 11 6,140.64 

Farmer 10 1.7 28 10 4 14 7,560.00 

Farmer 11 0.4 34 10 5 19 9,880.00 

Farmer 12 0.4 21 10 5 6 3,600.00 

Farmer 13 0.4 25 10 2 13 7,280.00 

Farmer 14 0.4 26 10 5 11 5,720.00 

Farmer 15 2 30 10 2 18 10,080.00 

Total 12 407 150 45 212   118,720.64 
 

Through the SAAD Program, the harvest of 
the farmers was boosted twofold and their 
income up to threefold.

They even saved up seeds for the next 
cropping season and were also able to kept 
for family consumption.

Plans

To make the SAAD project sustainable, the 
group agreed to pay tariffs worth Php 500 
every time they harvest their rice produce.

As to Mr. Dollolasa, their association’s 
accumulated savings out of their tariff 
collection would be intended for the 

procurement of rice farm tools and rice 
production supplies.

For the next cropping season, MAGVIBA 
farmers were able to save 45 sacks of palay 
which would then be germinated in a small 
lot before they are planted in their 
respective fields.

They are also planning to diversify their rice 
system in rotation with corn and high-value 
crops such as eggplant and squash. ### 
(Christ John Gamarcha)

Table 23. MAGVIBA’s Rice Production Harvest and Income (15 members)

Challenges

With decades of experience, Mr. Dollolasa 
acknowledged that farming rice is 
inherently risky. One needs to keep crops 
safe from pests, compete with cheaper 
prices, deal with typhoons, and carry most 
of the financial risk.

To cushion the impacts of these risks, 
Mr. Dollolasa regularly reminds his 
members to get prepared and plan before 
production, urges them to scale down when 
they have no capacity, and plans to put in 
place mechanical support.

MAGVIBA members are also proactive in 
enhancing their farming skills by attending 
SAAD training on modern farming 
techniques in July 2021 and forums 
initiated by the Municipal Agriculturist 
Office.

Impact

The MAGVIBA farmers were all thankful for 
being selected as the SAAD beneficiaries 
as the program sparked hope in their 
farming community. According to 
Mr. Dollolasa, they appreciated the effort of 
the government to reach out to farmers like 
them who are living in distant areas.

“Sang nag-�ot ang SAAD 
rugya sa amon, tama �d 
k�ahul ang e�k sa amon 
pan�buhi. Kang una, 
kinahanglan �d namon 
magbak� kang binhi, �uno 
kag insecticide n� may b�i 
n� indi ma�ubo sa �a aka 
libo. Subong n� may SAAD, 
libre n� �nhatag ang m� 
kinahanglanon namon sa amon 
taramnan. N�ipay �d kami 
kag na�p �amat,” he said.
 
(The implementation of the SAAD Program 
in our area has greatly impacted our lives. 
Before, we needed to buy rice seeds, 
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About MAGVIBA 
rice farmers

In the hinterlands of San Remigio, 
Antique where development could hardly 
reach, a relatively small group of rice 
farmers sprung in Barangay Magdalena. 

Creating an inclusive group that would 
secure a hunger-free community pushed 
the locals to build an organization which 
was later on named as Magdalena Vilvar 
Baladjay Farmers’ Association (MAGVIBA).

In 2008, the local government unit 
through the Municipal Agriculturist’s Office 
encouraged the MAGVIBA farmers to 
register themselves as an association to 
the Department of Labor and Employment 
(DOLE).

They eventually became eligible as a 
beneficiary of the SAAD Program in 2021. 

Prior to the provision of agri-inputs, a 
series of social preparation activities and 
technical training on rice production were 
also done.

Rice production and 
management

Rice production is the main source 
of income in the area cultivated in 

two different ecosystems, the rainfed 
and irrigated which allow the farmers to be 
able to produce their crop twice a year. In 
rainfed, the bunded fields that are flooded 
with rainwater are ploughed by a buffalo to 
a depth of 70-100 millimeter, repeated 3-6 
weeks later after which the fields are 
harrowed. For the irrigated land, the rice is 
grown in paddies with erected bunds 
created to keep water on the fields during 
tillage.

In harvesting, the technique remains 
manual since farmers have little to no 
access to any form of postharvest 
equipment. They manually cut the crops 
with their sickle and tied in sheaths, of 
which the farmers said that the whole 
process is time labor intensive.

However, their rice farms did not guarantee 
them good fortune. In each 0.4 to a hectare 
rice area, they could only harvest a 
maximum of 5-8 sacks, either kept for 
consumption and marketed in the lowland 
areas and in their neighborhood, giving 
them Php 1,500-2000.

Results in twofold after implementation 
of SAAD’s rice project

The MAGVIBA has 30 members partaking 
in the SAAD’s FY 2021 Rice Production 
Project worth Php 335,625. They are tilling 
a total area of 12 hectares (ha) with each 
farmer having 0.4 to 1ha production area.

In March 2021, interventions such as 30 
bags of certified rice seeds, 60 bags of 
inorganic fertilizer, 15 liters of insecticide, 
15 liters of herbicide, and 15 liters of 
fungicide were delivered to the association. 
The group is also set to receive a hand 
tractor with rotavator within the third quarter 
of 2021.

After four months of cultivating their fields, 
15 members who have irrigated rice area 
were boosted twofold by SAAD’s provision 
of certified rice seeds and various 
agricultural inputs. A total of 16.2 metric 
tons (mt) of rice or 407 sacks 
(approximately 40 kilograms/sack) were 
harvested in their first cropping, each 
farmer was able to sell at least 14 sacks of 

palay.

In a consolidated report from 
the total palay harvest, 212 
sacks were sold at the town 
market at Php 13-14.50/kg, resulting in 
a Php 118,720 income. Each farmer ranges 
from Php 3,000-10,000 income (Table 23).

According to MAGVIBA President Anoel 
Dollolasa, it has been their practice to 
allocate more or less 10 sacks of rice for 
home consumption to ensure that their 
families would never go hungry, especially 
during the period of community quarantine 
brought about by the ongoing CoViD-19 
pandemic.

A total of 150 sacks were kept for family 
consumption and 45 were saved for the 
next cropping season.

Meanwhile, 15 remaining members with 
rainfed farms are also optimistic for a 
bountiful yield as they are set to harvest 
their crops this mid-September. According 
to Mr. Dollolasa, the farmers waited for the 
onset of the rainy season in June before 
planting.

fertilizers, and insecticides that cost not 
lower than Php 1,000. Now that we have 
the project from SAAD, the agricultural 
inputs we need in our farms were given for 
free. We are all happy and thankful.)

Comparative analysis

Before SAAD, each farmer could only earn 
Php 1,500-2,000 from selling 5-8 sacks of 
palay.  With the provision of agri-inputs 
from SAAD, they were able to gather 14-15 
sacks, giving average income of Php 7,640 
for farmers with 0.4ha rice area and 
Php 8,404 for farmers with 1-2ha in each 
cropping season.

Through the SAAD Program, the harvest of 
the farmers was boosted twofold and their 
income up to threefold.

They even saved up seeds for the next 
cropping season and were also able to kept 
for family consumption.

Plans

To make the SAAD project sustainable, the 
group agreed to pay tariffs worth Php 500 
every time they harvest their rice produce.

As to Mr. Dollolasa, their association’s 
accumulated savings out of their tariff 
collection would be intended for the 

procurement of rice farm tools and rice 
production supplies.

For the next cropping season, MAGVIBA 
farmers were able to save 45 sacks of palay 
which would then be germinated in a small 
lot before they are planted in their 
respective fields.

They are also planning to diversify their rice 
system in rotation with corn and high-value 
crops such as eggplant and squash. ### 
(Christ John Gamarcha)

Challenges

With decades of experience, Mr. Dollolasa 
acknowledged that farming rice is 
inherently risky. One needs to keep crops 
safe from pests, compete with cheaper 
prices, deal with typhoons, and carry most 
of the financial risk.

To cushion the impacts of these risks, 
Mr. Dollolasa regularly reminds his 
members to get prepared and plan before 
production, urges them to scale down when 
they have no capacity, and plans to put in 
place mechanical support.

MAGVIBA members are also proactive in 
enhancing their farming skills by attending 
SAAD training on modern farming 
techniques in July 2021 and forums 
initiated by the Municipal Agriculturist 
Office.

Impact

The MAGVIBA farmers were all thankful for 
being selected as the SAAD beneficiaries 
as the program sparked hope in their 
farming community. According to 
Mr. Dollolasa, they appreciated the effort of 
the government to reach out to farmers like 
them who are living in distant areas.

“Sang nag-�ot ang SAAD 
rugya sa amon, tama �d 
k�ahul ang e�k sa amon 
pan�buhi. Kang una, 
kinahanglan �d namon 
magbak� kang binhi, �uno 
kag insecticide n� may b�i 
n� indi ma�ubo sa �a aka 
libo. Subong n� may SAAD, 
libre n� �nhatag ang m� 
kinahanglanon namon sa amon 
taramnan. N�ipay �d kami 
kag na�p �amat,” he said.
 
(The implementation of the SAAD Program 
in our area has greatly impacted our lives. 
Before, we needed to buy rice seeds, 

Panaon farmer earns Php 33K from 
Corn Production Project

September 10, 2021

Lino Ambag, a hardworking farmer in 
Panaon, Misamis Occidental, became a 
beneficiary of the Department of 
Agriculture-Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program in 2020. 
As one of the 200 members of the Panaon 
SAAD Farmer’s Association, he received 
the Corn Production Project.

Before SAAD, Mr. Ambag shared the 
hardships his family faced. There were 
days they were unable to sustain their farm 
because they didn’t have money to buy 
inputs like fertilizers, seeds, and garden 
tools. He had to jump from tilling his land to 
laboring in other people’s farms just to 
make ends meet and provide for his 
children’s education.

Project implementation

Mr. Ambag was granted with Php 20,177 
worth of agricultural inputs – 9 kilograms 
(kg) of Open-Pollinated Variety (OPV) corn 
seeds, 9 bags of inorganic fertilizer, 20 
bags of organic fertilizer, a water drum, and 
garden tools set (light hoe, shovel, 
sprinkler, and weeding bolo).

In January 2020, he planted the corn seeds 
in his 0.5-hectare land area.

After four months, he gathered 600kg of 
corn harvest of which 280kg were sold at 
Php 20/kg, giving him earnings of Php 
5,600.

Following his next harvest, he had a gross 
income of Php 9,000 from selling 450kg of 
corn at Php 20/kg.

In his May to August 2021 cropping, he 
earned Php 18,600 for 600kg corn sold at 
Php 31/kg.

Since OPV seeds can be replanted, he 
saved 10kg each harvest to continue his 
corn production. OPV seeds can be reused 
for a maximum of three seasons without 
significant yield loss.

From his first to third cropping, he already 
had Php 33,200 revenue from selling milled 
corn in sari-sari stores and houses (Table 
24).

Mr. Ambag shared that he preferred to sell 
the corn milled at Php 20-31/kg compared 
to grain at Php 8/kg. He did not market all 
harvest because he set aside for family 
consumption.

Problems encountered and 
solutions made

During his cropping seasons, Mr. Ambag’s 
farm was attacked with a dreaded pest, the 
Fall Armyworms (FAW) which migrate from 
place to place, feeding on the leaves, 
stems, and the reproductive parts of more 
than 100 plant species causing major 
damage to the crops.

FAW cannot be easily detected unless the 
field has a history of infestation or the 
growers pay close attention to the 
timeliness of the crop’s planting season.

Early detection of the infestation will allow 
more effective pest control. One of which is 
by looking at the corn’s stem and checking 
if it has deteriorated. It can be treated fast 
using pesticide or organic ingredients as an 
alternative way.

Mr. Ambag detected the FAW earlier, so he 
immediately reported to the Provincial 
Operations Center (POC) in Misamis 
Occidental and was given free pesticides 
from the Municipal Agriculture Office of 
Panaon.

Plans

This year, the SAAD Program has 
committed to Panaon farmers, including 
Mr. Ambag, additional OPV white corn 
seeds as well as organic and inorganic 
fertilizers. With the additional inputs, Mr. 
Ambag will expand his corn plantation to 
another 0.5ha.

Although he already stored 10kg of corn 
seeds from his last harvest, he plans to wait 
for the inputs to be distributed in October 
before planting again.

His income from the previous production 
cycles will also be used to sustain his farm 
and continue his livelihood beyond the 
years. ### (Ruth Esther Bermundo)

Date Planted Date of Harvest Volume of 
Harvest 

(kg) 

Price/kg 
(Php) 

Sold 
(kg) 

Gross Income 
(Php) 

May 20, 2021 August 20, 2021 600 20.00 280 5,600.00 

September 20, 2021 December 20, 2021 650 20.00 450 9,000.00 

May 21, 2021 August 21, 2021 1000 31.00 600 18,600.00 

Total 33,200.00 
 

Table 24. Lino Ambag’s Corn Production Income
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24 Alamada farmers bag Php 1.5M
income from corn harvest

August 13, 2021

COTABATO, August 11, 2021 – Twenty-four 
members of the 993 Farmers Association 
from Barangay Guiling, Alamada, Cotabato 
earned Php 1,597,904.20 million net 
income after harvesting 2,105 bags or 
134,172 kilograms (kg) of yellow corn from 
their 58 hectares on August 10. 

The harvests which were sold at 
Php 17-18/kg had a gross income of 
Php 2,286,263.20. The total expense of the 
group was Php 688,359 covering land 
preparation, weeding, and labor. 

The group’s harvest is under the 
Php 446,750 Integrated Corn Production 
of the Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program of FY 2021.

In April, the group received hybrid corn 
seeds (50 bags), urea fertilizers (50 bags), 
complete fertilizers (50 bags), 
battery-operated knapsack sprayers (5 
units), pinakbet seeds (110 packs), shovels 
(5 pieces), and bolos (25 pieces). 

Likewise, on August 3, a corn sheller was 
turned over to complement their production 
project and help them save money from 
postharvest rentals.

“At first, we were hesitant to plant the corn 
because we heard from the other farmers 
that the rats are eating their corn cobs. But I 
pursued and followed my instinct because 
we need to feed our family and pay our 
debts. Thankfully, SAAD staff Josephine 
Ting and the Alamada Agriculture staff 
provide us with proper training to combat 
this rodent infestation,” testified group 
president Nelly Eulogio.

She added, “We are lucky because most of 
our members succeeded and got a higher 
yield in corn. Thank you SAAD for providing 
us with this project, this is the first time we 
have received a project from the 
government. On behalf of the 933 Farmers 
Association, we thank you and pray that 
you will continue to help us.”

Another member, Charlyn Busaing also 
shared that her income from the SAAD 
livelihood helped her pay for her children’s 
school fees and materials for the coming 
school year.

After their corn harvest, most of the 
members are planning to rest their land for 
two months. They will cultivate vegetables 
in their backyard in the meantime. ### 
(Jennifer Valcobero and Mark Anthony 
Marfe)

Sweet Corn production:
Jessie’s livelihood enterprise through 

social media marketing strategy

August 10, 2021

Jessie Doromal, 54, has been a farmer 
since childhood in Kalawit, Zamboanga del 
Norte.

“I am originally from Dapitan City, but when 
I married my wife, we decided to move here 
in barangay Concepcion, municipality of 
Kalawit since my wife’s family owns a small 
area of land here. My wife and I started 
living a new life,” he recounted in the local 
dialect.

Jessie strived hard in life and eventually, 
they began to tend the family farm by 
planting various commodities such as white 
corn and cassava. Soon enough, he also 
planted rubber and coconut.

“We really started with nothing but when I 
became a father of six children, it put a big 
responsibility over my shoulders and I have 
to work harder to provide for my family’s 
needs,” Jessie shared.

Up to now, even when his four sons 
became independent and started their own 
families, Jessie continues to care for his 
farm to support his two daughters who are 
still in college.

Jessie is a member of the Concepcion 
Pangkabuhayan Association, a group 
supported by the Department of Agriculture 
– Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program in Region 9.

The association received the Layer 
Chicken Egg Production Project and Corn 
(Sweet and Glutinous) Production Project in 
2021.

“Our association was inactive before SAAD 
came. We are very grateful that our idle 
group is now teeming with new livelihood 
opportunities,” he said.

In March, he received Php 18,300 worth of 
corn-related agricultural inputs which 
includes 2 kilograms (kg) sweet corn seeds, 
3kg glutinous corn seeds, 5 bags of 
fertilizers (complete, urea, muriate of 
potash and ammo phosphate), and a water 
drum.

Jessie planted the sweet corn in his 
1.2-hectare (ha) land in the first week of 
April.

“Since it was my first time planting sweet 
corn all throughout my journey as a farmer, I 
only planted 1kg to see the results of this 
new commodity, if I will earn from this or 

not,” he explained.

In June, exactly 75 days after Jessie 
planted the sweet corn, he harvested 800kg 
of produce. After five days, Jessie earned 
Php 18,000. “Being happy is an understate-
ment when I harvested them because a 
piece of the fresh corn weighs more than 
half kilogram which I sold at Php 30/kg,” he 
said.

“My friends helped me in selling my harvest 
by posting it on Facebook. I did not have a 
hard time finding customers because they 
bought directly from me,” he added.

“I never thought that I would earn this much 
from this commodity. I am beyond grateful 
to SAAD for letting me experience this 
opportunity. Because of this project, my 
wife and I were able to go to the neighbor-
ing municipalities to sell our produce and 
also it was like our bonding as a couple. For 
the first time in a while, we were able to eat 
outside our home,” he said.

As the school year is fast approaching, 
Jessie saved his income for the enrollment 

of his daughters – one who is taking up a 
course in nursing and another in medical 
technology.

“Looking back to where I was before, I feel 
that all my hard work is paying off and all 
my sacrifices are worth it. Seeing my 
children living in a more comfortable life, I 
learned that through farming, with 
perseverance and determination, you will 
succeed in life,” Jessie claimed.

Jessie is starting his land preparation to 
plant the remaining sweet corn seeds.

“I will continue growing sweet corn because 
I have seen the potential income I will get if 
I expand my farm for this commodity,” he 
firmly said.

The journey of Jessie Doromal proves how 
the SAAD, among other projects and 
programs initiated by the Philippine 
government, facilitates development to the 
farmers by providing them their most 
needed assistance. ### (Aimee Lou 
Madjus)

July 15, 2021

CATANDUANES, July 14, 2021 – 
Catanduanes farmers harvested 82.35 
metric tons (mt) of rice in their first 
cropping season of the year after months of 
agricultural rehabilitation through the 
assistance of the Department of Agriculture 
(DA) – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program.

Rainfed Island Rice Growers Association 
(RIRGA) in Bagamanoc with 15 members 
and the San Roque Palay Association 
(SAROPA) with 50 members in Bato and 
Gigmoto harvested a combined total of 
2,058.75 sacks equivalent to 82.35mt.

Tilling a total area of 36.60 hectares (ha), 
the 65 farmers from said associations 
cultivated the palay seeds allocated to the 
province for rice production under FY 2020.

Farmers harvested 20,120kg in 
Bagamanoc, 30,540kg in Bato, and 
31,690kg in Gigmoto from April to May.

“Mula po sa natanggap ko na isang sako ng 
palay at isang sako na abono na binigay ng 
DA-SAAD, ako po ay nakapag-ani ng 47 
na sako ng palay. Lubos po akong 
nagpapasalamat sa DA-SAAD dahil 
talagang nakakatulong po sa amin itong 
mga binibigay ninyo, at nakakatipid na din 
po kami kahit papaano. Napakalaking 
bagay na po ito para sa isang tulad kong 
magsasaka na nakatira pa sa isla,” shared 
Mr. Jose Villasana, a member of RIRGA 
from Bagamanoc.

[From a sack of palay seeds with fertilizers 
granted by the DA-SAAD, I harvested 47 
sacks. I am truly grateful to the DA-SAAD 
because the interventions served us 
exceedingly, plus, we can save money from 
it. We appreciate the assistance especially 
for a farmer like me, living on a far-flung 

island.]

Most of the farmers’ harvests were allocated 
for food consumption. Some sell their 
harvest to the National Food Authority 
(NFA) at Php19/kg, while others sell it as 
well-milled rice priced at Php50/kg.

From the 82,350kg harvest, only 2,910kg or 
roughly 3.5% of the total harvest were sold 
(Table 25).

While some farmers had bountiful harvests, 
some SAAD farmers were not successful 
this cropping season because of the natural 
calamities hitting the province, causing 
damages to the crops and resulting in low 
or no yield at all.

To address this, the beneficiaries received 
100 sacks of palay seeds (40kg per sack), 
complete fertilizer (50kg per bag), other 
farming materials such as laminated 
sheets, and empty sacks that are allocated 
for FY2021 (Table 26).

The SAROPA members mentioned that the 
distribution is very timely as they are 
starting to prepare their rice fields for the 
second cropping in September. 

The free palay seeds and other 
farming materials are start-ups for 
rice production assistance so 
SAAD farmers can allocate their 
savings on other farming needs 
such as tractor rental, labor fees, 
etc.

By August, the rice farmers will 
undertake SAAD’s training on rice 
production. The training will 
introduce the farmers to efficient 
techniques to successfully 
produce palay, develop marketing 
strategies geared towards 
enterprise development. ### 
(Sarah Jane Taway)
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August 10, 2021

Jessie Doromal, 54, has been a farmer 
since childhood in Kalawit, Zamboanga del 
Norte.

“I am originally from Dapitan City, but when 
I married my wife, we decided to move here 
in barangay Concepcion, municipality of 
Kalawit since my wife’s family owns a small 
area of land here. My wife and I started 
living a new life,” he recounted in the local 
dialect.

Jessie strived hard in life and eventually, 
they began to tend the family farm by 
planting various commodities such as white 
corn and cassava. Soon enough, he also 
planted rubber and coconut.

“We really started with nothing but when I 
became a father of six children, it put a big 
responsibility over my shoulders and I have 
to work harder to provide for my family’s 
needs,” Jessie shared.

Up to now, even when his four sons 
became independent and started their own 
families, Jessie continues to care for his 
farm to support his two daughters who are 
still in college.

Jessie is a member of the Concepcion 
Pangkabuhayan Association, a group 
supported by the Department of Agriculture 
– Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program in Region 9.

The association received the Layer 
Chicken Egg Production Project and Corn 
(Sweet and Glutinous) Production Project in 
2021.

“Our association was inactive before SAAD 
came. We are very grateful that our idle 
group is now teeming with new livelihood 
opportunities,” he said.

In March, he received Php 18,300 worth of 
corn-related agricultural inputs which 
includes 2 kilograms (kg) sweet corn seeds, 
3kg glutinous corn seeds, 5 bags of 
fertilizers (complete, urea, muriate of 
potash and ammo phosphate), and a water 
drum.

Jessie planted the sweet corn in his 
1.2-hectare (ha) land in the first week of 
April.

“Since it was my first time planting sweet 
corn all throughout my journey as a farmer, I 
only planted 1kg to see the results of this 
new commodity, if I will earn from this or 

not,” he explained.

In June, exactly 75 days after Jessie 
planted the sweet corn, he harvested 800kg 
of produce. After five days, Jessie earned 
Php 18,000. “Being happy is an understate-
ment when I harvested them because a 
piece of the fresh corn weighs more than 
half kilogram which I sold at Php 30/kg,” he 
said.

“My friends helped me in selling my harvest 
by posting it on Facebook. I did not have a 
hard time finding customers because they 
bought directly from me,” he added.

“I never thought that I would earn this much 
from this commodity. I am beyond grateful 
to SAAD for letting me experience this 
opportunity. Because of this project, my 
wife and I were able to go to the neighbor-
ing municipalities to sell our produce and 
also it was like our bonding as a couple. For 
the first time in a while, we were able to eat 
outside our home,” he said.

As the school year is fast approaching, 
Jessie saved his income for the enrollment 

of his daughters – one who is taking up a 
course in nursing and another in medical 
technology.

“Looking back to where I was before, I feel 
that all my hard work is paying off and all 
my sacrifices are worth it. Seeing my 
children living in a more comfortable life, I 
learned that through farming, with 
perseverance and determination, you will 
succeed in life,” Jessie claimed.

Jessie is starting his land preparation to 
plant the remaining sweet corn seeds.

“I will continue growing sweet corn because 
I have seen the potential income I will get if 
I expand my farm for this commodity,” he 
firmly said.

The journey of Jessie Doromal proves how 
the SAAD, among other projects and 
programs initiated by the Philippine 
government, facilitates development to the 
farmers by providing them their most 
needed assistance. ### (Aimee Lou 
Madjus)

Catanduanes rice farmers harvest 
82.35mt palay for the first cropping season

July 15, 2021

CATANDUANES, July 14, 2021 – 
Catanduanes farmers harvested 82.35 
metric tons (mt) of rice in their first 
cropping season of the year after months of 
agricultural rehabilitation through the 
assistance of the Department of Agriculture 
(DA) – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program.

Rainfed Island Rice Growers Association 
(RIRGA) in Bagamanoc with 15 members 
and the San Roque Palay Association 
(SAROPA) with 50 members in Bato and 
Gigmoto harvested a combined total of 
2,058.75 sacks equivalent to 82.35mt.

Tilling a total area of 36.60 hectares (ha), 
the 65 farmers from said associations 
cultivated the palay seeds allocated to the 
province for rice production under FY 2020.

Farmers harvested 20,120kg in 
Bagamanoc, 30,540kg in Bato, and 
31,690kg in Gigmoto from April to May.

“Mula po sa natanggap ko na isang sako ng 
palay at isang sako na abono na binigay ng 
DA-SAAD, ako po ay nakapag-ani ng 47 
na sako ng palay. Lubos po akong 
nagpapasalamat sa DA-SAAD dahil 
talagang nakakatulong po sa amin itong 
mga binibigay ninyo, at nakakatipid na din 
po kami kahit papaano. Napakalaking 
bagay na po ito para sa isang tulad kong 
magsasaka na nakatira pa sa isla,” shared 
Mr. Jose Villasana, a member of RIRGA 
from Bagamanoc.

[From a sack of palay seeds with fertilizers 
granted by the DA-SAAD, I harvested 47 
sacks. I am truly grateful to the DA-SAAD 
because the interventions served us 
exceedingly, plus, we can save money from 
it. We appreciate the assistance especially 
for a farmer like me, living on a far-flung 

island.]

Most of the farmers’ harvests were allocated 
for food consumption. Some sell their 
harvest to the National Food Authority 
(NFA) at Php19/kg, while others sell it as 
well-milled rice priced at Php50/kg.

From the 82,350kg harvest, only 2,910kg or 
roughly 3.5% of the total harvest were sold 
(Table 25).

While some farmers had bountiful harvests, 
some SAAD farmers were not successful 
this cropping season because of the natural 
calamities hitting the province, causing 
damages to the crops and resulting in low 
or no yield at all.

To address this, the beneficiaries received 
100 sacks of palay seeds (40kg per sack), 
complete fertilizer (50kg per bag), other 
farming materials such as laminated 
sheets, and empty sacks that are allocated 
for FY2021 (Table 26).

The SAROPA members mentioned that the 
distribution is very timely as they are 
starting to prepare their rice fields for the 
second cropping in September. 

continue to next page

The free palay seeds and other 
farming materials are start-ups for 
rice production assistance so 
SAAD farmers can allocate their 
savings on other farming needs 
such as tractor rental, labor fees, 
etc.

By August, the rice farmers will 
undertake SAAD’s training on rice 
production. The training will 
introduce the farmers to efficient 
techniques to successfully 
produce palay, develop marketing 
strategies geared towards 
enterprise development. ### 
(Sarah Jane Taway)



Farmers 
Association 

Location Land Area 
(ha) 

Members Palay 
Seeds 
(sack) 

Complete 
Fertilizer 

(bag) 

Laminated 
Sheets 

(pc) 

Empty 
Sacks 
(pc) 

Rainfed 
Island Rice 
Growers 
Association 
(RIRGA) 

Suchan, 
Bagamanoc 20 30 30 30 60 1,200 

Kilikilihan, 
San Miguel 12 20 20 20 40 800 

San Roque 
Palay 
Association 
(SAROPA) 

San Roque, 
Bato 

18 23 23 23 46 920 

Cagaray, 
Bato 

7.75 10 10 10 20 400 

Sioron, 
Gigmoto 

20.75 17 17 17 34 690 

Total 78.5 100 100 100 200 4,010 
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July 15, 2021

CATANDUANES, July 14, 2021 – 
Catanduanes farmers harvested 82.35 
metric tons (mt) of rice in their first 
cropping season of the year after months of 
agricultural rehabilitation through the 
assistance of the Department of Agriculture 
(DA) – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program.

Rainfed Island Rice Growers Association 
(RIRGA) in Bagamanoc with 15 members 
and the San Roque Palay Association 
(SAROPA) with 50 members in Bato and 
Gigmoto harvested a combined total of 
2,058.75 sacks equivalent to 82.35mt.

Tilling a total area of 36.60 hectares (ha), 
the 65 farmers from said associations 
cultivated the palay seeds allocated to the 
province for rice production under FY 2020.

Farmers harvested 20,120kg in 
Bagamanoc, 30,540kg in Bato, and 
31,690kg in Gigmoto from April to May.

“Mula po sa natanggap ko na isang sako ng 
palay at isang sako na abono na binigay ng 
DA-SAAD, ako po ay nakapag-ani ng 47 
na sako ng palay. Lubos po akong 
nagpapasalamat sa DA-SAAD dahil 
talagang nakakatulong po sa amin itong 
mga binibigay ninyo, at nakakatipid na din 
po kami kahit papaano. Napakalaking 
bagay na po ito para sa isang tulad kong 
magsasaka na nakatira pa sa isla,” shared 
Mr. Jose Villasana, a member of RIRGA 
from Bagamanoc.

[From a sack of palay seeds with fertilizers 
granted by the DA-SAAD, I harvested 47 
sacks. I am truly grateful to the DA-SAAD 
because the interventions served us 
exceedingly, plus, we can save money from 
it. We appreciate the assistance especially 
for a farmer like me, living on a far-flung 

island.]

Most of the farmers’ harvests were allocated 
for food consumption. Some sell their 
harvest to the National Food Authority 
(NFA) at Php19/kg, while others sell it as 
well-milled rice priced at Php50/kg.

From the 82,350kg harvest, only 2,910kg or 
roughly 3.5% of the total harvest were sold 
(Table 25).

While some farmers had bountiful harvests, 
some SAAD farmers were not successful 
this cropping season because of the natural 
calamities hitting the province, causing 
damages to the crops and resulting in low 
or no yield at all.

To address this, the beneficiaries received 
100 sacks of palay seeds (40kg per sack), 
complete fertilizer (50kg per bag), other 
farming materials such as laminated 
sheets, and empty sacks that are allocated 
for FY2021 (Table 26).

The SAROPA members mentioned that the 
distribution is very timely as they are 
starting to prepare their rice fields for the 
second cropping in September. 

The free palay seeds and other 
farming materials are start-ups for 
rice production assistance so 
SAAD farmers can allocate their 
savings on other farming needs 
such as tractor rental, labor fees, 
etc.

By August, the rice farmers will 
undertake SAAD’s training on rice 
production. The training will 
introduce the farmers to efficient 
techniques to successfully 
produce palay, develop marketing 
strategies geared towards 
enterprise development. ### 
(Sarah Jane Taway)

Farmers 
Association 

Location Land 
Area 
(ha) 

Members Harvest 
(kg) 

Quantity Sold 
(kg) 

Sales 
(Php) 

NFA Well-Milled 
Rice 

NFA 
(Php 19/kg) 

Well-Milled Rice 
(Php 50/kg) 

Rainfed Island Rice 
Growers Association 
(RIRGA) 

Suchan, 
Bagamanoc 

8.2 15 20,120 0 0 0 0 

San Roque Palay 
Association 
(SAROPA) 

San Roque, Bato 9.1 23 20,720 270 0 5,130.00 0 
Cagaray, Bato 4.5 10 9,820 0 0 0 0 
Sioron, Gigmoto 14.8 17 31,690 2,280 360 43,320.00 18,000.00 

Total 36.6 65 82,350 2,550 360 48,450.00 18,000.00 
 

Table 25. Data on Palay Production of SAAD Catanduanes Rice Famers for the First Cropping Season

Table 26. Data on Distribution of Rice Production Inputs for FY 2021 

Note: SAAD farmers are not beneficiaries of the Rice Competitiveness Enhancement Fund (RCEF)

Tatay Edwin’s flight:
From overcoming the odds 

toward a successful life 

July 1, 2021

Just a kilometer away from barangay Salimpuno road 
in Sapang Dalaga, Misamis Occidental lives corn 
farmer Edwin Calapiz, Sr.

At the age of three, Edwin lost both of his parents so 
his aunt Estrella took care of him. When he turned 
five, his life was changed forever. He made sure that 
he helped his aunt with the farm work because it was 
their only source of livelihood.

One day when he was milling corn with the use of a 
traditional equipment, the emery stone unfortunately 
fell on his foot. He and his aunt didn’t have enough 
money to go to the hospital so they let the pain 
subside by taking generic pain medication.

With the lack of professional care, the injury got 
severe and made him a cripple from then on. Being 
disabled did not hinder him from helping with the 
farm. He worked even harder to help make ends 
meet.

For 18 years, Tatay Edwin dedicated his life 
as a corn farmer. In those years, he tended 
a 1.5ha of corn, which he now is an owner.

Currently, he borrowed a 3ha area from his 
friend to plant the corn and vegetable seeds 
he received from the program. In return for 
his kindness, Tatay Edwin would give a 
small portion of his harvest.

Production income

In April 2020, Tatay Edwin harvested from 
his sweet corn, vegetables, and the OPV 
white corn seeds that he received last year 
(Table 28).

At the age of 20, he married the love of his 
life, Caki. They now have four boys; three 
of them are already married and gave Tatay 
Edwin four grandchildren.

In 2019, Sapang Dalaga was chosen as a 
covered municipality of the Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
in Misamis Occidental. A total of 311 
beneficiaries were identified from 15 
barangays.

With Tatay Edwin’s diligence in farming and 
his goal to provide for his family, he was 
chosen to be part of the SAAD Program.

Municipal Agriculture Officer Marchita Intog 
made sure that every beneficiary they 
selected are hardworking and have a deep 
appreciation of the program.

Tatay Edwin’s life as SAAD beneficiary

In the last two years, Tatay Edwin received 
livelihood interventions that were geared 
towards corn production since the town has 
an agricultural area of 10,200 hectares (ha) 
and half of which are designated to corn 
production.

With his produce, he sold 3,680 pieces (pc) 
of sweet corn at Php 9 each and 20 bags of 

milled OPV corn at Php 500/bag.

He earned Php 60,253 which he used for 
his children’s education and payment of his 
motorcycle monthly installment.

To ensure that his vegetables won’t go to 
waste, he loaned a motor vehicle as 
logistics for his products – from his 
neighborhood up to the town’s main market.

Challenges encountered and 
solutions made

A problem he encountered was the weather 
condition. The road would become muddy 
during the rainy season, hindering him from 
selling goods to the market and to his 
neighbors. He worries that his vegetables 
would rot and be damaged if not sold 
immediately.

To address the said problem, Tatay Edwin 
strategized to plant and harvest (when 
marketable enough) his vegetables before 
the rainy season starts.

Knowing the predicament of the farmers in 
the barangay, The barangay chairman and 
other residents submitted their letter of 
intent to avail the Farm-to-Market Road 
(FMR) of the municipality to lessen their 
burden when transporting goods.

Plans

Just this June, Tatay Edwin received five 
free-range chickens (one male and four 
female) from SAAD FY 2020 as part of the 
program’s goal of enhancing the poultry 
production in the province.

Aside from the chicken, he also received 
biologics and electrolytes to boost the 
chicken’s immunity.

He plans to establish a multiplier farm once 
the chickens will lay eggs. He will store the 
eggs at the local government unit’s 

incubator for 21 days.

FY 2020 SAAD Free-Range Chicken 
Production Project

In the municipality, a total of 54 
beneficiaries received 324 chickens 
(54 male and 270 female) amounting to 
Php 120,150.

Under the SAAD 2020 fund amounting to 
Php 4.1 million, the Free-Range Chicken 
Production Project was proposed to cover 
the 17 municipalities stretching to three 
provinces – Bukidnon, Lanao del Norte, 

and Misamis 
Occidental.

This project aims 
to increase 
backyard chicken 
raising which will 
contribute to the 
poultry industry in 
the locality, as well 
as provide an 
additional source 
of income to 
farmers. ### (Ruth 
Esther Bermundo 
and Jennifer 
Valcobero)
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CATANDUANES, July 14, 2021 – 
Catanduanes farmers harvested 82.35 
metric tons (mt) of rice in their first 
cropping season of the year after months of 
agricultural rehabilitation through the 
assistance of the Department of Agriculture 
(DA) – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program.

Rainfed Island Rice Growers Association 
(RIRGA) in Bagamanoc with 15 members 
and the San Roque Palay Association 
(SAROPA) with 50 members in Bato and 
Gigmoto harvested a combined total of 
2,058.75 sacks equivalent to 82.35mt.

Tilling a total area of 36.60 hectares (ha), 
the 65 farmers from said associations 
cultivated the palay seeds allocated to the 
province for rice production under FY 2020.

Farmers harvested 20,120kg in 
Bagamanoc, 30,540kg in Bato, and 
31,690kg in Gigmoto from April to May.

“Mula po sa natanggap ko na isang sako ng 
palay at isang sako na abono na binigay ng 
DA-SAAD, ako po ay nakapag-ani ng 47 
na sako ng palay. Lubos po akong 
nagpapasalamat sa DA-SAAD dahil 
talagang nakakatulong po sa amin itong 
mga binibigay ninyo, at nakakatipid na din 
po kami kahit papaano. Napakalaking 
bagay na po ito para sa isang tulad kong 
magsasaka na nakatira pa sa isla,” shared 
Mr. Jose Villasana, a member of RIRGA 
from Bagamanoc.

[From a sack of palay seeds with fertilizers 
granted by the DA-SAAD, I harvested 47 
sacks. I am truly grateful to the DA-SAAD 
because the interventions served us 
exceedingly, plus, we can save money from 
it. We appreciate the assistance especially 
for a farmer like me, living on a far-flung 

island.]

Most of the farmers’ harvests were allocated 
for food consumption. Some sell their 
harvest to the National Food Authority 
(NFA) at Php19/kg, while others sell it as 
well-milled rice priced at Php50/kg.

From the 82,350kg harvest, only 2,910kg or 
roughly 3.5% of the total harvest were sold 
(Table 25).

While some farmers had bountiful harvests, 
some SAAD farmers were not successful 
this cropping season because of the natural 
calamities hitting the province, causing 
damages to the crops and resulting in low 
or no yield at all.

To address this, the beneficiaries received 
100 sacks of palay seeds (40kg per sack), 
complete fertilizer (50kg per bag), other 
farming materials such as laminated 
sheets, and empty sacks that are allocated 
for FY2021 (Table 26).

The SAROPA members mentioned that the 
distribution is very timely as they are 
starting to prepare their rice fields for the 
second cropping in September. 

The free palay seeds and other 
farming materials are start-ups for 
rice production assistance so 
SAAD farmers can allocate their 
savings on other farming needs 
such as tractor rental, labor fees, 
etc.

By August, the rice farmers will 
undertake SAAD’s training on rice 
production. The training will 
introduce the farmers to efficient 
techniques to successfully 
produce palay, develop marketing 
strategies geared towards 
enterprise development. ### 
(Sarah Jane Taway)
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Just a kilometer away from barangay Salimpuno road 
in Sapang Dalaga, Misamis Occidental lives corn 
farmer Edwin Calapiz, Sr.

At the age of three, Edwin lost both of his parents so 
his aunt Estrella took care of him. When he turned 
five, his life was changed forever. He made sure that 
he helped his aunt with the farm work because it was 
their only source of livelihood.

One day when he was milling corn with the use of a 
traditional equipment, the emery stone unfortunately 
fell on his foot. He and his aunt didn’t have enough 
money to go to the hospital so they let the pain 
subside by taking generic pain medication.

With the lack of professional care, the injury got 
severe and made him a cripple from then on. Being 
disabled did not hinder him from helping with the 
farm. He worked even harder to help make ends 
meet.

For 18 years, Tatay Edwin dedicated his life 
as a corn farmer. In those years, he tended 
a 1.5ha of corn, which he now is an owner.

Currently, he borrowed a 3ha area from his 
friend to plant the corn and vegetable seeds 
he received from the program. In return for 
his kindness, Tatay Edwin would give a 
small portion of his harvest.

Production income

In April 2020, Tatay Edwin harvested from 
his sweet corn, vegetables, and the OPV 
white corn seeds that he received last year 
(Table 28).

At the age of 20, he married the love of his 
life, Caki. They now have four boys; three 
of them are already married and gave Tatay 
Edwin four grandchildren.

In 2019, Sapang Dalaga was chosen as a 
covered municipality of the Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
in Misamis Occidental. A total of 311 
beneficiaries were identified from 15 
barangays.

With Tatay Edwin’s diligence in farming and 
his goal to provide for his family, he was 
chosen to be part of the SAAD Program.

Municipal Agriculture Officer Marchita Intog 
made sure that every beneficiary they 
selected are hardworking and have a deep 
appreciation of the program.

Tatay Edwin’s life as SAAD beneficiary

In the last two years, Tatay Edwin received 
livelihood interventions that were geared 
towards corn production since the town has 
an agricultural area of 10,200 hectares (ha) 
and half of which are designated to corn 
production.

With his produce, he sold 3,680 pieces (pc) 
of sweet corn at Php 9 each and 20 bags of 

milled OPV corn at Php 500/bag.

He earned Php 60,253 which he used for 
his children’s education and payment of his 
motorcycle monthly installment.

To ensure that his vegetables won’t go to 
waste, he loaned a motor vehicle as 
logistics for his products – from his 
neighborhood up to the town’s main market.

Challenges encountered and 
solutions made

A problem he encountered was the weather 
condition. The road would become muddy 
during the rainy season, hindering him from 
selling goods to the market and to his 
neighbors. He worries that his vegetables 
would rot and be damaged if not sold 
immediately.

To address the said problem, Tatay Edwin 
strategized to plant and harvest (when 
marketable enough) his vegetables before 
the rainy season starts.

Knowing the predicament of the farmers in 
the barangay, The barangay chairman and 
other residents submitted their letter of 
intent to avail the Farm-to-Market Road 
(FMR) of the municipality to lessen their 
burden when transporting goods.

Item Description Quantity Cost 

2019 

Organic Fertilizer 14 bags 14,000.00 

14-14-14 Inorganic Fertilizer 1 bag 1,000.00 

Sweet Corn Seeds 1 bag 1,800.00 

Hand Shovel 1 piece 300.00 

Seedling Tray 1 piece 100.00 

Farm Gloves 1 piece 37.00 

Rake 1 piece 300.00 

Spade 1 piece 300.00 

Shovel 1 piece 300.00 

Sprinkler 1 piece 500.00 

Weeding Bolo 1 piece 300.00 

Plastic Drum 1 piece 2,325.58 

Subtotal 21,262.58 

2020 

OPV Corn Seeds 1 bag 1,000.00 

HVCD Seeds 1 pack 150.00 

14-14-14 (Inorganic Fertilizer) 1 bag 1,000.00 

Organic Fertilizer 1 bag 1,000.00 

Subtotal 3,150.00 

Grand Total 24,412.58 
 

Table 27. Tatay Edwin’s SAAD Interventions Received

continue to next page

Plans

Just this June, Tatay Edwin received five 
free-range chickens (one male and four 
female) from SAAD FY 2020 as part of the 
program’s goal of enhancing the poultry 
production in the province.

Aside from the chicken, he also received 
biologics and electrolytes to boost the 
chicken’s immunity.

He plans to establish a multiplier farm once 
the chickens will lay eggs. He will store the 
eggs at the local government unit’s 

incubator for 21 days.

FY 2020 SAAD Free-Range Chicken 
Production Project

In the municipality, a total of 54 
beneficiaries received 324 chickens 
(54 male and 270 female) amounting to 
Php 120,150.

Under the SAAD 2020 fund amounting to 
Php 4.1 million, the Free-Range Chicken 
Production Project was proposed to cover 
the 17 municipalities stretching to three 
provinces – Bukidnon, Lanao del Norte, 

and Misamis 
Occidental.

This project aims 
to increase 
backyard chicken 
raising which will 
contribute to the 
poultry industry in 
the locality, as well 
as provide an 
additional source 
of income to 
farmers. ### (Ruth 
Esther Bermundo 
and Jennifer 
Valcobero)
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Just a kilometer away from barangay Salimpuno road 
in Sapang Dalaga, Misamis Occidental lives corn 
farmer Edwin Calapiz, Sr.

At the age of three, Edwin lost both of his parents so 
his aunt Estrella took care of him. When he turned 
five, his life was changed forever. He made sure that 
he helped his aunt with the farm work because it was 
their only source of livelihood.

One day when he was milling corn with the use of a 
traditional equipment, the emery stone unfortunately 
fell on his foot. He and his aunt didn’t have enough 
money to go to the hospital so they let the pain 
subside by taking generic pain medication.

With the lack of professional care, the injury got 
severe and made him a cripple from then on. Being 
disabled did not hinder him from helping with the 
farm. He worked even harder to help make ends 
meet.

For 18 years, Tatay Edwin dedicated his life 
as a corn farmer. In those years, he tended 
a 1.5ha of corn, which he now is an owner.

Currently, he borrowed a 3ha area from his 
friend to plant the corn and vegetable seeds 
he received from the program. In return for 
his kindness, Tatay Edwin would give a 
small portion of his harvest.

Production income

In April 2020, Tatay Edwin harvested from 
his sweet corn, vegetables, and the OPV 
white corn seeds that he received last year 
(Table 28).

At the age of 20, he married the love of his 
life, Caki. They now have four boys; three 
of them are already married and gave Tatay 
Edwin four grandchildren.

In 2019, Sapang Dalaga was chosen as a 
covered municipality of the Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
in Misamis Occidental. A total of 311 
beneficiaries were identified from 15 
barangays.

With Tatay Edwin’s diligence in farming and 
his goal to provide for his family, he was 
chosen to be part of the SAAD Program.

Municipal Agriculture Officer Marchita Intog 
made sure that every beneficiary they 
selected are hardworking and have a deep 
appreciation of the program.

Tatay Edwin’s life as SAAD beneficiary

In the last two years, Tatay Edwin received 
livelihood interventions that were geared 
towards corn production since the town has 
an agricultural area of 10,200 hectares (ha) 
and half of which are designated to corn 
production.

With his produce, he sold 3,680 pieces (pc) 
of sweet corn at Php 9 each and 20 bags of 

milled OPV corn at Php 500/bag.

He earned Php 60,253 which he used for 
his children’s education and payment of his 
motorcycle monthly installment.

To ensure that his vegetables won’t go to 
waste, he loaned a motor vehicle as 
logistics for his products – from his 
neighborhood up to the town’s main market.

Challenges encountered and 
solutions made

A problem he encountered was the weather 
condition. The road would become muddy 
during the rainy season, hindering him from 
selling goods to the market and to his 
neighbors. He worries that his vegetables 
would rot and be damaged if not sold 
immediately.

To address the said problem, Tatay Edwin 
strategized to plant and harvest (when 
marketable enough) his vegetables before 
the rainy season starts.

Knowing the predicament of the farmers in 
the barangay, The barangay chairman and 
other residents submitted their letter of 
intent to avail the Farm-to-Market Road 
(FMR) of the municipality to lessen their 
burden when transporting goods.

Plans

Just this June, Tatay Edwin received five 
free-range chickens (one male and four 
female) from SAAD FY 2020 as part of the 
program’s goal of enhancing the poultry 
production in the province.

Aside from the chicken, he also received 
biologics and electrolytes to boost the 
chicken’s immunity.

He plans to establish a multiplier farm once 
the chickens will lay eggs. He will store the 
eggs at the local government unit’s 

incubator for 21 days.

FY 2020 SAAD Free-Range Chicken 
Production Project

In the municipality, a total of 54 
beneficiaries received 324 chickens 
(54 male and 270 female) amounting to 
Php 120,150.

Under the SAAD 2020 fund amounting to 
Php 4.1 million, the Free-Range Chicken 
Production Project was proposed to cover 
the 17 municipalities stretching to three 
provinces – Bukidnon, Lanao del Norte, 

Intervention Volume Harvested Price/kg 
(Php) 

Net Income 
(Php) 

Sweet Corn 3,680 pieces 9.00 33,120.00 

Okra 107 kilograms 34.00 3,638.00 

Ampalaya 57 kilograms 57.00 3,249.00 

Squash 105 kilograms 15.00 1,575.00 

Eggplant 126.5 kilograms 27.00 3,415.00 

String Beans 146 kilograms 36.00 5,256.00 

OPV Corn 20 bags (20 kilograms/bag) 500.00 10,000.00 

Total 60,253.00 
 

and Misamis 
Occidental.

This project aims 
to increase 
backyard chicken 
raising which will 
contribute to the 
poultry industry in 
the locality, as well 
as provide an 
additional source 
of income to 
farmers. ### (Ruth 
Esther Bermundo 
and Jennifer 
Valcobero)

Table 28. Tatay Edwin’s Production Income

Gutalac farmer in ZDN expects
to harvest a ton of corn

June 22, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, June 21, 
2021 – Sto. Niño Farmers Association 
president Roni Suma from Gutalac, 
Zamboanga del Norte expects to harvest 
750-1,000 kilograms (kg) of open pollinated 
variety (OPV) corn from his ½-hectare (ha) 
farm by July after a visit conducted by the 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(SAAD) provincial team.

SAAD Provincial Coordinator Ronillo 
Dusaban spearheaded the activity to 
monitor the Corn Production Project 
provided in the area.

Mr. Suma said that he opted to store his 
harvest for their own consumption but if he 
chose to sell the crops, he can sell it as 
bigas or corn grits for Php 32/kg.

In 2020, he received 10kg OPV white corn 
(Php 450), one bag of 50kg ammonium 
phosphate (Php 1,195), and one bag of 
50kg urea (Php 1,095).

“The program has facilitated in making our 
lives more convenient. Every input given to 
us is heaven-sent. We no longer have to 
spend our money on inputs such as seeds 

and fertilizers because they gave it to us,” 
he claimed.

Mr. Suma also disclosed that to sustain 
activities of the association (100 members), 
they agreed to return Php 500 to the 
association after their every other harvest. 
To date, they now have Php 48,000. 
Likewise, the inputs provided are good for 
only one cropping, the members keep the 
seeds from the previous harvest to be used 
for the next cropping season.

Before the DA-SAAD came into existence, 
Mr. Suma said that they cannot afford to 
buy fertilizers for their corn which resulted 
in poor quality of harvest.

“We are very grateful for the packaged 
inputs. We can finally apply fertilizers to our 
farm and I can tell that the result is way 
better than before,” he added.

The DA-SAAD in Zamboanga del Norte 
continues in facilitating change to the lives 
of the poorest of the poor farmers. Sto. Niño 
FA, among other groups, who were once 
helpless and hopeless have now turned into 
empowered farmers. ### (Aimee Lou 
Madjus and Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)

March 31, 2021

About Kibaguio

Kibaguio is a special barangay under 
barangay Langtud in Laak, Davao de Oro 
which belongs to the Geographically 
Isolated and Disadvantaged Areas (GIDA).

Special barangays are communities added 
to an existing barangay. They don’t have an 
official budget and are in floating status, 
awaiting whether the local government will 
fund interventions or not. Thus, there are no 
elected officials, only appointed ones.

Kibaguio is more than an hour and a half 
away from the municipality’s center. With a 
narrow, unpaved provincial road 
compounded by an uphill drive, the area 
can only be accessed with motorcycle and 
four-wheel drive vehicles.

Like a majority of GIDA, network signals 
from major network providers are 
accessible in selected spots, mostly at 
higher places.

Farmers in GIDA like Kibaguio may not 
have been as heavily affected by the 
economic downturn following COVID-19 
restrictions, but they felt its effects.

Alner Sebio’s SAAD project 
implementation

Alner Sebio, a father of six, provides for five 
of his children’s education by volunteering 
for Civilian Active Auxiliary (CAA) and 
serving as the Barangay Agriculture 
Extension Worker (BAEW) in Kibaguio.

Alner and 24 other farmers in the 
municipality of Laak were identified as 
beneficiaries of the Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
in 2020.

In May 2020, each beneficiary received a 
20 kilograms (kg) sack of open-pollinated 
variety (OPV), alongside two components: 
a sack of urea and complete fertilizer worth 
Php 2,502.70.

In August 2020, Alner planted the corn 
seeds in his 0.73-hectare rolling field in 
barangay Kibaguio.

In December 2020, Alner harvested 1,200kg 
of corn which he sold at Php 12/kg and 
earned Php 14,400.

With the money, he was able to enroll his 
eldest, a graduating education student, to a 
private university in Davao City for 
on-the-job training. He also bought a sack 
of rice, various viands, and herbicide for 
land preparation.

Asked about how he achieved a great yield, 
Alner said, “Naghinlo ko sa akoang uma, 
naa kuy gamayng kwarta akoang gisuhulag 
pugas, tapos naa abono nga akoang 
gigamit. Mao ra jud na siya [I cleaned my 
field, I had a small amount of money and 
used it to hire people for sowing, and I used 
the fertilizers given to me. That’s it.]”

“Ok na kaayo na nga abot, since gitanom 
niya sa sloping nga area [His yield was 
more than good, especially since he 
planted it on a sloping hill],” commented 
Engr. Teresita Lucas, Davao de Oro 
Provincial Agriculturist Office’s Corn and 
SAAD Focal Person.

Corn yields depend on the area where the 
crop is planted. In plains, higher yields are 
expected. The PSA in Region 11 estimated 
that in the last quarter of 2020, corn yield 
per hectare in Davao de Oro was at 1.65 
metric tons (mt). 

Alner’s yield was at par with estimate of 
1.64mt/ha.

According to the Philippine Statistics 
Authority (PSA), the average wholesale 
price of white corn grain dropped to 
Php 16.13/kg in the first week of December 
2020 compared to Php 17.02/kg in the 
same period the previous year.

Additionally, the PSA reported in their 
quarterly Palay and Corn Bulletin that 
Davao Region was one of the top three 
regions sharing 69% of the country’s total 
white corn production in October-December 
2020.

Although OPV white corn was meant to be 
replanted, Alner opted not to as the 
emerging rat infestation in Kibaguio 
threatened the next produce.

Instead, he used the herbicides he bought 
to prepare the land for another SAAD 
Region 11 intervention, cardava plantlets. 
The plantlets are due for distribution from 
March to May this year.

“Da�an na �d nat�ang ang 
SAAD diri sa am�ng baran�y. 
Ug hangd karon, 
nagpadayon ang programa, 
pant�ang sa mag-uuma [SAAD 
has been a great help in our barangay. 
Even up to now, the program continues to 
help farmers],” Alner added.

SAAD Region 11’s white corn 
production project

Last year, SAAD Region 11 identified 1,000 
individual beneficiaries from 30 barangays 
in Davao de Oro for its OPV white corn 
production program. With an allotment of a 
little more than Php 2.5 million, 10 out of 11 
municipalities in Davao de Oro received 
the project.

“Ang SAAD Program, ok kaayo! [The SAAD 
program is A-OK!],” Alner enthused, using 
SAAD Region 11’s tagline. “Tanan nilang 

gi-saad, muabot [All of their promises, they 
delivered].”

“Mao juy tuyo sa SAAD Program nga 
matabangan ang atong mag-uuma, ilabi na 
karong panahona [The purpose of the 
SAAD program is to help our farmers, 
especially in these times (of the 
pandemic],” Naomi Lamata, SAAD Region 
11 Focal Person said.

Under the refocusing of SAAD FY 2020 
funds using 3-6-9 approach, all production 
inputs such as seeds and planting 
materials, among others, were prioritized to 
be delivered before June. This was in direct 
response to the government’s commitment 
in providing food among Filipinos amid 
pandemic.

Product pricing in GIDA amid pandemic

Alner’s yield was purchased at Php 12/kg. 
At the time, this was at a disadvantaged 
price. The pandemic affected demand in 
the supply chain, although things are 
looking up in the first quarter of 2021.

Corn was one of Alner’s main income 
generators, alongside coconut and banana. 
He said the latter crops both suffered price 
dips as well. Now, he intends to postpone 
planting corn for the time being and will 
focus on bananas instead.

Even so, he remains optimistic this year. 
“Atimanon namo ug maayo ang proyekto sa 
atong gobyerno para mapuslan. Kay kami 
ra man gihapoy mabulahan [We’ll take care 
of government projects for it to be of use. In 
the end, we are the ones who’ll benefit],” 
Alner said.

“Nalipay jud ko nga ang SAAD, wala man 
silay gipangayo nga bayad, gawas nga 
malipay sila nga nakalista ko sa akoang 
harvest [I am elated that SAAD won’t ask 
for any payment except that I keep records 
of my harvests],” he added.

Farmers in Kibaguio are due to receive 
banana plantlets from SAAD Region 11 as 

part of an overarching livelihood program 
from last year. Alner expects 500 hills of 
cardava plantlets from the program in the 
next few weeks.

This year, the region allocated more than 
Php 400,000 in Kibaguio alone. This 
allotment was divided into Lakatan 
(banana) and Itik Pinas Kayumanggi 
production projects.

Since 2018, SAAD Region 11 has served 6 
special barangays in Davao de Oro, five in 
Laak (Buhi, Dalimdim, Kibaguio, LS 
Sarmiento, and Talle), and one in 
Maragusan (Saranga).

For 2021, a total of Php 4.9 million was 
allotted by the program for the municipality 
of Laak. ### (James Brian Flaga)
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Just a kilometer away from barangay Salimpuno road 
in Sapang Dalaga, Misamis Occidental lives corn 
farmer Edwin Calapiz, Sr.

At the age of three, Edwin lost both of his parents so 
his aunt Estrella took care of him. When he turned 
five, his life was changed forever. He made sure that 
he helped his aunt with the farm work because it was 
their only source of livelihood.

One day when he was milling corn with the use of a 
traditional equipment, the emery stone unfortunately 
fell on his foot. He and his aunt didn’t have enough 
money to go to the hospital so they let the pain 
subside by taking generic pain medication.

With the lack of professional care, the injury got 
severe and made him a cripple from then on. Being 
disabled did not hinder him from helping with the 
farm. He worked even harder to help make ends 
meet.

For 18 years, Tatay Edwin dedicated his life 
as a corn farmer. In those years, he tended 
a 1.5ha of corn, which he now is an owner.

Currently, he borrowed a 3ha area from his 
friend to plant the corn and vegetable seeds 
he received from the program. In return for 
his kindness, Tatay Edwin would give a 
small portion of his harvest.

Production income

In April 2020, Tatay Edwin harvested from 
his sweet corn, vegetables, and the OPV 
white corn seeds that he received last year 
(Table 28).

At the age of 20, he married the love of his 
life, Caki. They now have four boys; three 
of them are already married and gave Tatay 
Edwin four grandchildren.

In 2019, Sapang Dalaga was chosen as a 
covered municipality of the Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
in Misamis Occidental. A total of 311 
beneficiaries were identified from 15 
barangays.

With Tatay Edwin’s diligence in farming and 
his goal to provide for his family, he was 
chosen to be part of the SAAD Program.

Municipal Agriculture Officer Marchita Intog 
made sure that every beneficiary they 
selected are hardworking and have a deep 
appreciation of the program.

Tatay Edwin’s life as SAAD beneficiary

In the last two years, Tatay Edwin received 
livelihood interventions that were geared 
towards corn production since the town has 
an agricultural area of 10,200 hectares (ha) 
and half of which are designated to corn 
production.

With his produce, he sold 3,680 pieces (pc) 
of sweet corn at Php 9 each and 20 bags of 

milled OPV corn at Php 500/bag.

He earned Php 60,253 which he used for 
his children’s education and payment of his 
motorcycle monthly installment.

To ensure that his vegetables won’t go to 
waste, he loaned a motor vehicle as 
logistics for his products – from his 
neighborhood up to the town’s main market.

Challenges encountered and 
solutions made

A problem he encountered was the weather 
condition. The road would become muddy 
during the rainy season, hindering him from 
selling goods to the market and to his 
neighbors. He worries that his vegetables 
would rot and be damaged if not sold 
immediately.

To address the said problem, Tatay Edwin 
strategized to plant and harvest (when 
marketable enough) his vegetables before 
the rainy season starts.

Knowing the predicament of the farmers in 
the barangay, The barangay chairman and 
other residents submitted their letter of 
intent to avail the Farm-to-Market Road 
(FMR) of the municipality to lessen their 
burden when transporting goods.

Plans

Just this June, Tatay Edwin received five 
free-range chickens (one male and four 
female) from SAAD FY 2020 as part of the 
program’s goal of enhancing the poultry 
production in the province.

Aside from the chicken, he also received 
biologics and electrolytes to boost the 
chicken’s immunity.

He plans to establish a multiplier farm once 
the chickens will lay eggs. He will store the 
eggs at the local government unit’s 

incubator for 21 days.

FY 2020 SAAD Free-Range Chicken 
Production Project

In the municipality, a total of 54 
beneficiaries received 324 chickens 
(54 male and 270 female) amounting to 
Php 120,150.

Under the SAAD 2020 fund amounting to 
Php 4.1 million, the Free-Range Chicken 
Production Project was proposed to cover 
the 17 municipalities stretching to three 
provinces – Bukidnon, Lanao del Norte, 

and Misamis 
Occidental.

This project aims 
to increase 
backyard chicken 
raising which will 
contribute to the 
poultry industry in 
the locality, as well 
as provide an 
additional source 
of income to 
farmers. ### (Ruth 
Esther Bermundo 
and Jennifer 
Valcobero)

Dabawenyo GIDA farmer earns
Php 14k from OPV corn

March 31, 2021

About Kibaguio

Kibaguio is a special barangay under 
barangay Langtud in Laak, Davao de Oro 
which belongs to the Geographically 
Isolated and Disadvantaged Areas (GIDA).

Special barangays are communities added 
to an existing barangay. They don’t have an 
official budget and are in floating status, 
awaiting whether the local government will 
fund interventions or not. Thus, there are no 
elected officials, only appointed ones.

Kibaguio is more than an hour and a half 
away from the municipality’s center. With a 
narrow, unpaved provincial road 
compounded by an uphill drive, the area 
can only be accessed with motorcycle and 
four-wheel drive vehicles.

Like a majority of GIDA, network signals 
from major network providers are 
accessible in selected spots, mostly at 
higher places.

Farmers in GIDA like Kibaguio may not 
have been as heavily affected by the 
economic downturn following COVID-19 
restrictions, but they felt its effects.

Alner Sebio’s SAAD project 
implementation

Alner Sebio, a father of six, provides for five 
of his children’s education by volunteering 
for Civilian Active Auxiliary (CAA) and 
serving as the Barangay Agriculture 
Extension Worker (BAEW) in Kibaguio.

Alner and 24 other farmers in the 
municipality of Laak were identified as 
beneficiaries of the Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
in 2020.

In May 2020, each beneficiary received a 
20 kilograms (kg) sack of open-pollinated 
variety (OPV), alongside two components: 
a sack of urea and complete fertilizer worth 
Php 2,502.70.

In August 2020, Alner planted the corn 
seeds in his 0.73-hectare rolling field in 
barangay Kibaguio.

In December 2020, Alner harvested 1,200kg 
of corn which he sold at Php 12/kg and 
earned Php 14,400.

With the money, he was able to enroll his 
eldest, a graduating education student, to a 
private university in Davao City for 
on-the-job training. He also bought a sack 
of rice, various viands, and herbicide for 
land preparation.

Asked about how he achieved a great yield, 
Alner said, “Naghinlo ko sa akoang uma, 
naa kuy gamayng kwarta akoang gisuhulag 
pugas, tapos naa abono nga akoang 
gigamit. Mao ra jud na siya [I cleaned my 
field, I had a small amount of money and 
used it to hire people for sowing, and I used 
the fertilizers given to me. That’s it.]”

“Ok na kaayo na nga abot, since gitanom 
niya sa sloping nga area [His yield was 
more than good, especially since he 
planted it on a sloping hill],” commented 
Engr. Teresita Lucas, Davao de Oro 
Provincial Agriculturist Office’s Corn and 
SAAD Focal Person.

Corn yields depend on the area where the 
crop is planted. In plains, higher yields are 
expected. The PSA in Region 11 estimated 
that in the last quarter of 2020, corn yield 
per hectare in Davao de Oro was at 1.65 
metric tons (mt). 

continue to next page

Alner’s yield was at par with estimate of 
1.64mt/ha.

According to the Philippine Statistics 
Authority (PSA), the average wholesale 
price of white corn grain dropped to 
Php 16.13/kg in the first week of December 
2020 compared to Php 17.02/kg in the 
same period the previous year.

Additionally, the PSA reported in their 
quarterly Palay and Corn Bulletin that 
Davao Region was one of the top three 
regions sharing 69% of the country’s total 
white corn production in October-December 
2020.

Although OPV white corn was meant to be 
replanted, Alner opted not to as the 
emerging rat infestation in Kibaguio 
threatened the next produce.

Instead, he used the herbicides he bought 
to prepare the land for another SAAD 
Region 11 intervention, cardava plantlets. 
The plantlets are due for distribution from 
March to May this year.

“Da�an na �d nat�ang ang 
SAAD diri sa am�ng baran�y. 
Ug hangd karon, 
nagpadayon ang programa, 
pant�ang sa mag-uuma [SAAD 
has been a great help in our barangay. 
Even up to now, the program continues to 
help farmers],” Alner added.

SAAD Region 11’s white corn 
production project

Last year, SAAD Region 11 identified 1,000 
individual beneficiaries from 30 barangays 
in Davao de Oro for its OPV white corn 
production program. With an allotment of a 
little more than Php 2.5 million, 10 out of 11 
municipalities in Davao de Oro received 
the project.

“Ang SAAD Program, ok kaayo! [The SAAD 
program is A-OK!],” Alner enthused, using 
SAAD Region 11’s tagline. “Tanan nilang 

gi-saad, muabot [All of their promises, they 
delivered].”

“Mao juy tuyo sa SAAD Program nga 
matabangan ang atong mag-uuma, ilabi na 
karong panahona [The purpose of the 
SAAD program is to help our farmers, 
especially in these times (of the 
pandemic],” Naomi Lamata, SAAD Region 
11 Focal Person said.

Under the refocusing of SAAD FY 2020 
funds using 3-6-9 approach, all production 
inputs such as seeds and planting 
materials, among others, were prioritized to 
be delivered before June. This was in direct 
response to the government’s commitment 
in providing food among Filipinos amid 
pandemic.

Product pricing in GIDA amid pandemic

Alner’s yield was purchased at Php 12/kg. 
At the time, this was at a disadvantaged 
price. The pandemic affected demand in 
the supply chain, although things are 
looking up in the first quarter of 2021.

Corn was one of Alner’s main income 
generators, alongside coconut and banana. 
He said the latter crops both suffered price 
dips as well. Now, he intends to postpone 
planting corn for the time being and will 
focus on bananas instead.

Even so, he remains optimistic this year. 
“Atimanon namo ug maayo ang proyekto sa 
atong gobyerno para mapuslan. Kay kami 
ra man gihapoy mabulahan [We’ll take care 
of government projects for it to be of use. In 
the end, we are the ones who’ll benefit],” 
Alner said.

“Nalipay jud ko nga ang SAAD, wala man 
silay gipangayo nga bayad, gawas nga 
malipay sila nga nakalista ko sa akoang 
harvest [I am elated that SAAD won’t ask 
for any payment except that I keep records 
of my harvests],” he added.

Farmers in Kibaguio are due to receive 
banana plantlets from SAAD Region 11 as 

part of an overarching livelihood program 
from last year. Alner expects 500 hills of 
cardava plantlets from the program in the 
next few weeks.

This year, the region allocated more than 
Php 400,000 in Kibaguio alone. This 
allotment was divided into Lakatan 
(banana) and Itik Pinas Kayumanggi 
production projects.

Since 2018, SAAD Region 11 has served 6 
special barangays in Davao de Oro, five in 
Laak (Buhi, Dalimdim, Kibaguio, LS 
Sarmiento, and Talle), and one in 
Maragusan (Saranga).

For 2021, a total of Php 4.9 million was 
allotted by the program for the municipality 
of Laak. ### (James Brian Flaga)
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About Kibaguio

Kibaguio is a special barangay under 
barangay Langtud in Laak, Davao de Oro 
which belongs to the Geographically 
Isolated and Disadvantaged Areas (GIDA).

Special barangays are communities added 
to an existing barangay. They don’t have an 
official budget and are in floating status, 
awaiting whether the local government will 
fund interventions or not. Thus, there are no 
elected officials, only appointed ones.

Kibaguio is more than an hour and a half 
away from the municipality’s center. With a 
narrow, unpaved provincial road 
compounded by an uphill drive, the area 
can only be accessed with motorcycle and 
four-wheel drive vehicles.

Like a majority of GIDA, network signals 
from major network providers are 
accessible in selected spots, mostly at 
higher places.

Farmers in GIDA like Kibaguio may not 
have been as heavily affected by the 
economic downturn following COVID-19 
restrictions, but they felt its effects.

Alner Sebio’s SAAD project 
implementation

Alner Sebio, a father of six, provides for five 
of his children’s education by volunteering 
for Civilian Active Auxiliary (CAA) and 
serving as the Barangay Agriculture 
Extension Worker (BAEW) in Kibaguio.

Alner and 24 other farmers in the 
municipality of Laak were identified as 
beneficiaries of the Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
in 2020.

In May 2020, each beneficiary received a 
20 kilograms (kg) sack of open-pollinated 
variety (OPV), alongside two components: 
a sack of urea and complete fertilizer worth 
Php 2,502.70.

In August 2020, Alner planted the corn 
seeds in his 0.73-hectare rolling field in 
barangay Kibaguio.

In December 2020, Alner harvested 1,200kg 
of corn which he sold at Php 12/kg and 
earned Php 14,400.

With the money, he was able to enroll his 
eldest, a graduating education student, to a 
private university in Davao City for 
on-the-job training. He also bought a sack 
of rice, various viands, and herbicide for 
land preparation.

Asked about how he achieved a great yield, 
Alner said, “Naghinlo ko sa akoang uma, 
naa kuy gamayng kwarta akoang gisuhulag 
pugas, tapos naa abono nga akoang 
gigamit. Mao ra jud na siya [I cleaned my 
field, I had a small amount of money and 
used it to hire people for sowing, and I used 
the fertilizers given to me. That’s it.]”

“Ok na kaayo na nga abot, since gitanom 
niya sa sloping nga area [His yield was 
more than good, especially since he 
planted it on a sloping hill],” commented 
Engr. Teresita Lucas, Davao de Oro 
Provincial Agriculturist Office’s Corn and 
SAAD Focal Person.

Corn yields depend on the area where the 
crop is planted. In plains, higher yields are 
expected. The PSA in Region 11 estimated 
that in the last quarter of 2020, corn yield 
per hectare in Davao de Oro was at 1.65 
metric tons (mt). 

Alner’s yield was at par with estimate of 
1.64mt/ha.

According to the Philippine Statistics 
Authority (PSA), the average wholesale 
price of white corn grain dropped to 
Php 16.13/kg in the first week of December 
2020 compared to Php 17.02/kg in the 
same period the previous year.

Additionally, the PSA reported in their 
quarterly Palay and Corn Bulletin that 
Davao Region was one of the top three 
regions sharing 69% of the country’s total 
white corn production in October-December 
2020.

Although OPV white corn was meant to be 
replanted, Alner opted not to as the 
emerging rat infestation in Kibaguio 
threatened the next produce.

Instead, he used the herbicides he bought 
to prepare the land for another SAAD 
Region 11 intervention, cardava plantlets. 
The plantlets are due for distribution from 
March to May this year.

“Da�an na �d nat�ang ang 
SAAD diri sa am�ng baran�y. 
Ug hangd karon, 
nagpadayon ang programa, 
pant�ang sa mag-uuma [SAAD 
has been a great help in our barangay. 
Even up to now, the program continues to 
help farmers],” Alner added.

SAAD Region 11’s white corn 
production project

Last year, SAAD Region 11 identified 1,000 
individual beneficiaries from 30 barangays 
in Davao de Oro for its OPV white corn 
production program. With an allotment of a 
little more than Php 2.5 million, 10 out of 11 
municipalities in Davao de Oro received 
the project.

“Ang SAAD Program, ok kaayo! [The SAAD 
program is A-OK!],” Alner enthused, using 
SAAD Region 11’s tagline. “Tanan nilang 

gi-saad, muabot [All of their promises, they 
delivered].”

“Mao juy tuyo sa SAAD Program nga 
matabangan ang atong mag-uuma, ilabi na 
karong panahona [The purpose of the 
SAAD program is to help our farmers, 
especially in these times (of the 
pandemic],” Naomi Lamata, SAAD Region 
11 Focal Person said.

Under the refocusing of SAAD FY 2020 
funds using 3-6-9 approach, all production 
inputs such as seeds and planting 
materials, among others, were prioritized to 
be delivered before June. This was in direct 
response to the government’s commitment 
in providing food among Filipinos amid 
pandemic.

Product pricing in GIDA amid pandemic

Alner’s yield was purchased at Php 12/kg. 
At the time, this was at a disadvantaged 
price. The pandemic affected demand in 
the supply chain, although things are 
looking up in the first quarter of 2021.

Corn was one of Alner’s main income 
generators, alongside coconut and banana. 
He said the latter crops both suffered price 
dips as well. Now, he intends to postpone 
planting corn for the time being and will 
focus on bananas instead.

Even so, he remains optimistic this year. 
“Atimanon namo ug maayo ang proyekto sa 
atong gobyerno para mapuslan. Kay kami 
ra man gihapoy mabulahan [We’ll take care 
of government projects for it to be of use. In 
the end, we are the ones who’ll benefit],” 
Alner said.

“Nalipay jud ko nga ang SAAD, wala man 
silay gipangayo nga bayad, gawas nga 
malipay sila nga nakalista ko sa akoang 
harvest [I am elated that SAAD won’t ask 
for any payment except that I keep records 
of my harvests],” he added.

Farmers in Kibaguio are due to receive 
banana plantlets from SAAD Region 11 as 

part of an overarching livelihood program 
from last year. Alner expects 500 hills of 
cardava plantlets from the program in the 
next few weeks.

This year, the region allocated more than 
Php 400,000 in Kibaguio alone. This 
allotment was divided into Lakatan 
(banana) and Itik Pinas Kayumanggi 
production projects.

Since 2018, SAAD Region 11 has served 6 
special barangays in Davao de Oro, five in 
Laak (Buhi, Dalimdim, Kibaguio, LS 
Sarmiento, and Talle), and one in 
Maragusan (Saranga).

For 2021, a total of Php 4.9 million was 
allotted by the program for the municipality 
of Laak. ### (James Brian Flaga)
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About Kibaguio

Kibaguio is a special barangay under 
barangay Langtud in Laak, Davao de Oro 
which belongs to the Geographically 
Isolated and Disadvantaged Areas (GIDA).

Special barangays are communities added 
to an existing barangay. They don’t have an 
official budget and are in floating status, 
awaiting whether the local government will 
fund interventions or not. Thus, there are no 
elected officials, only appointed ones.

Kibaguio is more than an hour and a half 
away from the municipality’s center. With a 
narrow, unpaved provincial road 
compounded by an uphill drive, the area 
can only be accessed with motorcycle and 
four-wheel drive vehicles.

Like a majority of GIDA, network signals 
from major network providers are 
accessible in selected spots, mostly at 
higher places.

Farmers in GIDA like Kibaguio may not 
have been as heavily affected by the 
economic downturn following COVID-19 
restrictions, but they felt its effects.

Alner Sebio’s SAAD project 
implementation

Alner Sebio, a father of six, provides for five 
of his children’s education by volunteering 
for Civilian Active Auxiliary (CAA) and 
serving as the Barangay Agriculture 
Extension Worker (BAEW) in Kibaguio.

Alner and 24 other farmers in the 
municipality of Laak were identified as 
beneficiaries of the Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
in 2020.

In May 2020, each beneficiary received a 
20 kilograms (kg) sack of open-pollinated 
variety (OPV), alongside two components: 
a sack of urea and complete fertilizer worth 
Php 2,502.70.

In August 2020, Alner planted the corn 
seeds in his 0.73-hectare rolling field in 
barangay Kibaguio.

In December 2020, Alner harvested 1,200kg 
of corn which he sold at Php 12/kg and 
earned Php 14,400.

With the money, he was able to enroll his 
eldest, a graduating education student, to a 
private university in Davao City for 
on-the-job training. He also bought a sack 
of rice, various viands, and herbicide for 
land preparation.

Asked about how he achieved a great yield, 
Alner said, “Naghinlo ko sa akoang uma, 
naa kuy gamayng kwarta akoang gisuhulag 
pugas, tapos naa abono nga akoang 
gigamit. Mao ra jud na siya [I cleaned my 
field, I had a small amount of money and 
used it to hire people for sowing, and I used 
the fertilizers given to me. That’s it.]”

“Ok na kaayo na nga abot, since gitanom 
niya sa sloping nga area [His yield was 
more than good, especially since he 
planted it on a sloping hill],” commented 
Engr. Teresita Lucas, Davao de Oro 
Provincial Agriculturist Office’s Corn and 
SAAD Focal Person.

Corn yields depend on the area where the 
crop is planted. In plains, higher yields are 
expected. The PSA in Region 11 estimated 
that in the last quarter of 2020, corn yield 
per hectare in Davao de Oro was at 1.65 
metric tons (mt). 

Alner’s yield was at par with estimate of 
1.64mt/ha.

According to the Philippine Statistics 
Authority (PSA), the average wholesale 
price of white corn grain dropped to 
Php 16.13/kg in the first week of December 
2020 compared to Php 17.02/kg in the 
same period the previous year.

Additionally, the PSA reported in their 
quarterly Palay and Corn Bulletin that 
Davao Region was one of the top three 
regions sharing 69% of the country’s total 
white corn production in October-December 
2020.

Although OPV white corn was meant to be 
replanted, Alner opted not to as the 
emerging rat infestation in Kibaguio 
threatened the next produce.

Instead, he used the herbicides he bought 
to prepare the land for another SAAD 
Region 11 intervention, cardava plantlets. 
The plantlets are due for distribution from 
March to May this year.

“Da�an na �d nat�ang ang 
SAAD diri sa am�ng baran�y. 
Ug hangd karon, 
nagpadayon ang programa, 
pant�ang sa mag-uuma [SAAD 
has been a great help in our barangay. 
Even up to now, the program continues to 
help farmers],” Alner added.

SAAD Region 11’s white corn 
production project

Last year, SAAD Region 11 identified 1,000 
individual beneficiaries from 30 barangays 
in Davao de Oro for its OPV white corn 
production program. With an allotment of a 
little more than Php 2.5 million, 10 out of 11 
municipalities in Davao de Oro received 
the project.

“Ang SAAD Program, ok kaayo! [The SAAD 
program is A-OK!],” Alner enthused, using 
SAAD Region 11’s tagline. “Tanan nilang 

gi-saad, muabot [All of their promises, they 
delivered].”

“Mao juy tuyo sa SAAD Program nga 
matabangan ang atong mag-uuma, ilabi na 
karong panahona [The purpose of the 
SAAD program is to help our farmers, 
especially in these times (of the 
pandemic],” Naomi Lamata, SAAD Region 
11 Focal Person said.

Under the refocusing of SAAD FY 2020 
funds using 3-6-9 approach, all production 
inputs such as seeds and planting 
materials, among others, were prioritized to 
be delivered before June. This was in direct 
response to the government’s commitment 
in providing food among Filipinos amid 
pandemic.

Product pricing in GIDA amid pandemic

Alner’s yield was purchased at Php 12/kg. 
At the time, this was at a disadvantaged 
price. The pandemic affected demand in 
the supply chain, although things are 
looking up in the first quarter of 2021.

Corn was one of Alner’s main income 
generators, alongside coconut and banana. 
He said the latter crops both suffered price 
dips as well. Now, he intends to postpone 
planting corn for the time being and will 
focus on bananas instead.

Even so, he remains optimistic this year. 
“Atimanon namo ug maayo ang proyekto sa 
atong gobyerno para mapuslan. Kay kami 
ra man gihapoy mabulahan [We’ll take care 
of government projects for it to be of use. In 
the end, we are the ones who’ll benefit],” 
Alner said.

“Nalipay jud ko nga ang SAAD, wala man 
silay gipangayo nga bayad, gawas nga 
malipay sila nga nakalista ko sa akoang 
harvest [I am elated that SAAD won’t ask 
for any payment except that I keep records 
of my harvests],” he added.

Farmers in Kibaguio are due to receive 
banana plantlets from SAAD Region 11 as 

part of an overarching livelihood program 
from last year. Alner expects 500 hills of 
cardava plantlets from the program in the 
next few weeks.

This year, the region allocated more than 
Php 400,000 in Kibaguio alone. This 
allotment was divided into Lakatan 
(banana) and Itik Pinas Kayumanggi 
production projects.

Since 2018, SAAD Region 11 has served 6 
special barangays in Davao de Oro, five in 
Laak (Buhi, Dalimdim, Kibaguio, LS 
Sarmiento, and Talle), and one in 
Maragusan (Saranga).

For 2021, a total of Php 4.9 million was 
allotted by the program for the municipality 
of Laak. ### (James Brian Flaga)

SAAD Siquijor farmer's dragon fruit 
sold out at Kadiwa Market Day

August 5, 2021

SIQUIJOR, July 21, 2021 – Glen 
Maghanoy, a Department of Agriculture – 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program beneficiary, sold 27.5 
kilograms (kg) of dragon fruit worth 
Php 2,200 at the monthly Kadiwa Market 
Day.

The event is regularly conducted at the 
Province of Siquijor Electric Cooperative 
(PROSIELCO) Solidarity Hall in Nonoc, 
Larena.

On July 6, he also harvested 72kg of 
dragon fruit, gaining Php 5,050 sales. 
Overall, Mr. Maghanoy has harvested 
152kg of dragon fruit since June 2020.

He sold 115.5kg at Php 8,850 while the 
remaining 36.5kg were used for his family’s 
consumption (Table 29).

Glen Maghanoy’s dragon fruit farm

In December 2019, the SAAD Siquijor 
completely delivered Php 225,538 worth of 
inputs under the FY 2019 SAAD Dragon 
Fruit Production Project to Mr. Maghanoy 
(Table 30). He also received a pruning 
shear worth Php 1,000 as support to the 
project in the following year.

Mr. Maghanoy’s 0.25-hectare dragon fruit 
farm in Lazi, Siquijor used to be idle land 
due to its rocky soil. He said he was very 
eager to work out the project as he was 
motivated with the SAAD dragon fruit 
farmers in his barangay. 

His dragon fruit started bearing fruits on 
June 29, 2020, 6 months from planting.

He shared, “Ang pag-maintain sa kalimpyo 
sa akong dragon fruit farm ug padayong 
pag amuma sa akong mga tanum- mao ang 

mga sekreto nako sa akong pag-uma ug 
naghatag kanako ug daghan nga ani.”

(Keeping my dragon fruit farm clean and 
consistently taking care of my plants-these 
are my secrets in farming which gives me a 
bountiful harvest.) 

SAAD helps in marketing

Mr. Maghanoy requests SAAD Siquijor’s 
help to market his dragon fruit. Because of 
the excellent quality of his produce, selling 
dragon fruit is not a challenge. All of the 
harvested dragon fruit were sold out and 
some customers were not even catered. 

The customers who tasted it claimed that it 
was clearly fresh and delicious. They 
already want to order again and wait for the 
next harvest. 

Dragon fruit’s rise to popularity can be 
attributed to its health benefits. 
Health-conscious consumers and those that 
enjoy the light and slightly sweet taste of 
the fruit are the main customers.  

Some of his fruits were directly bought at 
his farm or at the Kadiwa market, while 
some were bought by middlemen who 
export to neighboring provinces like Bohol, 
Negros Oriental, and Cebu.

Mr. Maghanoy’s next harvest schedule is in 
August. SAAD Siquijor, in partnership with 
the Office of the Provincial Agriculture, will 
continue assisting Mr. Maghanoy and other 
farmers by extending help in marketing 
through the Kadiwa Market and other 
channels. ### (Jolina Daño and Natalianne 
Marie Delos Reyes)

Fruits

Harvest Date Volume 
(kg) 

Price 
(Php/kg) 

Sales 
(Php) 

June 2020 16 100.00 1,600.00 

July 4-6, 2021 
62 75.00 4,650.00 
10 40.00 400.00 

July 21, 2021 27.5 80.00 2,200.00 
June 2020 to July 2021 
(personal consumption) 36.5 0 0 

Total 152  8,850.00 
 

Project Inputs Quantity 
(piece) 

Cost 
(Php) 

FY 2019 Dragon Fruit 
Production Project 

Dragon fruit planting materials 630 94,500.00 
Concrete posts 156 124,800.00 
Plastic drum with cover 1 2,506.00 
Sprinkler 1 226.00 
Heavy duty bolo 1 506.00 

Subtotal 222,538.00 
FY 2020 Support to Dragon 
Fruit Production Project 

Pruning shear 1 1,000.00 

Subtotal 1,000.00 
Grand Total 223,538.00 

 

Table 29. Glen Maghanoy’s Dragon fruit sales

Table 30. Glen Maghanoy’s Interventions received under 
the SAAD Dragon Fruit Production Project
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7 Sulu farmers enjoy the fruit of their labor 
in the first year of banana harvest

April 19, 2021

“We’re so happy and blessed because of 
SAAD’s support in our community”, Josefa 
“Ippang” Arman Sali said as she proudly 
showed her new goat which she bought 
through her earnings from the 2019 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program’s Banana Demo Farming project.

“I named this doe Lakatan as a 
remembrance of our first harvest this year. 
Whenever I look at Lakatan, I remember 
how SAAD helped us,” she added.

Ippang and 6 other members of Lupah Abu 
Farmers’ Association (FA) from the 
municipality of Parang, Sulu received the 
project worth Php 173,458 in September 
2019 (Table 31).

The SAAD team delivered 2,000 banana 
suckers, good for 1 hectare (ha). Also 
provided were fertilizers, a grass cutter, a 
power sprayer, and perforated bags.

Each beneficiary is in charge of caring for 
50 banana trees planted in 1ha area owned 
by one of the group members.

“Sometimes we find it fun managing our 
trees, it seems like we’re having friendly 
competition in cleaning our banana 
plantation” said Ippang.

The association started harvesting on 
February 16 and sold 10 bunches worth 
Php 3,000 (Php 300/bunch).

For her second harvest, Ippang sold 12 
bunches of bananas priced at Php 450 per 
bunch.

The farmers made an agreement with the 
middleman who bought their previous 
harvest to be regular suppliers of bananas.

SAAD Area Coordinator Alkhatemar “Al” 
Sangkula also introduced the other SAAD 
groups with Banana Demo Farming to the 
middleman as possible additional suppliers 
of the fruit.

Table 31. Inputs received by the Lupah Abu Farmers’ 
Association from SAAD

The Lupah Abu FA has a clear arrangement 
that they will equally divide their income 
from the banana.

The association plans to 
expand their banana 
plantation by planting more 
banana suckers. They will 
also buy cattle to help them in 
plowing, and goats for 
breeding and additional 
income.

“On behalf of my co-farmers 
we would like to extend our 
gratitude to Sir Al for guiding 
us continuously since day 
one,” said Ippang.

Aside from Parang, the 
DA-SAAD Program in Sulu is 
currently implementing 
Php 1,734,580 worth of 
Banana Demo Farm projects 
in the municipalities of 
Talipao, Maimbung, 
Panamao, and Indanan, 
benefiting 7 groups with more 
or less 100 members per FA. 
### (Shara Malaica Ussam 
and Natalianne Marie Delos 
Reyes)

Inputs Quantity Cost 
(Php) 

Banana Suckers 1,000 pieces 36,000.00 
Fertilizers 

Calcium Nitrate 3 bags 6,000.00 
16-16-16 5 bags 9,800.00 
Complete 4 bags 7,840.00 
14-14-14 4 bags 6,400.00 
Foliar 2 bags 1,290.00 
Muriate of Potash 5 bags 7,950.00 
Urea 5 bags 7,950.00 
Chemical 5 bags 19,728.00 

Power Sprayer 1 unit 30,000.00 
Grass Cutter 1 unit 18,000.00 
Barb Wire 6 rolls 12,000.00 
Perforated Bag 35 kilograms 10,500.00 
Total 173,458.00 
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Dragon Fruit Farm: A farmer’s dream 
comes true with DA-SAAD

February 22, 2021

For a marginalized farmer, producing 
dragon fruit is an ambitious and challenging 
enterprise because this requires huge 
investment, patience, and time.

While it is costly to produce, it gives a big 
return. For this reason, a farmer can only 
wish to have this kind of production. One 
farmer only imagines this as some kind of 
venture, even to the extent of daydreaming, 
for he has no money to invest in the 
materials and inputs.

In 2018, the Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program of the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) with its 
mission to reach out and help marginalized 
farmers of Siquijor province.

At first, the farmers did not believe right 
away because they thought that the SAAD 
assistance was just a mere government 
promise. However, upon receipt of the 
inputs, they changed the way they looked at 
the government and declared SAAD as a 
program true to its promise.

From the start of the implementation, only 
20 farmers availed the Dragon Fruit 

Production Project (Table 32). To date, FA 
members doubled into 40 beneficiaries and 
have already formed into an association as 
the Dragon Fruit Pioneer Producers 
Association of Siquijor.

The group started to harvest last September 
2020, while waiting for the release of its 
registration certificate from the Department 
of Labor and Employment (DOLE) as a duly 
registered association.

As of September 2020, the group members 
harvested 15 to 115 kilograms (kg) of 
dragon fruit in each lot of 0.25 hectares (ha) 
or a total of 850kg in 3ha. The fruits were 
sold at Php 100/kg. Each member has a 
monthly income of Php 500 to Php 11,500. 
Scan the QR code to see thge group 
members’ production and sales.  

As the demand for dragon fruit grows, the 
group wants to expand its planting area.

Testimonies of Kenneth Maghanoy

On September 25, 2018, SAAD touch base 
with the municipalities of Maria and 
Enrique Villanueva to meet prospective 
beneficiaries for the project.

One of the farmers introduced was Kenneth 
Maghanoy, who has an idle lot of 0.25 
hectares beside his bell pepper farm. A 
SAAD staff asked him if he was interested 
in the project. “Yes sir, I am really interested 
in that project because it has been a long 
time since I dreamed of growing that fruit 
on my farm. But I doubt about the project 
because it is from the government,” 
Kenneth said.

Despite initial hesitations, Kenneth became 
one of the SAAD beneficiaries of the 
Dragon Fruit Production. With eagerness, 
he attended and completed the three-day 
dragon fruit production training which 
includes a farm visit to a successful dragon 
fruit farm – the Inao’s Dragon Fruit Farm in 

Siquijor.

Two months after the training, he received 
156 concrete posts and planting materials. 
On November 5, 2019, a monitoring visit 
was conducted and results showed that he 
established and implemented all the 
interventions he received from the SAAD 
Program.

Kenneth testified during the monitoring, 
“Ang SAAD sa DA, matuman gayud” (The 
promise of the DA comes true).

True enough, from the training and the 
interventions that he received with the 
program, Jaime felt the support and 
regained his trust in the government.

As the demand for fresh dragon fruit in the 
market increases every day, it gives more 
opportunities to the SAAD beneficiaries to 
explore value-added products for potential 
enterprises. ### (Jemiema Arro)

Farm Inputs Quantity Unit Cost 
(Php) 

Dragon fruit planting materials 630 piece 94,500.00 

Concrete Posts 156 piece 124,800.00 

Plastic Drum with cover 1 unit 2,506.00 

Sprinkler 1 piece 226.00 

Heavy Duty Bolo 1 piece 506.00 

Total 222,538.00 
 

Table 32. FY 2018 SAAD Interventions on
Dragon Fruit Production
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Tausug farmers see bright future in banana production

January 27, 2021

SULU, January 22, 2021 – Four Tausug 
farmers’ associations of the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
from Sulu expect additional income from 
their banana plantation in the 1st quarter as 
the crop reached 65-85% survival rate.

Five group beneficiaries from the 
municipalities of Maimbung, Talipao, 
Indanan, Panamao, and Parang were given 
2,000 banana plantlets (Lakatan) each, 
which is good for a 1-hectare (ha) demo 
farm.

By December 2020, the survival rates of the 
bananas recorded 85% in barangay Tubod, 
Talipao and barangay Anak Jati, Maimbung, 
75% in Bangalan, Indanan, and 65% in 
Lupah Abu, Parang (Table 33).

The Kasambuhan Sin Barangay Tubod 
Farmers’ Association and Lupah Abu 
Farmer’s Association expects to harvest the 
bananas in February while Anak Jati 
Farmers’ Association and Pasil Farmers’ 
Association in March.

“A lot of our brethren also eat bananas as a 
second option (staple) from cassava,” said 
Talipao Area Coordinator Analisa Dauring.

Unfortunately, the Anak Miskin Farmers 
Association experienced low survival rate 
due to poor soil condition.

The groups received the demo farm project 
worth Php 1,263,850 in 2020. Aside from 
the 10,000 banana plantlets, SAAD, with 
the assistance from the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Agrarian Reform 
(MAFAR), delivered grass cutters, inorganic 
fertilizers, power sprayers, and perforated 

bags.

“Scarcity of water is one of the causes that 
farmers become hesitant to plant bananas. 
But with the demo farms SAAD has 
established, we can prove to them that this 
too can be a good source of income”, said 
Analisa.

While the Tausugs remain committed to 
their superstitious belief – that collecting 
banana suckers for replanting are forbidden 
unless they have already harvested from it 
– the SAAD Area Coordinators patiently 
and continuously educate and explain to 
them the science in banana production. ### 
(Shara Malaica Ussam and Natalianne 
Marie Delos Reyes)

Location Group/ No. of Beneficiaries Date of Planting 
(Month) 

Banana Survival 
Rate 

Expected/ Actual 
Date  of  First Harvest 

(Month) 

Tubod, Talipao 
Kasambuhan Sin Barangay 
Tubod Farmers’ Association 

(20) 
Jan – Feb 2020 85% Feb 2021 

Anak Jati, Maimbung, Anak Jati Farmers’ Association 
(20) 

June – Jul 2020 85% Mar 2021 

Bangalan, Indanan Pasil Farmers’ Association (20) June – Jul 2020 75% Mar 2021 

Lupah Abu, Parang Lupah Abu Farmer’s 
Association (20) 

Feb – Mar 2020 65% Feb 2021 

Suuh, Panamao 
Anak Miskin Farmers 

Association (10) 
Feb – Mar 2020 30% Dec 2020 

 

Table 33. SAAD Sulu Banana (Lakatan) Production-Demo Farm

At the onset of the global pandemic where 
industries are immobilized, the state turned 
into independent cultivation and food 
production to secure food supplies as 
physical movement is identified as the top 
means of virus transmission.

In this context, the old age sector experi-
ences a whole new layer of imposed limits 
by being quarantined in their own homes, 
to the point of losing access even to 
recreational activities.

However, in a larger view, this limitation is 
nothing compared to when opportunities 
begin to become elusive as one starts to 
get past the conventional workforce age, 
and to the anxiety of the decrease of 
functional capacities which science-wise 
shall persist.

The Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program, though mainly 
focused on the marginalized members of 
rural communities, also encourages 
differently-abled and old age stakeholders 

to take part in the state’s combat against 
poverty.

The program believes that distributing 
capital inputs, capacity building, and 
training initiatives, partnered with 
modernization on both food production and 
post-production aspects shall create a new 
wave of diverse agricultural workforce. This 
is, especially among the marginalized, 
hopefully contingent on accessing the 
program’s services to provide themselves 
food on the table, and have a competitive 
surplus for local enterprise establishment.

Upstream Livelihood Farmers 
Association (ULFA)

The Upstream Livelihood Farmers’ 
Association in Luna, composed of 158 
members, is one of the province’s 
SAAD-established farmers’ cooperatives 
and associations.

The group, which was registered at the 
Department of Labor and Employment on 
July 17, 2017, is composed of members 
from five barangays – Dagupan, Shalom, 
Bacsay, San Gregorio, and Salvacion.

In 2019, the association received 29 
sheeps (25 ewes and 4 rams), 
supplemented with dairy feeds, forage 
seeds, biologics, and housing assistance 
worth Php 590,318.16. The project was 
proposed by the association after a 
community consultation.

Additional stocks were provided on August 
26, 2020, comprising 50 ewes and one ram, 
with a package of sheep concentrates, 
mineral blocks, vitamins, wound spray, 
drencher, and galvanized wire. In total, the 
project cost was Php 1,044,850.

Through granting sheep as capital stocks, 
the group engaged in sheep production, 
where 54 members were initially chosen to 
be the first-in-line beneficiaries of the said 
project.

SAAD’s livestock project in Apayao

Felicidad Dela Cruz, or Inang Piling as she 
is fondly called, is a 72-year-old farmer and 
a member of the Upstream Livelihood 
Farmer’s Association (ULFA).

Inang Piling, a mother of three, 
grandmother of six, and wife to Tatay Jose 
Dela Cruz, attests farming has been their 
family’s lifeline.

In her 30s, Inang Piling was a farm laborer. 
“Gapo ta high school graduate nak lang ket, 
awan unay iti oportunidad ko nga agubra iti 
sabali idi tawen nga 1990s [Since I am only 
a high school graduate I can only work as 
farm laborer back in1990s],” she shared.

Inang Piling added that through farming, 
she and her husband were able to support 
their children’s education. Her two children 
are college graduates, while the youngest 
was a college undergraduate.

Now, living with her 77-year-old husband, 
the couple’s income comes from the yield of 
their backyard vegetable garden, and from 
raising chickens and ducks in their 7,500 
square meters farm.

In 2017, she became one of the 
beneficiaries of the SAAD Program and is 
thankful for the opportunity that she strives 
to remain an active member.

As the saying goes, Inang believes that 
“age is just a number”, adding senior 
citizens like her find purpose in indulging in 
productive activities, such as farming.

“Etuy n� s�ep farm n� 
a�a kanyak ket sapayla kuma 
ta mapadakel pay ta agb�in  
kuma met n� m��in 
pagp yaran �i tat-tao,” Inang 
Piling, expressed.

[This sheep farm that I have, I hope that 
one day this could turn into an agri-tourism 
site.]

According to the ULFA chairperson, 
Maxima Camayang, Inang Piling is truly an 
inspiration to their association.

“Ni Inang P�ing, maysa �una 
n� ka���tan n� 
miyembro. Isu maiba�k n� 
pagtuladan �una �i daduma 
n� miyembro. Ta uray k ano 
kin�aket nan, ay ket aramiden 
na amin �i makaya na tapno 
maipak�a na n� deser�ng 
�una n� maysa n� nap�i 
n� ��ficiary ti program,” 
said Maxima.

[Inang Piling is one of the most 
hardworking members of our association. I 
can bluntly attest that she is a good 
example to other members. Despite her 
age, she would pour her effort just to prove 
that she deserves to become one of the 

beneficiaries of the program.]

Inang Piling’s sheep production 
from DA-SAAD

In 2019, Inang Piling became a 
SAAD Sheep Production Project 
recipient, receiving five sheep 
(four ewes and a ram) where 7 
offspring were produced in 
September 2020.

“Ti pinagited yu iti tulong 
kadakami nga nakukurapay nga 
farmer ket makaited iti 
inspirasyon. Ita nga madama iti 
krisis iti COVID-19 pandemic, 
nagdakel nga tulong etuy nga 
pagbirukan nga naited kadakami. 
Gapun iti naaramid nga 
agreement iti miyembro iti 
association mi, kada beneficiary 
babaen na etuy nga proyekto ket 
agited to iti offspring kin iti 
sumarunu nga beneficiary. Iti 
partek, agishare nak to iti lima 
nga offsprings. Tapnun nu kasta 
dumakel iti pakadanunan na etuy 
nga livelihood,” shared Inang 
Piling.

[Helping poor farmers like us is 
very inspiring. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, this is a 
great help for us. As an 
agreement between the members 
of the association, each recipient 
will be passing the offspring of the 
sheep to the next-in-line 
beneficiaries. For me, I will be 
sharing five offspring with the 
next grantee for this livelihood 
project to expand.]

Inang Piling sold three rams in 
her neighborhood at Barangay 
Dagupan, Luna, Apayao earning 
Php 13,000 on October 1, 2020. 
With this, they were able to cope 
amid community lockdowns. 
Aiming to organize her farm, 
Inang purchased five rolls of wire 

for her animal fencing worth Php 6,500.

Today, Inang Piling is rearing her five 
original sheep and four offspring to produce 
more.

Continuous pursuit despite old-age

As sheep production booms in Barangay 
Dagupan, Luna, Apayao, Maxima extends 
her gratefulness to Inang Piling.

“Iti naaramid ni Inang Piling ket 
pakaidayawan iti association mi ta nu han 
na kuma tinaraken nga  nasyaat ay ket para 
kanyak ket awan kuma iti pakakitan kin 
pagsarmingan nga mapintas a ipadamag. 
Naragsak kami nga kakadwa ni Inang 
Piling ta makita mi nga dumak dakel 
kanyana tay proyekto,” added Maxima.

[Inang Piling’s success made an impact on 

our association, if she didn’t take care of 
the animal stocks, I think, there’s no good 
story to be told that can be shared.  As an 
association, we are happy for Inang Piling 
that despite her age, the project on her part 
became bigger.]

During the interview, Inang Piling shared 
that a new day is a new opportunity for 
self-growth. Her passion for farming and 
gardening keeps her active to continue 
developing her land to provide a 
comfortable and safe space for her animals. 
This might be one of the reasons why Inang 
remains healthy and strong through the 
years.

Inang Piling also shares how she rears her 
animal stocks, demonstrating compassion 
and very specific goals for the welfare of 
her animals. “Dal-dalusan mi tay 
paginuman da once a week tapno haan nga 

narugit metlang,” [We usually scrub their 
drinker once a week to keep it disinfected] 
she shared.

The primary goal is to reduce stress 
through good management by regularly 
providing fresh and clean water for the 
sheep all day. She also added that a barn is 
essential to provide animal stocks with a 
shaded area, so when the weather 
changes, the animals will be safe.

“Tapno metlang haan da unay aglamin nu 
tay kapigsa tudu, ik-ikkan mi isuda iti ruut 
nga mabalin da pagidaan,” [For colder 
climates, we make sure that these animal 
stocks are clean and warm by giving them 
thick bedding of hay],” Inang Piling added.

Be it for passion, or fulfilling suspended 
life-long dreams, or maybe just for an extra 
source of income, agriculture is a reliable 

road to take, a career choice that can 
address a wide variety of needs.

Inang Piling’s passion for farming is the 
main reason she and her husband want to 
establish additional animal housing to 
protect their animal stocks from harsh 
environmental climatic conditions, which 
may have adverse effects on the sheeps’ 
performance and productivity; while her 
determination on establishing an 
agritourism site is to inspire other farmers 
to provide a healthy environment for their 
animals. ### (Kathleen Faye Agonoy)
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NegOr farmers transfer cattle 
offspring to next SAAD grantees

November 17, 2021

NEGROS ORIENTAL, November 15, 2021 
– Three members of Magsusunog Small 
Coconut Farmer’s Organization (MSCFO) 
in Pamplona, Negros Oriental received one 
calf each from the initial Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
beneficiaries to sustain the group’s cattle 
production.

MSCFO with 50 members was organized in 
2017 with an aspiration to receive project 
assistance from the government.

That same year, the group received 20 
cattle worth Php 500,000 from the Improved 
Cattle Upgrading Dispersal Project of the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) – SAAD 
Program, taken care of by the 20 first-hand 
members.

After almost four years, 7 offspring were 
turned over to the next-in-line beneficiaries; 
four were given on April 7 and another three 
on November 11.

Barangay Magsusunog Committee on 
Agriculture Catalina Barrera expressed her 
gratitude for the program.

“Dako kaayo nakong pasalamat sa DA ug 
SAAD nga ang amoang barangay ilang 
gitagaan ug grant nga 20 ka baka diin kini 
amo karong gipatuyok diri sa among 
barangay diin kami niini karon nakapas-
anay na. Ang among 20 ka baka nakauli na 
mi ug naa nai nauli nga 7 ka baka,” she 
said.

(I am very thankful to the DA and the SAAD 
program for choosing our barangay to 
receive this grant. We have received 20 
cattle before. Now, we are doing this 
activity (re-dispersal), and we have 
re-dispersed 7 offspring in total.)

The rolling over of offspring to the 
next-in-line beneficiaries ensures 
sustainability and proper cattle 
management.

During the event

Pamplona Mayor Janice Degamo 
emphasized the importance of celebrating 
the success and luck of other people, 
especially those who will not be selected 
during the draw lots.

Mayor Degamo extended her gratitude to 
the program, “Three farmers from 
Magsusunog benefit from the intervention 
of the program. Thank you for giving our 
farmers the opportunity to own and have 
their own cattle. We are glad that one of the 
barangays in Pamplona was chosen and 
that the staff consistently monitor and assist 
our farmer’s needs.”

He added, “we can really see that the DA is 
there to help and provide for the needs of 
our farmers. I would like to remind our 
farmers that they have to take good care of 
the cattle they received by registering with 
RSBSA and getting them insured at the 
PCIC so that farmers who wish to avail of 
the same intervention can be given a 
chance. Sustainability is the key to 
ensuring the project’s long-term viability as 
well as the livelihood of our farmers.”

Mayor Degamo is also thankful to the 
program implementers who make sure that 
farmers are well taken care of, not just in 
monitoring the livestock but also their life 
positions as members of the community. 
### (Jolina Daño)

To greater heights: Inang Piling’s dream 
of establishing an agritourism site

At the onset of the global pandemic where 
industries are immobilized, the state turned 
into independent cultivation and food 
production to secure food supplies as 
physical movement is identified as the top 
means of virus transmission.

In this context, the old age sector experi-
ences a whole new layer of imposed limits 
by being quarantined in their own homes, 
to the point of losing access even to 
recreational activities.

However, in a larger view, this limitation is 
nothing compared to when opportunities 
begin to become elusive as one starts to 
get past the conventional workforce age, 
and to the anxiety of the decrease of 
functional capacities which science-wise 
shall persist.

The Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program, though mainly 
focused on the marginalized members of 
rural communities, also encourages 
differently-abled and old age stakeholders 

to take part in the state’s combat against 
poverty.

The program believes that distributing 
capital inputs, capacity building, and 
training initiatives, partnered with 
modernization on both food production and 
post-production aspects shall create a new 
wave of diverse agricultural workforce. This 
is, especially among the marginalized, 
hopefully contingent on accessing the 
program’s services to provide themselves 
food on the table, and have a competitive 
surplus for local enterprise establishment.

Upstream Livelihood Farmers 
Association (ULFA)

The Upstream Livelihood Farmers’ 
Association in Luna, composed of 158 
members, is one of the province’s 
SAAD-established farmers’ cooperatives 
and associations.

continue to next page

Livestock

The group, which was registered at the 
Department of Labor and Employment on 
July 17, 2017, is composed of members 
from five barangays – Dagupan, Shalom, 
Bacsay, San Gregorio, and Salvacion.

In 2019, the association received 29 
sheeps (25 ewes and 4 rams), 
supplemented with dairy feeds, forage 
seeds, biologics, and housing assistance 
worth Php 590,318.16. The project was 
proposed by the association after a 
community consultation.

Additional stocks were provided on August 
26, 2020, comprising 50 ewes and one ram, 
with a package of sheep concentrates, 
mineral blocks, vitamins, wound spray, 
drencher, and galvanized wire. In total, the 
project cost was Php 1,044,850.

Through granting sheep as capital stocks, 
the group engaged in sheep production, 
where 54 members were initially chosen to 
be the first-in-line beneficiaries of the said 
project.

SAAD’s livestock project in Apayao

Felicidad Dela Cruz, or Inang Piling as she 
is fondly called, is a 72-year-old farmer and 
a member of the Upstream Livelihood 
Farmer’s Association (ULFA).

Inang Piling, a mother of three, 
grandmother of six, and wife to Tatay Jose 
Dela Cruz, attests farming has been their 
family’s lifeline.

In her 30s, Inang Piling was a farm laborer. 
“Gapo ta high school graduate nak lang ket, 
awan unay iti oportunidad ko nga agubra iti 
sabali idi tawen nga 1990s [Since I am only 
a high school graduate I can only work as 
farm laborer back in1990s],” she shared.

Inang Piling added that through farming, 
she and her husband were able to support 
their children’s education. Her two children 
are college graduates, while the youngest 
was a college undergraduate.

Now, living with her 77-year-old husband, 
the couple’s income comes from the yield of 
their backyard vegetable garden, and from 
raising chickens and ducks in their 7,500 
square meters farm.

In 2017, she became one of the 
beneficiaries of the SAAD Program and is 
thankful for the opportunity that she strives 
to remain an active member.

As the saying goes, Inang believes that 
“age is just a number”, adding senior 
citizens like her find purpose in indulging in 
productive activities, such as farming.

“Etuy n� s�ep farm n� 
a�a kanyak ket sapayla kuma 
ta mapadakel pay ta agb�in  
kuma met n� m��in 
pagp yaran �i tat-tao,” Inang 
Piling, expressed.

[This sheep farm that I have, I hope that 
one day this could turn into an agri-tourism 
site.]

According to the ULFA chairperson, 
Maxima Camayang, Inang Piling is truly an 
inspiration to their association.

“Ni Inang P�ing, maysa �una 
n� ka���tan n� 
miyembro. Isu maiba�k n� 
pagtuladan �una �i daduma 
n� miyembro. Ta uray k ano 
kin�aket nan, ay ket aramiden 
na amin �i makaya na tapno 
maipak�a na n� deser�ng 
�una n� maysa n� nap�i 
n� ��ficiary ti program,” 
said Maxima.

[Inang Piling is one of the most 
hardworking members of our association. I 
can bluntly attest that she is a good 
example to other members. Despite her 
age, she would pour her effort just to prove 
that she deserves to become one of the 

beneficiaries of the program.]

Inang Piling’s sheep production 
from DA-SAAD

In 2019, Inang Piling became a 
SAAD Sheep Production Project 
recipient, receiving five sheep 
(four ewes and a ram) where 7 
offspring were produced in 
September 2020.

“Ti pinagited yu iti tulong 
kadakami nga nakukurapay nga 
farmer ket makaited iti 
inspirasyon. Ita nga madama iti 
krisis iti COVID-19 pandemic, 
nagdakel nga tulong etuy nga 
pagbirukan nga naited kadakami. 
Gapun iti naaramid nga 
agreement iti miyembro iti 
association mi, kada beneficiary 
babaen na etuy nga proyekto ket 
agited to iti offspring kin iti 
sumarunu nga beneficiary. Iti 
partek, agishare nak to iti lima 
nga offsprings. Tapnun nu kasta 
dumakel iti pakadanunan na etuy 
nga livelihood,” shared Inang 
Piling.

[Helping poor farmers like us is 
very inspiring. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, this is a 
great help for us. As an 
agreement between the members 
of the association, each recipient 
will be passing the offspring of the 
sheep to the next-in-line 
beneficiaries. For me, I will be 
sharing five offspring with the 
next grantee for this livelihood 
project to expand.]

Inang Piling sold three rams in 
her neighborhood at Barangay 
Dagupan, Luna, Apayao earning 
Php 13,000 on October 1, 2020. 
With this, they were able to cope 
amid community lockdowns. 
Aiming to organize her farm, 
Inang purchased five rolls of wire 

for her animal fencing worth Php 6,500.

Today, Inang Piling is rearing her five 
original sheep and four offspring to produce 
more.

Continuous pursuit despite old-age

As sheep production booms in Barangay 
Dagupan, Luna, Apayao, Maxima extends 
her gratefulness to Inang Piling.

“Iti naaramid ni Inang Piling ket 
pakaidayawan iti association mi ta nu han 
na kuma tinaraken nga  nasyaat ay ket para 
kanyak ket awan kuma iti pakakitan kin 
pagsarmingan nga mapintas a ipadamag. 
Naragsak kami nga kakadwa ni Inang 
Piling ta makita mi nga dumak dakel 
kanyana tay proyekto,” added Maxima.

[Inang Piling’s success made an impact on 

our association, if she didn’t take care of 
the animal stocks, I think, there’s no good 
story to be told that can be shared.  As an 
association, we are happy for Inang Piling 
that despite her age, the project on her part 
became bigger.]

During the interview, Inang Piling shared 
that a new day is a new opportunity for 
self-growth. Her passion for farming and 
gardening keeps her active to continue 
developing her land to provide a 
comfortable and safe space for her animals. 
This might be one of the reasons why Inang 
remains healthy and strong through the 
years.

Inang Piling also shares how she rears her 
animal stocks, demonstrating compassion 
and very specific goals for the welfare of 
her animals. “Dal-dalusan mi tay 
paginuman da once a week tapno haan nga 

narugit metlang,” [We usually scrub their 
drinker once a week to keep it disinfected] 
she shared.

The primary goal is to reduce stress 
through good management by regularly 
providing fresh and clean water for the 
sheep all day. She also added that a barn is 
essential to provide animal stocks with a 
shaded area, so when the weather 
changes, the animals will be safe.

“Tapno metlang haan da unay aglamin nu 
tay kapigsa tudu, ik-ikkan mi isuda iti ruut 
nga mabalin da pagidaan,” [For colder 
climates, we make sure that these animal 
stocks are clean and warm by giving them 
thick bedding of hay],” Inang Piling added.

Be it for passion, or fulfilling suspended 
life-long dreams, or maybe just for an extra 
source of income, agriculture is a reliable 

road to take, a career choice that can 
address a wide variety of needs.

Inang Piling’s passion for farming is the 
main reason she and her husband want to 
establish additional animal housing to 
protect their animal stocks from harsh 
environmental climatic conditions, which 
may have adverse effects on the sheeps’ 
performance and productivity; while her 
determination on establishing an 
agritourism site is to inspire other farmers 
to provide a healthy environment for their 
animals. ### (Kathleen Faye Agonoy)



57

At the onset of the global pandemic where 
industries are immobilized, the state turned 
into independent cultivation and food 
production to secure food supplies as 
physical movement is identified as the top 
means of virus transmission.

In this context, the old age sector experi-
ences a whole new layer of imposed limits 
by being quarantined in their own homes, 
to the point of losing access even to 
recreational activities.

However, in a larger view, this limitation is 
nothing compared to when opportunities 
begin to become elusive as one starts to 
get past the conventional workforce age, 
and to the anxiety of the decrease of 
functional capacities which science-wise 
shall persist.

The Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program, though mainly 
focused on the marginalized members of 
rural communities, also encourages 
differently-abled and old age stakeholders 

to take part in the state’s combat against 
poverty.

The program believes that distributing 
capital inputs, capacity building, and 
training initiatives, partnered with 
modernization on both food production and 
post-production aspects shall create a new 
wave of diverse agricultural workforce. This 
is, especially among the marginalized, 
hopefully contingent on accessing the 
program’s services to provide themselves 
food on the table, and have a competitive 
surplus for local enterprise establishment.

Upstream Livelihood Farmers 
Association (ULFA)

The Upstream Livelihood Farmers’ 
Association in Luna, composed of 158 
members, is one of the province’s 
SAAD-established farmers’ cooperatives 
and associations.

The group, which was registered at the 
Department of Labor and Employment on 
July 17, 2017, is composed of members 
from five barangays – Dagupan, Shalom, 
Bacsay, San Gregorio, and Salvacion.

In 2019, the association received 29 
sheeps (25 ewes and 4 rams), 
supplemented with dairy feeds, forage 
seeds, biologics, and housing assistance 
worth Php 590,318.16. The project was 
proposed by the association after a 
community consultation.

Additional stocks were provided on August 
26, 2020, comprising 50 ewes and one ram, 
with a package of sheep concentrates, 
mineral blocks, vitamins, wound spray, 
drencher, and galvanized wire. In total, the 
project cost was Php 1,044,850.

Through granting sheep as capital stocks, 
the group engaged in sheep production, 
where 54 members were initially chosen to 
be the first-in-line beneficiaries of the said 
project.

SAAD’s livestock project in Apayao

Felicidad Dela Cruz, or Inang Piling as she 
is fondly called, is a 72-year-old farmer and 
a member of the Upstream Livelihood 
Farmer’s Association (ULFA).

Inang Piling, a mother of three, 
grandmother of six, and wife to Tatay Jose 
Dela Cruz, attests farming has been their 
family’s lifeline.

In her 30s, Inang Piling was a farm laborer. 
“Gapo ta high school graduate nak lang ket, 
awan unay iti oportunidad ko nga agubra iti 
sabali idi tawen nga 1990s [Since I am only 
a high school graduate I can only work as 
farm laborer back in1990s],” she shared.

Inang Piling added that through farming, 
she and her husband were able to support 
their children’s education. Her two children 
are college graduates, while the youngest 
was a college undergraduate.

Now, living with her 77-year-old husband, 
the couple’s income comes from the yield of 
their backyard vegetable garden, and from 
raising chickens and ducks in their 7,500 
square meters farm.

In 2017, she became one of the 
beneficiaries of the SAAD Program and is 
thankful for the opportunity that she strives 
to remain an active member.

As the saying goes, Inang believes that 
“age is just a number”, adding senior 
citizens like her find purpose in indulging in 
productive activities, such as farming.

“Etuy n� s�ep farm n� 
a�a kanyak ket sapayla kuma 
ta mapadakel pay ta agb�in  
kuma met n� m��in 
pagp yaran �i tat-tao,” Inang 
Piling, expressed.

[This sheep farm that I have, I hope that 
one day this could turn into an agri-tourism 
site.]

According to the ULFA chairperson, 
Maxima Camayang, Inang Piling is truly an 
inspiration to their association.

“Ni Inang P�ing, maysa �una 
n� ka���tan n� 
miyembro. Isu maiba�k n� 
pagtuladan �una �i daduma 
n� miyembro. Ta uray k ano 
kin�aket nan, ay ket aramiden 
na amin �i makaya na tapno 
maipak�a na n� deser�ng 
�una n� maysa n� nap�i 
n� ��ficiary ti program,” 
said Maxima.

[Inang Piling is one of the most 
hardworking members of our association. I 
can bluntly attest that she is a good 
example to other members. Despite her 
age, she would pour her effort just to prove 
that she deserves to become one of the 

beneficiaries of the program.]

Inang Piling’s sheep production 
from DA-SAAD

In 2019, Inang Piling became a 
SAAD Sheep Production Project 
recipient, receiving five sheep 
(four ewes and a ram) where 7 
offspring were produced in 
September 2020.

“Ti pinagited yu iti tulong 
kadakami nga nakukurapay nga 
farmer ket makaited iti 
inspirasyon. Ita nga madama iti 
krisis iti COVID-19 pandemic, 
nagdakel nga tulong etuy nga 
pagbirukan nga naited kadakami. 
Gapun iti naaramid nga 
agreement iti miyembro iti 
association mi, kada beneficiary 
babaen na etuy nga proyekto ket 
agited to iti offspring kin iti 
sumarunu nga beneficiary. Iti 
partek, agishare nak to iti lima 
nga offsprings. Tapnun nu kasta 
dumakel iti pakadanunan na etuy 
nga livelihood,” shared Inang 
Piling.

[Helping poor farmers like us is 
very inspiring. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, this is a 
great help for us. As an 
agreement between the members 
of the association, each recipient 
will be passing the offspring of the 
sheep to the next-in-line 
beneficiaries. For me, I will be 
sharing five offspring with the 
next grantee for this livelihood 
project to expand.]

Inang Piling sold three rams in 
her neighborhood at Barangay 
Dagupan, Luna, Apayao earning 
Php 13,000 on October 1, 2020. 
With this, they were able to cope 
amid community lockdowns. 
Aiming to organize her farm, 
Inang purchased five rolls of wire 

for her animal fencing worth Php 6,500.

Today, Inang Piling is rearing her five 
original sheep and four offspring to produce 
more.

Continuous pursuit despite old-age

As sheep production booms in Barangay 
Dagupan, Luna, Apayao, Maxima extends 
her gratefulness to Inang Piling.

“Iti naaramid ni Inang Piling ket 
pakaidayawan iti association mi ta nu han 
na kuma tinaraken nga  nasyaat ay ket para 
kanyak ket awan kuma iti pakakitan kin 
pagsarmingan nga mapintas a ipadamag. 
Naragsak kami nga kakadwa ni Inang 
Piling ta makita mi nga dumak dakel 
kanyana tay proyekto,” added Maxima.

[Inang Piling’s success made an impact on 

our association, if she didn’t take care of 
the animal stocks, I think, there’s no good 
story to be told that can be shared.  As an 
association, we are happy for Inang Piling 
that despite her age, the project on her part 
became bigger.]

During the interview, Inang Piling shared 
that a new day is a new opportunity for 
self-growth. Her passion for farming and 
gardening keeps her active to continue 
developing her land to provide a 
comfortable and safe space for her animals. 
This might be one of the reasons why Inang 
remains healthy and strong through the 
years.

Inang Piling also shares how she rears her 
animal stocks, demonstrating compassion 
and very specific goals for the welfare of 
her animals. “Dal-dalusan mi tay 
paginuman da once a week tapno haan nga 

narugit metlang,” [We usually scrub their 
drinker once a week to keep it disinfected] 
she shared.

The primary goal is to reduce stress 
through good management by regularly 
providing fresh and clean water for the 
sheep all day. She also added that a barn is 
essential to provide animal stocks with a 
shaded area, so when the weather 
changes, the animals will be safe.

“Tapno metlang haan da unay aglamin nu 
tay kapigsa tudu, ik-ikkan mi isuda iti ruut 
nga mabalin da pagidaan,” [For colder 
climates, we make sure that these animal 
stocks are clean and warm by giving them 
thick bedding of hay],” Inang Piling added.

Be it for passion, or fulfilling suspended 
life-long dreams, or maybe just for an extra 
source of income, agriculture is a reliable 

road to take, a career choice that can 
address a wide variety of needs.

Inang Piling’s passion for farming is the 
main reason she and her husband want to 
establish additional animal housing to 
protect their animal stocks from harsh 
environmental climatic conditions, which 
may have adverse effects on the sheeps’ 
performance and productivity; while her 
determination on establishing an 
agritourism site is to inspire other farmers 
to provide a healthy environment for their 
animals. ### (Kathleen Faye Agonoy)
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At the onset of the global pandemic where 
industries are immobilized, the state turned 
into independent cultivation and food 
production to secure food supplies as 
physical movement is identified as the top 
means of virus transmission.

In this context, the old age sector experi-
ences a whole new layer of imposed limits 
by being quarantined in their own homes, 
to the point of losing access even to 
recreational activities.

However, in a larger view, this limitation is 
nothing compared to when opportunities 
begin to become elusive as one starts to 
get past the conventional workforce age, 
and to the anxiety of the decrease of 
functional capacities which science-wise 
shall persist.

The Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program, though mainly 
focused on the marginalized members of 
rural communities, also encourages 
differently-abled and old age stakeholders 

to take part in the state’s combat against 
poverty.

The program believes that distributing 
capital inputs, capacity building, and 
training initiatives, partnered with 
modernization on both food production and 
post-production aspects shall create a new 
wave of diverse agricultural workforce. This 
is, especially among the marginalized, 
hopefully contingent on accessing the 
program’s services to provide themselves 
food on the table, and have a competitive 
surplus for local enterprise establishment.

Upstream Livelihood Farmers 
Association (ULFA)

The Upstream Livelihood Farmers’ 
Association in Luna, composed of 158 
members, is one of the province’s 
SAAD-established farmers’ cooperatives 
and associations.

The group, which was registered at the 
Department of Labor and Employment on 
July 17, 2017, is composed of members 
from five barangays – Dagupan, Shalom, 
Bacsay, San Gregorio, and Salvacion.

In 2019, the association received 29 
sheeps (25 ewes and 4 rams), 
supplemented with dairy feeds, forage 
seeds, biologics, and housing assistance 
worth Php 590,318.16. The project was 
proposed by the association after a 
community consultation.

Additional stocks were provided on August 
26, 2020, comprising 50 ewes and one ram, 
with a package of sheep concentrates, 
mineral blocks, vitamins, wound spray, 
drencher, and galvanized wire. In total, the 
project cost was Php 1,044,850.

Through granting sheep as capital stocks, 
the group engaged in sheep production, 
where 54 members were initially chosen to 
be the first-in-line beneficiaries of the said 
project.

SAAD’s livestock project in Apayao

Felicidad Dela Cruz, or Inang Piling as she 
is fondly called, is a 72-year-old farmer and 
a member of the Upstream Livelihood 
Farmer’s Association (ULFA).

Inang Piling, a mother of three, 
grandmother of six, and wife to Tatay Jose 
Dela Cruz, attests farming has been their 
family’s lifeline.

In her 30s, Inang Piling was a farm laborer. 
“Gapo ta high school graduate nak lang ket, 
awan unay iti oportunidad ko nga agubra iti 
sabali idi tawen nga 1990s [Since I am only 
a high school graduate I can only work as 
farm laborer back in1990s],” she shared.

Inang Piling added that through farming, 
she and her husband were able to support 
their children’s education. Her two children 
are college graduates, while the youngest 
was a college undergraduate.

Now, living with her 77-year-old husband, 
the couple’s income comes from the yield of 
their backyard vegetable garden, and from 
raising chickens and ducks in their 7,500 
square meters farm.

In 2017, she became one of the 
beneficiaries of the SAAD Program and is 
thankful for the opportunity that she strives 
to remain an active member.

As the saying goes, Inang believes that 
“age is just a number”, adding senior 
citizens like her find purpose in indulging in 
productive activities, such as farming.

“Etuy n� s�ep farm n� 
a�a kanyak ket sapayla kuma 
ta mapadakel pay ta agb�in  
kuma met n� m��in 
pagp yaran �i tat-tao,” Inang 
Piling, expressed.

[This sheep farm that I have, I hope that 
one day this could turn into an agri-tourism 
site.]

According to the ULFA chairperson, 
Maxima Camayang, Inang Piling is truly an 
inspiration to their association.

“Ni Inang P�ing, maysa �una 
n� ka���tan n� 
miyembro. Isu maiba�k n� 
pagtuladan �una �i daduma 
n� miyembro. Ta uray k ano 
kin�aket nan, ay ket aramiden 
na amin �i makaya na tapno 
maipak�a na n� deser�ng 
�una n� maysa n� nap�i 
n� ��ficiary ti program,” 
said Maxima.

[Inang Piling is one of the most 
hardworking members of our association. I 
can bluntly attest that she is a good 
example to other members. Despite her 
age, she would pour her effort just to prove 
that she deserves to become one of the 

beneficiaries of the program.]

Inang Piling’s sheep production 
from DA-SAAD

In 2019, Inang Piling became a 
SAAD Sheep Production Project 
recipient, receiving five sheep 
(four ewes and a ram) where 7 
offspring were produced in 
September 2020.

“Ti pinagited yu iti tulong 
kadakami nga nakukurapay nga 
farmer ket makaited iti 
inspirasyon. Ita nga madama iti 
krisis iti COVID-19 pandemic, 
nagdakel nga tulong etuy nga 
pagbirukan nga naited kadakami. 
Gapun iti naaramid nga 
agreement iti miyembro iti 
association mi, kada beneficiary 
babaen na etuy nga proyekto ket 
agited to iti offspring kin iti 
sumarunu nga beneficiary. Iti 
partek, agishare nak to iti lima 
nga offsprings. Tapnun nu kasta 
dumakel iti pakadanunan na etuy 
nga livelihood,” shared Inang 
Piling.

[Helping poor farmers like us is 
very inspiring. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, this is a 
great help for us. As an 
agreement between the members 
of the association, each recipient 
will be passing the offspring of the 
sheep to the next-in-line 
beneficiaries. For me, I will be 
sharing five offspring with the 
next grantee for this livelihood 
project to expand.]

Inang Piling sold three rams in 
her neighborhood at Barangay 
Dagupan, Luna, Apayao earning 
Php 13,000 on October 1, 2020. 
With this, they were able to cope 
amid community lockdowns. 
Aiming to organize her farm, 
Inang purchased five rolls of wire 

for her animal fencing worth Php 6,500.

Today, Inang Piling is rearing her five 
original sheep and four offspring to produce 
more.

Continuous pursuit despite old-age

As sheep production booms in Barangay 
Dagupan, Luna, Apayao, Maxima extends 
her gratefulness to Inang Piling.

“Iti naaramid ni Inang Piling ket 
pakaidayawan iti association mi ta nu han 
na kuma tinaraken nga  nasyaat ay ket para 
kanyak ket awan kuma iti pakakitan kin 
pagsarmingan nga mapintas a ipadamag. 
Naragsak kami nga kakadwa ni Inang 
Piling ta makita mi nga dumak dakel 
kanyana tay proyekto,” added Maxima.

[Inang Piling’s success made an impact on 

our association, if she didn’t take care of 
the animal stocks, I think, there’s no good 
story to be told that can be shared.  As an 
association, we are happy for Inang Piling 
that despite her age, the project on her part 
became bigger.]

During the interview, Inang Piling shared 
that a new day is a new opportunity for 
self-growth. Her passion for farming and 
gardening keeps her active to continue 
developing her land to provide a 
comfortable and safe space for her animals. 
This might be one of the reasons why Inang 
remains healthy and strong through the 
years.

Inang Piling also shares how she rears her 
animal stocks, demonstrating compassion 
and very specific goals for the welfare of 
her animals. “Dal-dalusan mi tay 
paginuman da once a week tapno haan nga 

narugit metlang,” [We usually scrub their 
drinker once a week to keep it disinfected] 
she shared.

The primary goal is to reduce stress 
through good management by regularly 
providing fresh and clean water for the 
sheep all day. She also added that a barn is 
essential to provide animal stocks with a 
shaded area, so when the weather 
changes, the animals will be safe.

“Tapno metlang haan da unay aglamin nu 
tay kapigsa tudu, ik-ikkan mi isuda iti ruut 
nga mabalin da pagidaan,” [For colder 
climates, we make sure that these animal 
stocks are clean and warm by giving them 
thick bedding of hay],” Inang Piling added.

Be it for passion, or fulfilling suspended 
life-long dreams, or maybe just for an extra 
source of income, agriculture is a reliable 

road to take, a career choice that can 
address a wide variety of needs.

Inang Piling’s passion for farming is the 
main reason she and her husband want to 
establish additional animal housing to 
protect their animal stocks from harsh 
environmental climatic conditions, which 
may have adverse effects on the sheeps’ 
performance and productivity; while her 
determination on establishing an 
agritourism site is to inspire other farmers 
to provide a healthy environment for their 
animals. ### (Kathleen Faye Agonoy)
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Senior Citizen Swine Production 
Project in Sorsogon earns Php 78K

October 12, 2021

To secure inclusiveness and diversity in 
every community, each sector should 
strategically plan to cater to the needs of all 
ages. Aging should be seen as an 
opportunity to capitalize on the wide work 
experience and wisdom of the older group.

Some significant resources of the old age 
sector rest on the state-backed incentives, 
and retirement benefits or pension. 
However, it is worth considering that a 
number of old-age citizens in the country do 
not have access to this kind of state 
service. This is possible most especially in 
the rural areas with high poverty incidence.

Since some old age sector members need 
to sustain personal and family needs such 
as food, shelter, and other health 
commodities, they are still considered fit to 
participate in productive or entrepreneurial 
activities.

This is why initiatives and development 
projects fostering the work potentials of 
senior citizens are important especially to 
the rural marginalized areas where access 
to state incentives and benefits are scarce 
and poverty avoids them without a choice. 
Some limitations may arise, but the need 
for continued education towards 
modernization and alternative means of 
farming shall hopefully address this.

The Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program offers educational 
activities to beneficiaries guiding them from 
project initiation to implementation to 
technical support. Capacity building is 
incorporated into one of the main 
components of the program called social 
preparation.

The initiative, in partnership with regional 

and provincial agricultural offices and other 
attached agencies such as the Agricultural 
Training Institute (ATI), introduces and 
updates competencies, as well as 
encouraging beneficiaries to be more 
competitive and efficient in production.

Tatay David’s profitable swine 
production

Mr. David Gregory, 60, is a father of 12 who 
earned Php 78,000 in one year of rearing 
swine from the DA-SAAD Swine Production 
Project in Sitio Malabog, Brgy Pili, 
Magallanes, Sorsogon.

In August 2020, Tatay David received four 
piglets (a gilt and three boars) as a 
recipient of the livelihood project. The gilt 
produced 12 piglets in April 2021.

In May 2021, he handed down the two 
piglets to the next-in-line beneficiary as a 
distribution and sustainability measure of 
the association. He then sold six piglets at 
Php 3,000/head attaining an income of 
Php 18,000. The remaining four piglets 
were cared for as fatteners.

Meanwhile, the local government unit 
(LGU) Magallanes through the assistance 
of the Municipal Agriculturist Office (MAO) 
closely monitored the hog industry within 
the locality for possible African Swine Fever 
(ASF) carriers.

They put up ASF checkpoints at the borders 
of Magallanes to control the entrants of 
hogs in the LGU. Livestock enumerators 
also monitored the swine of the 
beneficiaries to control and safe-keep the 
swine production in Magallanes including 
Tatay David’s.

With some areas still affected by ASF, there 
was a noticeable increase in the price of 
lightweight hogs.

In July 2021, David Gregory then decided 
to sell the four piglets at Php 15,000/head, 
doubling his expected income.

Tatay David’s swine production project 
accumulated an income of Php 78,000 from 
May to July 2021 (Table 34).

With his earnings, he managed to pay for 
the tuition fee of his two children who are 
both in college. The earnings also covered 
other school-related expenses. In addition, 
he purchased a refrigerator and a dish 
cabinet for household use.

Banking on wide farming experience

Before SAAD, Tatay David worked in a 

coconut farm (copra) and a rice farm with 
his wife, Shirley Gregory, where they get 
their primary source of income.

Aside from rendering farm labor, SAAD’s 
swine project significantly improved his 
family’s income source making room to 
finance other expenses of the family.

While training activities of the program 
have been hampered due to the health 
protocols restricting mass gatherings, 
SAAD temporarily intensifies localized 
technical assistance, providing biologics, 
and project monitoring. However, as soon 
as restrictions ease up, they will receive 
training and preparation for production 
expansion.

Currently, Tatay David and his wife are 
focused on increasing their swine and is 
currently on their second cycle of 
production. The couple is overwhelmed by 
the success of their swine production which 
helped sustain their family in time of the 
pandemic. 

“Taos puso po akong 
nagpap �amat sa SAAD 
Program na aktibohon sa pag 
t�ang sa m� p�reng arog mi. 
Sana pada�s na sumup�ta 
ang SAAD dah� amo ini an 
saamong handun�n sa buhay,” 
he shared.

[I sincerely thank SAAD Program who 
actively helps poor people like us. I hope 
that they will continue supporting us 
because SAAD is our relief.] ### (Pauline 
Trixia Borja)
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To secure inclusiveness and diversity in 
every community, each sector should 
strategically plan to cater to the needs of all 
ages. Aging should be seen as an 
opportunity to capitalize on the wide work 
experience and wisdom of the older group.

Some significant resources of the old age 
sector rest on the state-backed incentives, 
and retirement benefits or pension. 
However, it is worth considering that a 
number of old-age citizens in the country do 
not have access to this kind of state 
service. This is possible most especially in 
the rural areas with high poverty incidence.

Since some old age sector members need 
to sustain personal and family needs such 
as food, shelter, and other health 
commodities, they are still considered fit to 
participate in productive or entrepreneurial 
activities.

This is why initiatives and development 
projects fostering the work potentials of 
senior citizens are important especially to 
the rural marginalized areas where access 
to state incentives and benefits are scarce 
and poverty avoids them without a choice. 
Some limitations may arise, but the need 
for continued education towards 
modernization and alternative means of 
farming shall hopefully address this.

The Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program offers educational 
activities to beneficiaries guiding them from 
project initiation to implementation to 
technical support. Capacity building is 
incorporated into one of the main 
components of the program called social 
preparation.

The initiative, in partnership with regional 

and provincial agricultural offices and other 
attached agencies such as the Agricultural 
Training Institute (ATI), introduces and 
updates competencies, as well as 
encouraging beneficiaries to be more 
competitive and efficient in production.

Tatay David’s profitable swine 
production

Mr. David Gregory, 60, is a father of 12 who 
earned Php 78,000 in one year of rearing 
swine from the DA-SAAD Swine Production 
Project in Sitio Malabog, Brgy Pili, 
Magallanes, Sorsogon.

In August 2020, Tatay David received four 
piglets (a gilt and three boars) as a 
recipient of the livelihood project. The gilt 
produced 12 piglets in April 2021.

In May 2021, he handed down the two 
piglets to the next-in-line beneficiary as a 
distribution and sustainability measure of 
the association. He then sold six piglets at 
Php 3,000/head attaining an income of 
Php 18,000. The remaining four piglets 
were cared for as fatteners.

Meanwhile, the local government unit 
(LGU) Magallanes through the assistance 
of the Municipal Agriculturist Office (MAO) 
closely monitored the hog industry within 
the locality for possible African Swine Fever 
(ASF) carriers.

They put up ASF checkpoints at the borders 
of Magallanes to control the entrants of 
hogs in the LGU. Livestock enumerators 
also monitored the swine of the 
beneficiaries to control and safe-keep the 
swine production in Magallanes including 
Tatay David’s.

With some areas still affected by ASF, there 
was a noticeable increase in the price of 
lightweight hogs.

In July 2021, David Gregory then decided 
to sell the four piglets at Php 15,000/head, 
doubling his expected income.

Tatay David’s swine production project 
accumulated an income of Php 78,000 from 
May to July 2021 (Table 34).

With his earnings, he managed to pay for 
the tuition fee of his two children who are 
both in college. The earnings also covered 
other school-related expenses. In addition, 
he purchased a refrigerator and a dish 
cabinet for household use.

Banking on wide farming experience

Before SAAD, Tatay David worked in a 

coconut farm (copra) and a rice farm with 
his wife, Shirley Gregory, where they get 
their primary source of income.

Aside from rendering farm labor, SAAD’s 
swine project significantly improved his 
family’s income source making room to 
finance other expenses of the family.

While training activities of the program 
have been hampered due to the health 
protocols restricting mass gatherings, 
SAAD temporarily intensifies localized 
technical assistance, providing biologics, 
and project monitoring. However, as soon 
as restrictions ease up, they will receive 
training and preparation for production 
expansion.

Currently, Tatay David and his wife are 
focused on increasing their swine and is 
currently on their second cycle of 
production. The couple is overwhelmed by 
the success of their swine production which 
helped sustain their family in time of the 
pandemic. 

“Taos puso po akong 
nagpap �amat sa SAAD 
Program na aktibohon sa pag 
t�ang sa m� p�reng arog mi. 
Sana pada�s na sumup�ta 
ang SAAD dah� amo ini an 
saamong handun�n sa buhay,” 
he shared.

[I sincerely thank SAAD Program who 
actively helps poor people like us. I hope 
that they will continue supporting us 
because SAAD is our relief.] ### (Pauline 
Trixia Borja)

Date Particulars Selling Price 
(Php) 

Income 
(Php) 

May 2021 6 piglets 3,000.00 each 18,000.00 
July 2021 4 fattening 15,000.00 each 60,000.00 
Total 78,000.00 

 

Table 34. David Gregory’s Income from SAAD Swine 
Production from May to July 2021

Elder in Linamon, LDN earns Php 20K from selling pigs

A mother of four and a widower, Alberta V. 
Monterde, is one of the 16 members of the 
Purakan SAAD Farmers Association. The 
association was formed exclusively for the 
SAAD beneficiaries residing in Brgy. 
Purakan, Linamon, Lanao del Norte (LDN). 

Ms. Monterde, 62 years old, is among the 
five senior members granted with the 
Swine, Carabao and Vegetable Production 
Project of the Department of 
Agriculture-Special Area for Agriculture 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program. 

Life before SAAD

Before becoming a SAAD Beneficiary, Ms. 
Monterde sells wood (gapangahoy) to the 
market while her departed husband is a 
farmer. They used to have a hard time 
putting food on the table considering they 
don’t make that much and can’t even make 
ends meet.

She remembered that they can’t buy rice to 
eat due to their low income. Her children, 
on the other hand, were farming alongside 
with their father up until 2015 when her 
husband died. 

In 2019, when SAAD assistance reached 
Linamon, the local government unit through 
the Municipal Agriculture Office identified 
Ms. Monterde as an eligible beneficiary. 

Project implementation

a. Swine Fattening

Ms. Monterde was granted two swine worth 
Php 14,000, cattle worth Php 33,600, and 
vegetable seeds and garden materials 
worth Php 11,000.

While waiting for her cattle to get pregnant, 
she focused on swine raising and selling.

Just days after she received the swine, one 
of the swine died from flu so she was left 
with only one. Nevertheless, she was able 
to sell it after a month on July 8, 2020 for 
Php 10,400. 

The money she earned from her first cycle 
production was used to buy two new piglets 
for Php 2,500 each in March 2021. 

On June 10, 2021, she sold her one pig for 
Php 10,400 while the other was utilized for 
home consumption (Table 35).

She was able to put up a sari-sari store 
from swine production income. 

For the third production cycle, she bought 
two piglets worth Php 5,000 on July 24, 
2021. She expects to sell after three months 
for Php 130/kg (liveweight).   

She provides her pigs with commercial 
feeds and makes sure their pen is clean.

b. Cattle Raising

On the other hand, her cattle is currently 
two months pregnant and is expected to 
give birth by March 2022. Ms. Monterde 
has an agreement with the local 
government that if their calves are girls, 
they will turn it over to the LGU. 

This is part of the roll-over scheme 
agreement between the LGU and 
beneficiaries. The said calf will be given to 
the next-in-line beneficiary.

c. Vegetable Garden

With SAAD’s vegetable production project, 
Ms. Monterde can now farm and harvest 
from her 100sqm backyard for her family’s 
consumption.

continue to next page
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More SAAD 
interventions

In 2021, the SAAD 
Program procured 
livestock and high-value 
crops production 
interventions. Ms. 
Monterde will receive 
additional inputs such as 
biologics, vegetable 
seeds, and upland rice 
seeds. A training for meat 
processing for her and 29 
other beneficiaries will 
also be conducted. ### 
(Ruth Esther Bermundo)

Table 35. Alberta Monterde’s Swine Production Income

Intervention Date Sold Sold  
(kg) 

Price/kg 
(Php) 

Gross Income 
(Php) 

Swine July 08, 2020 80 130.00 10,400.00 

Swine  June 10, 2021 80 130.00 10,400.00 

Total 160  20,800.00 
 

Dedicated, selfless Nanay Lucy in her 
DA-SAAD goat production journey

October 6, 2021

Lucy B. Espanilla or Nanay Lucy, 67, is the 
only parent to her grandchild and has done 
everything in her power including 
harvesting salago fibers (Wikstroemmia 
indica; fibers used in banknotes and other 
fabrics) and weaving pandan (Pandanus 
tectorius) mats to earn a living. All these 
were accomplished while plowing and 
harvesting crops from her approximately 
two-hectare rainfed field in Mapalasan, La 
Libertad, Negros Oriental. 

Despite no irrigation facility, Nanay Lucy 
continued to farm to provide food and 
support for her school-aged granddaughter, 
Anne Marie. 

In 2018, a government project is a 
breakthrough for Nanay Lucy in terms of 
how she makes a living. On October 10 the 
same year, she and other 14 individual 
farmers in La Libertad received a total of 
Php 52,000 worth intervention from the 
Goat Production Project of the Department 
of Agriculture - Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program. The 
package included one buck, four does, 
grower feeds, and materials for goat sheds 
(Table 36).

She took a break from cultivating crops 
when she received the goats, focusing most 
of her time raising the herd. 

Nanay Lucy uses the goat dung as an 
organic fertilizer for her crops. She doesn’t 
have to buy fertilizers for her bananas, 
coconuts, and the forages she used as a 
food source for the goats.

On June 7, 2019, she turned over four 
goats to the Mapalasan Women’s 
Association of which she is a member. She 
gave another one on February 7, 2020, 
completing the obligation to replace the 
same number of goats provided by SAAD 
so that other farmers may benefit from the 
program.

Eventually, she was able to sell four goats 
in December 2020. “Ang akong income sa 
upat (4) ka kanding nga akong gibaligya ni 
about ug Php 15,800. Ma-o ni akong 
gigamit para ipa-ayo sa among balay ug 
gipalit sa mga gamit sa panimalay,” Nanay 
Lucy shared.

(My income has reached Php 15,800 after 
selling four goats. The earnings were used 
for renovating our house – specifically the 
front part of their house and the flooring and 
for buying goods for the family.) 

The house renovation started early in 
January 2021. She added that she had also 
spared some for her granddaughter’s 
allowance. 

Inputs Unit of 
Measure 

Number of 
Inputs 

Cost 
(Php) 

Buck head 1 6,000.00 
Doe head 4 24,000.00 
Grower Feeds sack 2 2,000.00 
Goat Shed Materials set 1 20,000.00 
Total 52,000.00 

 

Table 36. Nanay Lucy’s Interventions Received under 
SAAD’s FY 2018 Goat Production Project

Nanay Lucy’s herd has grown from five to 
11 goats because of her dedication and 
hard work. 

The last time she sold one of the goat kids 
was in April 2021 due to insufficient staple 
food as their family was greatly affected by 
the pandemic. Despite having inadequate 
resources, she still shared two goat kids to 
her two grandchildren.

Nanay Lucy still faces a hurdle because 
low-priced livestock is extremely common 
in their town. To help avoid opportunistic 
intermediaries, the Municipal Agriculture 
Office of La Libertad promised to help her 
find direct buyers. 

She is currently very inclined to dedicate 
her time to herding her goats because this 
herd has the potential to make Php 40,000 
in profit. She even plans to fence her farm 
to safeguard the herd from the attacks of 
stray animals. ### (Jolina Daño)
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October 6, 2021

Lucy B. Espanilla or Nanay Lucy, 67, is the 
only parent to her grandchild and has done 
everything in her power including 
harvesting salago fibers (Wikstroemmia 
indica; fibers used in banknotes and other 
fabrics) and weaving pandan (Pandanus 
tectorius) mats to earn a living. All these 
were accomplished while plowing and 
harvesting crops from her approximately 
two-hectare rainfed field in Mapalasan, La 
Libertad, Negros Oriental. 

Despite no irrigation facility, Nanay Lucy 
continued to farm to provide food and 
support for her school-aged granddaughter, 
Anne Marie. 

In 2018, a government project is a 
breakthrough for Nanay Lucy in terms of 
how she makes a living. On October 10 the 
same year, she and other 14 individual 
farmers in La Libertad received a total of 
Php 52,000 worth intervention from the 
Goat Production Project of the Department 
of Agriculture - Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program. The 
package included one buck, four does, 
grower feeds, and materials for goat sheds 
(Table 36).

She took a break from cultivating crops 
when she received the goats, focusing most 
of her time raising the herd. 

Nanay Lucy uses the goat dung as an 
organic fertilizer for her crops. She doesn’t 
have to buy fertilizers for her bananas, 
coconuts, and the forages she used as a 
food source for the goats.

On June 7, 2019, she turned over four 
goats to the Mapalasan Women’s 
Association of which she is a member. She 
gave another one on February 7, 2020, 
completing the obligation to replace the 
same number of goats provided by SAAD 
so that other farmers may benefit from the 
program.

Eventually, she was able to sell four goats 
in December 2020. “Ang akong income sa 
upat (4) ka kanding nga akong gibaligya ni 
about ug Php 15,800. Ma-o ni akong 
gigamit para ipa-ayo sa among balay ug 
gipalit sa mga gamit sa panimalay,” Nanay 
Lucy shared.

(My income has reached Php 15,800 after 
selling four goats. The earnings were used 
for renovating our house – specifically the 
front part of their house and the flooring and 
for buying goods for the family.) 

The house renovation started early in 
January 2021. She added that she had also 
spared some for her granddaughter’s 
allowance. 

Cycle Beginning 
Inventory 

Purchases Kid Donation* Sold Turned 
over to the 
Association 

Ending 
Inventory 

1st Cycle 
October 
2018 to 
March 2019 

5 0 0 0 0 0 5 

2nd Cycle 
April 2019 to 
September 
2019 

5 0 4 0 0 
4 

(June 4, 
2019) 

5 

3rd Cycle 
October 
2019 to 
March 2020 

5 0 4 2 0 
1 

(February 7, 
2020) 

6 

4th Cycle 
April 2020 to 
September 
2020 

6 0 4 0 0 0 10 

5th Cycle 
October 
2020 to 
March 2021 

10 1** 2 0 3 0 10 

6th Cycle 
April 2021 to 
September 
2021 

10 0 2 0 1 0 11 

*Gift for two grandchildren 
** Cannot bear a kid 

 

Table 37. Nanay Lucy’s Goat Production Inventory

Cycle Sales 
(Php) 

Expenses 
(Php) 

Net Income 
(Php) 

1st 0 0 0 
2nd 0 320.00 -320 
3rd 0 0 0 
4th 0 320.00 -320 
5th 14,300.00 7,800.00 6,500.00 
6th 1,500.00 1,100.00 400.00 

Total 15,800.00 9,540.00 6,260.00 
 

Table 38. Nanay Lucy’s Goat Production 
Income from 2018 to 2021Nanay Lucy’s herd has grown from five to 

11 goats because of her dedication and 
hard work. 

The last time she sold one of the goat kids 
was in April 2021 due to insufficient staple 
food as their family was greatly affected by 
the pandemic. Despite having inadequate 
resources, she still shared two goat kids to 
her two grandchildren.

Nanay Lucy still faces a hurdle because 
low-priced livestock is extremely common 
in their town. To help avoid opportunistic 
intermediaries, the Municipal Agriculture 
Office of La Libertad promised to help her 
find direct buyers. 

She is currently very inclined to dedicate 
her time to herding her goats because this 
herd has the potential to make Php 40,000 
in profit. She even plans to fence her farm 
to safeguard the herd from the attacks of 
stray animals. ### (Jolina Daño)
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SAAD farmer in Mt Province increases pig production by threefolds

August 29, 2021

MOUNTAIN PROVINCE, August 23, 2021 
– Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program’s Swine Production beneficiary 
Wilma Bodisen from Mountain Province 
increased her animal stocks from 10 to 37 
after two years.

Wilma, 41, is a member of the Napua 
Farmers Timpuyog Organization (NFTO) in 
Napua, Sabangan. The group, which has 
60 members, was organized and registered 
under the Department of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE) in 2019.

Napua is the pioneer village in Sabangan to 
receive SAAD interventions in 2019. Half of 
the group engaged in SAAD’s swine 
production while the other half received 
vegetable production inputs.

The swine production project, worth Php 
3,350,500, is composed of hog feeds (from 
starter, grower, finisher, breeder, lactation), 
biologic, tricantera cuttings, plastic pipe 
elbows, plastic pipes, plastic drums, nipple 
drinker, and corrugated GI sheets.

A supplementary supply worth Php 56,000 

was also given to the organization in 
September 2019.

Each member received a fair share of the 
interventions worth Php 56,775.

Wilma Bodisen’s project implementation  

Wilma and her husband, Henry, are private 
company employees and farm laborers. 
Earning just enough for their daily living 
and their children’s school needs, they get 
by with combined earnings of around Php 
13,500 a month.

When the SAAD project came, Wilma was 
given 10 piglets with complete feed support 
and complimentary supplies.

Balancing work while tending to their own 
garden, the couple reared original stocks 
for almost 6 months before gaining sales. 
However, sales were not regular due to 
mobility constraints brought about by the 
African Swine Fever (ASF) and the 
CoVid-19 pandemic.

Still, she managed to sell 10 fattened pigs 
at Php 120 per kilogram of live weight 
earning a total of Php 95,000 on the first 
cycle, March 2020.

As of August 2021, they are now tending 
mother pigs for the 5th production cycle. 
Offsprings are reared as fatteners.

Thirteen (13) swine from the 3rd production 
cycle were sold in February 2021. Wilma 
earned a net income of Php 40,005, which 
was used to buy a refrigerator.

After finding swine production profitable, 
Wilma and her husband decided to work 
hand-in-hand to increase their breeders 
from one to five. Because of this, Henry had 
to quit work and focus on the swine 
production business of the family.

As of August 10, Wilma and her family now 
have three breeders, with 37 offspring, 
ranging from nursery pigs to 
three-month-old fatteners. All in all, they are 
tending to 40 heads.

Sanitation and biosecurity management

Biogas is Henry’s way of complying with 
the sanitary rules of the barangay and 
respecting his neighbors.

“Iti panag-adu met iti taraken ket 
in-consider mi iti sanitation ken kaaruba 
sakbay kami masita, sunga napanunot ko 

iti panaka-aramid iti biogas,” Henry said.

[With our successful plans of increasing our 
stocks, we have to consider sanitation and 
most especially our neighbors; thus, I 
pushed through constructing the biogas 
facility.]

Also, it is his way of managing his pig 
manure wastes towards a clean and healthy 
environment for both his stocks and 
humans alike.

They adopted a design from Henry’s former 
workplace where they are using biogas as 
an alternative source of energy. The design 
includes a pipe leading manure and water 
into the tank.

The by-product of the biogas generation 
process is an organic fertilizer, which could 
be a perfect supplement to or substitute for 
chemical ones.

The organic fertilizer is used for the family’s 
vegetable garden to accelerate plant growth 
and provide resilience to diseases. ### 
(Dinah Ay-yango)
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Hog raiser in Linamon, LDN earns 
Php 39K from Swine Production Project

August 5, 2021

A mother of two and wife of a farmer, 
Nerissa G. Gepitulan, from Linamon, Lanao 
del Norte (LDN) earned more than Php 
39,000 from selling swine, a livelihood 
provided by the Department of Agriculture 
(DA) – Special Area Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program.

Mrs. Gepitulan is one of the 20 Rubocon 
Farmers Association members who are 
pioneering beneficiaries of the SAAD 
Program since 2019.

Before SAAD, Mrs. Gepitulan worked as a 
barangay health worker with an honorarium 
of Php 1,000 per month. Since the money 
she’s earning is not enough to feed her 
family, she farms with her husband to 
augment their meager income.

Mrs. Gepitulan was a recipient of two pigs, 
cacao seedlings, vegetable seeds, and 
garden tools. All part of the Php 66,717 
worth of SAAD’s FY 2019 Integrated 
Agricultural Livelihood Project (Table 39).

Upon receiving the interventions, she 
raised the two piglets and planted the 
vegetables in her backyard (at an 
approximate area of 100 square meters.)

Key results

When Mrs. Gepitulan received the two gilts 
(2.5 months old) on December 4, 2020, she 
decided to sell both in January 2021 since 
they are already marketable enough. Each 
pig weighs 70 kilograms (kg) which she 
sold at Php 140/kg in the market, giving her 
an income of Php 19,600.

She eventually bought two piglets, raised 
them, and sold them in April 2021 wherein 
she had the same revenue as last January.

Since artificial insemination takes a lot of 
work, she opted for the buy and sell method 
to sustain the livelihood. She said that the 
method is working since she is earning. At 
the end of August, she expects to market 
her third cycle of pigs.

Mrs. Gepitulan already has a regular buyer 
or “suki” in the market so selling is easy.

In total, Mrs. Gepitulan already sold four 
pigs weighing 70kg each at Php 140/kg or 
Php 39,200.

Aside from that, she has also started to 
harvest from her vegetables (eggplant, 
okra, squash, and string beans) for 
consumption. Occasionally when she has 
more production, she sells them in the 
market which recently gave her an income 
of Php 1,000.

Challenges and solutions made

Mrs. Gepitulan was no stranger when it 
came to the downside of raising hogs, 
especially when the African Swine Fever 
(ASF) affected Lanao Del Norte. Though 
there is zero case in their barangay, the 
threat for her pigs to be contaminated with 
the virus is high.

When her pigs got sick due to the weather, 
she would immediately call the Linamon 
Livestock Technician Jayson Arnoco.

Municipal Agriculturist (MAO) 
Irenila G. Obenza together with 
the Local Government Unit of 
Linamon has committed to help 
the beneficiaries by providing 
technical support even after 
they received the interventions 
to help them sustain the SAAD 
projects.

Items Quantity Unit of 
Measure 

Unit Cost 
(Php) 

Project Cost 
(Php) 

Pigs (gilts) 2 head 7,000.00 14,000.00 

Cacao Seedlings 16 piece 35.00 560.00 

Vegetable Seeds 3 pack 130.00 130.00 

Garden Tools: 
Farm Gloves 
Budding Knife 
Light Hoe 
Pruning Shear 
Shovel 
Sprinkler 
Plastic Drums 
Weeding Bolo 

1 set 4,153.00 4,153.00 

Garden House 1 roll 2,000.00 2,000.00 

Plastics Seedling Tray 5 piece 120.00 600.00 

Vermicast 7 bag 550.00 3,850.00 

Hog Starter 1.5 bag 1,650.00 2,475.00 

Hog Grower 4 bag 1,600.00 6,400.00 

Hog Finisher 2 bag 1,550.00 3,100.00 

Total 66,715.00 
 

What to expect

The SAAD Program has 
already proposed meat 
processing training for 
those who received the 
Swine Production 
Project.

As for the municipality 
of Linamon, 30 
beneficiaries including 
Mrs. Gepitulan expect the 
Training on Lowland 
Vegetable Gardening and 
Training on Meat 
Processing this August. 
### (Ruth Esther 
Bermundo)

Table 39. Nerissa Geputilan’s Project Interventions Received
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Mother of 4 earns Php 33k from 
SAAD swine production

August 2, 2021

SORSOGON, July 23, 2021 – Jenelita 
Alisoso, a mother of four in Sta. Magdalena, 
Sorsogon, earned Php 33,300 from the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program’s swine production.

Jenelita is also a barangay police officer 
(barangay tanod) in La Esperanza who 
became a beneficiary of SAAD. She 
received two pigs (a gilt and a boar) in 
September 2019, which produced 8 piglets 
in August 2020.

To encourage the beneficiaries towards 
project productivity and sustainability, a 
roll-over scheme was agreed among the 
community members. Following this, two 
piglets of Jenelita were granted to a SAAD 
second-in-line beneficiary.

In October 2020, she earned Php 5,000 
after selling two piglets at Php 2,500 per 
head. The remaining four from the litter 
were cared for as fatteners but were sold 
abruptly at Php 3,000 each to avoid 
mortality from the rapid spread of African 
Swine Fever (ASF).

In January 2021, the sow got pregnant for 
the second cycle delivering 7 piglets. 
Meanwhile, she decided to sell the initial 
boar at Php 6,300 in the same month.

In April 2021, four piglets from the 2nd cycle 
were sold at Php 2,500 each giving her an 
income of Php 10,000.

Jenelita generated an accumulated income 
of Php 33,300 from her swine production 
from October 2020 to April 2021, a 
significant extra income during the 
pandemic.

Agriculture is a family activity

Jenelita’s husband, Mr. Rey Alisoso works 
at the Local Government Unit (LGU) of Sta. 
Magdalena as border control point 
personnel to supplement other expenses of 
the family.

Their combined income and the SAAD 
profits were used for the improvement and 
extension of their balcony while some of it 
was apportioned to pay for the remaining 
balance of their residential lot.

As remote learning demands logistics set 
up, Jenelita managed to purchase mobile 
phones equipping her children for online 
classes. She was also able to pay the 
tuition of her two children who are both in 
college.

Inspired by the yield of her enterprise, 
Jenelita bought two weanling piglets for 
sow production purposes.

“Nung wala pang SAAD, parang blanko. 
Wala kami ibang mapagkunan ng pang 
gastos kundi sa pag kopra lang namin 
noon. Nang dumating naman ang SAAD, 
lumuwag-luwag kami dahil hindi ko 
namalayan na ganoon kalaki yung naging 
kita ko sa baboy na binigay nila. Sobrang 
saya sa puso dahil malaki ang naitulong ng 

SAAD sa pamilya ko at sana hindi sila 
magsawa na tumulong saaming mahihirap,” 
Jenelita said.

[Before SAAD, we had no farming direction. 
We did not have other income resources to 
provide for our expenses except coconut 
farming (copra). SAAD’s intervention was a 
relief because I did not imagine that I would 
be able to earn this much from the swine 
grant. My heart is elated because of 
SAAD’s (livelihood) assistance to me and 
my family, I hope they continue to be of 
assistance to the marginalized.]

Recently, Jenelita takes care of a native 
sow, and two native gilts, which she plans 
to breed with the neighboring male pigs for 
selling. ### (Pauline Trixia Borja)

Table 40. Jenelita Alisoso’s Income from SAAD 
Swine Production from 2020 to 2021

Date Particular Selling Price 
(Php) 

Income 
(Php) 

October 2020 
2 piglets 2,500.00 each 5,000.00 
4 fattening 3,000.00 each 12,000.00 

January 2021 1 boar 6,300.00 each 6,300.00 
April 2021 4 piglets 2,500.00 each 10,000.00 
Total 33,300.00 

 

July 4, 2021

APAYAO, June 29, 2021 – Sheep
 production is booming in Luna, Apayao as 
the Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program supported the 
livestock industry through a livelihood 
project.

Upstream Livelihood Farmers’ 
Association (ULFA)

The Upstream Livelihood Farmers’ 
Association in Luna, composed of 158 
members, is one of the SAAD-established 
farmers’ cooperatives and associations 
(FCAs) in the province.

The group was registered at the 
Department of Labor and Employment 
(DOLE) on July 17, 2017, composed of 
members from five barangays – Dagupan, 
Shalom, Bacsay, San Gregorio, and 
Salvacion.

In 2019, the group engaged in sheep 
production, where 54 members were 
initially chosen to be the first-in-line 
beneficiaries of the said project.

SAAD’s Sheep Production Project

Animal husbandry is raising and breeding 
domesticated livestock for meat, fiber, milk, 
and other products.

According to Wilfredo Rimando, a 
57-year-old farmer, known as Manong 
Wilfredo, treasurer of the ULFA, animal 
husbandry has become the fastest-growing 
sector in terms of agriculture in Luna.

In 2019, the association received 29 sheep 
(25 ewes and four rams), supplemented 
with dairy feeds, forage seeds, biologics, 
and housing assistance worth 
Php 590,318.16. The project was proposed 
by the association after a community 

consultation.

Additional stocks were provided on August 
26, 2020, comprising 50 ewes and one ram, 
with a package of sheep concentrates, 
mineral blocks, vitamins, wound spray, 
drencher, and galvanized wire. In total, the 
project cost was Php 1,044,850.

Each of the 54 first-in-line beneficiaries is a 
caretaker and was given at least one 
sheep.

Economics of sheep raising: 
Farming for profit

Sheep production is a less-risky business 
that requires low initial capital. It requires 
small areas for housing because of their 
small body size compared to other livestock 
like carabao and cows.

After two years of breeding period, the 54 
first-in-line beneficiaries increased their 
sheep production, resulting in 32 offspring 
(21 ewes and 11 rams).

With this, the association started to extend 
stocks to other five members, making them 
the second-in-line beneficiaries.

In summary, the group already raised a total 
of 79 sheep in the 2-year project operation. 
The group also follows the roll-over scheme 
where each of the first-in-line beneficiaries 
will disperse at least a head of sheep to the 
second-in-line beneficiaries until 158 
members receive a stock.

Among the 54 members who are set as 
first-in-line beneficiaries, four raisers were 
cleared for the roll-over obligation, and 
made profits during the height of COVID-19 
pandemic in 2020 (Table 41).

As part of the FCA’s policy, each member is 
obligated to pay at least Php 300 to the 
association for every sheep they traded. 
From the said sales, Php 3,000 went to the 
association.

Derived from the financial statement of the 
group, the total net income from January to 
December 2020 reached Php 6,667 with 
Php 8,263 as total expenditures.

Plans

ULFA chairperson Maxima Camayang looks 
forward to becoming a livestock multiplier 
hub and supplier in Apayao.

With the program’s goal of organizing the 
beneficiaries into market-driven 
entrepreneurs, ULFA members seek to 
promote their area as the “Sheep Capital of 
the North.”

This July, the set of remaining 49 
2nd-in-line beneficiaries will be validated in 
terms of housing and pasturing area by the 
Community Development Officer and 
Project Development Officer in partnership 
with the Municipal Agriculturist Office to 
check readiness and feasibility of sheep 

raising.

As of May 12, 2021, the FCA was awarded 
Good Standing from the Department of 
Labor and Employment (DOLE), certifying 
that their group is a legitimate labor union 
and workers’ association with 158 members 
who have completed the annual financial 
report of the fiscal year (FY) of 2020.

“Bilang maysa acting Livestock Coordinator 
iti babaen iti association mi kin 
representative iti livestock production, 
agyam yaman kami iti SAAD Program ta 
naikkan kam oportunidad akas bilang nga 
sheep raisers. Isu tay kuna min nga 
arapaap mi nga grupo nga agbalin nga 
Sheep Capital of the North,” said Manong 
Wilfredo.

[As a Livestock Coordinator and treasurer 
of the association, I would like to extend our 
gratitude to the SAAD program for giving us 
the opportunity to enhance our capability as 
Sheep Raisers. Our group is hoping that 
one day, through our collective efforts as 
one association, our municipality will be 
known as the Sheep Capital of the North.] 
### (Kathleen Faye Agonoy)
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Luna, Apayao’s booming sheep production

July 4, 2021

APAYAO, June 29, 2021 – Sheep
 production is booming in Luna, Apayao as 
the Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program supported the 
livestock industry through a livelihood 
project.

Upstream Livelihood Farmers’ 
Association (ULFA)

The Upstream Livelihood Farmers’ 
Association in Luna, composed of 158 
members, is one of the SAAD-established 
farmers’ cooperatives and associations 
(FCAs) in the province.

The group was registered at the 
Department of Labor and Employment 
(DOLE) on July 17, 2017, composed of 
members from five barangays – Dagupan, 
Shalom, Bacsay, San Gregorio, and 
Salvacion.

In 2019, the group engaged in sheep 
production, where 54 members were 
initially chosen to be the first-in-line 
beneficiaries of the said project.

SAAD’s Sheep Production Project

Animal husbandry is raising and breeding 
domesticated livestock for meat, fiber, milk, 
and other products.

According to Wilfredo Rimando, a 
57-year-old farmer, known as Manong 
Wilfredo, treasurer of the ULFA, animal 
husbandry has become the fastest-growing 
sector in terms of agriculture in Luna.

In 2019, the association received 29 sheep 
(25 ewes and four rams), supplemented 
with dairy feeds, forage seeds, biologics, 
and housing assistance worth 
Php 590,318.16. The project was proposed 
by the association after a community 

consultation.

Additional stocks were provided on August 
26, 2020, comprising 50 ewes and one ram, 
with a package of sheep concentrates, 
mineral blocks, vitamins, wound spray, 
drencher, and galvanized wire. In total, the 
project cost was Php 1,044,850.

Each of the 54 first-in-line beneficiaries is a 
caretaker and was given at least one 
sheep.

Economics of sheep raising: 
Farming for profit

Sheep production is a less-risky business 
that requires low initial capital. It requires 
small areas for housing because of their 
small body size compared to other livestock 
like carabao and cows.

After two years of breeding period, the 54 
first-in-line beneficiaries increased their 
sheep production, resulting in 32 offspring 
(21 ewes and 11 rams).

With this, the association started to extend 
stocks to other five members, making them 
the second-in-line beneficiaries.

In summary, the group already raised a total 
of 79 sheep in the 2-year project operation. 
The group also follows the roll-over scheme 
where each of the first-in-line beneficiaries 
will disperse at least a head of sheep to the 
second-in-line beneficiaries until 158 
members receive a stock.

Among the 54 members who are set as 
first-in-line beneficiaries, four raisers were 
cleared for the roll-over obligation, and 
made profits during the height of COVID-19 
pandemic in 2020 (Table 41).

continue to next page

As part of the FCA’s policy, each member is 
obligated to pay at least Php 300 to the 
association for every sheep they traded. 
From the said sales, Php 3,000 went to the 
association.

Derived from the financial statement of the 
group, the total net income from January to 
December 2020 reached Php 6,667 with 
Php 8,263 as total expenditures.

Plans

ULFA chairperson Maxima Camayang looks 
forward to becoming a livestock multiplier 
hub and supplier in Apayao.

With the program’s goal of organizing the 
beneficiaries into market-driven 
entrepreneurs, ULFA members seek to 
promote their area as the “Sheep Capital of 
the North.”

This July, the set of remaining 49 
2nd-in-line beneficiaries will be validated in 
terms of housing and pasturing area by the 
Community Development Officer and 
Project Development Officer in partnership 
with the Municipal Agriculturist Office to 
check readiness and feasibility of sheep 

raising.

As of May 12, 2021, the FCA was awarded 
Good Standing from the Department of 
Labor and Employment (DOLE), certifying 
that their group is a legitimate labor union 
and workers’ association with 158 members 
who have completed the annual financial 
report of the fiscal year (FY) of 2020.

“Bilang maysa acting Livestock Coordinator 
iti babaen iti association mi kin 
representative iti livestock production, 
agyam yaman kami iti SAAD Program ta 
naikkan kam oportunidad akas bilang nga 
sheep raisers. Isu tay kuna min nga 
arapaap mi nga grupo nga agbalin nga 
Sheep Capital of the North,” said Manong 
Wilfredo.

[As a Livestock Coordinator and treasurer 
of the association, I would like to extend our 
gratitude to the SAAD program for giving us 
the opportunity to enhance our capability as 
Sheep Raisers. Our group is hoping that 
one day, through our collective efforts as 
one association, our municipality will be 
known as the Sheep Capital of the North.] 
### (Kathleen Faye Agonoy)
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July 4, 2021

APAYAO, June 29, 2021 – Sheep
 production is booming in Luna, Apayao as 
the Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program supported the 
livestock industry through a livelihood 
project.

Upstream Livelihood Farmers’ 
Association (ULFA)

The Upstream Livelihood Farmers’ 
Association in Luna, composed of 158 
members, is one of the SAAD-established 
farmers’ cooperatives and associations 
(FCAs) in the province.

The group was registered at the 
Department of Labor and Employment 
(DOLE) on July 17, 2017, composed of 
members from five barangays – Dagupan, 
Shalom, Bacsay, San Gregorio, and 
Salvacion.

In 2019, the group engaged in sheep 
production, where 54 members were 
initially chosen to be the first-in-line 
beneficiaries of the said project.

SAAD’s Sheep Production Project

Animal husbandry is raising and breeding 
domesticated livestock for meat, fiber, milk, 
and other products.

According to Wilfredo Rimando, a 
57-year-old farmer, known as Manong 
Wilfredo, treasurer of the ULFA, animal 
husbandry has become the fastest-growing 
sector in terms of agriculture in Luna.

In 2019, the association received 29 sheep 
(25 ewes and four rams), supplemented 
with dairy feeds, forage seeds, biologics, 
and housing assistance worth 
Php 590,318.16. The project was proposed 
by the association after a community 

consultation.

Additional stocks were provided on August 
26, 2020, comprising 50 ewes and one ram, 
with a package of sheep concentrates, 
mineral blocks, vitamins, wound spray, 
drencher, and galvanized wire. In total, the 
project cost was Php 1,044,850.

Each of the 54 first-in-line beneficiaries is a 
caretaker and was given at least one 
sheep.

Economics of sheep raising: 
Farming for profit

Sheep production is a less-risky business 
that requires low initial capital. It requires 
small areas for housing because of their 
small body size compared to other livestock 
like carabao and cows.

After two years of breeding period, the 54 
first-in-line beneficiaries increased their 
sheep production, resulting in 32 offspring 
(21 ewes and 11 rams).

With this, the association started to extend 
stocks to other five members, making them 
the second-in-line beneficiaries.

In summary, the group already raised a total 
of 79 sheep in the 2-year project operation. 
The group also follows the roll-over scheme 
where each of the first-in-line beneficiaries 
will disperse at least a head of sheep to the 
second-in-line beneficiaries until 158 
members receive a stock.

Among the 54 members who are set as 
first-in-line beneficiaries, four raisers were 
cleared for the roll-over obligation, and 
made profits during the height of COVID-19 
pandemic in 2020 (Table 41).

As part of the FCA’s policy, each member is 
obligated to pay at least Php 300 to the 
association for every sheep they traded. 
From the said sales, Php 3,000 went to the 
association.

Derived from the financial statement of the 
group, the total net income from January to 
December 2020 reached Php 6,667 with 
Php 8,263 as total expenditures.

Plans

ULFA chairperson Maxima Camayang looks 
forward to becoming a livestock multiplier 
hub and supplier in Apayao.

With the program’s goal of organizing the 
beneficiaries into market-driven 
entrepreneurs, ULFA members seek to 
promote their area as the “Sheep Capital of 
the North.”

This July, the set of remaining 49 
2nd-in-line beneficiaries will be validated in 
terms of housing and pasturing area by the 
Community Development Officer and 
Project Development Officer in partnership 
with the Municipal Agriculturist Office to 
check readiness and feasibility of sheep 

raising.

As of May 12, 2021, the FCA was awarded 
Good Standing from the Department of 
Labor and Employment (DOLE), certifying 
that their group is a legitimate labor union 
and workers’ association with 158 members 
who have completed the annual financial 
report of the fiscal year (FY) of 2020.

“Bilang maysa acting Livestock Coordinator 
iti babaen iti association mi kin 
representative iti livestock production, 
agyam yaman kami iti SAAD Program ta 
naikkan kam oportunidad akas bilang nga 
sheep raisers. Isu tay kuna min nga 
arapaap mi nga grupo nga agbalin nga 
Sheep Capital of the North,” said Manong 
Wilfredo.

[As a Livestock Coordinator and treasurer 
of the association, I would like to extend our 
gratitude to the SAAD program for giving us 
the opportunity to enhance our capability as 
Sheep Raisers. Our group is hoping that 
one day, through our collective efforts as 
one association, our municipality will be 
known as the Sheep Capital of the North.] 
### (Kathleen Faye Agonoy)

Beneficiary No. of Offspring Sold 
 
a 

Cost per Head 
(Php) 

b 

Earnings 
(Php) 

c 
Antonio Agustin 1 ram 7,000.00 7,000.00 
Felicidad Dela Cruz 3 rams 4,333.34 13,000.00 
Ronie Diza 2 rams 5,500.00 11,000.00 
Wilfredo Rimando 4 rams 6,875.00 27,500.00 

 

Table 41. Sheep Sales from ULFA’s 4 Members

Swine production flourishes in Balbalan,
providing association Php 400K earnings

June 2, 2021

KALINGA, May 31, 2021 – Balbalan, 
Kalinga farmers earned Php 405,113 from 
the 135 hogs produced under the Swine 
Production Sub-project of the Department 
of Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program amid the 
African Swine Fever (ASF) outbreak.

In 2019, the SAAD Dao-angan Farmers 
Association with 51 members became a 
beneficiary of the program, receiving 
Php 2,895,177.49 livelihood provisions on 
Integrated Root Crops and Swine 
Production Project, and Integrated Root 
Crops and Duck Production worth Php 
2,079,880 in 2020.

For swine production, each member 
received a package consisting of one head 
gilt, feeds good for one cycle (from 
breeding to offspring production), and five 
heads of boars for the group.

Keeping the area ASF-free

Despite the ASF outbreak in 2019 to the 
present, 19 members of the group profited 
from the project. The members earned a 
total of Php 405,113 from their 135 hogs 
(Table 42).

The group kept their area ASF-free with the 
following measures:

• Compliance to the prohibition on entrance 
of swine and pork by-products from other 
municipalities and nearby barangay units;

• Discouraging consumption of pork from 
other places;

• Providing proper animal food and 
vitamins; and

• Strict compliance to ASF prevention 
guidelines (biosecurity measures) 

provided by the barangay’s task force.

Synergy: a closer look at good practices

Joana Taylan, a 25-year-old mother of two, 
is a contractual employee at the Western 
District Hospital in Balbalan where she 
earns Php 6,000/month.

Through the said project, Joana earned 
Php 51,190 from her 20 produced hogs 
since 2019 which greatly helped her 
family’s finances.

From her total sales, she expanded her 
pigpen to accommodate an increasing 
number of hogs, bought feeds for her 
stocks, and spent for her family’s expenses 
such as food and bills.

Her produce, together with the other group 
members, is a big help in providing 
disease-free pork in their area.

“Awan patin�a na n� 
panagyaman mi �i day�y n� 
programa ta naikkan kami ti 
op�tunidad n� agb�in n� 
entrepre�ur �i swi
 ken ti 
p	ltry me�ang. Gapu na, 
naa�aan kami ti anot�r s	r� 
e � income n� dakkel n� 
tulong para ti panagbiag ti 
pampam�y� mi,” [Our gratitude is 
endless to this program for giving us the 
opportunity to become entrepreneurs in 
swine production and so with poultry. From 
which, we were given another source of 
income that is a big help for our families’ 
living expenses,] shared Joana, SAAD 
Dao-Angan FA secretary.

As an agreement, the members allocated 
1% of their earnings to the group’s fund to 
keep it running and to supplement the 
swine repopulation and crop projects such 

as turmeric and banana enterprises (for 
2021).

To date, Dao-angan already has a total 
savings of Php 18,400, acquired mainly 
from the swine production project. This is 
expected to increase with the steady 
demand for swine in the province.

Aside from swine production, Dao-angan 
SAAD Organization is currently managing 
an Integrated Root Crops and Duck 
Production which is, at present, on 
production stage.

The DA-SAAD Program will be providing 
training for the organization to prepare 
them for enterprise establishment. ### 
(Sheena Phine Pisco-Dayagon)

January 29, 2021

Jerome Madulin, a 30-year-old farmer from 
Sumasap, Panaon, Misamis Occidental, is 
among the 30 beneficiaries of Php 1.15 
million worth of Swine Production Project of 
the Special Area for Agricultural Develop-
ment (SAAD) Program of FY 2019.

Jerome received the module of gilt and 
feeds on January 16, 2020. After 7 months, 
the gilt got pregnant and gave birth to 19 
piglets on November 2 but unfortunately, 
three died. By December, Jerome was able 
to sell 10 lechon-size pigs (with an average 

weight of 29 kilograms) in his neighborhood 
and brought him an income of Php 32,000.

“Nakatabang gyud ang aku halin sa amu 
inadlaw-adlaw nga panginahanglanon, sa 
gatas og diaper sa akong anak. Akong 
gi-roll aku halin para pangpalit og feeds sa 
aku anay og sa iyang mga baktin unya. 
Duha na mn ka buwan buros ang akong 
anay karon,” Jerome attested.

[The income I earned from the sales of my 
pigs comes handy to provide for our daily 
needs, for my child’s milk and diapers. I 
invested the earnings to procure feeds for 

my sow and its upcoming piglets. My sow is 
two months pregnant now.]

Considering himself lucky as beneficiary, 
Jerome urged his fellow farmers in town to 
value the project provided to them and 
make the most of it to earn extra income.

“Kining hayop basta ato lng atimanon og 
maayo mobalos gyud sila, basta magkugi 
lng gyud [With proper care, rearing farm 
animals is potential livelihood, so long as 
we stay hardworking and diligent],” he 
remarked.

Now he is planning to add another sow by 
choosing a breeder-material from the 
piglets he is anticipating next month.

Swine Production Project in Panaon

As of January 16, 2021, the Agriculture 
Office of Panaon reported 15 gestations out 

of 30 sows provided by SAAD to the 
municipality in January last year. Five sows 
are now reportedly gestating while the 
remaining 10 are yet to gestate. The Local 
Government Unit (LGU) reported five sows’ 
death, subject to a replacement from the 
turned over piglets of the beneficiaries.

There were 120 piglets produced and 22 of 
these were passed on to the next grantee. 
Each beneficiary is obliged to hand over 
two female piglets to the LGU.

Value-addition

As a project upscaling strategy, this year 
the SAAD Northern Mindanao will be 
training the farmers on processed food 
production like longganisa, ham, tocino, 
and chorizo.

“This year we wanted our 
farmers to start and invest in 
enterprising farm activities. We 
want them to step up their 
game in terms of consolidating 
and diversifying their 
products,” said Lana May 
Racines, the SAAD Northern 
Mindanao Head Secretariat.

“We will be providing our 
beneficiaries the series of 
training they needed for 
value-added farm production. 
This effort will go a long way 
not only in sustaining our 
projects but more on 
capacitating our farmers to be 
extra productive especially in 
the midst of this crisis,” 
Racines furthered. ### (Azbie 
Talib)
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July 4, 2021

APAYAO, June 29, 2021 – Sheep
 production is booming in Luna, Apayao as 
the Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program supported the 
livestock industry through a livelihood 
project.

Upstream Livelihood Farmers’ 
Association (ULFA)

The Upstream Livelihood Farmers’ 
Association in Luna, composed of 158 
members, is one of the SAAD-established 
farmers’ cooperatives and associations 
(FCAs) in the province.

The group was registered at the 
Department of Labor and Employment 
(DOLE) on July 17, 2017, composed of 
members from five barangays – Dagupan, 
Shalom, Bacsay, San Gregorio, and 
Salvacion.

In 2019, the group engaged in sheep 
production, where 54 members were 
initially chosen to be the first-in-line 
beneficiaries of the said project.

SAAD’s Sheep Production Project

Animal husbandry is raising and breeding 
domesticated livestock for meat, fiber, milk, 
and other products.

According to Wilfredo Rimando, a 
57-year-old farmer, known as Manong 
Wilfredo, treasurer of the ULFA, animal 
husbandry has become the fastest-growing 
sector in terms of agriculture in Luna.

In 2019, the association received 29 sheep 
(25 ewes and four rams), supplemented 
with dairy feeds, forage seeds, biologics, 
and housing assistance worth 
Php 590,318.16. The project was proposed 
by the association after a community 

consultation.

Additional stocks were provided on August 
26, 2020, comprising 50 ewes and one ram, 
with a package of sheep concentrates, 
mineral blocks, vitamins, wound spray, 
drencher, and galvanized wire. In total, the 
project cost was Php 1,044,850.

Each of the 54 first-in-line beneficiaries is a 
caretaker and was given at least one 
sheep.

Economics of sheep raising: 
Farming for profit

Sheep production is a less-risky business 
that requires low initial capital. It requires 
small areas for housing because of their 
small body size compared to other livestock 
like carabao and cows.

After two years of breeding period, the 54 
first-in-line beneficiaries increased their 
sheep production, resulting in 32 offspring 
(21 ewes and 11 rams).

With this, the association started to extend 
stocks to other five members, making them 
the second-in-line beneficiaries.

In summary, the group already raised a total 
of 79 sheep in the 2-year project operation. 
The group also follows the roll-over scheme 
where each of the first-in-line beneficiaries 
will disperse at least a head of sheep to the 
second-in-line beneficiaries until 158 
members receive a stock.

Among the 54 members who are set as 
first-in-line beneficiaries, four raisers were 
cleared for the roll-over obligation, and 
made profits during the height of COVID-19 
pandemic in 2020 (Table 41).

As part of the FCA’s policy, each member is 
obligated to pay at least Php 300 to the 
association for every sheep they traded. 
From the said sales, Php 3,000 went to the 
association.

Derived from the financial statement of the 
group, the total net income from January to 
December 2020 reached Php 6,667 with 
Php 8,263 as total expenditures.

Plans

ULFA chairperson Maxima Camayang looks 
forward to becoming a livestock multiplier 
hub and supplier in Apayao.

With the program’s goal of organizing the 
beneficiaries into market-driven 
entrepreneurs, ULFA members seek to 
promote their area as the “Sheep Capital of 
the North.”

This July, the set of remaining 49 
2nd-in-line beneficiaries will be validated in 
terms of housing and pasturing area by the 
Community Development Officer and 
Project Development Officer in partnership 
with the Municipal Agriculturist Office to 
check readiness and feasibility of sheep 

raising.

As of May 12, 2021, the FCA was awarded 
Good Standing from the Department of 
Labor and Employment (DOLE), certifying 
that their group is a legitimate labor union 
and workers’ association with 158 members 
who have completed the annual financial 
report of the fiscal year (FY) of 2020.

“Bilang maysa acting Livestock Coordinator 
iti babaen iti association mi kin 
representative iti livestock production, 
agyam yaman kami iti SAAD Program ta 
naikkan kam oportunidad akas bilang nga 
sheep raisers. Isu tay kuna min nga 
arapaap mi nga grupo nga agbalin nga 
Sheep Capital of the North,” said Manong 
Wilfredo.

[As a Livestock Coordinator and treasurer 
of the association, I would like to extend our 
gratitude to the SAAD program for giving us 
the opportunity to enhance our capability as 
Sheep Raisers. Our group is hoping that 
one day, through our collective efforts as 
one association, our municipality will be 
known as the Sheep Capital of the North.] 
### (Kathleen Faye Agonoy)

June 2, 2021

KALINGA, May 31, 2021 – Balbalan, 
Kalinga farmers earned Php 405,113 from 
the 135 hogs produced under the Swine 
Production Sub-project of the Department 
of Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program amid the 
African Swine Fever (ASF) outbreak.

In 2019, the SAAD Dao-angan Farmers 
Association with 51 members became a 
beneficiary of the program, receiving 
Php 2,895,177.49 livelihood provisions on 
Integrated Root Crops and Swine 
Production Project, and Integrated Root 
Crops and Duck Production worth Php 
2,079,880 in 2020.

For swine production, each member 
received a package consisting of one head 
gilt, feeds good for one cycle (from 
breeding to offspring production), and five 
heads of boars for the group.

Keeping the area ASF-free

Despite the ASF outbreak in 2019 to the 
present, 19 members of the group profited 
from the project. The members earned a 
total of Php 405,113 from their 135 hogs 
(Table 42).

The group kept their area ASF-free with the 
following measures:

• Compliance to the prohibition on entrance 
of swine and pork by-products from other 
municipalities and nearby barangay units;

• Discouraging consumption of pork from 
other places;

• Providing proper animal food and 
vitamins; and

• Strict compliance to ASF prevention 
guidelines (biosecurity measures) 

provided by the barangay’s task force.

Synergy: a closer look at good practices

Joana Taylan, a 25-year-old mother of two, 
is a contractual employee at the Western 
District Hospital in Balbalan where she 
earns Php 6,000/month.

Through the said project, Joana earned 
Php 51,190 from her 20 produced hogs 
since 2019 which greatly helped her 
family’s finances.

From her total sales, she expanded her 
pigpen to accommodate an increasing 
number of hogs, bought feeds for her 
stocks, and spent for her family’s expenses 
such as food and bills.

Her produce, together with the other group 
members, is a big help in providing 
disease-free pork in their area.

“Awan patin�a na n� 
panagyaman mi �i day�y n� 
programa ta naikkan kami ti 
op�tunidad n� agb�in n� 
entrepre�ur �i swi
 ken ti 
p	ltry me�ang. Gapu na, 
naa�aan kami ti anot�r s	r� 
e � income n� dakkel n� 
tulong para ti panagbiag ti 
pampam�y� mi,” [Our gratitude is 
endless to this program for giving us the 
opportunity to become entrepreneurs in 
swine production and so with poultry. From 
which, we were given another source of 
income that is a big help for our families’ 
living expenses,] shared Joana, SAAD 
Dao-Angan FA secretary.

As an agreement, the members allocated 
1% of their earnings to the group’s fund to 
keep it running and to supplement the 
swine repopulation and crop projects such 

as turmeric and banana enterprises (for 
2021).

To date, Dao-angan already has a total 
savings of Php 18,400, acquired mainly 
from the swine production project. This is 
expected to increase with the steady 
demand for swine in the province.

Aside from swine production, Dao-angan 
SAAD Organization is currently managing 
an Integrated Root Crops and Duck 
Production which is, at present, on 
production stage.

The DA-SAAD Program will be providing 
training for the organization to prepare 
them for enterprise establishment. ### 
(Sheena Phine Pisco-Dayagon)

Year Hogs Sold Sales 
(Php) 

a 

Feed Cost 
(Php) 

b 

Profit 
(Php) 

c = a-b 
2020 109 426,540.00 90,421.00 336,119.00 
2021 26 91,600.00 22,606.00 68,994.00 
Total 135 518,140.00 113,027.00 405,113.00 

 

Table 42. SAAD Dao-angan FA Swine Production Income

Jerome Madulin earns Php 32k from 
Swine Production Project

January 29, 2021

Jerome Madulin, a 30-year-old farmer from 
Sumasap, Panaon, Misamis Occidental, is 
among the 30 beneficiaries of Php 1.15 
million worth of Swine Production Project of 
the Special Area for Agricultural Develop-
ment (SAAD) Program of FY 2019.

Jerome received the module of gilt and 
feeds on January 16, 2020. After 7 months, 
the gilt got pregnant and gave birth to 19 
piglets on November 2 but unfortunately, 
three died. By December, Jerome was able 
to sell 10 lechon-size pigs (with an average 

weight of 29 kilograms) in his neighborhood 
and brought him an income of Php 32,000.

“Nakatabang gyud ang aku halin sa amu 
inadlaw-adlaw nga panginahanglanon, sa 
gatas og diaper sa akong anak. Akong 
gi-roll aku halin para pangpalit og feeds sa 
aku anay og sa iyang mga baktin unya. 
Duha na mn ka buwan buros ang akong 
anay karon,” Jerome attested.

[The income I earned from the sales of my 
pigs comes handy to provide for our daily 
needs, for my child’s milk and diapers. I 
invested the earnings to procure feeds for 

my sow and its upcoming piglets. My sow is 
two months pregnant now.]

Considering himself lucky as beneficiary, 
Jerome urged his fellow farmers in town to 
value the project provided to them and 
make the most of it to earn extra income.

“Kining hayop basta ato lng atimanon og 
maayo mobalos gyud sila, basta magkugi 
lng gyud [With proper care, rearing farm 
animals is potential livelihood, so long as 
we stay hardworking and diligent],” he 
remarked.

Now he is planning to add another sow by 
choosing a breeder-material from the 
piglets he is anticipating next month.

Swine Production Project in Panaon

As of January 16, 2021, the Agriculture 
Office of Panaon reported 15 gestations out 

of 30 sows provided by SAAD to the 
municipality in January last year. Five sows 
are now reportedly gestating while the 
remaining 10 are yet to gestate. The Local 
Government Unit (LGU) reported five sows’ 
death, subject to a replacement from the 
turned over piglets of the beneficiaries.

There were 120 piglets produced and 22 of 
these were passed on to the next grantee. 
Each beneficiary is obliged to hand over 
two female piglets to the LGU.

Value-addition

As a project upscaling strategy, this year 
the SAAD Northern Mindanao will be 
training the farmers on processed food 
production like longganisa, ham, tocino, 
and chorizo.

“This year we wanted our 
farmers to start and invest in 
enterprising farm activities. We 
want them to step up their 
game in terms of consolidating 
and diversifying their 
products,” said Lana May 
Racines, the SAAD Northern 
Mindanao Head Secretariat.

“We will be providing our 
beneficiaries the series of 
training they needed for 
value-added farm production. 
This effort will go a long way 
not only in sustaining our 
projects but more on 
capacitating our farmers to be 
extra productive especially in 
the midst of this crisis,” 
Racines furthered. ### (Azbie 
Talib)

continue to next page
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December 29, 2021

MOUNTAIN PROVINCE, December 27, 
2021 –  member of the Pudo Farmers 
Organization earned from selling brown 
eggs produced from the Brown Egg 
Production project provided by the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program in Pudo, Natonin, Mountain 
Province.

Before, around 150 households in barangay 
Pudo had their way of providing their basic 
needs through backyard vegetable farming 
and rice enough for family consumption. 
Until the SAAD Program reached the 
community and the proposed brown egg 
production for livelihood assistance came 
and was implemented by most households.

On March 3, the program awarded the 
association a poultry package consisting of 
2,750 DeKalb Brown Chicken and 
supplementary poultry supplies comprising 
40 boxes of dewormer, 40 boxes of 
anti-infectives with vitamins, 220 bags of 
chicken layer mash, 220 bags of corn grits, 
1,100 pieces of tricanthera or madre de 
agua cuttings, 110 poultry drinker, 110 
poultry feeder, and 110 black fishnets worth 
Php 3.1 million under FY 2020.

The group divided the interventions 
received from the program to 110 members 
for individual and backyard production. 
Each member received 25 stocks, two bags 
of chicken layer mash, two bags of corn 
grits, 10 tricanthera cuttings, one poultry 
drinker, one poultry feeder, and a roll of 
black fishnet after having no communal 
area for production.

Aiding in employment: income for a 
stay-at-home mother

A 32-year-old member of the Pudo Farmers 
Organization, Diana Stanley, sold 62 trays 
of eggs at Php 150 per tray from June to 
October 2021. In five months, she earned a 
gross income of Php 9,300 from the project.

Diana is a full-time nursing mother 
depending on her husband for everyday 
living. The project enabled her to earn to 
help support her family’s needs.

“Mayat ta uray a-agyanak ditoy balay adda 
ti sangka-bassit nga ma-in-income ko nga 
pang-gatang ko iti vitamins ti anak ko ken 
pangkusina. Maysa pay mayat met ta 
maipar-paruwar dagitoy da manok ti 
sumaruno nga i-gatang ko iti kanenda nga 
feeds (It is so good that even if I have to 
stay at home, I still earn to buy vitamins for 
my child and provide my family with eggs. 
One thing more, it feels good seeing my 
stocks being able to produce and provide 
for their next feeding),” she expressed.

Diana is just one of more than 6,000 
women beneficiaries in the Cordillera 
served by the program. She plans to 
venture into producing chicks to supply the 
community while the organization will 
receive two units of incubators that they 
could use to expand their venture other 
than egg production. ### (Dinah Ay-yango)

SAAD brown egg chicken production, income 
source for a nursing and stay-at-home mom

Poultry

January 29, 2021

Jerome Madulin, a 30-year-old farmer from 
Sumasap, Panaon, Misamis Occidental, is 
among the 30 beneficiaries of Php 1.15 
million worth of Swine Production Project of 
the Special Area for Agricultural Develop-
ment (SAAD) Program of FY 2019.

Jerome received the module of gilt and 
feeds on January 16, 2020. After 7 months, 
the gilt got pregnant and gave birth to 19 
piglets on November 2 but unfortunately, 
three died. By December, Jerome was able 
to sell 10 lechon-size pigs (with an average 

weight of 29 kilograms) in his neighborhood 
and brought him an income of Php 32,000.

“Nakatabang gyud ang aku halin sa amu 
inadlaw-adlaw nga panginahanglanon, sa 
gatas og diaper sa akong anak. Akong 
gi-roll aku halin para pangpalit og feeds sa 
aku anay og sa iyang mga baktin unya. 
Duha na mn ka buwan buros ang akong 
anay karon,” Jerome attested.

[The income I earned from the sales of my 
pigs comes handy to provide for our daily 
needs, for my child’s milk and diapers. I 
invested the earnings to procure feeds for 

my sow and its upcoming piglets. My sow is 
two months pregnant now.]

Considering himself lucky as beneficiary, 
Jerome urged his fellow farmers in town to 
value the project provided to them and 
make the most of it to earn extra income.

“Kining hayop basta ato lng atimanon og 
maayo mobalos gyud sila, basta magkugi 
lng gyud [With proper care, rearing farm 
animals is potential livelihood, so long as 
we stay hardworking and diligent],” he 
remarked.

Now he is planning to add another sow by 
choosing a breeder-material from the 
piglets he is anticipating next month.

Swine Production Project in Panaon

As of January 16, 2021, the Agriculture 
Office of Panaon reported 15 gestations out 

of 30 sows provided by SAAD to the 
municipality in January last year. Five sows 
are now reportedly gestating while the 
remaining 10 are yet to gestate. The Local 
Government Unit (LGU) reported five sows’ 
death, subject to a replacement from the 
turned over piglets of the beneficiaries.

There were 120 piglets produced and 22 of 
these were passed on to the next grantee. 
Each beneficiary is obliged to hand over 
two female piglets to the LGU.

Value-addition

As a project upscaling strategy, this year 
the SAAD Northern Mindanao will be 
training the farmers on processed food 
production like longganisa, ham, tocino, 
and chorizo.

“This year we wanted our 
farmers to start and invest in 
enterprising farm activities. We 
want them to step up their 
game in terms of consolidating 
and diversifying their 
products,” said Lana May 
Racines, the SAAD Northern 
Mindanao Head Secretariat.

“We will be providing our 
beneficiaries the series of 
training they needed for 
value-added farm production. 
This effort will go a long way 
not only in sustaining our 
projects but more on 
capacitating our farmers to be 
extra productive especially in 
the midst of this crisis,” 
Racines furthered. ### (Azbie 
Talib)
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Agta IP farmers earn from SAAD’s mallard duck egg production

November 4, 2021

SORSOGON, November 3, 2021 – 
Members of the Ogod Indigenous People 
Agta Agricultural Production Association 
earned from selling egg produce by the 
mallard ducks livelihood production 
provided by the Department of Agriculture – 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program in Barangay Ogod, 
Donsol, Sorsogon.

Before the implementation of the Program, 
around 680 indigenous people living in 
Brgy. Ogod have their own way in providing 
their basic necessities until the proposed 
mallard ducks egg production for livelihood 
assistance was implemented.

In June 2021, the program offered the 
association a poultry package consisting of 
400 mallard ducks and supplementary 
poultry supplies consisting of 50 bags of 
layer feeds, 40 laminated sacks, and 8 rolls 
of net amounting to Php 370,000.

The association divided the interventions 
received from the program to 39 members 
consisting of 13 clusters (at least 3 
members per cluster). Each cluster 
received 30 mallard ducks for their egg 

production.

On that month, SAAD National Director 
Myer G. Mula together with SAAD Bicol 
Action Officer and Chief of Field Operations 
Division Dr. Mary Grace DP. Rodriguez 
visited the association and spearheaded 
the turnover of the project.

Sustaining the family’s needs: 
a testimony

A 54-year-old member of the association, 
Felix Mendiola, sold 465 mallard duck eggs 
which cost Php 6 each from July to 
September 2021. In three months, he 
earned Php 3,330 from the project.

Tatay Felix is also a rice farmer and a 
kagawad in Barangay Ogod, where he gets 
his primary source of income. The profit 
earned from the SAAD project helped him 
in supporting his family’s needs.

“Magayon ang proyekto kan SAAD Program 
dahil bukod sa pagiging kagawad, igwa pa 
akong pinagkakakikitaan sa pag benta ki 
mga bunay kan itik na mas makakatabang 
sa pang konsumo kan sakuyang pamilya 
uru-aldaw (SAAD Program’s project is good 
because aside from being a barangay 

kagawad, I have another  source of income 
through selling mallard duck eggs which 
helps me better in my family’s daily 
consumption),” he shared.

Meanwhile, 48-year-old barangay tanod 
Salvador Niones earned Php 3,000 from 
600 mallard duck eggs which he sold at 
Php 5 each from July to September.

Tatay Salvador is thankful to the SAAD 
Program as he cried saying, “Mahirap 
lang po k�i kami… Kaya 
m�aking tulong sa amin ang 
SAAD na binigyan kami ng m� 
�ik. Gu�o ko po �o map�a� 
para may pagkonsumo kami 
araw-araw (We are poor. The SAAD 
Program relieves this by giving us mallard 
ducks. I want to make this grow so that we 
can use it for our daily consumption).”

Another beneficiary, Amier Avisado, a 
barangay tanod and a single parent of four, 
harvested more than 500 mallard duck 
eggs. She sold 300 eggs at Php 5 each and 
accumulated an income of Php 1,500 from 
July to September. The other eggs 
harvested were allocated for table 
consumption.

According to her, she struggled when her 
house was demolished in 2019 for the 
construction of a pabahay (free shelter) 
project initiated by the municipality. While 
the free shelter project is aimed at assisting 
locals such as Amier, the construction will 
take time before it becomes available for 
occupancy.

At the brink of homelessness, she rendered 
laundry service and sold vegetable produce 
to get by and sourced out additional income 
to rent for a small house with her children 
from her Php 900 monthly earnings as a 
barangay tanod since July 2021.

Amier believes that the SAAD Program 
would change her life and assist her 
family’s needs through the mallard ducks 
she received.

“Nagtutubod ako na ang SAAD ang 
ma-dugtong sa kapobrehan paduman sa 
pangkabuhayan. Maabot ang panahon 
na ini ay magdakol kaya dakulang 
pasasalamat po talaga sa SAAD Program 
(I believe that SAAD will help the poor to 
make a livelihood. The time will come that 

January 29, 2021

Jerome Madulin, a 30-year-old farmer from 
Sumasap, Panaon, Misamis Occidental, is 
among the 30 beneficiaries of Php 1.15 
million worth of Swine Production Project of 
the Special Area for Agricultural Develop-
ment (SAAD) Program of FY 2019.

Jerome received the module of gilt and 
feeds on January 16, 2020. After 7 months, 
the gilt got pregnant and gave birth to 19 
piglets on November 2 but unfortunately, 
three died. By December, Jerome was able 
to sell 10 lechon-size pigs (with an average 

weight of 29 kilograms) in his neighborhood 
and brought him an income of Php 32,000.

“Nakatabang gyud ang aku halin sa amu 
inadlaw-adlaw nga panginahanglanon, sa 
gatas og diaper sa akong anak. Akong 
gi-roll aku halin para pangpalit og feeds sa 
aku anay og sa iyang mga baktin unya. 
Duha na mn ka buwan buros ang akong 
anay karon,” Jerome attested.

[The income I earned from the sales of my 
pigs comes handy to provide for our daily 
needs, for my child’s milk and diapers. I 
invested the earnings to procure feeds for 

my sow and its upcoming piglets. My sow is 
two months pregnant now.]

Considering himself lucky as beneficiary, 
Jerome urged his fellow farmers in town to 
value the project provided to them and 
make the most of it to earn extra income.

“Kining hayop basta ato lng atimanon og 
maayo mobalos gyud sila, basta magkugi 
lng gyud [With proper care, rearing farm 
animals is potential livelihood, so long as 
we stay hardworking and diligent],” he 
remarked.

Now he is planning to add another sow by 
choosing a breeder-material from the 
piglets he is anticipating next month.

Swine Production Project in Panaon

As of January 16, 2021, the Agriculture 
Office of Panaon reported 15 gestations out 

of 30 sows provided by SAAD to the 
municipality in January last year. Five sows 
are now reportedly gestating while the 
remaining 10 are yet to gestate. The Local 
Government Unit (LGU) reported five sows’ 
death, subject to a replacement from the 
turned over piglets of the beneficiaries.

There were 120 piglets produced and 22 of 
these were passed on to the next grantee. 
Each beneficiary is obliged to hand over 
two female piglets to the LGU.

Value-addition

As a project upscaling strategy, this year 
the SAAD Northern Mindanao will be 
training the farmers on processed food 
production like longganisa, ham, tocino, 
and chorizo.

“This year we wanted our 
farmers to start and invest in 
enterprising farm activities. We 
want them to step up their 
game in terms of consolidating 
and diversifying their 
products,” said Lana May 
Racines, the SAAD Northern 
Mindanao Head Secretariat.

“We will be providing our 
beneficiaries the series of 
training they needed for 
value-added farm production. 
This effort will go a long way 
not only in sustaining our 
projects but more on 
capacitating our farmers to be 
extra productive especially in 
the midst of this crisis,” 
Racines furthered. ### (Azbie 
Talib)
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these [ducks] will grow and multiply, so I 
thank the SAAD Program very much).”

Three of the IP farmers earn an additional 
income from the duck eggs sold within the 
community of Ogod in Donsol. As a 
beginning enterprise, the farmers are in the 
process of tapping other agencies and the 
LGU for marketing assistance.

Agta Chieftain Rogelio Salinas extended 
his gratitude for the help of the SAAD 
Program to the association.

“Pasasalamat ko sa SAAD dahil sa 
naitaong pangkabuhayan sa mga IP na 

medyo kapos sa hanap-buhay lalo na 
ngunyang pandemya (I am thanking the 
SAAD Program for the livelihood they gave 
to the IPs who do not have enough sources 
of income especially in this time of 
pandemic),” chieftain Salinas expressed.

In addition, the SAAD Program is set to 
conduct a training on duck production to the 
association scheduled tentatively in 
October or November 2021.

To sustain the project, the association plans 
to venture on salted egg production and 
leche flan enterprise. ### (Pauline Trixia 
Borja)

Beneficiary No. of 
Eggs Sold 

(pc) 

Price/Piece 
(Php) 

Market Income 
(Php) 

Felix Mendiola 465 6.00 
Barangay Ogod 
neighborhood 

2,790.00 
Salvador Niones 600 5.00 3,000.00 
Amler Avisado 500 5.00 1,500.00 

 

Table 43. Income from SAAD Mallard Duck Production Project 
(July-September 2021)

Mountain Province elder earns from 
DA-SAAD chicken production project

October 14, 2021

There is no retirement age in farming. The 
wide spectrum of activities in agriculture 
enables experienced elderly workers to 
remain socially integrated especially in 
economic activities.

Farming can be done by almost everyone, 
be it as simple as putting up a garden in a 
small green space of a stone building to 
produce staple kitchen needs. In short, 
agriculture is age-inclusive.

It is important for the health of the old age 
sector, especially those who worked their 
whole lives to still be considered and 
enabled to pursue their passions, activities, 
and still be involved in networks that can 
create or sustain relationships, to feel a 
sense of still being needed, able, and in 
touch.

The Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program has been empowering 
not just the marginalized sector but the 
sub-sectors comprising it. The program 
offers an equal opportunity to community 
members by means of distributing 
agricultural capital, education, and 
technical support, made possible by the 
cooperation of the regional, provincial, and 
local government units. The program helps 
in capturing the productive potential of a 
community, including the elders.

There is no retirement age in agriculture

Enrique Billet, 69, finds comfort in tending 
to his free-range chickens acquired through 
the DA-SAAD Program in Mountain 
Province.

“Agyamanak iti dytoy nga opportunity ta 
imbag la nga isu nalag-an nga trabaho-en 
iti padak nga lumakayen [I am grateful for 

this opportunity since the labor it requires 
suits my ability as an elderly],” he happily 
shared.

Tatang Enrique, attaining primary education 
at most during his youthful days, makes a 
living selling his produce from alternately 
tending to his camote fields and vegetable 
gardens.

He belongs to the Kankanaey tribe of 
elders, whose opinions are highly solicited 
during consultations during conflict 
management in the community.

Tatang Enrique is a father to five children 
with 23 grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren who call him Lolo or 
Tatang.

His whole family concentrated on 
gardening, producing highland vegetables 
such as beans, potatoes, green peas, 
Chinese cabbage, and cabbage, leaving 
most of his production area under their 
care.

Currently living with his youngest son, 
Tatang manages to personally cultivate his 
crop, as an advantage of being fit. He said 
his secret to maintaining his health is 
nutritious food and mountain tea or gipas.

With his garden, Tatang usually earns 
around Php 5,000 from selling cultivated 
beans and other lightweight vegetables to 
nearby barangays with help from his wife.

Tatang Enrique’s SAAD project

In September 2020, Tatang Enrique was 
chosen as a beneficiary to the SAAD’s 
Free-range Chicken Production Project in 
Napua, Sabangan.



He received 47 four-week-old brown 
chickens, a sack of poultry starter feed, two 
bags of 19 kilograms (kg) poultry grower 
feeds, four sacks of 11kg poultry finisher 
feeds, a roll of fishnet, Amazon wires, and a 
plastic drum as materials for the chicken 
fence.

Maintaining his farm, Tatang starts his day 
attending to his SAAD-granted chicken 
inputs before going to his vegetable 
garden.

In three months, the chickens reached the 
marketable size and were sold at Php 450 
per head giving him an income of Php 
21,150 in December 2020.

Part of his earnings was used to acquire 20 
additional brown chickens and feeds for his 
second production cycle, where he earned 
Php 10,000 in March 2021.

This time, Tatang Enrique invested all his 
sales for another cycle where he bought 65 
day-old chicks at Php 95 per head for a 
total of Php 6,175 and two sacks of starter 
feed at Php 3,000 (1,500/sack).

As an elder implementing livelihood under 
the program, Tatang Enrique is assisted by 
able representatives among his household 
members or is receiving re-echoed 
information and monitoring progress.

Capitalizing on experience

Tatang Enrique is no stranger to the 
downside of raising chickens, encountering 
eight mortalities since he started rearing 
free-range chickens from the project. He 
addressed the problem through the practice 
of isolation or separating sick and weak 
stocks from the healthy group as well as 
provision of multivitamins.

When his third cycle stocks reached the 

marketable size, his stocks intended for 
selling were turned down due to 
lower-priced broiler-culls in the market.

“Awan maaramidak ta panawen met piman 
ti kalaban ket sakto pay nagsi-ngato ti 
gagatangen ket syempre mas pilien da ti 
praktikal mas nabababa presyo nan ga 
broiler cull. Nu pay man kasta ket 
kasapulan nga agtuloy ti biyag,” Billet said 
in an interview.

[I cannot do anything because sometimes 
we are all caught by the circumstances that 
we all must face. I cannot blame them if 
they have to be practical in buying broiler 
culls which are much cheaper compared to 
brown chicken. I have no choice but to 
accept and move forward in life.]
Considering the consumption and 
expenses for his stocks if they stay for 
another month, he decided to sell the 
stocks around his area, and to his relatives 
to cut down expenses.

Determined to continue his farming journey, 
Tatay Enrique looks forward to receiving 
inputs for the swine repopulation program 
scheduled in their area as part of the 
SAAD’s  2021 interventions. His savings 
from the chicken production is allotted for 
establishing a pen for his upcoming 
venture.

The project is in support of the national 
efforts for the revitalization of the swine 
industry in the country.

Tatay Enrique is so used to farming that he 
regards his farm work as his daily exercise. 
At his age, he is thankful to be considered 
as SAAD beneficiary, while performing his 
duty as one of the elders in their tribe. Tatay 
is still far from considering stopping and is 
still up to discovering other agricultural 
ventures. ### (Dinah Ay-yango)
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Health worker to egg producer: 
Rosita Masangkay’s story

October 14, 2021

The bottom line of social integration is to 
aim for a balanced and cohesive 
relationship between sectors in the 
community. While impairments occur 
among the old age sector that can hinder 
functional roles in society, an emphasis on 
the free exercise of rights and responsibility 
in the community should be promoted.

Senior citizens are a repository of 
community values, traditions, and customs. 
They are a living carrier of experiences 
throughout history who physically lived 
during significant times that led to the 
current cultural, economic, and political 
systems in society.

With this in consideration, policies and 
programs that promote inclusion and 
provide the needs across age sectors 
should be initiated and at the very least, 
supported.

It is essential for the old age sector, 
especially from the marginalized rural 
communities, to be linked to different 
groups that consider them as part of an 
active community, economic, or political 
operation.

The Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program understands the need 
for the senior citizen community members 
especially in the rural areas where poverty 
incidences are high to remain in the loop of 
economic activities.

Through agricultural livelihood provisions, 
seniors are welcomed in farmers’ 
associations where they are given an 
opportunity, once again to have the 
capacity to source food and income for the 
younger members of the family.

In encouraging this, through the program, 
seniors can access both economic and 
personal well-being development.

Nanay Rosita’s retirement journey

SAAD’s Egg Production Project has been 
Rosita Masangkay or Nanay Rosita’s main 
source of income since she retired as a 
volunteer Barangay Health Worker in Brgy. 
Calawag, Magsaysay, Occidental Mindoro 
in 2020. The project makes it possible for 
her to continue to support her family’s food 
and her personal maintenance medicines.

Nanay Rosita, 65, is a member of the 
Poultry Calawag Association (PCA) since 
its inception in 2019.

Upon learning about SAAD’s proposed egg 
production project, Nanay Rosita showed 
interest in becoming a part of the 
production because of its potential. She 
was appointed as the association’s auditor, 
working alongside other officers in 
managing the group.

Nanay Rosita is no stranger to hardships in 
life. A native of Calawag, she worked as a 
kasambahay or helper for her relatives at a 
very young age (10 years old) to support 
her schooling until middle school. Her 
education was forced to a halt due to 
financial difficulties.

In the mid-’70s, she had her own family and 
settled in the same barangay in Occidental 
Mindoro. She and her husband worked in 
the fields as farm laborers, arawan as they 
call it, earning Php 100/day to send their 
four children to school.

“Araw-araw ako nag-aarawan para may 
baon ang mga anak ko. (Wala kasing 
paaralan dito noon kaya) sa San Jose pa 
sila nag-aaral kaya kailangang-kailangan 
nila ng pamasahe,” shared Rosita.

[I worked on the farm for a daily 
commission so I can provide allowance to 
my children. (There were no schools in our 
town so) they had to go to San Jose for 
school, that’s why they really needed 
money for transportation.]

In 1982, Rosita volunteered to be a 
Barangay Health Worker (BHW) in 
Calawag. She assisted neighbors with their 
health concerns serving her community for 
39 years, receiving a very humble 
allowance of Php 550/month.

Because of rheumatism as she approached 
her golden age, Nanay Rosita stopped 
working in the fields and as a BHW, 
focusing her energy on household 
activities.

Now that she’s decided to retire, Nanay 
Rosita turned her attention to her 
involvement in the SAAD Program.

Nanay Rosita and PCA’s 
Egg Production Project

PCA has a policy of a 30:70 ratio on yield 
production per day. The group rotates 
members on duty for the poultry site, where 
30% of the day’s egg harvest will go to the 
member assigned on the day, while 70% 
shall go to the association.

In a month, each member is able to tend 
the poultry site at least twice. Nanay Rosita 
receives an average of 83 eggs every 
month from managing the poultry. On-site, 
she feeds the chickens, monitors and 
records data, and harvests eggs.

Some eggs are used for her family’s food 
consumption, some are shared with her 
other relatives, while the rest are sold to the 
neighbors and sari-sari stores for Php 6 
apiece.

In three months, Nanay Rosita was able to 
save Php 1,500 from selling eggs which are 
used for maintenance medicine for her and 
her husband, and for their eldest son who 
suffered from a severe seizure a few years 
back. Her modest income, combined with 
her husband’s income from being a street 
sweeper employed by the local government 
is put together by her family to get by.
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“Tumatak sa isip ko ang sinabi ni Engr. 
Ferry noong nag-training kami. Sabi niya sa 
amin na kailangang buo ang loob naming 
mga benepisyaryo at magsanay at maglaan 
kami ng oras lalo na’t kumikita ang aming 
samahan. Nagpapasalamat ako sa SAAD 
kasi naging miyembro ako (ng Poultry 
Calawag Association) kahit na matanda na 
ako. Mayroon akong napagkukunan para 
matulungan ko ang asawa ko sa mga 
gastusin namin. Gusto kong magtuloy-tuloy 
pa dahil may kita na, may natututunan pa,” 
Nanay Rosita shared.

[I remember Engr. Ferry’s words during our 
training. He told us that we need to be 
determined and we need to train and allot 
time for our earning association.
I am grateful to SAAD because of the 
opportunity to be a member (of the Poultry 
Calawag Association) even in my 

retirement age. I now have a source of 
income to help my husband provide for our 
needs. I still want to continue because not 
only does the project provide income, I also 
learn.]

Currently, the farmers PCA is engaged in 
egg production by the SAAD Program, from 
which they received ready-to-lay chickens 
of Lohman breed (2019 inputs) and shall be 
receiving another 288 head for expansion. 
This project is supplemented with feeds, 
vitamins, and other poultry materials. The 
group also plans to engage in swine 
production.

SAAD Program: empowering sectors 
and communities

While old age is usually accompanied by 
quips on discounts, pension, and priority 

lanes, there are significant social 
undertones in being a “senior citizen”.

How Filipinos view the concept of family is 
relatively successful in embedding a culture 
that honors the old age sector. Values such 
as pagmamano, using po or opo, calling 
strangers with the same terms we use to 
call our own family such as lolo, lola, or ‘nay 
or ‘tay demonstrate how communities show 
a sense of integration across sectors.

Although it is very quick to link old age to 
quips and vulnerability, especially during 
the recent health and economic crises, a 
number of old age people still actively 
participate in varied economic activities.

It is imperative that policies should 
consider and align the old age sector to 
foster their potentials and maximize their 

participation, specifically in food production 
and other economic activities.

However unfortunate, specific to the 
marginalized sector, senior citizens like 
Nanay Rosita continue to work to provide 
for themselves and the younger family 
members. Programs and initiatives such as 
SAAD comprise a holistic approach for the 
senior beneficiaries to physically engage in 
agricultural activities fit for their health 
limitations while providing a sense of 
fulfillment and relationship through 
independent food production and earning 
profit through small enterprises. ### 
(Dianne Francis Sy and Jessa Mae Gabon)

Senior citizens FA generates Php 168K gross income from eggs

October 8, 2021

Background

The Barangay Sibsib Senior Citizen 
Farmer’s Association (BSSCFA) in Tulunan, 
North Cotabato, organized on June 15, 
2020, is composed of 25 members 
(Table 44) chaired by Antonio Awit. Most 
members only earned a minimum of Php 
3,000 monthly as they are now aged, 
unemployed, and retirees.

They were relying on the government’s 
assistance to senior citizens – which could 
only meet enough basic needs for their own 
families.

About Antonio Awit

Antonio Awit, 76, is a senior pensioner in 
Brgy. Sibsib, Tulunan. He and his 
71-year-old wife, Adela, have three 
children.

Lolo Antonio, as they call him, has been 

farming for a living since childhood. He 
said, life wasn’t easy as he grew up from a 
poor family. He was only a high school 
graduate because his parents couldn’t 
afford to send him to college so he chose to 
work on the farm with his family.

When he turned 60, he joined the BSSCFA 
and was chosen as the President.

Project implementation

The Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program of the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) chose the 
association as a beneficiary of the 
Php 117,764 worth of Layer Chicken Egg 
Production Project under FY 2021.

On March 28, 2021, the group received 336 
chickens and 8 bags of feeds. Prior to the 
distribution, the group had already built a 
mini-poultry house for the chickens.

Day and night they took good care of the 
chickens until they laid more and more 

eggs. They collected the eggs and sold 
them to the market. The money they’ve 
earned was used for buying feeds, 
vitamins, and egg trays.

5 months production income

In April 2021, the chickens laid 64 trays 
of eggs and the group sold them at 
Php 180/tray providing them an income of 
Php 11,520. 

The next month, their production tripled. For 
five months, the association produced 936 
trays of eggs providing them a gross 

income of Php 168,480. Subtracting total 
expenses and the caretakers’ salaries, the 
association gained a net income of 34,805 
(Table 45).  

The chicken will continue to produce eggs 
for up to two years, in which the group 
plans to gradually replace them with the 
new layers.

continue to next page
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Problems encountered 
and solutions made 

The main problem that the 
group encountered is the 
pricing of their eggs when 
sold to the local market, 
because most of the 
competitors sell at cheaper 
prices, compared to that of 
the association.

With the initiative of the 
SAAD Region 12 Focal 
Person Maimona Amil, the 
program will assist the 
association in selling their 
eggs through the KADIWA ni 
Ani at Kita, an activity of the 
DA-Agribusiness and 
Marketing Assistance 
Division.

This way, the products of the 
association would be easily 
traded since the KADIWA 
program is operating around 
the entire region.

Plans

The association proposed to 
expand their project after 
SAAD Director Myer Mula 
and Focal Person Amil 
decided to provide 
additional chickens for the 
group to produce more eggs 
which will relatively increase 
the group’s income. 

Also, Director Mula 
suggested for the group to 
start producing chicken 
meat, organic eggs, and 
organic fertilizer. The group 
will submit a project 
proposal for them to receive 
an egg incubator to realize 
the director’s suggestions. 
### (Aisa Tina and Mark 
Anthony Marfe)

Members Age 

Antonio Awit  76 

Estanisino Gallentes 68 

Elena Perez 63 

Lelita Panes 78 

Rodolfo Galilang 79 

Julie Cateral 71 

Rodolfo Pueblo 76 

Edna Calforo 68 

Elesia Cloud 66 

Vilma Rafael 71 

Crispina Tiao 69 

Encarnacion Bacosco 76 

Norma Taay 73 

Adela Awit 71 

Elisa Abos 67 

Nelly Ambid 74 

Dina Bantulo 63 

Teresa Dimalaluan 73 

Estralla Algura 61 

Genoviva Devila 74 

Nelila Concepcion 72 

Editha Pacino 68 

Thelma Porque 78 

Leonor Ferril 67 

Merly Banez 73 
 

Table 44. Brgy. Sibsib Senior 
Citizen Association 
members

Month Trays Sold Gross Income 
(Php) 

April 64 11,520.00 

May 215 38,700.00 

June 213 38,340.00 

July 221 39,780.00 

August 223 40,140.00 

Subtotal 936 168,480.00 

Particulars Expenses 

Inputs (Feeds, vitamins, biologics, 
egg trays, and electricity 

95,675.00 

Labor  38,000.00 

Subtotal 133,675.00 

Net Income  
(Gross income – Expenses) 

34,805.00 

 

Table 45. Brgy. Sibsib Senior Citizen FA’s 
Egg Production Income
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Six Nunungan farmers' Php 289K income from 
eggs, an enterprise in the making

September 22, 2021

Emam’s life before and during the onset 
of COVID-19

The more that the health system issues 
have become even more glaring in the 
country, the more that it has been much 
harder for the less fortunate people. It 
pushed them even farther behind – job loss, 
less income, and scarred livelihoods.

To address the said concerns, the 
Department of Agriculture (DA), as the 
responsible agency for ensuring a 
food-secure Philippines with prosperous 
farmers and fisherfolk, provides 
interventions to speed up recovery, reduce 
poverty, and promote inclusive growth. One 
of its programs that helps the marginalized 
sectors is the Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program.

After a year of the COVID-19 crisis, the 
program implementers sat down with the 
beneficiaries and chatted about what life 
has been for them over the past 12 months.

Aminodem Emam, 31, a father of a toddler 
and a newborn baby, is a tenant of a 2 
hectares (ha) area planted with corn and 
coconut as his family’s main source of 
income. However, his earning is just 
enough for their daily needs. Income from 
corn and coconut is every three months, of 
which one-fourth is surrendered to his 
landowner. With this system, he always 
resorts to borrowing for his daily food 
consumption and other essentials from a 
relative’s store.

Mr Emam´s life was cruel because he was 
considered a hand-to-mouth existence, 
especially during the pandemic.

In March 2018, Mr. Emam along with 24 
farmers organized themselves as Paridi 
Corn and Coconut Farmer’s Association 
(PCCFA) in Nunungan, Lanao Del Norte. 
They hope the group would easily get 
assistance from the government and other 
agencies.

During the pandemic in 2019, the 
municipality was chosen as one of the 
program recipients with PCCFA as the 

beneficiary.

How the 6 members of PCCFA benefited 
from the SAAD’s Egg Production Project

On September 15, 2020, PCCFA’s 25 
members received each Php 74,000 worth 
of Egg Production Project under FY 2019 
funding worth Php 1,850,000. This includes 
48 ready-to-lay chickens, layer cage, 
chicken feeds, egg tray, biologics, and 
poultry shed materials.

Mr. Emam together with five other members 
combined their cages in one poultry house. 
He acted as the caretaker. He fed the 
chickens thrice a day, supplied clean water, 
provided the right amount of vitamins, and 
collected the chicken dung.

After three months, in January, they started 
to market their eggs weekly in Sultan Naga 
Dimaporo.

Documenting the harvest for each members 

is crucial, that’s why Mr Emam made sure 
to record each members egg production.

From January to August 2021, Mr. Emam 
and the other five members of PCCFA 
gathered 1,697 trays of eggs and sold them 
at a price range of Php 160-200 totaling to 
Php 289,780 in just eight months 
(Table 46).

With the SAAD’s chicken production 
project, each member of PCCFA earned 
Php 1,500-1,700 a week just by selling 
eggs in Sultan Naga Dimaporo’s local 
market.

As a caretaker, Mr. Emam also gets paid 
Php 150-200 a week for taking care of the 
other’s five chicken cages including fuel 
expenses during the delivery.

Mr. Emam said that the said project is 
giving him high revenue in a short period of 
time. He also added that this can provide 
both income and employment opportunities 

continue to next page



77

to unemployed educated youth by raising 
poultry commercially.

Group status

The association has a monthly regular 
meeting wherein they update the status of 
the received project, sharing different 
concerns and problems, and creating ideas 
on how to improve their ways to sustain it.

The Php 50 per member monthly due is 
also collected during the meeting, which 
will be used to buy feeds and antibiotics. It 
can also be used as loan money with a 
favorable interest to their fellow members.

Challenges from PCCFA’s poultry 
farming

In June, Mr. Emam noticed that some of his 
chickens show symptoms of bird flu, like 
swollen eyes and colds, caused by the rainy 
season. With that, he quarantined all of 
those with symptoms in a separate area 
and provided them vitamins and antibiotics. 
Unfortunately, five of his chickens died, 
leaving him only 43 heads.

However, this did not hinder him from 

continuing the project since he and the 
other members are earning from it. He just 
had to carefully manage the poultry by 
giving the right amount of vitamins and 
supplements to boost their immune system.

Target of PCCFA’s chicken production 
project after two years

The members said that they will continue 
the SAAD project even though the chickens 
will stop producing eggs and be sold for 
culling in two years. They already planned 
to gradually replace the old with the new 
ones.

With the money they saved for each 
members’ weekly earnings, it would be 
easier for them to buy new layer chicken.

Also, they believe the project could be a 
potential poultry farming business where 
they could market chicken eggs and poultry 
meat.

For Mr. Emam, he paid his debt and no 
longer depends on it. ### (Ruth Esther 
Bermundo and Jennifer Valcobero)

Month  
(2021) 

Eggs Harvested  
(tray) 

Sales Total Sales 
(Php) Small Medium Large Extra Large Jumbo 

 (Php 160.00)  (Php 170.00) (Php 180.00) (Php 190.00) (Php 200.00) 

January 240 19,200.00 11,900.00 8,500.00 0 0 39,600.00 

February 241 19,040.00 11,900.00 9,360.00 0 0 40,300.00 

March 250 18,400.00 13,940.00 9,540.00 0 0 41,880.00 

April 228 16,800.00 11,050.00 9,900.00 570.00 0 38,320.00 

May 210 13,920.00 8,840.00 7,740.00 4,370.00 0 34,870.00 

June 180 0 13,260.00 13,500.00 2,850.00 2,400.00 32,010.00 

July 180 0 11,560.00 15,300.00 2,850.00 2,400.00 32,110.00 

August 168 0 6,290.00 10,800.00 11,400.00 2,200.00 30,690.00 

Total 1,697 87,360.00 88,740.00 84,640.00 22,040.00 7,000.00 289,780.00 
 

Table 46. PCCFA Chicken Egg Production Income (6 members)

4 Antique FAs earn Php 48K within 
a month from egg production

August 21, 2021

Four farmer’s associations (FA) in 
Valderrama, Antique are claiming high 
hopes of prosperity after their first bountiful 
egg harvest earning Php 48,117 from July 
10 to August 13.

The livelihood project is under the FY 2021 
Chicken Layer Egg Production Project of 
the Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program.

The groups are the Canipayan Irrigators’ 
Association (CIA), Manlacbo Aton 
Kauswagan Association (MAKA), 
Salaksakan Irrigators’ Association 
(Salaksakan IA), and Bunsod Farmers’ 
Association (BUFA), who received the 
poultry package on June 22. They are 
mostly making ends meet through their little 
income from their jobs as farm workers and 
on-call laborers.

Situated in neighboring upland villages with 
inconvenient farm-to-market road, most of 

the group 
members rely 
in rice 
production. 
Moreover, 
majority of the 
farmers do not 
sell their rice, 
but instead 
save this for 
home 
consumption.

In sadness, 
residents have 
to pay Php 100 
for a 
“habal-habal” 
ride and 
another 
Php100 for 

their crops just to get to the barangay 
proper which is about five kilometers away.

In mid-2020, the four associations attended 
a consultation of the SAAD Program 
through the Municipal Agriculture Office. 
They became eligible as one of the SAAD’s 
partner-associations with a bid to help their 
immediate community by gaining access to 
additional sources of livelihood such as the 
poultry project.

Project implementation

From the day they received the said 
intervention, each association selected five 
first-line beneficiaries and established a 
communal poultry farm.

The beneficiaries followed the technical 
procedures of properly feeding the laying 
hens, supplying the right amount of feeds 
and vitamins, providing antibiotics when 
there are signs and symptoms of bird flu, 
and keeping them away from noise and 
distraction.

SAAD Area Coordinator Elvin Acosta 
assigned at the municipality and agriculture 
technicians of the Municipal Agriculturist 
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Office offered technical assistance and 
expertise to augment the needs of the 
associations.

Key results

After almost two months of caring for the 
ready-to-lay-pullets, the farmers gathered 
50 to 60 pieces of eggs a day which they 
sold to local buyers in their neighborhood, 
sari-sari stores and snack houses in the 
town proper.

Most of the harvested eggs were classified 
as small and medium sizes which are sold 
at Php 150 to 200 per tray.

They gathered a total of 12,114 pieces of 
eggs and earned a combined income of 
Php 48,117 from July to August (Table 47).

Canipayan Irrigators’ Association (CIA)

Situated in Barangay Canipayaan, the 37 
members of CIA received the FY 2021 
Chicken Layer Egg Production Project 
worth Php 253,946. The intervention 
includes 48 heads of laying hens, three sets 
of drugs and biologics, 13 bags of layer 
feeds, 25 pieces of egg trays, a weighing 
scale, a roll of water hose, four chicken 
crates, and a drum.

Ricardo Ungsod, the group’s president, 
said the poultry project provides a great 
support for their members’ daily 
consumption especially during this 
pandemic.

“Bahul gid nga bulig ang proyekto nga 

chicken layer kang SAAD hay naka tugro 
gid kang additional income sa amon nga 
mga mangunguma,” said Ricardo.

(The chicken layer [egg production] project 
from SAAD has greatly helped because it 
gave additional income to us farmers.)

To intensify the positive and consistent 
outcome of their livelihood project, the 
association plans to engage in 
value-adding activities.

They are also looking forward to expanding 
their production by purchasing more 
chickens to ensure that all of their members 
could partake in the SAAD project.

Manlakbo Aton Kauswagan Association 
(MAKA)

With 20 members, MAKA in Barangay 
Manlacbo received the FY 2021 SAAD’s 
poultry project consisting of 48 heads of 
layer chicken with fabricated cages, two 
sets of drugs and biologics, 12 bags of 
layer feeds, 25 egg trays, a roll of water 
hose, and four chicken crates worth 
Php 239,062.

According to MAKA president 48-year-old 
Ma. Fe Gono, five first-in-line beneficiaries 
take turns in maintaining their poultry farm, 
ensuring health and safety of the animals, 
as well as cage maintenance and repair. 
The scheduling strategy will ensure 
participation and familiarity with animal 
management among the members. The 
group agreed to select another set of five 
beneficiaries every six month.

Ms. Gono also cited challenges that the 
group met and overcame such as nurturing 
the laying hens at the beginning of the 
project.

“Medyo challenging ang pag umpisa namon 
kang project. May apat kami ka manok nga 
nagmasakit kag napatay tungod sa sip-on 
kag siguro sa stress sa travel. Gin-separate 
namon sila kag nangayo sang advice sa 
mga experts sa banwa. Na-stop namon ang 
mortality sang amon mga manok,” Ms. 
Gono said.

(Starting this project was a bit challenging. 
We have four mortalities among our laying 
hens due to respiratory illness and maybe 
due to stress on travel. We separated the 
chickens and sought advice from local 
experts. We were able to limit the mortality 
among our chickens.)

Salaksakan Irrigators’ Association

The Salaksakan IA in Barangay Ubos has 
35 registered members. They received the 
Php 239,062 worth of SAAD’s poultry 
package which includes 48 heads of laying 
heads, drugs and biologics,12 bags of layer 
feeds, 25 egg trays, a roll of water hose, 
and four chicken crates.

For his part as the LISFA chairman, Mikel 
Rizardo recognized SAAD’s livelihood 
project as a huge help for both the 
members and their consumers.

“Bahul gid nga bulig ang Chicken Layer 
Egg Production Project kang SAAD sa 
amon rigya nga komunidad, ilabi na gid 
nga may pandemic pa. Indi lang ang mga 
miyembro kang amon grupo ang nabuligan 
kundi ang mga pumuluyo kang amon 
barangay paagi sa masustansya kag 
preska nga mga itlog,” said Mr. Rizardo.

(The Chicken Layer Egg Production Project 
of SAAD helped us a lot in our community, 
especially now that we are facing a 
pandemic. The project did not just help our 
members but also residents of our 
community through nutritious and fresh 
eggs.)

Mr. Rizardo said they envisioned their 
group as not just a farming-reliant group but 
also as the top producer of eggs not just in 
their barangay but in the municipality of 
Valderrama and even to the neighboring 
towns.

Bunsod Farmers’ Association (BUFA)

Led by Reynaldo Ado, the BUFA has 28 
active members who cultivate the fertile 
grounds of Barangay Bunsod.

They were granted with Php 253,946 worth 
of FY 2021 Chicken Layer Egg Production 
Project that includes 48 heads of laying 
hens, three sets of drugs and biologics, 13 
bags of layer feeds, 25 pieces of egg trays, 

Association Date Eggs Harvested 
(pc) 

Gross Income 
(Php) 

Canipayan Irrigators’ Association July 14 to August 11 3,569 11,820.00 

Manlacbo Aton Kauswagan Association July 10 to August 13 3,908 16,072.00 

Salaksakan Irrigators’ Association July 22 to August 7 2,041 8,710.00 

Bunsod Farmers’ Association July 24 to August 3 2,596 11,515.00 

Total 12,114 48,117.00 
 

Table 47. Egg Production Income of CIA, MAKA, Salaksan IA, and BUFA

continue to next page
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a weighing scale, a roll of water hose, four 
chicken crates, and a drum.

The group agreed to put the chicken in a 
communal farm and take turns in taking 
care of them instead of rearing the poultry 
individually at home.

They are planning to utilize their profit in 
purchasing additional ready-to-lay pullets to 
increase the group’s egg production as well 
as replenish the stocks from SAAD.

“Kami nagapasalamat gid nga nakalab-ut 
ang SAAD sa amon barangay kay nagtugro 

gid ang ini nga programa kang additional 
income. Sa urihi kung ma maintain namon 
ang paghimakas, insakto nga 
record-keeping kag financial management, 
puedi pagid namon ma expand ang amon 
poultry project,” said Mr. Ado.

(We are grateful that the SAAD has reached 
our barangay because it gave us additional 
income.  Someday, if we maintain our hard 
work, proper record keeping and financial 
management, we can still further expand 
our poultry farm.) ### (Christ John 
Gamarcha)

SAAD ZDN group expands layer 
chicken production using earnings

August 18, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, August 16, 
2021 – The Litolet Consumers Cooperative 
(LICONCO) (25 members) in Siayan, 
Zamboanga del Norte purchased 12 
modules (576 head) of layer chickens to 
replenish the interventions received from 
the Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program in 2018.

The association started culling their 
chickens in June. The chickens were sold 
at Php 150 each, to which they earned 
approximately Php 64,000. “The income 
from the culls were added to our savings so 
we can restock those culled chickens. We 
spent Php 334,080 to avail the ready-to-lay 
chickens,” said LICONCO vice chairperson 
Marie Grace Herminigildo.

At present, LICONCO manages 30 modules 
or a total of 1,440 layer chickens. “When we 
received this project, we committed 
ourselves to work hard and agreed to save 
money every month intended for the 
renewal of the layers until they reach 18 

months,” said Ms. Herminigildo.

In 2018, LICONCO (25 members) initially 
received two modules (48 head per module) 
of Layer Chicken Raising Egg Production 
Project. Later that year, SAAD provided 
them with an additional 10 modules of 
chickens. Then, in 2020, they were 
provided another 18 modules of the same 
project.

All in all, LICONCO received Php 1.9 
million worth of interventions from the 
program.

“The LGU of Siayan helps us by displaying 
the eggs at the Municipal Agriculture 
Office,” she explained.

“We are grateful that the SAAD Program 
has reached us, it imparted a big role to our 
barangay by providing us additional income 
opportunities. Someday, if we maintain our 
hard work, proper record-keeping and 
financial management, we can still further 
expand our poultry farm to earn more,” she 
added.

Status of Layer Chicken Egg Production 
Projects in Siayan, Zamboanga del Norte

As of August 2021, 6 groups, including 
LICONCO, spent Php 1,015,200 for the 
replenishment and expansion of their 
production from their savings.

Seriac Consumers Cooperative (16 
members), Macasing Consumers Coopera-

tive (14 members), and Moyo Consumers 
Cooperative (15 members) replaced four 
modules each.

On the other hand, Datagan Consumers 
Cooperative (15 members) stocked up four 
and availed additional four modules, while 
Soguilon Consumers Cooperative (15 
members) replaced two and added another 
four modules. ### (Aimee Lou Madjus)
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Woman farmer earns Php 52K from 
chicken production project

August 14, 2021

A farmer and a housewife with four kids, 
Annaliza Dibaratun, attested she is now 
earning an average of Php 6,000 monthly 
from selling eggs, two years after she 
received the chicken production project 
from the Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program.

Annaliza is a resident in Purok 4, Sapad, 
Lanao Del Norte who’s making ends meet 
through her little income from a sari-sari 
store and her husband’s honorarium as 
barangay councilor.

She is a member of the Malasalug Farmers 
Association (MFA) which was registered in 
the Department of Labor and Employment 
(DOLE) on June 4, 2012. The group started 
at 27 and presently expanded to 100 
members, of which most are tenant 
farmers.

SAAD Region 10 provided the livelihood 
under the Php 7.7 million-worth Integrated 
Agricultural Livelihood Project to the 
following: chicken to 22 members of the 
group, carabaos to 30 members, goats to 
26 members, and cattle to 22 members in 
December 2019.

As a beneficiary of the chicken production, 
Annaliza received 48 chickens, a chicken 
cage, 6 bags of chicken feeds, 48 egg 
trays, three plies of nipa, two plies of rattan, 
two plain sheets, four pieces of lumber, two 
boxes of nails, and a bottle of 
antibiotic-long acting water solution. All 
amounts to Php 74,696.

Project implementation

From the day Annaliza received the poultry, 
she followed the technical procedures of 
properly feeding the chicken, supplying the 
right amount of feeds and vitamins, 

providing antibiotics when there are signs 
and symptoms of bird flu, and keeping them 
away from noise and distractions.

She also maintained the area’s cleanliness. 
The chicken dung is being processed as 
organic fertilizer for the group’s backyard 
garden.

Chicken production income

From January to July, Annaliza gathered 
324 trays of eggs which she sold at 
Php 170-180/tray. This gave her a gross 
income of Php 52,280 (Table 48).

She shared that the secret to her success is 
perseverance and diligence. In fact, she is 
now a supplier of eggs to a local bakery in 
barangay Poblacion. Since she can only 
gather at least two trays, which is not 
enough to supply the whole bakery 
operation, she found an alternative to meet 
the demand by buying eggs from her 
neighbor who is also a SAAD beneficiary.

According to Annaliza, the project provides 
a great support for her family’s daily 
consumption especially during this 
pandemic. It gave additional income to 
supply her sari-sari store and even made 
her save for their future.

Most of the members have the same 
feedback that the SAAD project is an 
alternative source of income which 
supported them during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Problems encountered and 
solutions made

Even though her success as egg supplier 
is evident, Annaliza has faced multiple 
challenges which almost made it 
impossible for her to continue to buy and 
sell eggs.

Upon project implementation, 13 chickens 
died due to bird flu. Other SAAD 
beneficiaries experienced the “molting” 
phase when chickens lose their feathers, 
typically stopping them from laying eggs.

To solve their problems, Annaliza fed the 
chickens on time, minimized the noise in 
the surroundings to reduce their stress, and 
boosted their immunity with the right 
amount of vitamins.

Since the price of drugs and biologics in 
the market have increased, she is asking 
for assistance from the local government 
unit for free vaccines and vitamins.

At this time, Annaliza has 35 chickens left 
in her egg machine. She, along with the 
MFA members, is looking for chicken 
suppliers in nearby towns to eventually 
replace their chickens. ### (Ruth Esther 
Bermundo and Jennifer Valcobero)

Month Eggs Harvested 
(Tray) 

Selling Price 
(Php) 

Gross Income 
(Php) 

January 53 170.00 9,010.00 

February 48 170.00 8,160.00 

March 54 170.00 9,180.00 

April 49 170.00 8,330.00 

May 46 180.00 8,280.00 

June 37 180.00 6,660.00 

July 37 180.00 6,660.00 

Total 324   56,280.00 
 

Table 48. Annaliza Dibaratun’s Chicken Egg 
Production Income
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SAAD youth beneficiary invents improvised 
incubator for brown egg production

August 6, 2021

MOUNTAIN PROVINCE,  August 5, 2021 –  
Twenty-four-year-old Jomarie Pacpacong, 
an electronics graduate of the Baguio 
College of Technology (BCT) of Leseb, 
Bauko in Mountain Province, invented an 
improvised incubator for Leseb Community 
Farmers Association’s (LCFA) Brown Egg 
Production Project.

The Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program in Cordillera 
Administrative Region (CAR) provided the 
livelihood in August 2019. Jomarie 
improvised an incubator employing 
knowledge in electronics to have a 
worthwhile stay after being stranded in his 
hometown due to the pandemic.

“Lockdown ket napansin ko nga ginmaget 
dagiti pakpakanen nga inted iti program 
nga ag-itlog sunga napanunot ko kasla 
mayat padasen iti agpa-adu met iti manok 
ken tapnu adda kuma maisukat nu 
kas-kas-anu. Diyayen nga na-antig ti 
curiousitik nu kas-anu nga usaren 
agpa-pissa iti incubator ta imbag la nga 
adda ar-aramiden ken pang-i-apply-an iti 
kaamuwan iti electronics ken advance nga 
technology sunga in-youtube ko,” shared 
Jomarie.

[It was during the lockdown last year when I 
noticed more chicken we availed from the 
program has started to lay more eggs. This 
tickled my curiosity about producing for 
stock replacement in the future. Backed by 
the knowledge about electronics that I 
acquired from school and with the 
advanced technology today, I researched 
the process of hatching on YouTube.]

He came across the term “candling” as part 
of the process of using an incubator and 
asked the help of her younger sister in 

Bontoc for the purchase of the pieces 
needed in the construction which he built in 
about a week.

With the improvised incubator, they 
incurred four batches of incubation 
supposedly composed of 102 eggs with 
only 19 heads materializing from two 
successful batches due to lack of generator 
backup power source in times of power 
interruptions.

Pegged at Php 200 per head, they incurred 
an additional income of Php 2,400 from 
selling 12 hatchlings of eight weeks old. 
The other seven hatchlings served as a 
supplement to address shortage of 
Ready-To-Lay [RTL] stocks in the locality.

About Joemarie and LCFA

Jomarie is the son of Nelia Pacpacong and 
a grandson to Helen Coniyat who are 
among the 125 members of the LCFA, 
dominantly composed of Kankanaey 
indigenous members. The group was 
established and registered under the 
Department of Labor and Employment 
(DOLE) in 2019.

“Because of the improvised incubator, we 
replaced our seven heads of mortality 
weeks after the delivery of our stocks due to 
extreme weather conditions in our locality,” 
claimed Nelia.

The association is grateful for how a son of 
theirs was able to come up with a new 
technology that could inspire the 
association to push with their future dream 
of breeding their own stock.

“Aye naragsak kami nga adda gayam anak 
mi nga maka-aramid iti mabalin nga 
mausar pangpa-adu tapnu dakami en kuma 
iti maka-pa-pissa iti pang-sukat mi iti inted 
iti project tapnu nai-ruruwam en iti 
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panawen mi ditoy,” LCFA business 
manager Gilda Bangwa said.

[We are very grateful to know that we have 
a son who is able to fabricate a technology 
that enables us into breeding our future 
stocks; at least it is acclimatized in our 
area.]

Nelia and Helen are daughter and mother 
tandem. They have decided to join their 
stocks and rear them in a common area 
upon knowing they were considered as 
SAAD beneficiaries following a series of 
meetings and consultation in their 
barangay.

As a long-time vegetable grower, Nellia 
Pacpacong, 49, and Helen Coniyat, 65, are 
very grateful to the Department of 
Agriculture Cordillera’s SAAD Program for 
the opportunity to raise chicken for brown 
eggs, which has given an additional source 
of income Php 29,322.

“Dakkel nga pagyaman mi nga iti dytoy nga 
chansa nga mainayun nga beneficiary iti 
SAAD ta tadta nga pandemic ket adda iti 
isupay nga pag-alaan ti kanen nga sabali 
ngem iti nateng nga igagarden mi kar-karu 
idi nag-lockdown,” Helen said.

[It is with gratitude for the chance to 
become beneficiary to the SAAD especially 
during the lockdown. We have other 
sources of food other than the vegetables 
we are planting.]

 About the project

The association received a Brown Egg and 
Vegetable Production package consisting of 
chickens, poultry feeds from starter to layer, 
sets of poultry housing, harvest facilities, 
pechay and lettuce seeds, plastic crates, 
and knapsack sprayer worth Php 4,972,000 
in 2019.

Each beneficiary received 30 free-range 
chickens, two starter poultry feeds, two 
grower poultry feeds, four sacks layer 
poultry feeds, a cyclone wire roll, three 

pieces of corrugated GI leaf, two pieces of 
24 eggs capacity plastic egg trays, a piece 
plastic crate, two sachets of pechay seeds, 
two sachets of lettuce seeds, two pieces of 
plastic crates, and a knapsack sprayer.

Aside from the feeds provided, they 
provided the chicken with supplementary 
feeding of sayote leaves and other edible 
vegetables available in their garden or 
community.

As a result, combined sales of Nelia and 
Helen on their egg production from January 
2020 to June 2021 reached Php 92,722, 
with feed expenses of Php 63,400. In total, 
the net profit is Php 29,322.

The family used part of their egg collections 
for daily consumption, while the rest were 
allocated for sale in the community and the 
market.

The participation of the younger generation 
can help introduce new technologies while 
also learning traditional methods (Farming 
First, 2013). In Jomarie’s case, he 
improvised the incubator with the end in 
mind to help his oldies enter breeding when 
producing eggs.

Jomarie is inspired to learn more about 
breeding of chicken through the SAAD 
intervention and is willing to undergo 
technical training on vaccine administration 
and beak trimming to ensure the quality of 
produce.

He looks forward to a partnership with other 
government institutions that could support 
him in acquiring a generator to complement 
his venture in chicken breeding. More than 
investing in his personal growth, he is also 
willing to share his knowledge on 
incubators with fellow beneficiaries. ### 
(Dinah Ay-yango)

Date of 
Incubation 

No. of Eggs 
Incubated 

Result 
(Hatchlings) 

Success Rate 
(%) 

Remarks 

July 18 to 
August 9, 2020 

12 7 58 Served as replacement 
for the mortalities 

September 17 
to October 9, 
2020 

30 12 40 
Pegged at Php 
200/head at 8 weeks 
old for Php 2,400 

November 1 to 
25, 2020 

30 0 - Brown-out 

December 5 to 
January 2, 2021 

30 0 - Brown-out 

Total 102 19 19  
 

Table 49. Performance of the Incubator

Tigunhao’s all-women farmers group earns 
Php 24K from SAAD’s egg production project

August 4, 2021

Background

Laua-an is a 4th class municipality in 
Antique at about 55.10 kilometers away 
from the province’s main commercial center 
– San Jose. 

Farming is the major occupation in Laua-an 
and fishing is the secondary source of 
income. About 2,280.49 hectares are 
devoted to agricultural crop production 
(rice, corn, vegetable, fruit, and root crop), 
representing 12.20% of the total land area 
of the municipality.

Tigunhao is among the town’s inland 
villages nestled amid steeped terrains that 
are suitable for agriculture. To get there, 
one must ride a motorcycle for hire or 
habal-habal. 

In 2010, a group of Tigunhao’s female 
indigenous people (IP) called Iraynon 
Bukidnon organized themselves and named 

their organization as Ratanila Cluster Level 
Association (RCLA). 

According to the group’s president, 
59-year-old Marsalina Labanon, the goal of 
RCLA is to establish an alliance of rural 
women, including the youth, that would 
secure a hunger-free community through 
sustainable agriculture.  

They were able to register their association 
at the Department of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE) in 2014.  

In 2019, RCLA with 77 members was 
selected as a beneficiary of the Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program’s Chicken Layer Egg Production 
Project worth Php 371,629.30. 

The local government unit of Laua-an, 
through the Municipal Agriculture Office 

continue to next page
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(MAO), paved the way for the inclusion of 
RCLA’s low-income farmers to the SAAD 
livelihood projects. 

The all-women group envisioned this 
livelihood intervention as an alternative 
source of income for Tigunhao’s marginal 
farmers living in geographically 
disadvantaged areas and likewise a 
potential enterprise that could augment 
RCLA members who are heavily reliant on 
rice farming.  

Implementation

In December 2020, the SAAD Western 
Visayas team turned over 144 ready-to-lay 
pullets with one-month supply of feeds, 
biologics, a complete set of cages, feeders, 
and waterers to RCLA (Table 50).

To further boost their production, the SAAD 
team dispersed two additional sets of layer 
chicken on February 3, 2021 which were 
funded through the program’s savings. 

The MAO facilitated an orientation on layer 
chicken raising two weeks before the 
official distribution of ready-to-lay pullets to 

prepare the beneficiaries on proper 
handling. 

The office also stepped up its efforts since 
the SAAD team deemed it prudent to forgo 
technical training due to restrictions 
brought about by the coronavirus disease 
2019 (COVID-19) pandemic. 

Through hard work and labor, the RCLA 
farmers built a housing facility to protect the 
laying hens from extreme weather 
conditions and natural predators such as 
snakes and wild cats. 

The group likewise agreed to put the animal 
housing in a lot owned by a member that is 
150 feet from residences so it will not cause 
sanitation and environmental issues. It is 
their way of having an ownership to the 
project. 

Ms. Labanon as the FA president has been 
hands-on in the day-to-day operations of 
their poultry project. 

Although RCLA hired a poultry caretaker, 
she still strictly oversees the cleanliness of 
the housing and she makes 

sure that correct data is 
being logged in the daily 
production record. Paper 
audit is being conducted 
every week. 

Ms. Labanon also acknowledged that 
poultry lice and mite infestation as 
common challenges in raising ready-to-lay 
hens. As a risk mitigation measure, they 
bathe the chickens once a month and 
inspect them frequently to make sure they 
are healthy and clean. 

Results

Over two months of caring and feeding for 
the three initial sets of ready-to-lay pullets, 
the RCLA’s egg production started to pick 
up.  

According to Ms. Labanon, the chickens 
started laying eggs in late February 2021 
and their production went on full swing by 

mid-March. 

Meanwhile, the 98 additional chickens had 
a stable egg production in April. Ms. 
Lebanon said they could only collect a tray 
or two per day during the first month of 
harvesting. In mid-March, their harvest 
eventually grew to three to four trays per 
day. 

Five modules, which translates to 240 
heads of layer chicken, have resulted in a 
net income of Php 24,029 from February 19 
to July 2021 (Table 51). 

The eggs were marketed locally at the 
group’s consolidating center or “bagsakan” 
in the barangay proper. 

Most of the locals in Tigunhao buy their 
eggs at the bagsakan due to the 
convenience of its location. Some even 
ordered several trays ahead of time. 

Date Projects Quantity Unit of 
Measure 

Unit Cost 
(Php) 

Total Cost 
(Php) 

2020 

Layer Chicken Egg Production 371,629.30 

Layer Chicken 240 head 50,000.00 250,000.00 

Drugs and Biologics 3 set 5,000.00 15,000.00 

Feeds 30 bag 1,884.31 56,529.30 

Wheelbarrow 3 unit 10,500.00 10,500.00 

Egg Weighing Scale 3 unit 15,000.00 15,000.00 

Egg Trays 240 piece 12,000.00 12,000.00 

Water Drums 3 unit 9,000.00 9,000.00 

Water Hose 3 roll 3,600.00 3,600.00 
 

Table 50. Breakdown of RCLA’s Interventions Received



84

The consolidating center was established 
through the help of the DA Western 
Visayas’ Agribusiness and Marketing 
Assistance Service Division (AMAD). 
“This egg business helped our community 
get through the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic. We did not only provide fresh 
and nutritious food on the table of our 
families but also ensured that no one would 
go hungry during the community quarantine 
in our area,” said Labanon.  

To make their egg business more efficient, 
the group members utilized the egg 
weighing scale given by SAAD. Each tray, 
the small eggs (50g) are sold at Php 65, 
medium eggs (55g) at Php 70, and large 
eggs (60g) at Php 80.

Challenges

Ms. Labanon shared their struggles along 
the way while implementing the poultry 
project. Their biggest challenges include 
the following:

1. Lack of cooperation of some members

The RCLA was able to iron this concern by 
encouraging everyone to regularly attend 
meetings and motivating each other to be 

accountable for their duties and 
responsibilities. The association’s secretary 
also imposed attendance checking and 
monitoring.

2. Low egg production 

Observing the day-to-day operation of the 
poultry project, Ms. Labanon noticed that 
chickens will not eat when the lighting in 
the poultry house gets dimmed which 
results in low egg production. To get 
continued and maximum egg production 
from their hens, the RCLA installed three 
40-watt incandescent bulbs. The group also 
decided to switch to a new brand of layer 
feeds which is more expensive but contains 
more nutrients. 

Plans 

Ms. Labanon said they are upbeat of their 
group’s future undertakings, specifically in 
the management of the egg production 
project from SAAD. They are planning to 
sell their chicken dung as fertilizers to 
residents practicing backyard gardening 
with the price of Php 200/sack.

The association is likewise looking forward 
to sustaining their poultry project by 

procuring 100 more ready-to-lay pullets to 
replace the older hens. 

In hopes to establish links with institutional 
buyers, the group aims to create a social 
media page where they could trade their 
produce online through the help of 
agricultural technicians from the MAO. 

The RCLA members also hope to continue 
equipping themselves with knowledge, 
hands-on experience and additional 
technical know-how as they gear up 
towards bigger poultry farm engagement to 
become Laua-an’s egg basket. ### (Christ 
John Gamarcha)

Table 51. RCLA’s Egg Harvest from February-July 2021

Month Eggs Gathered 
(pc) 

Sales  
 
a 

Monthly 
Expenses   

b 

Net Income 
 

a-b 

February  97 576.00 0 576.00 

March 1,335 7,992.00 788.00 7,204.00 

April 1,559 9,288.00 3,152.00 6,136.00 

May 1,656 9,936.00 3,331.00 6,605.00 

June  608 4,864.00 2,850.00 2,014.00 

July  438 3,504.00 2,010.00 1,494.00 

Total 5,596 36,160.00 12,131.00 24,029.00 
 

SAAD OccMin 
association prepares 

for chicken production 
expansion 

June 28, 2021

PALUAN, OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, 
June 26, 2021 – The Paluenos Chicken 
Laying Farmers Association (PaCLayFA) 
prepared for another wave of 
Ready-to-Lay (RTL) Chicken Production 
from the Department of Agriculture – 
Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program by 
investing materials for housing 
expansion.

PaCLayFA with 29 members is expected 
to receive another set of 288 RTL 
chicken from SAAD in July. As part of 
capability and accountability building, 
the program and the beneficiaries 
agreed that the association’s 
counterpart is to provide chicken cages 
and expand their RTL housing.

In this light, the association invested to 
purchase a welding machine for housing 
maintenance and development. The 
fund used for said purchase came from 
the association’s savings in compliance 
with the agreed “counterpart” effort from 
the beneficiaries.

According to Lilibeth Gonzales, 
chairperson of PaCLayFA, the welding 
machine will greatly reduce the cost of 
building additional cages, saving almost 
Php 300 for the rental fee and Php 
600-800 per day for labor.

Additionally, since welding activities 
may be occasional, the group also plans 
to provide welding rental services 
primarily to members of the association 
with lower fees.

continue to next page
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Meanwhile, customers in need of welding 
services outside their association will also 
be entertained to increase the group’s 
income, utilizing skilled welders in their 
group.

In May, the association produced 6,730 
pieces of eggs and acquired earnings 
amounting to Php 42,254 in 30 days. This 
earning sets the group’s expansion plan in 
motion.

Since the awarding of the first set of RTL 
chickens in October 2020, PaCLayFA 
produced an average of 6,000 to 7,000 
pieces of eggs monthly. Eggs are being 
sold in the Paluan Local Market.

The current RTL housing measures 4×12 
square meters (sqm) and houses 288 
chickens. After the expansion, the housing 

will be 7×18 square meters which will 
house 576 chickens.

The expansion of the RTL housing and the 
building of additional cages are still 
ongoing. Members of the association join 
hands in doing needed construction and 
preparation.

The association hopes to have their egg 
production doubled from 6,000-7,000 eggs 
per month to 12,000-14,000 eggs one to 
two months after the expansion is 
completed, projecting a double gross sales 
up to Php 80,000-85,000.

Expecting steady finances and savings for 
the association, the group moves forward 
through loaning funds to their members to 
help with their finances. ### (Dianne 
Francis Sy)

Independent egg production in Leseb, 
aids access to food and nutrition sufficiency

June 28, 2021

MOUNTAIN PROVINCE, June 25, 2021 –  
Brown egg producers in Barangay Leseb in 
Bauko, Mountain Province found added 
income by raising chickens in their 
backyards, bankrolled by the Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA–SAAD) Program.

Leseb Community Farmers’ Association 
(LCFA) chairperson Efren Gaqui said that 
despite the minimal sale of eggs, the 
venture became advantageous to the 
community with a daily supply of fresh eggs 
enjoyed by families.

“Sa production, maliit ang volume kaya di 
kalakihan pero meron naman. Mas ang 
napupunta dun sa family consumption kung 
saan napupunan ang pangangailangan ng 
bawat pamilya sa fresh na nasa bakuran 
lang kaya ‘di na kinakailangang bumili pa,” 
he claimed.

[In terms of production, we can sell some 
with a few heads that we each have. But it’s 
more the fresh eggs readily available for 
our family’s consumption without having to 
buy in the stores, he said.]

From the project, residents now have 
access to fresh eggs and vegetables. The 
beneficiaries also gained income for the 
family which helped them survive the 
pandemic.

About LCFA

LCFA was established in September 2019 
with 125 members and was given the 
Brown Egg and Vegetable Production 
Project worth Php 4,871,000 apportioning 
Php 30,960 grant for each beneficiary.

In 2020, additional stocks were given such 
as biologics and feeds to level up their 

brown egg production and lead them to 
operate a small community-based 
enterprise in the future.

Members also engage in the production of 
highland vegetables with Chinese cabbage, 
garden peas, carrots, potatoes, and 
cabbage in a 15 hectare (ha) production 
area.

They are now into a larger scale of 
production for the market and home 
consumption through the SAAD assistance.

Dekalb brown chicken

DeKalb Brown Chicken is the most popular 
breed in cage-free egg production 
producing brown eggs (Braganza, 2020).

The hen’s environment can have a major 
impact. For example, eggs from hens that 
are allowed to roam in the sunshine contain 
3-4 times the amount of vitamin D in eggs 
from a conventionally raised hen (Jones, 
2017).

Moreover, DeKalb chicken can be fed with 
greens such as sayote leaves, sayote, and 
other edible greens available in the locality.

Project implementation

The LCFA is bound to receive a total of 
3,667 heads of 16-week-old free-range 
chicken, where 1,262 heads have been 
initially delivered, along with two sacks of 
poultry starter feeds, two sacks of poultry 
grower feeds, four sacks of poultry layer 
feeds, a roll of cyclone wires, corrugated GI 
sheet, plastic egg trays, plastic crates, and 
various vegetable seeds (Table 52).
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“Aye naragsak kami nga adda gayam anak 
mi nga maka-aramid iti mabalin nga 
mausar pangpa-adu tapnu dakami en kuma 
iti maka-pa-pissa iti pang-sukat mi iti inted 
iti project tapnu nai-ruruwam en iti 
panawen mi ditoy,” LCFA business 
manager Gilda Bangwa said.

[We are very grateful to know that we have 
a son who is able to fabricate a technology 
that enables us into breeding our future 
stocks; at least it is acclimatized in our 
area.]

Nelia and Helen are daughter and mother 
tandem. They have decided to join their 
stocks and rear them in a common area 
upon knowing they were considered as 
SAAD beneficiaries following a series of 
meetings and consultation in their 
barangay.

As a long-time vegetable grower, Nellia 
Pacpacong, 49, and Helen Coniyat, 65, are 
very grateful to the Department of 
Agriculture Cordillera’s SAAD Program for 
the opportunity to raise chicken for brown 
eggs, which has given an additional source 
of income Php 29,322.

“Dakkel nga pagyaman mi nga iti dytoy nga 

chansa nga mainayun 
nga beneficiary iti 
SAAD ta tadta nga 
pandemic ket adda iti 
isupay nga pag-alaan 
ti kanen nga sabali 
ngem iti nateng nga 
igagarden mi kar-karu 
idi nag-lockdown,” 
Helen said.

[It is with gratitude for 
the chance to become 
beneficiary to the 
SAAD especially 
during the lockdown. 
We have other 
sources of food other 
than the vegetables 
we are planting.]

About the project

The association received a Brown Egg and 
Vegetable Production package consisting of 
chickens, poultry feeds from starter to layer, 
sets of poultry housing, harvest facilities, 
pechay and lettuce seeds, plastic crates, 
and knapsack sprayer worth Php 4,972,000 
in 2019.

Each beneficiary received 30 free-range 
chickens, two starter poultry feeds, two 
grower poultry feeds, four sacks layer 
poultry feeds, a cyclone wire roll, three 
pieces of corrugated GI leaf, two pieces of 
24 eggs capacity plastic egg trays, a piece 
plastic crate, two sachets of pechay seeds, 
two sachets of lettuce seeds, two pieces of 
plastic crates, and a knapsack sprayer.

Aside from the feeds provided, they 
provided the chicken with supplementary 
feeding of sayote leaves and other edible 
vegetables available in their garden or 
community.

As a result, combined sales of Nelia and 
Helen on their egg production from January 
2020 to June 2021 reached Php 92,722, 
with feed expenses of Php 63,400. In total, 
the net profit is Php 29,322.

The family used part of their egg collections 
for daily consumption, while the rest were 
allocated for sale in the community and the 
market.

The participation of the younger generation 
can help introduce new technologies while 
also learning traditional methods (Farming 
First, 2013). In Jomarie’s case, he 
improvised the incubator with the end in 
mind to help his oldies enter breeding when 
producing eggs.

Jomarie is inspired to learn more about 
breeding of chicken through the SAAD 
intervention and is willing to undergo 
technical training on vaccine administration 

and beak trimming to ensure the quality of 
produce.

He looks forward to a partnership with other 
government institutions that could support 
him in acquiring a generator to complement 
his venture in chicken breeding. More than 
investing in his personal growth, he is 
also willing to share his knowledge on 
incubators with fellow beneficiaries.

Each member has an average collection of 
20 eggs per day since their stocks 
[delivered August 2019] started laying 
around January 2020. ### (Dinah 
Ay-yango)

Interventions Quantity Unit of 
Measure 

Cost 
(Php) 

Project 1. Brown Egg and Vegetable Production 
Female free-range chicken, 4 weeks 3,500 head 875,000.00 
Rooster free-range chicken, 4 weeks 250 head 63,000.00 
Poultry Feeds (Starter) 50kg/sack 248 sack 397,000.00 
Poultry Feeds (Grower) 50kg/sack 248 sack 372,000.00 
Poultry Feeds (Layer) 50kg/sack 496 sack 744,000.00 
Cyclone Wire, 20ft x 6ft/roll 125 roll 212,500.00 
Corrugated GI Sheet (Palin, 10ft., gauge 26) 373 piece 298,400.00 
Plastic Egg Trays, 24 eggs capacity 250 piece 20,000.00 
Plastic Crates 125 piece 75,000.00 
Multivitamin Powder, 1kg/bag (for poultry) 2 pack 600.00 
Antibiotics Powder 1kg/pack (for poultry) 2 pack 600.00 
Project 2. Vegetable Production Project 
Pechay Seeds, Black Behi 100g/sheet 278 sachet 42,000.00 
Lettuce Seeds, Xanadu Romaine 100g/sheet 250 sachet 175,000.00 
Plastic Crate 250 piece 150,000.00 
Platform Weighing Scale (250kg capacity) 2 unit 16,000.00 
Knapsack Sprayer, 16li capacity, stainless 125 piece 438,000.00 
HDPE Pipe, 90m/roll, ½ inch diameter  125 roll 750,000.00 
Heavy Duty Grab Hoe 125 piece 113,000.00 
Shredder Machine (gasoline-fed type) 1 unit 120,000.00 
Total 4,862,100.00 

 

Table 52. LCFA’s Interventions Received
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Ilomavis FA earns Php 10k from egg production

June 26, 2021

KIDAPAWAN, NORTH COTABATO, June 
25, 2021 – In a field monitoring activity 
conducted by the Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
of the Department of Agriculture (DA) on 
June 21, the Ilomavis Farmers’ Association 
(FA) reported an initial gross income of 
Php 10,000 from the FY 2019 Free-Range 
Production Project.

Ilomavis FA was registered at the 
Department of Labor and Employment 
(DOLE) on December 15, 1988, with 60 
members. It was also created as a 
requirement from the City Agriculturist that 
every barangay in Kidapawan City should 
have at least one association.

The group received Php 48,042 worth of 59 
chickens and 8 bags of layer feeds on 
March 24.

After a month, the 60 members started to 
gather 40-50 pieces of eggs a day which 
they sold to some local buyers and in their 

neighborhood. Most of the sold eggs 
were of small and medium sizes at 
Php 180-200/tray.

These chickens will continue to produce 
eggs for up to two years, by that time, the 
group plans to gradually replace the old 
ones with new layers.

“Maraming salamat SAAD at binigyan nyu 
kami ng proyekto na manukan. Sa 59 
heads ng manok na naibigay nyu eh 
kumikita kami ng Php 10,000 plus simula 
noong April 28, 2021 at hanggang ngayon. 
Thank you sa SAAD, masaya ang Ilomavis 
Farmers Association,” said association 
president Matea Pablo Tan.

Fifty percent of the association’s income 
will be used to buy feeds and cages for the 
chickens.

The remaining 30 and 20 percent will be 
allocated for the members and maintenance 
cost, respectively. ### (Mark Anthony Marfe 
and Jennifer Valcobero)

Itik egg production thrives in Tabuk City, Kalinga

June 19, 2021

KALINGA, June 8, 2021 – The 
Kasakalikasan Farmers Organization (KFO) 
with 156 members gained Php 19,000 in 
five months of their duck production project 
from the Department of Agriculture – 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program under the FY 2020.

KFO chairperson Rico Banggawan is happy 
to share that they started to earn from sales 
of eggs with 80-100 pieces gathered daily 
in April this year. They sold them at Php 
150 per tray to their immediate community.

Banggawan said, “Agyaman kami iti daytoy 
nga proyekto iti SAAD ta naikkan ti 
myembos mi iti tyansa nga agtaraken ti itik 
ket makita nga makatulong iti pamilyas da. 
Maysa pay ket nasaayat ta adda 
paggatangan dagiti kabaranay mi iti sariwa 
ken nasustansya nga akas ditoy itlog. 
Sapay kuma ta agtultuloy iti suporta yu 
kanyami nga barangay.”

[We are thankful to this SAAD project for 

giving our members a chance to manage 
an itik production as we can see its benefits 
to the families. Also, it is good that our 
community has a locally available source of 
fresh and nutritious food like these eggs. 
We hope that you will continue to support 
our barangay].

The flourishing project is under the 
Integrated Vegetable, Fruit Trees, and Duck 
Production Project implemented in Suyang, 
Tabuk City.

It started from the redirection of the itik 
intervention from Apayao to KFO due to the 
restrictions on the entry of poultry stocks in 
the former area last year which was readily 
received and undertaken by the Kalinga 
organization.

SAAD Program not only engages in poultry 
intervention but also livestock and 
high-value crops; with savings from the 
budget of 2020, other interventions such as 
vegetables and fruit trees were provided to 
the KFO.



88

KFO will continue to receive agri-support 
from the program under the 2021-2022 
budget allocation.

Banggawan shared how big of a challenge 
itik production is to the farmers since it is a 
relatively new venture for them and their 
limitations on space and sustenance.

KFO, however, decided to divide total 
stocks to willing caretakers for easier 
management with eight members receiving 
100-500 ducks each.

Willing recipients are tasked to provide 
nutrition and housing to the stocks and 
undergo initial training on duck production 
and management until enterprise.

With the perceived potential of the project, 
the recipients asked for more training to 
better manage the ducks and to learn how 
to process salted eggs with the provision of 
an egg incubator for the replacement of 
stocks in the future. ### (Sheena Phine 
Pisco-Dayagon)

Table 53. Interventions for the Integrated Vegetable, Fruit Trees, and Duck Production of KF

Livelihood Projects Unit of 
Measure 

Quantity Unit Cost  
(Php) 

Total Cost 
(Php) 

A. Seedlings 
Rambutan piece 1,050 150.00 157,500.00 
Lanzones piece 1,050 100.00 105,000.00 
Complete Fertilizer bag 70 1,300.00 91,000.00 

B. Seeds 
Pechay sachet 15 75.00 1,125.00 
Snap Beans sachet 70 75.00 5,250.00 
Eggplant can 35 200.00 7,000.00 
Pole Sitao can 70 200.00 14,000.00 
Hot Pepper can 70 200.00 14,000.00 

C. Farm Tools 
Knapsack Sprayer unit 70 15,000.00 1,050,000.00 
Shovel piece 70 750.00 52,500.00 
Rake piece 70 750.00 52,500.00 
Grab Hoe piece 70 750.00 52,500.00 
Crow Bar piece 170 600.00 102,500.00 

D. Duck Production 
Muscovy duck head 664 550.00 354,200.00 
Mallard duck head 2,320 550.00 1,276,000.00 
Grower feeds bag 66 1,870.00 123,420.00 
Layer feeds bag 83 1,320.00 109,560.00 
Rice Bran bag 60 700.00 42,000.00 
Anti-Infective Vitamins box 32 275.00 8,800.00 
Total  3,618,355.00 

 

DA-SAAD NorMin kickstarts 
chicken multiplier farms in Bukidnon

June 15, 2021

BUKIDNON, June 14, 2021 –  To continue 
the support to CoViD-19 response in 
Northern Mindanao, 2,878 free-range 
chickens (539 males and 2,339 female) 
worth Php 2.3 million were delivered to the 
regional research stations of the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) under the 
2020 fund of the Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
on June 9.

The DA-10’s research stations are farms 
located in the Northern Mindanao 
Agricultural Crops and Livestock Research 
Complex (NMACLRC), Dalwangan, 
Malaybalay City and Research Center for 
Upland Development (RCUD), Barongcot, 
Dangcagan, Bukidnon.

Under the close supervision of NMACLRC 
chiefs Lito Lapoot and Willie Nacalaban, 
the station received 1,698 chickens (339 
males and 1,359 female) on May 30 and 31.

On June 7, RCUD station received 1,180 
chickens (200 males and 980 females) 
under the supervision of Catalino Soriano 
Jr. and Veterinary Doctor Kenneth Polina.

With the establishment of the free-range 
multiplier farms, the SAAD Northern 
Mindanao will no longer procure chicken for 
dispersal to the beneficiaries.

Moreover, the program can also produce 
quality breeding materials for the next 
grantees.

Aside from the chickens, each station also 
received Php 200,000 worth of construction 
materials for the brooding pen, 50 bags of 
cracked corn worth Php 50,000, and a 
customized incubator worth Php 142,000.

The chickens are about three months old 
and are expected to lay eggs in August.

The eggs will then be transferred to the 
incubator which has a capacity of 1,500. 
They are expected to hatch after 21 days.

The multiplier farms serve as ready stock 
for the future commitments of DA-10 to 
places like End Local Communist Armed 
Conflict (ELCAC), Geographically Isolated 
Displaced Areas (GIDA), and others. ### 
(Ruth Esther Bermundo)
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Neg Occ fisherfolk-turned-farmers instill a customer-oriented mentality 
earned Php 14,367.50 from SAAD’s poultry project

June 14, 2021

NEGROS OCCIDENTAL, June 10, 2021 – 
Lipat-on Integrated Small Fisherfolks’ 
Association (LISFA) earned its first poultry 
produce from the Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) of the 
Department of Agriculture in Region 6 
(DA 6).

LISFA with 54 members from Barangay 
Lipat-on, Calatrava, Negros Occidental 
received the equipment and layer chickens 
worth Php 334,500 under the FY 2020 
budget, on December 12, 2020.

The FA acknowledged the following: three 
sets of drugs and biologics (Php 15,000), 
three units of wheelbarrow (Php 10,500), 30 
bags of layer feeds (Php 57,000), 240 
pieces of egg trays (Php 12,000), three 
units of weighing scale (Php 15,000), six 
water drums (Php 18,000), six rolls of water 
hose (Php 57,000), and three sets of 
ready-to-lay (RTL) pullets equivalent to 150 
head with cage (Php 150,000).

Harvest and income

An average of three trays of eggs (90 
pieces) per day and over 2,000 eggs in a 

month were produced.

The chickens started laying eggs in 
January this year and their production went 
on full swing this March.

The products were then sold to households 
in their community and neighboring villages 
at Php 180 per tray, earning them Php 
49,922 gross income at Php 14,367.50 net 
profit.

LISFA‘s egg production per month

Expenses include buying five to seven 
sacks of layer feeds per month as well as 
drugs and biologics for the pullets.

About LISFA

LISFA’s members depend solely on fishing 
as a source of income. They decided to 
form an association to avail themselves of 
various government projects.

Their inactivity in the previous years 
prompted Dario Lumanog, a retired 
Philippine Marine Officer, to rebuild the 
group.

On July 6, 2020, the officers were 

reorganized and Mr. Lumanog was elected 
as the new president.

The group was registered as an 
association with the Department of Labor 
and Employment (DOLE) on December 7, 
2020, and started the poultry livelihood 
project when SAAD gave them the 
intervention on December 12 the same 
year.

The members then agreed to put the 
chickens on a farm owned by Darios’ 
brother, Rolando – one of LISFA’s Board of 
Directors.

Rolando, who has also been chosen as the 
poultry caretaker, said they were able to 
properly handle the feeding, harvesting, 
and cleaning of their poultry house with 
capability and hands-on training provided 
by SAAD in collaboration with the local 
government unit of Calatrava through the 
Municipal Agriculturist’s Office.

Rolando and the members anticipated the 
poultry production to be a delicate venture 
and that they must ensure that the chickens 
are free from pollution, noise disturbances, 
and other environmental issues.

He likewise cited challenges that the group 
met and overcame such as nurturing the 
laying hens at the beginning of the project.

“Pagkahuman sang inadlaw sa paghatud, 
pila ka mga manok naluya, nagmasakit ug 
nagsugod sila kalamatay mahimong tungod 
sa stress. Gilain ko dayun ang may tama 
nga sip-on ug oras-oras ako nag check-up. 
Sa kinatibuk-an, 23 ang namatay ug the 
rest naka-recover (Days after the delivery of 
the chickens some got weak, sick, and 
eventually died maybe because of stress 
during travel. I separated those who have 
runny nose. I also checked them from time 
to time. So far, we have 23 mortalities and 
the rest recovered),” said Rolando.

Meanwhile, LISFA’s secretary and 
bookkeeper Riza Montes said rather than a 
profit-oriented mindset, the association 
should instill a customer-oriented mentality.

She explained that financial and 
operational records were presented at 
regular meetings every first Monday of the 
month.
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Furthermore, the layer chickens are 
properly monitored to ensure reaching 
their productive lives.

For his part as the LISFA chairman, 
Mr. Lumanog recognized that SAAD’s 
livelihood project was a huge help 
for both the members and the 
consumers.

“Daghan jud ang among pagpasalamat 
sa DA-SAAD tungod sa proyekto nga 
among nadawat. Nagsugod kami sa 
among asosasyon sa zero, karon ang 
kinabuhi sang atong mga miyembro 
nagsugod sa pagpaayo tungod sa inyong 
tabang (We are very thankful for the 
projects we received from the DA-SAAD. 
Our association started from zero but now 
the lives of our members are starting to 
improve),” Dario added.

To make the project sustainable, the 
association formulated just and fair 
compensation for its members. The 
association will receive a 50% share while 
the remaining will be distributed to the 
members, caretaker, and owner of the 
poultry farm.

Dario said they envisioned LISFA as not 

just a fishing-reliant group but also as the 
top producer of eggs not just in their 
barangay but to the municipality of 
Calatrava and even to the neighboring 
towns and cities.

In the coming years, LISFA aims to expand 
its poultry area and have additional layer 
chickens to increase its egg production and 
sustain the project.

With the chickens, they aim to prepare for 
the sweet hatching of their success in the 
poultry industry. ### (Christ John 
Gamarcha and Andrea Ragot)

Table 54. LISFA Egg Production Per Month DA-SAAD flourishing poultry farming in OccMin
May 25, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, May 18, 2021 –  
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program takes advantage of the constant 
demand for poultry products (particularly 
chicken meat and eggs) in Occidental 
Mindoro, establishing poultry farming 
opportunities among SAAD beneficiaries.

Magsaysay

Since the start of their egg production in 
December 2020, Poultry Calawag 
Association (PCA) produced more than 
4,000 eggs per month that sell from 
Php 20,000-24,000.

Recently, PCA was visited by the Provincial 
Veterinary Maria Sonia Gallardo through 
SAAD and Municipal Agricultural Officer’s 
invitation in response to SAAD Program 
chief Dr. Myer G. Mula’s recommendation 
to ensure the health of the chickens.

Upon Ms. Gallardo’s inspection, she 
suggested having a health program that 
includes having a regular schedule for 
vaccination, deworming, vitamin intake, 
and calcium supplements for the chickens.

In addition, as per recommendation, the 
PCA plans to put up a footbath at the 
entrance of the animal housing to reduce 
bacteria and a hospital pen to isolate 
chicken that needs additional care as 
biosecurity measures.

Paluan

Since January 2021, Paluenos Chicken 
Laying Farmers Association (PaCLay-FA) 
supplies Paluan Local Market with more 
than 6,000-7,000 eggs monthly.

To expand their production, PaClayFA is 
preparing to develop their current housing 
to accommodate an additional set of 

Ready-To-Lay (RTL) chickens that will be 
awarded to them as per the program 
director’s pledge during his visit in April. 
The budget for the renovations will be 
sourced from the association’s earnings.

Meanwhile, two Palauan SAAD-initiated 
associations start to venture into poultry 
farming as they nourish existing 
interventions given to them through SAAD.

A total of Php 626,700 worth of poultry 
farming package (600 heads of free-range 
chicken, 30 bags of corn grits, 30 bags of 
darak, 20 rolls of plastic mesh) was divided 
between Paluan-Harrison Fisherfolks 
Association, a DA and Bureau of Fisheries 
and Aquatic Resources convergence 
association that previously received a 
vermicomposting facility, and the Cassava 
Planters Association which recently earned 
Php 160,276 from supplying 18,856 
kilograms (kg) of dried and chipped 
cassava to San Miguel Corporation.

Aiming for a sufficient chicken meat and 
eggs supply for the local market, the said 
associations are looking for the possibility 
to collaborate with PaCLay-FA which will be 
receiving a set of incubator machines. The 
machine for the free-range chicken raisers 
is seen to be one of the ways to ensure RTL 
chicken reproduction.

The program also aims to engage cassava 
planters in poultry raising as an alternative 
livelihood during the ten-month wait until 
the next cassava harvest and support the 
fisherfolk during weather disturbances.

Abra de Ilog

Iraya-Mangyan SAAD beneficiaries who are 
members of the So. Calumpit Free-Range 
Chicken Raisers Association (SFCRA) in 
Abra de Ilog recently received 150 heads of 
free-range chicken.

continue to next page

Month No. of Eggs No. of Trays Sales 
(Php) 

January 89 2 1,495.00 

February 906 30 5,380.00 

March 2,190 73 11,309.00 

April 2,661 89 15,130.00 

May 2,784 92 16,608.00 
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Siayan farmers earn Php 26,560 in 4 days 
through SAAD’s Layer Chicken Raising Project

April 26, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, April 21, 2021 
–  The Litolet Consumers Cooperative 
(LICONCO) earned Php 26,560 by selling 
124 trays of eggs produced from the Layer 
Chicken Raising Project of the Department 
of Agriculture-Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program from 
April 17 to 20.

With the coordination of the Local 
Government Unit (LGU) of Siayan, 58 trays 
were displayed at the Municipal Agriculture 
Office and bought by locals in the 
community while 66 trays were purchased 
by Siayan Pangkabuhayan Federation of 
Cooperatives.

Each tray contains 30 pieces of eggs priced 
depending on its size – small at Php 170, 
medium at Php 180, large at Php 190, 
x-large at Php 200, and jumbo at Php 210.

LICONCO’s Layer Chicken 
Raising Project

The 25 members of LICONCO are 
beneficiaries of the Layer Chicken Raising 
Program since 2018 where they received a 
total of Php 1,896,610 interventions for 3 
years, including 30 modules of egg 
machine (48 chickens per module) 
[Table 55].

The project aims to engage them in poultry 
farming and provide additional livelihood by 
molding them as chicken meat and eggs 
suppliers of the local market and other 
potential buyers in the municipality.

SAAD facilitated an Orientation on 
Free-Range Chicken Raising led by Bryan 
Ong, Chairman of Mindoro Free-Range 
Chicken Association (MFRA), and Julius 
Judelito Amodia, Municipal Agriculturist – 
Abra de Ilog before the awarding of the 
chickens to prepare the beneficiaries on 
proper handling as well as the advantages 
and benefits of free-range chicken 
production.

According to Adrian Vergara, SAAD Area 
Coordinator – Abra de Ilog, chicken 
production is one of the ideal livelihoods 
+for the association because of the 
municipality’s high demand for chicken 
+and the geographic locations of the 
associations are ideal pasture areas.

San Jose

Brgy. Naibuan and Brgy. Monteclaro, both 
End Local Communist Armed Conflict 
(ELCAC) areas in the province, received 
800 head of free-range chicken and 
Php 210,000 worth of supplements (corn 
grits, darak, and plastic mesh) from SAAD 
Program on May 12, 2021. The two 
SAAD-established farmer-groups and 

DOLE registered associations, Samahan 
ng Katutubong Magsasaka ng Sitio Ibanag 
and Samahan ng Magsasakang Katutubo 
ng Monteclaro, whom the interventions 
were awarded consist of Hanunuo and 
Buhid Mangyan members.

The project aims to engage the IPs in 
poultry farming and provide additional 
livelihood by supplying chicken meat and 
eggs in their community and the local 
market.

“Mas ideal ang pag-aalaga ng free-range 
chicken lalo para sa mga katutubo dahil 
hindi ito mahirap alagaan. Hindi ito 
maselan sa pagkain at depende sa 
pag-aalaga, maaari itong mangitlog ang 
isang manok ng aabot sa 5-6 itlog kumpara 
sa native na nasa 2-3 itlog lamang,” said 
John Bryan Ong, President of Mindoro Free 
Range Association.

FA earnings from the poultry project in 
pioneering areas (Magsaysay and Paluan) 
have helped the beneficiaries with their 
finances for their farms and provided food 
for their families. “Malaki ang naitulong ng 
perang pautang ng samahan namin para sa 
gastusin sa aming bukid. Dahil dito, malaki 
ang kinita naming sa aming taniman,” said 
Linda Masangkay, PCA Chairperson. ### 
(Dianne Francis Sy)

Year Inputs Quantity Cost  
(Php) 

2018 

Egg machine 2 modules 100,000.00 
Drums 2 pieces 3,600.00 
Layer feeds 15 bags 23,250.00 
Egg trays 100 pieces 800.00 

Subtotal 127,650.00 

2019 
Egg machine 10 modules 530,000.00 
Layer feeds 60 bags 102,300.00 
Wheel barrow 1 unit 5,000.00 

Subtotal 640,600.00 

2020 
Egg machine 18 modules 941,400.00 
Layer feeds 108 bags 185,760.00 
Shovel 2 pieces 1,200.00 

Subtotal 1,128,360.00 
Grand Total 1,896,610.00 

 

Table 55. Litolet Consumers Cooperative Project 
Inputs Received from 2018-2020
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Table 57. Poultry Calawag Association’s Egg 
Production and Profit within 5 months

Total gross income (2018-April 2020)

SAAD Area Coordinator Roger Dave 
Gramatica said that the group is currently 
managing 28 modules with 1,344 layer 
chickens. The first 74 chickens (from two 
egg machines) were culled and sold at 
Php 150 per head in June 2020 because 
the commercial lifespan of chickens 
producing eggs is only up to 18 months.

He also added that the LICONCO harvests 
35-37 egg trays daily with 90.7% 
productivity, recording a cumulative sales of 
Php 1,462,667 (Table 56).

To date, they have Php 526,670 in the 
bank. With the amount of savings on bank, 
the association plans to expand their layer 
chicken production.

Municipal Agriculturist Edu Velasco, Coop 
Development Officer Marvin Calapiz, 
Sangguniang Bayan Member Committee 
Chair on Agriculture Ghing Tulawie, 
Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) 
Representative Arnel Damague and AC 
Roger Dave Gramatica are working on the 
requirements for submission to the DTI to 
avail loan for the purchase of additional 30 
modules egg machine.

The DA-SAAD in Zamboanga del Norte 
commits to continuously mentor and 
monitor the livelihood of the farmers, 
ensuring to give the proper assistance to 
alleviate poverty in the communities. ### 
(Aimee Lou Madjus and Natalianne Marie 
Delos Reyes)

Month No. of Eggs Profit  
(Php) 

December-January 4,752 23,760.00 
February 4,768 23,840.00 
March 4,320 21,600.00 
Total 13,840 69,200.00 

 

Siayan farmers earn Php 26,560 in 4 days 
through SAAD’s Layer Chicken Raising Project

April 23, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, April 16, 2021 –  
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program’s community-based poultry project 
in Magsaysay flourishes, providing steady 
income for the Poultry Calawag 
Association.

The group with 18 members from Barangay 
Calawag is in its 4th month of production 
and already gathered more than 13,000 
eggs from the Ready-to-Lay (RTL) Chicken 
Project provided by the Program.

A total of Php 69,200 profit was recorded in 
just four months (Table 57).

The project – which comprised of 290 
Lohmann breed chickens raised mainly for 
egg-laying production (Php 237,800), 100 
sacks of 50 kg layer crumble feeds (Php 
174,950), and 6 units of chicken-layer cage 
(Php 61,200) – was distributed in October 
2020.

In total, the package is worth Php 513,450 
funded in FY 2020.

The association aims to compete with big 
egg suppliers around the municipality 
through continued poultry operations and 
marketing of products.

The group’s approach is to strengthen the 
organization by ensuring sufficient 
cooperation, communication, and finance 
management.

The members take turns in maintaining the 
poultry farm, ensuring health and safety of 
the animals, as well as cage maintenance 
and repair. It will ensure participation and 
familiarity with animal management among 
the members.

To engage, maintain, and hopefully expand 
the operations, the members are allowed to 
borrow funds from the organization with a 
2% interest rate. In addition, the earnings 
from their loan activity will be invested in 
swine production as an opportunity for 
rising pork market demand in their area. 
Likewise, farm maintenance and care 
expenses will be shouldered from the 
association’s loan profit.

“M�aking tulong �o para sa 
aming m� miyembro dah� m� 
m��a ang in�res n�o 
kumpara sa ibang 
nagpapautang. Ma��m 
namin ang pondo upang 
patuloy na map�a� ang aming 
k�a at makatulong sa m� 
�	usin sa aming m� bukirin,” 
shared Linda Masangkay, PCA chairperson.

RTL: a strategy to help 
improve malnutrition

Brgy. Calawag has 21 malnutrition cases 
out of 160 for 0-5-year-old children (BLGU, 
January 2021). Through PCA’s egg 
production, aside from empowering the 
locals to engage in agriculture for 
livelihood, this is also seen beneficial to the 
community members as access to fresh 
eggs, a nutritious food resource is made 
easier and affordable through their 
enterprise.

To augment the positive and consistent 
outcome of their livelihood project, the 
association plans to engage in 
value-adding activities and expand its 
production by purchasing more chickens 
and going beyond fresh egg production. 
### (Jessa Mae Gabon)

Batch No. of 
Chicken 

Profit  
(Php) 

Eggs 
December-January 96 210,911.90 
February 480 922,459.50 
March 864 318,195.50 
Culled Chicken 74 11,100.00 
Total 1,514 1,462,666.90 

 

Table 56. Cumulative sales from 2018-2020
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Chicken Multiplier Farm pilots in Kalinga

April 22, 2021

KALINGA, April 6, 2021 – The Bawak 
Darulog Allubaggan Pagugo Farmers 
Organization (BDAP FO) of Tanudan, 
Kalinga receives a startup livelihood 
enterprise through the establishment of 
Free-range Chicken Multiplier Farm Project 
on April 6, 2021. The project worth Php 
550,000 is funded by the Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program under 
the FY 2020.

The project aims to develop its 
beneficiaries in establishing an enterprise 
that focuses in the production of quality 
breeds of poultry and serve as suppliers in 
the locality and nearby areas. The 
Free-range Chicken Multiplier Farm Project 
includes 500 head Dekalb pullets and 
cockerels and 50 bags layer feeds. This can 
provide an estimated total beneficiary profit 
of Php 6.5 million for the first year from 
eggs and chicks/chicken produce.

BDAP FO, with 112 members, is among the 
first 10 FO beneficiaries in Kalinga in 2019. 
There are 11 introductory recipients of the 
pilot project from where one of its members, 
Marjorie Ang-ang has been assigned as 
caretaker of the farm. Marjorie is the top 
free-range chicken producer among the 
SAAD beneficiaries in Kalinga while the 
other 10 BDAP members are tapped to 
engage in poultry projects.

Top poultry raiser, front runner of 
community poultry livelihood project

Marjorie, 36, a mother of three, has been 
featured in the KasaSAAD April-June 2020 
issue for successfully producing 88 heads 
from January to May 2020 from the 6 head 
free-range chicken stocks given by the 
SAAD Program in 2019.

To secure the success of the program, she 
received 300 head stocks (247 hens and 53 
roosters) packaged with 40 bags feeds 
while the other 10 beneficiaries each 

received 20 head stocks (15 hens and 5 
roosters) package including one bag of 
feeds. In the course of the project, the 
beneficiaries are to provide poultry housing 
and ensure proper care and maintenance.

As the program continues to groom local 
farmers in thinking long term and acting as 
an organization, beneficiaries will share the 
5% of their net sales/month to the BDAP 
FO for 5 years and the 5% of their 
hatchlings will be distributed or passed 
on/month to the other members for two 
years. In terms of bio-security, this system 
and local out-sourcing of stocks is seen to 
lower or prevent mortality of poultry 
interventions due to hauling stress and 
entry of possible diseases in the province.

Agricultural Program Coordinating Office 
(APCO) Bentres Goyo, Science Research 
Specialist II, said that the future is bright for 
the group especially if extension of the 
SAAD Program for 6 years will be 
approved.

Provincial Veterinarian Mariano Dunwan 
and SAAD Agriculturist Marjorie Casilla 

encouraged the BDAP FO to attend training 
offerings and process necessary 
documents for the establishment of a 
learning center in partnership with the 
Agricultural Training Institute (ATI) that is 
aimed at conducting retraining to potential 
farmers.

In her message, Ms. Ang-ang shared her 
gratitude to everyone behind the project 
provision. 

“Finally! Nandito na. Nagpapasalamat ako 
sa Diyos sa blessing na ito, sa SAAD 
Program sa oportunidad na ito, sa BDAP 
officers sa inyong cooperation, at lalong 
lalo na sa asawa ko na tumutulong sa akin. 
Napakalaking obligasyon nito at hindi ko 
inexpect na namakakareceive ako nito, na 
pagkakatiwalaan ako ng DA. Masaya ako 
sa oportunidad na ‘to dahil wala kaming 
stable na source of income dati at ngayon 
nakakapagbenta na ako ng mga itlog at 
manok. Maraming salamat sa inyo,” she 
said. ### (Sheena Phine Dayagon)
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As-Salaam Farmers Group earns Php 35K from poultry production

March 23, 2021

LANAO DEL SUR, March 22, 2021 – Two 
months after receiving the Php 699,833 
worth of ready-to-lay chicken from the 
Department of Agriculture-Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program on January 18, 2021, the 
As-Salaam Farmers Group of East Calocan 
from Marawi City earned Php 35,700 from 
selling 6,487 eggs.

The price of eggs per tray varies from its 
sizes – pewee (Php 150), small (Php 160), 
medium (Php 170), and large (Php 180).

As of March 22, the 1,262 layer chickens 
produced 40 trays of pewee, 55 trays of 
small, 63 trays of medium, and 57 trays of 
large in a period of 63 days.

The group with 25 members agreed to put 
the chicken in a communal farm and take 
turns in taking care of them instead of 
rearing the poultry individually at home.

According to group member Casmina 
Lomondot, they faced challenges during 
their first week since they had little 
knowledge in raising a layer chicken farm.

With their eagerness to learn to sustain the 
farm and make a profitable living out of it, 
they strengthened their coordination with 
the City Agriculture’s Office.

Ms. Anifa Busara from the City Agriculture 
Office spearheaded the close monitoring of 
the project granted by SAAD.

“As I told them (beneficiaries) before, 
always take care of the projects the 
government is giving you. I can see that the 
chicken has made a great impact in East 
Calocan. The beneficiaries are passionate 
in managing the project. I also encouraged 
them to think long term because it has the 
potential to grow more,” said Anifa.

Training on poultry production

The President of As-Salaam Farmers Group 

of East Calocan as well as 20 other 
Meranaw leaders, who previously received 
the chicken were also trained on poultry 
production from March 17 to 18.

The training is essential to ensure farmers 
readiness in managing the project provided 
by the program.

Department of Agriculture’s Veterinarian 
Dr. Kenneth Polina discussed the 
importance of giving the right amount of 
feeds and light needed per day. He also 
emphasized the importance of good cultural 
management in order to sustain the 
production of eggs.

“It’s important that these beneficiaries will 
learn the basic knowledge in raising a layer 
farm because they can get the most out of 
it. These farmers have the heart to learn 
about the intervention and we are willing to 
help them the best way we can so that they 
will not lose interest in it,” Dr. Polina said.

Casmina then shared that they are thankful 

for the acquired knowledge and became 
more eager to raise the layer farm and 
apply the practices learned from the 
training.

“Ngayon ko palang nalaman na meron 
palang paraan para maka save kami ng 
feeds. Kasi yun yung number one problem 
namin, madali kaming maubusan at malayo 
pa yung pagbibilhan. Malaking tulong to 
samin kasi noon, tina-tansya lang po namin 
yung binibigay, pero ngayon marunong na 
kami kung gano na karami,” said Ms. 
Lomondot.

“It is only now that I learned that there are 
ways on how we can save on feeds. It is 
our number one problem since we ran out 
easily and the market is far. This is a big 
help because before we just estimate the 
amount of feeds we give to the chickens, at 
least now, we know how much we will give 
to them.” ### (Ruth Esther Bermundo and 
Jennifer Valcobero)
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Dabawenyo earns Php 3K additional monthly 
revenue from chicken production

March 12, 2021

Jacinto Navaluna, a 59-year-old farmer in 
Nabunturan who provides for a family of 6, 
is a caretaker of a 3.8-hectare farm. He 
earns Php 7,000/month by selling palm 
wine (locally known as tuba) and coconut 
vinegar while his wife tends to a piggery for 
Php 2,000/month.

Jacinto’s daily routine is to spend six hours 
cutting coconut saps in a neighboring 
barangay, tend to his animals (a pregnant 
sow and chicken), and gather tuba and 
vinegar from the coconut trees in his 
vicinity.

“Bisag tigulang nako, naningkamot ko kay 
para makapa-eskwela sa akoang mga anak 
[Even though I’m old, I strive so that I could 
send my four children to school]”, Jacinto 
said.

In November 2019, Jacinto was chosen as 
a beneficiary of the Department of 
Agriculture-Special Area for Agricultural 

Development (DA-SAAD) Program’s 
Upgraded Native Chicken Production 
Project. He received 8 chickens (6 pullets 
and two cockerels), a sack of feed, an 
8-in-1 vegetable seed packet, and various 
biologics.

Jacinto’s Upgraded Native Chicken 
Production income

Two months after he received the 3-4 
months old chickens, Jacinto started selling 
poultry to supplement his income.

He first sold 8 chickens, both from his 
native brood and the upgraded ones, 
earned more than Php 2,000 (Table 58).

He kept his upgraded chicken breeders to 
improve his brood, and after 6 months, he 
started selling 6-14 chicken monthly, with 
the hens in his new brood constantly 
producing chicks.In some months, Jacinto 
also accommodated direct orders from 
repeat customers and made special 
deliveries to neighboring barangays. All in 

Type of 
Chicken 

Sold 

No. of 
Chicken 

Average Weight 
Per Poultry 

(kg) 

Gross 
Income 
(Php) 

Native 3 1 510.00 

Upgraded  5 2 1,700.00 

Total 2,210.00 
 

Table 58. Jacinto Navaluna’s Upgraded 
Native Chicken Production Income

all, his small operation gave 
him an average Php 3,000 
monthly income. This brought 
a 43% increase in his revenue.

He used the additional income 
to support his children’s 
education, bought a prepaid 
cable TV for entertainment, 
among other things.

Jacinto also said that during 
the price hike (Php 180) of 
chicken in June 2020, he 
sold 6 chickens giving him 
Php 1,800 earnings to buy 
a sack of rice, which was the 
first time he could afford to 
purchase.

From January 2020 until February 2021, he 
already earned Php 29,680 from selling 
chicken.

With the pandemic restricting face-to-face 
classes, Jacinto also budgeted a prepaid 
WiFi stick from his supplementary income 
to help his children’s studies.

“Naghangyo jud ko sa Ginoo nga makaabot 
pa ko ug setenta para makapakaon pa ko 
sa akong pamilya [I ask God to let me reach 
70 so that I can still feed my family]”, 
relayed Jacinto.

He also disclosed that there is no secret 
ingredient to his successful project 
implementation. The 3.8-hectare farm with 
fruit trees serves as a prime lot for the 
chickens to roam free.

“Swerte ko kay dako ug area ning akoang 
gipuy-an. Ako pud nang ginapalitan jud ug 
pagkaon [I’m lucky that the area I’m living in 
is wide. I intentionally bought them chicken 
feeds as well]”, shared Jacinto.

Jacinto shared that every 10 days, he buys 
20kg of chicken feeds which include starter, 
crack corn, and banana (cavendish variety) 
at a total cost of Php 574.

“Tungod sa paningkamot, mulambo man jud 
ang bisan unsa. Dako kaayo ug tabang ang 
SAAD sa akoa. Didto jud ni nagsugod 
atong mga manok nila kay taas ug rasa 
[Through consistent efforts, anything can 
prosper. SAAD was a big help to me. It 
started with their chicken because it had a 
better breed]”, grateful Jacinto said.

Note: Price per kilo of native/free-range chicken in 
January 2020 averaged at Php 170 in Davao de Oro, 
with prices shooting up to Php 200.
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As of 9 March 2021, Jacinto already sold 
200 chickens from the total 500 head.

SAAD 11’s Upgraded Native Chicken 
Production Project

In 2019, SAAD Region 11 spent Php 14.7 
million for the project, with 4,280 
beneficiaries across 10 municipalities of 
Davao de Oro. The project consists of 8 
upgraded chicken (6 pullets, 2 cockerels), 
50kg feeds, 8-in-1 vegetable seeds, and 
several biologics like antibiotics, 
multivitamins, and dewormer.

SAAD Region 11 provided the 3-4 months 
old upgraded chicken because for its 
meat-type liveweight selling, it grows fast 
and weighs 1-2kg heavier during its 6 
month compared to the native ones.

“Dako kaayo among kalipay sa SAAD 

Period No. of 
Sold 

Chicken* 

Average** 
Cost/Head 

(Php) 

Sales  
(Php) 

June 2020 6 300.00 1,800.00 

July 2020 10 340.00 3,400.00 

August 2020 9 340.00 3,060.00 

September 2020 7 340.00 2,380.00 

October 2020 11 340.00 3,740.00 

November 2020 12 340.00 4,080.00 

December 2020 14 340.00 4,760.00 

January 2021 8 340.00 2,720.00 

February 2021 6 340.00 2,040.00 

Total 27,980.00 
 

Program nga naa na kita’y nakita nga 
maayong resulta. Kami padayon nga 
maningkamot ug magkugi para mas 
daghan pang kinabuhi ang mabag-o ug 
mapalambo pinaagi niining programaha 
(We in the SAAD Program are happy to see 
good results. We’ll continue to strive and 
endeavor that more lives will change and 
prosper through this program)”, Jake 
Colina, SAAD Region 11’s Provincial 
Coordinator declared.

Since 2018, 8,000 farmers have benefited 
from the project in all 11 municipalities of 
Davao de Oro. This year, SAAD Region 11 
allocated Php 3.2 million for the same 
project intervention for 14 farmer’s 
associations with 280 members. ### 
(James Brian Flaga and Jennifer Valcobero)

Table 59. Jacinto Navaluna’s Monthly Income 
from Selling Upgraded Chicken

*Market, direct orders, and deliveries
**Average cost per head was derived from averaging 

upgraded chicken’s live weight at 2 kilos per head 
multiplied by the prevailing price per kilo in 2020 at Php 170.

Finding Hope through Agri-Enterprise

March 12, 2021

Teresita Nadonza is one of the 32 
beneficiaries of the Department of 
Agriculture-Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) in Barangay San 
Isidro, General MacArthur who found hope 
in the program’s livelihood project.

As a wife of a small–scale farmer and a 
mother of three, Ms. Nadonza has to be 
successful despite difficulties and 
challenges in life.

Her family’s monthly income, ranging 
Php 6,000 to 8,000, is dependent on 
farming. It supports her children’s needs 
and household expenses.

In 2019, the SAAD Program identified the 
area as beneficiary of the Layer Chicken 
Egg Production Project.

Each beneficiary, including Teresita, 
received a set of egg laying machines with 
48 ready–to–lay chicken and 8 bags of 
layer feeds valued at Php 61,187.50.

Even though there was a training 
conducted, most of the beneficiaries 
experienced problems on poultry 
management, especially on medication and 
treatment of diseases.

Ms. Nadonza dealt with the same problems. 
However, her eagerness and perseverance 
made her implementation the most 
successful in the village.

Her son, who is an Animal Science student, 
also played a vital role in her success. He 
helped his mother overcome every problem 
she encountered by practicing the 
knowledge he gained from school.

continue to next page
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“I am very mu� thankful � 
my son �cause � h� �en 
a great �lp on my su�e�,” 
Ms. Nadonza said.

Key results

As of February 2021, Ms. Nadonza 
harvested a total of 27,079 eggs, 
which were sold at Php 7/piece, with 
a total net income of Php 85,593 
(Table 60).

With the daily sales she collects from 
egg production, Ms. Nadonza is now 
able to help her family financially, 
especially in sustaining their daily 
needs.

Finally, the plight she had been 
carrying had become a little lighter.  
After a few months’ production, 
Ms. Nadonza discovered more 
opportunities that came her way.

She decided to expand her project by 
procuring additional 50 ready–to–lay 
chickens. She now has an inventory 
of 96 chickens.

She sold the eggs to the sari-sari or 
retail stores inside and outside the 
barangay, restaurants in the 
municipality, and sometimes to her 
neighbors. When she delivers the 
eggs to her buyers outside her 
barangay or in the Poblacion, she 
pays Php 30 for the tricycle or 
motorcycle fare.

“I can no longer do as much farm 
work as I did when I was younger, so 
when the SAAD Program came, I felt 
God has given me new hope. From 
now on, I am very sure that I will be 
able to sufficiently provide for my 
family’s daily needs,” she quipped. 
### (Evan Jess Villanueva and 
Jemiema Arro)

Month Eggs Gathered 
(pc) 

Gross Income 
(Php) 

Expenses* 
(Php) 

Net Income 
(Php) 

2019 

July 1,014 7,098.00 5,300.00 1,798.00 

August 1,139 7,973.00 5,300.00 2,673.00 

September 1,273 8,911.00 5,130.00 3,781.00 

October 1,424 9,968.00 5,300.00 4,668.00 

November 1,427 9,989.00 5,130.00 4,859.00 

December 1,435 10,045 5,300.00 4,745.00 

Subtotal 7,712 53,984.00 31,460.00 22,524.00 

2020 

January 1,454 10,178.00 5,300.00 4,878.00 

February 1,254 8,778.00 4,790.00 3,988.00 

March 1,434 10,038.00 5,300.00 4,738.00 

April 1,384 9,688.00 5,130.00 4,558.00 

May 1,392 9,744.00 5,300.00 4,444.00 

June 1,368 9,576.00 5,130.00 4,446.00 

July 1,415 9,905.00 5,300.00 4,605.00 

August 1,426 9,982.00 5,300.00 4,682.00 

September 1,373 9,611.00 5,130.00 4,481.00 

October 1,395 9,765.00 5,300.00 4,465.00 

November 1,344 9,408.00 5,130.00 4,278.00 

December 1,364 9,548.00 5,300.00 4,248.00 

Subtotal 16,603 116,221.00 62,410.00 53,811.00 

2021 

January 1,379 9,653.00 5,300.00 4,353.00 

February 1,385 9,695.00 4,790.00 4,905.00 

Subtotal 2,764 19,348.00 10,090.00 9,258.00 

Grand Total 27,079 189,553.00 103,960.00 85,593.00 
 

Table 60. Teresita Nadonza’s Production and Income (2019-2021)

*5kg of feeds per day x number of days per month x Php 34 price/kg 
of feeds + Php 30 tricycle fair

FAs earn Php 372k from SAAD’s 
Hubbard chicken production in 

Mountain Province
February 26, 2021

MOUNTAIN PROVINCE, February 18, 2021 – Two farmers’ 
associations (FA) with 136 members in Mountain Province 
earned Php 372,000 from the Department of Agriculture - 
Special Area for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program’s free-range chicken (Hubbard Brown) Production 
Projects in 2020.

The projects, worth Php 824,900 are part of the Agriculture’s 
food sufficiency and livelihood development program.

The free-range Hubbard chicken production includes 925 
and 924 chickens with feeds from grower to finisher was 
provided to the E-Lagan FA Incorporated and 
Bengasan-Bilig-Data-Mat-ao (BBDM) FA respectively on 
November 16, 2020.

The Hubbard Brown Chicken is comparable to our native 
chicken in terms of taste, resistance to diseases and can 
also be ranged in open areas to feed on naturally available 
food as supplement (Orillaneda, 2020). The said breed is 
suitable for our climatic condition and has faster time to 
attain slaughter weight than native chicken.



Both groups operate and record individually 
but their reports are consolidated by their 
group auditors and are updated monthly by 
means of monitoring assisted and not 
assisted by project implementers.

Most members of the said groups are 
mothers engaged in swine and native 
chicken raising as well as backyard 
gardening. With the SAAD livelihood 
interventions provided, each member 
reared the chicken and sold them at 
Php 500/head. Their earnings were used 
for the succeeding cycle and to sustain 
their basic food requirements during the 
pandemic.

E-Lagan FA, Inc. of Sabangan, 
Mountain Province

The E-Lagan Farmers Association, Inc. 
consists of 92 members is an existing 
group in Lagan, Sabangan, which was 
selected as a SAAD beneficiary in 2020.

Each member received 10 chicken which 
they reared in their backyard.

From January 24 to February 6, 2021, the 
group collectively earned Php 176,000 from 
selling 352 chickens from the 925 provided 
by the program.

“The intervention is very timely because it 
allowed us, farmers, to earn additional 
income to start with during the pandemic 
and at the same time provided us chicken 
meat for consumption as an alternative for 
pork that now has a steep price,” said 
Franklin Colaling, the Association 
President.

As a result, the project benefited the 
families of each member by providing them 
additional income, as well as fresh and safe 
chicken meat on-condition each member 
will contribute Php 400 to the association. 
The collection is intended for the operating 
expense and savings to support their plan 
on having a breeding business.

The record shows that the group had 

already saved-up Php 25,000.

“With the intervention, it has lessened our 
expenses in buying meat products because 
we already have available in our backyard. 
Also, we can sell the chicken despite its 
increase in number in the locality due to 
price hike in pork,” Mr. Colaling added.

The members also supplemented their 
chicken feeds with green leaves like 
tricantera, sayote, and other green plants 
edible and safe for the birds – which 
contribute to a safer and healthiest meat to 
the consumer.

The group is set to receive an egg 
incubator this year to help them develop 
their plan on having a breeding enterprise. 
The process includes then includes that 
each member will give two fertile eggs, 
incubate them, and sell them as day-old 
chicks.

BBDM FA of Alab Proper, Bontoc

BBDM FA with 44 members is also an 
existing group in Alab Proper, Bontoc, 
which was added as an expansion 
barangay of SAAD in 2020.

The group was given 924 heads with 21 
heads for each member to raise. The FA 
has a consolidated 393 head of Hubbard 
brown chicken sold after two months of 
raising, which gave them an income of 
Php 196,000.

The group members have utilized their 
sales (as their readily income) for their 
everyday needs such as rice, salt, and 
vegetable oil due to extended lockdowns 
because of growth of COVID-19 cases in 
the province. Also, each member 
contributes Php 500 for the purchase of 
feeds.

“We could hardly imagine how to sustain 
and become an enterprise in the beginning 
but with the continuous assistance of the 
program, especially that we are now in the 
marketing phase, we can manage our 

project,” said Gloria Doladol, the BBDM 
Secretary.

As of, February 26, the group has a savings 
of Php 22,000 set aside for their future 
chicken production business. They are also 
planning to offer chicken feeds – lower 
price for the group members and market 
price for the community members.

Sustainability

The program is continuously providing 
technical support through a series of 
training and monitoring activities to ensure 
the effectiveness of the program 
implementation and sustainability of the 
projects toward the development of 
community enterprises.

This year, the two groups will receive 
chicken and feeds under the Free Range 
Chicken Production Project. ### (Dinah 
Ay-yango and Jennifer Valcobero)
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Anne raises her 5 chicken to ninefold and earns Php 12k

February 23, 2021

Forty-nine-year-old Anne Sacro – member 
of the Upstream Livelihood Farmers 
Association in Bacsay, Luna, Apayao – 
attested that she earned Php 12,290 from 
the Poultry Production Project of the 
Department of Agriculture-Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program.

The project, worth Php 135,000 includes 
270 free range chicken distributed to 54 
farmers in December 2019. Each member 
received five chicken worth Php 2,500.

Anne Sacro’s project implementation

Anne and her husband, Rolando, used to 
earn from vegetable farming and selling 
native chicken, duck, and rooster in their 
neighborhood. They earn Php 13,000 a 
month.

When she became a beneficiary of SAAD, 
her family’s living condition improved as 
their income increased by 11%.

With her earnings from SAAD, she bought 
five cavans of rice at Php 2,500/cavan (50 
kilograms) and even saved up for the next 
month’s food supply to support her family.

Anne reared the chicken for 7 months and 
gathered 40 chicks in August 2020. Five of 
these were immediately turned over to the 
next grantee.

She started a small poultry farm business 
from the remaining 40 chicken, which 
includes the original stock. She sold both 
chicken and eggs.

From December 2020 to January 2021, 
Anne sold 15 chicken at Php 750 each 
giving her an income of Php 11,250.

She also earned from selling eggs at Php 
130/tray. So far, she sold 8 trays (24 pieces 
each) and gained Php 1,040.

As of February, Anne has 25 remaining 
chickens which she plans to reproduce to 
share with her co-members whose chicken 
died from pest infestations.

Anne added that she is willing to guide and 
help the other 53 members to produce more 
stocks. She is planning to buy an egg 
incubator that would help in her poultry 
production.

At present, she taps another SAAD 
association – the Midstream Farmer’s 
Association – who lets her use the machine 
for free until the eggs are hatched.

“B�s man wenu dakel a 
banag, nu ma�ed kinka n� 
pa�yaatan, tariwa�m tapnon 
nu k�ta ket haan ka lang n� 
agur-uray �i a�anayun n� 
tulong dapat b�ang sika n� 
tul-tulun�n da, a�om 
me�ang n� tulun�n �i 
ba�m [Small or big blessing, you must 
learn how to value it. If you were given such 
support, you must not only wait for others to 
help you but you should help yourself too], 
shared Anne.

Anne proudly shared that her journey in 
rearing the poultry stocks was not easy but 
she was happy that her labor pays her off 
that much. ### (Kathleen Faye Agonoy and 
Jennifer Valcobero)
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Integrated Farming and various projects featured 

Integrated Farming: A 66-year-old’s approach to success

general farming practices which support 
each other in the farm he occupied as a 
tenant. 

He also allocated a certain amount to buy 
piglets, chicks, and ducks for his livestock 
production, and organic fertilizers for his 
vegetables and crops. He also excavated 
three more backyard fish ponds within the 
farm.

In March 2021, he received the second 
batch of project inputs from the program 
through the BFAR such as 5,000pc tilapia 
fingerlings, 35 bags of feeds, and vegetable 
seeds and fertilizers through the Municipal 
Agriculture Office of Linamon. 

He continued to work harder with his 
dedication and passion. Eventually his 
efforts bore fruit and already has his fair 
share from growing crops and vegetables 
and raising livestock. 

He generated an income of Php 22,500 
from his livestock, and Php 42,000 from his 
crops and vegetables while waiting for the 
2nd cropping harvest of tilapia in 
September 2021.

Impact

With the income he earned from the 
program, he allocated funds for the third 
cropping of his fish ponds as well as the 
inputs for livestock and vegetable 
production. A new simple 2-storey house 
with a sari-sari store to support their needs 
is the greatest fruit of his labor.

Manong Inti could hardly stop expressing 
his emotion and shared, “Dako akuang 
pasalamat sa BFAR-SAAD ug sa LGU 

Linamon nga ako nahimong usa ka 
beneficiaryo niining programa kay usa kini 
nga nakatabang sa pagpaskwela sa akuang 
mga anak, nakatukod ko ug balay ug 
gamay nga tindahan.” 

(I am very grateful to BFAR-SAAD and LGU 
Linamon for making me one of the project 
beneficiaries, because this program has 
helped me send my children to school, build 
a house with a small sari-sari store.)

“Mapasalamaton ako sa BFAR-PFO-Lanao 
ug sa SAAD staff sa maayong pagdala sa 
maong program bisan paman sa atuang 
kahimtang karun sa panahon sa pandemya, 
naa japun sila nga naga gabay aron 
pag-asis ug paghatag ug assistance,” he 
further said.

(I am also thankful to the BFAR-PFO Lanao 
del Norte and SAAD Staff for their good 
implementation of the project, even though 
we are now in a pandemic, they are always 
guiding us and providing (technical) 
assistance.)

Plans

From 500 square meters’ pond area, he 
now has 2,500sqm for tilapia, two sows, 15 
chickens, and a hectare farm land for the 
production of assorted crops and 
vegetables. He also became one of the 
advocates of the integrated farming system 
and tilapia culture in ponds in barangay 
Magoong. He even started selling tilapia 
fingerlings in his locality.  

Before, he has nothing, now he has 
something to share and contribute to their 
locality, proving success in integrated 
farming. ### (Al Jun Barbon Magamano)

October 7, 2021

While many Filipinos have profound 
attachments to plants to cope with the 
CoViD-19 pandemic, there are also a good 
number of rural farmers who have turned to 
fish farming.

Mr. Vicente “Manong Inti” Becoy Maglangit, 
66, is one of the project recipients of the 
Department of Agriculture (DA)-Bureau of 
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR)’s 
Special Area for Agricultural (SAAD) 
Program in Lanao Del Norte under the FY 
2020 Tilapia Culture in Pond Project. He 
ventured into vegetable farming and 
livestock production, generated income, 
and built a house.

“Mao na ni akong abot, sir. Salamat sa 
inyong SAAD Program. [This is all that I’ve 
got, Sir. Thanks to SAAD Program]” he 
proudly said. “Daku kayo ang natabang sa 
akong pamilya. Naa na gyud mi bag-ong 
balay [It helps my family. We have our new 
house now].”

Prior to his venture into fish farming, 
Manong Inti was a hardworking father of 

six, and a tenant who worked as coconut 
harvester and buko juice peddler. He spent 
most of his time working to support his 
family. As he aged, he has already stopped 
and ventured into vegetable farming. 
However, with limited financial capital, he 
was not able to expand his farm and his 
harvest is limited for family consumption 
only. 

After the CoViD-19 pandemic outbreak, the 
impacts have led to severe and widespread 
increases in global food insecurity due to 
closure of businesses, limited access to 
transportation, lockdowns, and restricted 
marketing activities. 

Vulnerable individuals like senior citizens, 
were not allowed to go out and almost 
everyone was out of work, not to be 
deprived of their liberty but to provide 
protection. 

Manong Inti decided to rehabilitate his 
existing small pond and expanded it to 500 
square meters. 

Project implementation

During the second year of the 
implementation of the SAAD Program in 
Lanao Del Norte, Manong Inti was chosen 
as a beneficiary and received 2,500 pieces 
of tilapia fingerlings, 15 bags of feeds, and 
a training on tilapia grow-out culture and 
feeding management in July 2020.

On December 27, 2020, he harvested 300 
kilograms (kg) of tilapia and generated Php 
23,000 in the first cropping. With the cash 
on hand, he decided to venture into 
integrated farming with fish ponds, crops, 
vegetables, and livestock along with 
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Dabawenyo senior citizen beneficiaries 
found new avenues to increase their 
income through the program’s livelihood 
projects of the Department of 
Agriculture-Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD). 

As per the Philippine Statistics Authority, 
the poverty incidence among senior 
citizens in 2018 averaged 9.1% in the 
Philippines. In Region 11, 10.9% of the 
entire senior citizens’ population was 
impoverished. 

In addition, the National Economic and 
Development Authority Region 11 reported 
in its 2019 Annual Regional Economic 
Situationer that 263,411 poor senior 
citizens in the region needed to be covered 
by social pension.

DA-SAAD Region 11’s animal- and 
crop-based projects were key to these 
senior citizens living an improved quality of 
life.

Beneficiaries

Maria Fe Cabuguas and Jacinto Navaluna, 
both 60, benefitted from the SAAD Program 
upgraded Native chicken production, 
supplementing their meager incomes by at 
least Php 1,000 every month. 

On the other hand, Remegio Linganay (72) 
and Filipina Gitolongka (64) took advantage 
of the upgraded goat production and OPV 
corn production.

Upgraded Native Chicken Production

SAAD Region 11’s Upgraded Native 
Chicken Production was one of the pilot 
interventions identified since the program’s 
establishment in the region in 2018. Every 
year since then, the project had become a 

mainstay in the program’s interventions, 
benefitting more than 11,000 individual 
beneficiaries and 14 farmers’ associations.

An upgraded Native chicken is the offspring 
of a Native and other chicken breed pairing. 
Some chicken breeds matched with the 
Native one for the project were Dekalb 
Brown, Australorp, and Paraoakan.

Maria Fe Cabuguas (60 years old), Brgy. 
Katipunan, Nabunturan

Maria Fe Cabuguas, a mother of four, 
received the SAAD intervention in 2018. 
She was given 6 pullets, two cockerels, and 
a sack of cracked corn as feed. 

Three of her children have been married, 
but alongside a husband who earns from 
Cardava banana production, she provides 
for a son and a grandson. 

In the two years that followed, she 
intermittently sold chicken while priming the 
brood. Although she didn’t remember the 
first time she actually sold chickens from 
SAAD interventions, she reported that from 
November 2020, she earned more or less 
Php 15,000 from monthly disposal of the 
poultry. 

“Taglima jud akong ginabaligya taga-bulan, 
minimum na. Kay kanang lima musubra na 
man na ug lima ka kilo, usahay makaabot 
pa ug pito o walo,” Cabuguas said. 
“Nakabaligya jud ko ug sobra pulo, ibutang 
lang nako sa sack bag, akong bangagan. Di 
man ko maulaw. Magsakay ko ug jeep 
magdala-dala sa sinako,” Ms. Cabuguas 
said.

(I sell at least 5 monthly. Those 5, it’ll 
exceed five kilos, sometimes it’ll go as high 
as 7 to 8. I did sell more than 10 (in one 
transaction), I put them in a sack bag with 
holes. I don’t get embarrassed. I commute 
via jeepney bringing the sack with me.)

As advised by SAAD’s area coordinators, 
Ms. Cabuguas recorded her monthly 
income from selling chicken in the last five 
months. She earned more than Php 7,900, 
averaging at Php 1,590 per month. 

“Akoang mga ginabaligyaan, di man pud 
jud mubalibad kay mukuha man jud sila. 
Sila pa may muingon nako nga kung 
mubaligya ko, magingon ko kay sila na 
mukuha diri pero ok ra man gud kaayo sa 
akoa na ako na muadto,” she shared.

(Those I sell to; they always buy. They even 
told me that when I plan to sell I give them a 
head’s up so that they’ll come here to fetch 
the poultry but it’s fine with me that I’m the 
one who goes to them.)

Ms. Cabuguas’ buyers consist 
of a carinderia and several 
individual consumers both in 
her neighborhood and 
neighboring towns. The 
additional income from 
selling chicken provided for 
the daily food consumption 
of the family.

“Dako jud kaayo ang tabang 
labi na sa amoang konsumo, 
kanang mga importante nga 
bayrunon. Dali na lang sa 
akoa kay mudakop ra ko. 

Month Gross Liveweight  
(kg) 

Price/kg 
(Php) 

Income  
(Php) 

April 2021 6.3 180.00 1,134.00 

May 2021 9.5 200.00 1,900.00 

June 2021 3.0 200.00 600.00 

July 2021 11.7 200.00 2,340.00 

August 2021 10.4 190.00 1,976.00 

Total   7,950.00 
 

Table 61. Maria Fe Cabuguas’ Upgraded Native 
Chicken Production and Income

Dako kaayong tabang kay igo na lang jud 
mi muatiman,” Ms. Cabuguas enthused.

[A big help (talking about the SAAD 
program) especially with our daily needs, 
bills to pay. It’s now easier for me (to earn 
money) because all I need to do is catch 
some chicken. It’s a great aid because all 
we have to do is to take care of the project.]

As of writing, Ms. Cabuguas has at least 60 
upgraded brood chickens, 40 of which are 
primed for selling. The remaining consists 
of 9 hens with two actively laying eggs, two 
cocks, and chicks.

Jacinto Navaluna (60 years old), Brgy. 
Katipunan, Nabunturan

Providing for a family of 6, his brood of 
upgraded chicken provides at least 
Php 3,000/month. In a similar fashion with 
Ms. Cabuguas, he sells upgraded chicken 
in live weight to several buyers.

“Tungod sa paningkamot, mulambo man 
jud ang bisan unsa. Dako kaayo ug tabang 
ang SAAD sa akoa. Didto jud ni nagsugod 
atong mga manok nila kay taas ug rasa,” 
Mr. Navaluna said. 

(Through consistent efforts, anything can 
prosper. SAAD was a big help to me. It 
started with their chicken because it had a 
better breed). 

This year, SAAD Region 11’s upgraded 
chicken production shifted from individual 
beneficiaries to groups, with hopes that it 
will turn farmers into agripreneurs.

Open Pollinated Variety (OPV) Corn 
Production

In 2019, Remigio Linganay from San 
Antonio, Laak, received both OPV corn and 
upland rice implements from SAAD Region 
11. However, the upland rice didn’t result in 
profit, but the OPV corn did. 

From the 5-kilogram (kg) OPV corn, Mr. 
Linganay planted his ¼-hectare plot and 
harvested five sacks amounting to Php 
5,000 sold at Php 12/kg. With the income, 
he paid two months’ worth of motorcycle 
payments. 

“Bisan na-failure ko sa rice, naa man 
gihapoy abot ang mais. Kana 
mapasalamaton nako kay wala na ko 
nigasto para ana,” Mr. Linganay remarked.

[Even though the rice was a failure, I was 
still thankful for the OPV corn harvest 
because I didn’t pay for it (referring to the 
seeds)].

Upgraded Goat Production 

Upgraded goat production was aimed to 
provide SAAD beneficiaries with 
climate-hardy goats in GIDA and ELCAC 
areas of Davao de Oro. Similar to the 
Upgraded Native Chicken Production, it 
was piloted in 2018, originally benefitting 
five municipalities in the province. This 
year, all 11 municipalities will be given the 
project’s inputs.

SAAD Region 11’s upgraded goats are 
offspring of the Native breed and either 
Anglo-Nubian and Boer breeds. This was done to ensure exceptional live weight 

potential when the small ruminants are 
sold. The Boer breed, specifically, was bred 
for meat purposes.

Filipina Gitolongka, a resident of San 
Antonio in Laak, was given upgraded goats 
in 2019. She opted for two nannies. She 
and her husband, Paquito, cultivated a 
hectare farm with several banana varieties 
including Cardava, Tundan, and Binangay. 

From the two nannies, she increased the 
herd to four. “Akong gihimo kay naa may 
gihatag ang DENR sa amoa nga katong 
flemingia ug rhinzoni, kato didto ko 
nagpakaon sa ilaha sa akoang gitanom,” 
Ms. Gitolongka shared. 

(What I did was, there were flemingia and 
rhinzoni given by the DENR, I pastured the 

goats on the spots I planted those.)

When her grandchild was hospitalized, 
Ms. Gitolongka made the choice to sell the 
two does and earned Php 7,500. 

“Katong kanding sa SAAD, nakatabang jud 
sa pagpahospital sa akoang apo, mao nang 
mapasalamoton kaayo ko,” Ms. Gitolongka 
added.

(The goat from SAAD helped in the 
hospitalization of my grandchild, that’s why 
I was grateful.)

This year, SAAD allotted more than Php 13 
million for the Upgraded Goat Production, 
the biggest among its 6 production projects. 
### (James Brian Flaga)

September 10, 2021

Who says old age is weak and dull? Mr. 
Pancrasio E. Cascas, 72, still has 
exceptional farming skills and strength.

At an early age, Tatay Lolong started 
helping his father in their farm in Libagon, 
Southern Leyte. Now a widower, he 
supports himself through his income from 
the production of rice, coconuts, and 
vegetables.

Tatay Lolong is a hardworking man. For 
him, as long as he is healthy and able, he 
will never get tired from working on his 
inherited 1-hectare (ha) farm despite the 
constant encouragement of his only son in 
Manila to retire at his age.

Project implementation

Swine Fattening Project

Tatay Lolong is a member of the United 
Farmers Association of Pangi (UFAP) which 
is composed of 22 vegetable farmers. In 
2018, the Department of Agriculture - 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program chose the association 
for its Swine Fattening Project.

On October 16, 2018, the SAAD Program 
delivered 30 piglets and 150 bags of feeds 
amounting to Php 495,000.

A hogstel building, which is a communal 
facility for swine, worth Php 1.2 million was 
also funded by the program. With Tatay 
Lolong’s initiative, the pig pen was built on 
his ¼ha vacant lot. He also volunteered so 
UFAP would not lose the livelihood 
opportunity from the government.

The association applied the principles 
taught during the Swine Fattening Training 
conducted by SAAD Southern Leyte in 
managing the project. They eagerly follow 
the feeding and cleaning schedules, 
ensuring health of the swine and sanitation 
of the area.

The local government unit (LGU) and feed 
companies supplying to the association 
also provide technical assistance to the 
farmers.

Every UFAP member receives fixed sharing 
of Php 1,000 per cycle and this is being 
given after every 3 cycles. This fixed 
amount was agreed by all the members so 
that the association will have available 
money for the expansion project.

Mallard Duck Production Project

Because Tatay Lolong is not just an 
ordinary farmer and loves to enhance his 
knowledge on technical know-how and 
agricultural advancement, he attends 
several training sessions whenever he can.

To name a few, he participated in training 
for Competency Assessment, Financial 
Management, Jackfruit Production, Duck 
Raising, and Bangus Production conducted 
by Technical Education and Skills 
Development Authority (TESDA), 
Agricultural Training Institute (ATI), and the 
LGU.

Tatay Lolong applied his learnings from the 
said training when he received 30 
ready-to-lay ducks, three bags of layer 
feeds, and polynet under SAAD’s FY 2019 
Mallard Duck Production Project worth 
Php 44,800.

Results and challenges

As a UFAP member, Tatay Lolong received 
Php 8,000 from the Swine Raising Project 
as a fixed share per cycle. Also, out of the 
associations’ savings, they built a kiosk 
where they can handle meetings and a 
place to convene.

As of September 2021, UFAP will be on its 
9th production cycle (Table 62). However, 
they suspended the raising of another batch 
of swine since Nahulid, Libagon, the 
barangay next to the hostel area, is 
confirmed to have a positive case of African 
Swine Fever (ASF). 

UFAP’s production area is still within 
500-kilometer radius to the said barangay. 
Moreover, from 2019 to 2021, the 
association have a net income of 
Php 197,193.12 with members share 
distribution of Php 132,000.00 and the 
associations available cash of 
Php 65,193.12.

They will be raising piglets again once it is 
safer to do so even with the presence of 
ASF threat.  Intact amount for next cycle’s 
fund to be used in buying piglets and feeds 
is safely kept to ensure that the project will 
continue and be sustained. 

In the presence of ASF, UFAP members are 
focusing on planting vegetables as another 

source of income. They are optimistic that 
ASF is only a temporary occurrence, and 
they need to venture on fast growing 
vegetables as a cash crop as an alternative.

For the mallard duck production, Tatay 
Lolong multiplied the 30 ducks to 102. He 
harvested three trays per day sold at 
Php 7/piece. He earns Php 630/daily from 
selling the duck eggs to bulk buyers in the 
local market, and to the balut and salted 
egg makers in the neighboring towns of 
Sogod and Liloan.

From September 2019 to August 2021 
Tatay Lolong has reached a total income of 
Php 54,600 (Table 63).

“Never depend your life on others, we are 
responsible to our own self.  It is your 
choice to be lazy and complacent but it is 
not an obligation of others to feed you 
because of your laziness,” said Tatay 
Lolong.

Indeed, farming is not only for young and 
strong people; it is for everyone who has 
passion to tilt the arid land, with much love 
and dedication.

For Tatay Lolong, age doesn’t matter 
because farming is his way of life. As long 
as he is happy in sharing his talent and 
resources, his duty will never be heavy. ### 
(Jocelyn Cabañas)
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Dabawenyo senior citizen beneficiaries 
found new avenues to increase their 
income through the program’s livelihood 
projects of the Department of 
Agriculture-Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD). 

As per the Philippine Statistics Authority, 
the poverty incidence among senior 
citizens in 2018 averaged 9.1% in the 
Philippines. In Region 11, 10.9% of the 
entire senior citizens’ population was 
impoverished. 

In addition, the National Economic and 
Development Authority Region 11 reported 
in its 2019 Annual Regional Economic 
Situationer that 263,411 poor senior 
citizens in the region needed to be covered 
by social pension.

DA-SAAD Region 11’s animal- and 
crop-based projects were key to these 
senior citizens living an improved quality of 
life.

Beneficiaries

Maria Fe Cabuguas and Jacinto Navaluna, 
both 60, benefitted from the SAAD Program 
upgraded Native chicken production, 
supplementing their meager incomes by at 
least Php 1,000 every month. 

On the other hand, Remegio Linganay (72) 
and Filipina Gitolongka (64) took advantage 
of the upgraded goat production and OPV 
corn production.

Upgraded Native Chicken Production

SAAD Region 11’s Upgraded Native 
Chicken Production was one of the pilot 
interventions identified since the program’s 
establishment in the region in 2018. Every 
year since then, the project had become a 

mainstay in the program’s interventions, 
benefitting more than 11,000 individual 
beneficiaries and 14 farmers’ associations.

An upgraded Native chicken is the offspring 
of a Native and other chicken breed pairing. 
Some chicken breeds matched with the 
Native one for the project were Dekalb 
Brown, Australorp, and Paraoakan.

Maria Fe Cabuguas (60 years old), Brgy. 
Katipunan, Nabunturan

Maria Fe Cabuguas, a mother of four, 
received the SAAD intervention in 2018. 
She was given 6 pullets, two cockerels, and 
a sack of cracked corn as feed. 

Three of her children have been married, 
but alongside a husband who earns from 
Cardava banana production, she provides 
for a son and a grandson. 

In the two years that followed, she 
intermittently sold chicken while priming the 
brood. Although she didn’t remember the 
first time she actually sold chickens from 
SAAD interventions, she reported that from 
November 2020, she earned more or less 
Php 15,000 from monthly disposal of the 
poultry. 

“Taglima jud akong ginabaligya taga-bulan, 
minimum na. Kay kanang lima musubra na 
man na ug lima ka kilo, usahay makaabot 
pa ug pito o walo,” Cabuguas said. 
“Nakabaligya jud ko ug sobra pulo, ibutang 
lang nako sa sack bag, akong bangagan. Di 
man ko maulaw. Magsakay ko ug jeep 
magdala-dala sa sinako,” Ms. Cabuguas 
said.

(I sell at least 5 monthly. Those 5, it’ll 
exceed five kilos, sometimes it’ll go as high 
as 7 to 8. I did sell more than 10 (in one 
transaction), I put them in a sack bag with 
holes. I don’t get embarrassed. I commute 
via jeepney bringing the sack with me.)

As advised by SAAD’s area coordinators, 
Ms. Cabuguas recorded her monthly 
income from selling chicken in the last five 
months. She earned more than Php 7,900, 
averaging at Php 1,590 per month. 

“Akoang mga ginabaligyaan, di man pud 
jud mubalibad kay mukuha man jud sila. 
Sila pa may muingon nako nga kung 
mubaligya ko, magingon ko kay sila na 
mukuha diri pero ok ra man gud kaayo sa 
akoa na ako na muadto,” she shared.

(Those I sell to; they always buy. They even 
told me that when I plan to sell I give them a 
head’s up so that they’ll come here to fetch 
the poultry but it’s fine with me that I’m the 
one who goes to them.)

Ms. Cabuguas’ buyers consist 
of a carinderia and several 
individual consumers both in 
her neighborhood and 
neighboring towns. The 
additional income from 
selling chicken provided for 
the daily food consumption 
of the family.

“Dako jud kaayo ang tabang 
labi na sa amoang konsumo, 
kanang mga importante nga 
bayrunon. Dali na lang sa 
akoa kay mudakop ra ko. 

Dako kaayong tabang kay igo na lang jud 
mi muatiman,” Ms. Cabuguas enthused.

[A big help (talking about the SAAD 
program) especially with our daily needs, 
bills to pay. It’s now easier for me (to earn 
money) because all I need to do is catch 
some chicken. It’s a great aid because all 
we have to do is to take care of the project.]

As of writing, Ms. Cabuguas has at least 60 
upgraded brood chickens, 40 of which are 
primed for selling. The remaining consists 
of 9 hens with two actively laying eggs, two 
cocks, and chicks.

Jacinto Navaluna (60 years old), Brgy. 
Katipunan, Nabunturan

Providing for a family of 6, his brood of 
upgraded chicken provides at least 
Php 3,000/month. In a similar fashion with 
Ms. Cabuguas, he sells upgraded chicken 
in live weight to several buyers.

“Tungod sa paningkamot, mulambo man 
jud ang bisan unsa. Dako kaayo ug tabang 
ang SAAD sa akoa. Didto jud ni nagsugod 
atong mga manok nila kay taas ug rasa,” 
Mr. Navaluna said. 

(Through consistent efforts, anything can 
prosper. SAAD was a big help to me. It 
started with their chicken because it had a 
better breed). 

This year, SAAD Region 11’s upgraded 
chicken production shifted from individual 
beneficiaries to groups, with hopes that it 
will turn farmers into agripreneurs.

Open Pollinated Variety (OPV) Corn 
Production

In 2019, Remigio Linganay from San 
Antonio, Laak, received both OPV corn and 
upland rice implements from SAAD Region 
11. However, the upland rice didn’t result in 
profit, but the OPV corn did. 

From the 5-kilogram (kg) OPV corn, Mr. 
Linganay planted his ¼-hectare plot and 
harvested five sacks amounting to Php 
5,000 sold at Php 12/kg. With the income, 
he paid two months’ worth of motorcycle 
payments. 

“Bisan na-failure ko sa rice, naa man 
gihapoy abot ang mais. Kana 
mapasalamaton nako kay wala na ko 
nigasto para ana,” Mr. Linganay remarked.

[Even though the rice was a failure, I was 
still thankful for the OPV corn harvest 
because I didn’t pay for it (referring to the 
seeds)].

Upgraded Goat Production 

Upgraded goat production was aimed to 
provide SAAD beneficiaries with 
climate-hardy goats in GIDA and ELCAC 
areas of Davao de Oro. Similar to the 
Upgraded Native Chicken Production, it 
was piloted in 2018, originally benefitting 
five municipalities in the province. This 
year, all 11 municipalities will be given the 
project’s inputs.

SAAD Region 11’s upgraded goats are 
offspring of the Native breed and either 
Anglo-Nubian and Boer breeds. This was done to ensure exceptional live weight 

potential when the small ruminants are 
sold. The Boer breed, specifically, was bred 
for meat purposes.

Filipina Gitolongka, a resident of San 
Antonio in Laak, was given upgraded goats 
in 2019. She opted for two nannies. She 
and her husband, Paquito, cultivated a 
hectare farm with several banana varieties 
including Cardava, Tundan, and Binangay. 

From the two nannies, she increased the 
herd to four. “Akong gihimo kay naa may 
gihatag ang DENR sa amoa nga katong 
flemingia ug rhinzoni, kato didto ko 
nagpakaon sa ilaha sa akoang gitanom,” 
Ms. Gitolongka shared. 

(What I did was, there were flemingia and 
rhinzoni given by the DENR, I pastured the 

goats on the spots I planted those.)

When her grandchild was hospitalized, 
Ms. Gitolongka made the choice to sell the 
two does and earned Php 7,500. 

“Katong kanding sa SAAD, nakatabang jud 
sa pagpahospital sa akoang apo, mao nang 
mapasalamoton kaayo ko,” Ms. Gitolongka 
added.

(The goat from SAAD helped in the 
hospitalization of my grandchild, that’s why 
I was grateful.)

This year, SAAD allotted more than Php 13 
million for the Upgraded Goat Production, 
the biggest among its 6 production projects. 
### (James Brian Flaga)

In farming, age is just a number: 
Story of Pancrasio E. Cascas

September 10, 2021

Who says old age is weak and dull? Mr. 
Pancrasio E. Cascas, 72, still has 
exceptional farming skills and strength.

At an early age, Tatay Lolong started 
helping his father in their farm in Libagon, 
Southern Leyte. Now a widower, he 
supports himself through his income from 
the production of rice, coconuts, and 
vegetables.

Tatay Lolong is a hardworking man. For 
him, as long as he is healthy and able, he 
will never get tired from working on his 
inherited 1-hectare (ha) farm despite the 
constant encouragement of his only son in 
Manila to retire at his age.

Project implementation

Swine Fattening Project

Tatay Lolong is a member of the United 
Farmers Association of Pangi (UFAP) which 
is composed of 22 vegetable farmers. In 
2018, the Department of Agriculture - 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program chose the association 
for its Swine Fattening Project.

On October 16, 2018, the SAAD Program 
delivered 30 piglets and 150 bags of feeds 
amounting to Php 495,000.

continue to next page

A hogstel building, which is a communal 
facility for swine, worth Php 1.2 million was 
also funded by the program. With Tatay 
Lolong’s initiative, the pig pen was built on 
his ¼ha vacant lot. He also volunteered so 
UFAP would not lose the livelihood 
opportunity from the government.

The association applied the principles 
taught during the Swine Fattening Training 
conducted by SAAD Southern Leyte in 
managing the project. They eagerly follow 
the feeding and cleaning schedules, 
ensuring health of the swine and sanitation 
of the area.

The local government unit (LGU) and feed 
companies supplying to the association 
also provide technical assistance to the 
farmers.

Every UFAP member receives fixed sharing 
of Php 1,000 per cycle and this is being 
given after every 3 cycles. This fixed 
amount was agreed by all the members so 
that the association will have available 
money for the expansion project.

Mallard Duck Production Project

Because Tatay Lolong is not just an 
ordinary farmer and loves to enhance his 
knowledge on technical know-how and 
agricultural advancement, he attends 
several training sessions whenever he can.

To name a few, he participated in training 
for Competency Assessment, Financial 
Management, Jackfruit Production, Duck 
Raising, and Bangus Production conducted 
by Technical Education and Skills 
Development Authority (TESDA), 
Agricultural Training Institute (ATI), and the 
LGU.

Tatay Lolong applied his learnings from the 
said training when he received 30 
ready-to-lay ducks, three bags of layer 
feeds, and polynet under SAAD’s FY 2019 
Mallard Duck Production Project worth 
Php 44,800.

Results and challenges

As a UFAP member, Tatay Lolong received 
Php 8,000 from the Swine Raising Project 
as a fixed share per cycle. Also, out of the 
associations’ savings, they built a kiosk 
where they can handle meetings and a 
place to convene.

As of September 2021, UFAP will be on its 
9th production cycle (Table 62). However, 
they suspended the raising of another batch 
of swine since Nahulid, Libagon, the 
barangay next to the hostel area, is 
confirmed to have a positive case of African 
Swine Fever (ASF). 

UFAP’s production area is still within 
500-kilometer radius to the said barangay. 
Moreover, from 2019 to 2021, the 
association have a net income of 
Php 197,193.12 with members share 
distribution of Php 132,000.00 and the 
associations available cash of 
Php 65,193.12.

They will be raising piglets again once it is 
safer to do so even with the presence of 
ASF threat.  Intact amount for next cycle’s 
fund to be used in buying piglets and feeds 
is safely kept to ensure that the project will 
continue and be sustained. 

In the presence of ASF, UFAP members are 
focusing on planting vegetables as another 

source of income. They are optimistic that 
ASF is only a temporary occurrence, and 
they need to venture on fast growing 
vegetables as a cash crop as an alternative.

For the mallard duck production, Tatay 
Lolong multiplied the 30 ducks to 102. He 
harvested three trays per day sold at 
Php 7/piece. He earns Php 630/daily from 
selling the duck eggs to bulk buyers in the 
local market, and to the balut and salted 
egg makers in the neighboring towns of 
Sogod and Liloan.

From September 2019 to August 2021 
Tatay Lolong has reached a total income of 
Php 54,600 (Table 63).

“Never depend your life on others, we are 
responsible to our own self.  It is your 
choice to be lazy and complacent but it is 
not an obligation of others to feed you 
because of your laziness,” said Tatay 
Lolong.

Indeed, farming is not only for young and 
strong people; it is for everyone who has 
passion to tilt the arid land, with much love 
and dedication.

For Tatay Lolong, age doesn’t matter 
because farming is his way of life. As long 
as he is happy in sharing his talent and 
resources, his duty will never be heavy. ### 
(Jocelyn Cabañas)
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Who says old age is weak and dull? Mr. 
Pancrasio E. Cascas, 72, still has 
exceptional farming skills and strength.

At an early age, Tatay Lolong started 
helping his father in their farm in Libagon, 
Southern Leyte. Now a widower, he 
supports himself through his income from 
the production of rice, coconuts, and 
vegetables.

Tatay Lolong is a hardworking man. For 
him, as long as he is healthy and able, he 
will never get tired from working on his 
inherited 1-hectare (ha) farm despite the 
constant encouragement of his only son in 
Manila to retire at his age.

Project implementation

Swine Fattening Project

Tatay Lolong is a member of the United 
Farmers Association of Pangi (UFAP) which 
is composed of 22 vegetable farmers. In 
2018, the Department of Agriculture - 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program chose the association 
for its Swine Fattening Project.

On October 16, 2018, the SAAD Program 
delivered 30 piglets and 150 bags of feeds 
amounting to Php 495,000.

A hogstel building, which is a communal 
facility for swine, worth Php 1.2 million was 
also funded by the program. With Tatay 
Lolong’s initiative, the pig pen was built on 
his ¼ha vacant lot. He also volunteered so 
UFAP would not lose the livelihood 
opportunity from the government.

The association applied the principles 
taught during the Swine Fattening Training 
conducted by SAAD Southern Leyte in 
managing the project. They eagerly follow 
the feeding and cleaning schedules, 
ensuring health of the swine and sanitation 
of the area.

The local government unit (LGU) and feed 
companies supplying to the association 
also provide technical assistance to the 
farmers.

Every UFAP member receives fixed sharing 
of Php 1,000 per cycle and this is being 
given after every 3 cycles. This fixed 
amount was agreed by all the members so 
that the association will have available 
money for the expansion project.

Mallard Duck Production Project

Because Tatay Lolong is not just an 
ordinary farmer and loves to enhance his 
knowledge on technical know-how and 
agricultural advancement, he attends 
several training sessions whenever he can.

To name a few, he participated in training 
for Competency Assessment, Financial 
Management, Jackfruit Production, Duck 
Raising, and Bangus Production conducted 
by Technical Education and Skills 
Development Authority (TESDA), 
Agricultural Training Institute (ATI), and the 
LGU.

Tatay Lolong applied his learnings from the 
said training when he received 30 
ready-to-lay ducks, three bags of layer 
feeds, and polynet under SAAD’s FY 2019 
Mallard Duck Production Project worth 
Php 44,800.

Results and challenges

As a UFAP member, Tatay Lolong received 
Php 8,000 from the Swine Raising Project 
as a fixed share per cycle. Also, out of the 
associations’ savings, they built a kiosk 
where they can handle meetings and a 
place to convene.

As of September 2021, UFAP will be on its 
9th production cycle (Table 62). However, 
they suspended the raising of another batch 
of swine since Nahulid, Libagon, the 
barangay next to the hostel area, is 
confirmed to have a positive case of African 
Swine Fever (ASF). 

UFAP’s production area is still within 
500-kilometer radius to the said barangay. 
Moreover, from 2019 to 2021, the 
association have a net income of 
Php 197,193.12 with members share 
distribution of Php 132,000.00 and the 
associations available cash of 
Php 65,193.12.

They will be raising piglets again once it is 
safer to do so even with the presence of 
ASF threat.  Intact amount for next cycle’s 
fund to be used in buying piglets and feeds 
is safely kept to ensure that the project will 
continue and be sustained. 

In the presence of ASF, UFAP members are 
focusing on planting vegetables as another 

source of income. They are optimistic that 
ASF is only a temporary occurrence, and 
they need to venture on fast growing 
vegetables as a cash crop as an alternative.

For the mallard duck production, Tatay 
Lolong multiplied the 30 ducks to 102. He 
harvested three trays per day sold at 
Php 7/piece. He earns Php 630/daily from 
selling the duck eggs to bulk buyers in the 
local market, and to the balut and salted 
egg makers in the neighboring towns of 
Sogod and Liloan.

From September 2019 to August 2021 
Tatay Lolong has reached a total income of 
Php 54,600 (Table 63).

“Never depend your life on others, we are 
responsible to our own self.  It is your 
choice to be lazy and complacent but it is 
not an obligation of others to feed you 
because of your laziness,” said Tatay 
Lolong.

Indeed, farming is not only for young and 
strong people; it is for everyone who has 
passion to tilt the arid land, with much love 
and dedication.

For Tatay Lolong, age doesn’t matter 
because farming is his way of life. As long 
as he is happy in sharing his talent and 
resources, his duty will never be heavy. ### 
(Jocelyn Cabañas)

Date 
Harvested 

Cycle No. of 
Swine 

Gross Sales 
(Php) 

Expenses 
(Php) 

Net Income 
(Php) 

Jan 2019 1 24 168,922.00 -  168,922.00 
Apr 2019 2 22 124,350.00 101,858.00 22.492.00 
Aug 2019 3 25 209,547.00 188,844.00 20,703.00 
Dec 2019 4 30 210,891.00 202,727.00 8,164.12 
Apr 2020 5 22 186,826.00 177,214.00 9,612.00 
Sept 2020 6 13 49,800.00 50,611.00 -811.00 
Mar 2021 7 32 154,460.00 97,783.00 56,677.00 
July 2021 8 34 257.580.00 171,146.00 86,434.00 
N/A 9 34 0 175,000.00 -175,000.00 
Total 197,193.12 
Less: Share for UAFP members 132,000.00 
Available Cash 65,193.12 

 

Date Harvested No. of Eggs 
Harvested 

(pc) 

Price/pc 
(Php) 

Gross 
Sales 
(Php) 

Expenses 
(Php) 

Net 
Income 
(Php) 

Sep – Dec 2019 1,630 7 11,410.00 3,000.00 8,410.00 
Jan – Dec 2020 4,500 7 34.230.00 6,600.00 27,630.00 
Jan – Aug 2021 3,000 7 21,000.00 5,440.00 18,560.00 
Total 9,130  66,640.00 15,040.00 54,600.00 

 

Table 62. UFAP’s Income from SAAD Swine Fattening Project

Table 63. Pancrasio Cascas’ income from SAAD Mallard Duck Production Project
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Who says old age is weak and dull? Mr. 
Pancrasio E. Cascas, 72, still has 
exceptional farming skills and strength.

At an early age, Tatay Lolong started 
helping his father in their farm in Libagon, 
Southern Leyte. Now a widower, he 
supports himself through his income from 
the production of rice, coconuts, and 
vegetables.

Tatay Lolong is a hardworking man. For 
him, as long as he is healthy and able, he 
will never get tired from working on his 
inherited 1-hectare (ha) farm despite the 
constant encouragement of his only son in 
Manila to retire at his age.

Project implementation

Swine Fattening Project

Tatay Lolong is a member of the United 
Farmers Association of Pangi (UFAP) which 
is composed of 22 vegetable farmers. In 
2018, the Department of Agriculture - 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program chose the association 
for its Swine Fattening Project.

On October 16, 2018, the SAAD Program 
delivered 30 piglets and 150 bags of feeds 
amounting to Php 495,000.

A hogstel building, which is a communal 
facility for swine, worth Php 1.2 million was 
also funded by the program. With Tatay 
Lolong’s initiative, the pig pen was built on 
his ¼ha vacant lot. He also volunteered so 
UFAP would not lose the livelihood 
opportunity from the government.

The association applied the principles 
taught during the Swine Fattening Training 
conducted by SAAD Southern Leyte in 
managing the project. They eagerly follow 
the feeding and cleaning schedules, 
ensuring health of the swine and sanitation 
of the area.

The local government unit (LGU) and feed 
companies supplying to the association 
also provide technical assistance to the 
farmers.

Every UFAP member receives fixed sharing 
of Php 1,000 per cycle and this is being 
given after every 3 cycles. This fixed 
amount was agreed by all the members so 
that the association will have available 
money for the expansion project.

Mallard Duck Production Project

Because Tatay Lolong is not just an 
ordinary farmer and loves to enhance his 
knowledge on technical know-how and 
agricultural advancement, he attends 
several training sessions whenever he can.

To name a few, he participated in training 
for Competency Assessment, Financial 
Management, Jackfruit Production, Duck 
Raising, and Bangus Production conducted 
by Technical Education and Skills 
Development Authority (TESDA), 
Agricultural Training Institute (ATI), and the 
LGU.

Tatay Lolong applied his learnings from the 
said training when he received 30 
ready-to-lay ducks, three bags of layer 
feeds, and polynet under SAAD’s FY 2019 
Mallard Duck Production Project worth 
Php 44,800.

Results and challenges

As a UFAP member, Tatay Lolong received 
Php 8,000 from the Swine Raising Project 
as a fixed share per cycle. Also, out of the 
associations’ savings, they built a kiosk 
where they can handle meetings and a 
place to convene.

As of September 2021, UFAP will be on its 
9th production cycle (Table 62). However, 
they suspended the raising of another batch 
of swine since Nahulid, Libagon, the 
barangay next to the hostel area, is 
confirmed to have a positive case of African 
Swine Fever (ASF). 

UFAP’s production area is still within 
500-kilometer radius to the said barangay. 
Moreover, from 2019 to 2021, the 
association have a net income of 
Php 197,193.12 with members share 
distribution of Php 132,000.00 and the 
associations available cash of 
Php 65,193.12.

They will be raising piglets again once it is 
safer to do so even with the presence of 
ASF threat.  Intact amount for next cycle’s 
fund to be used in buying piglets and feeds 
is safely kept to ensure that the project will 
continue and be sustained. 

In the presence of ASF, UFAP members are 
focusing on planting vegetables as another 

source of income. They are optimistic that 
ASF is only a temporary occurrence, and 
they need to venture on fast growing 
vegetables as a cash crop as an alternative.

For the mallard duck production, Tatay 
Lolong multiplied the 30 ducks to 102. He 
harvested three trays per day sold at 
Php 7/piece. He earns Php 630/daily from 
selling the duck eggs to bulk buyers in the 
local market, and to the balut and salted 
egg makers in the neighboring towns of 
Sogod and Liloan.

From September 2019 to August 2021 
Tatay Lolong has reached a total income of 
Php 54,600 (Table 63).

“Never depend your life on others, we are 
responsible to our own self.  It is your 
choice to be lazy and complacent but it is 
not an obligation of others to feed you 
because of your laziness,” said Tatay 
Lolong.

Indeed, farming is not only for young and 
strong people; it is for everyone who has 
passion to tilt the arid land, with much love 
and dedication.

For Tatay Lolong, age doesn’t matter 
because farming is his way of life. As long 
as he is happy in sharing his talent and 
resources, his duty will never be heavy. ### 
(Jocelyn Cabañas)

Php 11.2M worth SAAD’s CoViD-19 mitigation projects help MisOcc farmers have stable income

Adelaida Coser in Bonifacio, 
Misamis Occidental

Adelaida Coser, a recipient of SAAD’s 
COVID-19 assistance in Bonifacio, 
Misamis Occidental, also resorted to selling 
her vegetable harvests as added income for 
her family. To date, Ms. Coser had a gross 
income of Php 22,600.

“I was able to sell more than 1,000 kg of 
eggplant and 130 kg of okra. Traders 
bought the vegetables at Php 20/kg. With 
the earnings I gained from the garden, I 
was able to buy food for our family, provide 
for our children’s home-schooling needs 
and get our house repaired,” Adelaida said, 
thanking SAAD for the assistance granted 
to her.

Adelaida and her husband also harvested 
two sacks of their sweet corn last 
November 2020. They sold the 50 cobs at 
Php 15 each in the neighborhood and LGU 
offices and earned Php 750. The remaining 
harvests were set aside for consumption.

“As farmers, we need to be extra 
hardworking in this pandemic. As long as 
we continue to plant and farm we will 
survive,” she remarked.

Food supply and additional income

Like Miraluna and Adelaida, the other 
beneficiaries also managed to sell their 
extra produce.

“It is our sworn commitment to capacitate 

and empower our farmers. As the pandemic 
holds still, DA will constantly look into ways 
of helping the farmers to get through this 
pandemic,” said Audy G. Maagad, the 
SAAD Focal Person of DA 10.

“Our main goal in the implementation of 
SAAD’s CoViD-19 assistance is to 
ascertain that the farmers will have readily 
available food in their home in the course of 
this pandemic,” Mr. Maagad accounted.

“We are happy to note that the assistance 
is well-implemented, enabling the farmers 
to earn too,” he added.

“The farmers and LGUs can expect SAAD’s 
sustained support until this pandemic 
dwindles. As long as we continue to help 
one another, we can surpass these 
challenges,” Mr. Maagad vowed.

As part of the assistance to the 
marginalized farmers in the region, this 
year the program will grant 3,395 head of 
male and female free-range chicken 
breeders and chicken feeds through the 
program’s Free-range Chicken Production 
Project.

This year, the SAAD Northern Mindanao 
will continue implementing strategic, 
upscaled projects geared towards 
capacitating its beneficiaries to grow as 
agripreneurs and empowering them to be 
self-sustaining. ### (Azbie Talib and 
Jennifer Valcobero)

January 11, 2021

MISAMIS OCCIDENTAL, January 8, 2021 
– Two farmers in the province testified that 
they now have stable income after being 
included as recipients of the Php 11.2 
million worth of CoViD-19 mitigation 
projects funded by the Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
in 2020.

The said projects are in support of the 
Department of Agriculture’s Plant Plant 
Plant Program, which aims to sustain 
farmers’ productivity and earning capacity 
during this pandemic. The initiative is 
grounded on the provision of basic, 
practical, and quick-yielding agricultural 
interventions to small-scale, home-based 
farmers, to help them resiliently deal with 
the long-drawn pandemic.

The initiative benefitted 65 SAAD farmer’s 
associations with 2,860 members and 
3,000 other marginalized farmers in 
Bukidnon, Lanao del Norte, and Misamis 
Occidental.

The livelihood assistance includes 
fertilizers, assorted vegetable seeds, sweet 
corn seeds, and gardening materials which 
enable the beneficiaries to establish 
perimeter gardens around their households.

In a monitoring activity conducted by the 
region in December 2020, they observed 
that the assistance significantly aided the 
farmers to pull through the pandemic by 
producing their own food and earn 

additional income from their excess 
vegetable harvests.

Miraluna Perocillo in Baliangao, 
Misamis Occidental

Miraluna Perocillo, a 43-year old barangay 
health worker from Baliangao, Misamis 
Occidental, optimizes SAAD’s COVID-19 
assistance to earn regular monthly income 
amid the health crisis.

From September to December 2020, 
Miraluna had a total income of Php 12,000 
from selling eggplant. She added that until 
the vegetable will finally exhaust itself from 
setting fruits in March 2021, she can still 
earn up to Php 20,000.

“Right now I managed to earn at least Php 
3,000 per month by selling eggplant. My 
last harvest reached 70 kilograms (kg). 
Until the plants mature, I think I can 
manage to earn more than Php 20,000,” 
Miraluna said.

“At times I get to barter my vegetables for 
fish peddled in our place, too. With my 
garden I was able to feed my kids and earn 
a little extra,” she added.

Miraluna also planted squash, ampalaya, 
string beans, gourd, and tomatoes in her 
garden from the pinakbet pack she received 
from SAAD.
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Project InterventionMechanizing DA-SAAD’s Upland Rice 
Production Project in Catanduanes

December 17, 2021

CATANDUANES, December 17, 2021 – 
The Rainfed Island’s Rice Grower 
Association (RIRGA) received agricultural 
machinery from the Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program as an 
initiative for the association’s farm 
mechanization, aiding rice cultivation and 
opening opportunities to render service for 
additional income.

The DA-SAAD turned over a hand tractor 
with trailer, a thresher, a brush cutter, a 
collapsible dryer and 100 laminated sacks 
worth Php 321,000 under the Upland Rice 
Production Project. The interventions were 
distributed in Kilikilihan, San Miguel, 
Catanduanes in November 2021.

The machinery will aid 50 upland rice 
farmers with total of 32 hectares tillable 
area from Suchan, Bagamanoc, and 
Kilikilihan to increase production and 
sustain farming income.

Prior to the provision of agricultural 
machinery, the association already 
received farm inputs such as 100 bags of 
rice seed, 100 bags of fertilizer, 1,200 
empty sacks, and five draft animals from 
the DA-SAAD throughout the year (June 
and August). SAAD Bicol Region allocated 
Php 376,500 budget for the execution of the 
said project.

The RIRGA was established and registered 
in 2019 under the Department of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE) and became a SAAD 
group beneficiary in the same year.

Present during the turnover were Municipal 
Agriculturist (MA) Cherryl T. Tatel and Rice 
Agricultural Technician Florence Teanila 
from the local government unit (LGU) San 
Miguel.

Barangay Captain Larry Bernal expressed 
support to the farmers and the SAAD 
Program by providing logistics aspects 
during the turnover ceremony.

MA Tatel shared, “Maswerte sila (RIRGA) 
kasi sila ay beneficiary ng package, ingatan 
sana nila at gumawa ng agreement kung 
magkano ang renta para mayroong 
pang-maintenance ng machine (They are 
lucky to be the beneficiary of the package, 
take care of it and make an agreement on 
how much will be the rental fee for the 
maintenance of the machinery.)”

“Sana mag extend pa ng year at beneficiary 
(I hope the year and beneficiary will be 
extended),” she added.

RIRGA member Consolacion Zuniega 
expressed her gratitude to the DA-SAAD. 
She said, “Ang SAAD nagtao siya 
ning dakulang t�ang sa samuya 
ta haros ang m� �m� dae mi 
pwede bak�on kaya, dakula 
ang p���amat mi sa SAAD ta 
ibin�i kami ninda. L�o pa 
ngunyan sa panahon ning 
pagtios ba� dae man t�a� 
kami makaka acquire kaiyan 
(SAAD is a huge help, because we cannot 
really purchase such machinery on our 
own, hence, we are really grateful because 
we were included in SAAD especially 
during this trying time that we cannot 
acquire those.)”

RIRGA also plans to maximize the 
machinery received from the DA-SAAD 
through rental service to other rice farmers 
as an income source to be allocated for 
repair and maintenance and savings for the 
association fund. ### (Angelica Blanco)

5 Bukidnon FAs receive vegetable, 
corn prod’n inputs

December 16, 2021

BUKIDNON, December 15, 2021 – Five 
farmer associations (FA) from Kalilangan 
and Pangantucan, Bukidnon received Php 
2.1 million worth of agricultural inputs and 
equipment from the Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program to 
support corn production.

DA Region 10 Regional Executive Director 
Carlene C. Collado turned over the 
agricultural assistance on December 13.

Two mechanical corn shellers and three 
mobile corn mills were distributed to help 
the groups with 224 members maximize 
their production while saving on labor and 
logistics expenses over time.

Beneficiaries from Kalilangan and 
Pangantucan have a total corn production 
of 80 hectares (ha) and 16ha for vegetable 
farming.

Also, each farmer received at least 2 packs 
of open-pollinated variety (OPV) 5-in-1 
vegetable seeds (to be planted in each 100 
square meters’ backyard garden), and 25 
kilograms of complete fertilizer.

“Farmers who grow corn can now benefit 
from the mobile corn mill received. Because 
it is mobile, we can now better serve our 
members in far-flung areas,” shared 
Eduardo G. Hubayan, president of MAIMPU 
FA.

Director Collado emphasized that the agri 
assistance is in support of the thrust of the 
department to increase productivity and 
reduce poverty among the marginalized 
sectors in agriculture and fishery. ### 
(Rollin Dave Ellorin)
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Farmers’ 
Group 

Members Municipality Interventions Received Project Cost 
(Php) 

Kinura SAAD 
FA 

40 

Kalilangan 

1-unit mechanical corn 

1,099,209.90 

100 packs of OPV 5-in-1 
vegetable seeds  
20 bags of complete 
fertilizer 

Bangbang 
SAAD FA 

40 

1-unit mobile corn mill 
100 packs of OPV 5-in-1 
vegetable seeds 
20 bags of complete 
fertilizer 

Malinao Imbariz 
Pud-ong FA 86 

126 packs of OPV 5-in-1 
vegetable seeds 
34 bags of complete 
fertilizer 

Kidlawa SAAD 
FA 

28 

Pangantucan 

1 unit mobile corn mill 

1,099,209.90 

160 packs of OPV 5-in-1 
vegetable seeds 
35 bags of complete 
fertilizer 

Poblacion 
SAAD FA 30 

1 unit mechanical corn 
sheller 
166 packs of OPV 5-in-1 
vegetable seeds 
39 bags of complete 
fertilizer 

Total 224   2,198,419.80 
 

Table 64. Bukidnon FAs who received Vegetable and Corn Production Inputs

7 Sultan Kudarat FAs receive 
another set of layer chickens

December 13, 2021

SULTAN KUDARAT, December 13, 2021 –  
To produce more fresh table eggs, another 
2,000 layer chickens were dispersed to 7 
farmers’ associations (FA) in Palimbang, 
Sultan Kudarat. The project which is under 
the FY 2021 Layer Chicken Production of 
the Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program was distributed on 
December 1.

The Php 1.3 million worth of project will 
benefit 225 farmers who begin to 
contemplate the idea of raising poultry.

From planting various crops, the members 
believe that the project is an excellent 
opportunity that ensures significant returns. 
It can be immediately lucrative just by 
selling the eggs produced.

The distribution was led by Lebak Mayor 
Frederick Celestial, Bagumbayan Mayor 
Jonalette E. De Pedro, SAAD Sultan 
Kudarat Team Leader Normohammad L. 
Lembak together with the provincial staff, 
and the municipal staff of Lebak and 
Bagumbayan. ### (Aisa Tina and Jennifer 
Valcobero)

Association Members Municipality/City Intervention 
Received 

Project Cost  
(Php) 

Pantawid Kabuhayan 
Magsasaka Association 

25 Palimbang 200 chicken 130,000.00 

Centro Palimbang Fisherfolk 
and small Animal Raisers 
Association 

25 Palimbang 200 chicken 130,000.00 

Palimbang Farmers/Fishermen 
Multi-Agricultural Production 
Growers Association 

25 Palimbang 200 chicken 130,000.00 

Ugyon Busok Farmers 
Association 

50 Bagumbayan 400 chicken 260,000.00 

Bai Saripinang United Farmers 
Association 

50 Bagumbayan 400 chicken 260,000.00 

Bacbacan Multipurpose 
Cooperative 25 Columbio 200 chicken 130,000.00 

Mayo Farmer’s Association 25 Lebak 400 chicken 260,000.00 
Total 1,300,000.00 

 

Table 65. Sultan Kudarat FAs’ who receive the Layer Chicken Project from SAAD
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50 banana growers receive 
10,000 Cardava suckers

December 3, 2021

SULTAN KUDARAT, December 3, 2021 – 
Fifty (50) banana growers in Sultan Kudarat 
received 10,000 Cardava suckers to cover 
16 hectares (ha) from the Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program to 
sustain their livelihood.

The inputs provided on November 25 are 
under the FY 2021 Integrated Cardava with 
Vegetable and Poultry Production project, 
amounting to Php 742,500.

The recipients, who are members of the 
Makat Peace and Development Volunteers 
and Workers Association, were already 
provided with fertilizers (urea and 
complete), pinakbet seeds, sprayer 
(battery-operated), sprinkler, rake, trowel, 
shovel, and bolo as components of the 
project in August.

The project will help the group improve the 
productivity of their banana farms which 
have an area of at least 0.5-1ha per farmer.

Each member will plant 200 banana 
suckers which takes a year and four months 
for its fruits to be ready to harvest.

Meanwhile, the pinakbet seeds have 
already provided them garden-fresh 
vegetables, which helped in reducing their 
monthly food bill.

The turnover activity was led by SAAD 
Sultan Kudarat team leader Normohamad 
Lembak together with the provincial staff, 
joined by Municipal SAAD Focal Person 
Wilson Pedregrosa and Agricultural 
Technologist Von Henry Maturan. ### (Aisa 
Tina and Jennifer Valcobero)

Particulars Unit Cost 
(Php) 

Quantity Cost 
(Php) 

Cardava Banana 35.00 10,000 suckers 350,000.00 

Urea 1,000.00 100 bags 100,000.00 

Complete 1,000.00 100 bags 100,000.00 

Pinakbet Seeds 150.00 250 packs 37,500.00 

Sprayer (battery-operated) 4,000.00 10 units 40,000.00 

Sprinkler 350.00 50 units 17,500.00 

Rake 600.00 50 units 30,000.00 

Trowel 300.00 50 units 15,000.00 

Shovel 700.00 50 units 35,000.00 

Bolo 350.00 50 units 17,500.00 

Total  742,500.00 
 

Table 66. Makat Peace and Development Volunteers and Workers 
Association Interventions Received from SAAD

10 Cotabato FAs to produce fresh chicken eggs
COTABATO, December 1, 2021 – Ten (10) farmers’ associations (FA) with 267 
members from five municipalities in Cotabato received 2,000 layer chicken to produce 
fresh table eggs. The poultry were distributed in Amas, Kidapawan on November 26.

The project amounting to Php 1.3 million is under the FY 2021 Layer Chicken 
Production of the Department of Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program.

Each group received 200 chickens which were placed in a communal area 
(ranging from 500-1,000 square meters). Each member will take turns in project 
management to acquire maximum output and profitability. The chickens are expected 
to lay eggs after a month.

The beneficiaries, whose source of income is by growing mixed crops, hope that the 
poultry project will help them earn and save money for the education of their children. 
Their produce from their 1-hectare farm each is just enough to feed their families. 

The distribution was led by SAAD Focal Person Maimona Amil. She was accompanied 
by North Cotabato Municipal Agriculturists Services president James Dulay, 
Agricultural Program Coordinating Officer Ding Sultan, and SAAD provincial staff. ### 
(Aisa Tina and Jennifer Valcobero)

November 29, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, November 28, 
2021 – Four (4) indigenous people (IP) 
associations in two End Local Communist 
Armed Conflict (ELCAC) areas in San Jose 
received Php 1.5 million worth of farm 
implements from the Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program to boost 
their cassava and rice production in the 
community.

Samahang Buhid at Hanunuo ng Brgy. 
Naibuan (SBHBN) (50 members), and 
Samahang Magsasaka ng Sitio Ibanag 
(SMSI) (50 members), each received 15 
caraheifers for Cassava Production Project 
FY 2021.

The two associations, situated in Brgy. 
Naibuan, are focused on cassava 
production and previously received 
production packages in 2020 under the 
same project funded in FY 2020.

On the other hand, 113 farmers inclined to 
rice production in Brgy. Monteclaro 
received 9 caraheifers. Ilya, Taganop, 
Masay, Mantay, at Sangay Farmer’s 
Association (ITaMMaSa FA), with 28 
members received five caraheifers, while 
four were awarded to Samahan ng mga 
Magsasakang Katutubo ng Monteclaro 
(SMKM) with 85 members.

Both associations received rice production 
packages in 2020 under Upland Organic 
Rice Production Project, funded in FY 
2020.

“Umaasa lang kami sa manu-manong 
trabaho sa bukid kaya malaking alwan sa 
amin ang pagkakaroon ng kalabaw. 
Nagpapasalamat kami sa bigay ng SAAD 
sa amin. Iingatan namin ito (We rely on 
manual labor for our farm so having draft 

animals is a great relief for us. We are 
grateful to SAAD for what we have received 
and will take care of it),” said Angelito Ero, 
chairperson of SBHBN.

Ubos Balitang, the chairperson of 
ITaMMaSa FA, shared the same impact 
after receiving the draft animals. Their 
association is situated in a far-flung area in 
Brgy. Naibuan that requires them to walk for 
10 hours and cross three rivers that reach 
up to 6 feet high or more during rainy 
seasons. Since machinery is not advisable 
for their terrain, carabaos are the best 
mode of transport for goods such as 
bananas, rice, and avocados.

“Kapag walang kalabaw, binubuhat namin 
ang mga ani namin para ibenta sa baba 
kaso mabigat at madalas ay nasisira na 
ang mga ito pagdating sa bayan kasi 
malayo ang lakaran kaya mura na lang 
naming naibebenta. Minsan lugi pa. Pero 
ngayon, maiiwasan na na masira ang mga 
produkto namin kasi may kalabaw na 
nakalaan sa amin mula sa SAAD,” said 
Mr. Balitang.

(Without draft animals, we carry our 
products down to the town proper but it is 
heavy, and due to the long travel, our 
products usually get damaged and we have 
no choice but to sell it at a lower price. But 
now that SAAD has allotted these carabaos 
to us, we can avoid losses.)

Joy dela Cruz and Christian Bacarisas, 
Agricultural Technologist of the Municipal 
Agriculture Office, assisted with the 
awarding.

Both associations in Brgy. Naibuan and 
Brgy. Monteclaro received farm animals 
such as free-range chicken and improved 

native goats 
earlier this 
year as an 
alternative 
livelihood to 
the members, 
who are 
targeting to 
supply the 
community 
and local 
market when 
production 
stabilizes. ### 
(Dianne 
Francis Sy)
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Group Municipality/ 
City 

No. of 
Members 

Project Cost 
(Php) 

993 FA 
Alamada 

25 130,000.00 
Lower Teren Teren FA 50 130,000.00 
Green Valley FA 

Matalam 
25 130,000.00 

New Alimodian FA 25 130,000.00 
Galidan United Irrigators 
and Farmers Organization 

Tulunan 

25 130,000.00 

Sibsib Senior Citizen 
Association 

25 130,000.00 

Bacong BKADDS ARBC FA 30 130,000.00 
Upper Guitawan Farmers 
and Fisherfolk Association 

Arakan 

10 130,000.00 

Upper Sahi Sustainable 
Livelihood Project 
Association 

22 130,000.00 

Ilomavis FA Kidapawan City 35 130,000.00 
Total 267 1,300,000.00 

 

Table 67. Cotabato FAs who received the FY 2021 Layer Chicken Production
Buhid-Hanunuo farmers in ELCAC 

areas receive Php 1.5M farm implements

November 29, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, November 28, 
2021 – Four (4) indigenous people (IP) 
associations in two End Local Communist 
Armed Conflict (ELCAC) areas in San Jose 
received Php 1.5 million worth of farm 
implements from the Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program to boost 
their cassava and rice production in the 
community.

Samahang Buhid at Hanunuo ng Brgy. 
Naibuan (SBHBN) (50 members), and 
Samahang Magsasaka ng Sitio Ibanag 
(SMSI) (50 members), each received 15 
caraheifers for Cassava Production Project 
FY 2021.

The two associations, situated in Brgy. 
Naibuan, are focused on cassava 
production and previously received 
production packages in 2020 under the 
same project funded in FY 2020.

On the other hand, 113 farmers inclined to 
rice production in Brgy. Monteclaro 
received 9 caraheifers. Ilya, Taganop, 
Masay, Mantay, at Sangay Farmer’s 
Association (ITaMMaSa FA), with 28 
members received five caraheifers, while 
four were awarded to Samahan ng mga 
Magsasakang Katutubo ng Monteclaro 
(SMKM) with 85 members.

Both associations received rice production 
packages in 2020 under Upland Organic 
Rice Production Project, funded in FY 
2020.

“Umaasa lang kami sa manu-manong 
trabaho sa bukid kaya malaking alwan sa 
amin ang pagkakaroon ng kalabaw. 
Nagpapasalamat kami sa bigay ng SAAD 
sa amin. Iingatan namin ito (We rely on 
manual labor for our farm so having draft 

animals is a great relief for us. We are 
grateful to SAAD for what we have received 
and will take care of it),” said Angelito Ero, 
chairperson of SBHBN.

Ubos Balitang, the chairperson of 
ITaMMaSa FA, shared the same impact 
after receiving the draft animals. Their 
association is situated in a far-flung area in 
Brgy. Naibuan that requires them to walk for 
10 hours and cross three rivers that reach 
up to 6 feet high or more during rainy 
seasons. Since machinery is not advisable 
for their terrain, carabaos are the best 
mode of transport for goods such as 
bananas, rice, and avocados.

“Kapag walang kalabaw, binubuhat namin 
ang mga ani namin para ibenta sa baba 
kaso mabigat at madalas ay nasisira na 
ang mga ito pagdating sa bayan kasi 
malayo ang lakaran kaya mura na lang 
naming naibebenta. Minsan lugi pa. Pero 
ngayon, maiiwasan na na masira ang mga 
produkto namin kasi may kalabaw na 
nakalaan sa amin mula sa SAAD,” said 
Mr. Balitang.

(Without draft animals, we carry our 
products down to the town proper but it is 
heavy, and due to the long travel, our 
products usually get damaged and we have 
no choice but to sell it at a lower price. But 
now that SAAD has allotted these carabaos 
to us, we can avoid losses.)

Joy dela Cruz and Christian Bacarisas, 
Agricultural Technologist of the Municipal 
Agriculture Office, assisted with the 
awarding.

Both associations in Brgy. Naibuan and 
Brgy. Monteclaro received farm animals 
such as free-range chicken and improved 

continue to next page
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earlier this 
year as an 
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the members, 
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production 
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November 29, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, November 28, 
2021 – Four (4) indigenous people (IP) 
associations in two End Local Communist 
Armed Conflict (ELCAC) areas in San Jose 
received Php 1.5 million worth of farm 
implements from the Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program to boost 
their cassava and rice production in the 
community.

Samahang Buhid at Hanunuo ng Brgy. 
Naibuan (SBHBN) (50 members), and 
Samahang Magsasaka ng Sitio Ibanag 
(SMSI) (50 members), each received 15 
caraheifers for Cassava Production Project 
FY 2021.

The two associations, situated in Brgy. 
Naibuan, are focused on cassava 
production and previously received 
production packages in 2020 under the 
same project funded in FY 2020.

On the other hand, 113 farmers inclined to 
rice production in Brgy. Monteclaro 
received 9 caraheifers. Ilya, Taganop, 
Masay, Mantay, at Sangay Farmer’s 
Association (ITaMMaSa FA), with 28 
members received five caraheifers, while 
four were awarded to Samahan ng mga 
Magsasakang Katutubo ng Monteclaro 
(SMKM) with 85 members.

Both associations received rice production 
packages in 2020 under Upland Organic 
Rice Production Project, funded in FY 
2020.

“Umaasa lang kami sa manu-manong 
trabaho sa bukid kaya malaking alwan sa 
amin ang pagkakaroon ng kalabaw. 
Nagpapasalamat kami sa bigay ng SAAD 
sa amin. Iingatan namin ito (We rely on 
manual labor for our farm so having draft 

animals is a great relief for us. We are 
grateful to SAAD for what we have received 
and will take care of it),” said Angelito Ero, 
chairperson of SBHBN.

Ubos Balitang, the chairperson of 
ITaMMaSa FA, shared the same impact 
after receiving the draft animals. Their 
association is situated in a far-flung area in 
Brgy. Naibuan that requires them to walk for 
10 hours and cross three rivers that reach 
up to 6 feet high or more during rainy 
seasons. Since machinery is not advisable 
for their terrain, carabaos are the best 
mode of transport for goods such as 
bananas, rice, and avocados.

“Kapag walang kalabaw, binubuhat namin 
ang mga ani namin para ibenta sa baba 
kaso mabigat at madalas ay nasisira na 
ang mga ito pagdating sa bayan kasi 
malayo ang lakaran kaya mura na lang 
naming naibebenta. Minsan lugi pa. Pero 
ngayon, maiiwasan na na masira ang mga 
produkto namin kasi may kalabaw na 
nakalaan sa amin mula sa SAAD,” said 
Mr. Balitang.

(Without draft animals, we carry our 
products down to the town proper but it is 
heavy, and due to the long travel, our 
products usually get damaged and we have 
no choice but to sell it at a lower price. But 
now that SAAD has allotted these carabaos 
to us, we can avoid losses.)

Joy dela Cruz and Christian Bacarisas, 
Agricultural Technologist of the Municipal 
Agriculture Office, assisted with the 
awarding.

Both associations in Brgy. Naibuan and 
Brgy. Monteclaro received farm animals 
such as free-range chicken and improved 

native goats 
earlier this 
year as an 
alternative 
livelihood to 
the members, 
who are 
targeting to 
supply the 
community 
and local 
market when 
production 
stabilizes. ### 
(Dianne 
Francis Sy)

14 rural FAs from Sarangani receive carabaos

November 12, 2021

SARANGANI, November 8, 2021 – The 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program provided carabaos to 14 rural 
farmers’ associations to support their land 
preparation and hauling activities.

The carabaos are under the program’s 
FY 2021 Carabao Dispersal Project worth 
Php 448,000. They will be used to prepare 
an estimated 350 hectares (1 hectare each 
farmer) of far-flung and mixed crop 
production areas.

Each group received one carabao, in 
which the members will take turns in 

taking care of.

In total, 350 farmers from Malapatan, Glan, 
Alabel, Malungon, Maasim, Kiamba, and 
Maitum will benefit from the project.

“Dako kaayu among pasalamat nga naa na 
mi gamiton sa panguma,” (We are very 
thankful that we now have this carabao to 
help in our farm.) said Mercilta Landayao, 
Banlas Farmers Association president, 
during the turnover ceremony in Glan on 
October 15.

The activity was led by SAAD Sarangani 
Team Leader, Jeremy Marpuri and the 
SAAD provincial staff. ### (Aisa Tina and 
Jennifer Valcobero)

Farmers’ Association Members Municipality 

Kinam Tighusay Farmers Association 25 Malapatan 

Kinam Tribal Farmers Association 25 Malapatan 

Lumagnong Pakighiusa Alang sa Kalambuan 
Farmers Association 

25 Glan 

Lumigo-Cogon Farmers Association 25 Glan 

Nayong Kastabang Farmers Association 25 Alabel 

Kasbakas I Dad Libon I Banwe I Nop Association 25 Alabel 

Nagkahiusang Katawhan sa Barangay Panamin 25 Malungon 

Malabod Farmers Association 25 Malungon 

Salbuyan Farmers Association 25 Maasim 

Agri Farmers Association 25 Maasim 

Tulad Abaca Farmers Association 25 Kiamba 

Green Valley Keselomong Kem Tau Mo’ Balas 25 Kiamba 

Tboli Community Farmers Association 25 Maitum 

Yama Farmers Association 25 Maitum 
 

Table 68. 14 Rural FAs from Sarangani who received Carabaos
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The rolls of cyclone wire received by the 
associations will be used for the 
construction of fences for their production 
areas. The fences will secure their stocks 
against predators and other possible harm.

Meanwhile, the beneficiaries will provide 
sheds and other needs of the stocks’ 
housing.

“Goat is a poor man’s cow. You don’t need 
to provide costly inputs like feeds for it to 
live. You only need good management such 
as providing forages and a suitable 
environment for the goats,” Ms. Elveña 
said.

Capacitating the farmers

Beneficiaries underwent capacity building 
through training on goat housing, feeding, 
breeding, and management upon receipt of 
the inputs.

Aside from being a resource person during 
the conduct of training on October 15, 
Dr. Florencio Wanason from the Office for 
Provincial Veterinary Services inspected 
the animals ensuring the health and safety 
of stocks.

“I hope that you’ll apply the new learnings 
that you acquired from this training in 
attaining a successful goat production here 
in Rizal,” Dr. Wanason advised.

Benjamin Encartado, Office for Agricultural 
Services personnel, discussed the process 
of availing insurance for livestock to lessen 
the loss of farmers in case of unavoidable 
incidents. ### (Sheena Phine Dayagon)

November 10, 2021

KALINGA, November 8, 2021 – The 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program distributed Php 1.3 million worth 
of support to strengthen goat production in 
Rizal, Kalinga and reinforce farmers to 
build a community enterprise.

A total of 134 upgraded goats and 120 rolls 
of cyclone wire funded under FY 2021 were 
given to the Romualdez Farmers 
Association (RFA) and Calagango People’s 
Association Inc. (CAPI).

SAAD Focal Person Ayne Elveña lauded 
the approval of the goat production for RFA, 
in which 166 members received 45 does 
and five bucks for their multiplier farm 
project.

The stocks provided were 6 months old and 
ready for breeding. In four months, the 

number of goats is expected to double at 
most.

About 1 hectare (ha) pasture land was 
prepared by the group for the multiplier 
farm.

Meanwhile, each of the 70 members of 
CAPI received a doe while the remaining 
14 bucks were distributed to 7 sitios or 
sub-groups.

Household goat raising is the approach of 
the group wherein beneficiaries are allowed 
to sell their stock’s offspring for additional 
income and contribute to the association’s 
fund.

The said initiative is geared towards 
establishing an enterprise focused on goat 
production to be sold within the locality and 
nearby areas and to provide employment 
among the members (i.e. caretaking and 
farm service), a source of extra income.

November 29, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, November 28, 
2021 – Four (4) indigenous people (IP) 
associations in two End Local Communist 
Armed Conflict (ELCAC) areas in San Jose 
received Php 1.5 million worth of farm 
implements from the Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program to boost 
their cassava and rice production in the 
community.

Samahang Buhid at Hanunuo ng Brgy. 
Naibuan (SBHBN) (50 members), and 
Samahang Magsasaka ng Sitio Ibanag 
(SMSI) (50 members), each received 15 
caraheifers for Cassava Production Project 
FY 2021.

The two associations, situated in Brgy. 
Naibuan, are focused on cassava 
production and previously received 
production packages in 2020 under the 
same project funded in FY 2020.

On the other hand, 113 farmers inclined to 
rice production in Brgy. Monteclaro 
received 9 caraheifers. Ilya, Taganop, 
Masay, Mantay, at Sangay Farmer’s 
Association (ITaMMaSa FA), with 28 
members received five caraheifers, while 
four were awarded to Samahan ng mga 
Magsasakang Katutubo ng Monteclaro 
(SMKM) with 85 members.

Both associations received rice production 
packages in 2020 under Upland Organic 
Rice Production Project, funded in FY 
2020.

“Umaasa lang kami sa manu-manong 
trabaho sa bukid kaya malaking alwan sa 
amin ang pagkakaroon ng kalabaw. 
Nagpapasalamat kami sa bigay ng SAAD 
sa amin. Iingatan namin ito (We rely on 
manual labor for our farm so having draft 

animals is a great relief for us. We are 
grateful to SAAD for what we have received 
and will take care of it),” said Angelito Ero, 
chairperson of SBHBN.

Ubos Balitang, the chairperson of 
ITaMMaSa FA, shared the same impact 
after receiving the draft animals. Their 
association is situated in a far-flung area in 
Brgy. Naibuan that requires them to walk for 
10 hours and cross three rivers that reach 
up to 6 feet high or more during rainy 
seasons. Since machinery is not advisable 
for their terrain, carabaos are the best 
mode of transport for goods such as 
bananas, rice, and avocados.

“Kapag walang kalabaw, binubuhat namin 
ang mga ani namin para ibenta sa baba 
kaso mabigat at madalas ay nasisira na 
ang mga ito pagdating sa bayan kasi 
malayo ang lakaran kaya mura na lang 
naming naibebenta. Minsan lugi pa. Pero 
ngayon, maiiwasan na na masira ang mga 
produkto namin kasi may kalabaw na 
nakalaan sa amin mula sa SAAD,” said 
Mr. Balitang.

(Without draft animals, we carry our 
products down to the town proper but it is 
heavy, and due to the long travel, our 
products usually get damaged and we have 
no choice but to sell it at a lower price. But 
now that SAAD has allotted these carabaos 
to us, we can avoid losses.)

Joy dela Cruz and Christian Bacarisas, 
Agricultural Technologist of the Municipal 
Agriculture Office, assisted with the 
awarding.

Both associations in Brgy. Naibuan and 
Brgy. Monteclaro received farm animals 
such as free-range chicken and improved 

native goats 
earlier this 
year as an 
alternative 
livelihood to 
the members, 
who are 
targeting to 
supply the 
community 
and local 
market when 
production 
stabilizes. ### 
(Dianne 
Francis Sy)

Strengthening goat production in Rizal, Kalinga
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98 Catanduanes goat raisers receive 
Php 5.7M production inputs

November 10, 2021

CATANDUANES, November 8, 2021 – 
Five (5) farmers’ associations (FA) with 98 
members in Catanduanes received Php 5.7 
million worth of goat production inputs from 
the Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program, anticipating live 
weight and chevon as enterprise 
opportunity.

Livestock Production Project inputs funded 
in FY 2021 were distributed to Paniquihan 
Goat Farmers Association, San Miguel 
Goat Farmers Association, Biong Goat 
Association, San Pedro Goat Raisers 
Association, and Sioron Canlobe Goat 
Association.

Each group received 20 bucks and 80 
native does, which were all distributed on 
September 27. The farmers will raise the 
livestock in communal settings with a 
combined area of 5.64 hectares (ha).

Nilo Tresvalles from San Pedro, Gigmoto 
was a goat production beneficiary in 2018. 
Back then, the SAAD Program provided 
him a buck and four native does which 
produced five offspring. Due to health 
conditions, Nilo’s wife, Mercedes, joined 
the San Pedro Goat Raisers Association to 
continue their livelihood.

“Naugma ako kang nataw-an kami ning 
kanding kaitong 2018 ta dai man kami ning 
kukuahan. Nag-ugbon na itong mga 
kanding, pwede ko na man maipabakal. 
Ngunyan, igwa na kami ning asosasyon, 
nataw-an man kami ning 100 na kanding na 
samuyang papadakulon. Dakulang tabang 
ini samuya ta dai mi ini makukua ning libre 
maski sain. Kaya gapamabalos kami sa DA 
SAAD ta dakul na benepisyo ang nakukua 
mi,” shared Nilo.

(I was happy when I received the goats in 
2018 because I do not have any means to 
acquire even one. Some of them already 
produced offspring which I can sell. Right 
now, we established an association and we 
were provided with 100 heads of goats 
which we intend to raise and increase. This 
is a great help to us because we cannot 
find any program that will give the same 
provisions to us for free. We are very 
grateful to the DA-SAAD because we are 
reaping so many benefits.)

Collective strategy in project 
management

The minimum pasture area required for 100 
goats is 400-500 square meters (sqm) or 
0.04-0.05ha.

Each group cleared out a parcel of land to 
shepherd the goats for production and put 
up a temporary house measuring 
50-150sqm.

Dyrah Kate M. Tolledo, member of San 
Pedro Goat Raisers Association in 
Gigmoto, shared that they set a schedule 
and designate daily activities such as 
cleaning the grazing area to maintain a 
good environment for the animals, regular 
feeding for good proliferation, and 
monitoring to prevent sickness and 
mortalities.

To ensure that the goats stay in 
tip-top condition, the assigned area 
coordinators commit to regularly 
monitor the project with the 
assistance of designated livestock 
technicians from the respective local 
government units (LGUs).

Baras Municipal Agriculturist Noel 
O. Odoňo said the office will visit 
the newly distributed goats for 
assessment and monitoring. He also 

assured the 
beneficiaries that the Baras LGU will 
provide technical assistance in raising the 
said livestock, especially in administering 
animal drugs.

The concerted effort in ensuring the 
success of the project from the 
beneficiaries to the provincial arms of the 
DA is a response to the intensified 
campaign for the OneDA reform agenda. 
Localized mobilization of agricultural actors 
is part of the consolidation strategy.

Plans

The association is looking into the 
possibility of selling chevon (goat meat) as 

an enterprise.

On top of the provision of livestock, the 
farmers’ associations are set to receive a 
forage chopper, 40 laminated sacks, 
various forage crop seeds for small 
ruminants such as geukdong (maramais or  
pseudo corn), indigofera (Indigofera 
tinctoria commonly known as true indigo), 
forage tree or shrub with many shoots 
bearing pinnate bright green leaves, napier 
seeds, and animal biologics.

The provision of goats and other inputs are 
part of the Php 7.1 million budget allocation 
of the SAAD Program for goat dispersal and 
related inputs in Catanduanes. ### (Sarah 
Jane Taway and Angelica Blanco)

Name of FA Location No. of Goats 
Received 

No. of 
Members 

Area  
(ha) 

Paniquilhan Goat Farmers Association Paniquilhan, Baras 100 20 0.06 
San Miguel Goat Farmers Association San Miguel, Baras 100 20 0.04 
Biong Goat Association Biong, Gigmoto 100 22 2.04 
San Pedro Goat Raisers Association San Pedro, Gigmoto 100 21 2.00 
Sioron Canlobe Goat Association Sioron, Gigmoto 100 15 1.50 
Total 500 98 5.64 

 

Table 69. SAAD Beneficiaries’ Goat Production Area
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11 Cotabato FAs receive 150 
Anglo-Nubian goats from DA-SAAD

November 9, 2021

COTABATO, November 9, 2021 – Eleven 
farmers’ associations (FAs) with 242 
members from Cotabato received 150 
Anglo-Nubian goats worth Php 1.3 million 
to produce meat, milk, and other goat 
products.

The goats were provided by the Department 
of Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program under 
the FY 2021 Integrated Rice Production 
with Livestock and Vegetable Production 
Project.

The distribution was led by SAAD Region 
12 Focal Person Maimona Amil and Deputy 
Focal Elma Delante, together with the 
regional and provincial SAAD staff, in 
Kidapawan, Magpet, Arakan, Midsayap, 
Pigkawayan, and Antipas on October 29 
and November 4.

Aside from the possibility of marketing and 
earning from the meat, milk, and other goat 
products, the goats will also help in the 
removal of weeds in the farm which will 
lessen the farmers’ usage of harmful 
herbicides.

“Kami po sa SAAD ay ginagawa po namin 
ang lahat ng aming makakaya para 
makatulong sa inyo (farmers) at upang 
mapa-improve pa po namin ang level ng 
inyong pamumuhay, kaya sana po ay 
inyong alagaan at palaguin pa ang aming 
mga nai-aabot na mga tulong sa inyo. 
Magtulungan po sana tayo para sa 
ikauunlad ng ating rehiyon,” Maimona B. 
Amil said during the distribution.

[In SAAD 12, we always do and give our 
best just to assure that beneficiaries will 
receive the assistance they need, in our 
efforts to help them alleviate their living 
condition. And we ask for your 
(beneficiaries/farmers) cooperation to 

please take good care of the interventions 
that we handed out to you. So that you can 
upgrade your production, not only for your 
family but for the entire region.]

One of the beneficiaries in Magpet also 
expressed his gladness from the assistance 
provided by SAAD.

“Daghang salamat sa DA 12, ilabi na sa 
SAAD Program, kay dako kaayu ni nga 
tabang sa amuang panginabuhi,” shared 
Alexander Bradiya, one of the members of 
Basak FA.

(We are very thankful for the DA-SAAD 12 
for sharing with us their project, for this will 
give us a big impact in our farming 
endeavor.) ### (Aisa Tina)

Farmers’ Association Barangay/ 
Municipality 

Intervention 
Received 

Project Cost 
(Php) 

Gasan-Esmar Irrigators Association  
(15 members) 

San Roque, 
Kidapawan City 

15 does 142,500.00 

Bagumbayan FA  
(25 members) 

Bagumbayan, 
Magpet, Cotabato 13 does, 1 buck 137,000.00 

Basak Livelihood for Peace FA  
(25 members ) 

Basak, Magpet, 
Cotabato 

12 does, 1 buck 127,500.00 

Kulaman Womens’ FA  
(27 members) 

Kulaman, Arakan, 
Cotabato 

25 does, 2 bucks 264,500.00 

Lampake FA  
(50 members) 

Pigkawayan, 
Cotabato 25 does, 2 bucks 264,500.00 

Municipal Midsayap FA  
(50 members) 

Midsayap, Cotabato 25 does, 2 bucks 264,500.00 

Brgy. Maliri FA  
(10 members) 

Antipas, Cotabato 

5 does 47,500.00 

Brgy. Magsaysay FA  
(10 members) 5 does, 1 buck 61,000.00 

Brgy. Malatap FA  
(10 members) 

5 does 47,500.00 

Brgy. Camutan FA  
(10 member) 

5 does 47,500.00 

Brgy. Kiyaab FA  
(10 members) 

5 does, 1buck 61,000.00 

Total  1,309,000.00 
 

Table 70. Cotabato FAs Project Interventions Received
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175 Siquijor farmers receive livestock, 
poultry worth Php 10.7M

November 8, 2021

SIQUIJOR, November 9, 2021 – A total of 
175 farmers from Siquijor received 
Php 10.7 million worth of interventions for 
livestock (cattle and goat) and poultry 
(chicken) production from the Department 
of Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program to 
secure food and provide additional sources 
of income through enterprises.

With the initiative of the program, farmers 
were given livelihood projects to attain food 
security and uplift them out of poverty.

The DA-SAAD Program through Siquijor 
local government unit (LGU) distributed the 
inputs under the FY 2019 Livestock 
Production Project and FY 2020 Chicken 
Egg Production Project from October 21 to 
27. The funds were transferred to Siquijor 
LGU through the Provincial Veterinary 
Office on May 17.

Sixty cattle, 120 goats, 50 modules of 
ready-to-lay chicken, and drugs and 
biologics were delivered to the 
beneficiaries.

Most of the farmers involved in livestock 

production have meager incomes. Because 
of the increasing price of biologics and 
veterinary drugs, a number of their existing 
livestock have died from diseases.

The Livestock Production has a total project 
cost of Php 6.076 million, which is 
composed of upgraded cattle and goat 
production. The cattle were distributed to 
60 farmers from Larena (16), Siquijor (17), 
San Juan (17), and Lazi (10). The goats 
were delivered to 25 farmers from Enrique 
Villanueva (10), Maria (10), and Lazi (5).  
Each farmer received one packet of goats, 
which is composed of one buck and four 
does.

Another 40 cattle and 180 goats will be 
delivered to 116 farmers in Lazi, Maria, 
Enrique Villanueva, San Juan, Siquijor, and 
Larena this November 2021.

Meanwhile, the Chicken Egg Production 
Project amounted to Php 4.6 million were 
allotted to 100 farmers from 6 municipalities 
– Enrique Villanueva (10), Larena (12), Lazi 
(22), Maria (18), San Juan (16), and 
Siquijor (22). A pair of farmers received one 
module, which is composed of 48 chicken. 
### (Jolina Daño)

60 Bohol farmers receive Php 2.1M 
worth of carabaos as draft animals

October 27, 2021

BOHOL, October 27, 2020 – A total of 60 
farmers in President Carlos P. Garcia, 
Bohol received Php 2.1 million worth of 
carabaos to be used as draft animals under 
the Department of Agriculture (DA) – 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(SAAD) Program.

The animals given were part of the FY 2021 
Integrated Carabao-based Production 
Project of the program in Region 7.

Sixty caraheifers were distributed to 10 
beneficiaries each from barangays 
Campamanug and Kabangakalan on 
September 25; San Jose and Canmangao 
on October 13; and Bogo and Baud on 
October 27. The draft animals is intended 
to plow 56 hectares (ha) aiming to reduce 
farm operation cost, since farmers used to 
hire draft animals in land preparation.

In addition to farm operations productivity, 
the project can also provide the 
municipality with an alternative food source 
by raising and multiplying carabaos for its 
cara-beef.

President Carlos P. Garcia Mayor Fernando 
B. Estavilla expressed his deepest gratitude 
to Agriculture Secretary William D. Dar and 
the whole people behind the program 
during the turnover ceremony at the 
Barangay Poblacion Covered Court on 
October 13, 2021.

“I will assure that the local government unit 
(LGU), through the Municipal Agriculture 
office, will help in the monitoring of the 
project as well as the health of the stock to 
ensure that there is sustainability,” he said.

SAAD Regional Focal Person Aurea “Jake” 
Madrio congratulated the farmers who took 
part in the implementation and yielded 
positive outcomes since the start of the 
program.

“I am happy to see that most of you here 
have an increase in production, have 
provided food to their table, were able to 
harness their entrepreneurial skills, and 
support their children’s school expenses. I 
wish for the success that this intervention 
can help you in farming and for you to 
achieve the masaganang ani at mataas na 
kita,” she said.

Barangay San Jose recipient Felimon 
Trajano said, “Nag pasalamat ko ug dako 
sa SAAD nga programa nga anaa sa 
among lungsod. Daghan namig nadawat 
nga mga hinabang sama sa binhi, abuno, 
ug kining kabaw nga gihatag karon. Ako 
ning pagga ampingan ang mga gihatag sa 
programa ug unta makab-ot nako ang 
masaganang ani ug taas ng akita pinaagi 
ining programa.”

(I want to express my utmost gratitude to 
the SAAD Program which has been 
operating in our municipality. We have 
received a lot of assistance such as seeds, 
fertilizers, farm inputs, and today, the 

carabao. I will take good care of these 
interventions and will participate in the 
project implementation to have a 
prosperous harvest and increase income.)

The activity was also attended by Municipal 
Agriculturist Felisa B. Boyles, SAAD 
Provincial Focal Person Ian H. Egam, and 
SAAD Area Coordinator Grace Cutanda.

A training in marketing and enterprise 
development will be conducted before the 
end of the program to help the farmers gain 
knowledge and skills in establishing the 
community enterprises. ### (Jolina  Daño)
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October 27, 2021

BOHOL, October 27, 2020 – A total of 60 
farmers in President Carlos P. Garcia, 
Bohol received Php 2.1 million worth of 
carabaos to be used as draft animals under 
the Department of Agriculture (DA) – 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(SAAD) Program.

The animals given were part of the FY 2021 
Integrated Carabao-based Production 
Project of the program in Region 7.

Sixty caraheifers were distributed to 10 
beneficiaries each from barangays 
Campamanug and Kabangakalan on 
September 25; San Jose and Canmangao 
on October 13; and Bogo and Baud on 
October 27. The draft animals is intended 
to plow 56 hectares (ha) aiming to reduce 
farm operation cost, since farmers used to 
hire draft animals in land preparation.

In addition to farm operations productivity, 
the project can also provide the 
municipality with an alternative food source 
by raising and multiplying carabaos for its 
cara-beef.

President Carlos P. Garcia Mayor Fernando 
B. Estavilla expressed his deepest gratitude 
to Agriculture Secretary William D. Dar and 
the whole people behind the program 
during the turnover ceremony at the 
Barangay Poblacion Covered Court on 
October 13, 2021.

“I will assure that the local government unit 
(LGU), through the Municipal Agriculture 
office, will help in the monitoring of the 
project as well as the health of the stock to 
ensure that there is sustainability,” he said.

SAAD Regional Focal Person Aurea “Jake” 
Madrio congratulated the farmers who took 
part in the implementation and yielded 
positive outcomes since the start of the 
program.

“I am happy to see that most of you here 
have an increase in production, have 
provided food to their table, were able to 
harness their entrepreneurial skills, and 
support their children’s school expenses. I 
wish for the success that this intervention 
can help you in farming and for you to 
achieve the masaganang ani at mataas na 
kita,” she said.

Barangay San Jose recipient Felimon 
Trajano said, “Nag pasalamat ko ug dako 
sa SAAD nga programa nga anaa sa 
among lungsod. Daghan namig nadawat 
nga mga hinabang sama sa binhi, abuno, 
ug kining kabaw nga gihatag karon. Ako 
ning pagga ampingan ang mga gihatag sa 
programa ug unta makab-ot nako ang 
masaganang ani ug taas ng akita pinaagi 
ining programa.”

(I want to express my utmost gratitude to 
the SAAD Program which has been 
operating in our municipality. We have 
received a lot of assistance such as seeds, 
fertilizers, farm inputs, and today, the 

carabao. I will take good care of these 
interventions and will participate in the 
project implementation to have a 
prosperous harvest and increase income.)

The activity was also attended by Municipal 
Agriculturist Felisa B. Boyles, SAAD 
Provincial Focal Person Ian H. Egam, and 
SAAD Area Coordinator Grace Cutanda.

A training in marketing and enterprise 
development will be conducted before the 
end of the program to help the farmers gain 
knowledge and skills in establishing the 
community enterprises. ### (Jolina  Daño)

income, where seeds and other farm inputs 
were provided for our farm. I am also 
grateful to the government for coming up 
with this project (SAAD), who helped us 
improve and provided us with healthy and 
nutritious food for our youth.)

The activity was organized by SAAD Bohol 
staff in partnership with Buenavista LGU 
represented by Mayor Dave Duallo, 
Municipal Agriculturist Lino Divinagracia, 
Agriculture Provincial Coordinator (APCO) 
Bohol Roman Dabalos, Sangguniang 
Bayan (SB) Committee on Agriculture 
Samuel Aparece, and SB Peace and Order 
Rey Celocia.

SAAD Bohol targets to deliver the 
remaining inputs such as drugs and 
biologics (dewormer and vitamins for 
carabao) and bananas in the last week of 
October while 50 carabaos, vermicast, 
calamansi plantlets, 
corn seeds, and 
peanut seeds in 
November. ### 
(Jolina  Daño)

October 18, 2021

BOHOL, October 13, 2021 – A total of 390 
farmers from Buenavista, Bohol received 
Php 14,348,300 worth of farm inputs from 
the Department of Agriculture (DA) – 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(SAAD) Program to start their agricultural 
livelihood.

The Program provided projects on livestock 
(carabao), poultry (native chicken), and 
crop (vegetable, banana, sweet potato, 
corn, and peanut) production under the 
FY 2019 and 2020 funds (Table 71 on 
page 115).

The interventions were turned over in a 
ceremony in Buenavista, Bohol on 
September 30. One hundred eighty 
carabaos and 720 native chickens were 
distributed under the Integrated 
Carabao-based Production and Native 
Chicken Production Projects. The crop 
inputs will cover 2.5 hectares (ha) for the 
vegetables, 35ha for corn-peanut 
intercropping, and 6ha for the sweet potato 
and banana.

The projects will ensure food security and 
help improve productivity by reducing farm 
operation costs of 120 individual farmers 
and 6 associations with 270 members who 
belong to the marginalized sector in 
agriculture.

The associations are Cantores SAAD 
Farmers Association (FA), Hugpong sa mga 
Mag-uuma sa Brgy. Lusong, Nagkahiusang 
Pundok sa Mag uuma sa Nueva Granada, 
Nueva Montana SAAD FA, Lubang Small 
Scale FA, and Catigbian SAAD FA. Each 
group has 45 members.

Meanwhile, 40 farmers each are SAAD 
beneficiaries from barangays Cawag, 
Baluarte, and Puting Bato. They are in the 
process of forming their own associations.

Buenavista Mayor Dave Duallo expressed 
his gratitude to Secretary William Dar and 
to the SAAD project implementers.

He said, “I will assure that the local 
government unit (LGU) through the 
Municipal Agriculture office will help in the 
monitoring of the project as well as the 
health of the stock to ensure that there is 

390 Bohol farmers from 9 FAs receive farm inputs worth Php 14M

sustainability.”

The beneficiaries were also grateful for 
the DA-SAAD’s timely distribution of 
agricultural inputs.

“Mapasalamaton ko sa gihatag sa SAAD 
kanako ug sa akong pamilya nga 
makatabang gid kaayo labi na sa kawad on 
karon nga pandemic, ” said SAAD 
beneficiary from Cantores Meliton 
Melencion.

(I am thankful to SAAD for giving me, and 
my family interventions and other farm 
inputs that will help us in this time of 
pandemic.)

“Dako ko ug pasalamat sa SAAD diin 
nakahatag namo ug income, ug diin 
naghatag namo ug seeds, ug uban pang 
panginahanglan sa pag panguma. Dako 
nakong pagpasalamat sa gobyerno, labi na 
ning programa sa SAAD nga 
nakapanghatag namo ug improvement nga 
makakaon ang mga kabataan nato sa mga 
utanon,” he added.

(I am very grateful to SAAD for giving us 
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Project Title and Inputs No. of Recipients Allocated Budget (Php) 
FY 2019 Integrated Carabao Based Production Project 
(LGU Buenavista Fund Transfer) 
60 caraheifers, feed stuff (1 bag of rice bran, 2 bags of pollard, and 2 containers of molasses) 60 2,112,000.00 
FY 2019 Vegetable Production Project 
540 bags of vermicast, assorted vegetable seeds, 180 bottles of pesticides, 180 pieces of plastic drum, 180 pieces of 
sprinklers, 180 bags of complete fertilizer 

120 1,452,600.00 

FY 2020 Integrated Carabao Based Production Project 
60 units of plow, feed stuff (1 bag of rice bran, 2 bags of pollard, and 2 container of molasses) 60 530,400.00 
FY 2020 Vegetable Production Project 
complete fertilizers, vermicast, assorted vegetable seeds, pesticides, plastic drum, sprinkler, pesticide applicator, plastic 
crates, pruning shears, garden hose 

150 2,478,556.00 

FY 2020 Native Chicken Production 
native chicken, plastic drums, range nets, water drinkers, laminated sacks, dewormer, microbial inocula, molasses, copra 
meal, corn grits 

60 848,000.00 

FY 2021 Integrated Carabao Based Production Project 
60 caraheifers, calamansi planting materials, 10 bottles of Albendazole, 12 bottles of vitamins (A, D, E) 60 2,218,620.00 
Total Interventions Delivered 468,620.00 
Total Interventions to be Delivered 1,750,000.00 
FY 2021 Vegetable Production Project 
calamansi planting materials, complete fertilizers, vermicast, assorted vegetable seeds, pesticides, plastic drum, plastic 
mulch 210 1,671,494.00 

Total Interventions Delivered 1,025,627.00 
Total Interventions to be Delivered 645,867.00 
FY 2021 Corn Peanut Production (Individual farmers) 
corn seeds, inorganic fertilizers, weighing scale, empty sack, vermicast, pesticides, corn sheller, peanut seeds 60 2,031,530.00 
Total Interventions Delivered 560,100.00 
Total Interventions to be Delivered 1,471,430.00 
FY 2021 Sweet-Potato and Banana Production (Individual farmers) 
banana Lakatan variety plantlets, banana Cardava variety plantlets, sweet potato cuttings complete fertilizers, vermicast, 
shredder 

60 1,247,200.00 

Total Interventions Delivered 397,200.00 
Total Interventions to be Delivered 850,000.00 

Table 71. FY 2019-2021 SAAD Farm Interventions turned over in Buenavista, Bohol

October 7, 2021

COTABATO, October 4, 2021 – Five 
farmer associations (FA) in Cotabato 
received 600 layer chickens and three 
cattle from the Department of 
Agriculture-Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program on 
October 1.

The Php 525,000 worth of projects which 
were distributed during the 10th Barangay 
Extension Service Operations (BESO) 
Outreach Program in Bacong are under the 
Layer Chicken Production and Cattle 
Dispersal Project funded in FY 2020 
(Table 72).

Sibsib Senior Citizen with 25 members 
started raising chickens for egg production 
in March 2021. They initially received 232 
chickens from SAAD and started earning 
Php 11,000-13,000 from selling eggs after a 
month.

During SAAD National Director Myer Mula’s 

visit on August 3, he committed to provide 
more layer chickens as he had seen the 
group’s dedication in taking care of the said 
project. On October 1, the group was 
provided another 200 chickens as a reward 
for their good project management 
performance.

Galidan and Blaan Klayag FAs also 
received 200 chickens each and 
immediately started their poultry farming.

On the other hand, three groups were given 
cattle in support of their corn and upland 
rice production. The animals will help them 
during land preparation and hauling of 
harvests.

The turnover ceremony, led by the DA 
Regional Executive Director Arlan M. 
Mangelen, was done together with the 
Koronadal City Eagles Club (KCEC) and 
Local Government Unit of Tulunan.

Dir. Mangelen said, “Ibigay ang dapat na 
pagkain sa ating mga kababayan, sa ating 
mga farmers, sa ating mga konsyumers. 
Yan po ang commitment ng Department of 
Agriculture.”

(The commitment of the Department of 
Agriculture is to provide enough food for 
our farmers, for the consumers, for the 
community.)

He also highlighted the importance of the 
agricultural assistance to the farmers and 
fishers especially during the pandemic.

“Sa panahon ng pandemiya, ang tanging 
magbigay ng solusyon sa mga 
pangunahing suliranin natin, tulad ng 
pagkain, ay ang agrikultura, kaya naman sa 
pamamagitan ng tulong ng agricultural 
sector ay ating malalabanan ang kahirapan 
na dulot ng COVID-19 pandemic.”

(During the pandemic, the agriculture 
sector is the only solution to the main 
problem of food scarcity. We can fight 
against hunger and poverty brought by the 
COVID-19 with the agriculture programs.) 
### (Aisa Tina)
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4 FAs in Davao de Oro receive 
duck project for balut enterprise

October 16, 2021

DAVAO DE ORO, October 14, 2021 – Four 
farmers’ associations (FA) in Laak, Davao 
de Oro received 540 mallard ducks worth 
Php 646,427.72 from the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
to potentially start balut production.

Of the 540 birds, 432 were female while the 
rest were drakes. Each duck weighed at 
least 800 grams, aged 3-4 months old, and 
checked for avian influenza.

Alongside poultry, the Aguinaldo Farmers 
Association, Kiokmay Farmers Association, 
Concepcion Alternative Learners Livelihood 
Organization, and Kidawa-Sta. Emelia 
Farmers Irrigators Association, Inc. were 
also provided with feeds and biologics such 
as multivitamins, dewormer, and 
antibiotics.

The interventions provided are part of the 
DA-SAAD’s mallard production project 
which will benefit 43 FAs across all 11 
municipalities of Davao de Oro. It was 
aimed to complement one of SAAD Region 
11’s three main projects in 2021 — banana 
(lakatan) production project.

For the entirety of the project, the program 
allocated a little more than Php 6.9 million.

“Dako kaayo amoang pasalamat sa mga 
gipanghatag sa SAAD sa amoa. Ikaduha na 
ni. Wa jud mapakyas,” Fernando Mamolo 
Sr., chairperson of Aguinaldo Farmers 
Association said.

(Big thanks to the interventions given by 
SAAD to us. This is the second time 
around. You do not fail at all.)

The FA was also a SAAD beneficiary of the 
upgraded goat production project in 2020. It 

received 40 upgraded goats and an animal 
house.

The association decided to build the 
mallard ducks’ pen a few meters away from 
where the goat house stood.

Dominador Clarion of Concepcion 
Alternative Learners Livelihood 
Organization echoed Mr. Mamolo’s 
statement.

“Salamat kaayo sa tanang programa sa 
SAAD. Kami sa tibuok organisasyon kamao 
nga dako kaayo ni nga tabang.”

(Thank you to all the programs by SAAD. 
We, the whole of the organization, know 
that this is a big help.)

SAAD Provincial Coordinator Jake Darren 
Colina reiterated the program’s mandate to 
the four FAs. He said, “Maghinaot mi nga 
dili ni ninyo pakyason ang programa, kay 
ang tumong ani, muubos ang kawad-on ug 
mudugang sa atoang panginabuhian.”

(We hope that the project won’t be a failure, 
because the aim of this is to reduce poverty 
and add supplementary income.)

In the next four weeks, more than 30 FAs 
are set to receive the same interventions.

Since Laak is an ELCAC (End Local 
Communist Armed Conflict) area and 
Geographically Isolated and Disadvantaged 
Areas (GIDA), the 60th Infantry Battalion 
Charlie Company led by Staff Sergeant 
Arthur Villones facilitated the distribution. 
### (James Brian Flaga)

Cotabato FAs benefit from DA-SAAD’s 
layer chicken and cattle projects

October 7, 2021

COTABATO, October 4, 2021 – Five 
farmer associations (FA) in Cotabato 
received 600 layer chickens and three 
cattle from the Department of 
Agriculture-Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program on 
October 1.

The Php 525,000 worth of projects which 
were distributed during the 10th Barangay 
Extension Service Operations (BESO) 
Outreach Program in Bacong are under the 
Layer Chicken Production and Cattle 
Dispersal Project funded in FY 2020 
(Table 72).

Sibsib Senior Citizen with 25 members 
started raising chickens for egg production 
in March 2021. They initially received 232 
chickens from SAAD and started earning 
Php 11,000-13,000 from selling eggs after a 
month.

During SAAD National Director Myer Mula’s 

visit on August 3, he committed to provide 
more layer chickens as he had seen the 
group’s dedication in taking care of the said 
project. On October 1, the group was 
provided another 200 chickens as a reward 
for their good project management 
performance.

Galidan and Blaan Klayag FAs also 
received 200 chickens each and 
immediately started their poultry farming.

On the other hand, three groups were given 
cattle in support of their corn and upland 
rice production. The animals will help them 
during land preparation and hauling of 
harvests.

The turnover ceremony, led by the DA 
Regional Executive Director Arlan M. 
Mangelen, was done together with the 
Koronadal City Eagles Club (KCEC) and 
Local Government Unit of Tulunan.

continue to next page

Dir. Mangelen said, “Ibigay ang dapat na 
pagkain sa ating mga kababayan, sa ating 
mga farmers, sa ating mga konsyumers. 
Yan po ang commitment ng Department of 
Agriculture.”

(The commitment of the Department of 
Agriculture is to provide enough food for 
our farmers, for the consumers, for the 
community.)

He also highlighted the importance of the 
agricultural assistance to the farmers and 
fishers especially during the pandemic.

“Sa panahon ng pandemiya, ang tanging 
magbigay ng solusyon sa mga 
pangunahing suliranin natin, tulad ng 
pagkain, ay ang agrikultura, kaya naman sa 
pamamagitan ng tulong ng agricultural 
sector ay ating malalabanan ang kahirapan 
na dulot ng COVID-19 pandemic.”

(During the pandemic, the agriculture 
sector is the only solution to the main 
problem of food scarcity. We can fight 
against hunger and poverty brought by the 
COVID-19 with the agriculture programs.) 
### (Aisa Tina)
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October 7, 2021

COTABATO, October 4, 2021 – Five 
farmer associations (FA) in Cotabato 
received 600 layer chickens and three 
cattle from the Department of 
Agriculture-Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program on 
October 1.

The Php 525,000 worth of projects which 
were distributed during the 10th Barangay 
Extension Service Operations (BESO) 
Outreach Program in Bacong are under the 
Layer Chicken Production and Cattle 
Dispersal Project funded in FY 2020 
(Table 72).

Sibsib Senior Citizen with 25 members 
started raising chickens for egg production 
in March 2021. They initially received 232 
chickens from SAAD and started earning 
Php 11,000-13,000 from selling eggs after a 
month.

During SAAD National Director Myer Mula’s 

visit on August 3, he committed to provide 
more layer chickens as he had seen the 
group’s dedication in taking care of the said 
project. On October 1, the group was 
provided another 200 chickens as a reward 
for their good project management 
performance.

Galidan and Blaan Klayag FAs also 
received 200 chickens each and 
immediately started their poultry farming.

On the other hand, three groups were given 
cattle in support of their corn and upland 
rice production. The animals will help them 
during land preparation and hauling of 
harvests.

The turnover ceremony, led by the DA 
Regional Executive Director Arlan M. 
Mangelen, was done together with the 
Koronadal City Eagles Club (KCEC) and 
Local Government Unit of Tulunan.

Dir. Mangelen said, “Ibigay ang dapat na 
pagkain sa ating mga kababayan, sa ating 
mga farmers, sa ating mga konsyumers. 
Yan po ang commitment ng Department of 
Agriculture.”

(The commitment of the Department of 
Agriculture is to provide enough food for 
our farmers, for the consumers, for the 
community.)

He also highlighted the importance of the 
agricultural assistance to the farmers and 
fishers especially during the pandemic.

“Sa panahon ng pandemiya, ang tanging 
magbigay ng solusyon sa mga 
pangunahing suliranin natin, tulad ng 
pagkain, ay ang agrikultura, kaya naman sa 
pamamagitan ng tulong ng agricultural 
sector ay ating malalabanan ang kahirapan 
na dulot ng COVID-19 pandemic.”

(During the pandemic, the agriculture 
sector is the only solution to the main 
problem of food scarcity. We can fight 
against hunger and poverty brought by the 
COVID-19 with the agriculture programs.) 
### (Aisa Tina)

Farmers’ Association Interventions 
Received 

Project Title Project Cost 
(Php) 

Sibsib Senior Citizen 200 chickens Layer Chicken Production 140,000.00 

Galidan 200 chickens Layer Chicken Production 140,000.00 

Blaan Klayag 
200 chickens, 

1 cattle 
Layer Chicken Production 
Cattle Dispersal 

140,000.00 
35,000.00 

Bacong Kanyeh 1 cattle Cattle Dispersal 35,000.00 

Laybugal 1 cattle Cattle Dispersal 35,000.00 

Total  525,000.00 
 

Table 72. Interventions Provided to 5 Cotabato Farmer Groups

DA7 RED leads turnover of upland 
rice production project in NegOr

October 1, 2021

NEGROS ORIENTAL, October 1, 2021 – 
The Department of Agriculture – Central 
Visayas (DA Region 7) Regional Executive 
Director Attorney Salvador D. Diputado 
headed the turnover of Php 498,600 worth 
FY 2021 Upland Rice-Based Farming 
Project intervention to a Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
farmers’ association in Zamboanguita, 
Negros Oriental.

A rice huller was provided to the 
Zamboanguita Farmer’s Irrigator’s 
Association (ZAFIA) on September 21 in 
Katubahan, Barangay Mayabon, 
Zamboanguita. Sixty farmer members will 
benefit from the equipment which will be 
used for the production of white and brown 
rice (56.6 hectares cumulative area).

RED Diputado advised the farmers in 
proper handling and taking care of the 
machine. He said, “Akong ikatambag ninyo 
ba, kanang mga equipment nga inyong 
nadawat kung gamiton gani ninyo pangayui 
ug administratibo para ug naay madaot 
mapaayu kay usahay subo pamalandongon 
nga ang mga equipment na gihatag sa 
gobyerno naguba walay nakapaayu, ngano 
man? Wala man ikapaayu.”

(I suggest that you agree to have a little 
administrative fee for the machine to be 
used as maintenance fee. Sometimes the 

equipment gets junked because the 
association did not save enough money for 
fixing it.)

Beneficiary Parolito C. Sayre shared his 
gratitude to SAAD, “Akong dako kaayung 
pagpasalamat niining higayona nga niabot 
na gyud nga among gipangayu, kaning rice 
huller kay ako man gud nakita kay 
kasagaran man gud sa uban natong 
kaigsuonan ilabi natong mga tigulang na, 
medyo naa napod anang dapita 
nagkinahanglan na sila ug nindot nga 
pagkaon pareho anang brown rice.”

(I am very thankful that this moment has 
come. The rice huller will be a great help to 
us. Our farmers are aging, and this 
equipment can help us produce brown rice, 
which will be essential to their health.)

The event was organized in collaboration 
with the Agricultural Program Coordinating 
Office (APCO) and the local government 
unit (LGU)

Zamboanguita local chief executive 
Glenson E. Alanano, Negros Oriental APCO 
Ms. Sarah J. Perocho, DA Provincial 
Agriculture Technology Coordinating Office 
(PATCO) Banner Action Officers and staff, 
and SAAD officers and staff led by 
Provincial Coordinator Mr. Johnpaulie O. 
Sunico were present during the distribution. 
### (Jolina Daño and Natalianne Marie 
Delos Reyes)
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October 7, 2021

COTABATO, October 4, 2021 – Five 
farmer associations (FA) in Cotabato 
received 600 layer chickens and three 
cattle from the Department of 
Agriculture-Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program on 
October 1.

The Php 525,000 worth of projects which 
were distributed during the 10th Barangay 
Extension Service Operations (BESO) 
Outreach Program in Bacong are under the 
Layer Chicken Production and Cattle 
Dispersal Project funded in FY 2020 
(Table 72).

Sibsib Senior Citizen with 25 members 
started raising chickens for egg production 
in March 2021. They initially received 232 
chickens from SAAD and started earning 
Php 11,000-13,000 from selling eggs after a 
month.

During SAAD National Director Myer Mula’s 

visit on August 3, he committed to provide 
more layer chickens as he had seen the 
group’s dedication in taking care of the said 
project. On October 1, the group was 
provided another 200 chickens as a reward 
for their good project management 
performance.

Galidan and Blaan Klayag FAs also 
received 200 chickens each and 
immediately started their poultry farming.

On the other hand, three groups were given 
cattle in support of their corn and upland 
rice production. The animals will help them 
during land preparation and hauling of 
harvests.

The turnover ceremony, led by the DA 
Regional Executive Director Arlan M. 
Mangelen, was done together with the 
Koronadal City Eagles Club (KCEC) and 
Local Government Unit of Tulunan.

Dir. Mangelen said, “Ibigay ang dapat na 
pagkain sa ating mga kababayan, sa ating 
mga farmers, sa ating mga konsyumers. 
Yan po ang commitment ng Department of 
Agriculture.”

(The commitment of the Department of 
Agriculture is to provide enough food for 
our farmers, for the consumers, for the 
community.)

He also highlighted the importance of the 
agricultural assistance to the farmers and 
fishers especially during the pandemic.

“Sa panahon ng pandemiya, ang tanging 
magbigay ng solusyon sa mga 
pangunahing suliranin natin, tulad ng 
pagkain, ay ang agrikultura, kaya naman sa 
pamamagitan ng tulong ng agricultural 
sector ay ating malalabanan ang kahirapan 
na dulot ng COVID-19 pandemic.”

(During the pandemic, the agriculture 
sector is the only solution to the main 
problem of food scarcity. We can fight 
against hunger and poverty brought by the 
COVID-19 with the agriculture programs.) 
### (Aisa Tina)

4 FAs receive DA-SAAD’s Php 5.1M 
livestock support towards enterprise

October 1, 2021

APAYAO, September 30, 2021 – Four 
farmers’ associations (FAs) from Apayao 
received 124 goats from the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program.

Thirty-four (34) members from the Calaoan 
Farmers Association; 30 members from the 
Baren Farmers Association; 20 members 
from the Midstream Livelihood Farmers 
Association; and 29 members from the 
Swan, Lydia, Dona Loreta (SLD) Farmers 
Association received the inputs comprising 
of 110 does and 14 bucks on September 
25.

The intervention, under DA-SAAD’s 
FY 2021 Goat Production Project, costs 
Php 5,113,000. Each farmer received at 
least two does, while the bucks were 
distributed with Luna receiving 4 heads, 
Pudtol with 4, and Conner with 6.

FA members come from the municipalities 
of Conner, Luna, and Pudtol. The awarding 
of inputs was mounted by the SAAD 
Apayao in partnership with the local 
government units (LGUs).

SAAD Apayao’s Backyard 
Goat Production

Apayao Agricultural Center Chief Daisy 
Aman explained goats have been an 

important source of livelihood for many 
families in the province.

With the development of livestock in 
production and meat processing, Ms. Aman 
shared raising goats require low-cost 
production and yields a high-income return.

“Backyard goat production ket talaga nga 
sikat idtuy Apayao ta idi contribution na ket 
dakel nu panggep iti kinabi-biyag iti small 
farmers idtuy bar-bario mi. Makaited iti 
tulong panggep iti pagalan iti income isu 
metten nga iti provincial government ket 
mangteted iti suporta tapno agituy babassit 
nga farmers tayu keta da iti pagalan da iti 
pagbiyag da,” Ms. Aman said.

[Backyard goat production is popular in 
Apayao, its contribution to the status of 
rural livestock raisers is commonly 
considered vital since it only requires low 
maintenance. This production is pushed by 
the provincial government since it allows 
our farmer-beneficiaries to achieve income 
stability.]

The goats are sold in live weight and are 
very popular meat in the province. The 
remaining supplementary inputs such as 
concentrated feed, biologics, vitamins, 
dewormer, and housing materials will be 
delivered as soon as the quarantine in 
Apayao against COVID-19 has been lifted. 
### (Kathleen Faye Agonoy)
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40 Sulu farmers accorded with 
cassava production project

September 29, 2021

SULU, September 29, 2021 – Forty 
farmers from Omar, Sulu were granted with 
Cassava Production Project worth Php 
807,120 to cover 21 hectares, a livelihood 
from 2021 funding by the Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program.

Included in the project are the following: 
cassava stalks, hog wires, and barbwires.

Inputs from the project will help improve 
their farming methods since the farmers still 
use the old practices in farming as part of 
their tradition.

SAAD area coordinator Farhann K. 
Abdullah facilitated the distribution with the 
assistance from the local government unit 
(LGU).

LGU representative Christopher Rey U. 
Sensibalo said the project reassured the 
farmers of SAAD’s continuous support.

“The municipal and barangay LGUs 
showed their support to the SAAD 
intervention. From indigenous materials, 
the farmers now have barbed wire and hog 
wire to protect their farmland. They are 
delighted that they won’t have to worry 
about guarding their crops and can 
maximize their produce with the use of 

these materials,” said Mr. Abdullah.

Delivery can be challenging because of the 
distance but the farmers were grateful for 
the support from the SAAD program.

The farmers are preparing for the 
installation of the fence and planning to 
plant the given stalks during the rainy 
season. ### (Shara Malaica Ussam)

10 ZDN farmers expect 61.4MT rice harvest through SAAD project 

September 23, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, September 
21, 2021 – Ten members of the Rizalina 
Farmers Association from Zamboanga del 
Norte are expecting a cumulative harvest of 
61.4 metric tons (MT) of rice in October 
through the Department of Agriculture – 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program. 

According to the SAAD local area 
coordinator Janeen Ivana S. Golis, the 
association received 15 bags of rice seeds 
(Php 24,000), 30 bags of urea 
(Php 54,600), and complete fertilizer 
(Php 54,600) to cover 15 hectares of rice 
fields.

In another development, two hundred 
female and 20 male ducks (Php 200,000) 
and 40 bags of feeds (Php 76,000) were 
also delivered on September 15, 2021. 

All interventions provided are under the 
SAAD Program’s Rice-Duck Production 
Project worth Php 409,200.

“With their profound unity and 
determination as a group to succeed, I am 
very hopeful that this project will surely go a 
long way. Someday the Rizalina FA will 
become a balut supplier in this community,” 
Golis said.

Association President Primitivo Montano 
was very elated with the support given to 
them. “We commit a hundred percent of our 
hard work in sustaining this project,” said 
the Rizalina FA president.

The DA-SAAD is committed to provide 
quality services to its farmer-partners in 
support of the DA’s twin goals, Masaganang 
Ani at Mataas Na Kita. ### (Aimee Lou 
Madjus)
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S. Francisco.

(In behalf of my barangay, I am very 
thankful to the SAAD program for helping 
us, farmers, our families, and our 
association. I will take good care of the 
interventions given by the program. I can 
use the money to finance my children’s 
schooling.)

Agricultural technologist for Livestock 
Mr. Arvi Sarmiento also taught the farmers 
on the fundamentals of cattle fattening.

La Libertad Vice Mayor Hon. Lawrence D. 
Limkaichong, Jr., Sangguniang Bayan (SB) 
representatives, provincial and municipal 
Agricultural Program Coordinating Officers, 
and SAAD coordinators were present at the 
ceremony. ### (Jolina Daño and Natalianne 
Marie Delos Reyes)

September 22, 2021

NEGROS ORIENTAL, September 21, 2021 
– Thirty-five cattle worth Php 1,654,020 
were delivered to 35 farmers who are 
members of three associations in La 
Libertad, Negros Oriental.

The livestock, which were granted on 
September 6 during a ceremonial turnover 
in Barangay Agricultural Development 
Center, Pacuan, La Libertad, are part of the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program’s Backyard Cattle Fattening 
Project.

Twelve beneficiaries are from Elicia 
Farmers Association (FA), 11 from 
Kansumandig FA, and another 12 from 
Tala-on Forestland FA.

The cattle worth Php 29,000 each are all 

insured by the Philippine Crop Insurance 
Corporation (PCIC), which also provided 
livestock multivitamins.

Each male cattle will be fattened for six 
months before selling. The usual share from 
income is 30% to the association and 70% 
to the farmer. The associations’ share will 
be collected to buy additional cattle for 
other members (roll-over scheme).

Kansumandig FA farmer Ms. Nasilia G. 
Beli-ot extended her gratitude to SAAD. 
She said, “Ang akong eka-estorya sa 
atong programa sa SAAD ma-o nga 
nagpasalamat kami’g dako sa farmers 
association nga kaning programa sa SAAD 
makatabang kayo namo ug maka-improve 
sa atung panginabuhi ug makatabang sa 
atong masigkabarangay labi na’s 
nanagsunod nga mudawat niini. Kami 
magpasalamaton kayo labi na sa dugang 
ug ayuda alang kanamo dayon nga ang 

Cattle fattening project distributed to 3 FAs in Negros Oriental worth Php 1.6M

nagsunod kanamo makabenipisyo pud sila. 
Ug amo-a pud nga palambu-on ang 
amoang baka nga nadawat.”

(I can say that the SAAD Program will help 
us, our fellow farmers in our barangay and 
next in line beneficiaries, improve our 
livelihood. We are very thankful for the 
grant that has been given by the program. 
We promise to develop and prosper from 
the interventions we received.)

“Sa akong bahin, mapasalamaton kami sa 
barangay namo sa Tala-on nga nay 
proyekto sa SAAD nga nakatabang usab sa 
among asosasyon ug sa among barangay. 
Ilabai sa nagdumala diha sa gagamhanan 
nato sa lungsod ug sa nasyonal. (Plano 
nako nga) akong padak-on ug atimanon 
(ang baka sa SAAD). Kaning baka nga 
gihatag sa SAAD makatabang sa akong 
pamilya, makapaeskwela ug uban pa,” 
shared Tala-on Forestland FA Ms. Merilyn 
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Patikul farmers receive 30 
layer chicken egg machines 

October 1, 2021

SULU, September 21, 2021 – Forty 
farmers in Patikul, Sulu received 30 
modules of egg machines from the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) Region 9 
through the Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program.

The egg machines worth Php 1,798,500 are 
part of the Layer Chicken Egg Production 
Project. They were turned over to 
beneficiaries from barangays Pansul and 
Kabbon Takas on September 6 and 13.

Each barangay received 15 modules of egg 
machines (each module consists of 42 layer 
chickens) with 81 bags of crumble feeds.

The SAAD area coordinators delivered the 
assistance in the presence of Patikul Mayor 
Kabir Hayudini, Brigadier General 
Benjamin Batara Jr., Lieutenant Colonel 
Ralph De Mesa, National Task Force to End 
Local Communist Armed Conflict (ELCAC) 
focal Nur-Raez Omar, Municipal Planning & 
Development Coordinator Luvisminda J. 
Hayudini, Lieutenant Jhonny-Ric Bregonia, 
and Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Agrarian Reform (MAFAR) OIC – 
Representative Al-jibriel D. Ladjahasan.

Patikul is one of the two new municipalities 
where SAAD extended its scope of 
implementation. Mayor Hayudini expressed 
his delight and reminded the farmers to 
take care of the projects.

SAAD in Patikul

In 2017, many Patikul residents were forced 
to evacuate their place due to the presence 
of terrorism. Some stood their ground and 
remained in their homes while others chose 
not to return because of fear.

After three years, with the government 
support and Balik Barangay program, they 
are now slowly getting back on their feet, 
receiving various support from the national 
government agencies including SAAD and 
the local government units (LGUs).

“I have been the barangay captain of 
Kabbon Takas for 24 years, but we have 
never received a project from the national 
government, not until today,” exclaimed 
former barangay captain Abuk Ahajani.

Brigadier General Batara Jr. also expressed 
support by committing the 32nd Infantry 
Brigade to the farmers to be the first buyers 
of eggs once they start selling and assisting 
the community in securing the town’s 
peace.

“We are so lucky here in Patikul because 
there are lots of agencies who are 
concerned and support us,” said General 
Batara, Jr.

SAAD Sulu has supported Talipao, 
Panamao, Maimbung, and Parang since 
2018, expanding to Indanan and Luuk in 
2019, and to Omar and Patikul in 2021. ### 
(Shara Malaica Ussam and Natalianne 
Marie Delos Reyes)

Tongrayan IPs of Kalinga receive 
agri-inputs to establish local enterprises

September 13, 2021

KALINGA, September 10, 2021 – The 
Tongrayan Indigenous Peoples (IPs) of 
Tinglayan, Kalinga were awarded 
Php 10,800,100 worth of agricultural 
projects as livelihood assistance aimed at 
establishing community-based enterprises 
from the Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) of the Department of 
Agriculture – Cordillera Administrative 
Region (DA-CAR).

SAAD Operations Officer Balag-ey Claver 
said without special projects such as the 
SAAD Program, remote areas not 
benefiting from the government’s programs 
for the past years would still not be 
reached. The project benefitted a total of 
268 members of the community.

“We are not just here to turn over these 
projects but it is also your responsibility to 
receive it. Take them into your hearts ta 
kayat mi nga tumulong nga tulungan yu ti 
bagbagi yu. Sapay kuma ta isaad mi, 
mangamung kayun […Take them into your 

hearts because we want to help you help 
yourselves. I hope that we bring you 
these (interventions), now it is your 
responsibility],” Claver said.

Mr. Claver led the awarding of agricultural 
livelihood interventions, together with 
SAAD assistant Operations Officer Daisy 
Yogyog, Agricultural Program Coordinating 
Officer (APCO) Bentres Goyo, Albert 
Gayyaman from the Office of the 
Congressman, Jhun Puday from the Office 
of the Governor, Municipal Council Rommel 
Abuli, OIC-Municipal Agriculturist Hubert 
Patang-I, and SAAD Focal Person Johnny 
Chang-it, to Four Farmers Cooperative and 
Associations in Tinglayan on September 7.

Eleven (11) carabaos, two power tillers, 10 
knapsack sprayers, grinder, 70 rolls of 
HDPE pipe, 70 bags of complete fertilizer, 
and 1,750 kilogram (kg) peanut seeds were 
delivered in partial support to the Carabao 
and Peanut Production Project. They were 
turned over to Barangay Ambato Liglig 
Irrigators Association (BALIGI-IA) with 70 
members.

Meanwhile, another 70 farmers from 
Mallango UFI Farmer’s Organization 
(MUFO) received 813 ducks, two power 
tillers, 70 bags of complete fertilizer, 50 
knapsack sprayers, grinder, 140 bags of 
both layer and grower feeds, and 1,750kg 
peanut seeds were distributed also in 
partial support to the Fruit Trees and Duck 
Production Project.

BALIGI-IA and MUFO members come from 
the FY 2021 expansion areas. Two more 
farmers’ cooperatives and associations 
namely the Magic 78 Lower Bangad 
Farmers Organization (M78LBFO) and 
Churawon Farmers Association (CFA) who 
became part of the program in 2020 were 
also awarded Integrated Banana, 
Pineapple, and Poultry Production as well 
as Fruit Trees and Duck Production, 
respectively. 

Mr. Goyo challenged the beneficiaries to 
look after their interventions as these will 
serve to start up their respective ventures 
which will hopefully help in their daily living 
finances. 

The projects are being implemented by the 
DA-SAAD Program in partnership with the 
provincial, municipal, and barangay local 
government units.

The projects seek to increase the income of 
farmers, secure food in their community, 
and encourage farmers to establish 
community-based enterprises.  

Aside from the agricultural inputs, training 
relative to their projects and organizational 
needs was also provided for good project 
management and strengthened 
organizations. ### (Sheena Phine 
Pisco-Dayagon)
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September 13, 2021

KALINGA, September 10, 2021 – The 
Tongrayan Indigenous Peoples (IPs) of 
Tinglayan, Kalinga were awarded 
Php 10,800,100 worth of agricultural 
projects as livelihood assistance aimed at 
establishing community-based enterprises 
from the Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) of the Department of 
Agriculture – Cordillera Administrative 
Region (DA-CAR).

SAAD Operations Officer Balag-ey Claver 
said without special projects such as the 
SAAD Program, remote areas not 
benefiting from the government’s programs 
for the past years would still not be 
reached. The project benefitted a total of 
268 members of the community.

“We are not just here to turn over these 
projects but it is also your responsibility to 
receive it. Take them into your hearts ta 
kayat mi nga tumulong nga tulungan yu ti 
bagbagi yu. Sapay kuma ta isaad mi, 
mangamung kayun […Take them into your 

hearts because we want to help you help 
yourselves. I hope that we bring you 
these (interventions), now it is your 
responsibility],” Claver said.

Mr. Claver led the awarding of agricultural 
livelihood interventions, together with 
SAAD assistant Operations Officer Daisy 
Yogyog, Agricultural Program Coordinating 
Officer (APCO) Bentres Goyo, Albert 
Gayyaman from the Office of the 
Congressman, Jhun Puday from the Office 
of the Governor, Municipal Council Rommel 
Abuli, OIC-Municipal Agriculturist Hubert 
Patang-I, and SAAD Focal Person Johnny 
Chang-it, to Four Farmers Cooperative and 
Associations in Tinglayan on September 7.

Eleven (11) carabaos, two power tillers, 10 
knapsack sprayers, grinder, 70 rolls of 
HDPE pipe, 70 bags of complete fertilizer, 
and 1,750 kilogram (kg) peanut seeds were 
delivered in partial support to the Carabao 
and Peanut Production Project. They were 
turned over to Barangay Ambato Liglig 
Irrigators Association (BALIGI-IA) with 70 
members.

Meanwhile, another 70 farmers from 
Mallango UFI Farmer’s Organization 
(MUFO) received 813 ducks, two power 
tillers, 70 bags of complete fertilizer, 50 
knapsack sprayers, grinder, 140 bags of 
both layer and grower feeds, and 1,750kg 
peanut seeds were distributed also in 
partial support to the Fruit Trees and Duck 
Production Project.

BALIGI-IA and MUFO members come from 
the FY 2021 expansion areas. Two more 
farmers’ cooperatives and associations 
namely the Magic 78 Lower Bangad 
Farmers Organization (M78LBFO) and 
Churawon Farmers Association (CFA) who 
became part of the program in 2020 were 
also awarded Integrated Banana, 
Pineapple, and Poultry Production as well 
as Fruit Trees and Duck Production, 
respectively. 

Mr. Goyo challenged the beneficiaries to 
look after their interventions as these will 
serve to start up their respective ventures 
which will hopefully help in their daily living 
finances. 

The projects are being implemented by the 
DA-SAAD Program in partnership with the 
provincial, municipal, and barangay local 
government units.

The projects seek to increase the income of 
farmers, secure food in their community, 
and encourage farmers to establish 
community-based enterprises.  

Aside from the agricultural inputs, training 
relative to their projects and organizational 
needs was also provided for good project 
management and strengthened 
organizations. ### (Sheena Phine 
Pisco-Dayagon)

390 Bien Unido farmers granted with Php 3.8M 
worth livestock, crop production projects

September 1, 2021

BOHOL, September 1, 2021 – The 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program in Region 7 distributed 
Php 3,850,219 worth of livestock and crop 
production intervention to 390 farmers in 
Bien Unido, Bohol.

The livelihood projects provided are 35 
Carabao (Php 2,190,000), assorted 
Vegetables (Php 1,192,919), Corn-Peanut 
(Php 360,100), and Sweet Potato, and 
Banana (Php 107,200).  Other inputs 
included are: plows, fertilizers, weighing 
scales, plastic mulch, and plastic drums 
delivered on August 27 at the Bien Unido 
Sports Complex, Bien Unido, Bohol.

The SAAD farmers are from barangays 
Poblacion (62), Tuburan (45), Mandawa 
(68), Nueva Esperanza (65), Nueva Estrella 
(64), Liberty (62), and Pinamgo Island (24).

Bien Unido Mayor Rene Bonegara extend 
his heartfelt gratitude to the program. He 
said, “Dakong’ kalipay nako sa kaayohan 
nga gi dala ni SAAD nga programa sa DA 
diri sa atong munisipyo ug sa probinsya sa 
Bohol. Usa rami ka instrumento nga 
matagaan sa SAAD aning mga 
interventions and inputs. Kining kabaw 
makatabang gayud kini ninyo para sa 
inyong panginabuhian. Swerti mo nga 
kamo ang nakadawart. Hinaot inyong 
ampingan ug amomahon ang inyong mga 
nadawat. Padayon kitang magtinabangay 
kanunay.”

(I am very happy for all the good things that 

DA-SAAD has brought to our municipality. 
We were just an instrument sent to give 
these interventions to you (farmers). These 
carabaos will help you in your livelihood. 
You are very blessed to have become the 
recipients of the projects. I hope that you 
will take good care of the interventions you 
received. Let us all cooperate.)

Also present at the activity were Poblacion 
Barangay Captain Vanessa N. Avenido, 
Agriculture Provincial Coordinating Officer 
Bohol Roman M. Dabalos, Provincial 
Fishery Officer Mr. Jethrone Colaste, and 
SAAD provincial staff.

SAAD partners with Ubay Stock Farm

SAAD Bohol linked partnership with the 
Ubay Stock Farm for the Integrated 
Carabao-based Production Project to 
ensure the health and safety of 
interventions.

Prior to distribution, Dr. Marc Siegfred 
Diestro inspected the livestock auction 
market in Sagbayan, Bohol. Out of 40 
carabaos tested, 35 passed the standards 
and were included in the distributed 
interventions in Bien Unido.

The FY 2021 Integrated Carabao 
Production Project has a total budget 
allocation of Php 11,093,610 to support 300 
beneficiaries in Bohol.

SAAD Bohol aims to distribute another set 
of carabaos and other farm inputs to the 
beneficiaries in Carlos P. Garcia, Bohol in 
the first week of September. ### (Jolina 
Daño and Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)
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happy because I am one of the chosen 
beneficiaries. We are also thankful for our 
mayor, vice mayor, Lanie 
Malacapayug, our Area Coordinator, 
Princess Akimi, and to all SAAD staff and 
technicians. Thank you so much.)

The Mabinay beneficiaries agreed to follow 
the agreements stated on the MOA by 
heart. The associations also seek to 
expand the project in the future by saving 
from their income shares for another set of 
bulls for fattening.

Also present in the activity were Vice Mayor 
Ernie T. Uy, Sangguniang Bayan member 
Enozario Baldoza, Agricultural Program 
Coordinating Officer Sarah J. Perocho, 
Municipal Agriculture Officer Lelanie A. 
Malacapay, Mabinay local government unit 
Agricultural Technicians and staff, and 
SAAD Negros Oriental team headed by 
Provincial Coordinator Johnpaulie O. 
Sunico. ### (Jolina Daño)

August 30, 2021

NEGROS ORIENTAL, August 27, 2021 – 
The Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program in Region 7 provided 
30 cattle worth Php 33,000 each to Mabinay 
farmers on August 16 in Negros Oriental.

The provision is under SAAD’s Php 
1,433,160 worth of Backyard Cattle 
Fattening Project (FY 2021 budget).

Thirty farmers from Banban Farm Family 
Association in barangay Banban (10), 
Nagkahi-usang Tribung-Ata sa Lamdas in 
barangay Lamdas (10), and Paniabonan 
Rural Improvement Club in barangay 
Paniabonan (10) received a cattle each.

They are yet to receive a forage chopper 
worth Php 350,000 (communal), 30 bags of 
feeds worth Php 30,000 (a bag per farmer), 
and 30 bottles of vitamins worth Php 27,828 
(a bottle per farmer).

The distribution was done through a “draw 

lots” scheme where beneficiaries were 
randomly assigned from 1 to 30 according 
to their attendance form. The first cattle that 
was dismounted from the carrier will be 
assigned to the beneficiary who first filled 
out the attendance form and so on until they 
reach the 30th cattle.

SAAD beneficiary Sharmaine Lyn B. Rica 
from barangay Lamdas said, “Dako 
kayo among k�ipay tun�d 
aning programa n� SAAD. 
�ank y� kaayo kay nakaap� 
kami ani, kaming m� 
mag-uuma…ug sa 
tanan-tanang ng ana-inv	ve 
ani n� programa. Usa lang 
among saad sa baran�y 
Lamd� n� among p�amb�n 
kini n� programa. �ank y�.”

(I am very happy because of the program. 
Thank you so much for including us farmers 
in your program. To all the SAAD program 
staff, thank you. On behalf of barangay 

SAAD Negros Oriental provides Php 1.4M cattle fattening project to farmers in Mabinay

Lamdas, we promise to sustain and 
improve the program. Thank you.)

“Ang akong gibati karon isip usa sa mga 
beneficiary sa SAAD, nalipay ko’g dako kay 
sa among barangay dugay na kayo mi nga 
wala kadawat ug mga maayong programa o 
mga kaayohan nga gikan sa gobyerno. So, 
dako kaa nako’ng pasalamat ug gibati gyud 
nako ang dakong kalipay as one of the 
beneficiaries ng nakadawat niining ma-ong 
baka. Sa SAAD, okay kayo ang ilang mga 
gipaambit sa mga katawhan hilabi na 
namong’ mga kabus. Mapasalamaton ‘mi 
ug dako sa among mayor, vice mayor ug ni 
Ma’am Princess Akimi ug ni Ma’am Lanie 
Malacapayug sa tanan-tanan nga staff ug 
mga technicians. Daghan kaayong 
salamat,” said Ferlyn C. Castillo from 
barangay Paniabonan.

(As a SAAD beneficiary, I am very happy 
because for a long time, our barangay has 
not received any government aid. Now, I 
am very grateful for this program for giving 
us the cattle. The program is a huge help to 
those who struggle financially and I am 
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SAAD delivers inputs for 110 
Apayao farmers’ chicken, egg venture 

August 30, 2021

APAYAO, August 26, 2021 – Department 
of Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program initially 
delivered 4,950 female free-range chickens 
to 110 farmers of the Sta. Maria, Allig, 
Malayugan, Mallig, Balluyan (SAMMBA) 
Farmers Association (FA) in Flora, Apayao 
on August 23.

The inputs provided are part of SAAD’s 
Free-range Chicken Egg Production 
Project funded in FY 2021 amounting to 
Php 4,346,500. The project is composed of 
5,500 free-range chickens and 
supplementary poultry inputs.

Each SAMMBA FA member received at 
least 45 stocks with four bags of layer 
mash.

After consultations with the community 
done by the Municipal Planning 
Management Team (MPMT), poultry 
production for beginning chicken raisers 
was pushed forward due to low 
maintenance requirements compared to 
swine production.

The group will still receive 550 male 
free-range chickens, 110 sachets of 
anti-infectives with vitamins, 220 waterers, 
1,100 egg trays, four weighing scales, 110 
poultry nets, and 6 egg scales as soon as 
the quarantine measures against COVID-19 
have been lifted.

One of the members, Elvira D. Acebedo, 
shared her gratitude and their plans as a 
group.

Elvira shared, “Agyaman kami iti SAAD 
Program. Iti plano mi kadetuy nga proyekto 
ket agpaado iti itlog kin agpapisa, ta kayat 
min to nga tun madanun ket agbalin kami 
nga supplier dituy entero a barangay mi 

dituy Flora.”

[Thank you SAAD Program. Our plan as an 
association is to produce more eggs and 
poultry stocks so that in the near future, we 
can become a supplier in our community.]

SAAD Community Development Officer 
Darwin Ordonia believes the project is 
important for the livelihood of many families 
as beneficiaries may soon help in the local 
production of eggs and chicken in their 
area.

“Detuy nga production ket nasyaat nga 
pagkakitaan iti farmers tayu dituy Flora ta 
instead nga agimport pelang, why not nga 
dagituy local farmers nalang ito agbalin nga 
provider. Maikkan da chance nga 
makatulong iti demand iti kaka-ili’an da 
habang isuda met ket adda iti opurtunidad 
nga adda pang-kabuhayan da,” said 
Darwin.

[This chicken and egg production is a good 
start for farmers in the Flora. Because 
instead of patronizing supplied staple 
products such as eggs and chicken meat, 
why not give chance to our local farmers to 
become providers? Through this, I must say 
that our local farmers will have the 
opportunity to help meet the demand of 
their markets, alongside the opportunity to 
earn.]

Ordonia also added raising poultry stock 
requires low-cost production and yields a 
high-income return.

“Backyard poultry production ket talaga nga 
sikat idtuy Apayao ta idi contribution na ket 
dakel nu panggep iti kinabi-biyag iti small 
farmers idtuy bar-bario mi,” he said.

[Backyard poultry production is popular in 
Apayao because of its significant 
contribution to the livelihood of smallholder 

rural raisers.]

Flora local government unit (LGU) through 
SAAD Municipal Focal Person Gladys 
Lamug assisted during the distribution of 
interventions.

Since the members are new to chicken 
raising, SAAD field implementers in 
cooperation with the LGU will conduct 
project monitoring and render assistance to 
ensure that the poultry stocks are provided 
with supplements, vitamins, wound spray, 
and dewormer to keep the animals healthy 
and guarded against any diseases. ### 
(Kathleen Faye Agonoy)
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78 Buhid-Mangyan farmers 
receive hand tractors from SAAD 

August 30, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, August 26, 
2021 – Seventy-eight Buhid-Mangyan 
farmers in San Jose, Occidental Mindoro 
received Php 897,000 worth of hand 
tractors from the Department of Agriculture 
– Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program.

A hand tractor with complete accessories 
was granted to the Uyugan mga Ama sa 
Bato Ili As Fangabuyagan Farmers 
Association (UABF FA) with 28 members. 
Meanwhile, the So. Dulis Abong Salafay 
Hubkob Farmers Association (S. DASH FA) 
with 50 members received five units.

The provision of said machinery is under 
SAAD’s Organic Rice Production through 
Farming Enterprise Project. Both 
associations are engaged in rain-fed rice 
farming.

According to SAAD Area Coordinator Jercel 
N. Catubig, the beneficiaries’ profiles reveal 
that their average rice harvest is about 
1,000 to 1,500 kilograms (kg) or 20 to 30 
cavans per hectare. It means that the 
farmers’ yield is low compared to the 
normal harvest per cropping season at 
5,000kg (100 cavans) per hectare.

The beneficiaries reported that one of the 

reasons affecting their low productivity is 
lack of farm equipment, where farmers still 
rely on draft animals for land preparation 
which is slower compared to mechanized 
equipment.

The hand tractors awarded to the farmers 
are SAAD’s response to address said 
problem. They are used to pull plow and 
harrow, providing faster land preparation for 
larger land areas and can also be attached 
to a carrier to be used as transportation of 
goods from farms to markets.

“Nagpapasalamat kami sa natanggap 
namin (mga makinarya). Iingatan namin ito 
para matagal naming magamit para 
makaabot kami sa tag-ulan (na mainam sa 
pagtatanim ng palay). Makakaani na kami 
ng mas malaki-laki,” shared S. DASH FA 
chairperson Balingling Payune.

[We are grateful for (the hand tractors) we 
received. We will take care of it so we can 
use it longer and we will not be late for the 
rainy season (which is ideal for rice 
planting). We will be able to harvest more.]

DASH FA and UABF FA are situated in 
Barangay Monteclaro, one of the 19 End 
Local Communist Armed Conflict (ELCAC) 
identified areas in Occidental Mindoro. ### 
(Dianne Francis Sy)

DA-SAAD CAR awards 800 ducks 
to Apayao poultry raisers

August 29, 2021

APAYAO, August 24, 2021 – The 
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program in Cordillera Administrative 
Region (CAR) turned over 800 Muscovy 
ducks to 70 poultry raisers from three 
farmers’ cooperatives and associations in 
Kabugao, Apayao.

The poultry inputs consist of 110 male and 
700 female Muscovy ducks, complemented 
with layer and grower feeds. The 
interventions provided are under the 
SAAD’s Duck Production Project worth 
Php 917,500.

According to SAAD Community 
Development Officer Bernadette Daggay, 
backyard poultry raising is popular in 
Apayao. Its contribution to the status of 
small rural folks is commonly considered 
vital since it only requires low maintenance.

Moreover, duck production allows 
beneficiaries to achieve income stability 
since its meat and egg produce is 
profitable. Compared to small and large 
ruminants such as pigs and cows, poultry 
raising is more manageable since it 
requires a low cost of production but it 
yields a higher income return.

Before the project was implemented, 
community consultation was conducted in 
December 2020. Bernadette said that the 
locals preferred duck production since 
beneficiaries had their background 
experience in terms of duck raising.

“Dagituy nga beneficiaries ket dati dan 
agtar-taraken iti duck…Idi community 
consultation, iti kinuna da ket ada dati dan 
nga taraken nga at least 5-8 heads nga 
duck idi saan pay isuda nga beneficiaries 
iti SAAD Program. Napadas dan iti 

benepisyo nga maited na etuy nga stock 
nga napintas nga pagrugyanan nu sika ket 
nakurapay. Isu nga isuda mismo nangi 
suggest idi community consultation,” 
shared Bernadette.

[Our beneficiaries are previous duck 
raisers. During the community consultation, 
these farmers shared that each of them 
owned at least 5-8 ducks before they 
became official beneficiaries of the 
program. Because of their good experience, 
these beneficiaries proposed a duck 
production project in said consultation.]

Project implementation

Beneficiaries from Luttucuan Farmers 
Association with 25 members, Productive 
SAAD Farmer’s Association with 20 
members, and the Success Laco Farmer’s 
Association with 25 members each 
received at least 11 ducks with two bags of 
layer feeds and a bag of grower feeds.

SAAD Apayao Project Development Officer 
Shermyn Pecban said, “Daytoy nga pato 
nga naited iti SAAD ket taraknen yu nga 
nalaing, bilang adda pagkay-kaysa nan ga 
association. Tungpalen yu iti policy nga 
nagtutung-tungan tayo… Praktisin tayo iti 
adda bookkeeping na tapnon ma-monitor 
tayu nga nalaing iti impact na kadakayu 
habang rugrugyan yu iti agbalin nga 
agrirepreneur. Sa pela kuma ta kalpasan 
etuy nga tawen, ket addan ton iti communal 
duck production yu.”

[This intervention that was entrusted to you 
must be taken cared of. And by doing that, 
unity is needed. I hope that you will be 
well-guided by your agreed policy. To begin 
your journey as duck raisers, I hope that 
you will practice proper record keeping, I 
hope that you will be able to establish your 
communal duck production in the upcoming 
year.]

According to Pecban during community 
consultations, beneficiaries said locals 
preferred to buy ducks because it is 
primarily raised for producing balut, a local 
delicacy in the town with its meat 
considered as a nutritious source of 
protein.

Ensuring enterprise opportunities for the 
farmers, the Municipal Local Government 
Unit of Kabugao and the SAAD field 
implementers are coordinating with 
different livelihood channels for potential 
egg supply needs and duck marketing in 
the community.

To ensure sustainability of the project, the 
groups’ first-in-line beneficiaries agreed to 
surrender 50 ducklings to establish a 
communal duck production venture.

Luttucuan Farmers Association president 
Ferdigon Tahiyam shared his gratitude to 
the program. “Ako’y taos pusong nagpapas-
alamat sa programa ng SAAD sa lahat ng 
tulong na patuloy niyong binibigay. Dahil sa 
program na ito ay maraming magsasakasa 
ang nabigyan ng opurtunidad… Sa aming 
pagtanggap at pagsisimula ng panibagong 
proyekto sa Duck Production Project, nais 
kong magpasalamat… Nawa’y mas marami 

pa kayong matulungan na magsasaka,” he 
said.

[I would like to express my gratitude to the 
SAAD Program for giving us unending 
support. Because of the special program, 
many farmers were given livelihood 
opportunities. To begin our journey with the 
Duck Production Project, I would like to 
extend my thanks. I hope that you reach 
and help more farmers.]

Likewise, Productive SAAD Farmer’s 
Association president Casin Basan thanked 
SAAD. He said, “Agyaman kami iti SAAD 
program kadetuy naited nga pagrugyanan 
mi. Babaen kadetuy nga intervention kayat 
min to nga agbalin nga supplier iti duck 
dituy ili mi.” 

[Big thanks to the SAAD program for giving 
us the opportunity to begin as duck raisers. 
We, as an association, aim to become a 
duck supplier in our municipality.]

DA-SAAD will continue to provide technical 
assistance through provisions of antibiotics 
and vitamins to ensure the health of the 
ducks. ### (Kathleen Faye Agonoy)

August 29, 2021

SORSOGON, August 24, 2021 – Fifty 
farmers in Sorsogon received Php 
1,124,000 worth of poultry inputs from the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program as start-up capital for the Egg 
Production Project in Matnog and Sta. 
Magdalena.

The SAAD Program conducted two 
separate turnover ceremonies for the 
distribution of 800 free-range chickens with 
the assistance of the municipal local 
government units (LGU) who welcomed the 
DA’s project for their constituents through 
technical and logistics support.

On August 5, DA-SAAD handed over 400 
free-range Kabir chickens (two months old) 
to the 20 members of Hidhid Farmers’ 
Association.

Supplementary materials such as chicken 
feeds, feeders, drinkers, net screens, and 
biologics were also provided to complete 
the livelihood package. The group will raise 

the poultry in a 1,000 square meters 
communal area.

During the ceremony, Municipal Agricultural 
Officer (MAO) Emmanuel De Guzman, 
expressed his support for the SAAD 
initiatives. He said, “Naimod ko na danison 
ining proyekto na ini lalo na sa lugar palang 
asin urupudan, talagang mauswag ini. 
Kaming mga tawo sa gobyerno, yaon lang 
kami para mag gabay saindo. 
Nagpapasalamat kami sa SAAD Program 
dahil kami ay maswerte na saro sa mga 
natawan kaining mga manok na siguradong 
makadanon san saato kabuhayan.”

[I have seen the benefits of this project 
that this will be successful because of the 
area and association’s unity. We, the
government workers, are just here to guide 
you. We are grateful to the SAAD Program 
for choosing us to benefit from this project 
which will surely help in our livelihood.]

On August 11, the San Eugenio Animal 
Farmers’ Association consisting of 30 
members also received 400 free-range 
chickens with feeds, feeders, drinkers, net 
screens, and biologics reared in the 
farmers’ own areas.

“Kung dadanunan ta anay an saato sadiri, 
diri niyo aram na dadanunan naman niyo 
an iyo kagrupo nan organisasyon kay 
nagbabatog talaga an pag-uswag sa ato 
sadiri,” Sta. Magdalena MAO Myra Escarda 
shared.

[Success should begin within yourself so 
that your organization will also succeed.]

San Eugenio Animal Farmers’ Association 
chairperson Ronaldo Favor expressed his 
gratitude to the SAAD Program.

“Sana pirmi kita magkasararo asin 
magdaranunan para sa ikauunlad kan ato 
manokan san ato asosasyon. Sa SAAD, 
daghan salamat dahil maswerte kita na kita 
an napili na mahatagan sin manok kaya 
atamanon ta ini san mayad hanggang sa 
dumaghan asin mag uswag,” Ronaldo said.

[I hope that we will always be united and 
will help each other for the progress of our 
chicken production in our association. To 
SAAD, thank you very much, as we are 

lucky to be chosen as recipients of the egg 
production inputs, therefore, we will take 
good care of them until they multiply and 
grow.]

According to SAAD Provincial Coordinator 
Mary Rose Detera, the two farmers’ 
associations were selected as beneficiaries 
of the Egg Production Project because of 
their areas’ suitability for chicken raising 
and the group’s capacity to manage their 
livelihood.

The groups are committed to sustaining 
their livelihood project and assigned tasks 
for the members. It included monitoring of 
the stock to ensure the good health of the 
animals and avoid possible mortality, 
regular cleaning of housing, and preparing 
fermented plant juice and fermented fruit 
juice as a food supplement for the chickens 
weekly.

Prior to the input distribution, the SAAD 
Sorsogon team conducted basic training for 
poultry production in partnership with the 
LGU and MAO.

The chickens are expected to lay eggs by 
December. The groups are planning to 
supply eggs in their localities. ### (Pauline 
Trixia Borja and Angelica Blanco)
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August 29, 2021

APAYAO, August 24, 2021 – The 
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program in Cordillera Administrative 
Region (CAR) turned over 800 Muscovy 
ducks to 70 poultry raisers from three 
farmers’ cooperatives and associations in 
Kabugao, Apayao.

The poultry inputs consist of 110 male and 
700 female Muscovy ducks, complemented 
with layer and grower feeds. The 
interventions provided are under the 
SAAD’s Duck Production Project worth 
Php 917,500.

According to SAAD Community 
Development Officer Bernadette Daggay, 
backyard poultry raising is popular in 
Apayao. Its contribution to the status of 
small rural folks is commonly considered 
vital since it only requires low maintenance.

Moreover, duck production allows 
beneficiaries to achieve income stability 
since its meat and egg produce is 
profitable. Compared to small and large 
ruminants such as pigs and cows, poultry 
raising is more manageable since it 
requires a low cost of production but it 
yields a higher income return.

Before the project was implemented, 
community consultation was conducted in 
December 2020. Bernadette said that the 
locals preferred duck production since 
beneficiaries had their background 
experience in terms of duck raising.

“Dagituy nga beneficiaries ket dati dan 
agtar-taraken iti duck…Idi community 
consultation, iti kinuna da ket ada dati dan 
nga taraken nga at least 5-8 heads nga 
duck idi saan pay isuda nga beneficiaries 
iti SAAD Program. Napadas dan iti 

benepisyo nga maited na etuy nga stock 
nga napintas nga pagrugyanan nu sika ket 
nakurapay. Isu nga isuda mismo nangi 
suggest idi community consultation,” 
shared Bernadette.

[Our beneficiaries are previous duck 
raisers. During the community consultation, 
these farmers shared that each of them 
owned at least 5-8 ducks before they 
became official beneficiaries of the 
program. Because of their good experience, 
these beneficiaries proposed a duck 
production project in said consultation.]

Project implementation

Beneficiaries from Luttucuan Farmers 
Association with 25 members, Productive 
SAAD Farmer’s Association with 20 
members, and the Success Laco Farmer’s 
Association with 25 members each 
received at least 11 ducks with two bags of 
layer feeds and a bag of grower feeds.

SAAD Apayao Project Development Officer 
Shermyn Pecban said, “Daytoy nga pato 
nga naited iti SAAD ket taraknen yu nga 
nalaing, bilang adda pagkay-kaysa nan ga 
association. Tungpalen yu iti policy nga 
nagtutung-tungan tayo… Praktisin tayo iti 
adda bookkeeping na tapnon ma-monitor 
tayu nga nalaing iti impact na kadakayu 
habang rugrugyan yu iti agbalin nga 
agrirepreneur. Sa pela kuma ta kalpasan 
etuy nga tawen, ket addan ton iti communal 
duck production yu.”

[This intervention that was entrusted to you 
must be taken cared of. And by doing that, 
unity is needed. I hope that you will be 
well-guided by your agreed policy. To begin 
your journey as duck raisers, I hope that 
you will practice proper record keeping, I 
hope that you will be able to establish your 
communal duck production in the upcoming 
year.]

According to Pecban during community 
consultations, beneficiaries said locals 
preferred to buy ducks because it is 
primarily raised for producing balut, a local 
delicacy in the town with its meat 
considered as a nutritious source of 
protein.

Ensuring enterprise opportunities for the 
farmers, the Municipal Local Government 
Unit of Kabugao and the SAAD field 
implementers are coordinating with 
different livelihood channels for potential 
egg supply needs and duck marketing in 
the community.

To ensure sustainability of the project, the 
groups’ first-in-line beneficiaries agreed to 
surrender 50 ducklings to establish a 
communal duck production venture.

Luttucuan Farmers Association president 
Ferdigon Tahiyam shared his gratitude to 
the program. “Ako’y taos pusong nagpapas-
alamat sa programa ng SAAD sa lahat ng 
tulong na patuloy niyong binibigay. Dahil sa 
program na ito ay maraming magsasakasa 
ang nabigyan ng opurtunidad… Sa aming 
pagtanggap at pagsisimula ng panibagong 
proyekto sa Duck Production Project, nais 
kong magpasalamat… Nawa’y mas marami 

pa kayong matulungan na magsasaka,” he 
said.

[I would like to express my gratitude to the 
SAAD Program for giving us unending 
support. Because of the special program, 
many farmers were given livelihood 
opportunities. To begin our journey with the 
Duck Production Project, I would like to 
extend my thanks. I hope that you reach 
and help more farmers.]

Likewise, Productive SAAD Farmer’s 
Association president Casin Basan thanked 
SAAD. He said, “Agyaman kami iti SAAD 
program kadetuy naited nga pagrugyanan 
mi. Babaen kadetuy nga intervention kayat 
min to nga agbalin nga supplier iti duck 
dituy ili mi.” 

[Big thanks to the SAAD program for giving 
us the opportunity to begin as duck raisers. 
We, as an association, aim to become a 
duck supplier in our municipality.]

DA-SAAD will continue to provide technical 
assistance through provisions of antibiotics 
and vitamins to ensure the health of the 
ducks. ### (Kathleen Faye Agonoy)

SAAD distributes 800 free-range 
chickens to Sorsogon farmers

August 29, 2021

SORSOGON, August 24, 2021 – Fifty 
farmers in Sorsogon received Php 
1,124,000 worth of poultry inputs from the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program as start-up capital for the Egg 
Production Project in Matnog and Sta. 
Magdalena.

The SAAD Program conducted two 
separate turnover ceremonies for the 
distribution of 800 free-range chickens with 
the assistance of the municipal local 
government units (LGU) who welcomed the 
DA’s project for their constituents through 
technical and logistics support.

On August 5, DA-SAAD handed over 400 
free-range Kabir chickens (two months old) 
to the 20 members of Hidhid Farmers’ 
Association.

Supplementary materials such as chicken 
feeds, feeders, drinkers, net screens, and 
biologics were also provided to complete 
the livelihood package. The group will raise 

the poultry in a 1,000 square meters 
communal area.

During the ceremony, Municipal Agricultural 
Officer (MAO) Emmanuel De Guzman, 
expressed his support for the SAAD 
initiatives. He said, “Naimod ko na danison 
ining proyekto na ini lalo na sa lugar palang 
asin urupudan, talagang mauswag ini. 
Kaming mga tawo sa gobyerno, yaon lang 
kami para mag gabay saindo. 
Nagpapasalamat kami sa SAAD Program 
dahil kami ay maswerte na saro sa mga 
natawan kaining mga manok na siguradong 
makadanon san saato kabuhayan.”

[I have seen the benefits of this project 
that this will be successful because of the 
area and association’s unity. We, the
government workers, are just here to guide 
you. We are grateful to the SAAD Program 
for choosing us to benefit from this project 
which will surely help in our livelihood.]

continue to next page

On August 11, the San Eugenio Animal 
Farmers’ Association consisting of 30 
members also received 400 free-range 
chickens with feeds, feeders, drinkers, net 
screens, and biologics reared in the 
farmers’ own areas.

“Kung dadanunan ta anay an saato sadiri, 
diri niyo aram na dadanunan naman niyo 
an iyo kagrupo nan organisasyon kay 
nagbabatog talaga an pag-uswag sa ato 
sadiri,” Sta. Magdalena MAO Myra Escarda 
shared.

[Success should begin within yourself so 
that your organization will also succeed.]

San Eugenio Animal Farmers’ Association 
chairperson Ronaldo Favor expressed his 
gratitude to the SAAD Program.

“Sana pirmi kita magkasararo asin 
magdaranunan para sa ikauunlad kan ato 
manokan san ato asosasyon. Sa SAAD, 
daghan salamat dahil maswerte kita na kita 
an napili na mahatagan sin manok kaya 
atamanon ta ini san mayad hanggang sa 
dumaghan asin mag uswag,” Ronaldo said.

[I hope that we will always be united and 
will help each other for the progress of our 
chicken production in our association. To 
SAAD, thank you very much, as we are 

lucky to be chosen as recipients of the egg 
production inputs, therefore, we will take 
good care of them until they multiply and 
grow.]

According to SAAD Provincial Coordinator 
Mary Rose Detera, the two farmers’ 
associations were selected as beneficiaries 
of the Egg Production Project because of 
their areas’ suitability for chicken raising 
and the group’s capacity to manage their 
livelihood.

The groups are committed to sustaining 
their livelihood project and assigned tasks 
for the members. It included monitoring of 
the stock to ensure the good health of the 
animals and avoid possible mortality, 
regular cleaning of housing, and preparing 
fermented plant juice and fermented fruit 
juice as a food supplement for the chickens 
weekly.

Prior to the input distribution, the SAAD 
Sorsogon team conducted basic training for 
poultry production in partnership with the 
LGU and MAO.

The chickens are expected to lay eggs by 
December. The groups are planning to 
supply eggs in their localities. ### (Pauline 
Trixia Borja and Angelica Blanco)
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August 29, 2021

SORSOGON, August 24, 2021 – Fifty 
farmers in Sorsogon received Php 
1,124,000 worth of poultry inputs from the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program as start-up capital for the Egg 
Production Project in Matnog and Sta. 
Magdalena.

The SAAD Program conducted two 
separate turnover ceremonies for the 
distribution of 800 free-range chickens with 
the assistance of the municipal local 
government units (LGU) who welcomed the 
DA’s project for their constituents through 
technical and logistics support.

On August 5, DA-SAAD handed over 400 
free-range Kabir chickens (two months old) 
to the 20 members of Hidhid Farmers’ 
Association.

Supplementary materials such as chicken 
feeds, feeders, drinkers, net screens, and 
biologics were also provided to complete 
the livelihood package. The group will raise 

the poultry in a 1,000 square meters 
communal area.

During the ceremony, Municipal Agricultural 
Officer (MAO) Emmanuel De Guzman, 
expressed his support for the SAAD 
initiatives. He said, “Naimod ko na danison 
ining proyekto na ini lalo na sa lugar palang 
asin urupudan, talagang mauswag ini. 
Kaming mga tawo sa gobyerno, yaon lang 
kami para mag gabay saindo. 
Nagpapasalamat kami sa SAAD Program 
dahil kami ay maswerte na saro sa mga 
natawan kaining mga manok na siguradong 
makadanon san saato kabuhayan.”

[I have seen the benefits of this project 
that this will be successful because of the 
area and association’s unity. We, the
government workers, are just here to guide 
you. We are grateful to the SAAD Program 
for choosing us to benefit from this project 
which will surely help in our livelihood.]

On August 11, the San Eugenio Animal 
Farmers’ Association consisting of 30 
members also received 400 free-range 
chickens with feeds, feeders, drinkers, net 
screens, and biologics reared in the 
farmers’ own areas.

“Kung dadanunan ta anay an saato sadiri, 
diri niyo aram na dadanunan naman niyo 
an iyo kagrupo nan organisasyon kay 
nagbabatog talaga an pag-uswag sa ato 
sadiri,” Sta. Magdalena MAO Myra Escarda 
shared.

[Success should begin within yourself so 
that your organization will also succeed.]

San Eugenio Animal Farmers’ Association 
chairperson Ronaldo Favor expressed his 
gratitude to the SAAD Program.

“Sana pirmi kita magkasararo asin 
magdaranunan para sa ikauunlad kan ato 
manokan san ato asosasyon. Sa SAAD, 
daghan salamat dahil maswerte kita na kita 
an napili na mahatagan sin manok kaya 
atamanon ta ini san mayad hanggang sa 
dumaghan asin mag uswag,” Ronaldo said.

[I hope that we will always be united and 
will help each other for the progress of our 
chicken production in our association. To 
SAAD, thank you very much, as we are 

lucky to be chosen as recipients of the egg 
production inputs, therefore, we will take 
good care of them until they multiply and 
grow.]

According to SAAD Provincial Coordinator 
Mary Rose Detera, the two farmers’ 
associations were selected as beneficiaries 
of the Egg Production Project because of 
their areas’ suitability for chicken raising 
and the group’s capacity to manage their 
livelihood.

The groups are committed to sustaining 
their livelihood project and assigned tasks 
for the members. It included monitoring of 
the stock to ensure the good health of the 
animals and avoid possible mortality, 
regular cleaning of housing, and preparing 
fermented plant juice and fermented fruit 
juice as a food supplement for the chickens 
weekly.

Prior to the input distribution, the SAAD 
Sorsogon team conducted basic training for 
poultry production in partnership with the 
LGU and MAO.

The chickens are expected to lay eggs by 
December. The groups are planning to 
supply eggs in their localities. ### (Pauline 
Trixia Borja and Angelica Blanco)

20 Apayao farmers to make salted egg, 
balut from duck production

August 26, 2021

APAYAO, August 25, 2021 – Twenty 
members of the Sta. Maria, Allig, 
Malayugan, Mallig, Balluyan (SAMMBA) 
Farmers Association (FA) in Flora, Apayao 
will produce salted egg and balut as the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program launched the Duck Egg Production 
and Processing Project.

The livelihood project aims to encourage 
poultry and food processing activities as 
locals transition to the new normal.

SAMMBA FA received Php 978,000 worth 
of start-up poultry inputs and materials on 
August 11 comprising 1,100 mallard ducks 
as breeding stocks, 80 bags of layer mash, 
20 poultry nets, 200 egg trays, 40 plastic 
crates, an incubator, and a power 
generator. The project was funded under 
the FY 2020 fund.

Each beneficiary received 55 mallard 
ducks, four bags of layer mash, a poultry 
net, 10 egg trays, and two plastic crates. 
Ducks will be reared in the beneficiaries’ 
areas.

The poultry stocks distributed are 5-6 
months old and are about to lay eggs which 
is advantageous to the raisers.

“Kadagiti amin nga bumubuo iti SAAD 
Program, agyamanak kami iti ayat yu nga 
mang support kadakami nga agkasapulan 
iti tulong nangruna iti panggep iti 
pagbiyagan,” shared Emelita D. Fabian, 
President of SAMMBA Farmers 
Association.

[To all program implementers of SAAD, 
thank you for your never-ending support to 
farmers like us who are in need of help in 
terms of stable income.]

Before the awarding, recipients of the 
poultry stocks underwent Organizational 
Development and Management (ODM) 
Training to capacitate and enhance their 
technical know-how on organizational 
management, leadership development, and 
bookkeeping. It was conducted by the 
SAAD Program in partnership with the local 
government unit in July 2021.

About SAMMBA FA

The group was registered at the 
Department of Labor and Employment 
(DOLE) on June 13, 2017 as a cooperative 
for the underemployed and home-based 
workers in the community with identified 
capability to engage in entrepreneurial 
activities.

SAMMBA FA is already engaged in fruit 
tree cultivation and postharvest activities 
previously provided by the program. ### 
(Kathleen Faye Agonoy)

August 24, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, August 20, 
2021 – Regional Executive Director Rad 
Donn Cedeño of the Department of 
Agriculture-Region 9 led the turnover of 
agricultural inputs and farm machinery 
worth Php 1,011,000 in Sianan, Godod, 
Zamboanga del Norte on August 12.

Through the DA – Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program, 
the three identified farmers and irrigators 
associations, namely: Sianan Makogihon 
Farmers’ Association (SMFA) (40 
members), Lomogom Irrigators Association 
(25 members), and Gutayan-Domalinao 
Irrigators’ Association (40 members) 

received the livelihood project.

SAAD provided 60 bags of organic 
fertilizers, 70 bags of inorganic fertilizers, 
and some assorted vegetable seeds per 
association. SMFA also received one unit 
thresher and one unit rice mill. On the other 
hand, Gutayan-Domalinao Irrigators’ 
Association received one unit of rice mill. 
Each package of intervention is good for 
approximately 12 hectares.

The interventions provided are under the 
FY 2020 and 2021 Upland Rice Production 
project of the program.

“The DA and other government agencies 
will remain steadfast in providing the 
support you need, so you do not have to 
worry,” assured RED Cedeño.

Emphasizing on the importance of the 
farmers’ role in making the project 
successful, Godod Mayor Abel Matildo 
urged the farmers to do their part in 
sustaining the livelihood project.

“Since you are provided with immediate 
assistance by the government, all you have 
to invest is the diligence and dedication for 
the development of your association and 
your way of living,” said the Mayor.

Also present were Agricultural Program 
Coordinator George B. Vallente, SAAD 
Provincial Coordinator Roger Dave F. 
Gramatica, Barangay Sianan Captain 
Euberto B. Badivas, SB Member Ricky 
Tuanda SAAD LGU focal person Rose 
Gandamon and other LGU personnel. ### 
(Aimee Lou Madjus and Natalianne Marie 
Delos Reyes)
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August 29, 2021

SORSOGON, August 24, 2021 – Fifty 
farmers in Sorsogon received Php 
1,124,000 worth of poultry inputs from the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program as start-up capital for the Egg 
Production Project in Matnog and Sta. 
Magdalena.

The SAAD Program conducted two 
separate turnover ceremonies for the 
distribution of 800 free-range chickens with 
the assistance of the municipal local 
government units (LGU) who welcomed the 
DA’s project for their constituents through 
technical and logistics support.

On August 5, DA-SAAD handed over 400 
free-range Kabir chickens (two months old) 
to the 20 members of Hidhid Farmers’ 
Association.

Supplementary materials such as chicken 
feeds, feeders, drinkers, net screens, and 
biologics were also provided to complete 
the livelihood package. The group will raise 

the poultry in a 1,000 square meters 
communal area.

During the ceremony, Municipal Agricultural 
Officer (MAO) Emmanuel De Guzman, 
expressed his support for the SAAD 
initiatives. He said, “Naimod ko na danison 
ining proyekto na ini lalo na sa lugar palang 
asin urupudan, talagang mauswag ini. 
Kaming mga tawo sa gobyerno, yaon lang 
kami para mag gabay saindo. 
Nagpapasalamat kami sa SAAD Program 
dahil kami ay maswerte na saro sa mga 
natawan kaining mga manok na siguradong 
makadanon san saato kabuhayan.”

[I have seen the benefits of this project 
that this will be successful because of the 
area and association’s unity. We, the
government workers, are just here to guide 
you. We are grateful to the SAAD Program 
for choosing us to benefit from this project 
which will surely help in our livelihood.]

On August 11, the San Eugenio Animal 
Farmers’ Association consisting of 30 
members also received 400 free-range 
chickens with feeds, feeders, drinkers, net 
screens, and biologics reared in the 
farmers’ own areas.

“Kung dadanunan ta anay an saato sadiri, 
diri niyo aram na dadanunan naman niyo 
an iyo kagrupo nan organisasyon kay 
nagbabatog talaga an pag-uswag sa ato 
sadiri,” Sta. Magdalena MAO Myra Escarda 
shared.

[Success should begin within yourself so 
that your organization will also succeed.]

San Eugenio Animal Farmers’ Association 
chairperson Ronaldo Favor expressed his 
gratitude to the SAAD Program.

“Sana pirmi kita magkasararo asin 
magdaranunan para sa ikauunlad kan ato 
manokan san ato asosasyon. Sa SAAD, 
daghan salamat dahil maswerte kita na kita 
an napili na mahatagan sin manok kaya 
atamanon ta ini san mayad hanggang sa 
dumaghan asin mag uswag,” Ronaldo said.

[I hope that we will always be united and 
will help each other for the progress of our 
chicken production in our association. To 
SAAD, thank you very much, as we are 

lucky to be chosen as recipients of the egg 
production inputs, therefore, we will take 
good care of them until they multiply and 
grow.]

According to SAAD Provincial Coordinator 
Mary Rose Detera, the two farmers’ 
associations were selected as beneficiaries 
of the Egg Production Project because of 
their areas’ suitability for chicken raising 
and the group’s capacity to manage their 
livelihood.

The groups are committed to sustaining 
their livelihood project and assigned tasks 
for the members. It included monitoring of 
the stock to ensure the good health of the 
animals and avoid possible mortality, 
regular cleaning of housing, and preparing 
fermented plant juice and fermented fruit 
juice as a food supplement for the chickens 
weekly.

Prior to the input distribution, the SAAD 
Sorsogon team conducted basic training for 
poultry production in partnership with the 
LGU and MAO.

The chickens are expected to lay eggs by 
December. The groups are planning to 
supply eggs in their localities. ### (Pauline 
Trixia Borja and Angelica Blanco)

SAAD aids Apayao farmers with 
fruit trees and peanut livelihood

cater to seedlings.

Apayao LGU-assigned focal person Rhea 
B. Garcia emphasized the urgency of 
planting the seedlings to avoid mortalities.

She said the Municipal Agricultural 
Office will conduct constant monitoring to 
cater to any assistance needed by the 
beneficiaries.

“Iti counterpart iti Municipal Agricultural 
Office ket tumulong kin i-assure nga  
agkay-kasya tayu nga rugyanan iti pinag 
mula tapno 100% tayu nga malpas nga 
imula agituy naited nga 1,200 pieces of 
lanzones seedlings ijay production area yo 
within the end of the month,” shared Ms. 
Garcia.

[Our counterpart is to ensure and assist the 
association in transplanting the seedlings. 
We aim to achieve that at the end of the 
month, these 1,200 pieces of lanzones are 
already transplanted to their respective 
production areas.] ### (Kathleen Faye 
Agonoy)

August 26, 2021

APAYAO, August 25, 2021 – The 
Nagbabalayan Farmers and Fisherfolks 
Association (NFFA) in Kabugao, Apayao 
received the first set of inputs of the 
Integrated Fruit Trees and Peanut Project 
from the Department of Agriculture – 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program.

The inputs, which consists of 1,200 
lanzones seedlings and 60 plastic crates 
worth Php 931,230 under FY 2021 fund, 
were awarded to the NFFA on August 10.

The project aims at helping farmers 
strengthen fruit production capacity since 
their area is also a rising fruit basket in 
Apayao.

The said association is composed of 20 
beneficiaries from the indigenous Isnag 
community who received 60 seedlings and 
three plastic trays each. 

“Umuna, kayat ko nga pasalamatan iti 
Diyos iti agnanayun nga blessings. Dakel 
nga pinagyaman mi iti SAAD Program, kin 
iti agnanayun nga suporta iti implementers, 
nga uray kasanu iti kinaadayu iti lugar mi 
umay da lata nga dumanun tapno maikkan 
kami iti supporta nga mabalin pagbiyagan. 
Kin nangrunruna ita nga pandemya, 
itul-tuluy yu lata iti dumanun tapno 
matulungan kami. Etuy nga proyekto iti 

babaen ti Fruit Trees and Peanut 
Production nga apan mi rugyanan ket 
namnamaen mi nga makatulong to nga 
mangted kanyami iti pagbiyagan bilang fruit 
producers,” shared NFFA chairperson 
Frederick O. Balbal.

[First, I would like to thank God for the 
unending blessings. Knowing that we live in 
remote areas, the SAAD Program and its 
implementers continue to provide us with 
livelihood assistance. Now that we are in 
the midst of a crisis, I would also like to 
mention also that SAAD field implementers 
are risking their lives just to provide us with 
technical support. As we begin with Fruit 
Trees and Peanut Production, we are 
hoping that this will help us in terms of 
livelihood as we turn into efficient fruit 
producers.]

The second component scheduled for 
delivery consists of 300 kilograms of peanut 
seeds, 60 bags of fertilizer, 20 bags of urea, 
10 drying nets, 10 brush cutters, and two 
power tillers worth Php 763,380. They will 
be turned over once lockdown measures 
against COVID-19 have been lifted. Peanut 
seeds will be cultivated in around 
20-hectare clustered areas.

As part of the social preparation, SAAD 
Project Development Officer Shermyn 
Pecban said that each of the beneficiaries 
was validated for having at least 2,500 
square meters (sqm) of production area to 

Godod FAs receive Php 1M worth inputs, 
machinery for rice, vegetable production

August 24, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, August 20, 
2021 – Regional Executive Director Rad 
Donn Cedeño of the Department of 
Agriculture-Region 9 led the turnover of 
agricultural inputs and farm machinery 
worth Php 1,011,000 in Sianan, Godod, 
Zamboanga del Norte on August 12.

Through the DA – Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program, 
the three identified farmers and irrigators 
associations, namely: Sianan Makogihon 
Farmers’ Association (SMFA) (40 
members), Lomogom Irrigators Association 
(25 members), and Gutayan-Domalinao 
Irrigators’ Association (40 members) 

received the livelihood project.

SAAD provided 60 bags of organic 
fertilizers, 70 bags of inorganic fertilizers, 
and some assorted vegetable seeds per 
association. SMFA also received one unit 
thresher and one unit rice mill. On the other 
hand, Gutayan-Domalinao Irrigators’ 
Association received one unit of rice mill. 
Each package of intervention is good for 
approximately 12 hectares.

The interventions provided are under the 
FY 2020 and 2021 Upland Rice Production 
project of the program.

“The DA and other government agencies 
will remain steadfast in providing the 
support you need, so you do not have to 
worry,” assured RED Cedeño.

continue to next page

Emphasizing on the importance of the 
farmers’ role in making the project 
successful, Godod Mayor Abel Matildo 
urged the farmers to do their part in 
sustaining the livelihood project.

“Since you are provided with immediate 
assistance by the government, all you have 
to invest is the diligence and dedication for 
the development of your association and 
your way of living,” said the Mayor.

Also present were Agricultural Program 
Coordinator George B. Vallente, SAAD 
Provincial Coordinator Roger Dave F. 
Gramatica, Barangay Sianan Captain 
Euberto B. Badivas, SB Member Ricky 
Tuanda SAAD LGU focal person Rose 
Gandamon and other LGU personnel. ### 
(Aimee Lou Madjus and Natalianne Marie 
Delos Reyes)



SAAD Region 8 delivers layer 
chicken production inputs to 7 FAs

August 23, 2021

TACLOBAN CITY, August 23, 2021 – The 
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development Program 
(SAAD) in Region 8 delivered Php 8 million 
worth of Layer Chicken Egg Production 
Project interventions to seven groups in 
Leyte and Southern Leyte.

Each association received 960 
ready–to–lay chickens with feeds worth 
Php 1,161,050 from August 2 to 17.

The five group beneficiaries in Leyte were 
Abango Small Coconut Farmers 
Association (23 members) and Bulod 
Agriculture Cooperative (33) from Barugo; 
St. Isidore Greenfield Community 
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August 24, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, August 20, 
2021 – Regional Executive Director Rad 
Donn Cedeño of the Department of 
Agriculture-Region 9 led the turnover of 
agricultural inputs and farm machinery 
worth Php 1,011,000 in Sianan, Godod, 
Zamboanga del Norte on August 12.

Through the DA – Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program, 
the three identified farmers and irrigators 
associations, namely: Sianan Makogihon 
Farmers’ Association (SMFA) (40 
members), Lomogom Irrigators Association 
(25 members), and Gutayan-Domalinao 
Irrigators’ Association (40 members) 

received the livelihood project.

SAAD provided 60 bags of organic 
fertilizers, 70 bags of inorganic fertilizers, 
and some assorted vegetable seeds per 
association. SMFA also received one unit 
thresher and one unit rice mill. On the other 
hand, Gutayan-Domalinao Irrigators’ 
Association received one unit of rice mill. 
Each package of intervention is good for 
approximately 12 hectares.

The interventions provided are under the 
FY 2020 and 2021 Upland Rice Production 
project of the program.

“The DA and other government agencies 
will remain steadfast in providing the 
support you need, so you do not have to 
worry,” assured RED Cedeño.

Emphasizing on the importance of the 
farmers’ role in making the project 
successful, Godod Mayor Abel Matildo 
urged the farmers to do their part in 
sustaining the livelihood project.

“Since you are provided with immediate 
assistance by the government, all you have 
to invest is the diligence and dedication for 
the development of your association and 
your way of living,” said the Mayor.

Also present were Agricultural Program 
Coordinator George B. Vallente, SAAD 
Provincial Coordinator Roger Dave F. 
Gramatica, Barangay Sianan Captain 
Euberto B. Badivas, SB Member Ricky 
Tuanda SAAD LGU focal person Rose 
Gandamon and other LGU personnel. ### 
(Aimee Lou Madjus and Natalianne Marie 
Delos Reyes)

Association (27) in Sta. Fe; San Antonio 
Rural Improvement Club Association (32) 
from Dulag; and Matin–ao Farmers 
Association (22) from Burauen.

On the other hand, the recipients in 
Southern Leyte were Mapgap Farmers 
Association (24) from Tomas Oppus and 
Cantamuac Farmers Association (17) from 
Malitbog.

The 115 bags of feeds delivered are good 
for two months. Two other batches of 115 
sacks of feeds will be delivered for each 
association before the start of the second 
and fourth months to complete the 6-month 
supply provided for the project. ### 
(Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)



SAAD jumpstarts backyard cattle 
raising in Negros Oriental

August 24, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, August 20, 
2021 – Regional Executive Director Rad 
Donn Cedeño of the Department of 
Agriculture-Region 9 led the turnover of 
agricultural inputs and farm machinery 
worth Php 1,011,000 in Sianan, Godod, 
Zamboanga del Norte on August 12.

Through the DA – Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program, 
the three identified farmers and irrigators 
associations, namely: Sianan Makogihon 
Farmers’ Association (SMFA) (40 
members), Lomogom Irrigators Association 
(25 members), and Gutayan-Domalinao 
Irrigators’ Association (40 members) 

received the livelihood project.

SAAD provided 60 bags of organic 
fertilizers, 70 bags of inorganic fertilizers, 
and some assorted vegetable seeds per 
association. SMFA also received one unit 
thresher and one unit rice mill. On the other 
hand, Gutayan-Domalinao Irrigators’ 
Association received one unit of rice mill. 
Each package of intervention is good for 
approximately 12 hectares.

The interventions provided are under the 
FY 2020 and 2021 Upland Rice Production 
project of the program.

“The DA and other government agencies 
will remain steadfast in providing the 
support you need, so you do not have to 
worry,” assured RED Cedeño.

Emphasizing on the importance of the 
farmers’ role in making the project 
successful, Godod Mayor Abel Matildo 
urged the farmers to do their part in 
sustaining the livelihood project.

“Since you are provided with immediate 
assistance by the government, all you have 
to invest is the diligence and dedication for 
the development of your association and 
your way of living,” said the Mayor.

Also present were Agricultural Program 
Coordinator George B. Vallente, SAAD 
Provincial Coordinator Roger Dave F. 
Gramatica, Barangay Sianan Captain 
Euberto B. Badivas, SB Member Ricky 
Tuanda SAAD LGU focal person Rose 
Gandamon and other LGU personnel. ### 
(Aimee Lou Madjus and Natalianne Marie 
Delos Reyes)
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August 21, 2021

NEGROS ORIENTAL, August 16, 2021 – 
The Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program alloted Php 3.4 million 
worth of inputs for Cattle Fattening Project 
for beneficiaries in Siaton, Basay, and 
Canlaon, Negros Oriental.

Basay and Siaton cattle raising

Fifteen farmers of Cabalayongan Farmers 
Savings Association (CFSA) in Basay, 
Negros Oriental received specialized 
training in Cattle Feedlot and Management 
Practices with assistance from DA’s 
Livestock Program and Regulatory 
Division.

Cattle production and fattening as well as 
forage establishment were discussed 
during the lecture. A demonstration on 
silage-making was also conducted to help 
secure cattle feed when drought season 
comes.

Each farmer also received interventions 

which included one female cattle 
(Php 33,000 per head), one bag of grower 
feeds (Php 1,650), and vitamins (Php 522). 
All in all, the total project cost provided to 
CFSA is Php 525,580.

On the other hand, the Tayak Proper 
Farmers Association (15 members), Mainit 
Tayak FA (10 members), and Cabangahan 
Tayak FA (10 members) in Siaton also 
attended the said training.

Each group received five male cattle 
(Php 33,000 per head), one bag of grower 
feeds (Php 1,650), and vitamins (Php 522). 
The intervention has a total cost of 
Php 525,580.

A shredder for forage worth Php 330,000 
was also provided to be shared by the 
groups, which are part of the Siaton 
Municipal Federated Farmers Association 
(SIMUFFA).

continue to next page
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For sustainability purposes, the association 
will adopt a pass-on scheme for the 
identified next-in-line beneficiary.

The beneficiaries are obliged to inform the 
Office of the Municipal Agriculturist through 
the association of the sold cattle and give 
30% share from the gross sales. This 
means that 70% of the sales will go to the 
farmer while 30% will go to the association.

MOA signing for additional 
project in Canlaon

Thirty (30) beneficiaries from Barangay 
Bucalam Farmers and Irrigators Association 
(10 members), Barangay Budlasan 
Agri-Farm Family Irrigators Association (10 
members), and Barangay Masulog 

Agro-Forestry Farmers Association (10 
members) signed a Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA) on Cattle Fattening 
Project on July 28.

The farmers will receive Php 2 million worth 
of interventions which include 30 male 
cattles, 30 bags of feeds, drugs and 
biologics, a shredder, and training.

Mayor Batchuk Cardenas, Representative 
Ronilo Landesa Llanes, Chairman of the 
Committee on Agriculture and City 
Agriculturist Andrea Cabanes Canoy, and 
SAAD Area Coordinator Ralph Guinit were 
present during the signing. ### (Jolina 
Daño and Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)



11 SAAD Siquijor groups receive 
additional support to dragon fruit,

corn production projects

August 10, 2021

SIQUIJOR, August 9, 2021 – The 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
program Region 7 turned over 50 units of 
20-kilogram (kg) capacity weighing scales 
worth Php 192,500 to 11 farmer groups in 
Siquijor on July 28.

Forty units of the weighing scales were 
given to the Dragon Fruit Pioneer 
Producers Association of Siquijor (40 
members) under the Support to Dragon 
Fruit Production Project.

Under the Corn-Peanut Production Project, 
10 units (one per association) were 
distributed to Hugpong sa mga Makugihong 
Magbabaol sa Cang-asa (50 members), 
Pasihagon Tongo FA (55 members), 
Kahayag FA (55 members), Logucan 
Livelihood FA (44 members), Cangmangki 
FA (30 members), Cambalaguio Balogo 
Corn and Peanut Growers Association (56 
members), The Old Enchanted Corn and 
Peanut Producers Association (56 
members), Gabayan Corn and Peanut 
Producers Association (83 members), 
Timbaon Corn and Peanut Producers 
Association (39 members), and Tambisan 
FA (40 members).

The said equipment will be useful to the 
groups’ active participation at the monthly 

KADIWA Market Day.

The distribution was held at the DA 
Provincial Agriculture Technology 
Coordinating Office (PATCO), North 
Poblacion, Larena, Siquijor.

Glen Tambajoyot, president of Hugpong sa 
mga Makugihong Magbabaol sa Cang-asa 
of Cang-asa, expressed his gratitude to the 
government and the SAAD Program for 
providing interventions which are useful 
from planting to marketing.

Office of the Provincial Agriculturist 
Emigdio P. Coretico, High Value Crops 
Development Program (HVCDP) Provincial 
Coordinator Lowel B. Salve, Corn and 
Cassava Provincial Coordinator Jimbo 
Israel C. Casalta, Agriculturist II Rodolfo S. 
Anulacion, Senior Science Research 
Specialist – Inspector Pepito N. Balolong, 
SAAD Provincial Coordinator Agnes 
Guanella M. Café, and SAAD Siquijor were 
present for the distribution of intervention.

DA SAAD Region 7 has allocated a budget 
of Php 533,500 for Support to the 
Corn-Peanut Production Project and Php 
180,400 for Support to the Dragon Fruit 
Production Project in 2021. All other 
interventions under the said projects will be 
distributed in the coming months. ### 
(Jolina Daño and Natalianne Marie Delos 
Reyes)

SAAD Program continues to uplift lives 
through agri-inputs to expansion areas

August 6, 2021

MOUNTAIN PROVINCE, August 5, 2021 – 
The Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program in Cordillera 
Administrative Region (CAR) reassured its 
commitment to alleviate poverty among 
Cordillerans during the simultaneous 
agricultural intervention awarding and 
farmer livestock school launching in 
Mountain Province.

SAAD National Deputy Director Ulysses J. 
Lustria Jr. led multiple agricultural inputs 
awarding ceremonies in Sadanga and 
Besao. The municipalities house four 
expansion barangays namely Agawa, 
Gueday, Tamboan (Besao) and Betwagan 
(Sadanga).

In the awarding held at Besao, 265 
beneficiaries from three farmers and 
fishers’ cooperatives and associations 
(FCAs) received the SAAD livelihood 
projects. The groups are Agawa Farmers 
and Fisherfolk Association (AFFA) with 30 
members; Tamboan Farmers Fisher Folks 
and Irrigators Association (TFFFIA) with 
105 members; and Gueday Integrated 
Farmers and Fisherfolk Association 
(GIFFFA) with 130 members.

Agricultural inputs awarded reached around 
Php 4 million under diverse projects picked 
based on the associations’ needs. 

Vegetable Production (Php 362,080), Brown 
Egg Production (Php 1.1 million), Integrated 
Fruit Trees and Free-Range Chicken 
Production (Php 1.03 million), and 
Integrated Carabao Raising and Heirloom 
Rice Production (Php 1.5 million) are the 
livelihood projects provided.

In the municipality of Sadanga, agricultural 
inputs worth Php 4.2 million were awarded 
to another five FCAs under the Integrated 
Carabao Raising and Heirloom Rice 
Production, and Swine Repopulation 
projects.

FCAs receiving inputs for swine 
repopulation follow a roll-over scheme that 
chooses 10 first-in-line beneficiaries per 
group.

The Catengan-Bunga Rise-up Farmers 
Association (CBRFA), Anabel Farmers and 
Fisherfolks Association, Amkabigat Farmers 
and Fisherfolk Association in Sacasacan, 
and the  Bekigan Farmers Association 
received initial swine repopulation inputs 
for the first 10 beneficiaries per 
association. The Betwagan Farmers and 
Fisherfolks Association received initial 30 
heads of draft carabaos for the first 30 
members.

continue to next page
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Received interventions during the awarding 
were initial inputs for the listed projects in 
Mountain Province. Other agricultural 
inputs will be delivered according to 
schedule and in compliance with the new 
community restrictions.

Farmer Livestock School (FLS) launch

As part of the intensified educational and 
livelihood campaign for swine repopulation, 
42 SAAD swine raisers participated in the 
launch of the FLS, a parallel response to 
the DA’s national campaign for swine 
repopulation.

The localized FLS organized by the SAAD 
Program was participated by 10 members 
of the Catengan – Bunga Rise-up Farmers 
Association in the municipality of Besao. 
The 32 other swine raisers came from 
Sadanga municipality in barangays Anabel 
(10), Bekigan (10), and Sacasacan (12).

Repopulation beneficiaries were also 
awarded livestock support under the Swine 
Repopulation Integrated Carabao Raising 
and Heirloom Rice Production Project 
(Anabel and Sacasacan) and the Swine 
Repopulation Project in Bekigan. 
Participants also received farm biosecurity 
kits consisting of scrub suits and rubber 
boots.

SAAD-CAR Operations Officer Balag-ey 
Claver explained the importance of 
distributing agricultural projects through the 
SAAD Program as the materialization of its 
commitment. 

“It is the continuing aim of SAAD to 
distribute these agricultural interventions on 
animals, crops, and fisheries to identified 
indigent beneficiaries with the help of 
corresponding offices in the regional and 
provincial levels,” he said.

“Right now there is a SAAD mid-term 
assessment done by a third party studying 
the program’s implementation from 2017 to 
2022. They are there to get evidence on the 
impact of the program because this is what 

the House is also looking for. They also 
have interests in extending and expanding 
the SAAD and we are hopeful that we will 
produce this evidence,” SAAD National 
Deputy Director Lustria shared.

DA-CAR Regional Executive Director 
Cameron Odsey reiterates the importance 
of the roll-over scheme in the repopulation 
program, as the transfer of offspring 
ensures sustainability and hopes that the 
rudiments of swine management obtained 
through the FLS shall indeed roll-over to the 
next-in-line beneficiaries.

Dir. Odsey added that the intensified 
educational campaign is participated by 
different concerned agencies ensuring DA’s 
commitment to the success of the program.

The training will also impart bookkeeping 
basics and impact assessment, and the 
opportunity to be accredited as a Technical 
Education and Skills Development Authority 
or TESDA Facilitator on swine 
management.

The Mountain Province local government 
unit (LGU) displays continued support of 
the SAAD Program as officials graced said 
turnover. Present during the events is 
House Representative Maximo Y. Dalog Jr., 
Governor Bonifacio Lacwasan Jr., Vice 
Governor Francis Tauli, Sangguniang 
Panlalawigan representatives, and the 
representatives of the Office of the 
Provincial Agriculturist. 

Besao Mayor Johnson Bantog II and 
Sadanga Mayor Gabino Ganggangan also 
thanked SAAD during the turnover events 
in their respective municipalities. ### 
(Jessa Mae Gabon and Jonathan Llanes)
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enrich the livelihood opportunity.

He said, “…kung gaano ta kapadaba ang 
satuyang pamilya, ituring ta man na 
pamilya ang mga kanding. Atamanon tang 
marhay para sa maabot na panahon, yaon 
na digdi ang kadaklan na produkto kan 
kambingan.”

[Treat these goats with the same affection 
we have for our loved ones. Give them the 
care they need so when the time comes, we 
will be blessed by the products that came 
from them.]

Before the awarding, recipients of the 
livestock inputs underwent training on goat 
production conducted by the SAAD 
Program in partnership with the LGU in 
February 2021. ### (Jessa Mae Gabon)

August 6, 2021

SORSOGON, August 5, 2021 – Sorsogon 
farmers received 100 goats from the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural (DA-SAAD) Program as a 
boot-up input for livestock production in 
Pilar on July 30.

Fifty-four (54) members of the Sacnangan 
Farmers Association got 80 does, 20 
upgraded bucks, planting materials, 
laminated sacks, drums, biologics, and 
forage chopper under the SAAD’s Provision 
of Goats and Feeds Project.

The interventions were turned over at a 
ceremony led by the SAAD Program 
Provincial Coordinator Mary Rose Detera, 
and Area Coordinator Jonas Guañizo held 
in Brgy. Sacnangan.

The farmers of Brgy. Sacnangan were 
chosen by the SAAD Program because of 
their area’s capacity to raise and feed the 
goats and in turn become the local 
distributor of goats and their by-products.

The SAAD-established association was 
organized in June 2020 and is a recognized 
farmer group under the Department of 
Labor and Employment.

Pilar local government unit (LGU) is in full 
support of the SAAD project for its 
constituents, having officials as attendees 
and witnesses of the turnover ceremony. 
Present in the event were Municipal Vice 
Mayor of Pilar Hon. Luis Leosala Jr.,  LGU 
Livestock Coordinator Mrs. Marife Duza, 
BFAW (Barangay Fisheries and Agriculture 
Workers ) Victor Rivera, Kagawad Anabel 
Borabon, Committee on Agriculture 
Kagawad Rolly Nebreja, and Barangay 
Secretary Ednalyn Prencepe.

Before the turnover, health supplements 
and technical assistance were administered 
by the LGU livestock coordinator with the 
help of municipal agriculturist Jay-ar 
Alcantarato securing the animals’ good 
condition.

“Dakulang pasasalamat mi sa SAAD 
Program dahil kung wara sinda, dai kita 

kaini magkakaigwa. Ngunyan na nakapuon 
na kita, padaguson asin pauswagon ta 
ining tinaong ayuda kang gobyerno. 
Gigibuhon ko ang gabos na makakaya ko 
bilang Presidente kan asosasyon na 
padakulaon ang satuyang proyekto sa 
kandingan tanganing sa masunod na 
opisyales na masalida, mapadagos ninda 
ang satuyang napuonan,” Sacnangan FA 
chairperson Mr. Carlos Yuzon expressed 
his gratitude to the program after being 
selected as recipients among the 49 
barangays in Pilar.

[My overwhelming gratitude to the SAAD 
Program because they give us the chance 
to start a small livelihood. With this grant, I 
encourage everyone to fulfill our 
obligations. As the president of the 
association, I will make sure that this goat 
project will prosper and eventually turn this 
to the next generation of association 
members.]

Recognizing the benefits of the program’s 
inputs to the farmers of Pilar, Vice Mayor 
Leosala encourages them to own and 

Provision of 100 goats to start local production in Sorsogon
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Mangyan FAs receive postharvest 
equipment from SAAD

August 6, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, August 5, 2021 
– Four Ratagnon-Mangyan farmers’ 
associations (FAs) from Magsaysay 
received equipment from the Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program to help 
modernize crop postharvest activities of 
Occidental Mindoro farmers.

In total, 174 farmers from Magsaysay will 
benefit from the equipment, which were 
awarded at the Magsaysay Municipal 
Grounds through the Municipal Agriculture 
Office and local government unit on August 
3.

The Calachuchi Alibog Corn Farmers 
Association (CACFA) with 43 members and 
Samahang Ratagnon ng Sitio Bamban 
(SRSB) with 60 members each received a 
collapsible dryer and a hermetic storage 
cocoon with 1 metric ton (mt) capacity for 
their corn production.

Meanwhile, the Calachuchi Indigenous 
Farmers Association (CIFA) with 22 
members engaged in cassava production 

received two hermetic storage cocoons with 
5mt capacity and another two with 1mt 
capacity.

Forty-nine (49) upland rice farmers of 
Talayob Mangyan Farmers Association 
(TaMa FA) were also awarded five 
collapsible dryers and five hermetic storage 
cocoons with 1mt capacity.

The interventions, which cost Php 872,516, 
aims to aid the farmers for their postharvest 
production for corn, cassava, and rice.

The equipment will provide safe storage for 
the farmers’ dried products as well as 
maintain their quality.

TaMaFa chairperson Louie Lingas 
expressed his gratitude on behalf of their 
community, “Maraming salamat po sa 
ibinigay ng SAAD sa amin. Malaking bagay 
ito para [hindi masira at] makaimbak kami 
ng aming mga produkto,” he said.

[We are grateful for the interventions that 
we receive from SAAD. This will greatly 
help us dry and store our products safely.]

Representatives from the four associations 
attended the awarding as participants were 
limited due to health restrictions and 
difficult traveling conditions from their 
residence to the awarding site. Some 
members of the TaMa FA had to travel on 
carabaos because of the knee-deep muddy 
roads in their area.

CACFA and SRSB previously received corn 
production inputs (OPV white corn seeds, 
corn planter, and asian hybrid); TaMaFA 
was awarded farm implements and 
traditional rice seeds; and CIFA got farm 
implements and cassava production 
packages from SAAD in 2020. ### (Jolina 
Daño and Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)

Buhid-Hanunuo Mangyan cassava producers 
receive 35 draft carabaos from SAAD Program
August 4, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, August 3, 2021 
– Two indigenous Mangyan farmers’ 
associations (FA) in San Jose, Occidental 
Mindoro received the first set of caraheifer 
(female carabaos) comprising 35 heads 
from the Department of Agriculture – 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program on July 26.

The Samahang Buhid at Hanunuo ng Brgy. 
Naibuan (SBHBN) with 28 members and 
Samahang Magsasaka ng Sitio Ibanag 
(SMSI) with 27 members received the draft 
animals in Sitio Naitan, a neighboring sitio 
near Brgy. Naibuan, San Jose.

Brgy. Naibuan, where the beneficiaries 
reside, is one of the 19 End Local 
Communist Armed Conflict (ELCAC) areas 
in Occidental Mindoro.

Despite the challenging terrain made worse 
by the bad weather, the Buhid-Hanunuo 
Mangyan beneficiaries of the program 
pressed forward through rivers and rocky 

roads to get their long-awaited caraheifers 
to aid them in their cassava farming.

The two associations were scheduled to 
receive 60 heads of caraheifers (30 for 
each group) if not for the inclement weather 
impeding the delivery. The second batch of 
caraheifers (25 head) will be awarded as 
soon as the weather improves and the 
roads become more accessible.

The project which costs Php 2,064,000 
aims to help the IPs with their cassava 
production to aid farm labor since machin-
ery is not ideal for the land the beneficiaries 
used to cultivate due to its terrain.

“Ang SAAD ay espesyal na programa na 
tutulong sa inyo (mga katutubo) na 
magkaroon ng hanapbuhay at maging 
matagumpay,” [SAAD is a special program 
to help you (IPs) to have a livelihood and be 
successful], said SAAD Regional Technical 
Director for Operations Engr. Elmer T. Ferry 
during the awarding ceremony at Sitio 
Naitan.

Occidental Mindoro Governor Eduardo 
Gadiano emphasized that poverty is 
widespread among areas with armed 
conflict. In response, the DA-SAAD 
livelihood assistance is aimed at 
encouraging community members to 
engage in agriculture as an alternative 
income resource. This is seen as a step to 
empower community members despite 
threats to peace and order in their 
communities.

Mangyan Affairs representative Roger 
Calaranan, National Commission on 
Indigenous People (NCIP) Focal Person 
Angelita Altayo, San Jose Municipal 
Agriculturist Romel Calingasan, and 
Provincial ELCAC  coordinator Voltaire 
Valdez were present during the awarding. 
The activity was escorted by the 4th 
Infantry Battalion 2nd Division.

Angelito Ero and Ronnie Furtunato, 
chairpersons of SBHBN and SMSI, 
respectively, expressed their gratitude on 
behalf of their members. “Nagpapasalamat 
kami sa Diyos at sa SAAD sa mga tulong 
na natatanggap namin. Malaking tulong ito 
dahil matagal na naming hinihiling na 
magkaroon ng kalabaw para mapadali ang 
aming pagsasaka.”

[We thank God and SAAD for the help that 
we receive. This is a great help because we 
have always wanted to have caraheifers to 
make our farm labors easier.]

The SBHBN, and SMSI FAs became SAAD 
beneficiaries in 2020 and received 150,000 
pieces of cassava cuttings in support for 
their cassava production and other 
alternative livelihoods such as lowland 
vegetable seeds, improved free-range 
chicken, improved native goat, and plastic 
mesh. ### (Dianne Francis Sy)
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August 4, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, August 3, 2021 
– Two indigenous Mangyan farmers’ 
associations (FA) in San Jose, Occidental 
Mindoro received the first set of caraheifer 
(female carabaos) comprising 35 heads 
from the Department of Agriculture – 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program on July 26.

The Samahang Buhid at Hanunuo ng Brgy. 
Naibuan (SBHBN) with 28 members and 
Samahang Magsasaka ng Sitio Ibanag 
(SMSI) with 27 members received the draft 
animals in Sitio Naitan, a neighboring sitio 
near Brgy. Naibuan, San Jose.

Brgy. Naibuan, where the beneficiaries 
reside, is one of the 19 End Local 
Communist Armed Conflict (ELCAC) areas 
in Occidental Mindoro.

Despite the challenging terrain made worse 
by the bad weather, the Buhid-Hanunuo 
Mangyan beneficiaries of the program 
pressed forward through rivers and rocky 

roads to get their long-awaited caraheifers 
to aid them in their cassava farming.

The two associations were scheduled to 
receive 60 heads of caraheifers (30 for 
each group) if not for the inclement weather 
impeding the delivery. The second batch of 
caraheifers (25 head) will be awarded as 
soon as the weather improves and the 
roads become more accessible.

The project which costs Php 2,064,000 
aims to help the IPs with their cassava 
production to aid farm labor since machin-
ery is not ideal for the land the beneficiaries 
used to cultivate due to its terrain.

“Ang SAAD ay espesyal na programa na 
tutulong sa inyo (mga katutubo) na 
magkaroon ng hanapbuhay at maging 
matagumpay,” [SAAD is a special program 
to help you (IPs) to have a livelihood and be 
successful], said SAAD Regional Technical 
Director for Operations Engr. Elmer T. Ferry 
during the awarding ceremony at Sitio 
Naitan.

Occidental Mindoro Governor Eduardo 
Gadiano emphasized that poverty is 
widespread among areas with armed 
conflict. In response, the DA-SAAD 
livelihood assistance is aimed at 
encouraging community members to 
engage in agriculture as an alternative 
income resource. This is seen as a step to 
empower community members despite 
threats to peace and order in their 
communities.

Mangyan Affairs representative Roger 
Calaranan, National Commission on 
Indigenous People (NCIP) Focal Person 
Angelita Altayo, San Jose Municipal 
Agriculturist Romel Calingasan, and 
Provincial ELCAC  coordinator Voltaire 
Valdez were present during the awarding. 
The activity was escorted by the 4th 
Infantry Battalion 2nd Division.

Angelito Ero and Ronnie Furtunato, 
chairpersons of SBHBN and SMSI, 
respectively, expressed their gratitude on 
behalf of their members. “Nagpapasalamat 
kami sa Diyos at sa SAAD sa mga tulong 
na natatanggap namin. Malaking tulong ito 
dahil matagal na naming hinihiling na 
magkaroon ng kalabaw para mapadali ang 
aming pagsasaka.”

[We thank God and SAAD for the help that 
we receive. This is a great help because we 
have always wanted to have caraheifers to 
make our farm labors easier.]

The SBHBN, and SMSI FAs became SAAD 
beneficiaries in 2020 and received 150,000 
pieces of cassava cuttings in support for 
their cassava production and other 
alternative livelihoods such as lowland 
vegetable seeds, improved free-range 
chicken, improved native goat, and plastic 
mesh. ### (Dianne Francis Sy)

280 units SAAD livelihood projects benefit 
540 indigenous Kalinga fisherfolk

August 2, 2021

KALINGA, July 23, 2021 – Through the 
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
(BFAR) – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program, 280 units of 
pond culture livelihood packages were 
distributed to indigenous fisherfolk 
communities in Kalinga from June 29 to 
July 8.

A total of 540 BFAR-SAAD fishers received 
a pond culture livelihood package, with 
each unit comprising 1,000 tilapia 
fingerlings and 10 bags of feeds intended 
for one cropping period requiring an area of 
200 square meters (sqm). This initiative 
was able to serve a total of 5.6 hectare fish 
pond area scattered around the province.

The project, which cost Php 2.8 million, was 
distributed to beneficiaries from Balbalan 
(137 fishers), Rizal (14 fishers), Pasil (144 
fishers), Tabuk City (105 fishers), and 
Tanudan (140 fishers).

The inputs are aimed at assisting 
indigenous fisherfolk beneficiaries of the 
BFAR SAAD Program from 31 indigenous 
communities (Iguilayon, Igaddang, Idallac, 
Inannong, Imalbong, Iminanga, Iculminga, 
Ibiga, Itobog, Iab-abaan, Iposwoy, Ibuaya, 
Ibanao, Idao-angan, Igubang, Imabaca, 
Isalegseg, Ilubo, Igaang, Idacalan, Italoctoc, 
Ibiga, Ipangol, Iguina-ang, Ibalatoc, Itulgao, 
Idangtalan, Idalupa, Iableg, Ibalinciagao, 
and Icagaluan) in the province.

While some fishers are maintaining smaller 
areas than required by the project, they are 
bound to get half of the inputs (500 
fingerlings and 5 bags of feeds) per 
100sqm pond area. This scheme benefitted 
fisherfolk considering that Cordillera 
Administrative Region has a sloping 
terrain.

According to Ms. Michelle Peralta, 

BFAR-SAAD CAR Focal Person, several 
considerations make it difficult for sloping 
terrain pond construction.

Unlike in the lowland areas, pond 
excavation in sloping terrains cannot be 
adjusted according to the desired size. It 
may only be built in available and safe 
areas that can be flatten, with prevention of 
soil erosion a high priority.

As pond water tends to be heavy, dike 
support in sloping areas is crucial in 
maintaining the pond.

The fingerlings take months to culture with 
a 60-80% survival rate. Due to low fish 
sufficiency in the province, the BFAR-SAAD 
Program strengthens its efforts to increase 
local fish production for table food 
consumption and local market supply.

The beneficiaries of the program were 
registered, profiled, and validated fisherfolk 
in the Juan Magsasaka Registration 
System – also called the National Farmers 
and Fisheries Information System (NFFIS).

NFFIS is a DA’s initiative to build a digital 
database information system of farmers 
and fisherfolk in the country for speedy 
access of monitoring including geotagging 
and geo-referencing lands and 
interventions. ### (Rodelyn Foronda)
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SAAD 11 distributes 80 upgraded goats to farmers in ELCAC areas

July 26, 2021

DAVAO DE ORO, July 23, 2021 – Eighty 
(80) members from two farmers’ 
associations (FAs) received 80 upgraded 
goats from the Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Region 11 to kickstart 
the program’s 2021 upgraded goat 
production project. The upgraded goats, 
8-10 months old and at least 17 kilograms 
(kg), were offspring from a Native and 
either an Anglo-Nubian or Boer pairing. 

Half of the beneficiaries were Mansaka, an 
IP community in barangay Manipongol, 
Maco – an End Local Communist Armed 
Conflict (ELCAC) area.

Panagsandug ng Mansaka Sang 
Manipongol (40 members) and Sangab 
Integrated Farmers’ Association (40 
members) were chosen as the first two 
recipients among the 34 FAs pipelined to 
secure the intervention.

Each FA was given 40 upgraded goats (36 
does, 4 bucks) with biologics consisting of 
dewormer (2 boxes), antibiotics (3 boxes), 
and multivitamins (6 boxes) worth more 
than Php 380,000. 

Prior to distribution, the goats were 
dewormed and made sure to be free of 
Caprine Arthritis Encephalitis (CAE) as well 
as Brucella. 

Based on felt needs assessment, upgraded 
goats were identified as an intervention for 
Geographically Isolated and Disadvantaged 
Areas (GIDA) and ELCAC areas because of 
the small ruminant’s hardiness and 
liveweight selling potential. 

Feed availability was also a major factor, as 
the hilly and mountainous parts of Davao 
de Oro provide plenty of grazing area for 
the animal.

For the entirety of the upgraded goat 
production project, SAAD Region 11 
allocated more than Php 13 million – Php 8 
million for District 2 and Php 4 million for 
District 1.

“Dawaton jud namo ni nga kinasing-kasing 
gayud ug walay pagtaphaw. Mapasalamot 
kami ug dako,”  Sangab Integrated Farmers 
Association chairperson Eugene Cabalida 
said. “Rest assured nga kani amoang 
alagaan ug palungtaron.”

(We receive this wholeheartedly and not 
superficially. We are grateful. Rest assured 
that we will take care of it and we’ll make it 
prosper.)

Upgraded goats can reproduce twice a 
year, and in just a few months, farmers can 
start to sell the ruminants. Usually sold by 
liveweight, upgraded goats fetch high 
prices in the market. In Davao de Oro, a 
15kg doe starts at Php 3,500.

Distribution

Maco Municipal Vice Mayor Arthur Carlos 
Voltaire Rimando attended both turnovers, 
challenging his constituents to make the 
project flourish.

“Mga kaigsuonan, ang brgy. Sangab…-
makita jud nato nga blessed mo kaayo. 
Pinangga kaayo mo sa atoang gobyerno. 
Dili ni basta-basta nga responsibilidad. Ang 
hagit nato ani, mulungtad. Ampingan nato 
ni. Nakataya ang pangalan sa barangay,” 
he said.

(My brothers, we can attest that barangay 
Sangab is blessed. You are loved by our 
government. This responsibility should not 
be taken lightly. Our challenge for this is 
that it should be sustained. Let’s take care 
of this. The barangay’s good name is at 
stake.)

Talking to the Mansaka IP community in 
Manipongol, he added, “Kaning 
Manipongol, basta naay maayohon, naa jud 
mo pirme kay inyong karakter naa juy 
pagpakabana.”

(Whenever there are interventions, brgy. 
Manipongol’s always front and center. This 
is because of your responsible character.)

“Kahibalo jud ko nga kani atoang mga 
kanding, mu-doble jud ni. Kay magdepende 
jud na siya sa asosasyon,” Maco Municipal 
Mayor Alvera Veronica Rimando, attending 
the distribution in barangay Sangab, 
remarked. “Kabalo pud ko nga si Kagawad 
Cabalida, kugihan. Mao nang musuporta 
jud mi.”

(We know that these goats will double in 
number. It will depend on the association. 
We also know that Councilor Cabalida is 
hardworking so the support is always 
there.)

SAAD Provincial Coordinator Jake Darren 
Colina reiterated the program’s mandate to 
the beneficiaries in both barangays, saying, 
“Maghinaot mi nga dili ni ninyo pakyason 
ang programa, kay ang tumong ani, 
muubos ang kawad-on ug mudugang sa 
atoang panginabuhian.”

(We hope that the project won’t be a failure, 
because the aim of this is to reduce poverty 
and add supplementary income.)

The upgraded goat production project is 
complemented by other production projects, 
namely banana, upgraded chicken, and 
mallard duck, all for the purpose of 
alleviating poverty and helping the farmers 
in supplementing their income. 

Thirty-two (32) more FAs across all 11 
municipalities in Davao de Oro are set to 
receive the same implements before the 
year ends. ### (James Brian Flaga)
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OccMin IP farmers receive 
cassava granulator from SAAD

July 19, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, July 16, 2021 – 
Twenty-three Ratagnon-Mangyan cassava 
producers of Magsaysay, Occidental 
Mindoro received a Php 220,000-worth of 
cassava granulator from the Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program on July 
9.

The farmers are members of the 
Calachuchi Indigenous Farmers 
Association (CIFA), who cultivate an 
estimated area of 20 hectares (ha) for 
cassava in Sitio Alibog, Brgy. Alibog.

SAAD provided the machinery to help 
farmers for faster, easier, and finer 
granulation of the cassava.

Cassava tubers take 10 months to one year 
to harvest. These are then chipped and 
solar dried for two to three days before 
delivery to assemblers or buyers.

It is a primary ingredient in producing 
animal feeds and other products such as 
plywood and starch. Chipped cassava sells 
from Php 8-8.50 per kilogram (kg).

“Matagal na naming gustong magkaroon ng 
granulator dahil binababa pa namin sa 
bayan ang aming balinghoy para matadtad. 
Ngayon na nabigyan na kami [ng 
granulator], hindi na naming kailangang 

bumaba sa bayan at mas madali kaming 
makakabenta,” said Anselmo Palomo, Vice 
Chairman of CIFA.

[We have always wanted to have our own 
granulator because we have to bring our 
harvest to the town proper for our cassava 
to be granulated. Now that we have 
received our own granulator, we do not 
need to travel to town and it will be easier 
for us to sell our product.]

The association used to pay Php 250 per 
day as rent for the cassava granulator in the 
town proper.

The group became a SAAD beneficiary in 
2020 and received five sets of farm 
implements (plow and harrow), 27 sets of 
farm tools (shovel, hoe, rake, piko, spading 
fork, sprinkler, and wheelbarrow), five (5) 
caraheifer, and a grass cutter.

Also, CIFA got 500,000 pieces of Lakas 1 
Golden Yellow variety of cassava cuttings in 
2021. In total, the interventions cost 
Php 2,465,400.

Magsaysay Mayor Cesar M. Tria and the 
Municipal Agriculture Office (MAO) assisted 
with the awarding of the granulator.

The MAO will assist the farmers with the 
proper handling and storage of the 
granulator. ### (Dianne Francis Sy)

30 ZDN farmers receive SAAD’s 
cattle raising project

July 17, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, July 15, 2021 
– The Department of Agriculture Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program in Region 9 delivered 
30 heifers worth Php 1,339,260 to the 
SAAD Katipunan Farmers Association (FA) 
in Katipunan, Zamboanga del Norte (ZDN).

Funded under the FY 2021 Cattle Raising 
Production Project, the heifers were 
distributed to 30 members of the 
association from barangays Matam (9) 
Mias (5), San Vicente FA (9), and Dr. Jose 
Rizal FA (7).

According to SAAD livestock technician 
Jailyn Gamutan, the local government unit 
(LGU) of Katipunan will provide support to 
the association by providing trained 
technicians to facilitate the artificial 
insemination (AI) of the animals.

“The main purpose of this project is to 
increase production. With this, part of the 
association’s policy is to give the calf to the 
other members who did not receive any,” 
Gamutan explained. The Katipunan FA has 
100 members in total.

Project recipient Marietta Jumawan from 
barangay Mias expressed her deep 
appreciation to the program.

“The best thing about the SAAD Program is 
that it addresses the needs of the farmers. 
The coordinators listen to our cry for help 
and provide us exactly what we need. I am 
very grateful that the Program has given us 
this livelihood opportunity,” Marietta said.

Also present during the distribution of the 
project are OIC-Municipal Agriculturist 
Charissa Galindo, and DA livestock 
inspector Reynier Calupez. ### (Aimee Lou 
Madjus)
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SAAD to establish free-range chicken 
multiplier farms in 17 NorMin towns

July 17, 2021

NORTHERN MINDANAO, July 15, 2021 – 
As the agriculture sector plays vital part in 
the nation’s recovery from the effects of the 
CoViD-19 pandemic, the Special for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
in Northern Mindanao rolled out Php 5.1 
million of interventions to establish 
free-range chicken multiplier farms in 17 
towns in Region 10.
A total of 826 farmers from Bukidnon, 
Lanao del Norte, and Misamis Occidental 
received 7,200 chickens (Php 4.1 million) to 
farmers to be raised as breeding stocks, 
231 bags of feeds (Php 360,000), 682 
boxes of vitamin A, D, and E (Php 81,000), 
and 862 boxes of electrolytes (Php 
517,000) from June 1 to 11.

The chickens are raised in 8.26 hectares of 
backyard area or 100 square meters per 
farmer. Each farmer takes care of 9-12 
chickens.

Since the onset of the pandemic in 
2020, SAAD implemented various 
COVID-mitigating livelihood projects which 
include provision of farm inputs like 
vegetable seeds, sweet corn seeds, 
fertilizers, and now the free-range chicken 
multiplier project.

With the said projects, SAAD aims to 
augment the beneficiaries’ income and 
sustain their livelihood as they strive to 
cope with the new normal in agriculture.

The chickens were about two months old 
upon delivery. They are expected to lay 
eggs this August.

The SAAD implementers and the LGUs 
agreed to explore the possibility of 
providing the farmers incubator as soon as 
the breeding stock will start laying eggs as 
a joint commitment to grow and sustain the 
project. ### (Ruth Esther Bermundo and 
Jennifer Valcobero)

Province Municipality Chicken 
Distributed 

(head) 

Feeds 
Provided 

(bag) 

Vitamin A, D, E 
(box) 

Electrolytes 
(box) 

Total 
Benefiting 
Farmers 

Bukidnon 

Baungon 600 19 35 10 50 

Talakag 600 19 35 50 50 

Sumilao 120 4 – 10 10 

San Fernando 600 19 50 10 50 

Kadingilan 480 15 50 50 50 

Lanao del Norte 

Linamon 492 16 50 39 20 

Matungao 492 16 20 39 25 

Sapad 492 16 50 39 193 

Nunungan 492 16 50 39 100 

Munai 504 16 50 40 50 

Misamis 
Occidental 

Baliangao 336 11 49 106 20 

Concepcion 336 11 42 100 28 

Panaon 336 11 42 100 50 

Aloran 336 11 38 50 27 

Sapang Dalaga 324 10 41 50 54 

Bonifacio 336 11 42 100 21 

Don Victoriano 324 10 38 30 28 

Total 7,200 231 682 862 826 
 

Table 73. Free-Range Chicken Multiplier Project Recipients
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Program is of great help to us farmers, for 
we will not have to borrow from farmers in 
lowland areas (farm machinery) considering 
that our community is geographically 
isolated. Machine access will save us from 
tedious farm work, better than borrowing 
machines from far-off communities.]

According to Rizal SAAD Area Coordinator 
Mr. Mario S. Paz Jr., the associations plan 
to rent out the machines to their members 
as another way to sustain the project and 
get a group-allocated profit.

The members agreed to give a number of 
palay sacks every harvest which the group 
intends to sell and save for the 
maintenance of the machines. In addition, 
the associations are also looking for a 
possibility to cater to the machinery needs 
of other non-member farmers to increase 
the groups’ funds.

Currently, the SAAD Program has given 
agricultural livelihood interventions to 
roughly 1,200 indigenous cultural 
communities mostly belonging to the 
Mangyan sub-groups in the municipalities 
of San Jose, Rizal, Abra de Ilog, and 
Paluan, where 8 barangay units are ELCAC 
areas in Occidental Mindoro. ### (Dianne 
Francis Sy)

July 12, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, July 7, 2021 – 
Over 200 Buhid Mangyan Indigenous 
People (IP) from four farmers’ associations 
were granted machinery by the Department 
of Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
to increase farm efficiency.

For the year 2021, SAAD Program remains 
committed to its promise to assist its 
beneficiaries with sustainability efforts by 
providing accessible farm technology 
resources.

The Pangkalikasang Samahan ng Buhid sa 
Bato-Singit (PSBB FA) with 60 members 
cultivating an estimated area of 58 hectares 
(ha) received two hand tractors with 
complete accessories, four units of water 
pump with complete accessories, and one 
unit of a mini thresher amounting to 
Php 846,445.96.

Forty-six (46) members of the Samahang 
Katutubong Buhid sa Sitio Panlabayan 
(SKBSP FA) with an estimated farm area of 
40ha received two hand tractors with 
complete accessories, three units of water 
pump with complete accessories, 
and a mini thresher amounting to 
Php 746,959.47.

The Kalipunan ng Tribung Buhid Lanaban, 
Kasuyan, at Langog (KTBLKL) with 74 
members tilling 73.2ha received two hand 
tractors with complete accessories 
as well as three units of pump and engine 
with complete accessories costing 
Php 587,459.47.

The associations specialize in rice farming 
and formerly received certified seeds (RC 
216), fertilizers, farm tools such as plow 
and harrow, draft animal, and collapsible 
dryer from SAAD in 2020.

The associations received the same sets of 
farm machinery in 2020. Considering the 
number of members per group, the existing 
machines cannot cater to the farming needs 
of each member.

The last association to receive the 
machinery package has 43 members. The 
Mamamayang Kabalikat sa Pangangalaga 
ng Kagubatan (MAKAPAKA FA), currently 
cultivating ginger on a 0.5ha land, received 
one unit of hand tractor with complete 
accessories totalling to Php 149,500. The 
group also got ginger planting materials 
(yellow and white) and a collapsible dryer 
from the program in 2020.

Aside from ginger production, MAKAPAKA 
FA is also involved in rice farming, with an 

Buhid Mangyan farmers receive Php 2.3M worth of farm machinery

estimated area of 39ha. The farm 
machinery was requested by the 
association to be used for land preparation 
(both ginger and rice farming) and 
transporting their products to the local 
market in Rizal.

Agricultural Center Chief II Gerardo L. 
Laredo, Municipal Agriculturist Jessie 
Celestino, Rizal Mayor Sonny Pablo, House 
Representative Josephine Ramirez-Sato, 
and Kapitan Bonifacio Custodio who are in 
full support of the program initiatives were 
present in the awarding.

Brgy. Manoot, where the associations are 
situated, is one of the End Local 
Communist Armed Conflict (ELCAC) areas 
in the province, thus the ceremony was 
assisted by the 4th Infantry Battalion.

“Malaking tulong ang mga makinaryang ito 
na ibinigay sa amin ng SAAD dahil hindi na 
kami mahihirapan na manghiram sa mga 
magsasaka sa patag (ng makinaryang 
pansaka) lalo na’t liblib ang aming lugar. 
Mas mapapadali na rin ang gawain naming 
sa bukid kasi malayo ang pinanghihiraman 
namin (ng mga makinarya),” said Dino 
Sebastian, Tribe Mayor of IPs in Brgy. 
Manoot and Chairman of PSBB FA.

[The machinery provision by the SAAD 
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50 Midsayap farmers receive 
pinakbet seeds from SAAD

July 6, 2021

COTABATO, July 5, 2021 – The Midsayap 
Farmers Federation with 50 members 
received Php 195,275 worth of farm inputs 
which is part of the Php 697,702 Integrated 
Upland Rice Production with Livestock and 
Vegetable Project of the Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
for FY 2021 on July 2, 2021.

The inputs include 100 bags of complete 
fertilizer, 100 bags of urea, 250 packs of 
pinakbet seeds, 50 hand trowels, and 50 
shovels. The farmers are now preparing 
their 2,500 square meters for this purpose.

Last June 8, the federation was already 
given 200 bags of upland rice seeds which 
they planted in their 50 hectares land this 
July. They expect to harvest this in October.

The farm inputs were provided to 9 farmers’ 
associations (FA) of the Midsayap Farmers 
Federation which are the Arizona FA (5 
members), Baliki FA (10 members), Bitoka 
FA (5 members), LLbocean FA (5 
members), Kimagango FA (5 members), 
Malamote FA (5 members), Milaya FA (5 
members), Sta. Cruz (5 members), and 
Upper Bulanan FA (5 members).

The distribution was led by SAAD Focal 
Person Maimona B. Amil, SAAD Project 
Evaluation Officers Anisa Allyn Dilangalin, 
Jocelyn Sugabo, Josephine Ting, Ma. 
Christina Taguran, and Nancy Ignacio, and 
together with Midsayap Municipal 
Agriculturist Cesar Carcosia and staff.

“Lalo pang pinaigting ng Department of 
Agriculture 12 ang pagtulong at 
pamamahagi ng proyekto o ayuda sa mga 
magsasaka ngayong pandemic. Hindi 
magiging hadlang ang pandemic upang di 
matulungan ang ating mga magsasaka,” 
said Ms. Amil.

(The Department of Agriculture Region 12 
intensified its assistance and distribution of 
projects to our farmers during this 
pandemic. This health crisis will not hinder 
us from helping our farmers.)

She also added that, “Hinihikayat ko po 
kayong magkaroon tayo ng Farmers Field 
day upang doon po natin maipakita at 
maibenta na din ang mga produkto, isa sa 
layunin na maengganyo po natin ang iba 
pang magsasaka na magtanim upang 
magkaroon ng sapat na pagkain, sapat na 
kita at maiahon ang pamumuhay nating 
magsasaka.”

(I am encouraging you to conduct a 
Farmer’s Field Day to showcase and sell 
your products. Not just that but we can also 
entice other farmers to plant so that they 
can have enough food, enough earnings, 
and uplift their lives.)

The LLbocean FA President Avelina Dela 
Cruz also shared that they are grateful for 
being part of the program.

“Maraming maraming salamat po sa 
bumubuo ng SAAD, lalo na sa SAAD region 
at sa province.  Sa Municipal Agricultural 
Office staff, maraming salamat din. Asahan 
niyo po na iingatan naming at palalaguin sa 
abot ng aming makakaya. Gagawin naming 
ang aming parte para makita nyu na 
nagpupursige kami at pinapahalagahan 
naming ang binigay ng gobyerno,” shared 
Ms. Dela Cruz.

(Many thanks to SAAD, especially to the 
regional and provincial staff, and also to the 
municipal agriculture office staff. Please 
expect us to keep and grow these projects 
as long as we can. We will do our best to 
show you that we really give value to these 
farm inputs provided to us. Many thanks to 
all!)

The remaining interventions under the 
project which are the upgraded goats and 
knapsack sprayers will be distributed this 
August. ### (Mark Anthony Marfe and 
Jennifer Valcobero)
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14 Dabawenyo FAs benefit from 
SAAD 11’s chicken project

July 6, 2021

DAVAO DE ORO, July 6, 2021 – Fourteen 
(14) farmers’ associations (FAs) with 1,389 
members from 9 municipalities of Davao de 
Oro each received 240 upgraded chickens 
from the Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program in Region 
11’s upgraded native chicken production 
project on July 5.

Alongside the 240 upgraded chickens (210 
pullets, 30 cockerels), the FAs were given 
50 sacks of feeds (16-16-18 tranching) and 
various biologics (multivitamins, antibiotics, 
and dewormer). They are also set to 
receive 30 pieces of hanging-type waterer 
by August this year. In total, the project 
costs a little more than Php 3.3 million.

“Ang tumong sa SAAD, simple lang 
kaayo—muubos ang kawad-on, mutaas ang 
income [The purpose of SAAD is very 
simple—lower poverty, increase income],” 
Jake Darren Colina, Provincial Coordinator 
for SAAD Region 11, said.

SAAD Region 11 Focal Person Naomi 
Lamata added, “Ang SAAD Program para 
sa GIDA ug ELCAC areas. Tumong ug 
tinguha sa programa nga madugangan ang 
panginabuhian sa atoang mag-uuma 
niining mga dapita” [The SAAD Program is 
for GIDA and ELCAC areas farmers The 
program’s goal and purpose is to augment 
our farmers’ livelihood in these areas.]

Upgraded native chicken production 
(UNCP) is one of SAAD Region 11’s 
identified projects based on felt needs 
assessment of beneficiaries. The UNCP, 
alongside five other animal- and 
crop-based production projects, was slated 
for this year’s beneficiaries across all 

municipalities in Davao de Oro. 

Upgraded native chickens are offspring 
from a native and breeder pairing. For this 
year’s implementation, the chickens are a 
mix of Dekalb Brown and Basilan breeds. 
Notable for its laying performance, Dekalb 
Brown produces marketable brown eggs.

Implementation

SAAD Region 11, alongside various 
municipal local government units, 
conducted capacity training weeks before 
the beneficiaries received the poultry and 
implements. The training was held on-site, 
with the program tapping relevant 
personnel from the Provincial Veterinary’s 
Office, Provincial Agriculturist Office, and 
respective Municipal Agricultural Offices.

“Dako kaayo amoang pasalamat kay dili jud 
ni mahitabo kung kami-kami lang (We’re 
grateful because this won’t be possible if 
not for everybody),” Rose Marie Aet, New 
Dalaguete Association of Women’s 
chairperson, enthused in her acceptance 
speech. 

The association solicited from the offices of 
Provincial Governor Jayvee Tyron Uy, Vice 
Governor Maria Carmen Zamora, and 
Representative Manuel Zamora to build 
their chicken coop. 

Some associations chose individual 
beneficiaries from their members’ pool to 
receive the implements, with the remaining 
poultry in a communal area for the group to 
take care of. Five FAs have several 
communal areas, ranging from 2 to 5 
chicken coops.

Jose Borja, chairperson for Lawaan 
continue to next page

Kingking Farmers Association, shared how 
hard it was to establish their association 
from the ground up amid the pandemic. As 
a rebel returnee for more than a decade, he 
said people were still wary of his agenda. 

“Mahadlok gihapon sila, kay basig kuno 
kung magpalista ko sa ilahang pangalan, 
mamahimong sakop sila sa mga rebeldeng 
grupo,” [People are still fearful, that when I 
go house to house to list their names for the 
association, they’ll be automatically part of 
rebel groups.]

“Pero gumikan sa atoang paningkamot, 
niabot na jud ang proyekto sa gobyerno. 
Naa na gyud ang saad para sa amoang 
mag-uuma. Ug dili lang kini, daghan pay 
muabutay,” he added victoriously.

(But because we persevered, the 
government’s project is here. The promise 
for us farmers has arrived. And this will not 
be all, there are still many to come.) 

Aside from the UNCP, Lawaan Kingking 
Farmers Association will receive banana 
and upgraded goat production projects this 
year.

All 14 FA recipients will be awarded 
additional crop- and animal-based projects 
from the program.

Distribution

In a series of month-long distribution 
activities, SAAD Region 11 fast-tracked the 
project’s completion to prepare for other 
livelihood interventions slated for 2021. 

Assistant Regional Director for Operations 
Marila Corpuz attended the distribution in 
Tagbaros, encouraging Tagbaros Integrated 
Farmers Association’s younger members to 
invest in agriculture. 

“Kita ang musunod. Kita man ang 
mag-amuma sa mga uma sa atoang 
ginikanan. Mao nang si Department of 

Agriculture naay grant nga ginahatag para 
makasugod mo sa inyohang capital.”

(We are next. We are the ones to till the 
lands of our parents. That’s why the 
Department of Agriculture gives grants so 
that you can start.)

“Ang gusto namo ani sustainability. So 
akoang challenge sa inyoha, bisan dili 
kabatanonan, naay gihatag si DA nga 
hinabang. Makasugod jud mo para mahimo 
ni nga negosyo [What we want is 
sustainability. So my challenge is, even for 
those who are not youth, DA gives grants. 
You can start there to turn it into an 
enterprise],” she added.

Maco Municipal Mayor Alvera Veronica 
Rimando attended both distributions in 
barangays Tagbaros and New Barili, while 
Compostela Municipal Mayor Lema Bolo 
made an appearance in barangay Tamia. 
On the other hand, Mawab Municipal Mayor 
Ruperto Gonzaga III attended barangay 
Nuevo Iloco’s distribution.

Mayor Bolo challenged Tamia Upland 
Farmers Association members to make the 
project successful. “Bulahan jud ang 
taga-Tamia kay naa perme ang taga-SAAD 
nga manghatag ug proyekto. Nindot jud 
kaayo ni nga proyekto kay…dole out na jud 
ni sa atoa. Kung makita sa programa nga 
nindot inyohang pagdala, dugangan pa jud 
na siya.” 

(Tamia residents are so lucky because the 
SAAD program always gives the community 
projects. And this one is particularly great 
because…it’s doled out. When the program 
sees that the implementation is handled 
well, they’ll add more (projects).

Compostela Municipal Vice Mayor Levi 
Ebdao reiterated Mayor Bolo’s point, 
saying, “Hinaut, kani nga proyekto 



Farmer’s Association Municipality Area 
Classification 

Received 
Implements 

Implementation Distribution Date 

San Isidro Farmers Association (SIFA) 
(100 members) Nabunturan GIDA 

• 240 upgraded 
chicken (210 
pullets, 30 
cockerels) 

• 50 sacks of 
feed 

• 30 waterers  
• 6 boxes 

multivitamins 
• 3 boxes 

antibiotics 
• 2 boxes 

dewormer 

1 communal area,  
28 individual 
beneficiaries 

June 4, 2021 

Tagbaros Integrated Farmers Association 
(169 members) 

Maco GIDA 5 communal areas June 8, 2021 

Sapang Lubog Small Farmers Association 
(37 members) Pantukan ELCAC 5 communal areas June 9, 2021 

Barangay San Isidro Farmers Association 
(BSIFA) (61 members) 

Monkayo ELCAC 1 communal area June 15, 2021 

Kapatagan Tribal Farmers Association 
(213 members) 

Laak ELCAC 1 communal area June 16, 2021 

New Dalaguete Association of Women 
(168 members) Montevista ELCAC 1 communal area June 17, 2021 

Lawaan Kingking Farmers Association  
(60 members) 

Pantukan ELCAC 1 communal area June 18, 2021 

Longganapan Farmers Association  
(34 members) 

Laak ELCAC 1 communal area June 22, 2021 

Magpalusong-Patawon Farmers 
Association (MAGPA) (47 members) 

Mabini ELCAC 2 communal areas 
June 24, 2021 

Panangan Panaradagan Association  
(94 members) Maco ELCAC 1 communal area 

Tamia Upland Farmers Association  
(160 members) 

Compostela ELCAC 2 communal areas 

June 25, 2021 
Barangay Manat Farmers Association  
(35 members) Nabunturan ELCAC 

1 communal area, 
20 individual 
beneficiaries 

New Barili Upland Farmers Association 
(29 members) Maco GIDA 

1 communal area,  
19 individual 
beneficiaries 

June 29, 2021 

Nuevo Iloco Farmers Association  
(182 members) 

Mawab GIDA 2 communal areas June 30, 2021 
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Table 74. 14 Davao de Oro Farmers’ Associations who received Upgraded Native Chicken Production

mulungtad ug makatabang sa atoa. I hope 
i-sustain ni ninyo…kay kami naa lang 
perme diri nga mutabang ninyo (I hope that 
this project will prosper and will help us. I 
hope that you will sustain it…we are always 
here to help you).”

Meanwhile, Mayor Gonzaga underlined the 
importance of taking care of the poultry to 
help in the beneficiaries’ daily needs. 
“Padak-a ni ninyo. Atimana ninyo. Kay 
mubalos ni ninyo. Kung naa muy problema 
bayranan sa eskwelahan, kuha lang isa sa 
kulungan, ibaligya, kwarta na [Grow the 
poultry. Take care of it. If you happen to 
have problems like school fees, you can 
readily get one chicken from the coop, sell 
it, then it becomes money.]

He also announced support to the 
association, promising to give feeds 
through the Municipal Agriculturist Office 
(MAO) once the association runs out.

Plans for enterprise development 

SAAD Region 11 designed UNCP as a 
springboard for the FAs’ enterprising efforts. 
The pullets were weeks away from laying, 
with some like in New Dalaguete already 
producing eggs after distribution.

“Gina-challenge namo ang asosasyon nga 
sa sunod diri na jud ta sa Compostela 
makakuha ug manok. Kay ang atong mga 
manok, maggikan pa jud ug Montevista 
(We challenge the association that in the 
future, we’ll get our chicken here in our 
municipality. Because most of the chicken 
we consume comes from the neighboring 
municipality of Montevista),” Compostela 
Municipal Agriculturist Gina Lyn Musong 
urged. 

“Kani atoang upgraded native chicken, atoa 
ning angkonon. Tabangan nato ni. Kay sa 
sunod, pwede na nato ma-market ang 
barangay Tagbaros nga naga-produce ug 
native chicken. (Let’s take ownership of our 
upgraded native chicken. Let’s help each 
other. In the future, we can market 
barangay Tagbaros as a native chicken 

producer),” Maco Mayor Alvera Rimando 
motivated Tagbaros Integrated Farmers 
Association members. 

“Dili lang ta kutob sa pagkaon. Ato ning 
palamboon kay kani pwede kaayo nato 
himoon nga negosyo [Let’s not dwell on 
food production. Let’s develop this because 
we can turn it into a business],” he added.

Aside from egg production, the distributed 
poultry are also prime for meat production. 
As of writing, liveweight prices for native 
chicken in Davao de Oro can reach as high 
as Php 200/kilogram. 

Additionally, week-old upgraded native 
chicks fetch steep prices when sold to 
poultry farms. ### (James Brian Flaga)
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SAAD farmers in ZDN to establish a communal vegetable garden

July 1, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, June 25, 
2021 – To increase vegetable production in 
Piñan, Zamboanga del Norte, the Teresita 
Farmers Association (FA) will establish a 
communal vegetable farm in their 1 hectare 
(ha) land through the FY 2021 Vegetable 
Production Project of the Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program.

SAAD Region 9 delivered Php 305,040 
worth of inputs to the 44 members of the 
association. They received assorted 
vegetable seeds consisting of eggplant 
(Php 15,000), okra (Php 3,600), cabbage 
(Php 30,000), squash (Php 4,400), 
ampalaya (Php 6,000), and string beans 
(Php 1,800).

The package also includes 20 bags of urea 
(Php 27,500), 20 bags of complete 
fertilizers (Php 27,500), organic fertilizers 
(Php 137,500), 20 plastic crates 
(Php 48,000), and 20 seedling trays (Php 
3,740).

The group will start with the land 
preparation in the first week of July. Once 
established, the members will have shared 
responsibility in managing the communal 
garden.

Piñan Sangguniang Bayan (SB) member 
Gina Aleta encouraged the farmers to work 
hard and care for the project to succeed. 
She said, “In this project, you may face 
challenges along the way but never be 
discouraged and never hesitate to tell it to 
the government because it is always there 
to cater your most needed assistance.”

Meanwhile, Piñan municipal agriculturist 
Merlie C. Regencia expressed her support 
by conducting lectures and training to 
capacitate the farmers in sustainable 
project management.

“We will not stop at planting, but will also 
consider engaging in processing 
vegetables and vegetable by-products. We 
strongly support this project and we will be 
conducting meetings to plan and organize 
every step that we have to take to make this 
very successful,” shared Ms. Regencia.

Likewise, Teresita FA president Pablito 
Cating also thanked the DA-SAAD Program 
and the local government unit for the 
project. “On behalf of the association, I am 
very thankful for DA-SAAD and the 
Municipal Agriculture for giving us this 
opportunity to improve our livelihood. This 
will serve as additional income to our main 
source of livelihood and will really improve 
our living,” Mr. Cating said. ### (Aimee Lou 
Madjus and Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)

mulungtad ug makatabang sa atoa. I hope 
i-sustain ni ninyo…kay kami naa lang 
perme diri nga mutabang ninyo (I hope that 
this project will prosper and will help us. I 
hope that you will sustain it…we are always 
here to help you).”

Meanwhile, Mayor Gonzaga underlined the 
importance of taking care of the poultry to 
help in the beneficiaries’ daily needs. 
“Padak-a ni ninyo. Atimana ninyo. Kay 
mubalos ni ninyo. Kung naa muy problema 
bayranan sa eskwelahan, kuha lang isa sa 
kulungan, ibaligya, kwarta na [Grow the 
poultry. Take care of it. If you happen to 
have problems like school fees, you can 
readily get one chicken from the coop, sell 
it, then it becomes money.]

He also announced support to the 
association, promising to give feeds 
through the Municipal Agriculturist Office 
(MAO) once the association runs out.

Plans for enterprise development 

SAAD Region 11 designed UNCP as a 
springboard for the FAs’ enterprising efforts. 
The pullets were weeks away from laying, 
with some like in New Dalaguete already 
producing eggs after distribution.

“Gina-challenge namo ang asosasyon nga 
sa sunod diri na jud ta sa Compostela 
makakuha ug manok. Kay ang atong mga 
manok, maggikan pa jud ug Montevista 
(We challenge the association that in the 
future, we’ll get our chicken here in our 
municipality. Because most of the chicken 
we consume comes from the neighboring 
municipality of Montevista),” Compostela 
Municipal Agriculturist Gina Lyn Musong 
urged. 

“Kani atoang upgraded native chicken, atoa 
ning angkonon. Tabangan nato ni. Kay sa 
sunod, pwede na nato ma-market ang 
barangay Tagbaros nga naga-produce ug 
native chicken. (Let’s take ownership of our 
upgraded native chicken. Let’s help each 
other. In the future, we can market 
barangay Tagbaros as a native chicken 

producer),” Maco Mayor Alvera Rimando 
motivated Tagbaros Integrated Farmers 
Association members. 

“Dili lang ta kutob sa pagkaon. Ato ning 
palamboon kay kani pwede kaayo nato 
himoon nga negosyo [Let’s not dwell on 
food production. Let’s develop this because 
we can turn it into a business],” he added.

Aside from egg production, the distributed 
poultry are also prime for meat production. 
As of writing, liveweight prices for native 
chicken in Davao de Oro can reach as high 
as Php 200/kilogram. 

Additionally, week-old upgraded native 
chicks fetch steep prices when sold to 
poultry farms. ### (James Brian Flaga)
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52nd Engineer Brigade, Phil Army gets 
free-range chickens from DA-SAAD 

June 28, 2021

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY, June 25, 2021 – 
The 52nd Engineer Brigade, Philippine 
Army (PA) received 50 free-range chickens 
from the Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) of the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) in Northern Mindanao.

Brigade General Rommel R Hinlo, 
Philippine Army commander of the 52nd 
Engineer Brigade (52EBDE), received a 
certificate of turnover from DA Region 10 
Regional Executive Director Carlene C. 
Collado on June 22.

The chickens (40 female, 10 male) worth 
Php 30,650 from SAAD’s FY 2020 
Free-Range Chicken Production Project 
were sourced from the DA Region 10’s 
multiplier farm in Northern Mindanao 
Agricultural Crops and Livestock Research 
Complex (NMACLRC).

It will support the thrust of DA to increase 
productivity and reduce poverty among 
marginalized sectors in agriculture and 
fishery in pursuit of the country’s peace 
agenda.

BGen Hinlo extended his gratitude to the 
DA for the livelihood intervention. He added 
that the free-range chicken is intended for 
production and will eventually be distributed 
to their covered End Local Communist 
Armed Conflict (ELCAC) areas.

DA-10 Regional Executive Director Carlene 
C. Collado said, “We commit and dedicate 
ourselves to continuously support the 
advocacy of the 52EBDE and EO 70 to 
attain peaceful, conflict-resilient, and 
development-ready communities in its area 
of coverage.” ### (Mark Anthony Marfe and 
Jennifer Valcobero)

DA-SAAD National Program Director 
turned over projects to FAs in Bicol

June 19, 2021

PILAR, SORSOGON, June 18, 2021 – 
“Substantial food on their tables, and the 
farmers are already organized and some 
even started on their value-adding 
enterprises.” This is how Dr. Myer G. Mula, 
National Program Director of the Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program of the Department of Agriculture 
(DA) sums up observations of his visit to 
Bicol to personally assess SAAD 
implementation.

Dr. Mula initially met with the SAAD 
regional program implementers headed by 
DA Bicol Regional Executive Director Rodel 
P. Tornilla, SAAD Focal Person, Luz R. 
Marcelino, and SAAD Action Officer Dr. 
Mary Grace DP. Rodriguez at the DA 
regional office on June 15 before 
proceeding to Sorsogon province.

In the discussion, Dir. Mula opens up the 
possibility for SAAD beneficiaries who are 
organic practitioners to apply and be 
certified under the Participatory Guarantee 
System (PGS) of RA 11511. Present during 
the meeting is the Bureau of Agriculture 
and Fisheries Standards (BAFS) Organic 
Division Chief, Ms. Joeve Calleja.

A briefing was also conducted to the 

Provincial SAAD Management Staff of 
Sorsogon headed by Mary Rose Detera 
(Provincial Coordinator) on June 16.

Pilar, Sorsogon

Two organizations in Pilar benefited from 
the SAAD intervention. Dr. Mula turned over 
Php 275,000 worth of high-value crops 
project to the Esperanza Farmers’ 
Association (30 members) and Poctol 
Backyard Farmers Association (33 
members). Randy Argote, president of 
Poctol Backyard FA thanked Dir. Mula and 
the SAAD Bicol for the continued outpour of 
interventions to his group.

“Halos kumpleto po ang ibinibigay ng 
SAAD, may pananim, abono, farm 
equipment at training. Kulang na lang nga 
po yun SAAD staff ang magbungkal ng 
lupa,” Argote quipped. His group also 
received Php 221,000 worth of 
interventions from SAAD in 2020 which 
they planted in aggregate 15 hectares (ha) 
of vegetable areas. They harvested more 
than 200 kilos of siling haba which they 
processed into pickles.

The other vegetables they harvested were 
consumed by the members’ households. 
“Binubuhay po ng SAAD ang aming mga 
pamilya ngayong pandemic. Last year nang 

nag-ECQ napakalaking tulong po ng SAAD 
dahil naging food sufficient po ang mga 
pamilya namin,” Argote added.

The SAAD interventions also reached the 
nearby Poctol Elementary School where the 
teachers were inspired to put up a 
vegetable garden with the help of the 
parents. “Ako mismo, nakita ko ang 
enthusiasm nila (Poctol Backyard FA) at 
ang impact ng garden sa community,” Jane 
Tad-o, the school principal attested. 
Impressed by the principal’s dedication to 
vegetable gardening, Dr. Mary Grace 
Rodriguez committed to including the 
Poctol Elementary School as a recipient of 
the Gulayan sa Paaralan Project under 
HVCDP.

The SAAD team also paid a courtesy call 
on Pilar Mayor, Ms. Carolyn C. Sy-Reyes. 
SAAD chief and the officials discussed the 
progress of SAAD agricultural projects in 
the municipality. Mayor Sy-Reyes 
welcomed Dir. Mula and his team, and 
ensured continued support to the program 
especially for the future SAAD projects that 
will cater to Sorsogon marginalized farmers 
and fishers including indigenous cultural 
communities (ICCs).

Donsol, Sorsogon

Dr. Mula turned over Php 370,000 worth of 
livestock package composed of 400 heads 
of mallard ducks, 450 bags feeds, nets, and 
laminated sacks to 39 members of the 
Ogod Indigenous People Agta Agriculture 
Production Association. Director Mula 

challenged the indigenous community to 
multiply the ducks from 400 to 40,000 
heads and come up with sustainable 
enterprises such as balut, salted egg, and 
become a multiplier farm of the province. 
He also urged the SAAD beneficiaries to 
integrate small ruminants in their farms and 
diversify their crops as he noticed that most 
of the areas in Bicol are coconut-based. He 
emphasized the importance of SAAD’s 
partnership with NCIP and the LGUs as 
agricultural extension workers from the 
respective local areas who serve as 
resource persons in various training 
conducted by the program.

Mary Rose Detera, SAAD provincial 
coordinator said that they have organized 
89 groups of farmers in Sorsogon since 
2018 and also helped them register with 
either SEC or DOLE.

Director Mula said that SAAD will continue 
providing various assistance to deserving 
farmers’ associations in the provinces 
covered by the program. He is keeping his 
fingers crossed that SAAD will be extended 
beyond 2022.

SAAD is under the locally-funded projects 
of the Department of Agriculture, serving as 
armor against poverty among the 
marginalized sectors in agriculture and 
fishery. It is currently being implemented in 
agriculture-based poorest of the poor 
provinces in 11 regions identified based on 
poverty incidence of 2012 and 2015. ### 
(Lovella Guarin)

June 8, 2021

DAVAO DE ORO, June 4, 2021 – The 
Department of Agriculture-Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program distributed 240 upgraded native 
chickens to 28 Geographically Isolated and 
Disadvantaged Areas (GIDA) farmers of 
Brgy. San Isidro, Nabunturan.

The needs-based interventions cost around 
Php 240,000, which were provided to San 
Isidro Farmers Association (SIFA).

The group received the chickens weighing 
1-2 kilograms (kg) each alongside 16 sacks 
of feeds and various biologics.

With more than a hundred members, SIFA 
elected 28 members to receive the poultry 
individually. Each beneficiary received 6 
upgraded chickens (5 pullets, 1 cockerel), 
20kg of feeds, a sachet of multivitamins, 
antibiotics, and dewormer.

Other members are poised to be given 
incoming 2021 SAAD projects such as 
upgraded goat and banana production.

They are set to receive another 34 sacks of 
feeds, 30 pieces of waterer, and a 
staggered issuance of biologics to be 
distributed in the months of July and 
August.

“Magpasalamat ta sa SAAD Program kay 
kita gihatagan ug livelihood program nga 
manok (We are thankful for SAAD program 
for they’ve given us this livelihood program 
in the form of chickens),” SIFA chairperson 
Evelyn Labadan said.

In her acceptance speech, she encouraged 
fellow farmers to strive to make the project 
last. “Ato gyud ning atimanon ug pag-ayo. 
Katong gitudlo sa atoa, atong tumanon 
kung unsaon nato pag-atiman para 
mudaghan ning mga manok (Let’s take 

good care of this. The training they gave to 
us—let’s implement how to properly care for 
the chickens so that they’ll multiply).”

SIFA is one of the few local farmers’ 
associations (FA) in Nabunturan endorsed 
by the local government unit to SAAD 
Region 11.

The remaining 72 poultry were put in an 
open communal area with a 2×2 meters 
coop for shelter. Once the cockerels turn 
into hens and start laying eggs, the 
association plans to distribute the first 
batch of chicks to members.

“Kaning atong chicken program is para 
madugangan ang panginabuhian sa atoang 
mag-uuma (Our chicken program is aimed 
to augment the livelihood of our farmers),” 
SAAD Region 11 Focal Person Naomi 
Lamata said.

She urged SIFA farmers to make the most 
of the implements. “Ato ning padaghanon 
kay ang mga programa sa gobyerno, 
gipaabot jud sa inyoha (Let’s make the 
most out of this, as the government’s 
program reaches to you.)

Former Nabunturan Mayor and current 
Second District board member Macario 
Humol attended the program, saying “Dako 
kaayo ni nga hagit para sa atoa nga ato jud 
ning ayuhon (This is a big challenge for us 
to take good care of this project).”

“Nasayod ko nga ang isa sa mga problema 
ani sa umaabot puhon, kanang unsaon nato 
ni pagpadayon ug pakaon. Pero naa tay 
mga area diri nga pwede nato tanoman ug 
mais. Unya…naa na tay gitukod dinha 
pinaagi sa PRDP, katong feed mill nga 
ibutang sa barangay Linda (I know that one 

of the challenges that we will have in the 
future with this project is how to sustain 
feeding the poultry. But we already have 
areas here that we can plant corn. Then, we 
also have a feed mill to be built through 
PRDP in Brgy. Linda),” he added.

SAAD Region 11, alongside Nabunturan’s 
Municipal Agriculturist Office, conducted 
capacity training to beneficiaries in San 
Isidro prior to distributing the implements. It 
included disseminating knowledge on 
poultry’s organic food sources to lessen the 
purchase of commercial feeds.

For the entire upgraded native chicken 
project, SAAD Region 11 allocated 
Php 3.3 million across 14 barangays in 9 
municipalities of the province. ### (James 
Brian Flaga)
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June 19, 2021

PILAR, SORSOGON, June 18, 2021 – 
“Substantial food on their tables, and the 
farmers are already organized and some 
even started on their value-adding 
enterprises.” This is how Dr. Myer G. Mula, 
National Program Director of the Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program of the Department of Agriculture 
(DA) sums up observations of his visit to 
Bicol to personally assess SAAD 
implementation.

Dr. Mula initially met with the SAAD 
regional program implementers headed by 
DA Bicol Regional Executive Director Rodel 
P. Tornilla, SAAD Focal Person, Luz R. 
Marcelino, and SAAD Action Officer Dr. 
Mary Grace DP. Rodriguez at the DA 
regional office on June 15 before 
proceeding to Sorsogon province.

In the discussion, Dir. Mula opens up the 
possibility for SAAD beneficiaries who are 
organic practitioners to apply and be 
certified under the Participatory Guarantee 
System (PGS) of RA 11511. Present during 
the meeting is the Bureau of Agriculture 
and Fisheries Standards (BAFS) Organic 
Division Chief, Ms. Joeve Calleja.

A briefing was also conducted to the 

Provincial SAAD Management Staff of 
Sorsogon headed by Mary Rose Detera 
(Provincial Coordinator) on June 16.

Pilar, Sorsogon

Two organizations in Pilar benefited from 
the SAAD intervention. Dr. Mula turned over 
Php 275,000 worth of high-value crops 
project to the Esperanza Farmers’ 
Association (30 members) and Poctol 
Backyard Farmers Association (33 
members). Randy Argote, president of 
Poctol Backyard FA thanked Dir. Mula and 
the SAAD Bicol for the continued outpour of 
interventions to his group.

“Halos kumpleto po ang ibinibigay ng 
SAAD, may pananim, abono, farm 
equipment at training. Kulang na lang nga 
po yun SAAD staff ang magbungkal ng 
lupa,” Argote quipped. His group also 
received Php 221,000 worth of 
interventions from SAAD in 2020 which 
they planted in aggregate 15 hectares (ha) 
of vegetable areas. They harvested more 
than 200 kilos of siling haba which they 
processed into pickles.

The other vegetables they harvested were 
consumed by the members’ households. 
“Binubuhay po ng SAAD ang aming mga 
pamilya ngayong pandemic. Last year nang 

nag-ECQ napakalaking tulong po ng SAAD 
dahil naging food sufficient po ang mga 
pamilya namin,” Argote added.

The SAAD interventions also reached the 
nearby Poctol Elementary School where the 
teachers were inspired to put up a 
vegetable garden with the help of the 
parents. “Ako mismo, nakita ko ang 
enthusiasm nila (Poctol Backyard FA) at 
ang impact ng garden sa community,” Jane 
Tad-o, the school principal attested. 
Impressed by the principal’s dedication to 
vegetable gardening, Dr. Mary Grace 
Rodriguez committed to including the 
Poctol Elementary School as a recipient of 
the Gulayan sa Paaralan Project under 
HVCDP.

The SAAD team also paid a courtesy call 
on Pilar Mayor, Ms. Carolyn C. Sy-Reyes. 
SAAD chief and the officials discussed the 
progress of SAAD agricultural projects in 
the municipality. Mayor Sy-Reyes 
welcomed Dir. Mula and his team, and 
ensured continued support to the program 
especially for the future SAAD projects that 
will cater to Sorsogon marginalized farmers 
and fishers including indigenous cultural 
communities (ICCs).

Donsol, Sorsogon

Dr. Mula turned over Php 370,000 worth of 
livestock package composed of 400 heads 
of mallard ducks, 450 bags feeds, nets, and 
laminated sacks to 39 members of the 
Ogod Indigenous People Agta Agriculture 
Production Association. Director Mula 

challenged the indigenous community to 
multiply the ducks from 400 to 40,000 
heads and come up with sustainable 
enterprises such as balut, salted egg, and 
become a multiplier farm of the province. 
He also urged the SAAD beneficiaries to 
integrate small ruminants in their farms and 
diversify their crops as he noticed that most 
of the areas in Bicol are coconut-based. He 
emphasized the importance of SAAD’s 
partnership with NCIP and the LGUs as 
agricultural extension workers from the 
respective local areas who serve as 
resource persons in various training 
conducted by the program.

Mary Rose Detera, SAAD provincial 
coordinator said that they have organized 
89 groups of farmers in Sorsogon since 
2018 and also helped them register with 
either SEC or DOLE.

Director Mula said that SAAD will continue 
providing various assistance to deserving 
farmers’ associations in the provinces 
covered by the program. He is keeping his 
fingers crossed that SAAD will be extended 
beyond 2022.

SAAD is under the locally-funded projects 
of the Department of Agriculture, serving as 
armor against poverty among the 
marginalized sectors in agriculture and 
fishery. It is currently being implemented in 
agriculture-based poorest of the poor 
provinces in 11 regions identified based on 
poverty incidence of 2012 and 2015. ### 
(Lovella Guarin)

DA-SAAD Davao de Oro distributes 
upgraded native chickens to GIDA farmers

June 8, 2021

DAVAO DE ORO, June 4, 2021 – The 
Department of Agriculture-Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program distributed 240 upgraded native 
chickens to 28 Geographically Isolated and 
Disadvantaged Areas (GIDA) farmers of 
Brgy. San Isidro, Nabunturan.

The needs-based interventions cost around 
Php 240,000, which were provided to San 
Isidro Farmers Association (SIFA).

The group received the chickens weighing 
1-2 kilograms (kg) each alongside 16 sacks 
of feeds and various biologics.

With more than a hundred members, SIFA 
elected 28 members to receive the poultry 
individually. Each beneficiary received 6 
upgraded chickens (5 pullets, 1 cockerel), 
20kg of feeds, a sachet of multivitamins, 
antibiotics, and dewormer.

Other members are poised to be given 
incoming 2021 SAAD projects such as 
upgraded goat and banana production.

They are set to receive another 34 sacks of 
feeds, 30 pieces of waterer, and a 
staggered issuance of biologics to be 
distributed in the months of July and 
August.

“Magpasalamat ta sa SAAD Program kay 
kita gihatagan ug livelihood program nga 
manok (We are thankful for SAAD program 
for they’ve given us this livelihood program 
in the form of chickens),” SIFA chairperson 
Evelyn Labadan said.

In her acceptance speech, she encouraged 
fellow farmers to strive to make the project 
last. “Ato gyud ning atimanon ug pag-ayo. 
Katong gitudlo sa atoa, atong tumanon 
kung unsaon nato pag-atiman para 
mudaghan ning mga manok (Let’s take 

good care of this. The training they gave to 
us—let’s implement how to properly care for 
the chickens so that they’ll multiply).”

SIFA is one of the few local farmers’ 
associations (FA) in Nabunturan endorsed 
by the local government unit to SAAD 
Region 11.

The remaining 72 poultry were put in an 
open communal area with a 2×2 meters 
coop for shelter. Once the cockerels turn 
into hens and start laying eggs, the 
association plans to distribute the first 
batch of chicks to members.

“Kaning atong chicken program is para 
madugangan ang panginabuhian sa atoang 
mag-uuma (Our chicken program is aimed 
to augment the livelihood of our farmers),” 
SAAD Region 11 Focal Person Naomi 
Lamata said.

She urged SIFA farmers to make the most 
of the implements. “Ato ning padaghanon 
kay ang mga programa sa gobyerno, 
gipaabot jud sa inyoha (Let’s make the 
most out of this, as the government’s 
program reaches to you.)

Former Nabunturan Mayor and current 
Second District board member Macario 
Humol attended the program, saying “Dako 
kaayo ni nga hagit para sa atoa nga ato jud 
ning ayuhon (This is a big challenge for us 
to take good care of this project).”

“Nasayod ko nga ang isa sa mga problema 
ani sa umaabot puhon, kanang unsaon nato 
ni pagpadayon ug pakaon. Pero naa tay 
mga area diri nga pwede nato tanoman ug 
mais. Unya…naa na tay gitukod dinha 
pinaagi sa PRDP, katong feed mill nga 
ibutang sa barangay Linda (I know that one 

continue to next page

of the challenges that we will have in the 
future with this project is how to sustain 
feeding the poultry. But we already have 
areas here that we can plant corn. Then, we 
also have a feed mill to be built through 
PRDP in Brgy. Linda),” he added.

SAAD Region 11, alongside Nabunturan’s 
Municipal Agriculturist Office, conducted 
capacity training to beneficiaries in San 
Isidro prior to distributing the implements. It 
included disseminating knowledge on 
poultry’s organic food sources to lessen the 
purchase of commercial feeds.

For the entire upgraded native chicken 
project, SAAD Region 11 allocated 
Php 3.3 million across 14 barangays in 9 
municipalities of the province. ### (James 
Brian Flaga)
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June 8, 2021

DAVAO DE ORO, June 4, 2021 – The 
Department of Agriculture-Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program distributed 240 upgraded native 
chickens to 28 Geographically Isolated and 
Disadvantaged Areas (GIDA) farmers of 
Brgy. San Isidro, Nabunturan.

The needs-based interventions cost around 
Php 240,000, which were provided to San 
Isidro Farmers Association (SIFA).

The group received the chickens weighing 
1-2 kilograms (kg) each alongside 16 sacks 
of feeds and various biologics.

With more than a hundred members, SIFA 
elected 28 members to receive the poultry 
individually. Each beneficiary received 6 
upgraded chickens (5 pullets, 1 cockerel), 
20kg of feeds, a sachet of multivitamins, 
antibiotics, and dewormer.

Other members are poised to be given 
incoming 2021 SAAD projects such as 
upgraded goat and banana production.

They are set to receive another 34 sacks of 
feeds, 30 pieces of waterer, and a 
staggered issuance of biologics to be 
distributed in the months of July and 
August.

“Magpasalamat ta sa SAAD Program kay 
kita gihatagan ug livelihood program nga 
manok (We are thankful for SAAD program 
for they’ve given us this livelihood program 
in the form of chickens),” SIFA chairperson 
Evelyn Labadan said.

In her acceptance speech, she encouraged 
fellow farmers to strive to make the project 
last. “Ato gyud ning atimanon ug pag-ayo. 
Katong gitudlo sa atoa, atong tumanon 
kung unsaon nato pag-atiman para 
mudaghan ning mga manok (Let’s take 

good care of this. The training they gave to 
us—let’s implement how to properly care for 
the chickens so that they’ll multiply).”

SIFA is one of the few local farmers’ 
associations (FA) in Nabunturan endorsed 
by the local government unit to SAAD 
Region 11.

The remaining 72 poultry were put in an 
open communal area with a 2×2 meters 
coop for shelter. Once the cockerels turn 
into hens and start laying eggs, the 
association plans to distribute the first 
batch of chicks to members.

“Kaning atong chicken program is para 
madugangan ang panginabuhian sa atoang 
mag-uuma (Our chicken program is aimed 
to augment the livelihood of our farmers),” 
SAAD Region 11 Focal Person Naomi 
Lamata said.

She urged SIFA farmers to make the most 
of the implements. “Ato ning padaghanon 
kay ang mga programa sa gobyerno, 
gipaabot jud sa inyoha (Let’s make the 
most out of this, as the government’s 
program reaches to you.)

Former Nabunturan Mayor and current 
Second District board member Macario 
Humol attended the program, saying “Dako 
kaayo ni nga hagit para sa atoa nga ato jud 
ning ayuhon (This is a big challenge for us 
to take good care of this project).”

“Nasayod ko nga ang isa sa mga problema 
ani sa umaabot puhon, kanang unsaon nato 
ni pagpadayon ug pakaon. Pero naa tay 
mga area diri nga pwede nato tanoman ug 
mais. Unya…naa na tay gitukod dinha 
pinaagi sa PRDP, katong feed mill nga 
ibutang sa barangay Linda (I know that one 

of the challenges that we will have in the 
future with this project is how to sustain 
feeding the poultry. But we already have 
areas here that we can plant corn. Then, we 
also have a feed mill to be built through 
PRDP in Brgy. Linda),” he added.

SAAD Region 11, alongside Nabunturan’s 
Municipal Agriculturist Office, conducted 
capacity training to beneficiaries in San 
Isidro prior to distributing the implements. It 
included disseminating knowledge on 
poultry’s organic food sources to lessen the 
purchase of commercial feeds.

For the entire upgraded native chicken 
project, SAAD Region 11 allocated 
Php 3.3 million across 14 barangays in 9 
municipalities of the province. ### (James 
Brian Flaga)

90 Matigsalug IP members receive free-range chickens and vegetable seeds from DA-SAAD

June 8, 2021

BUKIDNON, May 31, 2021 – Amid heavy 
rain, the Department of Agriculture - Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) in partnership with the 
High-Value Crops Development (HVCD) 
Program delivered free-range chickens and 
vegetable seeds to the 90 Matigsalug 
Indigenous People (IP) in Kitaotao.

The IP are members of the Sinuda 
Multi-Indigenous Sectoral Farmers and 
Workers Association (SIMUSOFAWA) – one 
of the Peoples Organizations assisted by 
the 3rd Infantry “Regardless of What” 
Battalion under its Civil-Military Operations 
(CMO).

SAAD, in its commitment to support 
Executive Order 70 or the whole of nation 
approach to End Local Communist Armed 
Conflict (ELCAC), granted Php 122,000 
worth of 202 free-range chickens and 15 
packs of chop suey seeds, while the HVCD 
program distributed 15 packs of pinakbet 

seeds which will be established in the 
group’s communal farm.

The leader of the association Datu Domino 
Pangcat said it is their first time to receive 
livelihood interventions from the 
Department of Agriculture Region 10.

“We are very thankful to have received 
these chickens. This will surely help in the 
livelihood of our tribe. In our Peoples 
Organization, this is the first time we 
received interventions from the region and I 
hope they will continue to serve other 
people as well,” said Datu Domino.

The said project amounts to Php 122,000 
under SAAD FY 2020 fund. It aims to help 
the tribe start their own chicken farm to 
provide poultry meat and vegetables for 
household consumption in their area.

The Matigsalug IP along with the farmer 
recipients of the free-range chickens from 
Quezon attended a one-day free-range 
chicken training at the Northern Mindanao 

Agricultural Crops and Livestock Research 
Complex (NMACLRC) on June 3. ### (Ruth 
Esther Bermundo)

June 2, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, May 28, 2021 
– The Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program provided a Php 1.39 
million worth of egg production livelihood to 
the 30 Indigenous Peoples (IP) of Milidan 
Kalipi Women’s Association at Baliguian, 
Zamboanga del Norte.

The association received 20 modules of 
Layer Chicken Raising Project with 960 
ready-to-lay chickens.

Association President Lorna Guling 
expressed her gratitude to the program for 
the interventions and to the Baliguian local 
government unit (LGU), which provided the 
housing for the chickens and materials for 
electrical connection.

“Our gratitude is immeasurable. Others 
may see this project as just eggs, but for us, 
it is our future.  Because of this opportunity 
you gave us, we commit ourselves to strive 
hard to take care of this project,” she said.

After the turnover, a training on Layer 
Chicken Production was conducted to 
equip them with enough knowledge on 
properly managing and sustaining the 
project.

DA-SAAD Livestock Technician Jailyn 
Gamutan served as the resource person 
during the training.

Partnership with the LGU

The DA-SAAD Provincial Coordinator 
Ronillo Dusaban shared that the 
partnership between the Program and the 
LGU of Baliguian made implementation of 
the project possible.

“The program may have given you the 
inputs but without the close coordination of 
the LGU, this will not be realized. We are 
happy that our mission to provide 
assistance to the poorest of the poor is 
made possible because of the partnership. 
We may have differences in tribe, religious 
and political beliefs, but both our aim is to 
help the community,” he stated.

Baliguian Mayor Albina Esmali also 
explained the important role of women to 
the project and said she is grateful for this 
livelihood opportunity provided to the 
association. “Now, the success of this 
project lies in your hands. With hard work 
and unity, you will have a bright future 
ahead,” she added.

Sangguniang Bayan member and 
Committee on Agriculture Chair Gani 
Esmali said that the project will also give 
convenience for them. He said, “We no 
longer have to go to the neighboring 
municipalities to buy eggs. We can also 
safely say that these eggs are fresh and 
affordable.”

“We are immensely thankful also to the 
DA-SAAD for catering the needs of the IPs 
because we can really see that they need 
assistance from the government,” he added.

Also present during the program are the 
Municipal Agriculturist Joele S. Selecio, 
Agricultural Technician Joseph Magallanes, 
LGU HVCDP coordinator Marife Borres, 
Area Coordinator Benhar Abunawas, and 
other DA-SAAD Provincial Management 
staff.

The Program remains steadfast in bridging 
the gap between the poorest of the poor 
and the livelihood opportunities of the 
government. ### (Aimee Lou Madjus and 
Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)
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June 8, 2021

DAVAO DE ORO, June 4, 2021 – The 
Department of Agriculture-Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program distributed 240 upgraded native 
chickens to 28 Geographically Isolated and 
Disadvantaged Areas (GIDA) farmers of 
Brgy. San Isidro, Nabunturan.

The needs-based interventions cost around 
Php 240,000, which were provided to San 
Isidro Farmers Association (SIFA).

The group received the chickens weighing 
1-2 kilograms (kg) each alongside 16 sacks 
of feeds and various biologics.

With more than a hundred members, SIFA 
elected 28 members to receive the poultry 
individually. Each beneficiary received 6 
upgraded chickens (5 pullets, 1 cockerel), 
20kg of feeds, a sachet of multivitamins, 
antibiotics, and dewormer.

Other members are poised to be given 
incoming 2021 SAAD projects such as 
upgraded goat and banana production.

They are set to receive another 34 sacks of 
feeds, 30 pieces of waterer, and a 
staggered issuance of biologics to be 
distributed in the months of July and 
August.

“Magpasalamat ta sa SAAD Program kay 
kita gihatagan ug livelihood program nga 
manok (We are thankful for SAAD program 
for they’ve given us this livelihood program 
in the form of chickens),” SIFA chairperson 
Evelyn Labadan said.

In her acceptance speech, she encouraged 
fellow farmers to strive to make the project 
last. “Ato gyud ning atimanon ug pag-ayo. 
Katong gitudlo sa atoa, atong tumanon 
kung unsaon nato pag-atiman para 
mudaghan ning mga manok (Let’s take 

good care of this. The training they gave to 
us—let’s implement how to properly care for 
the chickens so that they’ll multiply).”

SIFA is one of the few local farmers’ 
associations (FA) in Nabunturan endorsed 
by the local government unit to SAAD 
Region 11.

The remaining 72 poultry were put in an 
open communal area with a 2×2 meters 
coop for shelter. Once the cockerels turn 
into hens and start laying eggs, the 
association plans to distribute the first 
batch of chicks to members.

“Kaning atong chicken program is para 
madugangan ang panginabuhian sa atoang 
mag-uuma (Our chicken program is aimed 
to augment the livelihood of our farmers),” 
SAAD Region 11 Focal Person Naomi 
Lamata said.

She urged SIFA farmers to make the most 
of the implements. “Ato ning padaghanon 
kay ang mga programa sa gobyerno, 
gipaabot jud sa inyoha (Let’s make the 
most out of this, as the government’s 
program reaches to you.)

Former Nabunturan Mayor and current 
Second District board member Macario 
Humol attended the program, saying “Dako 
kaayo ni nga hagit para sa atoa nga ato jud 
ning ayuhon (This is a big challenge for us 
to take good care of this project).”

“Nasayod ko nga ang isa sa mga problema 
ani sa umaabot puhon, kanang unsaon nato 
ni pagpadayon ug pakaon. Pero naa tay 
mga area diri nga pwede nato tanoman ug 
mais. Unya…naa na tay gitukod dinha 
pinaagi sa PRDP, katong feed mill nga 
ibutang sa barangay Linda (I know that one 

of the challenges that we will have in the 
future with this project is how to sustain 
feeding the poultry. But we already have 
areas here that we can plant corn. Then, we 
also have a feed mill to be built through 
PRDP in Brgy. Linda),” he added.

SAAD Region 11, alongside Nabunturan’s 
Municipal Agriculturist Office, conducted 
capacity training to beneficiaries in San 
Isidro prior to distributing the implements. It 
included disseminating knowledge on 
poultry’s organic food sources to lessen the 
purchase of commercial feeds.

For the entire upgraded native chicken 
project, SAAD Region 11 allocated 
Php 3.3 million across 14 barangays in 9 
municipalities of the province. ### (James 
Brian Flaga)

Two FCAs in Samar receive almost 
2,000 chickens and vegetable seeds

June 3, 2021

SAMAR, May 28, 2021 – Two farmer 
cooperatives and associations (FCAs) in 
Pinacbadao, Samar received 1,920 
ready-to-lay (RTL) chickens from the 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(SAAD) Program of the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) in Region 8.

Sitio Agimet Upland FA from Barangay 
Pelaon received 960 head of RTL chickens 
on May 26 and divided them among 17 
members.

It was another community’s turn as the 
Botoc Farmers Credit Cooperative from 
Barangay Botoc received the same number 
of RTL chickens for their 40 members on 
May 27.

The expected egg production will be 
enough for their barangays and the 

neighboring towns as their target markets.

Aside from receiving the inputs for layer 
chicken egg production funded in 2021, 
each of the FCAs received additional 
project on vegetable farming.

The FCAs equally received 1 kilogram (kg) 
of squash, 1kg of pole sitao, 1kg of 
ampalaya, and 1/2kg of eggplant seeds. 
The target production area is 1 hectare per 
FCA. Together with the chickens, the total 
cost of the project is Php 2,716,047.

The projects are interventions of the SAAD 
Program towards fostering the production of 
poultry and harvesting of crops for 
sustainable food security.

The farmers, hopefully, will sustain the 
chickens and vegetables given to drive 
development within their community. ### 
(Andrea Ragot)

DA-SAAD ZDN partners with Baliguian LGU 
in providing the 30 women IPs livelihood

June 2, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, May 28, 2021 
– The Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program provided a Php 1.39 
million worth of egg production livelihood to 
the 30 Indigenous Peoples (IP) of Milidan 
Kalipi Women’s Association at Baliguian, 
Zamboanga del Norte.

The association received 20 modules of 
Layer Chicken Raising Project with 960 
ready-to-lay chickens.

Association President Lorna Guling 
expressed her gratitude to the program for 
the interventions and to the Baliguian local 
government unit (LGU), which provided the 
housing for the chickens and materials for 
electrical connection.

“Our gratitude is immeasurable. Others 
may see this project as just eggs, but for us, 
it is our future.  Because of this opportunity 
you gave us, we commit ourselves to strive 
hard to take care of this project,” she said.

After the turnover, a training on Layer 
Chicken Production was conducted to 
equip them with enough knowledge on 
properly managing and sustaining the 
project.

DA-SAAD Livestock Technician Jailyn 
Gamutan served as the resource person 
during the training.

Partnership with the LGU

The DA-SAAD Provincial Coordinator 
Ronillo Dusaban shared that the 
partnership between the Program and the 
LGU of Baliguian made implementation of 
the project possible.

“The program may have given you the 
inputs but without the close coordination of 
the LGU, this will not be realized. We are 
happy that our mission to provide 
assistance to the poorest of the poor is 
made possible because of the partnership. 
We may have differences in tribe, religious 
and political beliefs, but both our aim is to 
help the community,” he stated.

Baliguian Mayor Albina Esmali also 
explained the important role of women to 
the project and said she is grateful for this 
livelihood opportunity provided to the 
association. “Now, the success of this 
project lies in your hands. With hard work 
and unity, you will have a bright future 
ahead,” she added.

continue to next page

Sangguniang Bayan member and 
Committee on Agriculture Chair Gani 
Esmali said that the project will also give 
convenience for them. He said, “We no 
longer have to go to the neighboring 
municipalities to buy eggs. We can also 
safely say that these eggs are fresh and 
affordable.”

“We are immensely thankful also to the 
DA-SAAD for catering the needs of the IPs 
because we can really see that they need 
assistance from the government,” he added.

Also present during the program are the 
Municipal Agriculturist Joele S. Selecio, 
Agricultural Technician Joseph Magallanes, 
LGU HVCDP coordinator Marife Borres, 
Area Coordinator Benhar Abunawas, and 
other DA-SAAD Provincial Management 
staff.

The Program remains steadfast in bridging 
the gap between the poorest of the poor 
and the livelihood opportunities of the 
government. ### (Aimee Lou Madjus and 
Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)
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June 2, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, May 28, 2021 
– The Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program provided a Php 1.39 
million worth of egg production livelihood to 
the 30 Indigenous Peoples (IP) of Milidan 
Kalipi Women’s Association at Baliguian, 
Zamboanga del Norte.

The association received 20 modules of 
Layer Chicken Raising Project with 960 
ready-to-lay chickens.

Association President Lorna Guling 
expressed her gratitude to the program for 
the interventions and to the Baliguian local 
government unit (LGU), which provided the 
housing for the chickens and materials for 
electrical connection.

“Our gratitude is immeasurable. Others 
may see this project as just eggs, but for us, 
it is our future.  Because of this opportunity 
you gave us, we commit ourselves to strive 
hard to take care of this project,” she said.

After the turnover, a training on Layer 
Chicken Production was conducted to 
equip them with enough knowledge on 
properly managing and sustaining the 
project.

DA-SAAD Livestock Technician Jailyn 
Gamutan served as the resource person 
during the training.

Partnership with the LGU

The DA-SAAD Provincial Coordinator 
Ronillo Dusaban shared that the 
partnership between the Program and the 
LGU of Baliguian made implementation of 
the project possible.

“The program may have given you the 
inputs but without the close coordination of 
the LGU, this will not be realized. We are 
happy that our mission to provide 
assistance to the poorest of the poor is 
made possible because of the partnership. 
We may have differences in tribe, religious 
and political beliefs, but both our aim is to 
help the community,” he stated.

Baliguian Mayor Albina Esmali also 
explained the important role of women to 
the project and said she is grateful for this 
livelihood opportunity provided to the 
association. “Now, the success of this 
project lies in your hands. With hard work 
and unity, you will have a bright future 
ahead,” she added.

Sangguniang Bayan member and 
Committee on Agriculture Chair Gani 
Esmali said that the project will also give 
convenience for them. He said, “We no 
longer have to go to the neighboring 
municipalities to buy eggs. We can also 
safely say that these eggs are fresh and 
affordable.”

“We are immensely thankful also to the 
DA-SAAD for catering the needs of the IPs 
because we can really see that they need 
assistance from the government,” he added.

Also present during the program are the 
Municipal Agriculturist Joele S. Selecio, 
Agricultural Technician Joseph Magallanes, 
LGU HVCDP coordinator Marife Borres, 
Area Coordinator Benhar Abunawas, and 
other DA-SAAD Provincial Management 
staff.

The Program remains steadfast in bridging 
the gap between the poorest of the poor 
and the livelihood opportunities of the 
government. ### (Aimee Lou Madjus and 
Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)

Antique farmers hopeful on SAAD’s 
goat production project

June 1, 2021

ANTIQUE, May 20, 2021 – Four farmers’ 
associations in San Remigio, Antique 
received goats from the Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
of the Department of Agriculture (DA) – 
Western Visayas.

The distribution is part of the program’s 
Php 7.3 million goat production project for 
2021. This was an addition to the 
beneficiaries’ rice production livelihood.

Thirty-six (36) members of the Nagbangi I 
Organic Farmers’ Association from 
Barangay Nagbangi I, Carawisan II 
Agrarian Reform Beneficiary Association 
from Barangay Carawisan with 10 
members, General Luna Farmers’ 
Association from Barangay Luna with 30 
members, and Orquia Farmers’ Association 
from Barangay Orquia with 30 individuals 
became the recipients as their areas are 
considered suitable for goat raising. 

Nagbangi I Organic Farmers’ Association 
was given 72 goats – 12 bucks and 60 
does; Carawisan II received 36, with 6 
bucks and 30 does; and both the General 
Luna and Orquia beneficiaries received 36 
– 6 bucks and 12 does each.

The distributed goats, which range from 18 
months to two years old, were already 
suitable for breeding. The intervention 
package included drugs and biologics.

Felma Domiñes, President of Nagbangi I 
Organic Farmers’ Association, said goat 
raising is one of the simplest, low-cost 
livestock production projects that farmers 
can get involved in. Goats, she added, 
require low maintenance because they eat 
tree leaves, grasses, weeds, and 
agricultural by-products.

“Nalipay gid ako hay ridja run naka abut sa 
amon ang kanding halin sa SAAD Program. 
Bahul gid ang mabulig kadja nga project sa 
amon pangabuhi ridja. (I am very happy 
that the goats from SAAD Program were 
already delivered to our village. This project 
would be a big help in our lives here),” said 
Domiñes.

Charmaigne Soriano of the Carawisan II 
Agrarian Reform Beneficiary Association 
vowed they will take good care of the goats 
and eventually integrate the project to an 
established multiplier farm.

“Nalipay gid ako hay ang amo kadja nga 
SAAD project sara pa dugang nga bulig sa 
parangabuhin sa amon barangay. Kun 
magrako man ang amon mga kanding kag 
mangin successful ang project, duro gid 
ang mabuligan ilabi nagid ang amon mga 
miyembro, (I am very happy because this 
SAAD project will be an additional source of 
livelihood in our barangay. Many will be 
getting assistance especially our members 
if this project would be successful),” 
Soriano said.

According to SAAD Focal Person 

Dominador Marquez, the recipients are not 
required to pay back, but they have to raise 
the animals well to later distribute their kids 
to the other members of the association.

He added that other beneficiaries from 
Negros Occidental will also be receiving 
their goats in the coming months.

In 2020, the DA-SAAD team in Region 6 
was able to hand over goats to five 

associations in the five barangays in 
Laua-an for 298 individuals and had been 
delivering livelihood projects since 2019 to 
bolster the marginal farmers’ rice, corn, 
vegetable, and animal production. 

The sustainable projects provide better 
opportunities to farmers and livestock 
owners in pursuing agriculture and 
livestock raising as businesses. ### (Christ 
John Gamarcha and Andrea Ragot)

June 1, 2021

MISAMIS OCCIDENTAL, May 26 2021 – 
Forty-five farmers in Don Victoriano are set 
to receive from the Department of 
Agriculture-Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program’s 
Strawberry Production Project this 3rd 
quarter to support the existing production in 
the area.

These farmers have an existing five 
hectares (ha) of strawberry production and 
they are planning to add 1-2 ha when the 
intervention from the program will be 
delivered.

The beneficiaries were profiled and their 
farms were also validated on May 26.

Don Victoriano was added in 2020 as one 
of the covered municipalities in the 
Misamis Occidental with a poverty 
incidence of 59.10% – the highest in the 
province, according to the Philippine 
Statistics Authority in 2015.

A total of Php 771,000 worth of strawberry 
seedlings, knapsack sprayer, plastic mulch, 
shovel, seedling tray, garden net, plastic 
drum, sprinkler, and polyethylene (PE) bags 
will be delivered.

Municipal Agriculturist Nylvyn Tugano 
expressed his gratitude towards the 
implementation of the program in the 
municipality.

“I think the program (SAAD) will pave the 
way for other agencies to recognize that 
Don Victoriano has the potential to grow 
and become famous for its unique 
sceneries and resources. With the 
program’s timely implementation here, I 
hope that one day our farmers, especially 
the beneficiaries, will be considered as one 
of the top producing high value crop 
farmers in the region.”

With its unspoiled land, the town is situated 
in the highlands with conducive climatic 

conditions suited to high value crops such 
as strawberries, potatoes, cabbage, 
broccoli and cauliflower production. ### 
(Ruth Esther Bermundo)



MisOcc farmers to receive strawberry 
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June 2, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, May 28, 2021 
– The Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program provided a Php 1.39 
million worth of egg production livelihood to 
the 30 Indigenous Peoples (IP) of Milidan 
Kalipi Women’s Association at Baliguian, 
Zamboanga del Norte.

The association received 20 modules of 
Layer Chicken Raising Project with 960 
ready-to-lay chickens.

Association President Lorna Guling 
expressed her gratitude to the program for 
the interventions and to the Baliguian local 
government unit (LGU), which provided the 
housing for the chickens and materials for 
electrical connection.

“Our gratitude is immeasurable. Others 
may see this project as just eggs, but for us, 
it is our future.  Because of this opportunity 
you gave us, we commit ourselves to strive 
hard to take care of this project,” she said.

After the turnover, a training on Layer 
Chicken Production was conducted to 
equip them with enough knowledge on 
properly managing and sustaining the 
project.

DA-SAAD Livestock Technician Jailyn 
Gamutan served as the resource person 
during the training.

Partnership with the LGU

The DA-SAAD Provincial Coordinator 
Ronillo Dusaban shared that the 
partnership between the Program and the 
LGU of Baliguian made implementation of 
the project possible.

“The program may have given you the 
inputs but without the close coordination of 
the LGU, this will not be realized. We are 
happy that our mission to provide 
assistance to the poorest of the poor is 
made possible because of the partnership. 
We may have differences in tribe, religious 
and political beliefs, but both our aim is to 
help the community,” he stated.

Baliguian Mayor Albina Esmali also 
explained the important role of women to 
the project and said she is grateful for this 
livelihood opportunity provided to the 
association. “Now, the success of this 
project lies in your hands. With hard work 
and unity, you will have a bright future 
ahead,” she added.

Sangguniang Bayan member and 
Committee on Agriculture Chair Gani 
Esmali said that the project will also give 
convenience for them. He said, “We no 
longer have to go to the neighboring 
municipalities to buy eggs. We can also 
safely say that these eggs are fresh and 
affordable.”

“We are immensely thankful also to the 
DA-SAAD for catering the needs of the IPs 
because we can really see that they need 
assistance from the government,” he added.

Also present during the program are the 
Municipal Agriculturist Joele S. Selecio, 
Agricultural Technician Joseph Magallanes, 
LGU HVCDP coordinator Marife Borres, 
Area Coordinator Benhar Abunawas, and 
other DA-SAAD Provincial Management 
staff.

The Program remains steadfast in bridging 
the gap between the poorest of the poor 
and the livelihood opportunities of the 
government. ### (Aimee Lou Madjus and 
Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)

June 1, 2021

ANTIQUE, May 20, 2021 – Four farmers’ 
associations in San Remigio, Antique 
received goats from the Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
of the Department of Agriculture (DA) – 
Western Visayas.

The distribution is part of the program’s 
Php 7.3 million goat production project for 
2021. This was an addition to the 
beneficiaries’ rice production livelihood.

Thirty-six (36) members of the Nagbangi I 
Organic Farmers’ Association from 
Barangay Nagbangi I, Carawisan II 
Agrarian Reform Beneficiary Association 
from Barangay Carawisan with 10 
members, General Luna Farmers’ 
Association from Barangay Luna with 30 
members, and Orquia Farmers’ Association 
from Barangay Orquia with 30 individuals 
became the recipients as their areas are 
considered suitable for goat raising. 

Nagbangi I Organic Farmers’ Association 
was given 72 goats – 12 bucks and 60 
does; Carawisan II received 36, with 6 
bucks and 30 does; and both the General 
Luna and Orquia beneficiaries received 36 
– 6 bucks and 12 does each.

The distributed goats, which range from 18 
months to two years old, were already 
suitable for breeding. The intervention 
package included drugs and biologics.

Felma Domiñes, President of Nagbangi I 
Organic Farmers’ Association, said goat 
raising is one of the simplest, low-cost 
livestock production projects that farmers 
can get involved in. Goats, she added, 
require low maintenance because they eat 
tree leaves, grasses, weeds, and 
agricultural by-products.

“Nalipay gid ako hay ridja run naka abut sa 
amon ang kanding halin sa SAAD Program. 
Bahul gid ang mabulig kadja nga project sa 
amon pangabuhi ridja. (I am very happy 
that the goats from SAAD Program were 
already delivered to our village. This project 
would be a big help in our lives here),” said 
Domiñes.

Charmaigne Soriano of the Carawisan II 
Agrarian Reform Beneficiary Association 
vowed they will take good care of the goats 
and eventually integrate the project to an 
established multiplier farm.

“Nalipay gid ako hay ang amo kadja nga 
SAAD project sara pa dugang nga bulig sa 
parangabuhin sa amon barangay. Kun 
magrako man ang amon mga kanding kag 
mangin successful ang project, duro gid 
ang mabuligan ilabi nagid ang amon mga 
miyembro, (I am very happy because this 
SAAD project will be an additional source of 
livelihood in our barangay. Many will be 
getting assistance especially our members 
if this project would be successful),” 
Soriano said.

According to SAAD Focal Person 

Dominador Marquez, the recipients are not 
required to pay back, but they have to raise 
the animals well to later distribute their kids 
to the other members of the association.

He added that other beneficiaries from 
Negros Occidental will also be receiving 
their goats in the coming months.

In 2020, the DA-SAAD team in Region 6 
was able to hand over goats to five 

associations in the five barangays in 
Laua-an for 298 individuals and had been 
delivering livelihood projects since 2019 to 
bolster the marginal farmers’ rice, corn, 
vegetable, and animal production. 

The sustainable projects provide better 
opportunities to farmers and livestock 
owners in pursuing agriculture and 
livestock raising as businesses. ### (Christ 
John Gamarcha and Andrea Ragot)

June 1, 2021

MISAMIS OCCIDENTAL, May 27, 2021 – 
Forty-two (42) members of Kanao-kanao 
Small Farmers Association (KSFA) received 
a unit of Mobile Corn Mill from SAAD 
Program FY 2020 at Bonifacio, Misamis 
Occidental on May 27, 2021.

The Php 400,000 worth of machinery is in 
support of their Corn Production Project in 
2019 where 15 bags of OPV corn seeds 
worth Php 15,000 were distributed in 
barangay Kanao-kanao.

Municipal Agriculturist Rovil Rodrigo 
reminded the beneficiaries of their duties 
and responsibilities as recipients of the 
said machinery.

“This machinery is given to you because 
aside from you being identified as our 
SAAD beneficiaries, you are also an active 
association that works together and that is 
one of the characteristics we want to see in 
a group. And having been given this 
machinery, you all have responsibilities and 
duties in maintaining this and making sure 
this will serve you for a long time.”

The said mobile corn mill is for the 
processing for both yellow and white corn 
into corn grits, different sizes of corn 

granules, corn flour, and other corn 
products.

It will ease the farmer’s work from the 
traditional corn mills that use emery stone, 
two steel rollers, and oscillating sifters that 
all require a huge amount of power and 
time.

The beneficiaries of Bonifacio also expect 
to receive the 336 free-range chickens 
under SAAD FY 2020 this June once the 
lockdown restriction eased up in the 
province due to the rising cases of 
CoViD-19. ### (Ruth Esther Bermundo) 

June 1, 2021

MISAMIS OCCIDENTAL, May 26 2021 – 
Forty-five farmers in Don Victoriano are set 
to receive from the Department of 
Agriculture-Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program’s 
Strawberry Production Project this 3rd 
quarter to support the existing production in 
the area.

These farmers have an existing five 
hectares (ha) of strawberry production and 
they are planning to add 1-2 ha when the 
intervention from the program will be 
delivered.

The beneficiaries were profiled and their 
farms were also validated on May 26.

Don Victoriano was added in 2020 as one 
of the covered municipalities in the 
Misamis Occidental with a poverty 
incidence of 59.10% – the highest in the 
province, according to the Philippine 
Statistics Authority in 2015.

A total of Php 771,000 worth of strawberry 
seedlings, knapsack sprayer, plastic mulch, 
shovel, seedling tray, garden net, plastic 
drum, sprinkler, and polyethylene (PE) bags 
will be delivered.

Municipal Agriculturist Nylvyn Tugano 
expressed his gratitude towards the 
implementation of the program in the 
municipality.

“I think the program (SAAD) will pave the 
way for other agencies to recognize that 
Don Victoriano has the potential to grow 
and become famous for its unique 
sceneries and resources. With the 
program’s timely implementation here, I 
hope that one day our farmers, especially 
the beneficiaries, will be considered as one 
of the top producing high value crop 
farmers in the region.”

With its unspoiled land, the town is situated 
in the highlands with conducive climatic 

continue to next page

conditions suited to high value crops such 
as strawberries, potatoes, cabbage, 
broccoli and cauliflower production. ### 
(Ruth Esther Bermundo)
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June 1, 2021

MISAMIS OCCIDENTAL, May 26 2021 – 
Forty-five farmers in Don Victoriano are set 
to receive from the Department of 
Agriculture-Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program’s 
Strawberry Production Project this 3rd 
quarter to support the existing production in 
the area.

These farmers have an existing five 
hectares (ha) of strawberry production and 
they are planning to add 1-2 ha when the 
intervention from the program will be 
delivered.

The beneficiaries were profiled and their 
farms were also validated on May 26.

Don Victoriano was added in 2020 as one 
of the covered municipalities in the 
Misamis Occidental with a poverty 
incidence of 59.10% – the highest in the 
province, according to the Philippine 
Statistics Authority in 2015.

A total of Php 771,000 worth of strawberry 
seedlings, knapsack sprayer, plastic mulch, 
shovel, seedling tray, garden net, plastic 
drum, sprinkler, and polyethylene (PE) bags 
will be delivered.

Municipal Agriculturist Nylvyn Tugano 
expressed his gratitude towards the 
implementation of the program in the 
municipality.

“I think the program (SAAD) will pave the 
way for other agencies to recognize that 
Don Victoriano has the potential to grow 
and become famous for its unique 
sceneries and resources. With the 
program’s timely implementation here, I 
hope that one day our farmers, especially 
the beneficiaries, will be considered as one 
of the top producing high value crop 
farmers in the region.”

With its unspoiled land, the town is situated 
in the highlands with conducive climatic 

conditions suited to high value crops such 
as strawberries, potatoes, cabbage, 
broccoli and cauliflower production. ### 
(Ruth Esther Bermundo)

Php 14.1M agricultural inputs provided to 
Sarangani and Sultan Kudarat 29 FAs

May 26, 2021

SOCCSKSARGEN, May 6, 2021 – To 
guarantee that every Filipino family will 
have sufficient food on their table, the two 
provinces in Region 12 covered by the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program continued their strong partnership 
with the farmers and fisherfolk groups and 
the local government units (LGUs).

With the simultaneous mass distribution in 
the region, Php 14,171,259 worth of 
agricultural interventions were provided to 
Kiamba and Glan in Sarangani; and in 
Lebak, Sultan Kudarat.

Sarangani

Seventeen farmer associations’ (FAs) with 
460 members in Sarangani each received 
upland rice, urea fertilizer, complete 
fertilizer, OPV pinakbet seeds, knapsack 
sprayer, shovel, bolo, hand trowel, drum, 
collapsible dyer, hermetic storage, rice 
thresher (complete accessories), mini rice 
mill, corn sheller, and corn mill worth 
Php 10,279,283.

The inputs provided are under the following 
projects: (a) Integrated Upland Rice 
Production with Vegetable Production, 
Livestock and Postharvest Equipment 
Support, (b) Integrated Corn Production 
with Poultry, Vegetable Production and 
Postharvest Equipment Support, (c) Dairy 
Goat Production, and (d) Carabao 
Dispersal under FY 2021.

SAAD Regional Focal Person Maimona B. 
Amil said, “Maging masipag tayo dahil kung 
hindi tayo magsisikap kahit anong bigay o 
tulong ng ating gobyerno hindi tayo uunlad, 
ang pakiusap ko lang sa inyo ang ating 
programa dapat natin ito ingatan para sa 
ganun ay makakatulong sa ating 
pamumuhay.”

(Let us be diligent because if we do not 
make an effort of whatever our government 
gives us, we will not prosper; My plea to 
you is that we should take care of this 
program because it will help us in our 
livelihood.)

Kapate Muslim Farmer’s Association 
President Hadji Musa Solaiman expressed 
his gratitude to the agricultural inputs given 
to their community.

“Sa panahon ng pandemya ito ay 
makakatulong sa amin lalong lalo na sa 
mga kapatid nating mga Muslim dahil 
matagal na kami humihingi ng tulong sa 
gobyerno ngayon nakikita na namin ang 
response sa pamamagitan ng programa ng 
Department of Agriculture na pinamahagi, 
kaya gagawin naming ang lahat upang 
mapadami naming ang mga kambing na 
binigay sa amin, sana po sa mga 
kasamahan kong mga Muslim at sa aking 
mga kasamahan ko sa association bigyan 
natin halaga ang proyekto at ito’y 
pagtulong-tulongan upang mapadami natin 
para sa kinabukasan,” he shared.

(During the pandemic this will help us 
especially our Muslim brothers and sisters 
because we have been asking for help from 
the government for a long time, now we are 
seeing the response through the 
Department of Agriculture program, so we 
will do everything so that we can increase 
the number of goats given to us. I hope that 
my fellow Muslims and my colleagues in the 
association will give value to the project 
and help each other so that we can have 
increased production for the future.)

Meanwhile, Sarangani Provincial 
Agriculturist Jonathan Duhaylungsod 
together with the rest of the local officials 
expressed his deepest thanks to the SAAD 
Region 12 and committed to fully support 
the DA.

Sultan Kudarat

A package of upland rice, urea fertilizer, 
complete fertilizer, OPV pinakbet seeds, 
forage seeds, drugs and biologics, 
knapsack sprayer, shovel, bolo, hand 
trowel, rice thresher (complete 
accessories), mini rice mill, corn sheller 
(complete accessories) worth 
Php 3,891,976 were distributed to 12 
associations (266 members).

The assistance were provided under the 
following projects: (a) Integrated Upland 
Rice Production with Vegetable Production, 
Livestock and Postharvest Equipment 
Support, (b) Integrated Corn Production 
with Poultry, Vegetable Production and 
Postharvest Equipment Support, (c) Dairy 
Goat Production, and (d) Carabao 
Dispersal.

Lebak Municipal Agriculturist Rene 
Sanchez expressed his gratitude to the DA 
12 Regional Executive Director Arlan M. 
Mangelen for the unending support and 
projects rendered to the municipality.

He said, “Nagpapasalamat po tayo kasi out 
of 12 municipalities nasama po ang Lebak 
na magkaroon ng SAAD projects, at ako’y 
sumasaludo sa ating Regional Executive 

Director na kung saan hindi niya 
nakaligtaan na ibahagi sa Lebak ang mga 
proyektong ito.”

(We are grateful because out of the 12 
municipalities in Lebak, we are included in 
the SAAD projects. My salute to the DA 12 
Regional Executive Director because he 
did not forget to share with the municipality 
of Lebak for these projects.)

Ms. Amil also iterated that “SAAD is a 
program intended to help alleviate poverty 
among the marginalized farmers and 
fisherfolk and develop these projects in 
order to help and provide enough food to 
every Filipino family.’’

Salaman/Tulusan Farmer’s Association 
President Sukarno Kabagani shared that 
they are committed to take care of the 
projects.

“It should attend to the welfare of its 
members as well, we are very grateful as 
the recipients because this livelihood 
program could greatly help us with over 
financial needs, what we could promise is 
the assurance that we will take good care of 
what we have received, the same way that 
we take good care of ourselves,” shared 
Kabagani. ### (Ryan Jeams Claud)

May 21, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, May 19, 2021 
– Forty farmers from Siayan received 4,000 
banana plantlets and inputs worth 
Php 1,163,020 from the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program.

Three farmers’ cooperatives, the Gonayen 
Consumers Cooperative (10 members), 
Polayo Consumers Cooperative (10 
members), and Guibo Consumers 
Cooperative (20 members) are recipients of 
the Banana (Lakatan) Production Project.

The Gonayen and Polayo Consumers 

Cooperative got 1,000 banana plantlets 
each, while the Guibo Consumers 
Cooperative received 2,000 plantlets. A 
1,000 plantlets are to cover 1 hectare (ha) 
area.

The package also includes 90 bags of 
complete fertilizers, 180 packs of foliar 
fertilizer, 60 bags of muriate of potash, 45 
bags of urea, and 450 bags of vermicast to 
be utilized in the 4ha banana project.

According to DA-SAAD Provincial 
Coordinator Ronillo Dusaban, the farmers 

were also provided with technical training 
on banana production to ensure that they 
are equipped with knowledge to care for the 
project.
“SAAD provides the needed farm inputs 
including the guidance and mentorship in 
preparation, from planting to harvesting and 
even in market support until the products 
reach the consumers,” said Dusaban during 
the distribution activity.

“Many farmers succeed in banana farming 
and SAAD looks forward to the success of 
this project. We hope that you continue to 
work hard and remember that there is a 
government that sees you and prioritizes 

you,” he added.

Among those who served as resource 
speakers and training specialists during the 
technical training were Agriculture 
Technician Ronilo Sambang and Municipal 
Agriculturist Edu Velasco.

SAAD aims to help starting farmers with 
their agricultural produce and contribute to 
the industry. Through the small plantlets, 
they hope to help alleviate the lives of those 
in the cooperative and to guide the 
management of banana farming in the 
town. ### (Aimee Lou Madjus, Andrea 
Ragot, and Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)
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June 1, 2021

MISAMIS OCCIDENTAL, May 26 2021 – 
Forty-five farmers in Don Victoriano are set 
to receive from the Department of 
Agriculture-Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program’s 
Strawberry Production Project this 3rd 
quarter to support the existing production in 
the area.

These farmers have an existing five 
hectares (ha) of strawberry production and 
they are planning to add 1-2 ha when the 
intervention from the program will be 
delivered.

The beneficiaries were profiled and their 
farms were also validated on May 26.

Don Victoriano was added in 2020 as one 
of the covered municipalities in the 
Misamis Occidental with a poverty 
incidence of 59.10% – the highest in the 
province, according to the Philippine 
Statistics Authority in 2015.

A total of Php 771,000 worth of strawberry 
seedlings, knapsack sprayer, plastic mulch, 
shovel, seedling tray, garden net, plastic 
drum, sprinkler, and polyethylene (PE) bags 
will be delivered.

Municipal Agriculturist Nylvyn Tugano 
expressed his gratitude towards the 
implementation of the program in the 
municipality.

“I think the program (SAAD) will pave the 
way for other agencies to recognize that 
Don Victoriano has the potential to grow 
and become famous for its unique 
sceneries and resources. With the 
program’s timely implementation here, I 
hope that one day our farmers, especially 
the beneficiaries, will be considered as one 
of the top producing high value crop 
farmers in the region.”

With its unspoiled land, the town is situated 
in the highlands with conducive climatic 

conditions suited to high value crops such 
as strawberries, potatoes, cabbage, 
broccoli and cauliflower production. ### 
(Ruth Esther Bermundo) May 26, 2021

SOCCSKSARGEN, May 6, 2021 – To 
guarantee that every Filipino family will 
have sufficient food on their table, the two 
provinces in Region 12 covered by the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program continued their strong partnership 
with the farmers and fisherfolk groups and 
the local government units (LGUs).

With the simultaneous mass distribution in 
the region, Php 14,171,259 worth of 
agricultural interventions were provided to 
Kiamba and Glan in Sarangani; and in 
Lebak, Sultan Kudarat.

Sarangani

Seventeen farmer associations’ (FAs) with 
460 members in Sarangani each received 
upland rice, urea fertilizer, complete 
fertilizer, OPV pinakbet seeds, knapsack 
sprayer, shovel, bolo, hand trowel, drum, 
collapsible dyer, hermetic storage, rice 
thresher (complete accessories), mini rice 
mill, corn sheller, and corn mill worth 
Php 10,279,283.

The inputs provided are under the following 
projects: (a) Integrated Upland Rice 
Production with Vegetable Production, 
Livestock and Postharvest Equipment 
Support, (b) Integrated Corn Production 
with Poultry, Vegetable Production and 
Postharvest Equipment Support, (c) Dairy 
Goat Production, and (d) Carabao 
Dispersal under FY 2021.

SAAD Regional Focal Person Maimona B. 
Amil said, “Maging masipag tayo dahil kung 
hindi tayo magsisikap kahit anong bigay o 
tulong ng ating gobyerno hindi tayo uunlad, 
ang pakiusap ko lang sa inyo ang ating 
programa dapat natin ito ingatan para sa 
ganun ay makakatulong sa ating 
pamumuhay.”

(Let us be diligent because if we do not 
make an effort of whatever our government 
gives us, we will not prosper; My plea to 
you is that we should take care of this 
program because it will help us in our 
livelihood.)

Kapate Muslim Farmer’s Association 
President Hadji Musa Solaiman expressed 
his gratitude to the agricultural inputs given 
to their community.

“Sa panahon ng pandemya ito ay 
makakatulong sa amin lalong lalo na sa 
mga kapatid nating mga Muslim dahil 
matagal na kami humihingi ng tulong sa 
gobyerno ngayon nakikita na namin ang 
response sa pamamagitan ng programa ng 
Department of Agriculture na pinamahagi, 
kaya gagawin naming ang lahat upang 
mapadami naming ang mga kambing na 
binigay sa amin, sana po sa mga 
kasamahan kong mga Muslim at sa aking 
mga kasamahan ko sa association bigyan 
natin halaga ang proyekto at ito’y 
pagtulong-tulongan upang mapadami natin 
para sa kinabukasan,” he shared.

(During the pandemic this will help us 
especially our Muslim brothers and sisters 
because we have been asking for help from 
the government for a long time, now we are 
seeing the response through the 
Department of Agriculture program, so we 
will do everything so that we can increase 
the number of goats given to us. I hope that 
my fellow Muslims and my colleagues in the 
association will give value to the project 
and help each other so that we can have 
increased production for the future.)

Meanwhile, Sarangani Provincial 
Agriculturist Jonathan Duhaylungsod 
together with the rest of the local officials 
expressed his deepest thanks to the SAAD 
Region 12 and committed to fully support 
the DA.

Sultan Kudarat

A package of upland rice, urea fertilizer, 
complete fertilizer, OPV pinakbet seeds, 
forage seeds, drugs and biologics, 
knapsack sprayer, shovel, bolo, hand 
trowel, rice thresher (complete 
accessories), mini rice mill, corn sheller 
(complete accessories) worth 
Php 3,891,976 were distributed to 12 
associations (266 members).

The assistance were provided under the 
following projects: (a) Integrated Upland 
Rice Production with Vegetable Production, 
Livestock and Postharvest Equipment 
Support, (b) Integrated Corn Production 
with Poultry, Vegetable Production and 
Postharvest Equipment Support, (c) Dairy 
Goat Production, and (d) Carabao 
Dispersal.

Lebak Municipal Agriculturist Rene 
Sanchez expressed his gratitude to the DA 
12 Regional Executive Director Arlan M. 
Mangelen for the unending support and 
projects rendered to the municipality.

He said, “Nagpapasalamat po tayo kasi out 
of 12 municipalities nasama po ang Lebak 
na magkaroon ng SAAD projects, at ako’y 
sumasaludo sa ating Regional Executive 

Director na kung saan hindi niya 
nakaligtaan na ibahagi sa Lebak ang mga 
proyektong ito.”

(We are grateful because out of the 12 
municipalities in Lebak, we are included in 
the SAAD projects. My salute to the DA 12 
Regional Executive Director because he 
did not forget to share with the municipality 
of Lebak for these projects.)

Ms. Amil also iterated that “SAAD is a 
program intended to help alleviate poverty 
among the marginalized farmers and 
fisherfolk and develop these projects in 
order to help and provide enough food to 
every Filipino family.’’

Salaman/Tulusan Farmer’s Association 
President Sukarno Kabagani shared that 
they are committed to take care of the 
projects.

“It should attend to the welfare of its 
members as well, we are very grateful as 
the recipients because this livelihood 
program could greatly help us with over 
financial needs, what we could promise is 
the assurance that we will take good care of 
what we have received, the same way that 
we take good care of ourselves,” shared 
Kabagani. ### (Ryan Jeams Claud)

Siayan farmers receive banana 
production inputs worth Php 1M

May 21, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, May 19, 2021 
– Forty farmers from Siayan received 4,000 
banana plantlets and inputs worth 
Php 1,163,020 from the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program.

Three farmers’ cooperatives, the Gonayen 
Consumers Cooperative (10 members), 
Polayo Consumers Cooperative (10 
members), and Guibo Consumers 
Cooperative (20 members) are recipients of 
the Banana (Lakatan) Production Project.

The Gonayen and Polayo Consumers 

Cooperative got 1,000 banana plantlets 
each, while the Guibo Consumers 
Cooperative received 2,000 plantlets. A 
1,000 plantlets are to cover 1 hectare (ha) 
area.

The package also includes 90 bags of 
complete fertilizers, 180 packs of foliar 
fertilizer, 60 bags of muriate of potash, 45 
bags of urea, and 450 bags of vermicast to 
be utilized in the 4ha banana project.

According to DA-SAAD Provincial 
Coordinator Ronillo Dusaban, the farmers 

Farmers’ 
Cooperatives and 

Association 

Inputs Unit of 
Measure 

Quantity 

Gonayen Consumers 
Cooperative 

Banana plantlet 1,000 
Complete Fertilizer bag 24 
Foliar Fertilizer bag 45 
Muriate of Potash bag 15 
Urea bag 12 
Vermicast bag 120 

Polayo Consumers 
Cooperative 

Banana plantlet 1,000 
Complete Fertilizer bag 24 
Foliar Fertilizer bag 45 
Muriate of Potash bag 15 
Urea bag 12 
Vermicast bag 120 

Guibo Consumers 
Cooperative 

Banana plantlet 2,000 
Complete Fertilizer bag 42 
Foliar Fertilizer bag 90 
Muriate of Potash bag 30 
Urea bag 21 
Vermicast bag 210 

 

Table 75. Banana Production Beneficiaries in Siayan, Zamboanga del Norte

continue to next page

were also provided with technical training 
on banana production to ensure that they 
are equipped with knowledge to care for the 
project.
“SAAD provides the needed farm inputs 
including the guidance and mentorship in 
preparation, from planting to harvesting and 
even in market support until the products 
reach the consumers,” said Dusaban during 
the distribution activity.

“Many farmers succeed in banana farming 
and SAAD looks forward to the success of 
this project. We hope that you continue to 
work hard and remember that there is a 
government that sees you and prioritizes 

you,” he added.

Among those who served as resource 
speakers and training specialists during the 
technical training were Agriculture 
Technician Ronilo Sambang and Municipal 
Agriculturist Edu Velasco.

SAAD aims to help starting farmers with 
their agricultural produce and contribute to 
the industry. Through the small plantlets, 
they hope to help alleviate the lives of those 
in the cooperative and to guide the 
management of banana farming in the 
town. ### (Aimee Lou Madjus, Andrea 
Ragot, and Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)
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May 21, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, May 19, 2021 
– Forty farmers from Siayan received 4,000 
banana plantlets and inputs worth 
Php 1,163,020 from the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program.

Three farmers’ cooperatives, the Gonayen 
Consumers Cooperative (10 members), 
Polayo Consumers Cooperative (10 
members), and Guibo Consumers 
Cooperative (20 members) are recipients of 
the Banana (Lakatan) Production Project.

The Gonayen and Polayo Consumers 

Cooperative got 1,000 banana plantlets 
each, while the Guibo Consumers 
Cooperative received 2,000 plantlets. A 
1,000 plantlets are to cover 1 hectare (ha) 
area.

The package also includes 90 bags of 
complete fertilizers, 180 packs of foliar 
fertilizer, 60 bags of muriate of potash, 45 
bags of urea, and 450 bags of vermicast to 
be utilized in the 4ha banana project.

According to DA-SAAD Provincial 
Coordinator Ronillo Dusaban, the farmers 

were also provided with technical training 
on banana production to ensure that they 
are equipped with knowledge to care for the 
project.
“SAAD provides the needed farm inputs 
including the guidance and mentorship in 
preparation, from planting to harvesting and 
even in market support until the products 
reach the consumers,” said Dusaban during 
the distribution activity.

“Many farmers succeed in banana farming 
and SAAD looks forward to the success of 
this project. We hope that you continue to 
work hard and remember that there is a 
government that sees you and prioritizes 

you,” he added.

Among those who served as resource 
speakers and training specialists during the 
technical training were Agriculture 
Technician Ronilo Sambang and Municipal 
Agriculturist Edu Velasco.

SAAD aims to help starting farmers with 
their agricultural produce and contribute to 
the industry. Through the small plantlets, 
they hope to help alleviate the lives of those 
in the cooperative and to guide the 
management of banana farming in the 
town. ### (Aimee Lou Madjus, Andrea 
Ragot, and Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)

DA-SAAD turns over Php 10.7M to 
boost poultry and livestock in Siquijor

May 19, 2021

SIQUIJOR, May 18, 2021 – The 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program in Region 7 turned over Php 10.7 
million to the provincial local government 
unit (PLGU) to boost cattle, goat, and 
chicken production.

Through the Provincial Agriculture 
Technology Coordinating Office (PATCO) of 
Siquijor, the funds were handed over to the 
Provincial Veterinary Office to carry out the 
FY 2019 Upgraded Cattle and Goat 
Production Project and FY 2020 Chicken 
Egg Production Project.

The office will be in charge of procuring the 
agricultural supplies and conducting 
training for the farmers.

The Upgraded Cattle and Goat Production 
Project worth Php 6,076,000 will be used to 
procure 100 upgraded cattle and 60 packets 
(four female and 1 male goat per packet) of 
upgraded goat. The 100 recipients of the 
cattle project will automatically become 

members of the Siquijor Cattle Producers 
Association (SICAPA) while the 60 
recipients of the goat project will become 
members of the Siquijor Island Goatery 
Producers Association (SIGPA).

On the other hand, the Php 4,640,000 was 
allocated for 50 modules (48 chickens per 
module) of the Chicken Egg Production 
Project inputs. A pair of farmers will receive 
one module of chicken, totaling to 100 
individual beneficiaries.

During the ceremony at the Siquijor 
Provincial Capitol, Governor Zaldy S. Villa 
expressed his gratitude to the DA and the 
SAAD Program for its continued support to 
the agriculture sector in the province.

The SAAD Program projects in Siquijor 
started in 2018 with the collaborative efforts 
of DA Regional Office, DA-PATCO Siquijor, 
PLGU-Provincial Veterinary Office, 
Municipal Agriculture Offices, and the 
LGUs.

SAAD fulfills DA’s twin goals of 
Masaganang Ani at Mataas Na Kita by 

assisting the farmers in marginalized areas 
produce crops, livestock and poultry and 
developing their livelihood into 
agri-enterprise. ### (Natalianne Marie 
Delos Reyes)

12,000 layer chickens for 
DA-SAAD ZaNorte FCs and FAs

May 18, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, May 14, 2021 
– The Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program in Region 9 delivered 
266 modules (48 chickens per module) or 
approximately 12,768 chickens to 33 
farmers’ cooperatives (FCs) and 
associations (FAs) in Zamboanga del Norte 
(ZaNorte). The Layer Chicken Raising 
Project worth Php 14,616,700 was 
distributed from May 4 -13 in 15 
municipalities.

According to Provincial Coordinator Ronillo 
Dusaban, the project is one of the booming 
enterprises implemented by SAAD. “We are 
in the process of expanding the layer 
chicken production project because of the 
high demands of fresh eggs in the 
community,” said Dusaban.

Ubay FA President Emily Simona from 
Piñan said that the additional modules of 
chicken are a great help to them in 
supplying more eggs for their community.

“Since the prices of meat are high, the 

people resort to buying eggs as 
their viand – this is why the 
expansion of this project is very 
timely. We are very blessed 
because aside from the chicken 
and feeds, we also received a 
delivery vehicle to transport these 
eggs to our regular customers,” 
Simona said, expressing her 
gratitude for the opportunities 
given to the farmers.

Scan the QR code to see the list 
of groups which received the 
project.

SAAD aims to assist poor farmers 
in developing enterprises in 
support of the DA’s twin goal 
Masaganang Ani at Mataas Na 
Kita. ### (Aimee Lou Madjus, 
Andrea Ragot. and Natalianne 
Marie Delos Reyes)

May 12, 2021

SURIGAO DEL SUR, May 6, 2021 – 
Thirty-one farmers in Bayabas ventured 
into native chicken and peanut production 
projects funded under Fiscal Year (FY) 
2021 through the Department of Agriculture 
– Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program.

In a turnover ceremony held at Manliguez 
Coconut Farm, Sitio Cagbuaya in Balete, 
the Balete Chicken Growers’ Association 
(BACGA) received Php 442,250 worth of 
inputs for the chicken production project 
consisting of poultry crates, egg trays, 
weighing scale, drugs, and biologics.

They also received an additional 
Php 140,000 worth of peanut production 
package which includes the following 
inputs: 35 bags of peanut seeds (20kg/bag) 
good for 5 hectares, complete fertilizer, 
nets, a water plastic drum, and a water 
hose.

Bayabas Mayor Maria Clarita Limbaro 
encouraged BACGA to sustain their poultry, 
which serves as a helpful undertaking, 
especially with the threats of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“Ang Bayabasnon kugihan, maong padayon 
sa inyong pag paningkamot. Kining project 
dakong tabang labi na karong pandemya,” 
said Mayor Limbaro. [Bayabas locals are 
hardworking, so I encourage you to 
persevere. This project is already a big 
help, especially with the threats of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.]

Mayor Limbaro also commended the 
“complete package” mechanism of the 
DA-SAAD Program. True to its promise, the 
DA-SAAD Program continues its support 
as its beneficiaries’ transition to 
entrepreneurship.

According to Surigao del Sur Provincial 
Agriculturist Marcos M. Quico, livelihood 
projects such as the SAAD-funded poultry 
production serve as launchpads of 
agri-preneurs.

“The true measure of successful 
interventions is a noticeable change in the 
lives of its members,” said Mr. Quico, 
challenging all BACGA members to expand 
their entrepreneurial endeavors and to kick 
off individual businesses as soon as they 
can.

Also present during the turnover ceremony 
were SAAD Deputy Focal Person Jekem D. 
Sanchez, representing Regional Executive 
Director Abel James I. Monteagudo, and 
Municipal Agriculturist Geralyn B. Guibao.

BACGA

BACGA hails from Barangay Balete in 
Bayabas, a 5th-class municipality in 
Surigao del Sur. Fishing and rice farming 
are the primary agricultural activities in the 
area.

Assembled in 2019, the women-led BACGA 
has since received Php 1.7 million worth 
agricultural inputs under FYs 2019-2020 
budget.

With the establishment of the three poultry 
houses with 490 upgraded native chickens, 
BACGA members now have an additional 
livelihood, which is the first of its kind in the 
locale.

In May 2020, BACGA started selling eggs in 
their community. By August the same year, 
the association solidified its start-up 
enterprise by selling chicks to nearby 
municipalities.

Eleven months into the business, 
BACGA reported accumulated 
earnings of Php 101,940 from eggs 
and chick sales.

BACGA President Nenita Dalayan 
committed to sustaining their 
livelihood as they become 
established agripreneurs. 
According to Nenita, “Aduna nay 
kalambuan sa income sa BACGA. 
Mas ganado na ang akong mga 
membro kay regular naman among 
income. Padayon among pag 
paningkamot.” [We have observed 
some progress in terms of our 
sales. This encourages us to 
persevere more.] ### (Mark Angelo 
Pineda and Natalianne Marie 
Delos Reyes)
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May 21, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, May 19, 2021 
– Forty farmers from Siayan received 4,000 
banana plantlets and inputs worth 
Php 1,163,020 from the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program.

Three farmers’ cooperatives, the Gonayen 
Consumers Cooperative (10 members), 
Polayo Consumers Cooperative (10 
members), and Guibo Consumers 
Cooperative (20 members) are recipients of 
the Banana (Lakatan) Production Project.

The Gonayen and Polayo Consumers 

Cooperative got 1,000 banana plantlets 
each, while the Guibo Consumers 
Cooperative received 2,000 plantlets. A 
1,000 plantlets are to cover 1 hectare (ha) 
area.

The package also includes 90 bags of 
complete fertilizers, 180 packs of foliar 
fertilizer, 60 bags of muriate of potash, 45 
bags of urea, and 450 bags of vermicast to 
be utilized in the 4ha banana project.

According to DA-SAAD Provincial 
Coordinator Ronillo Dusaban, the farmers 

were also provided with technical training 
on banana production to ensure that they 
are equipped with knowledge to care for the 
project.
“SAAD provides the needed farm inputs 
including the guidance and mentorship in 
preparation, from planting to harvesting and 
even in market support until the products 
reach the consumers,” said Dusaban during 
the distribution activity.

“Many farmers succeed in banana farming 
and SAAD looks forward to the success of 
this project. We hope that you continue to 
work hard and remember that there is a 
government that sees you and prioritizes 

you,” he added.

Among those who served as resource 
speakers and training specialists during the 
technical training were Agriculture 
Technician Ronilo Sambang and Municipal 
Agriculturist Edu Velasco.

SAAD aims to help starting farmers with 
their agricultural produce and contribute to 
the industry. Through the small plantlets, 
they hope to help alleviate the lives of those 
in the cooperative and to guide the 
management of banana farming in the 
town. ### (Aimee Lou Madjus, Andrea 
Ragot, and Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)

May 18, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, May 14, 2021 
– The Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program in Region 9 delivered 
266 modules (48 chickens per module) or 
approximately 12,768 chickens to 33 
farmers’ cooperatives (FCs) and 
associations (FAs) in Zamboanga del Norte 
(ZaNorte). The Layer Chicken Raising 
Project worth Php 14,616,700 was 
distributed from May 4 -13 in 15 
municipalities.

According to Provincial Coordinator Ronillo 
Dusaban, the project is one of the booming 
enterprises implemented by SAAD. “We are 
in the process of expanding the layer 
chicken production project because of the 
high demands of fresh eggs in the 
community,” said Dusaban.

Ubay FA President Emily Simona from 
Piñan said that the additional modules of 
chicken are a great help to them in 
supplying more eggs for their community.

“Since the prices of meat are high, the 

people resort to buying eggs as 
their viand – this is why the 
expansion of this project is very 
timely. We are very blessed 
because aside from the chicken 
and feeds, we also received a 
delivery vehicle to transport these 
eggs to our regular customers,” 
Simona said, expressing her 
gratitude for the opportunities 
given to the farmers.

Scan the QR code to see the list 
of groups which received the 
project.

SAAD aims to assist poor farmers 
in developing enterprises in 
support of the DA’s twin goal 
Masaganang Ani at Mataas Na 
Kita. ### (Aimee Lou Madjus, 
Andrea Ragot. and Natalianne 
Marie Delos Reyes)

Bayabas fishers venture into 
SAAD-funded chicken and peanut production

May 12, 2021

SURIGAO DEL SUR, May 6, 2021 – 
Thirty-one farmers in Bayabas ventured 
into native chicken and peanut production 
projects funded under Fiscal Year (FY) 
2021 through the Department of Agriculture 
– Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program.

In a turnover ceremony held at Manliguez 
Coconut Farm, Sitio Cagbuaya in Balete, 
the Balete Chicken Growers’ Association 
(BACGA) received Php 442,250 worth of 
inputs for the chicken production project 
consisting of poultry crates, egg trays, 
weighing scale, drugs, and biologics.

They also received an additional 
Php 140,000 worth of peanut production 
package which includes the following 
inputs: 35 bags of peanut seeds (20kg/bag) 
good for 5 hectares, complete fertilizer, 
nets, a water plastic drum, and a water 
hose.

Bayabas Mayor Maria Clarita Limbaro 
encouraged BACGA to sustain their poultry, 
which serves as a helpful undertaking, 
especially with the threats of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“Ang Bayabasnon kugihan, maong padayon 
sa inyong pag paningkamot. Kining project 
dakong tabang labi na karong pandemya,” 
said Mayor Limbaro. [Bayabas locals are 
hardworking, so I encourage you to 
persevere. This project is already a big 
help, especially with the threats of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.]

Mayor Limbaro also commended the 
“complete package” mechanism of the 
DA-SAAD Program. True to its promise, the 
DA-SAAD Program continues its support 
as its beneficiaries’ transition to 
entrepreneurship.

According to Surigao del Sur Provincial 
Agriculturist Marcos M. Quico, livelihood 
projects such as the SAAD-funded poultry 
production serve as launchpads of 
agri-preneurs.

“The true measure of successful 
interventions is a noticeable change in the 
lives of its members,” said Mr. Quico, 
challenging all BACGA members to expand 
their entrepreneurial endeavors and to kick 
off individual businesses as soon as they 
can.

Also present during the turnover ceremony 
were SAAD Deputy Focal Person Jekem D. 
Sanchez, representing Regional Executive 
Director Abel James I. Monteagudo, and 
Municipal Agriculturist Geralyn B. Guibao.

BACGA

BACGA hails from Barangay Balete in 
Bayabas, a 5th-class municipality in 
Surigao del Sur. Fishing and rice farming 
are the primary agricultural activities in the 
area.

Assembled in 2019, the women-led BACGA 
has since received Php 1.7 million worth 
agricultural inputs under FYs 2019-2020 
budget.

With the establishment of the three poultry 
houses with 490 upgraded native chickens, 
BACGA members now have an additional 
livelihood, which is the first of its kind in the 
locale.

In May 2020, BACGA started selling eggs in 
their community. By August the same year, 
the association solidified its start-up 
enterprise by selling chicks to nearby 
municipalities.

continue to next page

Eleven months into the business, 
BACGA reported accumulated 
earnings of Php 101,940 from eggs 
and chick sales.

BACGA President Nenita Dalayan 
committed to sustaining their 
livelihood as they become 
established agripreneurs. 
According to Nenita, “Aduna nay 
kalambuan sa income sa BACGA. 
Mas ganado na ang akong mga 
membro kay regular naman among 
income. Padayon among pag 
paningkamot.” [We have observed 
some progress in terms of our 
sales. This encourages us to 
persevere more.] ### (Mark Angelo 
Pineda and Natalianne Marie 
Delos Reyes)
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SURIGAO DEL SUR, May 6, 2021 – 
Thirty-one farmers in Bayabas ventured 
into native chicken and peanut production 
projects funded under Fiscal Year (FY) 
2021 through the Department of Agriculture 
– Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program.

In a turnover ceremony held at Manliguez 
Coconut Farm, Sitio Cagbuaya in Balete, 
the Balete Chicken Growers’ Association 
(BACGA) received Php 442,250 worth of 
inputs for the chicken production project 
consisting of poultry crates, egg trays, 
weighing scale, drugs, and biologics.

They also received an additional 
Php 140,000 worth of peanut production 
package which includes the following 
inputs: 35 bags of peanut seeds (20kg/bag) 
good for 5 hectares, complete fertilizer, 
nets, a water plastic drum, and a water 
hose.

Bayabas Mayor Maria Clarita Limbaro 
encouraged BACGA to sustain their poultry, 
which serves as a helpful undertaking, 
especially with the threats of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“Ang Bayabasnon kugihan, maong padayon 
sa inyong pag paningkamot. Kining project 
dakong tabang labi na karong pandemya,” 
said Mayor Limbaro. [Bayabas locals are 
hardworking, so I encourage you to 
persevere. This project is already a big 
help, especially with the threats of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.]

Mayor Limbaro also commended the 
“complete package” mechanism of the 
DA-SAAD Program. True to its promise, the 
DA-SAAD Program continues its support 
as its beneficiaries’ transition to 
entrepreneurship.

According to Surigao del Sur Provincial 
Agriculturist Marcos M. Quico, livelihood 
projects such as the SAAD-funded poultry 
production serve as launchpads of 
agri-preneurs.

“The true measure of successful 
interventions is a noticeable change in the 
lives of its members,” said Mr. Quico, 
challenging all BACGA members to expand 
their entrepreneurial endeavors and to kick 
off individual businesses as soon as they 
can.

Also present during the turnover ceremony 
were SAAD Deputy Focal Person Jekem D. 
Sanchez, representing Regional Executive 
Director Abel James I. Monteagudo, and 
Municipal Agriculturist Geralyn B. Guibao.

BACGA

BACGA hails from Barangay Balete in 
Bayabas, a 5th-class municipality in 
Surigao del Sur. Fishing and rice farming 
are the primary agricultural activities in the 
area.

Assembled in 2019, the women-led BACGA 
has since received Php 1.7 million worth 
agricultural inputs under FYs 2019-2020 
budget.

With the establishment of the three poultry 
houses with 490 upgraded native chickens, 
BACGA members now have an additional 
livelihood, which is the first of its kind in the 
locale.

In May 2020, BACGA started selling eggs in 
their community. By August the same year, 
the association solidified its start-up 
enterprise by selling chicks to nearby 
municipalities.

Eleven months into the business, 
BACGA reported accumulated 
earnings of Php 101,940 from eggs 
and chick sales.

BACGA President Nenita Dalayan 
committed to sustaining their 
livelihood as they become 
established agripreneurs. 
According to Nenita, “Aduna nay 
kalambuan sa income sa BACGA. 
Mas ganado na ang akong mga 
membro kay regular naman among 
income. Padayon among pag 
paningkamot.” [We have observed 
some progress in terms of our 
sales. This encourages us to 
persevere more.] ### (Mark Angelo 
Pineda and Natalianne Marie 
Delos Reyes)

SAAD Leyte farmers venture 
in banana production

May 11, 2021

LEYTE, April 29, 2021 – The Department 
of Agriculture (DA) Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
turned over 1,200 banana suckers of 
Lakatan variety worth Php 57,600 under FY 
2021 fund to the Daro Integrated Farmers 
Association (DIFA).

The 31 DIFA members conducted a 
pintakasi (community shared effort) to get 
the job done because of great potentials of 
said fruit in the market and value-adding 
opportunities. It targets to complete the 
planting of suckers within a 3–hectare 
contiguous area in a month or less.

The association chose to engage in 
Lakatan production because of its easy 
marketability, bright prospects for local 
export in the future, and a high return on 
investment according to a three–year cost 
and return analysis done by the Bureau of 
Plant Industry in 2016.

Further, the locality is known for its pleasant 
weather, highly desirable flat terrain, and 
well-drained, loamy, soil rich in organic 

matter, which is suitable for banana 
cultivation.

The beneficiaries are hopeful that in 12 to 
15 months, they will reap a bounteous 
Lakatan harvest and benefit from the 
project.

About the banana industry

Banana is one of the leading and most 
economically important fruit crops in the 
country today and the only locally–grown 
fruit available year–round. It is a consistent 
top dollar earner with promising prospects 
in the domestic and foreign markets.

The Philippines is among the top three 
banana–producing countries in the world, 
following India and China (FAOSTAT, 
2012).

The most popularly planted varieties are 
Cavendish, Saba, Lakatan, Latondan, and 
Bungulan. They are grown for different uses 
and purposes, such as table dessert, snack 
foods, banana chips and crackers, etc. ### 
(Floriel Royo)
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SURIGAO DEL SUR, May 6, 2021 – 
Thirty-one farmers in Bayabas ventured 
into native chicken and peanut production 
projects funded under Fiscal Year (FY) 
2021 through the Department of Agriculture 
– Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program.

In a turnover ceremony held at Manliguez 
Coconut Farm, Sitio Cagbuaya in Balete, 
the Balete Chicken Growers’ Association 
(BACGA) received Php 442,250 worth of 
inputs for the chicken production project 
consisting of poultry crates, egg trays, 
weighing scale, drugs, and biologics.

They also received an additional 
Php 140,000 worth of peanut production 
package which includes the following 
inputs: 35 bags of peanut seeds (20kg/bag) 
good for 5 hectares, complete fertilizer, 
nets, a water plastic drum, and a water 
hose.

Bayabas Mayor Maria Clarita Limbaro 
encouraged BACGA to sustain their poultry, 
which serves as a helpful undertaking, 
especially with the threats of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“Ang Bayabasnon kugihan, maong padayon 
sa inyong pag paningkamot. Kining project 
dakong tabang labi na karong pandemya,” 
said Mayor Limbaro. [Bayabas locals are 
hardworking, so I encourage you to 
persevere. This project is already a big 
help, especially with the threats of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.]

Mayor Limbaro also commended the 
“complete package” mechanism of the 
DA-SAAD Program. True to its promise, the 
DA-SAAD Program continues its support 
as its beneficiaries’ transition to 
entrepreneurship.

According to Surigao del Sur Provincial 
Agriculturist Marcos M. Quico, livelihood 
projects such as the SAAD-funded poultry 
production serve as launchpads of 
agri-preneurs.

“The true measure of successful 
interventions is a noticeable change in the 
lives of its members,” said Mr. Quico, 
challenging all BACGA members to expand 
their entrepreneurial endeavors and to kick 
off individual businesses as soon as they 
can.

Also present during the turnover ceremony 
were SAAD Deputy Focal Person Jekem D. 
Sanchez, representing Regional Executive 
Director Abel James I. Monteagudo, and 
Municipal Agriculturist Geralyn B. Guibao.

BACGA

BACGA hails from Barangay Balete in 
Bayabas, a 5th-class municipality in 
Surigao del Sur. Fishing and rice farming 
are the primary agricultural activities in the 
area.

Assembled in 2019, the women-led BACGA 
has since received Php 1.7 million worth 
agricultural inputs under FYs 2019-2020 
budget.

With the establishment of the three poultry 
houses with 490 upgraded native chickens, 
BACGA members now have an additional 
livelihood, which is the first of its kind in the 
locale.

In May 2020, BACGA started selling eggs in 
their community. By August the same year, 
the association solidified its start-up 
enterprise by selling chicks to nearby 
municipalities.

Eleven months into the business, 
BACGA reported accumulated 
earnings of Php 101,940 from eggs 
and chick sales.

BACGA President Nenita Dalayan 
committed to sustaining their 
livelihood as they become 
established agripreneurs. 
According to Nenita, “Aduna nay 
kalambuan sa income sa BACGA. 
Mas ganado na ang akong mga 
membro kay regular naman among 
income. Padayon among pag 
paningkamot.” [We have observed 
some progress in terms of our 
sales. This encourages us to 
persevere more.] ### (Mark Angelo 
Pineda and Natalianne Marie 
Delos Reyes)

SAAD NorMin grants multi-crops drying 
pavements to Bukidnon farmers

May 4, 2021

BUKIDNON, April 30, 2021 – The Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program of the Department of Agriculture 
(DA) – Region 10 turned over three units of 
Multi-Crops Drying Pavement (MCDP) 
with Shed under 2018 fund to three 
municipalities in Bukidnon.

Each 600 square meters drying pavement 
amounts to Php 900,000 and comes with a 
shed to shelter and store farmers’ harvest. 

It has a maximum capacity of 1,500 bags of 
corn and can double as a food trading post 
where farmers can display and sell their 
products. 

Tugop SAAD Farmers Association (25 
members) and Nacabuklad SAAD Farmers 
Association (25 members) in San 
Fernando, Mandahican SAAD Farmers 
Association (25 members) and Poblacion 

SAAD Farmers Association (25 members) 
in Cabanglasan, and Nitivo Marketing 
Cooperative (50 members) in Malitbog will 
benefit from the said infrastructures.

The provision of the MCDPs is part of 
SAAD’s enterprise development initiative 
in the region, capacitating the marginal 
farmers through the grant of 
income-generating interventions. 

Proceeds earned from renting out the 
MCDPs will be accumulated as shared 
income of the association’s members, 
which they may eventually use to fund other 
agri-livelihood activities initiated by the 
association. 

SAAD Region 10 has a total provision of 9 
MCDPs with a shed in Bukidnon and was 
able to turnover four units. This year, the 
program expects to turnover the remaining 
five units. ### (Ruth Esther Bermundo)

Piñan farmers receive Php 217K 
worth corn inputs for 40ha

April 22, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, April 21, 2021 
– Forty-three members of the Dionum 
Achievers’ Farmers Association (FA) 
received Php 217,200 worth of inputs under 
the FY 2021 Corn Production Project of the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program.

The Program provided 40 bags of corn 
seeds (Php 34,000, 20kg/bag), 80 bags 
urea (Php 87,600) and 80 bags of
ammonium phosphate (Php 95,600) good 
for 40 hectares (ha) farm area.

Piñan Mayor Cecilia J. Carreon encouraged 
the association to work hard and persevere 
in farming during the distribution at the 
municipality’s gymnasium.

“You are given all the inputs needed for 

corn farming. On your part, exert effort and 
persevere so that you may harvest the fruit 
of your labor,” said the mayor. “I’m looking 
forward to visiting your farms three months 
from now during your harvest. I will make 
sure to monitor the project so that the 
government’s efforts will not go to waste,” 
she added.

Association President Carlita E. Andayam 
is also grateful for the project. “We feel 
lucky for being one of the chosen partners 
of the DA-SAAD. As president, I will ensure 
that this project is well managed so that we 
will progress not just as farmers, but also as 
an association as a whole.”

Also present during the distribution to show 
support are SAAD Provincial Coordinator 
Ronillo Dusaban, Municipal Agriculturist 
Merlie Regencia, and other local 
government unit personnel. ### (Floriel 
Royo)
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Ypangol subtribe in Kalinga granted 
with Php 1M goat production project

April 8, 2021

KALINGA, March 26, 2021 – Three 
Ypangol subtribe farmers’ associations in 
Tanudan received 263 native goats (239 
does, 24 bucks) worth Php 1,052,000 from 
the Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD). Each member of the 
Bawak Darulog Allubaggan Pagugo (112) 
got a doe and 12 bucks, while the Pangol 
Farmers Improvement Organization (64) 
and Mabaca Bumaruan Farmers 
Association (63) –  received a doe and 6 
bucks.

Aside from the goats, the program also 

delivered poultry and fruit trees to provide 
an additional source of income to the 
farmers.

Bentres P. Goyo, the Agricultural Program 
Coordinating Officer (APCO) in Kalinga, 
challenged the beneficiaries to make goat 
production a successful enterprise just like 
the free-range chicken production.

Alex Ladwingan, the representative for 
Tanudan Mayor Jaedicke Dagadag, shared 
how grateful they are to the program.

“Manmanu ti makaawat kadayta ket igrab 
yu daytoy nga oportunidad nga pasayaaten 
ti panagbyag yu. Nu mapaadu yu dayta ket 
haan tayun tun dumandanun iti sabali nga 
probinsya nga gumatang ti kalding [Only a 
few got to receive those so grab this 
opportunity to improve your living. If you 
were able to come up with a good 
production, we would not need to buy goats 
from other provinces],” Ladwingan added.

Meanwhile, the Provincial Office for 
Veterinary Services led by Dr. Leonardo 
Damian inspected and treated the goat with 
antibiotics and vitamins. He also oriented 
the beneficiaries on how to manage and 
lower the stress of the animals.

Dr. Damian shared that the goats should 
not be fed overnight; instead, they should 
be given one liter of oresol-composed 
water, two tablespoons of sugar, and a few 
pinches of salt.

If in any case that the goat caught a cough, 
it should be given a 5-7 milliliter herbal 
drink made of oregano leaves using a 
syringe. On the next day, they can be fed 
with grass between 9-10am. ### (Sheena 
Phine Dayagon)

March 31, 2021

CATANDUANES, March 15, 2021 – Rice 
farmers associations (FA) and livestock 
beneficiaries in Catanduanes of the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program continues to receive various 
agricultural interventions as part of the 
typhoon rehabilitation assistance valued at 
Php 5.5 million.

One hundred rice farmers benefited from 
the distribution of 100 sacks of palay 
(RC-222 variety) (Php 153,000) at 40 
kilograms (kg) per sack, with 100 bags of 
complete fertilizer at 50kg per bag 
(Php 150,000). Each farmer received 1 
sack of palay and 1 sack of complete 
fertilizer.

The palay seeds and fertilizer were equally 
divided by the 2 rice FAs in Catanduanes: 
the San Roque Palay Association 
(SAROPA), composed of 50 farmers from 
the municipalities of Bato and Gigmoto with 
38.75 hectares (ha) of farmland and the 
Rainfed Island Rice Growers Association, 
with 50 members from Bagamanoc and San 
Miguel utilizing 36.5ha for rice farming.

Ms. Nelia G. Tatad, OIC – Municipal 
Agriculturist in Gigmoto, mentioned that the 
rice farmers in their municipality had a 
relatively minimal palay harvest for the 
second cropping season in 2020, as 
compared to their previous production 
before the typhoons hit Catanduanes in the 
4th quarter of last year.

A member of SAROPA from Brgy. Sioron, 
Gigmoto, Ms. Mary Ann C. Tumalin 
harvested 22 sacks of palay in December 
2020, a far cry from the 80-100 sacks they 
can usually produce during the first 
cropping in their 2.5ha rice field.

Moreover, they were not able to harvest 
some of their crops because the palay 
thresher awarded to their association was 
unutilized due to the scarcity of gasoline 
supply in Gigmoto.

Meanwhile, SAAD rice farmers in the 
municipalities of Bato, San Miguel, and 
Bagamanoc reported no harvest in 2020 
after the succession of typhoons ravaged 
the province.

“Hindi kami nakapag-ani noong nakaraang 
taon dahil nasira ang aming mga pananim 
na palay noong bumagyo…Ang naibigay na 
tulong ng DA-SAAD sa aming grupo ay 
napakahalaga dahil malaki na ang aming 
matitipid. Hindi na namin kailangan pang 
bumili ng binhi at abono. Maaari na naming 
magamit ang perang nakalaan para sa 
binhi sa aming mga gastusin sa araw-araw 
kaya naman lubos kaming nagpapasalamat 
sa DA-SAAD at sa lahat ng mga 
nagpapatupad nito,” shared Mr. Sergio T. 
Tenerife, also a member of SAROPA from 
Brgy. Cagraray, Bato.

Providing the farmers with palay seeds and 
fertilizers is important since rice farming is 
their main source of income.

They are selling some of their harvests 
while keeping the majority of it for their food 
consumption. The palay seeds will be used 
in the next planting season in May or June.

In addition to the palay seeds and complete 
fertilizers, the program also allocated 
provisions of empty sacks, sickle, and 
laminated sheets.

For livestock project beneficiaries

In addition, livestock beneficiaries in 

Catanduanes also received projects from 
the same rehabilitation plan.

The 66 beneficiaries of the Native Pig 
Production package in Bato and San 
Miguel were prioritized to be the recipients 
of the Native Chicken Production project.  
Each farmer was granted 10 to 12 native 
chickens. In total, 780 heads were 
distributed. The beneficiaries were 
delighted when they received the native 
chickens as a replacement for swine. In a 
few months, they will be able to collect eggs 
for consumption and income.

The said farmers were affected by the 
typhoons in the last quarter of 2020 and 
their pigs were likewise infected with the 
African Swine Fever (ASF) that 

consequently were depopulated last 
January 2021.

Ms. Baberly S. Publico of Brgy. San Roque, 
Bato said beneficiaries were depressed 
when some of the pigs distributed by the 
program in October 2020 were included in 
the ASF depopulation measures. It was a 
great loss on their part since they are yet to 
earn profit from raising the pigs.

With these interventions, the DA-SAAD 
provided the affected farmers a chance to 
recover and hopefully contribute to the 
revitalization of the agriculture sector in the 
province. The continued support to the 
beneficiaries is also provided through 
constant field visits and monitoring. ### 
(Sarah Jane Taway)
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75 Caotit farmers receive intervention 
for brown egg production

April 7, 2021

MOUNTAIN PROVINCE, March 25, 2021 – 
The Department of Agriculture’s Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) turned over agricultural support 
worth Php 2.3 million for 75 farmers in Sitio 
Caotit, Guenzadan Central, Bauko.

The beneficiaries received 3,225 
16-week-old DeKalb Brown pullets 
amounting to Php 1.6 million. They also got 
125 bags of grower feeds and 400 bags of 
mash layer feeds worth Php 687,500.

The intervention supports Caotit Upper 
Pedall Association’s Brown Egg Production 
that will start up their livelihood activities. 

The group members belong to the 
Kankanaey Tribe from Sitio Caotit and 
Upper Pedall. They were selected as 
beneficiaries in 2020 as their barangay 
belongs to the Geographically Isolated and 
Disadvantaged Areas (GIDA). 

Although they own vast lands, they have 
limited financial resources to generate 
farming activities and livelihood.

During the ceremony, Agricultural Program 
Coordinating Officer (APCO) Beverly Pekas 
challenged the beneficiaries to emerge as 
established agripreneurs in the egg 
production industry. Only by then that the 
vision of the program will be fulfilled.

Barangay Captain Diego Bastian further 
encouraged his constituents to strive to 
become a model organization in achieving 
the project’s goal.

Provincial Veterinarian Rodelio Bagawi 
also encouraged the farmers to construct 
housing and not a cage as it is “the best 
way to achieve maximum productivity”. 

The housing includes perimeter fencing 
with beddings such as sawdust or rice hull.

The beneficiaries were also advised to 
practice strict compliance with biosecurity 
measures such as limiting the entry of 
people and other animals in the house. 

Furthermore, proper feeding and schedule 
were discussed that will ensure animals are 
healthier than the ones produced 
commercially. 

Finally, Bagawi encouraged the farmers to 
take the opportunity to engage in 
agripreneurship as local poultry owners still 
could not provide the entire demand of the 
province. 

The livelihood assistance is in line with the 
agency’s objective of enabling farmers to 
develop their livelihood and, at the same 
time, ensure food adequacy in the locality.  
### (Dinah Ay-yango)

Agri-livelihood rehabilitation efforts 
for SAAD farmers in Catanduanes continue

March 31, 2021

CATANDUANES, March 15, 2021 – Rice 
farmers associations (FA) and livestock 
beneficiaries in Catanduanes of the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program continues to receive various 
agricultural interventions as part of the 
typhoon rehabilitation assistance valued at 
Php 5.5 million.

One hundred rice farmers benefited from 
the distribution of 100 sacks of palay 
(RC-222 variety) (Php 153,000) at 40 
kilograms (kg) per sack, with 100 bags of 
complete fertilizer at 50kg per bag 
(Php 150,000). Each farmer received 1 
sack of palay and 1 sack of complete 
fertilizer.

The palay seeds and fertilizer were equally 
divided by the 2 rice FAs in Catanduanes: 
the San Roque Palay Association 
(SAROPA), composed of 50 farmers from 
the municipalities of Bato and Gigmoto with 
38.75 hectares (ha) of farmland and the 
Rainfed Island Rice Growers Association, 
with 50 members from Bagamanoc and San 
Miguel utilizing 36.5ha for rice farming.

Ms. Nelia G. Tatad, OIC – Municipal 
Agriculturist in Gigmoto, mentioned that the 
rice farmers in their municipality had a 
relatively minimal palay harvest for the 
second cropping season in 2020, as 
compared to their previous production 
before the typhoons hit Catanduanes in the 
4th quarter of last year.

A member of SAROPA from Brgy. Sioron, 
Gigmoto, Ms. Mary Ann C. Tumalin 
harvested 22 sacks of palay in December 
2020, a far cry from the 80-100 sacks they 
can usually produce during the first 
cropping in their 2.5ha rice field.

Moreover, they were not able to harvest 
some of their crops because the palay 
thresher awarded to their association was 
unutilized due to the scarcity of gasoline 
supply in Gigmoto.

Meanwhile, SAAD rice farmers in the 
municipalities of Bato, San Miguel, and 
Bagamanoc reported no harvest in 2020 
after the succession of typhoons ravaged 
the province.

“Hindi kami nakapag-ani noong nakaraang 
taon dahil nasira ang aming mga pananim 
na palay noong bumagyo…Ang naibigay na 
tulong ng DA-SAAD sa aming grupo ay 
napakahalaga dahil malaki na ang aming 
matitipid. Hindi na namin kailangan pang 
bumili ng binhi at abono. Maaari na naming 
magamit ang perang nakalaan para sa 
binhi sa aming mga gastusin sa araw-araw 
kaya naman lubos kaming nagpapasalamat 
sa DA-SAAD at sa lahat ng mga 
nagpapatupad nito,” shared Mr. Sergio T. 
Tenerife, also a member of SAROPA from 
Brgy. Cagraray, Bato.

Providing the farmers with palay seeds and 
fertilizers is important since rice farming is 
their main source of income.

They are selling some of their harvests 
while keeping the majority of it for their food 
consumption. The palay seeds will be used 
in the next planting season in May or June.

In addition to the palay seeds and complete 
fertilizers, the program also allocated 
provisions of empty sacks, sickle, and 
laminated sheets.

For livestock project beneficiaries

In addition, livestock beneficiaries in 

continue to next page

Catanduanes also received projects from 
the same rehabilitation plan.

The 66 beneficiaries of the Native Pig 
Production package in Bato and San 
Miguel were prioritized to be the recipients 
of the Native Chicken Production project.  
Each farmer was granted 10 to 12 native 
chickens. In total, 780 heads were 
distributed. The beneficiaries were 
delighted when they received the native 
chickens as a replacement for swine. In a 
few months, they will be able to collect eggs 
for consumption and income.

The said farmers were affected by the 
typhoons in the last quarter of 2020 and 
their pigs were likewise infected with the 
African Swine Fever (ASF) that 

consequently were depopulated last 
January 2021.

Ms. Baberly S. Publico of Brgy. San Roque, 
Bato said beneficiaries were depressed 
when some of the pigs distributed by the 
program in October 2020 were included in 
the ASF depopulation measures. It was a 
great loss on their part since they are yet to 
earn profit from raising the pigs.

With these interventions, the DA-SAAD 
provided the affected farmers a chance to 
recover and hopefully contribute to the 
revitalization of the agriculture sector in the 
province. The continued support to the 
beneficiaries is also provided through 
constant field visits and monitoring. ### 
(Sarah Jane Taway)
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March 31, 2021

CATANDUANES, March 15, 2021 – Rice 
farmers associations (FA) and livestock 
beneficiaries in Catanduanes of the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program continues to receive various 
agricultural interventions as part of the 
typhoon rehabilitation assistance valued at 
Php 5.5 million.

One hundred rice farmers benefited from 
the distribution of 100 sacks of palay 
(RC-222 variety) (Php 153,000) at 40 
kilograms (kg) per sack, with 100 bags of 
complete fertilizer at 50kg per bag 
(Php 150,000). Each farmer received 1 
sack of palay and 1 sack of complete 
fertilizer.

The palay seeds and fertilizer were equally 
divided by the 2 rice FAs in Catanduanes: 
the San Roque Palay Association 
(SAROPA), composed of 50 farmers from 
the municipalities of Bato and Gigmoto with 
38.75 hectares (ha) of farmland and the 
Rainfed Island Rice Growers Association, 
with 50 members from Bagamanoc and San 
Miguel utilizing 36.5ha for rice farming.

Ms. Nelia G. Tatad, OIC – Municipal 
Agriculturist in Gigmoto, mentioned that the 
rice farmers in their municipality had a 
relatively minimal palay harvest for the 
second cropping season in 2020, as 
compared to their previous production 
before the typhoons hit Catanduanes in the 
4th quarter of last year.

A member of SAROPA from Brgy. Sioron, 
Gigmoto, Ms. Mary Ann C. Tumalin 
harvested 22 sacks of palay in December 
2020, a far cry from the 80-100 sacks they 
can usually produce during the first 
cropping in their 2.5ha rice field.

Moreover, they were not able to harvest 
some of their crops because the palay 
thresher awarded to their association was 
unutilized due to the scarcity of gasoline 
supply in Gigmoto.

Meanwhile, SAAD rice farmers in the 
municipalities of Bato, San Miguel, and 
Bagamanoc reported no harvest in 2020 
after the succession of typhoons ravaged 
the province.

“Hindi kami nakapag-ani noong nakaraang 
taon dahil nasira ang aming mga pananim 
na palay noong bumagyo…Ang naibigay na 
tulong ng DA-SAAD sa aming grupo ay 
napakahalaga dahil malaki na ang aming 
matitipid. Hindi na namin kailangan pang 
bumili ng binhi at abono. Maaari na naming 
magamit ang perang nakalaan para sa 
binhi sa aming mga gastusin sa araw-araw 
kaya naman lubos kaming nagpapasalamat 
sa DA-SAAD at sa lahat ng mga 
nagpapatupad nito,” shared Mr. Sergio T. 
Tenerife, also a member of SAROPA from 
Brgy. Cagraray, Bato.

Providing the farmers with palay seeds and 
fertilizers is important since rice farming is 
their main source of income.

They are selling some of their harvests 
while keeping the majority of it for their food 
consumption. The palay seeds will be used 
in the next planting season in May or June.

In addition to the palay seeds and complete 
fertilizers, the program also allocated 
provisions of empty sacks, sickle, and 
laminated sheets.

For livestock project beneficiaries

In addition, livestock beneficiaries in 

Catanduanes also received projects from 
the same rehabilitation plan.

The 66 beneficiaries of the Native Pig 
Production package in Bato and San 
Miguel were prioritized to be the recipients 
of the Native Chicken Production project.  
Each farmer was granted 10 to 12 native 
chickens. In total, 780 heads were 
distributed. The beneficiaries were 
delighted when they received the native 
chickens as a replacement for swine. In a 
few months, they will be able to collect eggs 
for consumption and income.

The said farmers were affected by the 
typhoons in the last quarter of 2020 and 
their pigs were likewise infected with the 
African Swine Fever (ASF) that 

consequently were depopulated last 
January 2021.

Ms. Baberly S. Publico of Brgy. San Roque, 
Bato said beneficiaries were depressed 
when some of the pigs distributed by the 
program in October 2020 were included in 
the ASF depopulation measures. It was a 
great loss on their part since they are yet to 
earn profit from raising the pigs.

With these interventions, the DA-SAAD 
provided the affected farmers a chance to 
recover and hopefully contribute to the 
revitalization of the agriculture sector in the 
province. The continued support to the 
beneficiaries is also provided through 
constant field visits and monitoring. ### 
(Sarah Jane Taway)

Php 9.6M worth of fertilizers fully delivered to 
52 groups in ZDN to cover 628ha cropland

March 30, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, March 25, 
2021 – The Department of Agriculture (DA) 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(SAAD) Program in Region 9 completed the 
delivery of Php 9,661,823.20 worth of 
fertilizers to 52 groups in Zamboanga del 
Norte.

DA-SAAD Region 9 delivered 6,360 bags of 
inorganic fertilizers (complete, urea, 
muriate of potash, and ammonium 
phosphate) and 6,400 bags of organic 
fertilizer (vermicast) to the associations 
(FA) in 18 municipalities and two cities.

The fertilizers will support the production of 
corn with 257 hectares (ha), vegetables 
with approximately 18ha, rice with 76ha 
upland and 167ha lowland, coffee with 
23ha, cassava with 50ha, banana with 4ha, 
and peanut with 33ha.

Some of the farmers were recipients since 
2017 and it was proven that the projects 
helped improve their livelihood.

For instance, the Don Eleno FA from Sergio 

Osmeña which received the FY 2017 
Vegetable Production Project earned 
Php 5,049 on March 18, 2021 (9th harvest) 
by selling 459 kilograms (kg) tomatoes at 
Php 11/kg to the local community and store 
owners. To date, their accumulated sales 
since their 1st harvest is Php 47,790.

Fourteen groups are new recipients of the 
program. New beneficiaries include the 
Titik Farmers Association in Leon Postigo, 
an End Local Communist Armed Conflict 
(ELCAC) area with Indigenous People 
members, which received the Coffee 
Production Project (Arabica Coffee).

Another group is the San Nicolas Farmers 
Association which received the Cassava 
Production Project and will later engage in 
cassava processing.

The DA-SAAD Zamboanga del Norte 
commits to provide the most needed 
assistance to the poorest farmers in the 
province to fulfill the twin goals of DA which 
is Masaganang Ani at Mataas Na Kita and 
to continuously reduce the poverty in the 
country. ### (Aimee Lou Madjus and 
Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)

Scan the QR code
to see recipients of

fertilizers in
Zamboanga del

Norte.



160

March 31, 2021

CATANDUANES, March 15, 2021 – Rice 
farmers associations (FA) and livestock 
beneficiaries in Catanduanes of the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program continues to receive various 
agricultural interventions as part of the 
typhoon rehabilitation assistance valued at 
Php 5.5 million.

One hundred rice farmers benefited from 
the distribution of 100 sacks of palay 
(RC-222 variety) (Php 153,000) at 40 
kilograms (kg) per sack, with 100 bags of 
complete fertilizer at 50kg per bag 
(Php 150,000). Each farmer received 1 
sack of palay and 1 sack of complete 
fertilizer.

The palay seeds and fertilizer were equally 
divided by the 2 rice FAs in Catanduanes: 
the San Roque Palay Association 
(SAROPA), composed of 50 farmers from 
the municipalities of Bato and Gigmoto with 
38.75 hectares (ha) of farmland and the 
Rainfed Island Rice Growers Association, 
with 50 members from Bagamanoc and San 
Miguel utilizing 36.5ha for rice farming.

Ms. Nelia G. Tatad, OIC – Municipal 
Agriculturist in Gigmoto, mentioned that the 
rice farmers in their municipality had a 
relatively minimal palay harvest for the 
second cropping season in 2020, as 
compared to their previous production 
before the typhoons hit Catanduanes in the 
4th quarter of last year.

A member of SAROPA from Brgy. Sioron, 
Gigmoto, Ms. Mary Ann C. Tumalin 
harvested 22 sacks of palay in December 
2020, a far cry from the 80-100 sacks they 
can usually produce during the first 
cropping in their 2.5ha rice field.

Moreover, they were not able to harvest 
some of their crops because the palay 
thresher awarded to their association was 
unutilized due to the scarcity of gasoline 
supply in Gigmoto.

Meanwhile, SAAD rice farmers in the 
municipalities of Bato, San Miguel, and 
Bagamanoc reported no harvest in 2020 
after the succession of typhoons ravaged 
the province.

“Hindi kami nakapag-ani noong nakaraang 
taon dahil nasira ang aming mga pananim 
na palay noong bumagyo…Ang naibigay na 
tulong ng DA-SAAD sa aming grupo ay 
napakahalaga dahil malaki na ang aming 
matitipid. Hindi na namin kailangan pang 
bumili ng binhi at abono. Maaari na naming 
magamit ang perang nakalaan para sa 
binhi sa aming mga gastusin sa araw-araw 
kaya naman lubos kaming nagpapasalamat 
sa DA-SAAD at sa lahat ng mga 
nagpapatupad nito,” shared Mr. Sergio T. 
Tenerife, also a member of SAROPA from 
Brgy. Cagraray, Bato.

Providing the farmers with palay seeds and 
fertilizers is important since rice farming is 
their main source of income.

They are selling some of their harvests 
while keeping the majority of it for their food 
consumption. The palay seeds will be used 
in the next planting season in May or June.

In addition to the palay seeds and complete 
fertilizers, the program also allocated 
provisions of empty sacks, sickle, and 
laminated sheets.

For livestock project beneficiaries

In addition, livestock beneficiaries in 

Catanduanes also received projects from 
the same rehabilitation plan.

The 66 beneficiaries of the Native Pig 
Production package in Bato and San 
Miguel were prioritized to be the recipients 
of the Native Chicken Production project.  
Each farmer was granted 10 to 12 native 
chickens. In total, 780 heads were 
distributed. The beneficiaries were 
delighted when they received the native 
chickens as a replacement for swine. In a 
few months, they will be able to collect eggs 
for consumption and income.

The said farmers were affected by the 
typhoons in the last quarter of 2020 and 
their pigs were likewise infected with the 
African Swine Fever (ASF) that 

consequently were depopulated last 
January 2021.

Ms. Baberly S. Publico of Brgy. San Roque, 
Bato said beneficiaries were depressed 
when some of the pigs distributed by the 
program in October 2020 were included in 
the ASF depopulation measures. It was a 
great loss on their part since they are yet to 
earn profit from raising the pigs.

With these interventions, the DA-SAAD 
provided the affected farmers a chance to 
recover and hopefully contribute to the 
revitalization of the agriculture sector in the 
province. The continued support to the 
beneficiaries is also provided through 
constant field visits and monitoring. ### 
(Sarah Jane Taway)

DA-SAAD CAR grants Dekalb pullets to 7 Sagada farmers

March 25, 2021

MOUNTAIN PROVINCE, March 17, 2021 – 
The Department of Agriculture (DA) through 
the Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program provided 
Php 175,000 worth of 350 head Dekalb 
brown chicken to Sagada farmers to ensure 
sufficient food and livelihood development 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

SAAD is not just dedicated to carrying out 
agricultural livelihood interventions to 
marginalized rural farmers but is also 
committed to delivering quality and 
community-complemented interventions.

The 16-week-old Dekalb brown chicken 
pullets benefited 7 farmers from Ankileng 
Rumang-ayan Organization (ARO) of 
Sagada, as part of the Backyard Brown Egg 
Production sub-project, funded under SAAD 
FY 2020.

Previously, the group received 63 bags of 
chicken-layer mash (9 bags each), 7 
anti-infective boxes with vitamins, 7 

dewormer boxes, 14 thread mesh rolls (2 
rolls each), and 7 insect-proof black net 
rolls worth Php 245,350.

About ARO

ARO is a SAAD-organized farmers’ 
association, established in February 2019 
with 70 total members, belonging to the 
APPLAI, Bontok, Betwagan tribes.

Upon establishment, they were initially 
granted the Swine and Rambutan 
Production Project.

In 2020, they also received interventions on 
organic and conventional Vegetable 
Production Project.

The FA started cultivating vegetables and 
leveled up their swine project which led 
them to operate a small community-based 
enterprise on meat and etag processing.

The members of the organization are in an 
alternate cropping system between rice and 
vegetable, and raising minimal 
domesticated animals like pigs and native 
chicken mainly for consumption before the 
arrival of the program.

But with the intervention from the program, 
they are now into production activities of 
wider scope. The members that are 
engaged in pig production are dedicated to 
raising from 7 to more than 20 animals 
which are sold to local hog traders.

Dekalb Brown chicken

Dekalb brown chicken is the most popular 
breed in cage-free egg production 
producing brown eggs.

It is developed from several heritage breeds 
including Leghorns and Rhode Islands 
(Braganza, 2020). They are said to be a 
perfect fit for the modern chicken farmers 
for excellent laying persistency and 

productivity.

With this, Dekalb brown chicken is chosen 
for the group’s backyard brown egg 
production project.

During the distribution in Ankileng, Sagada, 
Mr. Christian Fortin, SAAD Program 
Provincial Agriculturist I for the province, 
conducted an orientation on proper 
management of the stocks.

Mr. Fortin reminded them that the chickens 
came from a long journey thus intricate 
caring measure is needed until the animals 
are already adjusted.

Secondly, he informed them that the stocks 
were about 16 weeks that needed grower 
feeds for at least a month before gradually 
moving to the mash layer.

Thirdly, he reminded them that this type of 
chicken can be fed with greens such as 
sayote, sayote leaves, and camote leaves.

Mr. Fortin ended the orientation with the 
practice of proper isolation of stocks with 
observed symptoms of colds from strong 
ones.

With the additional intervention they 
received, the ARO FA is looking forward to 
creating a market for brown eggs and 
chicken stock for the Sagada community. 
### (Dinah Ay-yango)



161

Goat Production Project aims to increase 
IPs livelihood in ELCAC areas of Occ Min

March 25, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, March 17, 2021 
– Indigenous People (IP) farmers from the 
Buhid and Hanunuo-Mangyan 
communities, both identified End Local 
Communist Armed Conflict (ELCAC) areas, 
received a goat production package worth 
Php 612,800.

The Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program of the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) distributed 
the project which aims to engage local 
community members in agricultural 
activities for livelihood support.

Samahang Buhid at Hanunuo of Brgy. 
Naibuan (SBNH) farmers’ association were 
given 40 improved native goats (doe) worth 
Php 306,400, while another 40 were 
awarded to Ilya, Taganop, Masay, Mantay, 
at Sangay Farmer’s Association (ITaMMaSa 
FA) in Brgy. Monteclaro valued at Php 
306,400. The bucks or male goats will also 
be awarded to ensure reproduction of 
quality goats.

The delivery of the interventions was in 
collaboration with the Provincial 
Government Office of Occidental Mindoro, 
Municipal Local Government Unit (LGU), 
and Municipal Agricultural Office (MAO) of 

San Jose together with the National 
Commission on Indigenous Peoples 
(NCIP). The ceremonies were assisted by 
the Philippine Army 4th Infantry Battalion, 
and 2nd Infantry Division.

Aside from rain-fed upland farming, the 
goat production project is a supplementary 
livelihood resource provided by SAAD 
aimed at engaging IP farmers in Naibuan 
and Monteclaro in animal production.

Brgy. Monteclaro, especially the sitios 
where the beneficiaries reside, are ideal 
pasture areas for animal raising such as 
goats, carabaos, and cows.

The MAO had given the beneficiaries 
technical briefings last January 2021 to 
help and inform them on how to raise the 
goats properly.

“Malaking bagay ang maitutulong ng 
kambing na naibigay ng SAAD. 
Paparamihin namin ang mga kambing nang 
sa gayon ay hindi lamang ang mga 
miyembro ang matutulungan nito, kundi 
pati na rin ang mga karatig sitio. Malaki 
ang pasasalamat namin sa SAAD at sa 
ating gobyerno sa pagtulong nila sa amin 
upang kami ay umunlad,” said Angelito E. 
Ero, Chairperson of SBHN and Ubos L. 
Balitang, Chairperson of ITaMMaSA FA.

The Goat Production Project of the program 
is seen to give the IP farmers opportunities 
to earn more by targeting the local market 
as goat meat is valued at Php 300 to 
Php 350 per kilogram.

The SBHN was established in 2019 with 29 
IP members, while ITaMMaSa FA was 
established in 2020 with 40 IP members. 
The project is in line with peace-promoting 
initiatives to harness economic growth 
among the locals in the identified ELCAC 
areas. ### (Dianne Francis Sy)

Fruit trees and duck production projects 
awarded to three associations in Kalinga

March 21, 2021

KALINGA, March 12, 2021 – Department 
of Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program 
provided fruit trees and duck production 
interventions to three farmers’ associations 
(FA) in Kalinga worth Php 1,180,300.

The turnover ceremonies were conducted 
simultaneously in Tabuk City and Tinglayan 
on March 12.

The interventions were funded under the 
FY 2020 budget appropriation, benefiting 
110 local and indigenous farmers belonging 
to the Kalinga IP communities – the 
Naneng (60 members) and Ifangad (50 
members) sub-tribes.

In Tabuk City

Thirty (30) selected farmers out of 70 
members from Banat-Banaban-Pacao 
Credit Cooperative (BBPCC) and another 
30 from the SAAD Farmers of Dupag 
(SaFaDu) FA (which also has 70 members) 
of Tabuk City received 900 pieces (pc) 

rambutan seedlings, 900pc lanzones 
seedlings, 60 units knapsack sprayer, 60 
bags fertilizer, 60pc crowbar, 20 cans 
eggplant seeds, and 10 cans pechay seeds.

The first wave of distribution of the Fruit 
Trees and Duck Production Project granted 
to the groups in Tabuk City amounts to 
Php 553,500.

The estimated production area of the 60 
farmers benefiting from the project is about 
10 hectares (ha) combined land.

The first cycle of duck eggs will be 
incubated for hatching to ensure a good 
number of layer stocks while the 
succeeding eggs will be used for both 
households’ consumption and sale.

Value-adding such as salted egg 
processing is also foreseen for the project. 
The enterprise planning is facilitated by the 
Tabuk City Community Development Officer 
Suzette Galinggan.

On the other hand, fruit tree yields are 
expected in years span, hence the 

supplementary vegetable seeds (eggplant 
and pechay seeds) were provided for 
additional food source and income.

In Tinglayan

Fifty (50) members from Churawon FA of 
Tinglayan, received 600pc rambutan 
seedlings, 600pc lanzones, 30 bags 
fertilizer, 270 head Muscovy ducks, 11 cans 
pechay seeds, and 9 cans of eggplant 
seeds. The intervention provided amounts 
to Php 626,800.

About 10ha combined land area of the 
Churawon FA with 50 selected members is 
also intended for the program’s project 
cultivation.

Similarly, layer stocks will initially be 
produced and will go on salted egg 
enterprise as facilitated by Tinglayan MLGU 
Agricultural Technician Johnny Danggit 
during the FA’s planning.

Aside from the production of fruits, the 
group – initiated by FA President Jeffrey 
Siwag – also eyes the establishment of a 
fruit tree nursery.

In the ceremony, Tinglayan Municipal 
Mayor Sacrament Gumilab said that the 
intervention is a good state initiative 

towards empowering our marginalized rural 
farmers in independent food production and 
hopefully, enterprise establishment for and 
within their community.

With the presence of the provincial, 
municipal, and barangay local government 
units; SAAD staff; and IP beneficiaries in 
Tabuk City, Rep. Jesse Mangaoang through 
Mr. Placido Alsiyang (IP consultant and a 
farmer) said that the implementing bodies 
should uphold unity for the success of the 
projects.

Tabuk City Mayor Darwin C. Estrañero 
responds to the unification call by 
establishing trading posts in the city where 
local farmers could bring their farm 
produce. This project was promised by 
Secretary William Dar during his visit to the 
province in September 2020.

Assistant Provincial Agriculturist, Ms. Julie 
Aclam assures the local farmers that their 
office is always open for any technical 
assistance that the program may need.

Ms. Cindy Mangliwan, BBPCC chairperson, 
shared during her response message, 
“Agyaman kami iti daytuy nga programa ti 
agriculture ket ittuy me nga narikna nga 
han kami nalipatan nga adda ti sulsulinek ti 
gobyerno ket encouragement met ti padak 
nga farmer nga imula amin dagituy naiyeg 
nga seeds ken seedlings tapnu nu 
mapunnu jay Bantay ket bareng 
dakdakkelen tu da mayor jay trading post” 
[Thank you for this program because it is 
through this that we felt the government did 
not forget the remote areas where we are 
in. Also, our fellow farmers encouraged us 
to plant all these seeds and seedlings so 
that when the time comes that Bantay will 
be overloaded with our produce, the mayor 
might consider building a bigger trading 
post.].

The livelihood assistance by the program 
aims to provide an additional source of 
income among beneficiaries and secure 
food availability in their communities. ### 
(Sheena Phine Pisco)
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March 21, 2021

KALINGA, March 12, 2021 – Department 
of Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program 
provided fruit trees and duck production 
interventions to three farmers’ associations 
(FA) in Kalinga worth Php 1,180,300.

The turnover ceremonies were conducted 
simultaneously in Tabuk City and Tinglayan 
on March 12.

The interventions were funded under the 
FY 2020 budget appropriation, benefiting 
110 local and indigenous farmers belonging 
to the Kalinga IP communities – the 
Naneng (60 members) and Ifangad (50 
members) sub-tribes.

In Tabuk City

Thirty (30) selected farmers out of 70 
members from Banat-Banaban-Pacao 
Credit Cooperative (BBPCC) and another 
30 from the SAAD Farmers of Dupag 
(SaFaDu) FA (which also has 70 members) 
of Tabuk City received 900 pieces (pc) 

rambutan seedlings, 900pc lanzones 
seedlings, 60 units knapsack sprayer, 60 
bags fertilizer, 60pc crowbar, 20 cans 
eggplant seeds, and 10 cans pechay seeds.

The first wave of distribution of the Fruit 
Trees and Duck Production Project granted 
to the groups in Tabuk City amounts to 
Php 553,500.

The estimated production area of the 60 
farmers benefiting from the project is about 
10 hectares (ha) combined land.

The first cycle of duck eggs will be 
incubated for hatching to ensure a good 
number of layer stocks while the 
succeeding eggs will be used for both 
households’ consumption and sale.

Value-adding such as salted egg 
processing is also foreseen for the project. 
The enterprise planning is facilitated by the 
Tabuk City Community Development Officer 
Suzette Galinggan.

On the other hand, fruit tree yields are 
expected in years span, hence the 

supplementary vegetable seeds (eggplant 
and pechay seeds) were provided for 
additional food source and income.

In Tinglayan

Fifty (50) members from Churawon FA of 
Tinglayan, received 600pc rambutan 
seedlings, 600pc lanzones, 30 bags 
fertilizer, 270 head Muscovy ducks, 11 cans 
pechay seeds, and 9 cans of eggplant 
seeds. The intervention provided amounts 
to Php 626,800.

About 10ha combined land area of the 
Churawon FA with 50 selected members is 
also intended for the program’s project 
cultivation.

Similarly, layer stocks will initially be 
produced and will go on salted egg 
enterprise as facilitated by Tinglayan MLGU 
Agricultural Technician Johnny Danggit 
during the FA’s planning.

Aside from the production of fruits, the 
group – initiated by FA President Jeffrey 
Siwag – also eyes the establishment of a 
fruit tree nursery.

In the ceremony, Tinglayan Municipal 
Mayor Sacrament Gumilab said that the 
intervention is a good state initiative 

towards empowering our marginalized rural 
farmers in independent food production and 
hopefully, enterprise establishment for and 
within their community.

With the presence of the provincial, 
municipal, and barangay local government 
units; SAAD staff; and IP beneficiaries in 
Tabuk City, Rep. Jesse Mangaoang through 
Mr. Placido Alsiyang (IP consultant and a 
farmer) said that the implementing bodies 
should uphold unity for the success of the 
projects.

Tabuk City Mayor Darwin C. Estrañero 
responds to the unification call by 
establishing trading posts in the city where 
local farmers could bring their farm 
produce. This project was promised by 
Secretary William Dar during his visit to the 
province in September 2020.

Assistant Provincial Agriculturist, Ms. Julie 
Aclam assures the local farmers that their 
office is always open for any technical 
assistance that the program may need.

Ms. Cindy Mangliwan, BBPCC chairperson, 
shared during her response message, 
“Agyaman kami iti daytuy nga programa ti 
agriculture ket ittuy me nga narikna nga 
han kami nalipatan nga adda ti sulsulinek ti 
gobyerno ket encouragement met ti padak 
nga farmer nga imula amin dagituy naiyeg 
nga seeds ken seedlings tapnu nu 
mapunnu jay Bantay ket bareng 
dakdakkelen tu da mayor jay trading post” 
[Thank you for this program because it is 
through this that we felt the government did 
not forget the remote areas where we are 
in. Also, our fellow farmers encouraged us 
to plant all these seeds and seedlings so 
that when the time comes that Bantay will 
be overloaded with our produce, the mayor 
might consider building a bigger trading 
post.].

The livelihood assistance by the program 
aims to provide an additional source of 
income among beneficiaries and secure 
food availability in their communities. ### 
(Sheena Phine Pisco)

DA-SAAD delivers Php 780K worth of
pinakbet and sinigang seeds to Sulu

March 21, 2021

ZAMBOANGA CITY, March 19, 2021 – The 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program facilitated the transport of 
vegetable seeds worth Php 786,872.50 
from the FY 2021 funds to 2,750 farmers in 
Sulu.

The 98 boxes of vegetable seeds consisting 
of 2,750 packs of pinakbet and 2,750 packs 
of sinigang arrived at Jolo Port on March 19 
with the assistance of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Agrarian Reform 
Sulu (MAFAR-Sulu).

The seeds will then be distributed to the 
SAAD groups in 28 barangays (with more 
or less 100 individual beneficiaries per 
barangay) in the municipalities of 
Maimbung, Panamao, Parang, Talipao, 
Indanan, Luuk, and Patikul.

The 5-in-1 seed pack includes the 

vegetables ampalaya, squash, pole sitao, 
okra, and eggplant which are used in the 
preparation of pinakbet dish; while the 
sinigang pack comprises of okra, pole 
sitao, radish, tomato, and kangkong seeds.

A pack of mixed seeds could cover an 
estimated area of 200 square meters (m²). 
The projected area to be planted would 
reach a consolidated 110 hectares (ha).

The intervention is in support of the 
vegetable farming activities under the 
Diversified Farming Project implemented in 
the province. The vegetables produced will 
be their immediate source of food while 
they wait for other crops such as cassava, 
corn, and peanut to be harvested and sold.

For 2021, SAAD allocated a total of 
Php 12,291,400 for the implementation of 
agricultural livelihood projects in Sulu. ### 
(Shara Malaica Ussam and Natalianne 
Marie Delos Reyes)
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Secretary Dar leads turnover of 
Php 24M-worth SAAD projects in ZDN

March 2, 2021

DIPOLOG CITY, February 26, 2021 – 
Department of Agriculture (DA) Secretary 
William D. Dar presided over the awarding 
of Php 24,288,586 worth of livelihood 
interventions to 51 farmers associations 
(FAs) of the Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program.

FA representatives came to the turnover 
ceremony held at the Zamboanga del Norte 
Convention and Sports Center. These 
groups were recipients of projects related to 
rice, corn, high-value crops (cassava, 
peanut, coffee, banana, papaya, cucumber, 
and other vegetables), and poultry (chicken) 
production.

The inputs turned over included 6,350 bags 
of inorganic fertilizer worth Php 7,126,900 
to 51 FAs and 12,768 chicken (266 modules 
of egg laying machine) worth 
Php 14,515,700 under the 2021 SAAD 
project implementation.

Scan the QR 
code to see 
the list of 
associations 
and their 
liveihood projects.

Two associations received certificates of 
recognition for their outstanding operational 
and financial management. They were the 
D. Riconalla FA, a recipient of the Layer 
Chicken Raising Project, and Jose Dalman 
Corn Cluster FA, beneficiary of the Corn 
Production Project.

DA-SAAD Region 9, in line with the 
Department’s responsibility to ensure food 
security and sustainable agriculture, will 
continue giving full efforts in supporting its 
beneficiaries with proper training, provision 
of livelihood projects, and agripreneurial 
assistance. ### (Natalianne Marie Delos 
Reyes)

SAAD Region 11 grants incubators to 9 chicken 
raisers in GIDA, ELCAC areas of Davao de Oro

February 24, 2021

DAVAO DE ORO, February 19, 2021 – 
Nine farmers’ associations in different 
hinterland areas of Davao de Oro identified 
as Geographically Isolated and 
Disadvantaged Areas (GIDA) and Ending 
Local Communist Armed Conflict (ELCAC) 
benefited from the Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Region 
11’s incubator deliveries mid-first quarter of 
FY 2021.

Each association received one unit of 
incubator with hatcher worth Php 42,500, 
featuring a 336 eggs maximum setter 
capacity and 156-180 eggs maximum 
hatcher capacity.

“Kinahanglan jud namo ang incubator kay 
naay mga manok nga di jud mulumlom. 
Nagtigom jud mi ug itlog para mapadaghan 
namo ang among mga manok (We really 
need the incubator because there are hens 
that don’t know how to hatch their eggs. We 
assembled and prepared eggs so that we 
can multiply the number of our chicken),” 
said Jerry Roylar, chairperson of 
Malamboon Farmers Consumers 

Cooperative of Brgy. Mahayahay (ELCAC) 
in Maragusan.

Aside from a setter and a hatcher, the 
incubators also include the following 
components: temperature and humidity 
gadget, water tray, automated egg turning 
(at 45° angle every hour and a half), and 
automated circulation and ventilation.

“Bisan ingon ani ang sitwasyon nga naay 
pandemya, nadayon jud ang mga project 
nga para sa amoa. Wa jud mi gipasagdan 
(Even with the pandemic situation, the 
projects that are for us pushed through. We 
weren’t neglected),” Ms. Marlene L. 
Rodriguez, chairperson of San Antonio 
Farmers Association in Prosperidad, 
Montevista, said. “First timer mi, pero 
amoang i-sustain ni nga project (We are 
first timers (referring to handling of 
incubators), but we will sustain this project.”

Fulfilled in a 3-day succession, the turnover 
was rigorous, requiring SAAD 11’s regional 
staff and the Regional Agricultural 
Engineering Division (RAED) to travel from 
one area to the next. They performed the 
turnover ceremony, incubator calibration, 

and onsite training for proper handling of 
the equipment.

Montevista Mayor Eutropio Jayectin 
attended the delivery on Prosperidad, 
commenting, “Sa kalayo sa lugar, gihatdan 
mo diri ug pangpusa sa itlog. Maghiusa ta, 
maningkamot ta sa tumong sa atoang 
gobyerno (Even though the place is 
far-flung, you were provided with an 
incubator. Let’s unite, we should strive to 
fulfill our government’s goals).”

The Charlie company of the 66th Infantry 
Battalion, one of SAAD’s armed partners in 
deliveries, also assisted in the 
implementation in Maragusan, Compostela, 
and Pantukan. “Most GIDA and ELCAC 
areas rely on agriculture as their main 
source of living. Here in barangay 
Mahayahay, it’s abaca, chayote, chicken, 
tomatoes. SAAD projects help with the 
financial burden of our people by 
supplementing their livelihood,” 1st Lt. Leo 
Daren Gapay, Company Commander, said.

Asked about the state of leftist activities in 
the areas, he commented, “Ang masasabi 
ko, controlled na siya. Kay ang communist 
groups diri tung una daghan jud sila, pero 
tung niabot ang gobyerno ug military, 
nihawa na. Dakong tabang ang presensiya 
sa gobyerno ug mga livelihood projects sa 

different agencies kay malisdan sila ug 
sulod. Kay ang tao, pupunta talaga doon sa 
may livelihood sila (All I can say is that it’s 
controlled. There were many communist 
groups here, but when the government and 
military came, they left. The presence of our 
government through livelihood projects by 
different agencies is pivotal because they 
can’t penetrate. People will naturally 
gravitate towards projects that can support 
them).”

“Manghinaot mi nga inyohang palungtaron 
ni nga project. Kay ang saad namo, amo 
jung gituman (We hope that you would 
sustain this project. We promised you this, 
and we delivered),” Naomi Lamata, Focal 
Person for SAAD Region 11, encouraged 
beneficiaries in each area.

A component for the upgraded native 
chicken production project of SAAD 11, the 
incubators were given months after the 
poultry (alongside various biologics and 
vegetable seeds) were delivered, allowing 
ample time for hens to start laying eggs.

To streamline and amplify incubator use 
among the beneficiaries, SAAD Region 11 
also plans to follow up with Itik Pinas 
Kayumanggi production this year. ### 
(James Brian Flaga)
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February 24, 2021

DAVAO DE ORO, February 19, 2021 – 
Nine farmers’ associations in different 
hinterland areas of Davao de Oro identified 
as Geographically Isolated and 
Disadvantaged Areas (GIDA) and Ending 
Local Communist Armed Conflict (ELCAC) 
benefited from the Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Region 
11’s incubator deliveries mid-first quarter of 
FY 2021.

Each association received one unit of 
incubator with hatcher worth Php 42,500, 
featuring a 336 eggs maximum setter 
capacity and 156-180 eggs maximum 
hatcher capacity.

“Kinahanglan jud namo ang incubator kay 
naay mga manok nga di jud mulumlom. 
Nagtigom jud mi ug itlog para mapadaghan 
namo ang among mga manok (We really 
need the incubator because there are hens 
that don’t know how to hatch their eggs. We 
assembled and prepared eggs so that we 
can multiply the number of our chicken),” 
said Jerry Roylar, chairperson of 
Malamboon Farmers Consumers 

Cooperative of Brgy. Mahayahay (ELCAC) 
in Maragusan.

Aside from a setter and a hatcher, the 
incubators also include the following 
components: temperature and humidity 
gadget, water tray, automated egg turning 
(at 45° angle every hour and a half), and 
automated circulation and ventilation.

“Bisan ingon ani ang sitwasyon nga naay 
pandemya, nadayon jud ang mga project 
nga para sa amoa. Wa jud mi gipasagdan 
(Even with the pandemic situation, the 
projects that are for us pushed through. We 
weren’t neglected),” Ms. Marlene L. 
Rodriguez, chairperson of San Antonio 
Farmers Association in Prosperidad, 
Montevista, said. “First timer mi, pero 
amoang i-sustain ni nga project (We are 
first timers (referring to handling of 
incubators), but we will sustain this project.”

Fulfilled in a 3-day succession, the turnover 
was rigorous, requiring SAAD 11’s regional 
staff and the Regional Agricultural 
Engineering Division (RAED) to travel from 
one area to the next. They performed the 
turnover ceremony, incubator calibration, 

Scan the QR code
to see the list
of associations
which received the
incubators.

and onsite training for proper handling of 
the equipment.

Montevista Mayor Eutropio Jayectin 
attended the delivery on Prosperidad, 
commenting, “Sa kalayo sa lugar, gihatdan 
mo diri ug pangpusa sa itlog. Maghiusa ta, 
maningkamot ta sa tumong sa atoang 
gobyerno (Even though the place is 
far-flung, you were provided with an 
incubator. Let’s unite, we should strive to 
fulfill our government’s goals).”

The Charlie company of the 66th Infantry 
Battalion, one of SAAD’s armed partners in 
deliveries, also assisted in the 
implementation in Maragusan, Compostela, 
and Pantukan. “Most GIDA and ELCAC 
areas rely on agriculture as their main 
source of living. Here in barangay 
Mahayahay, it’s abaca, chayote, chicken, 
tomatoes. SAAD projects help with the 
financial burden of our people by 
supplementing their livelihood,” 1st Lt. Leo 
Daren Gapay, Company Commander, said.

Asked about the state of leftist activities in 
the areas, he commented, “Ang masasabi 
ko, controlled na siya. Kay ang communist 
groups diri tung una daghan jud sila, pero 
tung niabot ang gobyerno ug military, 
nihawa na. Dakong tabang ang presensiya 
sa gobyerno ug mga livelihood projects sa 

different agencies kay malisdan sila ug 
sulod. Kay ang tao, pupunta talaga doon sa 
may livelihood sila (All I can say is that it’s 
controlled. There were many communist 
groups here, but when the government and 
military came, they left. The presence of our 
government through livelihood projects by 
different agencies is pivotal because they 
can’t penetrate. People will naturally 
gravitate towards projects that can support 
them).”

“Manghinaot mi nga inyohang palungtaron 
ni nga project. Kay ang saad namo, amo 
jung gituman (We hope that you would 
sustain this project. We promised you this, 
and we delivered),” Naomi Lamata, Focal 
Person for SAAD Region 11, encouraged 
beneficiaries in each area.

A component for the upgraded native 
chicken production project of SAAD 11, the 
incubators were given months after the 
poultry (alongside various biologics and 
vegetable seeds) were delivered, allowing 
ample time for hens to start laying eggs.

To streamline and amplify incubator use 
among the beneficiaries, SAAD Region 11 
also plans to follow up with Itik Pinas 
Kayumanggi production this year. ### 
(James Brian Flaga)

Agricultural machinery and tools to help Kalinga 
farmers on vegetable and fruit production

February 23, 2021

KALINGA, February 17, 2021 – The 
Romualdez Farmers Association (RFA) with 
171 members received Php 936,900 worth 
of agricultural machinery and tools from the 
Special Area of Agricultural Development 
(SAAD) Program to support lowland 
vegetables and fruit trees production of FY 
2020.

The interventions given were 60 power 
sprayers and 21 sets of garden tools 
(shovel, crowbar, and rake.)

The Municipal Agriculturist of Rizal, Isabelo 
Dawaton, said that with the power sprayer, 
they could save time in applying nutrients 
and liquid fertilizers in their crops, as well 
as help them reduce expense for labor.

“The power sprayer is a big help in our 
community since our farm is rainfed and we 
are only using water pumps. With this 
assistance for our irrigation system, we 
could increase the production of the 
provided interventions, especially the 
vegetables,” said Mr. Dawaton as he 
recognized the projects as a great help to 
the farmers.

From September to November 2020, the 
group received various 3,150 seedlings 
such as mango (1,050), calamansi (1,050), 
Robusta coffee (1,050), 240 cans of bitter 
gourd seeds, 180 cans of eggplant seeds, 
150 bags of processed chicken manure,164 
native goats, 150 blue plastic drums, and 
150 sets of garden tools.

Assistant Agricultural Production 
Coordinating Officer Bentres Goyo 
reminded the beneficiaries of the need to 
maintain the provided inputs by practicing 
proper management and disposition of the 
machine.

“These tools and machinery is really meant 
for you, we seek your diligence in taking 
care of these tools, and to the projects as a 
whole,” said Mr. Goyo.

RFA president Romel Alingod promised to 
reciprocate the government aid with hard 
work and determination to succeed in the 
livelihood project’s implementation.

“We are thankful for the service everyone 
has done. Thank you for choosing our 
group as a beneficiary. Through the 
DA-CAR-SAAD interventions, we felt the 
presence of the government’s assistance,” 
shared Romel.

RFA is a beneficiary of SAAD’s Integrated 
Lowland Vegetables, Fruit Trees, and 
Goat Production Project in the province 
amounting to Php 4.6 million.

Congressman Allen Jesse Mangaoang 
expressed his support to the program 
through representative Placido Alsiyang. He 
said, “We need to help our farmers as we 
also recognize their importance in easing 
off our struggles especially during this 
pandemic.” ### (Sheena Phine 
Pisco-Dayagon and Jennifer Valcobero)
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Postharvest equipment worth Php 868k 
granted to FOs of Mt. Province

February 19, 2021

MOUNTAIN PROVINCE, February 18, 
2021 – Mountain Province fisherfolk expect 
to receive additional funding for Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program fishery livelihood projects as the 
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
(BFAR) transferred Php 10 million funds to 
regional offices.

“As promised, we came back to deliver 
what was committed. It is really a 
well-heeled time that we are able to grant 
your requests through the additional 
funding that was transferred,” said BFAR 
CAR Regional Director Lilibeth L. Signey 
during the turnover ceremony of various 
project inputs held in Tadian.

Thirteen units of postharvest package 
which include a chest freezer, two cooler 
boxes, and a 60kg-capacity weighing scale 
were distributed to 13 fisherfolk 
organizations with 681 members in the 
municipalities of Bauko, Besao, Bontoc, 
and Sagada (Table 76).

In addition, 200 rolls of fine mesh (hapa) 
nets and 8 rolls of water hose were given to 
the Tadian Farmers and Fisherfolk Irrigators 
Association (with 312 members) in 
response to their request during the harvest 
field day of Japanese loach in September 
2020 at Barangay Duagan.

The nets will be used as protection to 
prevent the Japanese loach from scaping 
the paddies.

According to Ms. Faith Pek-aw, the 
Provincial Veterinarian, their eagerness to 
learn various agri-fisheries interventions 
started when members attended a training 
module on the Farmers Livestock 
School-Goat Enterprise Management 
(FLS-GEM) in 2019.

The learning opportunity stimulated its 
members to become dynamic in exploring 
more ventures that will expand their 
activities such as the established tilapia 
fish hatchery and the propagation of loach.

“We guided and supported the organization 
for them to grow and prosper. So whatever 
their plans, we will support them,” said Ms. 
Pek-aw.

TAFFIA adviser Mr. Rex Allen Cadio is 
looking forward to the constructed tilapia 
fish hatchery and proposes to make it as an 
agri-tourism site to serve as a show window 
for other fisherfolk enthusiasts who wish to 
venture in fish farming.

“This is really a great encouragement for us 
to do our part not only for the TAFFIA 
members but also to other fisherfolk in 
Bauko, Besao, Sagada and Tadian for all of 
us to attain our goals. It is truly gratifying to 
hear from RD Beth we came again to 
deliver our promise with the presence of 
Governor Bonifacio C. Lacwasan, Jr., Vice 
Mayor Alfonso D. Polan, Councilor Juniper 
Kidit, Sr., and some officials to be part of 
the event,” said Mr. Cadio.

“Your presence will serve as a morale 
booster for the members to do their part to 
be able to contribute toward achieving food 
security,” he added.

“We believe that BFAR is an evidence that 
government support continues, from the 
first conducted activity in Duagan, then the 
inauguration of the fish hatchery in Luk-eb, 
up to granting of additional inputs for the 
propagation of loach. We are very grateful 
for this,” said TAFFIA Secretary.

To note, another 14 units of harvesting nets 
worth Php 160,000 is under distribution to 
other towns in the province. ### (Rodelyn 
Foronda and Jennifer Valcobero)

Fisherfolk Organization 
(FO) 

No. of 
Members 

Fishery Inputs Project Cost 
(Php) 

Bagnen FO in Bauko 81 1 postharvest package 18,700.00 

Otucan Sur FO in Bauko 65 1 postharvest package 18,700.00 

Balintaugan FO in Bauko 15 1 postharvest package 18,700.00 

Masameyeo, Gueday FO in Besao 45 1 postharvest package 18,700.00 

Gueday Proper FO in Besao 55 1 postharvest package 18,700.00 

Tamboan Fisherfolk and Irrigators 
Association in Besao 65 1 postharvest package 18,700.00 

Dandanac FO in Besao 48 1 postharvest package 18,700.00 

Dalican FO in Bontoc 104 1 postharvest package 18,700.00 

Mainit FO in Bontoc 18 1 postharvest package 18,700.00 

Ankileng Farmers and Fisherfolk 
Organization in Sagada 

85 1 postharvest package 18,700.00 

Fidelisan Fisherfolk and Farmers 
Organization in Sagada 

50 1 postharvest package 18,700.00 

Madongo Farmers and Fisherfolk 
Organization in Sagada 35 1 postharvest package 18,700.00 

Bangaan FO in Sagada 15 1 postharvest package 18,700.00 

Subtotal 243,100.00 

Tadian Farmers and Fisherfolk 
Irrigators Association 

312 
200 units of (hapa) 
nets with accessories 

600,000.00 

*8 rolls of water hose 25,000.00 

Subtotal 785,000.00 

Grand Total 993  868,100.00 
 

Table 76. Mt. Province Fisherfolk Organizations and their SAAD Inputs

*Water hose was procured under SAAD 2020 fund, not from the Php 3.5 million additional funding
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Sec Dar leads turnover of Php 10.6M agri-livelihood interventions in Bukidnon

February 16, 2021

BUKIDNON, February 12, 2021 – Thirty 
associations and 855 farmers in 15 
municipalities of Bukidnon received 
Php 10.6 million worth of agricultural 
livelihood interventions from the Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program.

Department of Agriculture (DA) Secretary 
William “Manong Willie” Dar led the 
turnover ceremony during the One DA 
Turnover of Agricultural Interventions in 
Northern Mindanao, which is a joint 
distribution between DA Region 10 and 
Philippine Center for Postharvest 
Development and Mechanization 
(PHILMECH) 10 held at the Folk Arts 
Theater, Kaamulan Ground, Malaybalay 
City, Bukidnon.

The said interventions were funded under 
SAAD FY 2020 budget appropriation. From 
the total grant, Php 7.2 million was 
allocated for farm mechanization and 
livelihood projects, while the Php 3.4 million 

was granted as part of SAAD’s COVID-19 
assistance to the farmers in Bukidnon.

The beneficiaries received the following 
farm machineries and equipment, 
gardening tools and materials, farm inputs, 
as well as drugs and biologics:

• 3 units of mobile rice mill
• 4 units of power tiller pull-type with trailer
• 5 units of hand tractor/multi-crop 

cultivator
• 5 units of corn husker/sheller
• 9 units of multi-purpose grinder
• 75 bags urea fertilizer
• 169 units of wound spray
• 180 units of water drum (plastic)
• 180 units of knapsack sprayer
• 234 bags of upland rice seeds
• 273 sachets of antibacterial for cattle, 

goat, poultry
• 275 bags of OPV corn seeds
• 310 boxes of electrolytes + dextrose + 

nutrient + celycine
• 315 packs of vitamin A, D, E
• 324 bags of complete fertilizer
• 563 bags of sweet corn seeds

• 2,159 bags of organic fertilizer
• 6,050 packs of 5-in-1 OPV vegetable 

seeds

In his message, Sec. Dar underscored the 
effects of the emerging health crisis to the 
agriculture sectors, consequentially 
encouraging the farmers in Bukidnon to 
help the government in addressing the 
problems and challenges at hand.

“We want to work with you to see to it that 
the farmers and fisherfolk, together with the 
agripreneurs will now make the possibility 
in unlocking the agriculture potentials at the 
rural areas,” Sec. Dar said.

“Tutulungan po ninyo ang Kagawaran ng 
Pagsasaka upang sa ganun kayong mga 
magsasaka ay magkaroon ng masaganang 
ani at mataas na kita,” added Sec. Dar.

(You will help the Department of Agriculture 
so that you as farmers will achieve 
abundant harvest and high income.)

Sec. Dar also urged the farmers to 

cooperate with the DA in its campaign 
against the African Swine Fever (ASF) to 
protect Northern Mindanao’s hog industry.

“The national and local governments should 
work hand in hand (to restrain the ASF) and 
implement strict biodiversity and quarantine 
measures,” Sec. Dar promoted as he 
commended the provincial government of 
Bukidnon for its remarkable efforts in 
keeping the province free from the ASF.

Sec. Dar also led the launching of the 
Babay ASF or Bantay ASF sa Barangay 
during the event.

Governor Jose Maria R. Zubiri, Jr. received 
the turnover of intervention certificate from 
SAAD and other programs of DA 10.

Present during the event were 
Congressmen Jonathan Keith T. Flores and 
Rogelio P. Roque, Municipal and City 
Mayors of the different LGUs in Bukidnon, 
Municipal and City Agriculturists, and 
Presidents of the different Farmer’s 
Associations and Cooperatives in the 
province.

In the DA 10, present were Regional 
Executive Director, Carlene C. Collado, 
Regional Technical Director for Operations, 
Carlota S. Madriaga, SAAD 10 Focal 
Person, Audy Maagad, SAAD Head 
Secretariat, Lana May S. Racines, and 
SAAD staff.

Bukidnon was included in the SAAD 
Program of the DA in 2018. Since then, the 
program has already implemented Php 49.8 
million worth of agri-livelihood projects to 
eradicate poverty incidence in the province.

This year, the program will implement 
various enterprising projects to further 
capacitate its beneficiaries to venture into 
agri-enterprising activities. ### (Ruth 
Esther Bermundo)
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35 Katipunan farmers accept 
140 bags upland rice seeds

February 9, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, January 29, 
2021 – Through the Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program, the 
SAAD Katipunan Farmers Association (FA) 
in Katipunan, Zamboanga del Norte 
received 140 bags of upland rice seeds 
worth Php 391,300 to aid their rice farming 
activities.

In the 3rd quarter of 2020, SAAD 
Zamboanga del Norte also delivered 
Php 820,000 worth of fertilizers (1,150 
bags). The livelihood support is under the 
program’s Upland Rice Production Project 
for FY 2020.

The project supports 100 members of the 
group, in which 65 of them engage in 
lowland rice farming while the others in 
upland rice farming.

“Indeed, farming became easier because 
we were provided with the capital. Last 
year, we each received organic and 
inorganic fertilizers. Imagine if we were to 
buy 10 bags of fertilizer which cost almost 
Php 10,000. We are very grateful to SAAD 
for giving us such inputs,” said Ignacio 
Bagsican, member of the SAAD – 
Katipunan FA, who tills half a hectare of 
rice farm for his family.

The program initially provided them with 
one unit rice mill worth Php 461,000 from 
the FY 2018 Lowland Rice Production 
Project. The rice mill presently operates 
and caters the milling needs of the 
members as well as other farmers in the 
area. Then, in 2019, they received 
Php 731,650 worth of interventions 
composed of 35 bags of upland seeds and 
330 bags fertilizers for both upland and 
lowland rice production.

The 35 members were from barangays 

Miatan, Seres, Sitog, Bulawan, Carupay, 
Matam and Balok, which are located in the 
most marginalized areas in the 
municipality. Considering the association 
has a very sizable area for farming 
activities, they are unable to do so because 
they have no means to augment capital for 
farming inputs.

Rice production in the province

Rice remains to be the staple food in vast 
majorities in Visayas and Mindanao. At the 
same time, rice farming is one of the major 
livelihoods in rural communities.

Ironically, farmers who produce staple foods 
are the ones who can barely provide three 
square meals a day for their families.

According to the Philippine Statistics 
Authority (PSA), the average farm gate 
price of palay is Php 16.70/kg as of the first 
week of January 2021. With that value, 
farmers will continue to wallow in poverty.

One of the strategies under the ONE DA 
Approach for agri-fisheries transformation 
as mandated by Agriculture Secretary 
William D. Dar is the mobilization and 
empowerment of partners.

The packaged interventions serve as a 
starting capital primarily aimed at 
improving economic conditions and to 
attain DA’s twin goals of “Masaganang Ani 
at Mataas Na Kita”. SAAD is steadfast in its 
commitment to provide income 
opportunities to the beneficiaries, giving 
them training, needed inputs, and 
mentorship. ### (Aimee Lou Madjus and 
Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)

50 Meranaw farmers of Bayang granted 
Php 1.3M worth of RTL Chicken

February 9, 2021

LANAO DEL SUR, February 4, 2021 – A 
total of 50 farmers in Bayang received 
2,400 ready-to-lay (RTL) chicken (48 
modules) and 50 cages from the Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program of the Department of Agriculture 
(DA).

Bayang has long been battling indigence. In 
2015, it had a 66.48% poverty incidence 
rate which made the municipality a 
beneficiary of the program.

Just when the program was set to distribute 
the project, the five-month-long Marawi 
Siege hindered the implementers from 
accessing the whole province, thus, the 
delivery of agricultural supports got 
delayed.

Furthermore, the pandemic hindered the 

delivery. The COVID-19 caused lockdown 
restrictions in different areas. When it was 
lifted, the program management in SAAD 
Northern Mindanao immediately delivered 
the livelihood aid.

The distribution of livelihood support 
graced by the Mayor Aslani P. Balt will help 
the beneficiaries cope with the pandemic 
for both food consumption and as a source 
of income.

“We are very thankful this project reached 
our municipality. We have been waiting for 
this for more than a year and now that it 
has finally arrived, it is very timely with the 
still ongoing pandemic,” said Mayor Balt.

“This project may seem like it only 
produces an egg, but with hard work and 
perseverance, we can turn this project into 
something more than that. Aside from their 
daily consumption, this (project) will also 

serve as an added income for their 
household,” he added.

Bayang Municipal Agriculturist Mohammad 
Saif Gasanara also vows to look over the 
project’s sustainability.

“As MAO of Bayang, we will conduct close 
monitoring of the project. If there are new 
technologies, we will introduce them to the 
farmers to expand their knowledge,” 
furthered Gasanara.

“To our beneficiaries, work hard and do not 

be idle while handling this project. Because 
at the end of the day, this project will only 
prosper depending on how you maintain it,” 
Gasanara added.
Also present during the activity are SAAD 
Head Secretariat, Lana May S. Racines, 
and SAAD Northern Mindanao regional 
staff.

As of now, the SAAD Program is working 
closely with the DA’s Research Division to 
conduct an Egg Production Training for the 
farmers in Bayang. This is essential to 
equip them with knowledge on how to 
sustain the intervention given. ### (Ruth 
Esther Bermundo)
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equip them with knowledge on how to 
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100 abaca farmers of ADS received 
Php 6.7M worth of projects

February 5, 2021

AGUSAN DEL SUR, February 4, 2021 – 
In Agusan del Sur, the Department of 
Agriculture- Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program invested 
in building suitable commodities mainly on 
crops (rice, abaca, and cacao) and poultry 
production to help address poverty 
incidence in the province.

The Program allocated a total of Php 
3,460,887.29 in 2019 and Php 2,429,022.95 
in 2020 for Cecelia Abaca and Corn 
Planters Association (CAPCA) with 100 
members for abaca production. The 
association received 10,103 abaca suckers, 
25,051 abaca seedlings, and other 
production inputs such as farm tools, 
fertilizers, chemicals, and a UV plastic shed 
in support of the abaca plantation of all 
members (1ha per member).

Aside from the abaca project, CAPCA also 
obtained a native chicken production 
project worth Php 830,966.90 that serves as 
another source of income while waiting for 
the abaca to be harvested.

A farmer’s expectation

Manong Enerio is a member of the CACPA 
that has been engaged in abaca production 

since 2019. His one-hectare abaca farm in 
barangay Cecelia, San Luis, Agusan del 
Sur (ADS) is expected to produce its first 
harvest by January 2022.

With the current buying price of Php 92/kg, 
Manong Enerio will earn around 
Php 80,000 quarterly or Php 320,000 in one 
year. In estimates, a hectare of abaca 
plantations can produce 925kg of abaca 
fibers.

Project monitoring continues in ADS

SAAD Deputy Focal Person Jekem D. 
Sanchez, accompanied by Municipal 
Agriculturist Ceasar G. Burdeos, surveyed 
the SAAD-funded abaca and chicken 
production projects in San Luis, ADS.

Since 2019, the SAAD Program has 
supported two farmers’ associations in the 
municipality, namely the Muritula USAD 
Farmers’ Association (80 members) and the 
CAPCA.

Agricultural Technologists Joan Salinas 
(Muritula USAD FA) and Ma. Fe Sulapas 
(CAPCA) with SAAD Area Coordinator 
Richard Lalisan facilitated the said visit. 
### (Mark Angelo Pineda and Natalianne 
Marie Delos Reyes)
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DA-SAAD boosts egg production 
in Zamboanga del Norte

February 2, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, January 27, 
2021 – The Special Area for Agricultural 
Development Program of the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) in Region 9 delivered 
Php 1,399,800 worth of Layer Chicken 
Raising Project to 6 farmers associations 
(FA) in two municipalities (Rizal and 
Katipunan) of Zamboanga del Norte.

The 28 modules, consisting of 48 chickens 
each, were received by Tolda II FA (96 
chickens), East Poblacion FA (144 
chickens) and Sebaca FA (144 chickens) in 
Rizal; and Loyuran FA (336 chickens), 
Matam FA (240 chickens) and Mias FA 
(384) in Katipunan.

Area Coordinators Shelain Apolinario and 
Janeen Ivana Golis facilitated the delivery 
of the livelihood intervention, headed by 
Provincial Coordinator Ronillo Dusaban, 
and Livestock Technician Jailyn Gamutan.

Amid the pandemic

“The SAAD Program helped us a lot. With 
the Php 238,000 income from the first 
cycle, we have successfully replenished the 
chickens, and each of our members was 
given one sack of rice during the 
pandemic,” said Tedulo Andig, President of 
Matam FA.

Matam FA’s earnings were attributed to the 
13 modules layer chicken given to them by 
SAAD in 2020.

“Our goal is not to get rich, but we want our 
lives to become better,” added Tedulo. 
“Through the support of SAAD, the DA, and 
the local government of Katipunan, we are 
closer to what we can achieve. We are very 
thankful to have been and we remain as 
farmer partners of the SAAD Program.”

On the other hand, Mias FA harvests an 
average of 15 trays of egg per day with 
86.25% egg productivity rate. To date, Mias 
FA maintains 27 modules, or 1,296 layer 
chickens, and has Php 108,620 savings on 
bank.

With good standing records, these 
associations have been farmer partners of 
the SAAD Program since 2018.

In line with the “One DA” approach for the 
holistic transformation of agriculture and 
fisheries in rural communities, the 
DA-SAAD Program continues to deliver the 
promised livelihood interventions to farmers 
to achieve the department’s twin goals of 
“Masaganang Ani at Mataas Na Kita”. ### 
(Aimee Lou Madjus and Natalianne Marie 
Delos Reyes)

14,400 chickens distributed to Meranaw farmers

January 22, 2021

MARAWI CITY, January 19, 2021 – An Php 
8.1 million worth of Integrated Agricultural 
Livelihood Project under the Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program for FY 2018 was delivered to 300 
Meranaw farmers in Lanao del Sur.

The five-month Marawi siege which 
happened in 2017 and caused unstable 
peace and order situation throughout the 
years is the main reason for the delay in the 
distribution.

SAAD will continuously distribute the 
project composed of 14,400 ready-to-lay 
(RTL) chicken, 300 chicken cage, and 
3,960 feeds until February. Each farmer will 
receive 48 chicken layers, 1 chicken cage, 
and 13 bags of feeds.

Seven farmers in barangay East Calocan, 
Marawi City initially received 318 RTL 
chicken. The remaining chicken will be 
delivered in February to the remaining 43 
beneficiaries in the city.

Aside from Marawi City, five other 
municipalities including Bayang, Kapai, 
Poona Piagapo, Bubong, and Lumbatan will 
receive the said project. The chicken will be 

delivered after conducting the required 
blood sampling.

“It is important for us to see the 
improvement of our farmers’ lives because 
of the livelihood assistance they receive 
from the government,” said Anifa Busara, 
OIC-City Agriculturist of Marawi City.

“I will always encourage our farmers to take 
care of the projects they receive,” Anifa 
added.

In this pandemic, the project is anticipated 
to provide the cheapest source of protein to 
marginalized farmers and their families. It 
is also an added economic opportunity to 
help them earn an income while the country 
is facing this health crisis.

“We will see to it that this project will be 
fully and successfully implemented this 
year. More than ever, our farmers need our 
assistance now,” said Lana May Racines, 
the SAAD Head Secretariat of Northern 
Mindanao.

“Our farmers’ well-being is our top priority 
in these trying times,” she remarked. ### 
(Ruth Esther Bermundo)

January 22, 2021

SULU, January 21, 2021 – Residents of 
barangay Kanmidus, Luuk are expecting to 
harvest 39 tons of rice or 800 sacks 
(50kg/sack) from their 10 hectares (ha) area 
in April 2021.

The DA through the Special Area for 
Agriculture Development (SAAD) Program 
made access to food easier for the 27 
members of the Batu-batu Farmers’ 
Association (BBFA) as 17 of them received 
inputs from the Cassava-Corn-Peanut 
Project while 10 received the Rice 
Production Project.

“We plant rice to eat, not to sell,” said 
Abraham “Abra” Nasilin, president of BFFA. 
The people who live far from Jolo 

experience difficulties in buying rice for 
their household consumption. The 
round-trip transportation fare to Luuk was 
only Php 100, but doubled due to the social 
distancing protocols implemented in taking 
public utility vehicles because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“In sien ipami bugas nagsisibuh da iban sin 
pagsukay madtu mari” (The money 
intended for rice is already worth the same 
with roundtrip fare) said Abra as he 
expressed the challenge faced by his 
community in buying rice when they only 
have enough money for rice but not for the 
fare.

The BBFA farmers were like other farmers 
in Sulu who feel disheartened to welcome 
government projects due to their past 
experiences. But, Al-Anas “Nhat” Yusop 
(Area Coordinator of Luuk and Panamao) 
and Alkhartemar Sangkula (Area 
Coordinator of Parang) showed dedicated 
efforts to talk to the farmers in Luuk. They 
brought more than just interventions but 
also pure intentions, as the farmers agreed 
to put their trust on the SAAD Program.

“Bakas yadtu, awn dasab nagdihil kamuh 
kabuhianan byaini sah bukun amun 
magtatanum tud in kyadihilan, bakas, isa– 
isa ko da mag tanum bugas, nahinang kami 
upat, pitu,  pagdatung man in SAAD timaud 
na kami (Before you came, there were 
others who came to us and promised us 
support, but they gave it to the non-farmers. 
Before you, I used to work alone, then we 
gathered in four and then seven, and then 
SAAD organized us to become more),” Abra 
expressed in disbelief and joy at the same 
time.

In 2020, BFFA received farm inputs with a 
total worth of Php 657,384. SAAD delivered 
168 rolls of hog wire worth Php 317,856; 20 
rolls of barb wire worth Php 29,160; 24 
sacks of unshelled peanuts worth 
Php 88,248; and 50 bags organic fertilizer 
worth Php 24,000 under Cassva-Corn-
Peanut Production in September.

For the Rice Production Project, the 
program provided 24 bags of inorganic 

fertilizer worth Php 28,620 and 10 sacks of 
rice seeds worth Php 20,000. One floating 
tiller (mudboat type) worth Php 149,500 
was also delivered in November.

“Malagguh tud in tabang ini kamuh (This is 
such a big help to us),” said Abra. He said 
the farm inputs support revived their lost 
motivation to plant rice, but with SAAD’s 
assistance, they felt appreciated and took a 
bigger dream of planting rice not just for 
them to eat but also to sell to earn some 
income.

Abraham expressed his gratitude in Tausug 
saying “Ma�arang sukul kami ha 
SAAD, l�i lubah na kay sir 
Nhat way nag b�ta sin lug 
iban laul kamu ha pagdahan sin 
m� kagugunahan namuh ha 
pag uma (On behalf of my co-farmers 
we would like to thank SAAD, especially to 
Sir Nhat who did not give up on us and 
really brought the livelihood that we need).”

He also took the opportunity to express his 
gratitude to the SAAD area coordinators 
and said that had it not been for them, they 
wouldn’t be where they are now. They 
appreciate and welcome SAAD into their 
lives.

“Helping others is worth it especially when 
you know that you are helping the right 
ones,” said Al-Anas Yusop pertaining to the 
kind farmers of BBFA. ### (Shara Malaica 
Ussam and Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)
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The marginalized farmers and fishers 
suffered more acutely during this COVID-19 
crisis. To address their needs, the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) 
implemented nationwide the “Plant, Plant, 
Plant Program (Agri-4Ps)” or “Ahon Lahat, 
Pagkaing Sapat (ALPAS) Laban sa 
CoViD-19”.

The Agri-4Ps is the flagship program of the 
DA to ensure the country’s food sufficiency, 
availability, accessibility, and affordability 
level during the health emergency situation 
triggered by the pandemic with the support 
of other programs and bureaus.

Meanwhile, the Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program is one of the 
active programs which supports the 
Agri-4Ps in its 30 covered provinces.

In Region 12, SAAD funded a total of 
Php 814,984 worth of vegetable and 
livestock intervention for farmers in Sultan 
Kudarat and Cotabato under FY2020 
allocation.

In Brgy. Makat, Columbio, Sultan Kudarat, 
25 members of Makat Peace and 

Development Volunteers and Workers 
Farmers Association received 330 heads of 
mallard duck amounting to Php 157,496.50 
on January 14, 2021.

On January 14, 2021, a total of 
Php 157,496.50 worth of 330 mallard ducks 
were distributed to 25 members of 
Manwitan Farmers Association from Brgy. 
Sibsib, Tulunan, Cotabato.

Furthermore, a total of Php 499,990 worth 
of 330 mallard ducks were also distributed 
to 75 Matalam Farmers Association on 
January 15, 2021. 

On the same day, the Central Malamote 
Bangsa Moro Farmer Association and 
Kilad-Kidama Moro Farmer Association 
each received 165 mallard ducks. Also, the 
Bangsamoro Womens SLP Farmers 
Organization from Brgy. Magatos, Kabacan 
received 340 mallard ducks. 

A total of 1,300 mallard duck amounting 
Php 649,984 have been distributed to a 
total of 5 farmers’ association with 170 
members. 

During the distribution, SAAD Focal Person 
Maimona B. Amil briefed the farmers about 

SAAD. “Ang DA12-SAAD Program sa 
pamumuno ni Regional Executive Director 
Arlan M. Mangelen ay patuloy na 
maglilingkod at magbibigay ng livelihood 
project para ang sa magsasaka ng Rehiyon 
12, lalo na sa malalayong lugar na hindi pa 
naabot ng programa ng gobyerno,” she 

said. 

The provincial and municipal local 
government units supported the distribution 
with their presence. ### (Jemiema Arro and 
Mark Anthony Marfe)

DA-SAAD Sulu farmers expect to
 harvest 39 tons of rice for consumption

January 22, 2021

SULU, January 21, 2021 – Residents of 
barangay Kanmidus, Luuk are expecting to 
harvest 39 tons of rice or 800 sacks 
(50kg/sack) from their 10 hectares (ha) area 
in April 2021.

The DA through the Special Area for 
Agriculture Development (SAAD) Program 
made access to food easier for the 27 
members of the Batu-batu Farmers’ 
Association (BBFA) as 17 of them received 
inputs from the Cassava-Corn-Peanut 
Project while 10 received the Rice 
Production Project.

“We plant rice to eat, not to sell,” said 
Abraham “Abra” Nasilin, president of BFFA. 
The people who live far from Jolo 

experience difficulties in buying rice for 
their household consumption. The 
round-trip transportation fare to Luuk was 
only Php 100, but doubled due to the social 
distancing protocols implemented in taking 
public utility vehicles because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“In sien ipami bugas nagsisibuh da iban sin 
pagsukay madtu mari” (The money 
intended for rice is already worth the same 
with roundtrip fare) said Abra as he 
expressed the challenge faced by his 
community in buying rice when they only 
have enough money for rice but not for the 
fare.

continue to next page

The BBFA farmers were like other farmers 
in Sulu who feel disheartened to welcome 
government projects due to their past 
experiences. But, Al-Anas “Nhat” Yusop 
(Area Coordinator of Luuk and Panamao) 
and Alkhartemar Sangkula (Area 
Coordinator of Parang) showed dedicated 
efforts to talk to the farmers in Luuk. They 
brought more than just interventions but 
also pure intentions, as the farmers agreed 
to put their trust on the SAAD Program.
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kabuhianan byaini sah bukun amun 
magtatanum tud in kyadihilan, bakas, isa– 
isa ko da mag tanum bugas, nahinang kami 
upat, pitu,  pagdatung man in SAAD timaud 
na kami (Before you came, there were 
others who came to us and promised us 
support, but they gave it to the non-farmers. 
Before you, I used to work alone, then we 
gathered in four and then seven, and then 
SAAD organized us to become more),” Abra 
expressed in disbelief and joy at the same 
time.

In 2020, BFFA received farm inputs with a 
total worth of Php 657,384. SAAD delivered 
168 rolls of hog wire worth Php 317,856; 20 
rolls of barb wire worth Php 29,160; 24 
sacks of unshelled peanuts worth 
Php 88,248; and 50 bags organic fertilizer 
worth Php 24,000 under Cassva-Corn-
Peanut Production in September.

For the Rice Production Project, the 
program provided 24 bags of inorganic 

fertilizer worth Php 28,620 and 10 sacks of 
rice seeds worth Php 20,000. One floating 
tiller (mudboat type) worth Php 149,500 
was also delivered in November.

“Malagguh tud in tabang ini kamuh (This is 
such a big help to us),” said Abra. He said 
the farm inputs support revived their lost 
motivation to plant rice, but with SAAD’s 
assistance, they felt appreciated and took a 
bigger dream of planting rice not just for 
them to eat but also to sell to earn some 
income.

Abraham expressed his gratitude in Tausug 
saying “Ma�arang sukul kami ha 
SAAD, l�i lubah na kay sir 
Nhat way nag b�ta sin lug 
iban laul kamu ha pagdahan sin 
m� kagugunahan namuh ha 
pag uma (On behalf of my co-farmers 
we would like to thank SAAD, especially to 
Sir Nhat who did not give up on us and 
really brought the livelihood that we need).”

He also took the opportunity to express his 
gratitude to the SAAD area coordinators 
and said that had it not been for them, they 
wouldn’t be where they are now. They 
appreciate and welcome SAAD into their 
lives.

“Helping others is worth it especially when 
you know that you are helping the right 
ones,” said Al-Anas Yusop pertaining to the 
kind farmers of BBFA. ### (Shara Malaica 
Ussam and Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)
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Agriculture Development (SAAD) Program 
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members of the Batu-batu Farmers’ 
Association (BBFA) as 17 of them received 
inputs from the Cassava-Corn-Peanut 
Project while 10 received the Rice 
Production Project.

“We plant rice to eat, not to sell,” said 
Abraham “Abra” Nasilin, president of BFFA. 
The people who live far from Jolo 
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public utility vehicles because of the 
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others who came to us and promised us 
support, but they gave it to the non-farmers. 
Before you, I used to work alone, then we 
gathered in four and then seven, and then 
SAAD organized us to become more),” Abra 
expressed in disbelief and joy at the same 
time.

In 2020, BFFA received farm inputs with a 
total worth of Php 657,384. SAAD delivered 
168 rolls of hog wire worth Php 317,856; 20 
rolls of barb wire worth Php 29,160; 24 
sacks of unshelled peanuts worth 
Php 88,248; and 50 bags organic fertilizer 
worth Php 24,000 under Cassva-Corn-
Peanut Production in September.

For the Rice Production Project, the 
program provided 24 bags of inorganic 

fertilizer worth Php 28,620 and 10 sacks of 
rice seeds worth Php 20,000. One floating 
tiller (mudboat type) worth Php 149,500 
was also delivered in November.

“Malagguh tud in tabang ini kamuh (This is 
such a big help to us),” said Abra. He said 
the farm inputs support revived their lost 
motivation to plant rice, but with SAAD’s 
assistance, they felt appreciated and took a 
bigger dream of planting rice not just for 
them to eat but also to sell to earn some 
income.

Abraham expressed his gratitude in Tausug 
saying “Ma�arang sukul kami ha 
SAAD, l�i lubah na kay sir 
Nhat way nag b�ta sin lug 
iban laul kamu ha pagdahan sin 
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pag uma (On behalf of my co-farmers 
we would like to thank SAAD, especially to 
Sir Nhat who did not give up on us and 
really brought the livelihood that we need).”

He also took the opportunity to express his 
gratitude to the SAAD area coordinators 
and said that had it not been for them, they 
wouldn’t be where they are now. They 
appreciate and welcome SAAD into their 
lives.

“Helping others is worth it especially when 
you know that you are helping the right 
ones,” said Al-Anas Yusop pertaining to the 
kind farmers of BBFA. ### (Shara Malaica 
Ussam and Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)

SAAD Region 11 grants incubators to 9 chicken 
raisers in GIDA, ELCAC areas of Davao de Oro

January 5, 2021

DAVAO DE ORO, December 21, 2020 – 
Ten farmer-partners from the Mansaka 
indigenous people (IP) community, 
alongside 6 members of the auxiliary force 
of the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
(AFP) in Brgy. Camanlangan, New Bataan 
– an ELCAC-covered area, were among the 
100 beneficiaries who received chickens 
and other components from the Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Region 11.

The picturesque barangay located on the 
upper part of the municipality has a thriving 
Mansaka community and an ongoing 
history of rebel activities. As a 
Geographically Isolated and Disadvantaged 
Area (GIDA), it was identified as an 
appropriate delivery location for SAAD 
Region 11’s upgraded native chicken 
program. Several barangay purok on the 
upland parts were considered critical.

Mansaka farmers Adoracion Sojor and 
Ricardo Sojor, who are both seniors, were 
elated to receive the implements.  “Daghan 
jud kaayo akong pasalamat…nga gitagaan 
jud mi ani sa gobyerno. Pasalamat jud 
ko..kay kami pait jud kaayo (I am eminently 
grateful…that we’ve been given this by the 

government. I am thankful…because our 
life’s rough),” she said.

“Paningkamotan nato ni nga 
mapalambo…kay basig puhon diay 
makit-an sa mga taga-SAAD nga atong 
livelihood diri, maayo pagdumala, so 
madayon nga muhatag…ug other projects 
[We need to strive to develop this (referring 
to the program), as in the future, SAAD may 
see that our livelihood here is 
well-managed, so they’ll decide to 
give…other projects], “ Sgt. Junald Portacio 
of 66th Infantry Battalion, head of the area’s 
community development team, urged the 
farmers. Sgt. Portacio, alongside his men, 
assisted in the distribution of the project.

Before the distribution, SAAD Region 11 
identified beneficiaries and conducted 
training in the area, orienting the 
beneficiaries on how to handle and manage 
the chickens.

The implements, costing Php 556,716.40, 
consisted of 8 chickens (6 pullets and 2 
cockerels), 50kg of feed, 8-in-1 vegetable 
seed packets, and assorted biologics for 
each beneficiary. A total of 800 native 
chickens were delivered. ### (James Brian 
Flaga)
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January 22, 2021

SULU, January 21, 2021 – Residents of 
barangay Kanmidus, Luuk are expecting to 
harvest 39 tons of rice or 800 sacks 
(50kg/sack) from their 10 hectares (ha) area 
in April 2021.

The DA through the Special Area for 
Agriculture Development (SAAD) Program 
made access to food easier for the 27 
members of the Batu-batu Farmers’ 
Association (BBFA) as 17 of them received 
inputs from the Cassava-Corn-Peanut 
Project while 10 received the Rice 
Production Project.

“We plant rice to eat, not to sell,” said 
Abraham “Abra” Nasilin, president of BFFA. 
The people who live far from Jolo 

experience difficulties in buying rice for 
their household consumption. The 
round-trip transportation fare to Luuk was 
only Php 100, but doubled due to the social 
distancing protocols implemented in taking 
public utility vehicles because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“In sien ipami bugas nagsisibuh da iban sin 
pagsukay madtu mari” (The money 
intended for rice is already worth the same 
with roundtrip fare) said Abra as he 
expressed the challenge faced by his 
community in buying rice when they only 
have enough money for rice but not for the 
fare.

The BBFA farmers were like other farmers 
in Sulu who feel disheartened to welcome 
government projects due to their past 
experiences. But, Al-Anas “Nhat” Yusop 
(Area Coordinator of Luuk and Panamao) 
and Alkhartemar Sangkula (Area 
Coordinator of Parang) showed dedicated 
efforts to talk to the farmers in Luuk. They 
brought more than just interventions but 
also pure intentions, as the farmers agreed 
to put their trust on the SAAD Program.

“Bakas yadtu, awn dasab nagdihil kamuh 
kabuhianan byaini sah bukun amun 
magtatanum tud in kyadihilan, bakas, isa– 
isa ko da mag tanum bugas, nahinang kami 
upat, pitu,  pagdatung man in SAAD timaud 
na kami (Before you came, there were 
others who came to us and promised us 
support, but they gave it to the non-farmers. 
Before you, I used to work alone, then we 
gathered in four and then seven, and then 
SAAD organized us to become more),” Abra 
expressed in disbelief and joy at the same 
time.

In 2020, BFFA received farm inputs with a 
total worth of Php 657,384. SAAD delivered 
168 rolls of hog wire worth Php 317,856; 20 
rolls of barb wire worth Php 29,160; 24 
sacks of unshelled peanuts worth 
Php 88,248; and 50 bags organic fertilizer 
worth Php 24,000 under Cassva-Corn-
Peanut Production in September.

For the Rice Production Project, the 
program provided 24 bags of inorganic 

fertilizer worth Php 28,620 and 10 sacks of 
rice seeds worth Php 20,000. One floating 
tiller (mudboat type) worth Php 149,500 
was also delivered in November.

“Malagguh tud in tabang ini kamuh (This is 
such a big help to us),” said Abra. He said 
the farm inputs support revived their lost 
motivation to plant rice, but with SAAD’s 
assistance, they felt appreciated and took a 
bigger dream of planting rice not just for 
them to eat but also to sell to earn some 
income.

Abraham expressed his gratitude in Tausug 
saying “Ma�arang sukul kami ha 
SAAD, l�i lubah na kay sir 
Nhat way nag b�ta sin lug 
iban laul kamu ha pagdahan sin 
m� kagugunahan namuh ha 
pag uma (On behalf of my co-farmers 
we would like to thank SAAD, especially to 
Sir Nhat who did not give up on us and 
really brought the livelihood that we need).”

He also took the opportunity to express his 
gratitude to the SAAD area coordinators 
and said that had it not been for them, they 
wouldn’t be where they are now. They 
appreciate and welcome SAAD into their 
lives.

“Helping others is worth it especially when 
you know that you are helping the right 
ones,” said Al-Anas Yusop pertaining to the 
kind farmers of BBFA. ### (Shara Malaica 
Ussam and Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)

Training Programs40 OccMin farmers learn mushroom 
production, processing

B	ta may k�u�, ang buhay ay bubuti!

December 21, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, December 20, 
2021 – Forty (40) farmers from Occidental 
Mindoro acquired knowledge on mushroom 
production and processing from the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program to boost the production of 
mushrooms in barangay Calawag.

The training was conducted in partnership 
with the Municipal Agriculture Office (MAO) 
of Magsaysay in Brgy. Poblacion from 
November 18 to 19.

The 40 participants are members of two 
associations, which are Calawag 
Mushroom Association (CMA) and Calawag 
Mushroom Genuine Group (CMGG).

Oyster mushrooms are sold at Php 250-300 
per kilogram in the area. Its demand has 
been growing since it became more 
accessible to residents, hence the need for 
training to increase their production.

“Nagulat ako noong sinubukan ko na 
magbenta ng kabute dito sa amin dahil 

madaling naubos ang naprodyus na kabute 
at marami pa ang naghahanap (I was 
surprised when I tried selling mushrooms in 
our community because our produce got 
easily sold out and many people still 
wanted to buy),” shared CMA chairperson 
Alfredo Magluyan.

Mushrooms, a protein rich, low calorie 
source of fiber, and antioxidants are 
consumed as an ingredient to dishes.

Region Mushroom Program Coordinator 
Emerald Largado taught about different 
species of mushrooms and their health and 
antibacterial benefits. She said mushrooms 
can regulate blood pressure and reduce 
stress.

DA Agricultural Technician II Rudenick 
Sanchez led the demonstration on making 

mushroom spawn and transferring them to 
fruiting bags. He also showed the process 
of making ice cream, lumpia, patty, and 
atsara from mushrooms.

“Malaking tulong na binigyan kami ng 
[mushroom production and processing 
project] ng SAAD dahil pagsasaka lamang 
ang ikinabubuhay namin. Nagpapasalamat 
kami dahil nagkaroon kami ng pagsasanay 
at nadagdagan ang aming kaalaman. Mas 
mapapalakas namin ang pagprodyus ng 
kabute at mas lalaki ang kita namin sa 
samahan,” said Magluyan.

(The mushroom production and processing 
project) from SAAD is a great help for us 
since we are dependent on farming for a 
living. We are grateful that we were trained 
and our knowledge increased. We will be 
able to boost our mushroom production and 
the association’s income will increase.)

The MAO will assist the associations on the 
marketing side. It is also encouraging the 
farmers to utilize social media to introduce 
their products to a wider audience.

CMGG finished the construction of their 
fruiting house in September 2021 under 
SAAD Mushroom Production Project in FY 
2020 while CMA completed theirs in 
October 2021 under the same project in FY 
2019. The projects’ cumulative cost is 
Php 400,000.

The CMA received a mushroom production 
package, which includes four galvanized 
iron pipes, 10 meters insulator, 16 yards 
sackuline, four drums, and plastic bags for 
fruiting bags at the conclusion of the 
training.

Meanwhile, CMGG is yet to receive their 
package in the first quarter of 2022. ### 
(Dianne Francis Sy)
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Former insurgents become 
mushroom growers in Bukidnon

December 20, 2021

BUKIDNON, December 20, 2021 – The 
Department of Agriculture (DA) Northern 
Mindanao (Region 10) through its Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program conducted Mushroom Spawn 
Production Training to former rebels from 
Quezon, Bukidnon to turn them into 
mushroom growers.

The training worth Php 43,550 was 
conducted from December 2 to 3 to support 
the Executive Order No. 70 or the 
“Institutionalizing the whole-of-nation 
approach in attaining inclusive and 
sustainable peace, creating a national task 
force to end local communist armed 
conflict, and directing the adoption of a 
national peace framework”.

Headed by Regional Executive Director 
Carlene C. Collado, 17 members of 

Lumintao Farmer’s Association were 
upskilled on growing mushroom spawn 
(Pleurotus ostreatus) using raw materials.

Facilitated by the DA’s Research Center for 
Upland Development (RCUD), the 
beneficiaries were assisted by the 3rd 
Infantry Battalion (3IB) of the Philippine 
Army, headed by Lt. Col. Juvenal Mark T. 
Tayamen.

The mushroom spawns, which were 
provided by the 3rd Infantry Battalion (3IB), 
were immediately grown in the group’s 
200-square meter communal farm.

With the concerted efforts of the DA-SAAD 
and 3IB, the former insurgents now have 
solid knowledge on mushroom’s properties 
and benefits, farm management, cultivation, 
processing, and marketing. ### (Ruth 
Esther Bermundo and Jennifer Valcobero)

180 Masbate farmers trained 
on organic agriculture

December 20, 2021

MASBATE, December 17, 2021 – A total of 
180 Masbate farmers were capacitated in 
producing organic vegetable products 
through the Department of Agriculture – 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program. The training aims to 
introduce to farmers the concepts of 
organic agriculture and practical techniques 
on organic farming and provide guidelines 
on implementing organic agriculture 
production projects.

The initiative is part of the Php 1.5 million 
training components of the DA-SAAD 
Organic Agriculture Production Project for 
this year to cover 120 hectares in Masbate.

Prior to the training activities, farmers 
already received various interventions such 
as garden tools, vegetable seeds, weighing 
scale, African nightcrawler, plastic drums, 
empty sacks, and vermi tea brewer from 
June to December 2021 under the Organic 
Agriculture Production Project. The 
associations cultivate vegetable crops such 
as eggplant, tomato, okra, basil, sitao, 
squash, ampalaya, and pechay.

Thirty (30) members from each of the six 
farmers’ associations (FA) namely: 

Magsaysay Farmers’ Association in 
Esperanza, Sunrise Farmers’ Organization 
in Pio V. Corpus, Jintotolo Island Farmers’ 
Association in Balud, Samahan ng 
Magsasakang Buhay Organiko of San 
Pascual, Burabod Farmers’ Association of 
Mandaon, and Real Farmers’ Association of 
Monreal received the training conducted in 
the last quarter of 2021.

The participants were introduced to organic 
agriculture and management disciplines 
such as organic vegetable production and 
vermicomposting.

Nocel Custodio from LGU Balud, Rita 
Gallego from the Office of the Provincial 
Agriculturist, and Niel Anthony Aban and 
Argio Palanas from the Technical Education 
and Skills Development Authority (TESDA) 
discussed organic vegetable production 
and organic production of vermi worms and 
vermicast fertilizers.

Further, participants actively engaged in 
demonstration and hands-on activity based 
on the topics presented by the resource 
speakers.

The SAAD farmers are encouraged to 
practice organic farming to enhance the 
fertility of the soil, improve farm 

biodiversity, and this can also help in 
preventing further depletion of natural 
resources.

Hence, farmer’s health will be protected as 
well as the consumers, and the public in 
general. This is also another way of 
reducing their expenses on farm inputs 
since the materials used in making organic 
fertilizers came from biodegradable 

materials.

Training, seminars, and workshops are part 
of the social preparation component of the 
SAAD Program which aims to capacitate 
farmers in managing the SAAD livelihood 
projects, transforming farming practices 
towards developing sustainable community 
enterprises. ### (Jay Ogaya)

December 16, 2021

DAVAO DE ORO, December 15, 2021 – 
Sixty-one (61) Dabawenyo farmers’ 
associations (FA) received capacity 
enhancement and entrepreneurial 
development training from the Department 
of Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program to 
bolster their upcoming business endeavors.

“Kani siya, mao ni ang way para dili mo 
magpabilin na ginagmay, para ni siya kamo 
mahimong business enterprise na,” DA 
Region 11 Field Operations Division chief 
Marie Ann Constantino said.

(This is the way for you not to stay where 
you are right now, this is for you to become 
a business enterprise.)

SAAD Region 11 invited 253 key officials to 
attend the training, including but not limited 
to the chairperson, secretary, and treasurer. 
Representatives from all 11 Municipal 
Agriculturist’s Office were also present.

With more than Php 43 million in 
intervention allocation this year, SAAD 
Region 11 designed several of its 
production projects as platforms for FAs’ 
enterprise building efforts. Upgraded 

chicken and goat production projects, for 
example, were directed for beneficiaries to 
go into egg and meat production.

Speaking to the third batch of trainees, 
Constantino added, “Unta daghan mo ug 
natun-an, ampingan ninyo, ug i-share pud 
ninyo sa inyohang mga kaubanan kay para 
dili lang kamo ang makabenipisyo ana. Pati 
kami, makabenipisyo kay kung unsa 
inyohang produkto mugawas ana, amo ng 
garbo.”

(I hope that you learned a lot, you take care 
of what you learned and share it with your 
peers so that everyone benefits. Even us, 
we’ll benefit because whatever product that 
comes out of this training, it’ll be our pride.)

Divided in three batches, the training 
focused on leadership development, basic 
bookkeeping and accounting, and the 
fundamentals of organization. Aside from 
enterprise management, the training was 
designed for the FAs’ main officers to learn 
proper organizational management 
techniques and skills.

“Mapasalamaton kita nga naapil ta ani nga 
panagtigom, kay kani dakong tabang sa 
atoang mag-uuma nga mulambo. Ang 
atoang nakat-onan, dili lang jud ni diri 
kutob, kundili atoang i-apply pagabot sa 
atoa,” Eugene Cabalida, Sangab Integrated 
Farmers Association chairperson, 
enthused.

(We are thankful that we were included in 
this assembly because this is great training 
for us farmers for development. What we’ve 
learned won’t stop at us, but we’ll apply in 
our communities.)

“Gitudluan jud ta unsaon pagbarog, unsaon 
mahimong epektibo nga mga pangulo,” he 
added.

(We were taught how to become 
independent (as organizations), how to 
become effective leaders.)

In his visit in August, SAAD Director Myer 
Mula highlighted the importance of building 
enterprises out of existing FAs. ### (James 
Brian Flaga)
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December 20, 2021

MASBATE, December 17, 2021 – A total of 
180 Masbate farmers were capacitated in 
producing organic vegetable products 
through the Department of Agriculture – 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program. The training aims to 
introduce to farmers the concepts of 
organic agriculture and practical techniques 
on organic farming and provide guidelines 
on implementing organic agriculture 
production projects.

The initiative is part of the Php 1.5 million 
training components of the DA-SAAD 
Organic Agriculture Production Project for 
this year to cover 120 hectares in Masbate.

Prior to the training activities, farmers 
already received various interventions such 
as garden tools, vegetable seeds, weighing 
scale, African nightcrawler, plastic drums, 
empty sacks, and vermi tea brewer from 
June to December 2021 under the Organic 
Agriculture Production Project. The 
associations cultivate vegetable crops such 
as eggplant, tomato, okra, basil, sitao, 
squash, ampalaya, and pechay.

Thirty (30) members from each of the six 
farmers’ associations (FA) namely: 

Magsaysay Farmers’ Association in 
Esperanza, Sunrise Farmers’ Organization 
in Pio V. Corpus, Jintotolo Island Farmers’ 
Association in Balud, Samahan ng 
Magsasakang Buhay Organiko of San 
Pascual, Burabod Farmers’ Association of 
Mandaon, and Real Farmers’ Association of 
Monreal received the training conducted in 
the last quarter of 2021.

The participants were introduced to organic 
agriculture and management disciplines 
such as organic vegetable production and 
vermicomposting.

Nocel Custodio from LGU Balud, Rita 
Gallego from the Office of the Provincial 
Agriculturist, and Niel Anthony Aban and 
Argio Palanas from the Technical Education 
and Skills Development Authority (TESDA) 
discussed organic vegetable production 
and organic production of vermi worms and 
vermicast fertilizers.

Further, participants actively engaged in 
demonstration and hands-on activity based 
on the topics presented by the resource 
speakers.

The SAAD farmers are encouraged to 
practice organic farming to enhance the 
fertility of the soil, improve farm 

biodiversity, and this can also help in 
preventing further depletion of natural 
resources.

Hence, farmer’s health will be protected as 
well as the consumers, and the public in 
general. This is also another way of 
reducing their expenses on farm inputs 
since the materials used in making organic 
fertilizers came from biodegradable 

materials.

Training, seminars, and workshops are part 
of the social preparation component of the 
SAAD Program which aims to capacitate 
farmers in managing the SAAD livelihood 
projects, transforming farming practices 
towards developing sustainable community 
enterprises. ### (Jay Ogaya)

SAAD capacitates 61 Dabawenyo 
FAs for enterprise dev’t

December 16, 2021

DAVAO DE ORO, December 15, 2021 – 
Sixty-one (61) Dabawenyo farmers’ 
associations (FA) received capacity 
enhancement and entrepreneurial 
development training from the Department 
of Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program to 
bolster their upcoming business endeavors.

“Kani siya, mao ni ang way para dili mo 
magpabilin na ginagmay, para ni siya kamo 
mahimong business enterprise na,” DA 
Region 11 Field Operations Division chief 
Marie Ann Constantino said.

(This is the way for you not to stay where 
you are right now, this is for you to become 
a business enterprise.)

SAAD Region 11 invited 253 key officials to 
attend the training, including but not limited 
to the chairperson, secretary, and treasurer. 
Representatives from all 11 Municipal 
Agriculturist’s Office were also present.

With more than Php 43 million in 
intervention allocation this year, SAAD 
Region 11 designed several of its 
production projects as platforms for FAs’ 
enterprise building efforts. Upgraded 

chicken and goat production projects, for 
example, were directed for beneficiaries to 
go into egg and meat production.

Speaking to the third batch of trainees, 
Constantino added, “Unta daghan mo ug 
natun-an, ampingan ninyo, ug i-share pud 
ninyo sa inyohang mga kaubanan kay para 
dili lang kamo ang makabenipisyo ana. Pati 
kami, makabenipisyo kay kung unsa 
inyohang produkto mugawas ana, amo ng 
garbo.”

(I hope that you learned a lot, you take care 
of what you learned and share it with your 
peers so that everyone benefits. Even us, 
we’ll benefit because whatever product that 
comes out of this training, it’ll be our pride.)

Divided in three batches, the training 
focused on leadership development, basic 
bookkeeping and accounting, and the 
fundamentals of organization. Aside from 
enterprise management, the training was 
designed for the FAs’ main officers to learn 
proper organizational management 
techniques and skills.

continue to next page

“Mapasalamaton kita nga naapil ta ani nga 
panagtigom, kay kani dakong tabang sa 
atoang mag-uuma nga mulambo. Ang 
atoang nakat-onan, dili lang jud ni diri 
kutob, kundili atoang i-apply pagabot sa 
atoa,” Eugene Cabalida, Sangab Integrated 
Farmers Association chairperson, 
enthused.

(We are thankful that we were included in 
this assembly because this is great training 
for us farmers for development. What we’ve 
learned won’t stop at us, but we’ll apply in 
our communities.)

“Gitudluan jud ta unsaon pagbarog, unsaon 
mahimong epektibo nga mga pangulo,” he 
added.

(We were taught how to become 
independent (as organizations), how to 
become effective leaders.)

In his visit in August, SAAD Director Myer 
Mula highlighted the importance of building 
enterprises out of existing FAs. ### (James 
Brian Flaga)



175

OccMin service provider associations receive 
training on machinery operations

Nagkakaisang Samahan ng Laste Farmers 
Association (NSL FA) and Calawag Service 
Provider Association (CSPA) were taught 
on principles and systems of land 
preparation, basic operation, and
 maintenance of hand tractor and 
four-wheel tractor.

“Biktima kayo ng farm mechanization. 
Noong wala pang rice transplanter [at ibang 
mga makinaryang pansaka], kayo na ang 
service provider sa pamamagitan ng 
manu-manong paraan. Noong pumasok 
ang mga makinarya, nawalan kayo ng 
trabaho [You (farmers) are victims of farm 
mechanization. Back when there was no 
rice transplanter (and other farm machines), 
you provided service through manual labor. 
When machines became available, you lost 
your jobs],” Engr. Asejo said.

He added that farmworkers who were 
displaced because of farm mechanization 
are prioritized to receive machinery inputs 
to continue their service using machines 
and equipment through different projects 
such as the DA-SAAD.

The associations received five hand 
tractors in FY 2019 under the Provision of 
Machinery to Service Provider Project and 
an additional unit was given to each group 
in FY 2020.

Engr. Asejo emphasized that high-quality 
farm service contributes to good plant 
growth and effective application of farm 
inputs leads to higher yield.

If the associations are equipped in 
rendering high-quality service, it will secure 
higher profit for the group. SAAD plans to 
make this happen by developing the proper 
skills of farmers in operating farm 
machinery.

December 16, 2021

DAVAO DE ORO, December 15, 2021 – 
Sixty-one (61) Dabawenyo farmers’ 
associations (FA) received capacity 
enhancement and entrepreneurial 
development training from the Department 
of Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program to 
bolster their upcoming business endeavors.

“Kani siya, mao ni ang way para dili mo 
magpabilin na ginagmay, para ni siya kamo 
mahimong business enterprise na,” DA 
Region 11 Field Operations Division chief 
Marie Ann Constantino said.

(This is the way for you not to stay where 
you are right now, this is for you to become 
a business enterprise.)

SAAD Region 11 invited 253 key officials to 
attend the training, including but not limited 
to the chairperson, secretary, and treasurer. 
Representatives from all 11 Municipal 
Agriculturist’s Office were also present.

With more than Php 43 million in 
intervention allocation this year, SAAD 
Region 11 designed several of its 
production projects as platforms for FAs’ 
enterprise building efforts. Upgraded 

chicken and goat production projects, for 
example, were directed for beneficiaries to 
go into egg and meat production.

Speaking to the third batch of trainees, 
Constantino added, “Unta daghan mo ug 
natun-an, ampingan ninyo, ug i-share pud 
ninyo sa inyohang mga kaubanan kay para 
dili lang kamo ang makabenipisyo ana. Pati 
kami, makabenipisyo kay kung unsa 
inyohang produkto mugawas ana, amo ng 
garbo.”

(I hope that you learned a lot, you take care 
of what you learned and share it with your 
peers so that everyone benefits. Even us, 
we’ll benefit because whatever product that 
comes out of this training, it’ll be our pride.)

Divided in three batches, the training 
focused on leadership development, basic 
bookkeeping and accounting, and the 
fundamentals of organization. Aside from 
enterprise management, the training was 
designed for the FAs’ main officers to learn 
proper organizational management 
techniques and skills.

“Mapasalamaton kita nga naapil ta ani nga 
panagtigom, kay kani dakong tabang sa 
atoang mag-uuma nga mulambo. Ang 
atoang nakat-onan, dili lang jud ni diri 
kutob, kundili atoang i-apply pagabot sa 
atoa,” Eugene Cabalida, Sangab Integrated 
Farmers Association chairperson, 
enthused.

(We are thankful that we were included in 
this assembly because this is great training 
for us farmers for development. What we’ve 
learned won’t stop at us, but we’ll apply in 
our communities.)

“Gitudluan jud ta unsaon pagbarog, unsaon 
mahimong epektibo nga mga pangulo,” he 
added.

(We were taught how to become 
independent (as organizations), how to 
become effective leaders.)

In his visit in August, SAAD Director Myer 
Mula highlighted the importance of building 
enterprises out of existing FAs. ### (James 
Brian Flaga)

“Kapag ma�nda ang serb�yo 
ninyo at tuma	 ang inani at 
k�a ng si�rb�yohan ninyo, 
�empre kayo na la� ang 
kukuhanin n�ang ser�� 
pr ider. M	�igurado ang 
inyong k�a at darating ang 
araw na lahat ng farm ser�� 
– mula sa land preparation 
han�ang po�harve� – kayo 
na ang magbibi�y (If your services 
are good and the harvest and income of 
your client increased, it will guarantee you 
your clients. Your income will be secured 
and, in the future, you might be able to 
provide all farm services from land 
preparation to postharvest),” Engr. Asejo 
said.

At the end of the training, 50 liters of diesel 
and two (2) liters of lubricant were awarded 
to each association as assistance.

The MAO plans to maintain links of 
associations with the Philippine Center for 
Postharvest Development and 
Mechanization (PhilMech) to provide 
additional farm machines such as 
combined harvester and mechanical dryer 
to the beneficiaries to expand their 
services.

By next year, the office is also eyeing to tap 
the TESDA to provide Rice Machinery NCII 
course for the beneficiaries.

The conduct of specialized training is part 
of the social preparation component of the 
program to ensure readiness and 
empowerment of SAAD beneficiaries in 
managing the project. ### (Dianne Francis 
Sy)

December 3, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, December 3, 
2021 – Forty (40) farm service providers 
joined the training on machinery operation 
and management conducted by the 
Municipal Agriculture Office (MAO) of 
Magsaysay with the Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program to 
upgrade beneficiaries’ service offerings 
using farm machinery and equipment.

In his opening remarks, Municipal 
Agriculturist Richard Ochavez said that the 
training will benefit the association as a 
whole and each individual. The skills that 
the attendees will gain from the activity can 
be advantageous for those who aspire to 
work overseas.

Spearheaded by Engr. Rodolf Asejo, 
Technical Education and Skills 
Development Authority (TESDA)-assessor 
and Provincial Farm Mechanization 
(Farm-Mech) Focal Person, the two 
participating associations namely 
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December 16, 2021

DAVAO DE ORO, December 15, 2021 – 
Sixty-one (61) Dabawenyo farmers’ 
associations (FA) received capacity 
enhancement and entrepreneurial 
development training from the Department 
of Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program to 
bolster their upcoming business endeavors.

“Kani siya, mao ni ang way para dili mo 
magpabilin na ginagmay, para ni siya kamo 
mahimong business enterprise na,” DA 
Region 11 Field Operations Division chief 
Marie Ann Constantino said.

(This is the way for you not to stay where 
you are right now, this is for you to become 
a business enterprise.)

SAAD Region 11 invited 253 key officials to 
attend the training, including but not limited 
to the chairperson, secretary, and treasurer. 
Representatives from all 11 Municipal 
Agriculturist’s Office were also present.

With more than Php 43 million in 
intervention allocation this year, SAAD 
Region 11 designed several of its 
production projects as platforms for FAs’ 
enterprise building efforts. Upgraded 

chicken and goat production projects, for 
example, were directed for beneficiaries to 
go into egg and meat production.

Speaking to the third batch of trainees, 
Constantino added, “Unta daghan mo ug 
natun-an, ampingan ninyo, ug i-share pud 
ninyo sa inyohang mga kaubanan kay para 
dili lang kamo ang makabenipisyo ana. Pati 
kami, makabenipisyo kay kung unsa 
inyohang produkto mugawas ana, amo ng 
garbo.”

(I hope that you learned a lot, you take care 
of what you learned and share it with your 
peers so that everyone benefits. Even us, 
we’ll benefit because whatever product that 
comes out of this training, it’ll be our pride.)

Divided in three batches, the training 
focused on leadership development, basic 
bookkeeping and accounting, and the 
fundamentals of organization. Aside from 
enterprise management, the training was 
designed for the FAs’ main officers to learn 
proper organizational management 
techniques and skills.

“Mapasalamaton kita nga naapil ta ani nga 
panagtigom, kay kani dakong tabang sa 
atoang mag-uuma nga mulambo. Ang 
atoang nakat-onan, dili lang jud ni diri 
kutob, kundili atoang i-apply pagabot sa 
atoa,” Eugene Cabalida, Sangab Integrated 
Farmers Association chairperson, 
enthused.

(We are thankful that we were included in 
this assembly because this is great training 
for us farmers for development. What we’ve 
learned won’t stop at us, but we’ll apply in 
our communities.)

“Gitudluan jud ta unsaon pagbarog, unsaon 
mahimong epektibo nga mga pangulo,” he 
added.

(We were taught how to become 
independent (as organizations), how to 
become effective leaders.)

In his visit in August, SAAD Director Myer 
Mula highlighted the importance of building 
enterprises out of existing FAs. ### (James 
Brian Flaga)

151 Sorsogon rice farmers receive rice 
production enhancement, value-adding training

December 3, 2021

SORSOGON, December 1, 2021 – A total 
of 151 Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program beneficiaries from 
Sorsogon were trained under the Rice 
Production and Enterprise Development to 
increase productivity and open up 
enterprise opportunities.

Eleven (11) farmers’ associations (FAs) 
namely: San Rafael-San Roque Farmers’ 
Association (15 members), Talaongan-
Aligigan Farmers’ Association (15 
members), Tinanogan IP Farmers’ 
Association (6 members), Vinisitahan IP 
Farmers’ Association (8 members), Dapdap 
Farmers’ Association (10 members), 
Bantayan Farmers’ Association (7 
members), EMTUCABI (Embarcadero, 
Tughan, Catanagan, Binanuahan) Farmers’ 
Association (30 members), Siuton Farmers’ 
Association (10 members), Incarizan 
Farmers’ Association (5 members), Pili 
Farmers’ Association (5 members), and 
Caditaan Farmers’ Association (10 
members) coming from the municipalities 
of Sta. Magdalena, Donsol, Pilar, Juban, 
and Magallanes participated, as well as 30 
individual beneficiaries from Matnog 
(Barangays Manjumlad, Lajong, Sineberan, 
and Culasi) received the training conducted 
from October to November 2021.

Participants were introduced to different 
farming concepts and rice production and 
cultural management taught by Senior 
Science Research Specialist Anacleto 
Esplana of DA-Bicol.

Also, Regional Technical Staff Khalem 
Joshua Fortuna introduced integrated pest 
management for rice in Sta Magdalena, 
Matnog, and Magallanes while SAAD 
Technical Staff Sherwin Dotillos and 
Agriculturist II Norman Concepcion of DA 
Region 5 discussed rice pests and disease 

management in Pilar and Donsol.

Researcher Honey Leah Cantoria and 
Research Assistant Jenny Delmiguez 
provided knowledge on basic food hygiene 
and food processing while Rice Program 
Technical Staff Kim Jonah Bolivar led the 
presentation on enterprise development 
and product demonstration.

The product output of the participants 
includes puto pao, rice kropek, rice 
macaroons, sabalanko, rice polvoron, and 
rice yema.

During the activity in Sta. Magdalena, San 
Eugenio Farmers’ Association member 
Joseph Frades shared his gratitude to the 
SAAD Program.

“Bilang nag-iisang lalaki na nag attend sa 
training, ako po ay  nagagalak sapagkat 
tinanggap nila ako na lumahok kahit lahat 
ay kababaihan ang nasa training. Madami 
akong natutunan sa pagluto ng mga 
kakanin. Maraming salamat talaga sa 
SAAD. Masaya sa kalooban dahil 
nagkaroon kami ng bagong kaalaman para 
makapag simula ng aming negosyo para sa 
ikauunlad ng aming asosasyon,” he said.

(Being the only man who attended the 

training, I am glad because they accepted 
me to join even when the activity was 
participated in by women. I learned a lot 
about making rice products. Thank you very 
much, SAAD. It is very heartfelt to acquire 
new knowledge to start our enterprise for 
the association’s growth.)

The processed rice products will be the 
offering of their soon-to-be established 
community enterprise to support the 
associations and their members’ growth 
and sustainability.

The training also aimed to strengthen the 
farmers’ knowledge in rice farming to 
increase productivity.

The participants also received a package of 
training kits, boots, buri hat, apron, and 
hairnet to complete the training.

The Rice Production and Enterprise 
Development Training amounting to 
Php 811,909 is one of the SAAD projects in 
Sorsogon for FY 2021.

Municipal Mayor Carolyn Sy-Reyes of the 
local government unit (LGU) Pilar showed 
full support by attending the training 
activity. ### (Pauline Trixia Borja)
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Management training for 19 Agusan del Sur 
tilapia hatchery operators conducted

December 2, 2021

AGUSAN DEL SUR, December 2, 2021 – 
Nineteen (19) individual tilapia hatchery 
operators along with ten (10) fisheries 
coordinators from Agusan del Sur were 
granted access to Bureau of Fisheries and 
Aquatic Resources’ (BFAR) fish hatchery 
facilities to learn management and 
operations.

The participants are beneficiaries of the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program’s FY 2021 Tilapia Backyard 
Hatchery project worth Php 469,955.20. 
The project includes provision of inputs 
such as tilapia fry, feeds, B-net, fine mesh 
net, and medical oxygen.

Held in two batches, operators from 
Bayugan, Esperanza, Talacogon, Sibagat, 
and San Luis were trained at Kitcharao 

Technology Outreach Station (KTOS) in 
Agusan del Norte on November 12 while 
operators from Rosario, Bunawan, Trento, 
Santa Josefa, Veruela, and Loreto visited 
Nabunturan Technology Outreach Station 
(NTOS) in Davao de Oro on November 19. 
Both facilities operate a freshwater 
hatchery system.

The activity aims to assist the beneficiaries 
for a successful implementation of the 
project. Operators were taught proper 
management of the hatchery and various 
techniques such as breeding, sexing, 
sorting, and packing of fry and fingerlings.

The Provincial Fisheries Office of Agusan 
del Sur in coordination with Chief of KTOS 
Laila Holoyohoy and Chief of NTOS Maricel 
Antiga spearheaded the activity as part of 
its SAAD Capacity Development 
intervention. ### (Bimbo Lagare)

OccMin farmers to pursue Organic 
Foliar Fertilizer Production

November 29, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, November 28, 
2021 – The Department of Agriculture – 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program in partnership with the 
Municipal Agriculture Office (MAO) of 
Magsaysay conducted follow-up training on 
Organic Foliar Fertilizer (OFF) Production 
in Brgy. Poblacion, Magsaysay to 
encourage its production in the area.

Using foliar fertilization helps for quick 
absorption of nutrients addressing nutrient 
deficiencies, reduction in the amount of 
fertilizer needed as compared to soil 
application and in the amount of fertilizer 
wasted, efficient uptake of water, and 
stimulation of nutrients in the soil.

OFF is a type of nutrient fertilizer sprayed 
directly to the plant leaves working their 
way down the roots which stimulate root 
development. It can also increase uptake of 
nutrients from the soil by encouraging 
plants to take up more water, in addition to 
providing immediate benefits for a plant 
that may be suffering from a deficiency.

The Organic Foliar Fertilizer Production 
Project is funded by DA-SAAD Program 
with Php 499,550 allocated budget in 

FY 2019.

Twelve (12) members from Calawag Foliar 
Fertilizer Farmers Association (CFFFA) 
participated in the training. The association 
aims to mass-produce OFF as an 
enterprise.

Bryan V. Rosete, Agricultural Technologist 
from the Municipal Agricultural Office, led 
the discussion on the benefits, materials, 
preparation, and steps on making compost 
tea, fermented plant juice, fermented fruit 
juice, fish amino acid (FAA), and other 
organic foliar fertilizers.

The beneficiaries previously attended 
training on organic foliar fertilizer 
production initiated by MAO and the 
program on September 17, 2020, in Brgy. 
Calawag where an actual demonstration on 
OFF production was made.

The members of the group reported a 
positive effect of OFF usage on their crops 
which increased their interest in its 
production.

“Simula noong unang pagsasanay namin 
sa paggawa ng organic fertilizer, nagsimula 
na akong gumamit ng organikong pataba 
para sa mga tanim kong talong, sitaw, at 

okra. Naikumpara ko ang aking tanim na 
ginamitan ng OFF sa wala. Dinadapuan ng 
peste ang mga tanim kong hindi ginamitan 
ng organikong pataba,” shared Jaime delos 
Santos, chairperson of the CFF FA.

(Since our last training on organic fertilizer 
production, I started using organic fertilizer 
for my eggplant, string beans, and okra. I 
compared the results with my crops with 
OFF to my crops without. Our crops without 
OFF were pestered with insects and pests.)

“Gumamit ako ng organikong pataba na 
nagawa namin noong nakaraang 
pagsasanay sa aking sibuyas at mas 
mapula at mas maganda ang kalidad ng 
sibuyas na aming naani (I used the organic 
fertilizer that we made last training for my 
onions and the color became richer and the 
quality of our harvest improved),” added 
Today Masangkay, CFF FA member.

Gillermo Grondiano, member of CFF FA 
noticed that the quality of their land gets 
affected by continuous use of chemical 
fertilizer.

“Nakakasira ng lupa ang paggamit ng 
kemikal na pataba. Napapansin namin ‘yan 
sa aming lupa. Bumababa ang ani namin 
kapag hindi kami nagdadagdag ng kemikal 
na pataba kada taon kaya mas mainam ang 
organikong pataba para mabawasan ang 
pagkasira ng lupa namin (We noticed that 
using chemical fertilizers damages our 
land. Our yield decreases if we do not 

increase our chemical fertilizer inputs every 
year, that is why we prefer using organic 
fertilizers to avoid further damage to our 
lands).”

As part of the Organic Foliar Fertilizer 
Production project, Php 100,000 was 
transferred to the LGU for the provision of 
materials. A total of 600 kilograms of 
molasses, five weighing scales, 10 bolos, 
10 chopping boards, 100 plastic bottles, 13 
plastic drums, 15 plastic pails, and 10 
meters (m) of hose were awarded to the 
beneficiaries at the conclusion of the 
training.

A 9x6m facility in Brgy. Calawag was also 
built for the association in 2020 for the 
production and storage of OFF. The 
construction was originally scheduled 
earlier, but strict health protocols delayed 
its completion to a later date.

The MAO assured the beneficiaries that 
they will receive support for establishing 
market connections once the group is able 
to achieve a steady production of OFF. The 
association is expected to start its 
production on October 11.

Magsaysay’s demo farm utilizes 0.7 
hectares of land using organic inputs such 
as OFF. The demo farm was able to 
produce 50 sacks of rice with lower 
expenses compared to using chemical 
fertilizers. ### (Dianne Francis Sy)

November 28, 2021

KALINGA, November 28, 2021 – The 
YMabaca Farmers Association (YMFA) 
from Balbalan, Kalinga aims to process 
sugarcane to basi and muscovado sugar 
after attending the Department of 
Agriculture Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program’s 
production and processing training.

A total of 132 members of the group saw 
the potential of producing basi, a wine 
made with pressed sugarcane juice, and 
sugar as a community-based enterprise. 
Also, community elders in Balbalan are 
known to be the best sugarcane 
winemakers.

The people of Barangay Mabaca had long 
been cultivating sugarcane in about 
1.5-hectare (ha) land but through time, 
fewer farmers were getting involved with its 
production and processing.

It was in October 2021 when the YMFA 
received the sugarcane cutting intervention 
worth Php 400,000 under the FY 2021 
Sugarcane Production Project to an 
estimated 2ha land.

The farmers planted the cuttings 

instantaneously. They expect to harvest 
from May to November 2022 from their 
accumulated backyard production area of 
two hectares.

For the training, existing sugarcane plants 
in Mabaca were harvested to be processed 
for demonstration. Eduardo Tongdo and 
Fidel Apaling from the local barangay unit 
were the resource speakers for basi- and 
muscovado-making.

Appalling said, “Dayta panagmula ti unas ti 
tunggal maysa nga beneficiary ket dakkel 
nga accomplishment, gumaget dagiti 
farmers. Ken mayat ta at least matulungan 
dagiti farmers nga mangimarket iti basi da 
ta they are one of the best basi makers in 
Balbalan (That sugarcane planting of every 
beneficiary is a big accomplishment, the 
farmers will become hardworking. Also, it is 
good that the farmers will have a hand in 
marketing the basi as they are among the 
best basi makers in Balbalan.”

The beneficiaries were thankful for the 
project as it is the first time that sugarcane 
processing training had been conducted in 
the barangay.

Farmers realized the importance of local 
sugarcane products (e.g. basi) over the 
costly commercial ones. They also saw the 
benefit of reviving the products and 
preserving their culture and tradition to 
benefit not just the organization but also the 
whole community.

About the organization

The YMFA is composed of 132 households 
from Barangay Mabaca in Balbalan earning 
below the poverty threshold who are 

involved and are interested in farming.
Barangay Mabaca is a far-flung and 
mountainous area blessed with large 
agricultural land of about 2,453 hectares, 
the largest land among the other barangays 
of the municipality. Being the remotest and 
mountainous barangay, it can be reached 
by foot through a 3-4 hours hike from the 
last accessible road by vehicles.

Aside from the sugarcane production, 
free-range chicken, vegetable, and swine 
inputs were also provided to the group for 
other potential ventures. ### (Sheena 
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November 29, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, November 28, 
2021 – The Department of Agriculture – 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program in partnership with the 
Municipal Agriculture Office (MAO) of 
Magsaysay conducted follow-up training on 
Organic Foliar Fertilizer (OFF) Production 
in Brgy. Poblacion, Magsaysay to 
encourage its production in the area.

Using foliar fertilization helps for quick 
absorption of nutrients addressing nutrient 
deficiencies, reduction in the amount of 
fertilizer needed as compared to soil 
application and in the amount of fertilizer 
wasted, efficient uptake of water, and 
stimulation of nutrients in the soil.

OFF is a type of nutrient fertilizer sprayed 
directly to the plant leaves working their 
way down the roots which stimulate root 
development. It can also increase uptake of 
nutrients from the soil by encouraging 
plants to take up more water, in addition to 
providing immediate benefits for a plant 
that may be suffering from a deficiency.

The Organic Foliar Fertilizer Production 
Project is funded by DA-SAAD Program 
with Php 499,550 allocated budget in 

FY 2019.

Twelve (12) members from Calawag Foliar 
Fertilizer Farmers Association (CFFFA) 
participated in the training. The association 
aims to mass-produce OFF as an 
enterprise.

Bryan V. Rosete, Agricultural Technologist 
from the Municipal Agricultural Office, led 
the discussion on the benefits, materials, 
preparation, and steps on making compost 
tea, fermented plant juice, fermented fruit 
juice, fish amino acid (FAA), and other 
organic foliar fertilizers.

The beneficiaries previously attended 
training on organic foliar fertilizer 
production initiated by MAO and the 
program on September 17, 2020, in Brgy. 
Calawag where an actual demonstration on 
OFF production was made.

The members of the group reported a 
positive effect of OFF usage on their crops 
which increased their interest in its 
production.

“Simula noong unang pagsasanay namin 
sa paggawa ng organic fertilizer, nagsimula 
na akong gumamit ng organikong pataba 
para sa mga tanim kong talong, sitaw, at 

okra. Naikumpara ko ang aking tanim na 
ginamitan ng OFF sa wala. Dinadapuan ng 
peste ang mga tanim kong hindi ginamitan 
ng organikong pataba,” shared Jaime delos 
Santos, chairperson of the CFF FA.

(Since our last training on organic fertilizer 
production, I started using organic fertilizer 
for my eggplant, string beans, and okra. I 
compared the results with my crops with 
OFF to my crops without. Our crops without 
OFF were pestered with insects and pests.)

“Gumamit ako ng organikong pataba na 
nagawa namin noong nakaraang 
pagsasanay sa aking sibuyas at mas 
mapula at mas maganda ang kalidad ng 
sibuyas na aming naani (I used the organic 
fertilizer that we made last training for my 
onions and the color became richer and the 
quality of our harvest improved),” added 
Today Masangkay, CFF FA member.

Gillermo Grondiano, member of CFF FA 
noticed that the quality of their land gets 
affected by continuous use of chemical 
fertilizer.

“Nakakasira ng lupa ang paggamit ng 
kemikal na pataba. Napapansin namin ‘yan 
sa aming lupa. Bumababa ang ani namin 
kapag hindi kami nagdadagdag ng kemikal 
na pataba kada taon kaya mas mainam ang 
organikong pataba para mabawasan ang 
pagkasira ng lupa namin (We noticed that 
using chemical fertilizers damages our 
land. Our yield decreases if we do not 

increase our chemical fertilizer inputs every 
year, that is why we prefer using organic 
fertilizers to avoid further damage to our 
lands).”

As part of the Organic Foliar Fertilizer 
Production project, Php 100,000 was 
transferred to the LGU for the provision of 
materials. A total of 600 kilograms of 
molasses, five weighing scales, 10 bolos, 
10 chopping boards, 100 plastic bottles, 13 
plastic drums, 15 plastic pails, and 10 
meters (m) of hose were awarded to the 
beneficiaries at the conclusion of the 
training.

A 9x6m facility in Brgy. Calawag was also 
built for the association in 2020 for the 
production and storage of OFF. The 
construction was originally scheduled 
earlier, but strict health protocols delayed 
its completion to a later date.

The MAO assured the beneficiaries that 
they will receive support for establishing 
market connections once the group is able 
to achieve a steady production of OFF. The 
association is expected to start its 
production on October 11.

Magsaysay’s demo farm utilizes 0.7 
hectares of land using organic inputs such 
as OFF. The demo farm was able to 
produce 50 sacks of rice with lower 
expenses compared to using chemical 
fertilizers. ### (Dianne Francis Sy)

Kalinga farmers to process 
sugarcane to basi, muscovado sugar

November 28, 2021

KALINGA, November 28, 2021 – The 
YMabaca Farmers Association (YMFA) 
from Balbalan, Kalinga aims to process 
sugarcane to basi and muscovado sugar 
after attending the Department of 
Agriculture Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program’s 
production and processing training.

A total of 132 members of the group saw 
the potential of producing basi, a wine 
made with pressed sugarcane juice, and 
sugar as a community-based enterprise. 
Also, community elders in Balbalan are 
known to be the best sugarcane 
winemakers.

The people of Barangay Mabaca had long 
been cultivating sugarcane in about 
1.5-hectare (ha) land but through time, 
fewer farmers were getting involved with its 
production and processing.

It was in October 2021 when the YMFA 
received the sugarcane cutting intervention 
worth Php 400,000 under the FY 2021 
Sugarcane Production Project to an 
estimated 2ha land.

The farmers planted the cuttings 

instantaneously. They expect to harvest 
from May to November 2022 from their 
accumulated backyard production area of 
two hectares.

For the training, existing sugarcane plants 
in Mabaca were harvested to be processed 
for demonstration. Eduardo Tongdo and 
Fidel Apaling from the local barangay unit 
were the resource speakers for basi- and 
muscovado-making.

Appalling said, “Dayta panagmula ti unas ti 
tunggal maysa nga beneficiary ket dakkel 
nga accomplishment, gumaget dagiti 
farmers. Ken mayat ta at least matulungan 
dagiti farmers nga mangimarket iti basi da 
ta they are one of the best basi makers in 
Balbalan (That sugarcane planting of every 
beneficiary is a big accomplishment, the 
farmers will become hardworking. Also, it is 
good that the farmers will have a hand in 
marketing the basi as they are among the 
best basi makers in Balbalan.”

The beneficiaries were thankful for the 
project as it is the first time that sugarcane 
processing training had been conducted in 
the barangay.

continue to next page

Farmers realized the importance of local 
sugarcane products (e.g. basi) over the 
costly commercial ones. They also saw the 
benefit of reviving the products and 
preserving their culture and tradition to 
benefit not just the organization but also the 
whole community.

About the organization

The YMFA is composed of 132 households 
from Barangay Mabaca in Balbalan earning 
below the poverty threshold who are 

involved and are interested in farming.
Barangay Mabaca is a far-flung and 
mountainous area blessed with large 
agricultural land of about 2,453 hectares, 
the largest land among the other barangays 
of the municipality. Being the remotest and 
mountainous barangay, it can be reached 
by foot through a 3-4 hours hike from the 
last accessible road by vehicles.

Aside from the sugarcane production, 
free-range chicken, vegetable, and swine 
inputs were also provided to the group for 
other potential ventures. ### (Sheena 
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November 28, 2021

KALINGA, November 28, 2021 – The 
YMabaca Farmers Association (YMFA) 
from Balbalan, Kalinga aims to process 
sugarcane to basi and muscovado sugar 
after attending the Department of 
Agriculture Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program’s 
production and processing training.

A total of 132 members of the group saw 
the potential of producing basi, a wine 
made with pressed sugarcane juice, and 
sugar as a community-based enterprise. 
Also, community elders in Balbalan are 
known to be the best sugarcane 
winemakers.

The people of Barangay Mabaca had long 
been cultivating sugarcane in about 
1.5-hectare (ha) land but through time, 
fewer farmers were getting involved with its 
production and processing.

It was in October 2021 when the YMFA 
received the sugarcane cutting intervention 
worth Php 400,000 under the FY 2021 
Sugarcane Production Project to an 
estimated 2ha land.

The farmers planted the cuttings 

instantaneously. They expect to harvest 
from May to November 2022 from their 
accumulated backyard production area of 
two hectares.

For the training, existing sugarcane plants 
in Mabaca were harvested to be processed 
for demonstration. Eduardo Tongdo and 
Fidel Apaling from the local barangay unit 
were the resource speakers for basi- and 
muscovado-making.

Appalling said, “Dayta panagmula ti unas ti 
tunggal maysa nga beneficiary ket dakkel 
nga accomplishment, gumaget dagiti 
farmers. Ken mayat ta at least matulungan 
dagiti farmers nga mangimarket iti basi da 
ta they are one of the best basi makers in 
Balbalan (That sugarcane planting of every 
beneficiary is a big accomplishment, the 
farmers will become hardworking. Also, it is 
good that the farmers will have a hand in 
marketing the basi as they are among the 
best basi makers in Balbalan.”

The beneficiaries were thankful for the 
project as it is the first time that sugarcane 
processing training had been conducted in 
the barangay.

Farmers realized the importance of local 
sugarcane products (e.g. basi) over the 
costly commercial ones. They also saw the 
benefit of reviving the products and 
preserving their culture and tradition to 
benefit not just the organization but also the 
whole community.

About the organization

The YMFA is composed of 132 households 
from Barangay Mabaca in Balbalan earning 
below the poverty threshold who are 

involved and are interested in farming.
Barangay Mabaca is a far-flung and 
mountainous area blessed with large 
agricultural land of about 2,453 hectares, 
the largest land among the other barangays 
of the municipality. Being the remotest and 
mountainous barangay, it can be reached 
by foot through a 3-4 hours hike from the 
last accessible road by vehicles.

Aside from the sugarcane production, 
free-range chicken, vegetable, and swine 
inputs were also provided to the group for 
other potential ventures. ### (Sheena 

60 Caraga farmers undergo leadership training

November 25, 2021

SURIGAO DEL SUR, November 25, 2021 
Sixty (60) farmer-leaders from 22 assisted 
associations of the Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program in 
Caraga participated in the ‘Interpersonal 
Leadership Skills Training: Mind Setting 
Inside Out’ to improve their management 
skills.

Held in two batches, 23 participants 
attended the training in Agusan del Sur on 
November 18 while 37 participated in 
Surigao del Sur on November 19.

The training instills an inside-out approach 
in organizational leadership by tackling the 
importance of effective interpersonal 
leadership techniques such as mind-setting 
and conditioning.

By mastering their interpersonal skills, they 
can inspire and encourage their members 
to commit to sustaining and maintaining 
their start-up livelihood projects that include 
various crops and livestock production.

Development worker Marisol D. Tuso 
elaborated the pillars that solidify an 
association: strong leadership, committed 
membership, clear-cut policies, and stable 
income.

According to Tuso, the foundation of good 
leadership is effective communication 
which primarily acknowledges the 
importance of listening and feedback.

This year, the SAAD Program in Caraga 
entered its enterprise development phase, 
the final stage of its three-year roadmap.

The said training complements its other 
capability-building activities designed to 
help its farmer-partners become 
established agripreneurs. ### (Mark Angelo 
Pineda)

180 Masbate corn farmers strengthen 
production, enterprise skills

November 19, 2021

MASBATE, November 17, 2021 – A total of 
180 Masbate farmers strengthened their 
corn production and enterprise skills 
through the Department of Agriculture – 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program’s training.

The training aims to introduce farmers to 
adapting good agricultural practices, 
boosting and maximizing their production, 
and opening opportunities for enterprise 
development through value-adding 
activities.

Beneficiaries of corn production belonging 
to 6 farmers’ associations from Esperanza, 
Pio V. Corpus, and Balud received the 
training conducted from August 24 to 
September 24 (Table 77).

Gerard D. Rabosa of the Regional Carabao 
Breeding Center presented the pest and 
disease management on corn and cassava.

Meanwhile, Teodoro O. Oriola and 
Elizabeth D. Cabug from the Provincial 
Agriculture Office, and Arvin A. Nolasco of 
DA RFO 5 discussed corn and cassava 
production.

Jenny B. Delmiguez, SAAD RPMSO 
Research Assistant, and Eden C. Casihan 
also demonstrated the cooking of various 
products with the assistance of Marigold P. 
De Jesus from SAAD Masbate.

The participants prepared corn and 
cassava-based common Filipino snack 
products such as corn-rice chicharron, corn 
yema, cassava espasol, cassava kropek, 
and cassava de leche.

Some groups will venture into 
agripreneurship while other farmers will use 
the techniques and knowledge gained 
during the training in their existing corn 
production area.

Prior to the training, the beneficiaries 
already received corn seeds, fertilizers, and 

cassava stalks.

The most immediate need that the training 
addresses is providing an avenue for 
farmers to earn additional income, improve 
utilization, and sustain production.

In addition, another three groups are set to 

undergo training in the province scheduled 
from November 22 to 26.

The training initiatives amounting to 
Php 841,320 are part of the DA-SAAD Corn 
and Cassava Production Project for FY 
2021 to cover 156.7 hectares in Masbate. 
### (Jay Ogaya and Angelica Blanco
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November 28, 2021

KALINGA, November 28, 2021 – The 
YMabaca Farmers Association (YMFA) 
from Balbalan, Kalinga aims to process 
sugarcane to basi and muscovado sugar 
after attending the Department of 
Agriculture Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program’s 
production and processing training.

A total of 132 members of the group saw 
the potential of producing basi, a wine 
made with pressed sugarcane juice, and 
sugar as a community-based enterprise. 
Also, community elders in Balbalan are 
known to be the best sugarcane 
winemakers.

The people of Barangay Mabaca had long 
been cultivating sugarcane in about 
1.5-hectare (ha) land but through time, 
fewer farmers were getting involved with its 
production and processing.

It was in October 2021 when the YMFA 
received the sugarcane cutting intervention 
worth Php 400,000 under the FY 2021 
Sugarcane Production Project to an 
estimated 2ha land.

The farmers planted the cuttings 

instantaneously. They expect to harvest 
from May to November 2022 from their 
accumulated backyard production area of 
two hectares.

For the training, existing sugarcane plants 
in Mabaca were harvested to be processed 
for demonstration. Eduardo Tongdo and 
Fidel Apaling from the local barangay unit 
were the resource speakers for basi- and 
muscovado-making.

Appalling said, “Dayta panagmula ti unas ti 
tunggal maysa nga beneficiary ket dakkel 
nga accomplishment, gumaget dagiti 
farmers. Ken mayat ta at least matulungan 
dagiti farmers nga mangimarket iti basi da 
ta they are one of the best basi makers in 
Balbalan (That sugarcane planting of every 
beneficiary is a big accomplishment, the 
farmers will become hardworking. Also, it is 
good that the farmers will have a hand in 
marketing the basi as they are among the 
best basi makers in Balbalan.”

The beneficiaries were thankful for the 
project as it is the first time that sugarcane 
processing training had been conducted in 
the barangay.

Farmers realized the importance of local 
sugarcane products (e.g. basi) over the 
costly commercial ones. They also saw the 
benefit of reviving the products and 
preserving their culture and tradition to 
benefit not just the organization but also the 
whole community.

About the organization

The YMFA is composed of 132 households 
from Barangay Mabaca in Balbalan earning 
below the poverty threshold who are 

involved and are interested in farming.
Barangay Mabaca is a far-flung and 
mountainous area blessed with large 
agricultural land of about 2,453 hectares, 
the largest land among the other barangays 
of the municipality. Being the remotest and 
mountainous barangay, it can be reached 
by foot through a 3-4 hours hike from the 
last accessible road by vehicles.

Aside from the sugarcane production, 
free-range chicken, vegetable, and swine 
inputs were also provided to the group for 
other potential ventures. ### (Sheena 
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boosting and maximizing their production, 
and opening opportunities for enterprise 
development through value-adding 
activities.
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Pio V. Corpus, and Balud received the 
training conducted from August 24 to 
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Gerard D. Rabosa of the Regional Carabao 
Breeding Center presented the pest and 
disease management on corn and cassava.

Meanwhile, Teodoro O. Oriola and 
Elizabeth D. Cabug from the Provincial 
Agriculture Office, and Arvin A. Nolasco of 
DA RFO 5 discussed corn and cassava 
production.

Jenny B. Delmiguez, SAAD RPMSO 
Research Assistant, and Eden C. Casihan 
also demonstrated the cooking of various 
products with the assistance of Marigold P. 
De Jesus from SAAD Masbate.

The participants prepared corn and 
cassava-based common Filipino snack 
products such as corn-rice chicharron, corn 
yema, cassava espasol, cassava kropek, 
and cassava de leche.

Some groups will venture into 
agripreneurship while other farmers will use 
the techniques and knowledge gained 
during the training in their existing corn 
production area.

Prior to the training, the beneficiaries 
already received corn seeds, fertilizers, and 

cassava stalks.

The most immediate need that the training 
addresses is providing an avenue for 
farmers to earn additional income, improve 
utilization, and sustain production.

In addition, another three groups are set to 

undergo training in the province scheduled 
from November 22 to 26.

The training initiatives amounting to 
Php 841,320 are part of the DA-SAAD Corn 
and Cassava Production Project for FY 
2021 to cover 156.7 hectares in Masbate. 
### (Jay Ogaya and Angelica Blanco

Name of Association Date No. of 
Participants 

Almero Farmers’ Association August 24-25, 2021 30 
Masbaranon Farmers’ Association August 26-27, 2021 30 
Lampuyang Corn Farmers’ Association August 30-31, 2021 30 
Guindawahan Corn Farmers’ Association September 1-2, 2021 30 
Mabuhay Coconut Farmers’ Association September 21-22, 2021 30 
Balud-Ilaya Agroforestry Farmers’ Association September 23-24, 2021 30 

 

Table 77. Farmers’ Associations trained on Corn and Cassava 
Production and Enterprise Development

DA-SAAD Bicol spearheads training 
on effective public communication

November 18, 2021

SORSOGON, November 17, 2021 – The 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program in Bicol Region initiated training 
on effective technical writing, 
documentation, and interviewing to upskill 
all SAAD staff in covering project 
implementation activities and doing story 
write-ups.

On November 4, the SAAD Catanduanes, 
Masbate, and Sorsogon program 
implementers attended the training 
conducted in Sta. Magdalena, Sorsogon.

Jay Ogaya, Information Officer (IO) of 
SAAD Masbate, shared “Sana matuto hindi 
lang IOs, pati na rin ang mga Area 
Coordinators (ACs) in writing technical 
outputs and conducting interviews (I hope 
that not only the IOs but even the ACs will 
learn in writing technical outputs and 
conducting interviews).”

Francois Detera, Master Teacher I and 
Technical Editor of The Premier Page in 
Sorsogon National High School, 
emphasized that collaboration is one of the 
key elements to produce quality output.

The disciplines discussed by Mr. Detera 
include effective technical writing in the 
workplace and managing the 
documentation and publication and the 
behavioral event interviewing (BEI) 
process.

The BEI is the sourcing of information that 
centers on the principle that past 
performance and behavior predict future 
performance and behavior of an individual. 
This can be used to resolve conflicts or 
issues in the organization or association.

Meanwhile, Mayreen Origines Janer, 

Teacher III and Focal Person of The ABM 
Journal in Sorsogon National High School, 
covered the topic of photo and video 
documentation.

The speakers also reiterated the 
importance of creating concise and 
accessible articles taking into consideration 
the target audience.

Mr. Detera and Ms. Janer prepared 
conditioning activities such as basic 
grammar review and photo essay as a 
supplement to the topics presented.

Dr. Mary Grace DP. Rodriguez also showed 
full support by attending the activity and 
expressed her gratitude and appreciation to 
the speakers and participants.

“Nagpapasalamat ako sa satong speakers, 
sa mga nag attend sa activity na ini. 
Minsan na lang kita magkahirilingan kaya 
nauugma ako na yaraon kamo digdi 
ngunyan, sana dakol kamo manudan (I am 
grateful to our speakers, and to the 
participants of this activity. We barely see 
each other so I am happy that you are here, 
I hope you learn a lot from this).”

The DA-SAAD communication strategy 
generally focuses on communicating the 
program’s undertakings, influencing 
decision-makers, and to fulfill the 
responsibility of transparent communication 
to the public.

The training is part of the SAAD Bicol-led 
activities that aim to capacitate SAAD hired 
staff involved in the implementation of the 
program in the region.

Further, the DA-SAAD Bicol intends to 
conduct other training activities for its staff 
in 2022. ### (Angelica Blanco)
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November 17, 2021

SURIGAO DEL SUR, November 17, 2021 
– Farmer-partners from 32 assisted 
associations of the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) – Caraga Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
underwent training on enterprise 
development to be agripreneurs.

Thirty (30) farmers from Agusan del Sur 
participated in the first leg of the training in 
San Francisco on November 10, while 44 
farmers from Surigao del Sur joined the 
second leg in Tandag City on November 12.

In 2021, the DA-Caraga SAAD Program 
entered its enterprise management stage, 
the final phase of its three-year roadmap. 
As a relevant initiative, the program 
focuses on improving the entrepreneurial 
skills of its farmer-partners.

The training focused on developing and 
sustaining an enterprise and practical 
approaches to overcoming related 
challenges.

In March 2021, the program conducted a 
related training on market identification 
among the same groups, teaching them 
how to develop a marketing plan and profile 
target markets. The series of related 
training is part of the Php 1.6 million funds 
allocated by the program to assist the 
farmers as they embark on value-adding, 

product packaging and labeling, among 
other entrepreneurial activities.

Marketing Specialist Marilou E. Gruyal of 
the DA 13 Agribusiness and Marketing 
Assistance Division (AMAD), who served 
as the resource person of the training, 
encouraged the farmers to seek additional 
support from other agencies.

“Aside from the assistance available at the 
DA, you can tap your local government 
units (LGUs) to support your expansion 
plans. If you need external financial 
support, seek it provided that you are a 
responsible payer. You are already a 
company, so I encourage you to act like 
one,” she said.

SAAD-funded livelihood projects in Agusan 
del Sur include abaca, cacao, and rice 
production established in San Luis, 
Talacogon, Rosario, and Veruela.

Meanwhile, the projects in Surigao del Sur 
include native chicken, goat, camote, ube, 
and corn production established in Lingig, 
Carmen, Bayabas, and Bislig City.

Wrapping up the year, the SAAD Program 
will conduct another training on 
interpersonal development skills in 
November to help improve the farmers’ 
management and leadership skills. ### 
(Mark Angelo Pineda)

Caraga farmers trained on 
enterprise development

75 Negros farmers trained to be agripreneurs 
November 9, 2021

NEGROS OCCIDENTAL, November 9, 
2021 – Seventy-five (75) beneficiaries of 
the Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program in Negros Occidental 
were trained on Enterprise Development to 
become agripreneurs.

Farmers from Toboso, Calatrava, and 
Moises Padilla participated in three 
separate training sessions, which were 
conducted from October 13 to 15.

Twenty-five (25) members of the Pasto 
Agrarian Reform Cooperative and Bug-ang 
Organic Farmers’ Association (FA) attended 
the training in Toboso on October 13. The 
two groups are beneficiaries of the SAAD’s 
FY 2021 Vegetable Production Project 
worth Php 1.3 million.

Another batch of 25 farmers belonging to 
Sitio Ania-1 Masaligan FA and Agpangi 
Nalikban Vegetable Growers’ Association 
participated in the October 14 training in 
Barangay Calampisawan, Calatrava. They 
are beneficiaries of the Php 501,600 worth 
of FY 2021 Vegetable Production Project.

In Moises Padilla, the activity gathered 25 
farmers from Sitio Napiluan Integrated FA, 
Barangay Montilla Organic FA, Santos 
Santos Farmworkers’ Association, and 
Nacuruhan Tibobong FA on October 15. 
Under FY 2020, the said associations were 

recipients of Php 742,500 worth of Cassava 
Production Project.

“These training are important for the 
development of community enterprises by 
the SAAD-assisted associations since the 
income from the raw and fresh vegetables 
is minimal. Venturing into value-adding 
activities will help our partner-farmers earn 
extra income,” said SAAD Western Visayas 
Alternate Focal Person Jenny Babe 
Torrenueva.

About the training

TESDA-accredited trainer and food safety 
consultant Ms. Leticia Troncoso shared her 
expertise during the training which aimed 
to equip beneficiaries with the basic 
concepts of entrepreneurship.

She taught participants on how to launch 
and sustain enterprises through food 
processing as well as craft specific and 
comprehensive plans tailored to each 
group’s entrepreneurial needs.

“Processing farmers’ raw agricultural 
products help them generate more income 
because of the added value that goes with 
it,” Ms. Troncoso said. “It is one way of 
maximizing the potential of their farm 
products.”

Among the products made during the 
training were pickles, vegetable noodles, 
cassava crackers, and cassava flan. Most 

of the raw materials for the products such 
as pole sitao, squash, and cassava root 
were freshly sourced out from the 
agricultural projects from SAAD.

Becoming agripreneurs

President of Pasto Agrarian Reform 
Cooperative Joel Aspera has one 
significant reason his group is venturing 
into vegetable pickle or atchara making — 
they can sell these processed and 
preserved products at much higher prices 
during the off-season.

According to Aspera, vegetables in season 
such as squash often wilt and spoil in the 
local market due to overabundance, thus 
producers are forced to sell cheap and get 
only a small profit.

“Preservation makes vegetables more 
palatable and income-generating. That is 
why we decided to venture into making 
atchara,” he said.

Though relatively easy, he also 
acknowledged the challenges in pickle 
production such as the high level of 
competition. His group plans to create a 
social media page where they could trade 
their produce online through the help of 
agricultural technicians from the Municipal 

Agriculture Office in hopes to establish 
links with institutional buyers.

For Sitio Napiluan Integrated FA member 
Rosalyn Abordo, the huge potential of 
cassava or balinghoy to spur local 
enterprise pushed her and their group to 
venture in making cassava chips and 
cassava flan. They believe that there is 
profit to be made in cassava.

Fostering community enterprise

The SAAD Program in Western Visayas 
since its implementation in 2019 has been 
aggressive in its quest to not only provide 
food on the table but also equip 
marginalized farmers to become champions 
of food security and stable rural economy 
through community-based enterprise.

True to its mission in empowering its 
beneficiaries, the program-initiated series 
of social preparation activities, capability 
building and technical training across pilot 
municipalities in Negros Occidental and 
Antique.

To note, another batch of Enterprise 
Development Training is set to be 
conducted in the municipality of Salvador 
Benedicto in mid-November. ### (Christ 
John Gamarcha)
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expertise during the training which aimed 
to equip beneficiaries with the basic 
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She taught participants on how to launch 
and sustain enterprises through food 
processing as well as craft specific and 
comprehensive plans tailored to each 
group’s entrepreneurial needs.

“Processing farmers’ raw agricultural 
products help them generate more income 
because of the added value that goes with 
it,” Ms. Troncoso said. “It is one way of 
maximizing the potential of their farm 
products.”

Among the products made during the 
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of the raw materials for the products such 
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were freshly sourced out from the 
agricultural projects from SAAD.
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President of Pasto Agrarian Reform 
Cooperative Joel Aspera has one 
significant reason his group is venturing 
into vegetable pickle or atchara making — 
they can sell these processed and 
preserved products at much higher prices 
during the off-season.

According to Aspera, vegetables in season 
such as squash often wilt and spoil in the 
local market due to overabundance, thus 
producers are forced to sell cheap and get 
only a small profit.

“Preservation makes vegetables more 
palatable and income-generating. That is 
why we decided to venture into making 
atchara,” he said.

Though relatively easy, he also 
acknowledged the challenges in pickle 
production such as the high level of 
competition. His group plans to create a 
social media page where they could trade 
their produce online through the help of 
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Agriculture Office in hopes to establish 
links with institutional buyers.

For Sitio Napiluan Integrated FA member 
Rosalyn Abordo, the huge potential of 
cassava or balinghoy to spur local 
enterprise pushed her and their group to 
venture in making cassava chips and 
cassava flan. They believe that there is 
profit to be made in cassava.
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The SAAD Program in Western Visayas 
since its implementation in 2019 has been 
aggressive in its quest to not only provide 
food on the table but also equip 
marginalized farmers to become champions 
of food security and stable rural economy 
through community-based enterprise.

True to its mission in empowering its 
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building and technical training across pilot 
municipalities in Negros Occidental and 
Antique.

To note, another batch of Enterprise 
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85 Negros Oriental farmers venture 
into goat meat processing

November 4, 2021

NEGROS ORIENTAL, November 3, 2021 – 
Eighty-five (85) farmers from Negros 
Oriental will venture into goat meat or 
chevon processing after attending three 
training activities from the Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program.

The training, conducted on October 12, 13, 
and 28 in different areas of the province, 
aims to capacitate beneficiaries on proper 
meat preservation and processing through 
salting, curing, fermenting, smoking, and 
cooking.

It is also part of their preparation to start 
their community-based enterprises.

The participants, who are beneficiaries of 
the program’s FY 2021 Improved Goat 
Production, were members of the following 
associations from Guihulngan, Tayasan, 
and Bindoy:

• Maluy-a Farmers Association,
• Samahang Nayon Association,
• KABALIKAT,
• Mahiusanhong Kalambuan sa Katawhan,
• Maglihe Farmer’s Association,
• Jilabangan Small Farmers Association, 

and
• Canluto Farmer (ACF).

ACF member Niforlyn Cadayona said, 
“Nakahibalo ta kung unsaon nato pagluto, 
unsaon nato pagmix sa hamburger patties, 
ug pork tapa… naghinaot ko nga madala 
nako ang mga gipangtudlo ngadto sa 
among panimalay para sa akong mga anak.  
Mabat-onan nato ang problemang financial 
pinaagi sa mga intervention nga gihatag sa 
SAAD, training nga gipanguluhan sa 
program, gitudloan kita unsaon pag 
negosyo puhon ug naa nay igong capital.”

[We were able to learn, mix, and make 
burger patties and pork tapa. We hope to 
bring our learnings with us to share with my 
family, especially my growing kids. The 
program made us realize the importance of 
being financially prepared. I am thankful to 
the program for allowing us to participate in 
the training they prepared for us to have a 
higher income and engage in enterprise 
development.]

Aside from the training, each farmer will 
receive goats (four does and a buck) worth 
Php 32,000, 4.5 sacks of feeds worth 

continue to next page
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DA-SAAD enhances livestock, poultry 
raisers’ readiness in Catanduanes

November 1, 2021

CATANDUANES, October 31, 2021 – The 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA–SAAD) 
Program conducted various training to 151 
Catanduanes farmers to refresh and 
enhance their technical knowledge on 
livestock and poultry production.

The activities are aimed at achieving 
sustainable livestock and poultry 
production, as well as introducing the 
farmers to enterprise development.

Participants received first–hand knowledge 
from the DA Regional Field Office V 
speakers: Marianito A. Tesorero 
(Agriculturist II of the Livestock and Poultry 
Program), Gail Antioquia (SAAD Technical 
Staff), and Honey Leah O. Cantoria (SAAD 
Researcher).

Poultry Production Training

Beneficiaries of chicken and duck 
production from the municipalities of Bato, 
Baras, Gigmoto, San Miguel, Bagamanoc, 
and Panganiban participated in the 
Training on Poultry Production and Product 
Development conducted from September 
20 to October 1.

Beneficiaries belonging to 10 farmers’ 
associations (FA) attended the activities.

Mr. Tesosero and Mr. Antioquia discussed 
disciplines such as proper management of 
chicken and duck, poultry nutrition, 
production, as well as administration of 
animal biologics.

Meanwhile, Ms. Cantoria upskilled the 
farmers with basic food hygiene, proper 
food preparation, and product development.

The beneficiaries prepared puto flan, salted 

egg, pickled egg, and leche flan. The main 
ingredient was either chicken or duck eggs.

Some FAs like Barang-an Duck Association 
(BDA) from Gigmoto, San Roque Duck 
Raisers Association, and Cagraray Duck 
Raisers Association both from Bato already 
have prospective agribusiness 
opportunities and are enthusiastic to 
venture into an enterprise.

BDA president Fernando Regalado said 
their association already has a potential 
client for salted eggs.

“Ang pag-atendir sa mga training 
nakakatabang ning dakula sa samuyang 
mga parauma ta dakul kaming nanunud-an 
buda naprepreparar kami na magkaigwa 
ning magayon na futuro. Grabeng 
importansya kaini ta nakukua mi ini ning 
libre. Ang mga namatidan mi uya 
magagamit mi na diretso. Igwa na kaming 
nakahulon na su mga magigibo ming mga 
itlog na maalat maipapabakal na nimi Php 
12 kada pidaso, mas barato kaysa sa iba. 
Kami po gapamabalos sa SAAD ta 
pigataw-an kami ning paagi na mag-angat 
man sa buhay,” Fernando shared.

(Attending training helps us to acquire new 
knowledge and prepares us to have a better 
future. More importantly, we get this for 
free. Our learnings from this training can be 
immediately put into use since we already 
have a potential client who will purchase 
our salted egg products at Php 12 apiece, 
cheaper than other sellers. We are thankful 
to SAAD because it gives us opportunities 
to improve our present economic 
condition.)

The training for chicken and duck 
production amounting to Php 676,000 is 
under the Poultry Production Project of 
SAAD for Catanduanes for FY 2021.

Goat Production Training

The DA-SAAD also conducted Training on 
Small Ruminants Production and Pasture 
Development where 36 farmers from 5 
different FAs attended. The goat raisers 
aim to be one of the suppliers of goat and 
goat meat in the province.The farmers’ 
knowledge was enhanced through the 
discussion about proper management of 
goats, and best practices to achieve a 
successful goat production.

The right methods for administering 
medicines were also demonstrated by 

Mr. Tesorero and Mr. Antioquia.

Participants of the training were also given 
a pair of boots and apron as part of the 
budget allocation of Php 338,000 under the 
Livestock Production Project of SAAD 
Catanduanes.

With the help of SAAD, the FAs plan to 
coordinate with their respective Municipal 
Agriculture Offices (MAO) to seek further 
assistance and support in making their goat 
production venture a sure success. ### 
(Sarah Jane Taway)

Php 1,500/each for Guihulngan 
beneficiaries, 3 sacks of feeds worth 
Php 1,650/each for Bindoy beneficiaries, 
and biologics worth Php 250/month on 
November 29.

The Improved Goat Production project in 
Negros Oriental has budget allocation 
amounting to Php 2.9 million – Php 1.3 
million in Guihulngan, Php 808,650 in 
Bindoy, and Php 825,000 in Tayasan.

Importance of goat meat processing 
training towards enterprise

Through assessment, the SAAD Program in 
Negros Oriental found the need to enhance 
the goat farmers’ capacity to develop 
value-adding products.

As interventions were distributed, some 
farmers would usually sell their herd without 
knowing the possibilities of earning or 
increasing their income more.

Through the training, the farmers learned 
preserving and processing of chevon as 
well as marketing such as branding and 
packaging.

The list of ingredients and possible 

suppliers, recipes, and cooking procedures 
were shared with the participants.

The DA-SAAD helped the farmers venture 
into agripreneurship by building their 
confidence as well as guiding them on 
developing community enterprises, which 
are additional sources of income.

Also present in the training activities were 
Provincial Veterinary Office Chief 
Operations Officer Erlinda Vilan; Provincial 
Veterinary Office Agricultural Technologist 
Angelique Geromo; Municipal Agriculturist 
Richard Balauro; Municipal SAAD Focal 
Raylord Lumayag; Tayasan Agricultural 
technicians Mildred Villegas, Melony 
Salcedo, and Dan Barney Callao; and 
SAAD area coordinators Jess Gayan 
Lumain, Ralph Guinit, Princess Akimi 
Macabinguil, May Pialago, and Erwin 
Leyva.

Moving forward

The farmers will construct goat sheds and 
plant forages and silages in preparation for 
the project distribution. Tayasan 
beneficiaries also plan to request 
processing materials. ### (Angelica 
Blanco)
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CATANDUANES, October 31, 2021 – The 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA–SAAD) 
Program conducted various training to 151 
Catanduanes farmers to refresh and 
enhance their technical knowledge on 
livestock and poultry production.

The activities are aimed at achieving 
sustainable livestock and poultry 
production, as well as introducing the 
farmers to enterprise development.

Participants received first–hand knowledge 
from the DA Regional Field Office V 
speakers: Marianito A. Tesorero 
(Agriculturist II of the Livestock and Poultry 
Program), Gail Antioquia (SAAD Technical 
Staff), and Honey Leah O. Cantoria (SAAD 
Researcher).

Poultry Production Training

Beneficiaries of chicken and duck 
production from the municipalities of Bato, 
Baras, Gigmoto, San Miguel, Bagamanoc, 
and Panganiban participated in the 
Training on Poultry Production and Product 
Development conducted from September 
20 to October 1.

Beneficiaries belonging to 10 farmers’ 
associations (FA) attended the activities.

Mr. Tesosero and Mr. Antioquia discussed 
disciplines such as proper management of 
chicken and duck, poultry nutrition, 
production, as well as administration of 
animal biologics.

Meanwhile, Ms. Cantoria upskilled the 
farmers with basic food hygiene, proper 
food preparation, and product development.

The beneficiaries prepared puto flan, salted 

egg, pickled egg, and leche flan. The main 
ingredient was either chicken or duck eggs.

Some FAs like Barang-an Duck Association 
(BDA) from Gigmoto, San Roque Duck 
Raisers Association, and Cagraray Duck 
Raisers Association both from Bato already 
have prospective agribusiness 
opportunities and are enthusiastic to 
venture into an enterprise.

BDA president Fernando Regalado said 
their association already has a potential 
client for salted eggs.

“Ang pag-atendir sa mga training 
nakakatabang ning dakula sa samuyang 
mga parauma ta dakul kaming nanunud-an 
buda naprepreparar kami na magkaigwa 
ning magayon na futuro. Grabeng 
importansya kaini ta nakukua mi ini ning 
libre. Ang mga namatidan mi uya 
magagamit mi na diretso. Igwa na kaming 
nakahulon na su mga magigibo ming mga 
itlog na maalat maipapabakal na nimi Php 
12 kada pidaso, mas barato kaysa sa iba. 
Kami po gapamabalos sa SAAD ta 
pigataw-an kami ning paagi na mag-angat 
man sa buhay,” Fernando shared.

(Attending training helps us to acquire new 
knowledge and prepares us to have a better 
future. More importantly, we get this for 
free. Our learnings from this training can be 
immediately put into use since we already 
have a potential client who will purchase 
our salted egg products at Php 12 apiece, 
cheaper than other sellers. We are thankful 
to SAAD because it gives us opportunities 
to improve our present economic 
condition.)

The training for chicken and duck 
production amounting to Php 676,000 is 
under the Poultry Production Project of 
SAAD for Catanduanes for FY 2021.

Goat Production Training

The DA-SAAD also conducted Training on 
Small Ruminants Production and Pasture 
Development where 36 farmers from 5 
different FAs attended. The goat raisers 
aim to be one of the suppliers of goat and 
goat meat in the province.The farmers’ 
knowledge was enhanced through the 
discussion about proper management of 
goats, and best practices to achieve a 
successful goat production.

The right methods for administering 
medicines were also demonstrated by 

Mr. Tesorero and Mr. Antioquia.

Participants of the training were also given 
a pair of boots and apron as part of the 
budget allocation of Php 338,000 under the 
Livestock Production Project of SAAD 
Catanduanes.

With the help of SAAD, the FAs plan to 
coordinate with their respective Municipal 
Agriculture Offices (MAO) to seek further 
assistance and support in making their goat 
production venture a sure success. ### 
(Sarah Jane Taway)

Municipality Associations No. of 
Participants 

Date of Training 

Gigmoto 
Barang-an Duck Association 11 

September 21, 2021 
San Vicente Gigmoto Duck Association 10 

Baras San Miguel Duck Raisers Association 16 September 23, 2021 
Bagamanoc Suchan Chicken Raisers Association 19 September 28, 2021 

Panganiban 
Cabuyoan Native Chicken Association 10 

September 29, 2021 
San Miguel Poultry Association 10 

Bato 
Cagaray Duck Raisers Association 10 

September 30, 2021 
San Roque Duck Raisers Association 10 

San Miguel 
Balatohan Chicken Raisers Association 9 

October 1, 2021 
JMA Tucao Chicken Raisers Association 10 

Total 115  
 

Municipality Associations No. of 
Participants 

Date of Training 

Gigmoto 
Biong Goat Association 5 

September 22, 2021 San Pedro Goat Raisers Association 11 
Sioron Canlobe Goar Association 4 

Baras San Miguel Duck Raisers Association 9 
September 24, 2021 

 Paniquihan Goat Farmers Association 7 
Total 36  

 

Table 78. Farmers’ Associations Trained on Poultry Production and Product Development

Table 79. Farmers’ Associations Trained on Small Ruminants Production 
and Pasture Development

DA-SAAD Region 8 implementers trained 
on pests, diseases management

October 20, 2021

QUEZON CITY, October 18, 2021 – 
Thirty-seven (37) Special Area for 
Agricultural Development Program 
implementers were trained on pests and 
diseases management by experts from the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) Region 8.

Headed by five SAAD provincial 
coordinators, 7 area coordinators from 
Samar, 6 from Eastern Samar, 7 from 
Northern Samar, 7 from Leyte, and five from 
Southern Leyte attended the training 
entitled ‘Major Pests and Diseases in 
Crops and Animals: Identifying and 
Countermeasures’. The lectures covered 
topics in taking care of SAAD crop, 
livestock, and poultry projects.

Two batches of training were conducted in 
Catbalogan City for the Samar provinces 
from October 5 to 7 and in Leyte for the 
Leyte provinces from October 11 to 13.

Integrated Laboratory Division (ILD) - 
Regional Crop Protection Center (RCPC) 
Senior Research Specialists (SRS) 
Lutgarda Francisco, Delfin Francisco, and 
Violeta Tiempo discussed how to identify 
rice, corn, and vegetables pests and 
diseases.

Also from ILD, Regional Animal Disease 
and Diagnostic Laboratory (RADDL) 
Veterinarian Dr. Norietta Orsua provided 
guidelines to prevent illness in swine such 
as the African swine fever (ASF) and hog 
cholera.

Dr. Archie Lluz discussed goat diseases 
while Dr. Marion Grace Katangkatang 
tackled the manifestations of Newcastle 
disease.

The participants learned that monitoring is 
the heart of pests and disease 
management. It is important to know the 
manifesting signs and symptoms so they 
can properly diagnose, treat, and prevent 
further damage on the crops and animals.

The coordinators were trained to impart 
their knowledge to the associations. 
Hence, they  are the key actors in the 
implementation of the projects of the 
program. They act as community 
developers and coordinate with the local 
government units and other possible 
partners for executing the projects, 
overseeing the delivery of inputs to the 
beneficiaries, and assisting the farmers and 
fishers throughout the production of 
agriculture and fishery products, up to the 
marketing.

With this, SAAD Region 8 continuously 
equips its staff through regular training and 
workshops. The Region has been 
delivering its service to the marginalized 
areas in Samar, Eastern Samar, and 
Northern Samar since 2017, and in Leyte 
and Southern Leyte since 2018. It supports 
DA’s twin goals of Masaganang Ani at 
Mataas Na Kita through agricultural 
intervention and marketing. ### 
(Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)
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QUEZON CITY, October 14, 2021 – In 
Commemoration of the House of 
Representatives 114th Anniversary, the 
Committee on Rural Development headed 
by Chairperson Hon. Elsa T. Kho in 
partnership with the Banko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas (BSP) conducted a webinar on 
Rural Financial Inclusion and Literacy 
Program with the theme: ‘Kayang Kaya sa 
Gitna ng Pandemia’ on October 11, 2021.

More than 300 attendees from the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
stakeholders, farmers, and fisherfolk from 
the national, regional and provincial level 
participated in the historical 
commemoration.

“We are continuously working on measures 
to sustain the government in financial 
inclusion and ensure availability and equal 
opportunity in the access to financial 
services,” as stated by Hon. Elisa Kho.

Likewise, DA Secretary William D. Dar 
urged his fellow government workers to 
empower the unserved and underserved 

small farmers and fisherfolk by assisting 
them in availing DA’s financial services.

As lecturers, representatives from the BSP 
focused on reaching the communities in the 
countryside.

Since SAAD’s beneficiaries are rural 
farmers and fisherfolk, the event was timely 
as it highlighted the importance of simple 
and convenient access to financial services 
in providing timely assistance as well as 
ways of saving, budgeting, and investing to 
sustain, secure, and improve their 
livelihood and become agripreneurs.

About the topic

Financial Inclusion

To be financially included, a transaction 
account is needed. The account can be a 
bank or electronic money (e-money) 
account from financial service providers 
monitored by BSP.

Due to requirements and restrictions 
brought by the pandemic, accessibility to 
the accounts has been a challenge. Cash is 
also the preferred mode of payment in the 

House Committee on Rural Development partners with BSP to 
empower DA-SAAD beneficiaries on financial inclusion and literacy 

country.

BSP primarily prioritizes digitalization to 
make financial services and products 
readily available to everyone.

The benefits of digitalization include:

• low transaction costs,
• security or protection from fraud and theft,
• empowerment to consumers including the 

marginalized sector,
• improved livelihood opportunities and 

economy,
• financial system stability, and
• wider client base for financial service 

providers.

In a 2019 survey about digital payment, the 
Philippines has a high mobile phone and 
internet access penetration – 69% uses 
mobile phones and 53% have access to the 
internet. Even with these numbers, only 
12% of mobile phone users and 9% of 
internet users use the technology for 
financial transactions.

It is important to spread awareness that 
digital assets are in the hands of the 

consumers and the technology can be used 
for transactions.

Financial Literacy

BSP provides programs on the proper ways 
of saving, budgeting, and investing money. 
It also gives information about scam and 
fraud.

Collaborating with other agencies and 
stakeholders, lecturers are trained to teach 
in rural areas.  BSP also created the BSP 
Online Buddy (BOB) – a consumer 
protection chatbot ready to help with 
people’s financial consumer concerns and 
questions.

“Ang pinakamahalagang layunin po ng 
financial inclusion ay mag-ipon. Mag-ipon 
ng pera, mamuhunan, magsimula ng maliit 
na negosyo para sa benepisyo ng 
ekonomiya,” shared Congressman Alfred 
delos Santos, author of House Bill 7452 or 
the Rural Financial Inclusion and Literacy 
Act.  ### (Billy Narag)
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MISAMIS OCCIDENTAL, October 11, 2021 
– Forty Subanen strawberry growers in Don 
Victoriano, Misamis Occidental attended 
the Department of Agriculture (DA) – 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(SAAD) Program’s training to upgrade their 
production knowledge and skills on October 
7.

Eleven members of Gandawan Strawberry 
Growers Association (GSGA), 13 from 
Liboron Strawberry Growers Association 
(LSGA), and 16 from Nueva Vista 
Strawberry Growers Association (NVSGA) 
participated in the Strawberry Production 
and Management Training.

The farmers expect to receive Php 771,000 
worth of strawberry seedlings, knapsack 
sprayer, plastic mulch, shovel, seedling 
tray, garden net, plastic drum, sprinkler, and 
polyethylene (PE) bags in the 4th quarter to 
support their existing 5 hectares (ha) 
strawberry farm. They also plan to add 
1-2ha to increase production.

Four years after taking stewardship of their 
0.5ha land for strawberry farming, NVSGA, 
and GSGA Presidents Marcelo Samson and 
Angion Rado mentored the activity. They 
are scholars in the said topic because they 
have attended various training held in 
Baguio City and Benguet through the 
Philippines-Australia Local Sustainability 
(PALS) Program in 2012.

With the acquired knowledge and skills, 
they started to grow strawberries in their 
farms which provided them an average of 
Php 3,000 weekly income. According to 
them, the high value of strawberries 
provided significant profit and an additional 
source of income.

For this reason, they want to extend help to 

their communities given that their location 
is a growing zone for this plant.

Mr. Rado discussed strawberry bed 
preparation, pest control, and fertilizer 
mixtures. He suggested mixing soil and 
dried chicken manure and leaving it for two 
weeks before transplanting the seedlings 
into the plastic mulch. The process is used 
for soil enrichment since the shallow roots 
of the plants require organic matter.

On his farm, he demonstrated the proper 
handling of the strawberry seedlings which 
require adequate space for sprawling. Each 
seedling is placed 30 centimeters apart for 
them to produce more berries over time.

A week after transplanting the plants, he 
advised spraying them with complete foliar 
fertilizer for pest control. Also, he suggested 
the use of Orient Herbal Nutrient (OHN) to 
restrain the growth of pathogenic bacteria 
that may cause plant diseases.

For fertilizer mixture, he recommended 
using a 50:50 ratio of inorganic and organic 
fertilizer. To neutralize the acid present in 
the soil, a composition of baking soda, 
vinegar, and molasses is used to spray the 
area.

Meanwhile, Mr. Samson talked about the 
importance of organic strawberry farming 
by utilizing organic fertilizers to protect 
the soil against deterioration and 
environmental pollution.

Why strawberry production is suitable in 
Don Victoriano, Misamis Occidental

Misamis Occidental’s climate is tropical 
with a temperature ranging from 15-23° 
Celcius which is ideal for growing 
strawberries during the months of April to 
July.

40 Subanen farmers’ trained on 
strawberry production

This gives the young plants enough time to 
establish strong roots and take up 
necessary nutrients to produce lots of 
flowers, before the cold season sets in 
again. As flowers open, strawberries can 
tolerate subfreezing temperatures.

With the cold climate and unspoiled land, 
the Municipal Agriculture Office proposed a 
strawberry project to the SAAD Program on 
May 26, 2021.

The strawberry varieties to be distributed 
are sweet charlie, sweet berry, and king 
berry. They can bear fruits six months after 
transplanting.

Sweetheart Al-ag, Don Victoriano’s 
High-Value Focal Person, emphasized 
strawberry’s distinction as it is the only fruit 
that wears its seeds on the outside. It also 
costs Php 500/kg in the market, depending 
on the variety.

“Strawberries are less laborious, unlike 
cabbage. It propagates easier and 
produces fruit faster. It is also expensive 
compared to vegetables when sold to the 
market,” said Ms. Al-ag.

Don Victoriano will be the first strawberries 
producer in the province, which is also 
eyed to be their ‘One Town, One Product 
(OTOP)’.

“We are hoping to make the strawberry as 
our One Town, One Product (OTOP) by 
helping these beneficiaries start their farm. 
With more strawberry growers, we’ll have 
more than enough supply to make other 
strawberries processed products such as 
wine and jam,” added Ms. Al-ag.

The SAAD Program and the local 
government unit both envision its farmers 
to be the future suppliers of organic 
strawberries.### (Ruth Esther Bermundo)



i187

September 28, 2021

BOHOL, September 27, 2021 – The 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program in Region 7 trained 25 farmers in 
Bohol on livestock and poultry diseases 
management which is essential to the 
beneficiaries’ farming activities.

Ten farmers from Buenavista, 6 from 
Getafe, 6 from Mabini, and three from Bien 
Unido attended the training at the Ubay 
Stock Farm, Ubay, Bohol from September 
14 to 16.

Livestock and Poultry Disease 
Management Training

Representatives from the Ubay Stock Farm 
were the lecturers of the training. Dr. Ma. 
Maureen M. Manito discussed swine, 
poultry, and carabao production, animal 
health care, and antimicrobial resistance.

Dr. Estrella B. Mellomida emphasized that 
biosecurity is the most important measure 
to prevent diseases or pests on animals, 
like the African Swine Fever (ASF).

Science Research Specialist Jose Edu D. 
Escudero discussed forage and pasture 
management, including information on 
improved grasses and legumes to feed their 
livestock and poultry.

The training included visits to a forage and 
pasture area as well as goat, sheep, native 
chicken, and swine farms.

The farmers participated in actual farming 
activities such as vaccination, vitamin 
supplementation, and wing trimming of 
chickens. They also saw various 
abnormalities of the stocks and flocks.

A second set of beneficiaries from 
President Carlos P. Garcia (12 
participants), Mabini (6), Bien Unido (6), 
Getafe (6), and Buenavista (2) participants 
will be trained from October 27 to 29.

SAAD Livestock and Poultry Production

Provincial Coordinator Ian H. Egam said 
interventions provided by SAAD were 
related to livestock, poultry, and crops. To 
promote sustainability, training programs 
are conducted to capacitate farmers in 
overseeing the overall health and status of 
the projects.

“Usa pa niini, ang maong mga na 
participants maoy mamahimung first aider; 
kumbaga sa atong mga mananap kong 
adunay mga kakulian nga mahi aguman 
nga nagkinahanglan ug technician ug 
veterinary, ” added Mr. Egam.

(Aside from this, the participants will serve 
as first aiders; if the animals encounter 
complications and need professional help, 
our technicians can respond and perform 
the procedure.)

Since 2019, SAAD Bohol has implemented 
the Integrated Carabao Project which has a 
budget allocation of Php 10,560,000 for FY 
2019, Php 11,652,000 for FY 2020, and 
Php 11,093,610 in 2021. Each year, 300 
different individuals benefited from the 
project.

Furthermore, the SAAD Native Chicken 
Project worth Php 4,690,000 was delivered 
to 300 individuals in 2020. ### (Jolina 
Daño and Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)

25 Bohol farmers equipped on livestock 
and poultry disease management

Catanduanes farmers upskilled on rice 
production and enterprise development

September 17, 2021

CATANDUANES, September 14, 2021 – 
Fifty-six (56) rice farmers in Catanduanes 
underwent training on production and 
enterprise development under the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program.

The first batch, composed of 30 rice 
farmers from San Roque Palay Association 
(SAROPA) in Bato, attended the Training 
on Rice Production and Enterprise 
Development from August 30 to September 
1.

Another batch of 26 farmers belonging to 
the Rainfed Island Rice Growers 
Association (RIRGA) from Bagamanoc and 
San Miguel participated in the training 
conducted from September 2 to 3.

The training initiative is aimed at boosting 
rice farmers’ production competitiveness 
and introducing them to opportunities for 
enterprise development.

Speakers from the DA Regional Field Office 
5 shared their knowledge and expertise to 

the participants by providing relevant and 
efficient techniques to have a prolific rice 
harvest in the next cropping season.

Mr. Alex Atian, Rice Program Technical 
Staff, discussed rice production and cultural 
management practices during the training.

Meanwhile, topics on integrated pest 
management, common crop diseases, and 
effective mitigation measures were 
presented by personnel from Regional Crop 
Protection Center (RCPC): Mr. Giovanni 
Valenciano – Senior Science Research 
Specialist and Mr. Godofredo Balmeo – 
RCPC Technical Staff.

Ms. Honey Leah Cantoria and Ms. Kim 
Jonah Bolivar, who are technical staff from 
the DA-SAAD Regional Program 
Management Support Office, also shared 
their basic approaches on food hygiene and 
introduced enterprising opportunities to the 
farmers.

Personnel from Bato and Bagamanoc local 
government units (LGU), Municipal 
Agricultural Officer (MAO) Delfin Samar of 
Bato, and Agricultural Technologist Ma. 
Teresa Villaflor of Bagamanoc were also 

present during the activity to show full 
support and share inspiring messages to 
the beneficiaries during the training.

“Some farmers have limited knowledge in 
terms of making other products using rice 
as the main ingredient. Through this 
training, they learned how to venture into 
an enterprise that will provide more earning 
opportunities. I encourage the farmers to 
apply the skills they have acquired as this 
is something new for them,” shared Ms. 
Villaflor. She also advised the farmers to 
assimilate the significance of participating 
in the said training and the new concepts 
conveyed by the speakers.

During the activity, the farmers were taught 
to prepare products using rice as the main 
ingredient to produce kropek, putopao, 
macaroons, sabalanko, pastillas, and 
polvoron.

“Dakula po ang pagpamabalos ming mga 
parauma sa mga tabang na nakukua mi sa 
SAAD. Poon po sa pagtao ninyo ning 
banhi, abono, buda mga makinarya, 
ngunyan po pigtutul-an kami kung pan-o 
magibo ning ibang mga produkto gamit ang 
bagas. Pwede po ining pagkakitaan ning 
mga alog mi na imbes na bagas o paloy 
sana ang naipapabakal, igwa na man na 
kami ning ibang mga produkto. Gabos po 
pati na mga gamit pwede mi makua sana 
sa laog ning halong, kaya mas madari po 
ini para sa samuya. Mabalos po sa SAAD,” 
shared Mr. Leo Tevar, member of RIRGA.

[“As farmers, we are very grateful for the 

assistance given to us by the DA-SAAD. 
From providing us with palay seeds, 
fertilizers, and machines, now we were 
taught how to make processed foods using 
rice. This can be another source of income 
for us. Instead of just selling palay or 
well-milled rice, we can also offer other 
products. Most of the ingredients are 
accessible and are common cooking items 
that are easy for us. Thank you, SAAD.”]
Members of RIRGA are set to start 
producing rice kropek as a start-up venture, 
while SAROPA farmers are looking into the 
possibility of making putopao and rice 
macaroons as increased demand during 
the approaching holiday season may arise.

The training is part of the Php 3,269,000 
budget allocated for the DA-SAAD’s 
Upland/Rainfed Rice Production Project for 
FY 2021 in Catanduanes.

DA-SAAD is a locally funded program that 
assists marginalized communities by 
providing agricultural inputs and
capacity-building efforts to encourage 
agricultural and food production, and 
community enterprise development.

Currently, the program serves farmers from 
30 provinces in the Philippines, including 
Catanduanes, Masbate, and Sorsogon in 
the Bicol Region. The program also caters 
to indigenous cultural communities, and 
End Local Communist Armed Conflict 
(ELCAC) areas in the country. ### (Sarah 
Jane Taway)

September 13, 2021

SORSOGON, September 10, 2021 – 
Thirty-two (32) farmers belonging to the 
Agta Tabangnon community in Brgy. 
Gimagaan, Donsol Sorsogon completed a 
season-long Farmers’ Field School (FFS) 
on Vegetable Production Technology on 
September 8.

All graduates are members of the 
Gimagaan Indigenous People Farmers’ 
Association (GIPFA), beneficiaries of the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program. 

The FFS is one of the interventions under 
the Social Preparation component of SAAD 
in collaboration with the National 
Commission on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP) 
to ensure readiness on agricultural 
livelihood management and empowerment 
of its beneficiaries. Likewise, this is a 
strategy to strengthen and improve 
beneficiaries’ agricultural knowledge and 
skills in ensuring improved productivity and 
sustainability. 

A combination of lecture and hands-on 

learning, the FFS ran for 12 weeks which 
started on May 28, 2021. Beneficiaries 
gathered every Friday from 6am - 3pm to 
learn the basics of vegetable farming from 
seedling management, soil preparation 
(plowing and tilling), seedbed preparation, 
and Agro-Ecosystem Analysis (AESA) 
including identifying beneficial insects and 
pest insects. 

FFS uses a participatory method of 
learning where participants can exchange 
knowledge and experiences in an 
environment conducive to learning. It 
encourages learning-by-doing, utilizing 
field-based settings for hands-on group 
learning. This fosters and improves 
participants’ skills through observing, 
analysing and trying out their learnings in 
their own fields, contributing to improved 
production and livelihoods (FAO, n.d.).

During the training, the FFS also included 
special topics selected by the farmers such 
as organic concoction making or 
preparation of FPJ (Fermented Plant Juice), 
and FFJ (Fermented Fruit Juice). 

Municipal High Value Crops Development 
Program (HVCDP) Coordinator Sharmie 
Guerrero served as resource person 
assisted by SAAD Area Coordinator of 
Donsol Mark Joven Barja. 

For the hands-on part, the association 
utilized a half hectare vacant lot as a 
training site cum community vegetable 
garden where they planted eggplant, 
pepper, ampalaya, and cucumber. They 
were happy when they sold 17 kilograms 
(kg) of eggplant, which were excess 
harvests after dividing the yield among 
themselves for their families’ consumption.

The graduation ceremonies held at Bgy. 
Gimagaan, Donsol, Sorsogon was honored 
by Dr. Mary Grace Rodriguez, SAAD Bicol 
Action Officer and Chief of the Field 
Operations Division. 

“Magtatapos na kayo ngayon, pero hindi pa 
po ito tapos. Dito pa lang tayo magsisimula. 
Although may mga interventions na 
na-provide before sa inyo, we will still 
provide the farm inputs, farm tools, and 
planting materials para masimulan ninyo na 
after graduation yun pwede nyong gawin 
para i-apply ang natutunan ninyo sa FFS,” 
Dr. Rodriguez quipped.

[You may be graduating (from the FFS) but 
this is not the end of it. This is just the 
beginning. Although there were 
interventions previously provided to all of 
you, we will still provide farm inputs, farm 
tools, and planting materials so you may 
start practicing what you acquired from your 
FFS.]

During the graduation, Dr. Rodriguez 
distributed a total of Php 230,000 worth of 
interventions under the SAAD High-Value 
Crops Development Program (HVCDP) 
comprising of 60 bags of complete fertilizer, 
15 bags of urea, two bags of muriate of 
potash; 30 each of bolos, rakes, trowels, 
hand sprayers, and crates; 20 plastic 
drums, 20 sets of garden tools, 15 garden 
twines, 10 knapsack sprayers, pruning 

shear, and brush cutter. 

In addition, graduates received assorted 
planting materials such as 100 calamansi 
seedlings, 180 taro cuttings, two bags of 
peanut seeds, two bags of ginger, and 10kg 
of assorted vegetables seeds.

Allan L. Magdamit, president of the 
Gimagaan Indigenous Farmers’ 
Association, was grateful for the opportunity 
given to his tribe. 

“Sobra kaming natulungan ng SAAD sa 
pamamagitan ng FFS na ito at naibigay din 
sa amin lahat ng pangangailangan namin 
sa pagtatanim. Sa ngayon po ay marami sa 
barangay namin ay nahihikayat nang 
magtanim. Makaka-asa po ang SAAD na 
hindi masasayang ang mga itinulong ninyo 
sa aming barangay lalo na sa aming mga 
Indigenous Peoples,” Allan shared.

[SAAD greatly helped us through this FFS, 
and by providing all the farming materials 
we need. Because of this, many members 
of our community are encouraged to 
engage in planting. Rest assured, the 
inputs for our barangay, especially us, 
indigenous peoples will not be 
disregarded.]

Also present during the FFS graduation are 
Donsol Municipal Agriculturist Engr. Lindez 
Espada, Bgy. Captain Benjamine M. 
Arellano, Agricultural Program Coordinating 
Officer (APCO) Florentino Ubalde Jr., and 
Engr. Agnes Espinola, OIC Superintendent 
of Regional Dairy Production and 
Tech-Center.

For 2021, SAAD targets to conduct three 
FFS on vegetable production for the 
beneficiaries in Sorsogon, Catanduanes, 
and Masbate. ### (Lovella Guarin)
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September 17, 2021

CATANDUANES, September 14, 2021 – 
Fifty-six (56) rice farmers in Catanduanes 
underwent training on production and 
enterprise development under the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program.

The first batch, composed of 30 rice 
farmers from San Roque Palay Association 
(SAROPA) in Bato, attended the Training 
on Rice Production and Enterprise 
Development from August 30 to September 
1.

Another batch of 26 farmers belonging to 
the Rainfed Island Rice Growers 
Association (RIRGA) from Bagamanoc and 
San Miguel participated in the training 
conducted from September 2 to 3.

The training initiative is aimed at boosting 
rice farmers’ production competitiveness 
and introducing them to opportunities for 
enterprise development.

Speakers from the DA Regional Field Office 
5 shared their knowledge and expertise to 

the participants by providing relevant and 
efficient techniques to have a prolific rice 
harvest in the next cropping season.

Mr. Alex Atian, Rice Program Technical 
Staff, discussed rice production and cultural 
management practices during the training.

Meanwhile, topics on integrated pest 
management, common crop diseases, and 
effective mitigation measures were 
presented by personnel from Regional Crop 
Protection Center (RCPC): Mr. Giovanni 
Valenciano – Senior Science Research 
Specialist and Mr. Godofredo Balmeo – 
RCPC Technical Staff.

Ms. Honey Leah Cantoria and Ms. Kim 
Jonah Bolivar, who are technical staff from 
the DA-SAAD Regional Program 
Management Support Office, also shared 
their basic approaches on food hygiene and 
introduced enterprising opportunities to the 
farmers.

Personnel from Bato and Bagamanoc local 
government units (LGU), Municipal 
Agricultural Officer (MAO) Delfin Samar of 
Bato, and Agricultural Technologist Ma. 
Teresa Villaflor of Bagamanoc were also 

present during the activity to show full 
support and share inspiring messages to 
the beneficiaries during the training.

“Some farmers have limited knowledge in 
terms of making other products using rice 
as the main ingredient. Through this 
training, they learned how to venture into 
an enterprise that will provide more earning 
opportunities. I encourage the farmers to 
apply the skills they have acquired as this 
is something new for them,” shared Ms. 
Villaflor. She also advised the farmers to 
assimilate the significance of participating 
in the said training and the new concepts 
conveyed by the speakers.

During the activity, the farmers were taught 
to prepare products using rice as the main 
ingredient to produce kropek, putopao, 
macaroons, sabalanko, pastillas, and 
polvoron.

“Dakula po ang pagpamabalos ming mga 
parauma sa mga tabang na nakukua mi sa 
SAAD. Poon po sa pagtao ninyo ning 
banhi, abono, buda mga makinarya, 
ngunyan po pigtutul-an kami kung pan-o 
magibo ning ibang mga produkto gamit ang 
bagas. Pwede po ining pagkakitaan ning 
mga alog mi na imbes na bagas o paloy 
sana ang naipapabakal, igwa na man na 
kami ning ibang mga produkto. Gabos po 
pati na mga gamit pwede mi makua sana 
sa laog ning halong, kaya mas madari po 
ini para sa samuya. Mabalos po sa SAAD,” 
shared Mr. Leo Tevar, member of RIRGA.

[“As farmers, we are very grateful for the 

assistance given to us by the DA-SAAD. 
From providing us with palay seeds, 
fertilizers, and machines, now we were 
taught how to make processed foods using 
rice. This can be another source of income 
for us. Instead of just selling palay or 
well-milled rice, we can also offer other 
products. Most of the ingredients are 
accessible and are common cooking items 
that are easy for us. Thank you, SAAD.”]
Members of RIRGA are set to start 
producing rice kropek as a start-up venture, 
while SAROPA farmers are looking into the 
possibility of making putopao and rice 
macaroons as increased demand during 
the approaching holiday season may arise.

The training is part of the Php 3,269,000 
budget allocated for the DA-SAAD’s 
Upland/Rainfed Rice Production Project for 
FY 2021 in Catanduanes.

DA-SAAD is a locally funded program that 
assists marginalized communities by 
providing agricultural inputs and
capacity-building efforts to encourage 
agricultural and food production, and 
community enterprise development.

Currently, the program serves farmers from 
30 provinces in the Philippines, including 
Catanduanes, Masbate, and Sorsogon in 
the Bicol Region. The program also caters 
to indigenous cultural communities, and 
End Local Communist Armed Conflict 
(ELCAC) areas in the country. ### (Sarah 
Jane Taway)

Agta Tabangnon farmers from 
Sorsogon finish FFS under DA-SAAD

September 13, 2021

SORSOGON, September 10, 2021 – 
Thirty-two (32) farmers belonging to the 
Agta Tabangnon community in Brgy. 
Gimagaan, Donsol Sorsogon completed a 
season-long Farmers’ Field School (FFS) 
on Vegetable Production Technology on 
September 8.

All graduates are members of the 
Gimagaan Indigenous People Farmers’ 
Association (GIPFA), beneficiaries of the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program. 

The FFS is one of the interventions under 
the Social Preparation component of SAAD 
in collaboration with the National 
Commission on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP) 
to ensure readiness on agricultural 
livelihood management and empowerment 
of its beneficiaries. Likewise, this is a 
strategy to strengthen and improve 
beneficiaries’ agricultural knowledge and 
skills in ensuring improved productivity and 
sustainability. 

A combination of lecture and hands-on 

learning, the FFS ran for 12 weeks which 
started on May 28, 2021. Beneficiaries 
gathered every Friday from 6am - 3pm to 
learn the basics of vegetable farming from 
seedling management, soil preparation 
(plowing and tilling), seedbed preparation, 
and Agro-Ecosystem Analysis (AESA) 
including identifying beneficial insects and 
pest insects. 

FFS uses a participatory method of 
learning where participants can exchange 
knowledge and experiences in an 
environment conducive to learning. It 
encourages learning-by-doing, utilizing 
field-based settings for hands-on group 
learning. This fosters and improves 
participants’ skills through observing, 
analysing and trying out their learnings in 
their own fields, contributing to improved 
production and livelihoods (FAO, n.d.).

During the training, the FFS also included 
special topics selected by the farmers such 
as organic concoction making or 
preparation of FPJ (Fermented Plant Juice), 
and FFJ (Fermented Fruit Juice). 

continue to next page

Municipal High Value Crops Development 
Program (HVCDP) Coordinator Sharmie 
Guerrero served as resource person 
assisted by SAAD Area Coordinator of 
Donsol Mark Joven Barja. 

For the hands-on part, the association 
utilized a half hectare vacant lot as a 
training site cum community vegetable 
garden where they planted eggplant, 
pepper, ampalaya, and cucumber. They 
were happy when they sold 17 kilograms 
(kg) of eggplant, which were excess 
harvests after dividing the yield among 
themselves for their families’ consumption.

The graduation ceremonies held at Bgy. 
Gimagaan, Donsol, Sorsogon was honored 
by Dr. Mary Grace Rodriguez, SAAD Bicol 
Action Officer and Chief of the Field 
Operations Division. 

“Magtatapos na kayo ngayon, pero hindi pa 
po ito tapos. Dito pa lang tayo magsisimula. 
Although may mga interventions na 
na-provide before sa inyo, we will still 
provide the farm inputs, farm tools, and 
planting materials para masimulan ninyo na 
after graduation yun pwede nyong gawin 
para i-apply ang natutunan ninyo sa FFS,” 
Dr. Rodriguez quipped.

[You may be graduating (from the FFS) but 
this is not the end of it. This is just the 
beginning. Although there were 
interventions previously provided to all of 
you, we will still provide farm inputs, farm 
tools, and planting materials so you may 
start practicing what you acquired from your 
FFS.]

During the graduation, Dr. Rodriguez 
distributed a total of Php 230,000 worth of 
interventions under the SAAD High-Value 
Crops Development Program (HVCDP) 
comprising of 60 bags of complete fertilizer, 
15 bags of urea, two bags of muriate of 
potash; 30 each of bolos, rakes, trowels, 
hand sprayers, and crates; 20 plastic 
drums, 20 sets of garden tools, 15 garden 
twines, 10 knapsack sprayers, pruning 

shear, and brush cutter. 

In addition, graduates received assorted 
planting materials such as 100 calamansi 
seedlings, 180 taro cuttings, two bags of 
peanut seeds, two bags of ginger, and 10kg 
of assorted vegetables seeds.

Allan L. Magdamit, president of the 
Gimagaan Indigenous Farmers’ 
Association, was grateful for the opportunity 
given to his tribe. 

“Sobra kaming natulungan ng SAAD sa 
pamamagitan ng FFS na ito at naibigay din 
sa amin lahat ng pangangailangan namin 
sa pagtatanim. Sa ngayon po ay marami sa 
barangay namin ay nahihikayat nang 
magtanim. Makaka-asa po ang SAAD na 
hindi masasayang ang mga itinulong ninyo 
sa aming barangay lalo na sa aming mga 
Indigenous Peoples,” Allan shared.

[SAAD greatly helped us through this FFS, 
and by providing all the farming materials 
we need. Because of this, many members 
of our community are encouraged to 
engage in planting. Rest assured, the 
inputs for our barangay, especially us, 
indigenous peoples will not be 
disregarded.]

Also present during the FFS graduation are 
Donsol Municipal Agriculturist Engr. Lindez 
Espada, Bgy. Captain Benjamine M. 
Arellano, Agricultural Program Coordinating 
Officer (APCO) Florentino Ubalde Jr., and 
Engr. Agnes Espinola, OIC Superintendent 
of Regional Dairy Production and 
Tech-Center.

For 2021, SAAD targets to conduct three 
FFS on vegetable production for the 
beneficiaries in Sorsogon, Catanduanes, 
and Masbate. ### (Lovella Guarin)
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September 13, 2021

SORSOGON, September 10, 2021 – 
Thirty-two (32) farmers belonging to the 
Agta Tabangnon community in Brgy. 
Gimagaan, Donsol Sorsogon completed a 
season-long Farmers’ Field School (FFS) 
on Vegetable Production Technology on 
September 8.

All graduates are members of the 
Gimagaan Indigenous People Farmers’ 
Association (GIPFA), beneficiaries of the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program. 

The FFS is one of the interventions under 
the Social Preparation component of SAAD 
in collaboration with the National 
Commission on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP) 
to ensure readiness on agricultural 
livelihood management and empowerment 
of its beneficiaries. Likewise, this is a 
strategy to strengthen and improve 
beneficiaries’ agricultural knowledge and 
skills in ensuring improved productivity and 
sustainability. 

A combination of lecture and hands-on 

learning, the FFS ran for 12 weeks which 
started on May 28, 2021. Beneficiaries 
gathered every Friday from 6am - 3pm to 
learn the basics of vegetable farming from 
seedling management, soil preparation 
(plowing and tilling), seedbed preparation, 
and Agro-Ecosystem Analysis (AESA) 
including identifying beneficial insects and 
pest insects. 

FFS uses a participatory method of 
learning where participants can exchange 
knowledge and experiences in an 
environment conducive to learning. It 
encourages learning-by-doing, utilizing 
field-based settings for hands-on group 
learning. This fosters and improves 
participants’ skills through observing, 
analysing and trying out their learnings in 
their own fields, contributing to improved 
production and livelihoods (FAO, n.d.).

During the training, the FFS also included 
special topics selected by the farmers such 
as organic concoction making or 
preparation of FPJ (Fermented Plant Juice), 
and FFJ (Fermented Fruit Juice). 

Municipal High Value Crops Development 
Program (HVCDP) Coordinator Sharmie 
Guerrero served as resource person 
assisted by SAAD Area Coordinator of 
Donsol Mark Joven Barja. 

For the hands-on part, the association 
utilized a half hectare vacant lot as a 
training site cum community vegetable 
garden where they planted eggplant, 
pepper, ampalaya, and cucumber. They 
were happy when they sold 17 kilograms 
(kg) of eggplant, which were excess 
harvests after dividing the yield among 
themselves for their families’ consumption.

The graduation ceremonies held at Bgy. 
Gimagaan, Donsol, Sorsogon was honored 
by Dr. Mary Grace Rodriguez, SAAD Bicol 
Action Officer and Chief of the Field 
Operations Division. 

“Magtatapos na kayo ngayon, pero hindi pa 
po ito tapos. Dito pa lang tayo magsisimula. 
Although may mga interventions na 
na-provide before sa inyo, we will still 
provide the farm inputs, farm tools, and 
planting materials para masimulan ninyo na 
after graduation yun pwede nyong gawin 
para i-apply ang natutunan ninyo sa FFS,” 
Dr. Rodriguez quipped.

[You may be graduating (from the FFS) but 
this is not the end of it. This is just the 
beginning. Although there were 
interventions previously provided to all of 
you, we will still provide farm inputs, farm 
tools, and planting materials so you may 
start practicing what you acquired from your 
FFS.]

During the graduation, Dr. Rodriguez 
distributed a total of Php 230,000 worth of 
interventions under the SAAD High-Value 
Crops Development Program (HVCDP) 
comprising of 60 bags of complete fertilizer, 
15 bags of urea, two bags of muriate of 
potash; 30 each of bolos, rakes, trowels, 
hand sprayers, and crates; 20 plastic 
drums, 20 sets of garden tools, 15 garden 
twines, 10 knapsack sprayers, pruning 

shear, and brush cutter. 

In addition, graduates received assorted 
planting materials such as 100 calamansi 
seedlings, 180 taro cuttings, two bags of 
peanut seeds, two bags of ginger, and 10kg 
of assorted vegetables seeds.

Allan L. Magdamit, president of the 
Gimagaan Indigenous Farmers’ 
Association, was grateful for the opportunity 
given to his tribe. 

“Sobra kaming natulungan ng SAAD sa 
pamamagitan ng FFS na ito at naibigay din 
sa amin lahat ng pangangailangan namin 
sa pagtatanim. Sa ngayon po ay marami sa 
barangay namin ay nahihikayat nang 
magtanim. Makaka-asa po ang SAAD na 
hindi masasayang ang mga itinulong ninyo 
sa aming barangay lalo na sa aming mga 
Indigenous Peoples,” Allan shared.

[SAAD greatly helped us through this FFS, 
and by providing all the farming materials 
we need. Because of this, many members 
of our community are encouraged to 
engage in planting. Rest assured, the 
inputs for our barangay, especially us, 
indigenous peoples will not be 
disregarded.]

Also present during the FFS graduation are 
Donsol Municipal Agriculturist Engr. Lindez 
Espada, Bgy. Captain Benjamine M. 
Arellano, Agricultural Program Coordinating 
Officer (APCO) Florentino Ubalde Jr., and 
Engr. Agnes Espinola, OIC Superintendent 
of Regional Dairy Production and 
Tech-Center.

For 2021, SAAD targets to conduct three 
FFS on vegetable production for the 
beneficiaries in Sorsogon, Catanduanes, 
and Masbate. ### (Lovella Guarin)

Bohol farmers venture into vegetable 
processing and value-adding

September 13, 2021

BOHOL, September 8, 2021 – 
Representatives of 9 farmers’ associations 
in Bohol and 9 trainers of the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
in Region 7 were equipped on vegetable 
processing and value-adding from August 
25 to 26. The activity was conducted in 
partnership with the Federated Rural 
Improvement Club (FRIC) of Lila, Bohol. 

The associations are Cantores SAAD 
Farmers Association (45 members), Lubang 
Small-Scale Vegetable Farmers Association 
(45 members), Nueva Montaña SAAD 
Farmers Association (45 members), Taytay 
SAAD Farmers Association (45 members), 
Cabasakan Farmers Association (45 
members), Saguise SAAD Farmers 
Association (45 members), Poblacion 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
Farmers Association, San Jose Young 
SAAD Farmers Organization (45 members), 
and Campamanog Carabao and Vegetables 
Farmers Association (45 members). They 
are from the municipalities of Buenavista, 
Getafe, Bien Unido, and Pres. Carlos P. 
Garcia.

“The activity is essential for the 
development of community enterprises by 
the SAAD-assisted associations since the 
income from the raw and fresh vegetables 

is minimal. Participating in value-adding 
activities will help earn extra income,” said 
SAAD Bohol Provincial Focal Leonila Gono.

The trainers and farmers learned the 
techniques in processing vegetables into 
squash noodles, squash fresh miki, garlic 
and barbeque-flavored squash chips, 
vegetable pickles, veggie balls (alternative 
to fish balls), banana cheese balls, banana 
cake, and camote cheese rolls. 

The raw materials for the products came 
from the livelihood project implemented by 
the program. SAAD Region 7 has allocated 
a total budget of Php 8,357,470 for the 
vegetable production project in Bohol in 
2021.

SAAD Bohol provincial office plans to link 
the assisted associations to other partner 
government agencies such as the 
Department of Trade and Industry and 
Department of Science and Technology to 
widen their knowledge in venturing into 
agribusiness, value-adding, and food 
safety.

SAAD Bohol also targets to educate other 
farmers in Mabini, Bohol in the last week of 
September in partnership with the Mabini 
Federated RIC. ### (Jolina Daño and 
Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)
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September 13, 2021

SORSOGON, September 10, 2021 – 
Thirty-two (32) farmers belonging to the 
Agta Tabangnon community in Brgy. 
Gimagaan, Donsol Sorsogon completed a 
season-long Farmers’ Field School (FFS) 
on Vegetable Production Technology on 
September 8.

All graduates are members of the 
Gimagaan Indigenous People Farmers’ 
Association (GIPFA), beneficiaries of the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program. 

The FFS is one of the interventions under 
the Social Preparation component of SAAD 
in collaboration with the National 
Commission on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP) 
to ensure readiness on agricultural 
livelihood management and empowerment 
of its beneficiaries. Likewise, this is a 
strategy to strengthen and improve 
beneficiaries’ agricultural knowledge and 
skills in ensuring improved productivity and 
sustainability. 

A combination of lecture and hands-on 

learning, the FFS ran for 12 weeks which 
started on May 28, 2021. Beneficiaries 
gathered every Friday from 6am - 3pm to 
learn the basics of vegetable farming from 
seedling management, soil preparation 
(plowing and tilling), seedbed preparation, 
and Agro-Ecosystem Analysis (AESA) 
including identifying beneficial insects and 
pest insects. 

FFS uses a participatory method of 
learning where participants can exchange 
knowledge and experiences in an 
environment conducive to learning. It 
encourages learning-by-doing, utilizing 
field-based settings for hands-on group 
learning. This fosters and improves 
participants’ skills through observing, 
analysing and trying out their learnings in 
their own fields, contributing to improved 
production and livelihoods (FAO, n.d.).

During the training, the FFS also included 
special topics selected by the farmers such 
as organic concoction making or 
preparation of FPJ (Fermented Plant Juice), 
and FFJ (Fermented Fruit Juice). 

Municipal High Value Crops Development 
Program (HVCDP) Coordinator Sharmie 
Guerrero served as resource person 
assisted by SAAD Area Coordinator of 
Donsol Mark Joven Barja. 

For the hands-on part, the association 
utilized a half hectare vacant lot as a 
training site cum community vegetable 
garden where they planted eggplant, 
pepper, ampalaya, and cucumber. They 
were happy when they sold 17 kilograms 
(kg) of eggplant, which were excess 
harvests after dividing the yield among 
themselves for their families’ consumption.

The graduation ceremonies held at Bgy. 
Gimagaan, Donsol, Sorsogon was honored 
by Dr. Mary Grace Rodriguez, SAAD Bicol 
Action Officer and Chief of the Field 
Operations Division. 

“Magtatapos na kayo ngayon, pero hindi pa 
po ito tapos. Dito pa lang tayo magsisimula. 
Although may mga interventions na 
na-provide before sa inyo, we will still 
provide the farm inputs, farm tools, and 
planting materials para masimulan ninyo na 
after graduation yun pwede nyong gawin 
para i-apply ang natutunan ninyo sa FFS,” 
Dr. Rodriguez quipped.

[You may be graduating (from the FFS) but 
this is not the end of it. This is just the 
beginning. Although there were 
interventions previously provided to all of 
you, we will still provide farm inputs, farm 
tools, and planting materials so you may 
start practicing what you acquired from your 
FFS.]

During the graduation, Dr. Rodriguez 
distributed a total of Php 230,000 worth of 
interventions under the SAAD High-Value 
Crops Development Program (HVCDP) 
comprising of 60 bags of complete fertilizer, 
15 bags of urea, two bags of muriate of 
potash; 30 each of bolos, rakes, trowels, 
hand sprayers, and crates; 20 plastic 
drums, 20 sets of garden tools, 15 garden 
twines, 10 knapsack sprayers, pruning 

shear, and brush cutter. 

In addition, graduates received assorted 
planting materials such as 100 calamansi 
seedlings, 180 taro cuttings, two bags of 
peanut seeds, two bags of ginger, and 10kg 
of assorted vegetables seeds.

Allan L. Magdamit, president of the 
Gimagaan Indigenous Farmers’ 
Association, was grateful for the opportunity 
given to his tribe. 

“Sobra kaming natulungan ng SAAD sa 
pamamagitan ng FFS na ito at naibigay din 
sa amin lahat ng pangangailangan namin 
sa pagtatanim. Sa ngayon po ay marami sa 
barangay namin ay nahihikayat nang 
magtanim. Makaka-asa po ang SAAD na 
hindi masasayang ang mga itinulong ninyo 
sa aming barangay lalo na sa aming mga 
Indigenous Peoples,” Allan shared.

[SAAD greatly helped us through this FFS, 
and by providing all the farming materials 
we need. Because of this, many members 
of our community are encouraged to 
engage in planting. Rest assured, the 
inputs for our barangay, especially us, 
indigenous peoples will not be 
disregarded.]

Also present during the FFS graduation are 
Donsol Municipal Agriculturist Engr. Lindez 
Espada, Bgy. Captain Benjamine M. 
Arellano, Agricultural Program Coordinating 
Officer (APCO) Florentino Ubalde Jr., and 
Engr. Agnes Espinola, OIC Superintendent 
of Regional Dairy Production and 
Tech-Center.

For 2021, SAAD targets to conduct three 
FFS on vegetable production for the 
beneficiaries in Sorsogon, Catanduanes, 
and Masbate. ### (Lovella Guarin)

September 4, 2021

NEGROS OCCIDENTAL, September 3, 
2021 – On August 27 and September 1, 
40 members of Menchaca, Malanog, Dolis 
Farmers’ Association (MMDFA) were 
equipped with knowledge in Coffee 
Production and Processing and 
capacitating farmers in project 
management.

Under FY 2021, the group is identified as 
beneficiary of the Php 540,960 Coffee 
Production Project of the Department of 
Agriculture’s Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program.

The inputs include 80 coffee seedlings of 
robusta variety, 2,400 bags of inorganic 
fertilizer, 1,200 bags of urea, 600 bags of 
organic fertilizer, and every piece of 
equipment they need for farming coffee.

About the training

Marjo Balinas, Agriculturist II and Provincial 
Coordinator for Coffee from the Office of 
the Provincial Agriculturist (OPA), 
discussed modern coffee production 
techniques which include three phases.

For the first phase, the farmers were taught 
on proper planting of coffee, nursery 
establishment, and farm maintenance such 
as proper pruning, application of fertilizer, 
pesticide, and fungicide as well as 
monitoring of abnormalities that the plants 
may incur from pests and diseases.

In the second phase, Mr. Balinas discussed 
harvesting, drying, roasting, and grinding of 
coffee beans.

For the third phase, farmers were trained on 
simple barista, packaging, and labelling as 
well as strategies on marketing and display 
of products to different agricultural events.

“Ang vital role sang training amo ang 
makabalo ang mga farmers sang proper 
way of planting sang kape. We are 
enhancing their knowledge para indi nila 
mapabay-an ang coffee production project 
nga ginhatag sa ila sang SAAD… Until 
such time makabunga ang ila kape kag 
makahatag sa ila sang income-generating 
livelihood,” said Mr. Balinas.

(The vital role of the training was to equip 
farmers with the knowledge on the proper 
way of planting coffee. We are enhancing 
their knowledge so they could take good 
care of the coffee production project they 
received from the SAAD… Until such time 
that their coffee would bear fruit and would 
give them an income-generating 
livelihood.)

The OPA coffee expert also reminded the 
beneficiaries that planting coffee seedlings 
should be done during the cloudy days, in 

Coffee production and processing skills, 
40 NegOcc farmers equipped

June through August, during the wet 
season. He said that farmers should avoid 
planting seedlings when the conditions are 
windy or hot and dry or during the hottest 
time of the day.

MMDFA commitment

Elna Dayanan, MMDFA President, said they 
were inspired to grow the crop after seeing 
the bright potential of coffee in both global 
and local markets, plus the growing 
consumption among young people 
nowadays.

According to Ms. Dayanan, at least 12 of 
her members already planted their coffee 
seedlings in their respective farms which 
are about 300 square meters each. The 
remaining beneficiaries, meanwhile, are set 
to plant their seedlings in mid-September.

“Dako ang amon pasalamat na naapil kami 
sa programa sang SAAD dinhi sa amon 
asosasyon. Ang paghatag sa amon sang 
coffee planting materials ug sang mga 
fertilizers dako gid mahatag nga hinabang 
sa amon… Usa ka opportunity nga 
ginhatag sa amon nga maapil kami sa 
training para mapalambo namin ang amon 
nahibaw-an,” said Ms. Dayanan.

(We are very thankful that our association 
was included in the SAAD program. The 
provision of coffee seedlings, planting 
materials and fertilizers would be a great 
help to us. It was also a great opportunity 

for us to be able to participate in the 
training so we could enhance our 
knowledge)

To note, MMDFA has 60 registered 
members, 40 of whom got selected to 
partake in the SAAD’s Coffee Production 
Project. The selection process, according to 
Ms. Dayanan, involves an assessment of 
each member’s capability to manage the 
coffee production such as the readiness of 
their farms.

Coffee Production in Negros Occidental

Over the years, Negros Occidental’s coffee 
industry continues to flourish. The richness 
of the soil and suitable climate in the area 
have produced many coffee processing 
enterprises in the province which are 
already benefiting with an assured market 
for their coffee products.

Based on OPA’s data, roasted ground 
coffee is usually priced around 
Php 400/kilogram (kg). For every one 
hectare of productive coffee trees, farmers 
can produce about 400-500kg of first-class 
Robusta green coffee beans (GCB), which 
they could sell at Php 160/kg.

At an average production of 500kg per 
hectare, the farmers can receive an income 
of Php 80,000 for sorted GCB. ### (Christ 
John Gamarcha)
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BOHOL, August 25, 2021 – The 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program in Bohol equipped 17 technicians 
to train 300 beneficiaries of the 2021 
Integrated Carabao Production at Reynas 
the Haven Garden, Tagbilaran City, Bohol 
from August 12 to 13.

The technicians were from five SAAD 
covered areas, Buenavista (2), Getafe (2), 
Bien Unido (1), Mabini (1), and Carlos P. 
Garcia (1); Office of the Provincial 
Agriculturist (1); and SAAD provincial staff 
(9). Also present in the training were SAAD 
Bohol Focal Person Ms. Leonila G. Gono 
and APCO Bohol Mr. Roman M. Dabalos.

Ubay Stock Farm Veterinarian Ma. Maureen 
M. Manito emphasized the need to take 
extra care of the carabao from providing 
shelter up to ensuring proper nutrition as 
this will guarantee productivity.

She discussed the industry of the animal as 

well as ways to handle, manage, and breed 
it. Deworming and vaccination were also 
taught to maintain the health of the 
carabaos.

Meanwhile, Ubay Stock Farm Science 
Research Specialist I Mr. Jose Edu A. 
Escudero discussed the importance of 
managing feeding, forage, and animal 
health care.

The 2021 Integrated Carabao production 
project under SAAD livestock program has 
a total budget of Php 11,093,610 for 
intervention which included drugs and 
biologics, plow, and carabao.

The project aims to reduce farm production 
cost per cropping season by no longer 
hiring draft animals for farm operation and 
to generate extra income from milk and 
other by-products.

The training of farmers will be conducted at 
the municipal level prior to the distribution 
of 300 carabaos. ### (Jolina Daño and 
Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)

17 technicians set to train 300 SAAD 
farmers on carabao production

Canlaon City farmers receive cattle 
raising project, meat processing training

August 27, 2021

NEGROS ORIENTAL, August 27, 2021 – 
The Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program in Negros Oriental 
delivered 30 male cattle worth Php 875,000 
to three farmers’ associations from Canlaon 
City after participating in meat processing 
training.

Barangay Bucalan Farmers and Irrigators 
Association (BAFFIA), Barangay Budlasan 
Agri-Farm Family Irrigators Association 
(BuFIA), and Barangay Masulog 
Agro-Forestry Farmers Association 
(MAFFA) received 10 cattle each on August 
26.

Before the distribution of intervention, the 
recipients also attended the Capability 
Enhancement on Cattle Meat Processing 
Training on August 12 at Mountain City 
Tourist Inn, Poblacion.

The training helped the farmers enhance 
their skills in cattle meat value-addition to 
support their enterprise ventures.

“Naka tabang ang training sa among 

panginabuhian. Kung anaa na mi igong 
capital nga na pundar, naa nami kahibalo 
sa mga skills nga pwede namo magamit,” 
shared Bucalan Farmers and Irrigators 
Association member Milaflor Bariga.

(The training helped us with our livelihood. 
When we have enough saved for the 
capital, we will practice this method using 
our skills in selling our products.)

Provincial Veterinary Office Chief 
Operations Officer Erlinda Vilan shared her 
experiences on starting small in processing 
meat products like tocino and chorizo, 
which she started doing when she was 15 
years old.

She said, “Kung ang tawong tapulan, bisan 
unsa pay skills ihatag, kung di iapply sa 
kinabuhi, useless gihapon“.

(If a person is lazy, given that he/she is 
gifted with skills, if they are not applied and 
practiced, then they are useless.)

The beneficiaries made beef patties and 
beef tapa during the training. ### (Jolina 
Daño)
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60 Siquijor farmers receive human resource 
management, financial literacy training

August 27, 2021

SIQUIJOR, August 27, 2021 – The 
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program in Region 7 conducted a four-day 
training on Human Resource Management 
and Financial Literacy for 60 beneficiaries 
in Gabayan and Campalanas, Lazi, 
Siquijor.

The activity was first conducted at the 
Gabayan Covered Court, Gabayan from 
August 3 to 4 and then at Campalanas 
Chapel, Campalanas from August 5 to 6.

Basic financial literacy and human resource 
management were introduced to farmers, 
which will help them effectively manage 
money and manpower for their agricultural 
enterprises.

Agricultural Center Chief-III of 
DA-Provincial Agricultural Technology 
Coordinating Office (PATCO) Siquijor and 
DA-Siquijor Research and Development 
Center (DA-SRDC) head Gregolito E. 
Bunado expressed his hopes that the 
farmers will apply their learnings from the 
training to help them with their goals.

“At the end of the training, we hope that the 
farmers will have a clear understanding of 
basic financial terms and concepts so that 
they can make effective decisions about 
their finances. During the training, we also 
emphasized the importance of farm 
record-keeping in entrepreneurship,” 
shared Provincial Coordinator Agnes 
Guanella M. Café.

Claire Fits Tinay, a corn-peanut farmer 
from Lower Cabangcalan, thanked the 
implementers for conducting the training. 
She believes it will help them in their daily 
lives and livelihood.

“Da�ang s�amat sa 
DA-SAAD, sa training n� 
�hatag n�a ka namo. Kini amo 
kining ma�m� sa adlaw-
adlaw n� pan�n�uhi 
kanamo (Thank you so much to 
DA-SAAD for providing us with training. 
This will help us in our daily living and with 
our livelihood)”, she said.

Aside from the training in which the farmers 
are in deepest gratitude, Dragon Fruit 
Pioneer Producers Association of Siquijor 
member Lenilla Suan also thanked the 
SAAD Program for the interventions they 
received.

Suan and other training participants from 
barangays Gabayan, Lower Cabangcalan, 
and Campalanas were provided livelihood 
projects for the production of corn, peanut, 
dragon fruit, upgraded goat, and upgraded 
cattle.

DA-SAAD Region 7 in Siquijor already 
delivered Corn-Peanut Production Project 
inputs from 2018 to 2020 where each of the 
41 farmers received Php 26,929.75 worth of 
inputs.

In 2019, 8 dragon fruit farmers each 
received Php 225,698 worth of 
interventions under the FY 2018 budget.

In January 2020, each of the four farmers 
received Php 54,599 worth of interventions 
for goats while 6 farmers received 
Php 40,000 worth of cattle each. ### 
(Jolina Daño)
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KALINGA, August 25, 2021 – The Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program launched a Farmer Livestock 
School in Balbalan, Kalinga for 90 swine 
raisers in support of the Department of 
Agriculture’s (DA) repopulation program.

The school is a four-session training 
conducted by livestock experts Dr. 
Leonardo Damian (Kalinga Veterinarian IV) 
and Dr. Florencio Wanason (Kalinga, 
Livestock Inspector II). It focuses on 
increasing swine offspring through 
management and nutrition.

As a policy, 10 farmers from each of the 9 
SAAD farmers’ cooperatives and 
associations (FCA) were initially selected 
as first-in-line beneficiaries due to the 
limited funds from budget realignment to 
prioritize swine production in Balbalan, 
Pasil, and Tanudan.

During the training, only 50 representatives 
from the FCAs were accommodated to 
comply with current health protocols. A 
re-echoing of lessons will be conducted to 
the remaining beneficiaries.

The farmers also received around Php 3 
million worth of hog supplies comprising 
feeds, boosters, vitamins, biologics, and 
personal protective equipment (PPE) for the 
program.

The supplies for each beneficiary include 6 
bags each of gestating feeds, 6 bags of 
lactating feeds, four bags of booster feeds, 
five bags of pre-starter feeds, and biologics 
such as iron supplement, multivitamins, 
and dewormer.

The PPE includes a scrub suit and boots as 
tools to execute biosecurity measures.

Localized swine repopulation program in 
Kalinga

Swine production under the SAAD’s 
Support Swine Repopulation Program 
will follow a roll-over scheme and undergo 
close and consistent monitoring to ensure 
the safety and sustainability of the 
interventions.

Cordillera Administrative Region (CAR) 
pioneer-beneficiaries of the program will 
receive support through feed subsidy and 
teaching sessions with swine experts to 
guide beneficiaries on effective and safe 
maintenance of the project.

The roll-over scheme obligates the 
first-in-line beneficiaries to turn over two 
piglets to the next-in-line members of their 
respective groups. Each piglet will be 
provided with a bag of starter feeds, which 
are also funded by the SAAD Program.

SAAD CAR Operations Officer Balag-ey 
Claver, in his message, shared how the 
three municipalities became the recipients 
of the SAAD swine repopulation. He said, 
“Daytuy nga consepto iti panagpaadu ti 
babuy ket first time nga aramiden tayu ket 
agyamanak ta dituy ili ti Balbalan ti umana 
nga mangaramid ken dakayu nga nga 
SAAD areas (Pasil and Tanudan). Gapu ta 
dakayu ti umuna nga SAAD areas, dakayu 
met ti naaddaan ti babuy nga intervention 
ket makitami nga adda pagprogresuwan ti 
babuy isu nga kuna mi i-repop tayu man 
dayta.”

[This concept of swine repopulation is a 
first for us and I am thankful that it is here 
in Balbalan where this is to be implemented 
together with the other first SAAD areas 
(Pasil and Tanudan). Since you were the 
first SAAD areas, you were also the pioneer 
recipients of swine intervention and we see 
the progress in your production, hence, we 

DA-SAAD launches school for 
swine production in Balbalan, Kalinga 

thought of repopulating them.]

Pasil, Tanudan, and Balbalan were the first 
SAAD areas in Kalinga that received swine 
production inputs in 2019 before the African 
Swine Fever (ASF) outbreak.

The remaining ASF-free areas, while 
implementing a roll-over scheme, 
recorded a sufficient number of sows for 
repopulation.

SAAD Agriculturist Marjorie Casilla said it 
is a high indicator for the areas’ eligibility 
for the program.

Participating FCAs include Pugong SAAD 
Organization, Omawilan Organization, 
Cagaluan Agriculturist Association, and 
Guina-ang Pasil Farmers Association of 
Pasil; Gubang Tribe Farmers Association, 
Maling Agricultural and Fisheries 
Organization, SAAD Dao-angan Farmers 
Association, and YMabaca Farmers 
Association of Balbalan; and Mabaca 
Bumaruan Farmers Association of Tanudan.

All are SAAD-established FCAs that started 
in 2019, except the Guina-ang Pasil 
Farmers Association and YMabaca Farmers 
Association.

Farmer Livestock School (FLS) 

The FLS training seeks to aid farmers in 

managing their swine projects to be more 
productive and bio-secured.

Local agriculture arms of the municipalities 
are at the forefront of monitoring and 
information campaign initiatives.

Dr. Leonardo Damian shared that the DA 
seeks to provide all assistance needed to 
capacitate local swine raisers and improve 
pork supply in the country. The localized 
efforts should address awareness of the 
beneficiaries and encourage public-private 
efforts in revitalizing the industry.

Dr. Damian is also part of the monitoring 
team to ensure the success and 
sustainability of the project.

The event was facilitated by the SAAD 
team led by Agricultural Program 
Coordinating Officer (APCO) Kalinga 
Bentres P. Goyo in coordination with 
partner LGUs.

Kalinga LGU was represented Balbalan 
House Representative Allen Mangaoang, 
Tanudan Executive Secretary Alex 
Ladwingon, Balbalan Agricultural 
Technician Arnold Realce, Tanudan SAAD 
Focal Person Salvador Balicao, and 
Balbalan Proper Brgy. Captain Laureano 
Lingbawan. ### (Sheena Phine 
Pisco-Dayagon)
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OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, August 23, 
2021 – Twenty-five (25) beneficiaries of the 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(SAAD) Program from Occidental Mindoro 
participated in the two-day Technical 
Training on Organizational Management.

The SAAD Program of the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) in partnership with the 
Magsaysay Local Government Unit (LGU) 
through the Municipal Agriculture Office 
(MAO) conducted the event from August 11 
to 12.

The training participants are 
representatives from five SAAD 
associations in Magsaysay, namely: 
Sipag at Tiyaga: Wood Vinegar Farmers 
Association (STWV FA), Calawag Service 
Provider Association (CSPA), Unlad-Kita 
Laste Farmers Association (UKL FA), 
Calawag Mushroom Association (CMA), 
and Poultry Calawag Association (PCA).

SAAD Regional Technical Director Elmer T. 
Ferry welcomed the participants in the 

training, where they learned financial 
management, marketing strategies, and 
proper management of their associations 
which are rudiments of successful 
association operations.

DA Farms and Fisheries Clustering and 
Consolidation Program (F2C2) Marketing 
Specialist Rustom M. Gonzaga discussed 
marketing strategies and encouraged the 
farmers to join hands with the youth in 
promoting their products online, taking 
advantage of their wide access to social 
media to broaden their market.

Mr. Gonzaga also demonstrated a SWOT 
(Strength, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and 
Threats) analysis to help the participants 
structure strategies and plans to strengthen 
their associations.

Meanwhile, F2C2 Project Development 
Officer Ruben B. Pagirigan taught the 
participants about basic accounting and 
financial records. 

Pagirigan emphasized the importance of 
creating organized financial statements as 
it is one of the major requirements for 
receiving grants from the government and 
private organizations.

Lastly, Engr. Ferry shared the vital elements 
of a strong and successful association 
which include management capability, 
organizational strength and viability, and 
leadership effectiveness.

“Nagkakaisa at nagtutulungan ang 
miyembro ng aming samahan pero hindi pa 
rin maiiwasan na magkaroon ng mga 
problema. Pero mainam na nagkaroon ng 
ganitong pagsasanay para maipaliwanag 
sa amin bilang isang samahan ang dapat 
naming gawin para malapgpasan (ang mga 

pagsubok) at mapaunlad ang aming 
samahan,” said Linda Masangkay, 
chairperson of PCA.

[Members of our group are united and are 
working together but challenges are 
unavoidable. It is helpful that there is 
training such as this to know, as a group, 
what we need to do for us to overcome 
challenges and improve our association.]
Members of the associations were 
encouraged to turn their groups into 
cooperatives as it will bring opportunities 
and access to relevant assistance from the 
government, as well as tax exemptions 
(Philippine Cooperative Code of 2008). ### 
(Dianne Francis Sy)
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KALINGA, August 24, 2021 – The 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program in Kalinga, in partnership with the 
municipal local government unit (LGU) of 
Pinukpuk, conducted a carabao rearing 
training for the Indigenous People (IP) 
farmers of Pinukpuk on August 13.

The activity aims to capacitate participants 
with proper techniques on production and 
herd management for SAAD’s FY 2021 
Carabao Production Project worth 
Php 460,000.

Thirty out of the 240 IP farmers, who are 
members of Ba-ay Farmers SAAD 
Organization (BFSO), YLimos SAAD 
Farmers Organization (YSFO), and 
Bonnong Timpuyog Organization (BTO), 
each received four carabaos on August 6.

Carabaos are important because they are 
often used as draft animals and have the 
potential for meat production. They can also 
be a source of meat for community events.

Pinukpuk Municipal Agriculturist (MA) 
Dr. Eunice Belloza discussed farm and herd 
management, breeding, and proper health 
care of the animals.

The ideas and experiences of farmers on 
the traditional animal husbandry and the 
implications of their culture and beliefs 
affecting farm management were talked 
about, which was linked to a science-based 
management scheme.

The forum also allowed participants to air 
concerns on carabao production.

“Gapu iti daytuy nga training, naikkan kami 
ti idea nu kasanu nga mapasayaat ti 
panagtaraken ti nuwang ken 

panag-implementar daytuy nga proyekto 
para iti pagsayaatan ti grupo mi,” shared 
Mr. Luis Ambona of YSFO on the 
significance of the undertaking.

[Through this training, we were given ideas 
on how to improve our carabao production 
and on the implementation of projects for 
the betterment of our group.]

Dr. Belloza advised participants to seek 
technical assistance in case problems on 
production arise.

Mowanah Marie Jovellanos, Community 
Development Officer assigned in the 
municipality, also discussed the insurance 
processing for animals and farmers through 
the Philippine Crop Insurance Corporation 
(PCIC).

About the associations

BFSO, YSFO, and BTO belong to one 
subtribe of the Kalinga, the YLimos which 
is part of the SAAD expansion-barangays 
for FY 2021.

Aside from the carabao production project, 
they also received SAAD’s Fruit Trees and 
Poultry Production Project.

The groups will receive rambutan and 
lanzones seedlings with fertilizers, 
Muscovy duck with rice bran, corn grits, 
and feeds, drum, knapsack sprayer, poultry 
net, pruning shear, and brush cutter.

They will also continuously receive training 
and workshops for production needs and 
marketing.

The SAAD Program will also facilitate them 
in establishing a community enterprise to 
help beneficiaries increase their income. 
### (Sheena Phine Pisco-Dayagon)

IP farmers in Pinukpuk, Kalinga 
educated on carabao management
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(Dianne Francis Sy)

SAAD Bohol equips trainers on vegetable, 
calamansi production, organic farming

August 10, 2021

BOHOL, August 10, 2021 – The 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program in Bohol equipped 22 technicians 
to train 1,050 recipients of the Calamansi 
Production, Vermicomposting and 
Vermiculture Production.

The training activity was conducted at the 
Reynas the Havens and Garden, Cogon, 
Tagbilaran City, Bohol from July 27 to 29, 
2021.

“This hands-on training is very essential for 
our farmers, especially as the SAAD 
program ends in 2022,” shared Mr. Ian H. 
Egam, SAAD Bohol Provincial Coordinator.

He added, “The provided project 
intervention, coupled with our technical 
assistance, will help them have a 
sustainable food production for their 
families and community.”

The 3-day training was participated by 
22 individuals; 5 selected SAAD 
farmer-leaders and representatives, 7 
technicians from SAAD-covered local 
government units (LGUs), a technician from 
the Office of the Provincial Agriculture, 8 
SAAD provincial staff, and a participant 
from Provincial Agriculture Technology 
Coordinating Office (PATCO) – Bohol.

3-day training of trainers

DA Bohol Experiment Station (BES) Retired 
Farm Superintendent II Mr. Domingo M. 
Oponda is the resource speaker for 
calamansi production. Among the highlights 
of the lecture on the first day of the training 
are Nursery Establishment and 
Management, Methods of Planting, 
Propagation, Lay-outing, and Cultural 
Management Practices of Calamansi.

A field visit and practicum at the 
Bohol-Agricultural Promotion Center (APC) 
was held where calamansi propagation 
(marcotting, grafting, and budding) and 
lay-outing using the 4×4 planting distance 
with the quincunx, square, and triangular 
methods were demonstrated.

“Calamansi is the best plant in the citrus 
family which can give a higher income to 
the farmers compared to other varieties. 
The farmers can generate income from the 
fruits, while the plant itself can be 
propagated and sold,” emphasized Mr. 
Oponda.

On the second day, the trainors learned 
about organic farming to support vegetable 
production in the province. PATCO Bohol 
Organic Agriculture Focal Person, 
Emmanuel Udtohan, gave the lecture on 
vermicomposting and vermiculture, while 
Bohol – APC Senior Research Specialist I 
Alfie R. Nuez taught the Natural Farming 
Technology System and Production of 
organic concoctions.

The participants applied their acquired 
knowledge by making different organic 
concoctions such as indigenous 
microorganisms, fermented fruit juice, 
fermented plant juice, fermented seaweed, 
fish amino acid, and organic herbal 
nutrients on the third day of training.

In FY 2021, SAAD Region 7 allocated a 
total budget of Php 8,357,470 for Vegetable 
Production where calamansi is part of the 
said intervention in Bohol. It targets to 
assist 1,050 farmers in planting 18,000 
calamansi on 28.8 hectares estimated area 
of production. ### (Jolina Daño and 
Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)

August 6, 2021

KALINGA, August 5, 2021 – Ninety swine 
raisers from 9 farmers’ cooperatives and 
associations of the Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program in 
Kalinga received intensified educational 
campaign sessions on farm biosecurity 
measures to combat African Swine Fever 
(ASF).

With the shortage of pork supply in the 
province due to the spread of the ASF virus, 
Kalinga devised the SAAD Support Swine 
Repopulation Program to address shortage 
issues at the barangay level.

The beneficiaries were identified to partake 
in the swine repopulation program. Aside 
from the training, they will receive hog 
supplies worth Php 30,000 per beneficiary.

In his message, Balbalan Proper Barangay 
Councilor Elmo Anniban lauded the effort of 
the SAAD Program saying, “Hadin 
inbinsa-binsa da kadatako amin, laglagipon 
tako ta inyooy da na on man piyaon tako. 
Kan nu manprogress taku unna un 
production si bolok, tulongan tako kuma 

nan kamyembroan tako.”

[May we also take note of the guidelines 
shared with us because this is also for our 
benefit. And if we succeed with our swine 
production, I hope that you also help your 
co-members (of the group)].

The localized farmers’ coaching sessions 
were conducted from July 7-22 at 6 different 
areas in Pasil and Balbalan, seeking to 
increase awareness and encourage 
beneficiaries to observe the biosecurity of 
farms and respond to the concerns of the 
communities.

DA – Cordillera Administrative Region 
(CAR) Agriculturist Marjorie Casilla 
reiterated farm biosecurity as the simplest 
and best defense method against ASF.

Ms. Casilla introduced the Bantay ASF sa 
Barangay (BABay ASF) program of the DA 
and enumerated the necessary measures in 
achieving a bio-secured swine production.

The fundamentals of biosecurity measures 
include a) avoiding going to swine areas 
with ASF cases; b) avoiding feeding your 
pigs with any leftover foods; c) always 
using PPEs such as boots and scrub suits 
when entering the production area; d) 
limiting the entry of individuals (such as 
buyers and other animals) and possible 
source of virus in the area; e) installing a 
footbath at the entrance of production area; 
and f) prohibiting the purchase of any pork 
products online.

“Let’s do this little by little until we fully 
implement the biosecurity and may this 
practice be done continuously, not only for 
the duration of the project,” Ms. Casilla 
advised.

Wilhelmina Bonggawen, a beneficiary from 
Balbalan, shared her gratitude for the 
conduct of the activity.

“Dakkel nga yaman mi unay nga immay 
dagiti naggapu region ken province nga 
apan tumulong kadakami tapnu agsuccess 
ti intervention (swine) nga inted da 
kadakami, maslalo kanyami nga sangapulo 
nga napili para ti swine repopulation,” said 
Ms. Bonggawen.

[We are very thankful to the regional and 
provincial staff for coming here to help for 
the success of the interventions given to us, 
especially with us 10 identified 
beneficiaries of swine repopulation.] ### 
(Sheena Phine B. Pisco-Dayagon)
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August 26, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, August 23, 
2021 – Twenty-five (25) beneficiaries of the 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(SAAD) Program from Occidental Mindoro 
participated in the two-day Technical 
Training on Organizational Management.

The SAAD Program of the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) in partnership with the 
Magsaysay Local Government Unit (LGU) 
through the Municipal Agriculture Office 
(MAO) conducted the event from August 11 
to 12.

The training participants are 
representatives from five SAAD 
associations in Magsaysay, namely: 
Sipag at Tiyaga: Wood Vinegar Farmers 
Association (STWV FA), Calawag Service 
Provider Association (CSPA), Unlad-Kita 
Laste Farmers Association (UKL FA), 
Calawag Mushroom Association (CMA), 
and Poultry Calawag Association (PCA).

SAAD Regional Technical Director Elmer T. 
Ferry welcomed the participants in the 

training, where they learned financial 
management, marketing strategies, and 
proper management of their associations 
which are rudiments of successful 
association operations.

DA Farms and Fisheries Clustering and 
Consolidation Program (F2C2) Marketing 
Specialist Rustom M. Gonzaga discussed 
marketing strategies and encouraged the 
farmers to join hands with the youth in 
promoting their products online, taking 
advantage of their wide access to social 
media to broaden their market.

Mr. Gonzaga also demonstrated a SWOT 
(Strength, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and 
Threats) analysis to help the participants 
structure strategies and plans to strengthen 
their associations.

Meanwhile, F2C2 Project Development 
Officer Ruben B. Pagirigan taught the 
participants about basic accounting and 
financial records. 

Pagirigan emphasized the importance of 
creating organized financial statements as 
it is one of the major requirements for 
receiving grants from the government and 
private organizations.

Lastly, Engr. Ferry shared the vital elements 
of a strong and successful association 
which include management capability, 
organizational strength and viability, and 
leadership effectiveness.

“Nagkakaisa at nagtutulungan ang 
miyembro ng aming samahan pero hindi pa 
rin maiiwasan na magkaroon ng mga 
problema. Pero mainam na nagkaroon ng 
ganitong pagsasanay para maipaliwanag 
sa amin bilang isang samahan ang dapat 
naming gawin para malapgpasan (ang mga 

pagsubok) at mapaunlad ang aming 
samahan,” said Linda Masangkay, 
chairperson of PCA.

[Members of our group are united and are 
working together but challenges are 
unavoidable. It is helpful that there is 
training such as this to know, as a group, 
what we need to do for us to overcome 
challenges and improve our association.]
Members of the associations were 
encouraged to turn their groups into 
cooperatives as it will bring opportunities 
and access to relevant assistance from the 
government, as well as tax exemptions 
(Philippine Cooperative Code of 2008). ### 
(Dianne Francis Sy)

August 10, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, August 9, 
2021 – The Department of Agriculture – 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program conducted a technical 
training on Layer Chicken Raising for 
Concepcion Pangkabuhayan Association in 
barangay Concepcion, Kalawit, Zamboanga 
del Norte.

The training gathered 43 members of the 
association on July 22 to capacitate them in 
project and financial management.

One of the resource speakers, Pilmico 
Foods Corporation field technician Randy 
Jumawan discussed some basic poultry 
production and management techniques as 
well as treatment and prevention for 
common diseases.

On the other hand, a SAAD marketing 
technical staff taught the farmers on simple 

bookkeeping.

SAAD Provincial Coordinator Roger Dave 
Gramatica encouraged the farmers to work 
together for a successful implementation of 
the project. Also present to support the 
activity are SAAD area coordinator 
Nadzmar Abdulatip and Barangay Councilor 
Larry Sarong.

“The primary objective of this training is 
sustainability. The program is here to guide 
you as long as mutual cooperation exists, 
so that the project will succeed and 
flourish,” Mr. Gramatica said.

The Concepcion Pangkabuhayan 
Association is a beneficiary of SAAD for 
two months. They are currently handling 10 
modules (480 head) of layer chickens. The 
farmers are harvesting 13 trays of eggs 
daily at 84.85 % productivity rate. ### 
(Aimee Lou Madjus)

SAAD conducts technical training 
on layer chicken in ZDN

90 Kalinga swine raisers receive 
coaching on farm biosecurity

August 6, 2021

KALINGA, August 5, 2021 – Ninety swine 
raisers from 9 farmers’ cooperatives and 
associations of the Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program in 
Kalinga received intensified educational 
campaign sessions on farm biosecurity 
measures to combat African Swine Fever 
(ASF).

With the shortage of pork supply in the 
province due to the spread of the ASF virus, 
Kalinga devised the SAAD Support Swine 
Repopulation Program to address shortage 
issues at the barangay level.

The beneficiaries were identified to partake 
in the swine repopulation program. Aside 
from the training, they will receive hog 
supplies worth Php 30,000 per beneficiary.

In his message, Balbalan Proper Barangay 
Councilor Elmo Anniban lauded the effort of 
the SAAD Program saying, “Hadin 
inbinsa-binsa da kadatako amin, laglagipon 
tako ta inyooy da na on man piyaon tako. 
Kan nu manprogress taku unna un 
production si bolok, tulongan tako kuma 

nan kamyembroan tako.”

[May we also take note of the guidelines 
shared with us because this is also for our 
benefit. And if we succeed with our swine 
production, I hope that you also help your 
co-members (of the group)].

The localized farmers’ coaching sessions 
were conducted from July 7-22 at 6 different 
areas in Pasil and Balbalan, seeking to 
increase awareness and encourage 
beneficiaries to observe the biosecurity of 
farms and respond to the concerns of the 
communities.

DA – Cordillera Administrative Region 
(CAR) Agriculturist Marjorie Casilla 
reiterated farm biosecurity as the simplest 
and best defense method against ASF.

Ms. Casilla introduced the Bantay ASF sa 
Barangay (BABay ASF) program of the DA 
and enumerated the necessary measures in 
achieving a bio-secured swine production.

The fundamentals of biosecurity measures 
include a) avoiding going to swine areas 
with ASF cases; b) avoiding feeding your 
pigs with any leftover foods; c) always 
using PPEs such as boots and scrub suits 
when entering the production area; d) 
limiting the entry of individuals (such as 
buyers and other animals) and possible 
source of virus in the area; e) installing a 
footbath at the entrance of production area; 
and f) prohibiting the purchase of any pork 
products online.

“Let’s do this little by little until we fully 
implement the biosecurity and may this 
practice be done continuously, not only for 
the duration of the project,” Ms. Casilla 
advised.

continue to next page

Wilhelmina Bonggawen, a beneficiary from 
Balbalan, shared her gratitude for the 
conduct of the activity.

“Dakkel nga yaman mi unay nga immay 
dagiti naggapu region ken province nga 
apan tumulong kadakami tapnu agsuccess 
ti intervention (swine) nga inted da 
kadakami, maslalo kanyami nga sangapulo 
nga napili para ti swine repopulation,” said 
Ms. Bonggawen.

[We are very thankful to the regional and 
provincial staff for coming here to help for 
the success of the interventions given to us, 
especially with us 10 identified 
beneficiaries of swine repopulation.] ### 
(Sheena Phine B. Pisco-Dayagon)
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August 6, 2021

KALINGA, August 5, 2021 – Ninety swine 
raisers from 9 farmers’ cooperatives and 
associations of the Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program in 
Kalinga received intensified educational 
campaign sessions on farm biosecurity 
measures to combat African Swine Fever 
(ASF).

With the shortage of pork supply in the 
province due to the spread of the ASF virus, 
Kalinga devised the SAAD Support Swine 
Repopulation Program to address shortage 
issues at the barangay level.

The beneficiaries were identified to partake 
in the swine repopulation program. Aside 
from the training, they will receive hog 
supplies worth Php 30,000 per beneficiary.

In his message, Balbalan Proper Barangay 
Councilor Elmo Anniban lauded the effort of 
the SAAD Program saying, “Hadin 
inbinsa-binsa da kadatako amin, laglagipon 
tako ta inyooy da na on man piyaon tako. 
Kan nu manprogress taku unna un 
production si bolok, tulongan tako kuma 

nan kamyembroan tako.”

[May we also take note of the guidelines 
shared with us because this is also for our 
benefit. And if we succeed with our swine 
production, I hope that you also help your 
co-members (of the group)].

The localized farmers’ coaching sessions 
were conducted from July 7-22 at 6 different 
areas in Pasil and Balbalan, seeking to 
increase awareness and encourage 
beneficiaries to observe the biosecurity of 
farms and respond to the concerns of the 
communities.

DA – Cordillera Administrative Region 
(CAR) Agriculturist Marjorie Casilla 
reiterated farm biosecurity as the simplest 
and best defense method against ASF.

Ms. Casilla introduced the Bantay ASF sa 
Barangay (BABay ASF) program of the DA 
and enumerated the necessary measures in 
achieving a bio-secured swine production.

The fundamentals of biosecurity measures 
include a) avoiding going to swine areas 
with ASF cases; b) avoiding feeding your 
pigs with any leftover foods; c) always 
using PPEs such as boots and scrub suits 
when entering the production area; d) 
limiting the entry of individuals (such as 
buyers and other animals) and possible 
source of virus in the area; e) installing a 
footbath at the entrance of production area; 
and f) prohibiting the purchase of any pork 
products online.

“Let’s do this little by little until we fully 
implement the biosecurity and may this 
practice be done continuously, not only for 
the duration of the project,” Ms. Casilla 
advised.

Wilhelmina Bonggawen, a beneficiary from 
Balbalan, shared her gratitude for the 
conduct of the activity.

“Dakkel nga yaman mi unay nga immay 
dagiti naggapu region ken province nga 
apan tumulong kadakami tapnu agsuccess 
ti intervention (swine) nga inted da 
kadakami, maslalo kanyami nga sangapulo 
nga napili para ti swine repopulation,” said 
Ms. Bonggawen.

[We are very thankful to the regional and 
provincial staff for coming here to help for 
the success of the interventions given to us, 
especially with us 10 identified 
beneficiaries of swine repopulation.] ### 
(Sheena Phine B. Pisco-Dayagon)

Season-long FFS launched in 
Catanduanes for women SAAD farmers

August 2, 2021

CATANDUANES, July 26, 2021 – Two 
women-led farmers’ associations under the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program are set to participate in the 
season-long Farmer’s Field School (FFS) 
on Vegetable Production Technology to 
enhance crop production practices.

The participants of the 16-week activity are 
60 all-women beneficiaries engaged in 
high-value crops (HVC) production from 
San Roque Vegetable Association (SRVA) 
in San Roque, Bato, and San Miguel SAAD 
Vegetable Farmers Association (San Miguel 
SAADVFA) in San Miguel, Baras.

The school is made possible with the 
partnerships from the DA – Catanduanes 
Hilly Upland Development Station (CHUDS) 
and the Office of the Provincial Agriculturist 
(OPAg) in Catanduanes.

The FFS also referred to as “school without 
walls” aims to equip farmers with 
technologies and information towards 
project sustainability and management.

During the FFS launch, Bato Municipal 
Agriculturist Mr. Eduardo V. Taopo, Jr. and 
Baras Officer-in-Charge Municipal 
Agriculturist Mr. Noel O. Odoño showed full 
support to the activity, reiterating the 
department’s commitment to continuously 
assist in the conduct of the training. They 
emphasized the importance of the activity 
to the associations.

Each FA will be provided with vegetable 
seeds (eggplant, squash, tomatoes, 
ampalaya, and sili), 50 bags of organic 
fertilizer, 4 bags of complete fertilizer, 4 
pieces (pc) of vegetable twine, 18pc of 
seedling tray, a roll of plastic mulch, 8 

kilograms of tie wire, and various office 
supplies.

Four approaches will be used throughout 
the training: Good Agricultural Practices 
(GAP) which tackles the adoption of good 
management principles to produce crops 
safe for human consumption; 
Climate-Smart Agriculture, discussing 
actions needed to increase agricultural 
productivity despite the changing climate; 
Organic Agriculture, the adoption of 
organic-based agriculture and 
pesticide-free practices; and cultural 
practices or the farmer’s method, or 
common practices of the farmers.

Based on the results of the following 
approaches, the group will then decide 
which method works best for them and 
apply it in their SAAD communal garden.

The activity was led by FFS trainers Mr. 
John Carlo C. Dasigan from DA-CHUDS 
and Ms. Julie Ann Q. Lopez from OPAg, 
who both graduated with top honors during 
the Season Long Training of Trainers (TOT) 
on Vegetable Production Technology with 
Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) and 
National Certificate (NC) III conducted by 
the Agricultural Training Institute (ATI) held 
at Pili, Camarines Sur on November 2018.

The trainers encouraged the farmers to 
actively participate, may it be theoretical or 
hands-on application during the whole 
duration of the FFS.

Highlighting a unique perception of women 
regarding their local ecology, the FFS aims 
to produce trained farmers to boost 
vegetable production in their gardens.

Site layout and land preparation, which 
involves clearing of the area and creation of 
the garden plots, started on June 25 in the 

chosen sites of the FAs meeting the 
minimum plot area requirement and 
adjacent water sources. Both FAs have 
approximately 400 square meters of the 
land area allotted for the demonstration.

“Naugma kami ta napili kami na maging 
parte ning FFS ta isi mi po na dakul kaming 
manunud-an na paagi kung papan-o ang 
tamang pagtanom, papan-o mapapadakol 
ang tanom, asin magkaigwa ning 
produktibong gulayan. Dakula ang 
kaugmahan mi ta ini bihira sanang 
oportunidad; kaya gapa-mabalos kami sa 
DA-SAAD, sa mga matutulo samo, pati sa 
suporta ng LGU. Tan-a dagos-dagos sana 
ang pag-asenso ning samuyang gulayan,” 
shared by SRVA president Luz C. 
Tardaguila.

[We are happy that we were chosen to be 
part of the FFS because we will learn a lot 
of techniques on how to properly grow 
crops, how to grow more of our crops, and 
we will have a productive vegetable garden. 
We are grateful for this rare opportunity; 
hence, we are thankful to DA – SAAD, to 
our trainers, and to the support of the LGU. 
All of us are hopeful for the continued 
success of our vegetable gardens.]

The FFS will also cover topics on cultural 
management which tackle proper site 
identification and preparation, seed 
selection, proper application and 
management of fertilizer and water, weed, 
pest and disease management, as well as 
harvest and postharvest handling. They will 
also be introduced to farm planning, 
vermiculture, concoctions, seed production, 
and simple bookkeeping.

At the end of the activity, all participants 
are expected to graduate from FFS with 
acquired skills in contemporary 
technologies and adaptation to 
circumstances challenging the agricultural 
sector. The season-long FFS training runs 
from June 24 to October 8, 2021. ### 
(Sarah Jane Taway)
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August 6, 2021

KALINGA, August 5, 2021 – Ninety swine 
raisers from 9 farmers’ cooperatives and 
associations of the Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program in 
Kalinga received intensified educational 
campaign sessions on farm biosecurity 
measures to combat African Swine Fever 
(ASF).

With the shortage of pork supply in the 
province due to the spread of the ASF virus, 
Kalinga devised the SAAD Support Swine 
Repopulation Program to address shortage 
issues at the barangay level.

The beneficiaries were identified to partake 
in the swine repopulation program. Aside 
from the training, they will receive hog 
supplies worth Php 30,000 per beneficiary.

In his message, Balbalan Proper Barangay 
Councilor Elmo Anniban lauded the effort of 
the SAAD Program saying, “Hadin 
inbinsa-binsa da kadatako amin, laglagipon 
tako ta inyooy da na on man piyaon tako. 
Kan nu manprogress taku unna un 
production si bolok, tulongan tako kuma 

nan kamyembroan tako.”

[May we also take note of the guidelines 
shared with us because this is also for our 
benefit. And if we succeed with our swine 
production, I hope that you also help your 
co-members (of the group)].

The localized farmers’ coaching sessions 
were conducted from July 7-22 at 6 different 
areas in Pasil and Balbalan, seeking to 
increase awareness and encourage 
beneficiaries to observe the biosecurity of 
farms and respond to the concerns of the 
communities.

DA – Cordillera Administrative Region 
(CAR) Agriculturist Marjorie Casilla 
reiterated farm biosecurity as the simplest 
and best defense method against ASF.

Ms. Casilla introduced the Bantay ASF sa 
Barangay (BABay ASF) program of the DA 
and enumerated the necessary measures in 
achieving a bio-secured swine production.

The fundamentals of biosecurity measures 
include a) avoiding going to swine areas 
with ASF cases; b) avoiding feeding your 
pigs with any leftover foods; c) always 
using PPEs such as boots and scrub suits 
when entering the production area; d) 
limiting the entry of individuals (such as 
buyers and other animals) and possible 
source of virus in the area; e) installing a 
footbath at the entrance of production area; 
and f) prohibiting the purchase of any pork 
products online.

“Let’s do this little by little until we fully 
implement the biosecurity and may this 
practice be done continuously, not only for 
the duration of the project,” Ms. Casilla 
advised.

Wilhelmina Bonggawen, a beneficiary from 
Balbalan, shared her gratitude for the 
conduct of the activity.

“Dakkel nga yaman mi unay nga immay 
dagiti naggapu region ken province nga 
apan tumulong kadakami tapnu agsuccess 
ti intervention (swine) nga inted da 
kadakami, maslalo kanyami nga sangapulo 
nga napili para ti swine repopulation,” said 
Ms. Bonggawen.

[We are very thankful to the regional and 
provincial staff for coming here to help for 
the success of the interventions given to us, 
especially with us 10 identified 
beneficiaries of swine repopulation.] ### 
(Sheena Phine B. Pisco-Dayagon)

August 2, 2021

CATANDUANES, July 26, 2021 – Two 
women-led farmers’ associations under the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
Program are set to participate in the 
season-long Farmer’s Field School (FFS) 
on Vegetable Production Technology to 
enhance crop production practices.

The participants of the 16-week activity are 
60 all-women beneficiaries engaged in 
high-value crops (HVC) production from 
San Roque Vegetable Association (SRVA) 
in San Roque, Bato, and San Miguel SAAD 
Vegetable Farmers Association (San Miguel 
SAADVFA) in San Miguel, Baras.

The school is made possible with the 
partnerships from the DA – Catanduanes 
Hilly Upland Development Station (CHUDS) 
and the Office of the Provincial Agriculturist 
(OPAg) in Catanduanes.

The FFS also referred to as “school without 
walls” aims to equip farmers with 
technologies and information towards 
project sustainability and management.

During the FFS launch, Bato Municipal 
Agriculturist Mr. Eduardo V. Taopo, Jr. and 
Baras Officer-in-Charge Municipal 
Agriculturist Mr. Noel O. Odoño showed full 
support to the activity, reiterating the 
department’s commitment to continuously 
assist in the conduct of the training. They 
emphasized the importance of the activity 
to the associations.

Each FA will be provided with vegetable 
seeds (eggplant, squash, tomatoes, 
ampalaya, and sili), 50 bags of organic 
fertilizer, 4 bags of complete fertilizer, 4 
pieces (pc) of vegetable twine, 18pc of 
seedling tray, a roll of plastic mulch, 8 

kilograms of tie wire, and various office 
supplies.

Four approaches will be used throughout 
the training: Good Agricultural Practices 
(GAP) which tackles the adoption of good 
management principles to produce crops 
safe for human consumption; 
Climate-Smart Agriculture, discussing 
actions needed to increase agricultural 
productivity despite the changing climate; 
Organic Agriculture, the adoption of 
organic-based agriculture and 
pesticide-free practices; and cultural 
practices or the farmer’s method, or 
common practices of the farmers.

Based on the results of the following 
approaches, the group will then decide 
which method works best for them and 
apply it in their SAAD communal garden.

The activity was led by FFS trainers Mr. 
John Carlo C. Dasigan from DA-CHUDS 
and Ms. Julie Ann Q. Lopez from OPAg, 
who both graduated with top honors during 
the Season Long Training of Trainers (TOT) 
on Vegetable Production Technology with 
Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) and 
National Certificate (NC) III conducted by 
the Agricultural Training Institute (ATI) held 
at Pili, Camarines Sur on November 2018.

The trainers encouraged the farmers to 
actively participate, may it be theoretical or 
hands-on application during the whole 
duration of the FFS.

Highlighting a unique perception of women 
regarding their local ecology, the FFS aims 
to produce trained farmers to boost 
vegetable production in their gardens.

Site layout and land preparation, which 
involves clearing of the area and creation of 
the garden plots, started on June 25 in the 

chosen sites of the FAs meeting the 
minimum plot area requirement and 
adjacent water sources. Both FAs have 
approximately 400 square meters of the 
land area allotted for the demonstration.

“Naugma kami ta napili kami na maging 
parte ning FFS ta isi mi po na dakul kaming 
manunud-an na paagi kung papan-o ang 
tamang pagtanom, papan-o mapapadakol 
ang tanom, asin magkaigwa ning 
produktibong gulayan. Dakula ang 
kaugmahan mi ta ini bihira sanang 
oportunidad; kaya gapa-mabalos kami sa 
DA-SAAD, sa mga matutulo samo, pati sa 
suporta ng LGU. Tan-a dagos-dagos sana 
ang pag-asenso ning samuyang gulayan,” 
shared by SRVA president Luz C. 
Tardaguila.

[We are happy that we were chosen to be 
part of the FFS because we will learn a lot 
of techniques on how to properly grow 
crops, how to grow more of our crops, and 
we will have a productive vegetable garden. 
We are grateful for this rare opportunity; 
hence, we are thankful to DA – SAAD, to 
our trainers, and to the support of the LGU. 
All of us are hopeful for the continued 
success of our vegetable gardens.]

The FFS will also cover topics on cultural 
management which tackle proper site 
identification and preparation, seed 
selection, proper application and 
management of fertilizer and water, weed, 
pest and disease management, as well as 
harvest and postharvest handling. They will 
also be introduced to farm planning, 
vermiculture, concoctions, seed production, 
and simple bookkeeping.

At the end of the activity, all participants 
are expected to graduate from FFS with 
acquired skills in contemporary 
technologies and adaptation to 
circumstances challenging the agricultural 
sector. The season-long FFS training runs 
from June 24 to October 8, 2021. ### 
(Sarah Jane Taway)

July 19, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, July 16, 2021 – 
The Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program conducted a 4-day 
cassava production and marketing training 
for 60 indigenous people (IP) farmers in 
Magsaysay.

The participants, who are members of the 
Calachuchi Indigenous Farmers 
Association (CIFA) and Samahan ng 
Katutubong Ratagnon Lupaing Ninuno 
(SAKARALUNI), attended the training from 
July 13 to 16 in Brgy. Poblacion.

The Cultural Management on Cassava 
Production and Marketing training was led 
by DA Region 4B Corn/Cassava Program 
representative Mr. Edmar Mendoza, who 
discussed land preparation, proper planting 
and harvesting, and various uses of 
cassava.

“Kapag naintindihan at ginamit [ng mga 
katutubo] ang mga kaalaman at mga 
diskarte na ibinahagi natin sa kanila, 
makakaambag ito upang mas ma-maximize 
ang kanilang ani at mapataas ang kanilang 
kita,” Mr. Mendoza said.

[When (the IPs) understood and applied the 
knowledge and strategies we shared, these 
will help them maximize their yield and 
increase their income.]

Mr. Mendoza suggested conducting a soil 
test to determine what the SAAD can do to 
further assist the beneficiaries in their land 
preparation to possibly increase their yield.

The test will determine soil’s chemical 
composition and characteristics, making it 
possible to learn the suitable crops in an 
area and the preparations needed to have a 
bountiful harvest.

Mr. Jay-R A. Cuaresma of San Miguel 
Corporation Integrated Farm Specialist 
shared the correct way to prepare the 
cassava for marketing.

According to Mr. Cuaresma, the country has 
a high demand for cassava because it is a 
primary material for making a variety of 
products such as alcoholic beverages, 
animal feeds, plywood, and medicine.

“Nagi-import pa ang San Miguel 
Corporation mula sa ibang bansa gaya ng 
Thailand para lang matugunan ang 
malaking pangangailangan sa balinghoy. 
Kung makakapagprodyus ang ating mga 
magsasaka ng mas maraming balinghoy, 
hindi na natin kakailanganin pang bumili sa 
ibang bansa at matutulungan pa natin ang 
mga lokal na magsasaka,” said 
Mr. Cuaresma.

[San Miguel Corporation imports cassava 
from other countries such as Thailand to 
meet the large demand for cassava. If our 
local farmers can produce more, we will not 
need to import from other countries while 
helping our farmers to earn more.]
Magsaysay Officer-in-Charge Municipal 
Agriculturist Richard V. Ochavez and SAAD 
Staff assisted on the activity.

About the associations

CIFA cultivates an estimated area of 20 

hectares (ha) for cassava farming. The 
group became a SAAD beneficiary in 2020.

They received five sets of plow and harrow, 
27 sets of farm tools (shovel, hoe, rake, 
piko, spading fork, sprinkler, and 
wheelbarrow), five caraheifer, a grass 
cutter, ¼ truckload of Lakan 1 Golden 
Yellow variety of cassava cuttings, and a 
cassava granulator. All inputs cost 
Php 2,704,900.

On the other hand, SAKARALUNI cultivates 
an area of 15.75ha for cassava farming and 
was registered in the Department of Labor 
and Employment (DOLE) in 2016.

The association became a SAAD 
beneficiary in 2020 and received Php 
1,034,437 worth of  5,400 Lakan 1 Golden 
Yellow variety of cassava cuttings, five sets 
of plow and harrow, 28 sets of farm tools 
(shovel, hoe, rake, piko, spading fork, 
sprinkler, and wheelbarrow), two hermetic 
storage cocoons with 5 metric tons 
capacity, four collapsible dryers, five 
caraheifer, and a grass cutter.

SAAD continues to execute training and 
workshops from production, value-adding, 
marketing, and leadership to continuously 
encourage small-scale farmers to expand 
production and engage them into 
establishing enterprises. ### (Dianne 
Francis Sy)
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KALINGA, July 04, 2021 – The 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Kalinga completed its social preparation 
activities for 14 expansion barangays for 
2021 covering a total of 1,189 additional 
beneficiaries. SAAD Kalinga will implement 
projects on fruit trees and high-value crops, 
poultry, and livestock projects for the new 
beneficiaries.

Social preparation is among the 
components of the SAAD Program which 
aims to empower key persons involved like 
farmers, fisherfolk, and local government 
units (LGUs) through a series of meetings 
and training.

After establishing partnerships and 
coordinating with the LGUs for the long list 
of prospective beneficiaries for the 
program’s 2021 projects in the last quarter 
of 2020, the second phase of social 
preparation which is profiling eligible 
beneficiaries was completed.

Profiling, according to Community 
Development Officer Mowanah Marie 

Over a thousand additional SAAD beneficiaries 
complete 2021 social preparation activities

Jovellanos, is the most time-consuming and 
challenging phase of social preparation. It 
took 6 months for SAAD Kalinga staff to 
complete data collection and geotagging for 
eligible beneficiaries.

In this phase, each beneficiary is recorded 
for validation to come up with additional 
1,189 target beneficiaries.

“I am currently handling three expansion 
barangays, aside from one 2020 
barangay-beneficiary, and the simultaneous 
distribution of 2020 interventions, profiling, 
and training added to the challenge of 
completing our tasks. Nevertheless, 
accomplishing these tasks that can help our 
farmers is the most fulfilling feeling,” 
Ms. Jovellanos shared.

In the social preparation phase, the need 
and risk assessment where a selection of 
suitable livelihood interventions for the 
beneficiaries comprises the third phase of 
the social preparation process and was 
done in coordination with partner-LGUs and 
beneficiaries.

The fourth phase of the process is the 
formation of a farmers’ association where 

SAAD staff assigned in the area assisted 
beneficiaries in establishing their group 
and securing accreditation as an 
organization.

The Provincial Program Management 
Office (PPMO) conducted Organizational 
Development and Management (ODM) 
Training for people’s organizations to 
establish leadership and organization 
by-laws. Fourteen (14) groups out of 1,189 
new beneficiaries were established where 
two groups already gained the Department 
of Labor and Employment and DA 
accreditations.

Farmers also receive fundamentals on 
project management, basic accounting, and 
bookkeeping to provide them with initial 
knowledge in managing their funds.

Ms. Mary Jane Bacodong of Nambucayan, 
Tabuk City thanked the program for 
providing free training for farmers like her.

“Agyaman kami iti panang-conduct yu iti 
daytuy nga training ken iti panang-
imbitaryu kanyami. Nu kuma iti sabali ket 
adda bayad na dagituy nga pa-training ta 
makatulong nga talaga daytuy ti maysa nga 

organisasyon tapnu agtuluy-tuloy latta iti 
operasyon na,” said Ms. Bacodong, SAAD 
2021 new beneficiary.

[We are thankful for having us on this 
training. Such training isn’t free from other 
groups since these are really essential in 
keeping an organization running.]
As the program waits for the approval of 
operation extension from the lower house, 
SAAD-CAR continues to expand and 
implement agricultural projects as planned 
until its conclusion.

According to SAAD-CAR Planning Officer 
Ms. Leah E. Mon, the region anticipates the 
beneficiaries’ independence in case the 
program’s proposed extension is 
disapproved after strengthening and 
equipping the farmers’ cooperatives and 
associations (FCAs) with the necessary 
skills for their projected enterprise.

For FCAs that may not be able to come up 
with an enterprise at the end of 2022, a 
sustainable plan will be prepared by SAAD 
staff with respective municipal local 
government units for them to continue with 
their project. ### (Sheena Phine 
Pisco-Dayagon)

July 3, 2021

KALINGA, June 29, 2021 – Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Community and 
Project Development Officers from 
Cordillera received a two-day training to set 
standards in conducting Farmer Livestock 
School (FLS) for swine production in Tabuk 
City, Kalinga.

This training conducted from June 17-18 
aims to standardize the implementation of 
swine production by SAAD beneficiaries 
across the region.

The training was done in response to the 
swine repopulation program of the DA with 
the aim of (1) increasing the population 
of swine in the SAAD barangays; 
(2) encouraging beneficiaries to venture 
into swine breeding through feed subsidy; 
and (3) providing beneficiaries the 
opportunity to increase their income 
through the establishment of 
community-based enterprises. The FSL 
focuses on the promotion and adoption of 
technologies by farmers.

Topics discussed by various resource 

speakers were African Swine Fever (ASF) 
updates in CAR; farm biosecurity; a guide 
for successful swine-raising; swine feeds 
and feeding; swine health management; 
and Animal Welfare Act.

An open discussion and leveling-off was 
also undertaken to raise concerns and set 
the standards of FSL to be conducted. This 
was followed by a field visit and 
demonstration participated by two staff per 
province, facilitators, and two from the 
speakers.

“Adalen yu nga ustu dagiti aggapu ti 
speakers tayu tapnu adda maisuru yu ti 
farmers tayu a mangpasayaat metlang ti 
daytuy nga programa [Learn from our 
resource speakers to be equipped with 
knowledge that you can extend to our 
farmers that can also make this program a 
success],” Ms. Aida Pagtan, Regional 
Agricultural and Fisheries Information 
Division (RAFID) chief encouraged the 
participants.

Leveling-off

“It is good to have these guidelines so that 
our swine raisers have something to follow 
but we must also be lenient such that it will 
be applicable or fit based on their living 
condition as long as we can see that the 
project won’t be compromised,” Dr. 
Leonardo Damian from POVS – Kalinga 
commented.

FLS will be conducted in collaboration with 
the Provincial Office for Veterinary Services 
(POVS), Municipal Agriculture Office 
(MAO), and Barangay Biosecurity Officers 
(BBO).

With the rampant spread of ASF virus 
across the country, biosecurity guidelines 
were imposed by the government to sustain 
the availability of pork supply in less or not 
affected areas and to supply affected areas. 
Meanwhile, SAAD CAR adapted the Farm 
Biosecurity Form generated by Benguet in 
implementing its swine repopulation.

ASF virus spreads from one area to another 
through the entry of an infected swine or its 
processed product in an area, hence, 
entry of such is prohibited by partner 
implementers.

Beneficiaries are also discouraged in 
feeding their swine stocks with any pork 
meat products and by-products.

In any case that a SAAD location site is 
affected by the virus, it will be reported to 
the POVS – a member of the ASF Task 
Force – for immediate actions to be taken.

Animal Welfare Act which aims to ensure 
humane treatment of animals was also 

discussed. The five welfare needs were 
identified and set in reference to the 
biosecurity measures against the ASF 
virus.

Field visit

A swine production area of SAAD 
beneficiary Ms. Gudilea Ayangdo from 
Pasil, Kalinga was visited by selected 
participants. The resource speakers had a 
brief demonstration in assessing the 
production and likewise suggesting the 
necessary biosecurity measures to be done 
by the beneficiary.

“Mayat ta adda ti kastuy nga aktibidad 
tapnu makitayu ti nagbalinan dagiti inted ti 
SAAD ken makaisuggest ti sabali pay nga 
pakaiproban na ti panangtaraken ti babuy. 
Gundawayak metten nga agpasalamat ti 
inted ti SAAD ta isu pay nga pagliwliw-an 
ken makatulong ti panagbyag aglalu tatta 
nga pandemic,” said Ms. Ayangdo.

[Having activities like this is good so that 
you (program implementers) can see the 
outcome of what SAAD has provided and to 
have other suggestions on how to improve 
our swine production management. I would 
also like to take this opportunity to thank 
SAAD for giving me something to do that 
can aid our living especially during this 
pandemic.]

Completing the activity, Ms. Kristine Flores, 
Project Development Officer, shared that 
she is now more knowledgeable and can 
guide her area beneficiaries better in 
attaining a more productive and 
bio-secured swine-raising. ### (Sheena 
Phine Pisco-Dayagon)
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ABRA DE ILOG, July 4, 2021 – Two swine 
raisers associations from Abra de Ilog 
learned pork tocino and longganisa 
processing from the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
in partnership with the Municipal 
Agriculture Office (MAO).

Thirty (30) women from the Rural 
Improvement Club (RIC) and 25 women 
from Blessed Corean Swine Raisers 
Association (BCSRA) received the Training 
on Meat Processing.

Tocino is made from cured pork belly using 
various seasonings and spices while 
longganisa is made from ground pork 
flavored with sugar and spices.

San Jose (a town in Occidental Mindoro), is 
famous for making delicious tocino and 
longganisa that are among the favorite 
pasalubong for visitors and locals. Inspired 
by this, Abra de Ilog farmers are up to 
making their own signature taste.

Food Engineer Artemis Roque M. 
Mulingtapang from the Municipal Social 
Welfare and Development Office (MSWDO) 

55 women swine raisers in Abra de Ilog 
accentuate tocino and longganisa processing

of Abra de Ilog facilitated the session. 
According to him, the acquired knowledge 
will help the swine raisers increase their 
income as it is a value-adding activity.

The training lasted for a day for each group. 
The participants learned the proper steps 
and ingredients needed, and experienced 
an actual making of tocino and longganisa.

RIC already received a boar, 10 gilts, and a 
weighing scale, while the BCSRA received 
a boar, 10 gilts, a weighing scale, a vacuum 
sealer, a meat grinder, and supplementary 
items such as feeds and vitamins in 2019 
amounting to an estimated value of 
Php 570,000.

The meat grinder, which is essential in 
making longganisa, will be shared by the 
two associations.

Municipal Agriculturist Julia Amodia added 
that they plan to help the associations get 
their own stall inside the public market of 
Abra de Ilog where they can sell their SAAD 
processed meat products.

In addition, they are also looking at the 
potential of selling meat products online to 
get a broader market. ### (Dianne Francis 
Sy)

Farmer Livestock School (FLS) for 
Swine Production launches in CAR 

July 3, 2021

KALINGA, June 29, 2021 – Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Community and 
Project Development Officers from 
Cordillera received a two-day training to set 
standards in conducting Farmer Livestock 
School (FLS) for swine production in Tabuk 
City, Kalinga.

This training conducted from June 17-18 
aims to standardize the implementation of 
swine production by SAAD beneficiaries 
across the region.

The training was done in response to the 
swine repopulation program of the DA with 
the aim of (1) increasing the population 
of swine in the SAAD barangays; 
(2) encouraging beneficiaries to venture 
into swine breeding through feed subsidy; 
and (3) providing beneficiaries the 
opportunity to increase their income 
through the establishment of 
community-based enterprises. The FSL 
focuses on the promotion and adoption of 
technologies by farmers.

Topics discussed by various resource 

speakers were African Swine Fever (ASF) 
updates in CAR; farm biosecurity; a guide 
for successful swine-raising; swine feeds 
and feeding; swine health management; 
and Animal Welfare Act.

An open discussion and leveling-off was 
also undertaken to raise concerns and set 
the standards of FSL to be conducted. This 
was followed by a field visit and 
demonstration participated by two staff per 
province, facilitators, and two from the 
speakers.

“Adalen yu nga ustu dagiti aggapu ti 
speakers tayu tapnu adda maisuru yu ti 
farmers tayu a mangpasayaat metlang ti 
daytuy nga programa [Learn from our 
resource speakers to be equipped with 
knowledge that you can extend to our 
farmers that can also make this program a 
success],” Ms. Aida Pagtan, Regional 
Agricultural and Fisheries Information 
Division (RAFID) chief encouraged the 
participants.

continue to next page

Leveling-off

“It is good to have these guidelines so that 
our swine raisers have something to follow 
but we must also be lenient such that it will 
be applicable or fit based on their living 
condition as long as we can see that the 
project won’t be compromised,” Dr. 
Leonardo Damian from POVS – Kalinga 
commented.

FLS will be conducted in collaboration with 
the Provincial Office for Veterinary Services 
(POVS), Municipal Agriculture Office 
(MAO), and Barangay Biosecurity Officers 
(BBO).

With the rampant spread of ASF virus 
across the country, biosecurity guidelines 
were imposed by the government to sustain 
the availability of pork supply in less or not 
affected areas and to supply affected areas. 
Meanwhile, SAAD CAR adapted the Farm 
Biosecurity Form generated by Benguet in 
implementing its swine repopulation.

ASF virus spreads from one area to another 
through the entry of an infected swine or its 
processed product in an area, hence, 
entry of such is prohibited by partner 
implementers.

Beneficiaries are also discouraged in 
feeding their swine stocks with any pork 
meat products and by-products.

In any case that a SAAD location site is 
affected by the virus, it will be reported to 
the POVS – a member of the ASF Task 
Force – for immediate actions to be taken.

Animal Welfare Act which aims to ensure 
humane treatment of animals was also 

discussed. The five welfare needs were 
identified and set in reference to the 
biosecurity measures against the ASF 
virus.

Field visit

A swine production area of SAAD 
beneficiary Ms. Gudilea Ayangdo from 
Pasil, Kalinga was visited by selected 
participants. The resource speakers had a 
brief demonstration in assessing the 
production and likewise suggesting the 
necessary biosecurity measures to be done 
by the beneficiary.

“Mayat ta adda ti kastuy nga aktibidad 
tapnu makitayu ti nagbalinan dagiti inted ti 
SAAD ken makaisuggest ti sabali pay nga 
pakaiproban na ti panangtaraken ti babuy. 
Gundawayak metten nga agpasalamat ti 
inted ti SAAD ta isu pay nga pagliwliw-an 
ken makatulong ti panagbyag aglalu tatta 
nga pandemic,” said Ms. Ayangdo.

[Having activities like this is good so that 
you (program implementers) can see the 
outcome of what SAAD has provided and to 
have other suggestions on how to improve 
our swine production management. I would 
also like to take this opportunity to thank 
SAAD for giving me something to do that 
can aid our living especially during this 
pandemic.]

Completing the activity, Ms. Kristine Flores, 
Project Development Officer, shared that 
she is now more knowledgeable and can 
guide her area beneficiaries better in 
attaining a more productive and 
bio-secured swine-raising. ### (Sheena 
Phine Pisco-Dayagon)
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SAAD trains 30 technicians to assist 
300 sweet potato, banana farmers 

July 1, 2021

BOHOL, June 25, 2021 – The Department 
of Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program in Bohol 
equipped 30 technicians to train 300 
farmers on Sweet Potato-Banana 
Production and Postharvest Management.

The training activity was conducted at 
Reynas the Haven and Garden, Cogon 
District, Tagbilaran City, Bohol from 
June 22 to 25.

Majority of the banana sold in Bohol 
markets come from Mindanao because 
locally farmed bananas could not meet 
market demand. Due to this situation, there 
is a need to conduct the Training of 
Trainors to capacitate trainers with 
knowledge in order to train SAAD  farmer 
beneficiaries.

The Sweet Potato-Banana Intercropping 

Project was implemented in Bien Unido, 
Getafe, Carlos P. Garcia, Buenavista, and 
Mabini, benefiting 60 farmers in each 
municipality.

The project has an allocated budget of 
Php 6,308,000 to cover around 21 hectares 
with 711,000 sweet potato cuttings and 64 
hectares with 40,000 tissue cultured 
bananas.

Sweet Potato-Banana Production and 
Postharvest Management Training

Provincial Agriculture Technology 
Coordinating Office (PATCO) Bohol 
Agriculturist II Deseada C. Dabalos 
discussed the banana industry profile as 
well as cultural management and practices 
such as the use of tissue cultured planting 
materials and the intercropping of banana 
and sweet potato.

“Growing bananas is like raising a child. 

July 3, 2021

KALINGA, June 29, 2021 – Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Community and 
Project Development Officers from 
Cordillera received a two-day training to set 
standards in conducting Farmer Livestock 
School (FLS) for swine production in Tabuk 
City, Kalinga.

This training conducted from June 17-18 
aims to standardize the implementation of 
swine production by SAAD beneficiaries 
across the region.

The training was done in response to the 
swine repopulation program of the DA with 
the aim of (1) increasing the population 
of swine in the SAAD barangays; 
(2) encouraging beneficiaries to venture 
into swine breeding through feed subsidy; 
and (3) providing beneficiaries the 
opportunity to increase their income 
through the establishment of 
community-based enterprises. The FSL 
focuses on the promotion and adoption of 
technologies by farmers.

Topics discussed by various resource 

speakers were African Swine Fever (ASF) 
updates in CAR; farm biosecurity; a guide 
for successful swine-raising; swine feeds 
and feeding; swine health management; 
and Animal Welfare Act.

An open discussion and leveling-off was 
also undertaken to raise concerns and set 
the standards of FSL to be conducted. This 
was followed by a field visit and 
demonstration participated by two staff per 
province, facilitators, and two from the 
speakers.

“Adalen yu nga ustu dagiti aggapu ti 
speakers tayu tapnu adda maisuru yu ti 
farmers tayu a mangpasayaat metlang ti 
daytuy nga programa [Learn from our 
resource speakers to be equipped with 
knowledge that you can extend to our 
farmers that can also make this program a 
success],” Ms. Aida Pagtan, Regional 
Agricultural and Fisheries Information 
Division (RAFID) chief encouraged the 
participants.

Leveling-off

“It is good to have these guidelines so that 
our swine raisers have something to follow 
but we must also be lenient such that it will 
be applicable or fit based on their living 
condition as long as we can see that the 
project won’t be compromised,” Dr. 
Leonardo Damian from POVS – Kalinga 
commented.

FLS will be conducted in collaboration with 
the Provincial Office for Veterinary Services 
(POVS), Municipal Agriculture Office 
(MAO), and Barangay Biosecurity Officers 
(BBO).

With the rampant spread of ASF virus 
across the country, biosecurity guidelines 
were imposed by the government to sustain 
the availability of pork supply in less or not 
affected areas and to supply affected areas. 
Meanwhile, SAAD CAR adapted the Farm 
Biosecurity Form generated by Benguet in 
implementing its swine repopulation.

ASF virus spreads from one area to another 
through the entry of an infected swine or its 
processed product in an area, hence, 
entry of such is prohibited by partner 
implementers.

Beneficiaries are also discouraged in 
feeding their swine stocks with any pork 
meat products and by-products.

In any case that a SAAD location site is 
affected by the virus, it will be reported to 
the POVS – a member of the ASF Task 
Force – for immediate actions to be taken.

Animal Welfare Act which aims to ensure 
humane treatment of animals was also 

discussed. The five welfare needs were 
identified and set in reference to the 
biosecurity measures against the ASF 
virus.

Field visit

A swine production area of SAAD 
beneficiary Ms. Gudilea Ayangdo from 
Pasil, Kalinga was visited by selected 
participants. The resource speakers had a 
brief demonstration in assessing the 
production and likewise suggesting the 
necessary biosecurity measures to be done 
by the beneficiary.

“Mayat ta adda ti kastuy nga aktibidad 
tapnu makitayu ti nagbalinan dagiti inted ti 
SAAD ken makaisuggest ti sabali pay nga 
pakaiproban na ti panangtaraken ti babuy. 
Gundawayak metten nga agpasalamat ti 
inted ti SAAD ta isu pay nga pagliwliw-an 
ken makatulong ti panagbyag aglalu tatta 
nga pandemic,” said Ms. Ayangdo.

[Having activities like this is good so that 
you (program implementers) can see the 
outcome of what SAAD has provided and to 
have other suggestions on how to improve 
our swine production management. I would 
also like to take this opportunity to thank 
SAAD for giving me something to do that 
can aid our living especially during this 
pandemic.]

Completing the activity, Ms. Kristine Flores, 
Project Development Officer, shared that 
she is now more knowledgeable and can 
guide her area beneficiaries better in 
attaining a more productive and 
bio-secured swine-raising. ### (Sheena 
Phine Pisco-Dayagon)

We must give them time and TLC (tender 
love and care) to attain good growth 
performance and harvest,” said 
Ms. Dabalos.

Ms. Dabalos also shared the importance of 
managing pests and diseases as well as 
postharvest handling. She said “cleanliness 
is the key to combat pest and disease in 
our production area.

Buenavista municipal agriculturist Mr. Lino 
M. Divinagracia also shared his knowledge 
on identifying symptoms of “bugtok” 
disease caused by Ralstonia solanacearum 
bacteria, clearing of undesirable banana 
parts through deleafing and desuckering, 
and proper fruit bagging during the field 
visit at Bohol Agricultural Promotion Center 
Banana Production site.

Meanwhile, DA Bohol Experimental Station 
senior science research specialist Rosarita 
D. Crencia discussed necessary 
information on the production, common 
pests and diseases, as well as postharvest 
management for sweet potatoes.

“Bananas and sweet potato are climate 
resilient crops which can withstand minimal 
rainfall and drought,” Ms. Crencia said. She 
also shared that sweet potatoes are 
considered cash crops.

During the field visit at the Bohol 
Experimental Station, the participants 

performed actual cutting material collection 
and planting of sweet potato. They also 
observed the field demo on sweet potato 
and banana intercropping and visited the 
tissue culture laboratory.

“Dako kaau ko ug pasalamat niining 
training kay na refresh akoang knowledge 
mahitungod sa saging ug kamote 
technology ug kani amoang paningkamotan 
nga mapadangat ug mapaambit ngadto sa 
amoang tagsa-tagsa ka mga beneficiaries 
ug mag-uuma didto sa kalunsuran aron 
makat-on sila niining teknolohiya,” shared 
participant Jonas T. Luega.

(I am privileged and thankful for this 
training. This helped me freshen up my 
knowledge on banana and sweet potato 
technology. We will do our very best to 
re-echo what we have learned from this 
training to the beneficiaries for them to 
improve their traditional farming practices.

Local government unit (LGU) 
representatives from Bien Unido (1 farmer; 
1 LGU technician), Getafe (1 farmer; 2 LGU 
technician), Carlos P. Garcia (2 farmers), 
Buenavista (1 farmer; 2 LGU technicians), 
and Mabini (1 farmer; 1 technician); SAAD 
(8); Provincial Agriculture Office (2), 
selected farmers and association 
presidents (6), and PATCO (2) participated 
in the four-day training. ### (Jolina Daño 
and Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)
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July 1, 2021

BOHOL, June 25, 2021 – The Department 
of Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program in Bohol 
equipped 30 technicians to train 300 
farmers on Sweet Potato-Banana 
Production and Postharvest Management.

The training activity was conducted at 
Reynas the Haven and Garden, Cogon 
District, Tagbilaran City, Bohol from 
June 22 to 25.

Majority of the banana sold in Bohol 
markets come from Mindanao because 
locally farmed bananas could not meet 
market demand. Due to this situation, there 
is a need to conduct the Training of 
Trainors to capacitate trainers with 
knowledge in order to train SAAD  farmer 
beneficiaries.

The Sweet Potato-Banana Intercropping 

Project was implemented in Bien Unido, 
Getafe, Carlos P. Garcia, Buenavista, and 
Mabini, benefiting 60 farmers in each 
municipality.

The project has an allocated budget of 
Php 6,308,000 to cover around 21 hectares 
with 711,000 sweet potato cuttings and 64 
hectares with 40,000 tissue cultured 
bananas.

Sweet Potato-Banana Production and 
Postharvest Management Training

Provincial Agriculture Technology 
Coordinating Office (PATCO) Bohol 
Agriculturist II Deseada C. Dabalos 
discussed the banana industry profile as 
well as cultural management and practices 
such as the use of tissue cultured planting 
materials and the intercropping of banana 
and sweet potato.

“Growing bananas is like raising a child. 

SAAD equips 20 technicians to train 
300 Boholano farmers on intercropping

June 23, 2021

BOHOL, June 22, 2021 – The Department 
of Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program in Bohol 
equipped 20 technicians to train 300 
beneficiaries of the Corn-Peanut 
Production in Tagbilaran City, Bohol from 
June 15 to 17.

The local government unit (LGU) 
representatives from Bien Unido (1), Getafe 
(2), Carlos P. Garcia (1), Buenavista (1), 
and Mabini (1); SAAD staff (8); Provincial 
Agriculture Office (2), Provincial 
Veterinarian Office (2), and Provincial 
Agriculture Technology Coordinating Office 
(2) participated in the three-day training.

Resource speaker Teresita A. Mangayaay 
from DA – Bohol Experiment Station (BES) 
discussed integrated corn production and 
postharvest management, emphasizing on 
pests and diseases.

“Sa Integrated pest management, sanitation 
is the best solution para malikay sa sakit 
ang kamaisan and last option na ang pag 
gamit ug chemicals sa maisan para mawala 
ang army worm. Kanunay nga pagbisita sa 
maisan dapat ginabuhat para masuta ang 
sitwasyon sa maong tanom,” said 

Ms. Mangayaay.

(In Integrated Pest Management, sanitation 
is the best solution to avoid pests and other 
corn diseases; the use of pesticides should 
be the last option in combating fall 
armyworm. Regular field visits must also be 
done to keep your crops in good shape.)

Ms. Mangayaay also discussed the corn 
profile in Central Visayas, weed 
management, nutrient management, and 
computation of average yield through crop 
cut.

For the peanut production, Agriculture 
Center Chief Daisy O. Cartagenas of Soil 
Water Research and Development 
Research Center (SWRDC) explained the 
importance of peanut cultural management 
and practices, including nutrient, insect 
pest and disease, and postharvest.

The participants went to DA – Bohol 
Agricultural Promotion Center (APC) field 
where the resource speakers explained 
further the production and management 
principles through a question-and-answer 
session. The technicians also engaged in 
actual seeding of peanut.

July 3, 2021

KALINGA, June 29, 2021 – Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Community and 
Project Development Officers from 
Cordillera received a two-day training to set 
standards in conducting Farmer Livestock 
School (FLS) for swine production in Tabuk 
City, Kalinga.

This training conducted from June 17-18 
aims to standardize the implementation of 
swine production by SAAD beneficiaries 
across the region.

The training was done in response to the 
swine repopulation program of the DA with 
the aim of (1) increasing the population 
of swine in the SAAD barangays; 
(2) encouraging beneficiaries to venture 
into swine breeding through feed subsidy; 
and (3) providing beneficiaries the 
opportunity to increase their income 
through the establishment of 
community-based enterprises. The FSL 
focuses on the promotion and adoption of 
technologies by farmers.

Topics discussed by various resource 

speakers were African Swine Fever (ASF) 
updates in CAR; farm biosecurity; a guide 
for successful swine-raising; swine feeds 
and feeding; swine health management; 
and Animal Welfare Act.

An open discussion and leveling-off was 
also undertaken to raise concerns and set 
the standards of FSL to be conducted. This 
was followed by a field visit and 
demonstration participated by two staff per 
province, facilitators, and two from the 
speakers.

“Adalen yu nga ustu dagiti aggapu ti 
speakers tayu tapnu adda maisuru yu ti 
farmers tayu a mangpasayaat metlang ti 
daytuy nga programa [Learn from our 
resource speakers to be equipped with 
knowledge that you can extend to our 
farmers that can also make this program a 
success],” Ms. Aida Pagtan, Regional 
Agricultural and Fisheries Information 
Division (RAFID) chief encouraged the 
participants.

Leveling-off

“It is good to have these guidelines so that 
our swine raisers have something to follow 
but we must also be lenient such that it will 
be applicable or fit based on their living 
condition as long as we can see that the 
project won’t be compromised,” Dr. 
Leonardo Damian from POVS – Kalinga 
commented.

FLS will be conducted in collaboration with 
the Provincial Office for Veterinary Services 
(POVS), Municipal Agriculture Office 
(MAO), and Barangay Biosecurity Officers 
(BBO).

With the rampant spread of ASF virus 
across the country, biosecurity guidelines 
were imposed by the government to sustain 
the availability of pork supply in less or not 
affected areas and to supply affected areas. 
Meanwhile, SAAD CAR adapted the Farm 
Biosecurity Form generated by Benguet in 
implementing its swine repopulation.

ASF virus spreads from one area to another 
through the entry of an infected swine or its 
processed product in an area, hence, 
entry of such is prohibited by partner 
implementers.

Beneficiaries are also discouraged in 
feeding their swine stocks with any pork 
meat products and by-products.

In any case that a SAAD location site is 
affected by the virus, it will be reported to 
the POVS – a member of the ASF Task 
Force – for immediate actions to be taken.

Animal Welfare Act which aims to ensure 
humane treatment of animals was also 

discussed. The five welfare needs were 
identified and set in reference to the 
biosecurity measures against the ASF 
virus.

Field visit

A swine production area of SAAD 
beneficiary Ms. Gudilea Ayangdo from 
Pasil, Kalinga was visited by selected 
participants. The resource speakers had a 
brief demonstration in assessing the 
production and likewise suggesting the 
necessary biosecurity measures to be done 
by the beneficiary.

“Mayat ta adda ti kastuy nga aktibidad 
tapnu makitayu ti nagbalinan dagiti inted ti 
SAAD ken makaisuggest ti sabali pay nga 
pakaiproban na ti panangtaraken ti babuy. 
Gundawayak metten nga agpasalamat ti 
inted ti SAAD ta isu pay nga pagliwliw-an 
ken makatulong ti panagbyag aglalu tatta 
nga pandemic,” said Ms. Ayangdo.

[Having activities like this is good so that 
you (program implementers) can see the 
outcome of what SAAD has provided and to 
have other suggestions on how to improve 
our swine production management. I would 
also like to take this opportunity to thank 
SAAD for giving me something to do that 
can aid our living especially during this 
pandemic.]

Completing the activity, Ms. Kristine Flores, 
Project Development Officer, shared that 
she is now more knowledgeable and can 
guide her area beneficiaries better in 
attaining a more productive and 
bio-secured swine-raising. ### (Sheena 
Phine Pisco-Dayagon)

We must give them time and TLC (tender 
love and care) to attain good growth 
performance and harvest,” said 
Ms. Dabalos.

Ms. Dabalos also shared the importance of 
managing pests and diseases as well as 
postharvest handling. She said “cleanliness 
is the key to combat pest and disease in 
our production area.

Buenavista municipal agriculturist Mr. Lino 
M. Divinagracia also shared his knowledge 
on identifying symptoms of “bugtok” 
disease caused by Ralstonia solanacearum 
bacteria, clearing of undesirable banana 
parts through deleafing and desuckering, 
and proper fruit bagging during the field 
visit at Bohol Agricultural Promotion Center 
Banana Production site.

Meanwhile, DA Bohol Experimental Station 
senior science research specialist Rosarita 
D. Crencia discussed necessary 
information on the production, common 
pests and diseases, as well as postharvest 
management for sweet potatoes.

“Bananas and sweet potato are climate 
resilient crops which can withstand minimal 
rainfall and drought,” Ms. Crencia said. She 
also shared that sweet potatoes are 
considered cash crops.

During the field visit at the Bohol 
Experimental Station, the participants 

performed actual cutting material collection 
and planting of sweet potato. They also 
observed the field demo on sweet potato 
and banana intercropping and visited the 
tissue culture laboratory.

“Dako kaau ko ug pasalamat niining 
training kay na refresh akoang knowledge 
mahitungod sa saging ug kamote 
technology ug kani amoang paningkamotan 
nga mapadangat ug mapaambit ngadto sa 
amoang tagsa-tagsa ka mga beneficiaries 
ug mag-uuma didto sa kalunsuran aron 
makat-on sila niining teknolohiya,” shared 
participant Jonas T. Luega.

(I am privileged and thankful for this 
training. This helped me freshen up my 
knowledge on banana and sweet potato 
technology. We will do our very best to 
re-echo what we have learned from this 
training to the beneficiaries for them to 
improve their traditional farming practices.

Local government unit (LGU) 
representatives from Bien Unido (1 farmer; 
1 LGU technician), Getafe (1 farmer; 2 LGU 
technician), Carlos P. Garcia (2 farmers), 
Buenavista (1 farmer; 2 LGU technicians), 
and Mabini (1 farmer; 1 technician); SAAD 
(8); Provincial Agriculture Office (2), 
selected farmers and association 
presidents (6), and PATCO (2) participated 
in the four-day training. ### (Jolina Daño 
and Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)

continue to next page
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“Ang field visit gihimo namu para makita 
jud sa mga participants ang actual scenario 
sa field diin ang mga participants maka 
interact ug pangutana sa expert kong unsa 
ang maau ug angay na pagabantayan sa 
pag produce ug mani,” SAAD Bohol 
Provincial Coordinator Ian Egam shared.

(We visited the field to show the 
participants the actual scenarios and allow 
them to interact with our experts to have 
their questions answered and to gain 
additional knowledge and skills on peanut 
production.)

2021 Bohol Corn-Peanut Production 
implementation

The Bohol Corn-Peanut Production Project 

worth Php 10,510,480 will be implemented 
after the training.

Sixty beneficiaries per municipality in 
Bohol were short-listed by the local 
government units and were chosen based 
on their poverty situation.

The project targets to cover a total of 200 
hectares of corn intercropped with peanut.

The 20 trainees will be sent to different 
barangays to share their learnings to the 
beneficiaries. The staff are closely 
coordinating with the Provincial Office of 
Bohol for project implementation. ### 
(Jolina Daño and Natalianne Marie Delos 
Reyes) 15 SOFA members in Leyte trained 

on peanut and poultry farming

June 15, 2021

LEYTE, June 7, 2021 The 15 beneficiaries 
of Sitio Olongline Farmers’ Association 
(SOFA) from Barangay Tahud, Inopacan, 
Leyte took part in the peanut and chicken 
production training of the Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) from June 2 to 3.

The peanut production training was 
conducted by Ms. Bernardita Pangilinan, 
the Agri-Extension Worker from the Office 
of the Provincial Agriculturist.

Meanwhile, another training about the 
native chicken production was conducted 
by Mr. Allan Brit, the Provincial Coordinator 
of SAAD Leyte.

Both garnered positive feedback from the 
association members and their president, 
Rommel Esmero.

“On behalf of the Sitio Olongline Farmers’ 
Association, we are very thankful to receive 
our first livelihood intervention given by DA 
through the SAAD Program. Rest assured, 
we will do our very best to make this dream 

project successful,” said Esmero.

“By 2024, nakakurbata na ang mga lalaki 
ug nakaheels na ang mga babaye. Ug sa 
2025, milyonaryo na kami. (By 2024, men 
will be wearing neckties and women will be 
wearing heels. And by 2025, we will be 
millionaires),” Esmero added.

The project – Native Chicken and Peanut 
Production and Marketing – is currently 
being planned. 450 kilograms (kg) of 
peanut seeds and 220 heads of native 
chickens are expected to be delivered to 
SOFA in the third quarter of 2021. It will 
occupy 2 hectares of the communal area in 
Sitio Olongline in Tahud, Inopacan once the 
production starts.

Lessons shared with SOFA shall enable 
them to apply their newly acquired technical 
knowledge for their peanut and native 
chicken production. It will open more 
opportunities as the farmers become highly 
engaged to further flourish in the 
agricultural industry. ### (Andrea Ragot)
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May 31, 2021

SIQUIJOR, May 28, 2021 –  Through the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Provincial 
Agriculture Technology Coordinating Office 
(PATCO) in Siquijor, 50 farmers gained 
knowledge on technology and management 
skills to prepare them for the FY 2020 
Chicken Egg Production Project provided 
by the Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program in Region 7.

Farmers from the municipalities of Siquijor 
(22 individuals), San Juan (16 individuals), 
Enrique Villanueva (10 individuals), and 
Maria (two individuals) attended the 
training conducted at EI Suites, Mabini 
Street, Siquijor from May 26 to 28.

Provincial Veterinarian Dr. Bernardita S. 
Tabada informed the farmers that there 
would be a sure market for the eggs due to 
the current sufficiency level of eggs in the 
province, which is only at around 50%.

OIC Agriculture Provincial Coordinating 
Officer Rodolfo S. Anulacion congratulated 
the farmers, saying that they are the lucky 
few who were chosen as SAAD 
beneficiaries. He told them of his hope that 
the farmers would give importance and take 
care of the project even if the project given 
is not large scale.

Provincial Coordinator Agnes Guanella 
M. Café encouraged the farmers to treat 
this project like a business and the 
interventions that will be delivered should 

50 recipients of the chicken egg production 
project in Siquijor undergo training

be considered as capital provided by the 
government.

Also present during the training as 
speakers were Senior Agriculturist Ramir A. 
Chan, Agriculturists Erra D. Elvinia and 
Jhea G. Manginsay, and the SAAD Siquijor 
team.

 FY 2020 Chicken Layer Project

The Php 4.64 million-worth FY 2020 
Chicken Egg Production Project was 
downloaded to the Provincial Government 
of Siquijor through the Provincial Veterinary 
Office.

It was turned over on May 17 at the Office 
of the Provincial Governor, Siquijor 
Provincial Capitol with a target of 100 
beneficiaries.

Each pair of farmers will receive a module 
of the project consisting of 48 ready-to-lay 
chickens with a cage, 14 bags of feeds, and 
100 pieces of egg trays.

After the training, the farmers will prepare 
the housing for the chicken layers while 
waiting for the delivery of the interventions.

The next two batches of specialized 
training for the remaining recipients from 
the municipalities of Larena (12 
individuals), Maria (16 individuals), and 
Lazi (22 individuals) are yet to be 
scheduled. ### (Dianne Francis Sy)

May 27, 2021

NEGROS OCCIDENTAL, May 10, 2021 –  
The Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program of the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) in Western 
Visayas trained 156 farmers from Toboso, 
Negros Occidental.

In pursuit of the program’s improvement of 
the farmers’ knowledge, the training aims to 
enhance their skills in new farming 
technologies for sustainable income and 
livelihood.

Amy Parillo, SAAD Area Coordinator for 
Toboso, said the participants attended 6 
batches of a one-day training from April 29 
to May 7 with the collaboration of the 
provincial local government unit.

She said that all farmer-partners were 
encouraged to undergo SAAD training for 
them to become competitive in their corn 
production.

All of the participants came from the town’s 
upland villages that received corn 
production intervention packages.

“The learning and skills that our recipients 
got from the training would help them 
increase their corn yield. Despite the 
pandemic, they were all motivated to attend 
the training and that’s a good point,” Parillo 
said.

Three corn specialists from the Office of the 
Provincial Agriculturist (OPA) of Negros 
Occidental – Agriculturist II Victor Llassos, 
Agricultural Technician Camille Cahilig, and 
Agriculturist I Meriam Defensor Era – 
served as resource persons.

The topics discussed were integrated 
nutrient management and pest 
management, cultural management, 
postharvest, soil health, and fertilizers 
computation.

156 Toboso farmers undergo corn pedagogy

For her part, Rossel Salazar of Barangay 
Bandila Farmers Association expressed her 
appreciation to the DA-SAAD Region 6 for 
the support provided to them to broaden 
their knowledge and skills.

“Kanami gid sang mga proyekto kag 
training nga ginahatag sang SAAD sa 
amon. Tungod sa training, napaabut gid sa 
amon ang insakto nga pag-apply sang 
abuno sa amon mais kag tanan nga 
hilimuon para magnami ang amon 
pagtanum sang mga mais. (The projects 
and training granted to us by the SAAD 
[Program] were all beneficial. During the 
training, we learned how to properly fertilize 
our corn as well as various techniques on 
how to improve our yield),” Salazar said.

To note, the SAAD Program allocated 
Php 3,407,400 to beneficiaries in the 
municipality of Toboso under FY 2021. The 
fund was intended for social preparatory 
activities and training and intervention 
packages such as production inputs, 
postharvest equipment, and machinery. ### 
(Christ John Gamarcha and Andrea Ragot)
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Swine raisers in SAAD-Samar 
equipped for project implementation

May 6, 2021

SAMAR, May 5, 2021 – The Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program in 
Region 8 equipped the members of the San 
Sebastian Swine Raisers Association 
(SSSRA) in San Sebastian by conducting 
social preparation activities and training.

The group focuses on breeding and 
fattening of swine as well as vegetable 
cultivation. Because of the association’s 
huge involvement in farming, it was chosen 
as a recipient of the program.

The Community Needs Assessment (CNA) 
and Capability Building Training were done 
from April 14 to 16 2021 for the group’s 
preliminary activity as program 
beneficiaries in 2021.

Both activities are helpful tools for the 
farmers. They serve as starting point to 
address properly a rural community’s needs 
and advocate for improvement; identify the 
strengths and resources available in the 
area; and focus on the coordination of 
association members from organizing, 
delegating tasks, strategizing in marketing, 
to facilitating in carrying out project 

activities.

During the CNA, farmers were interactive 
and participative, especially the president 
who raised questions regarding SAAD 
guidelines and the flow of the project.

The beneficiaries were encouraged to 
always abide by agreements between the 
association and SAAD Program because 
the project’s success depends largely on 
the cooperation of the members.

Meanwhile, the training enhanced the 
members’ capability to implement the 
project as well as encouraged them to be 
more cooperative in dealing challenges and 
making solutions.

The training is a step toward a more 
facilitative coordination between SSSRA 
and the program to help them improve their 
productivity and income.

The activity was spearheaded by Area 
Coordinators Ceiara A. Uraga, Roy A. 
Tabontabon, and Jasper B. Aguelo who 
served as the resource speakers. Municipal 
Agriculturist Ester Mabao was also present 
to inspire the farmers. ### (Jasper Aguelo)

SAAD 11 partners with ATI in 
conducting extension delivery 

system training for area coordinators

May 6, 2021

DAVAO ORIENTAL, April 30, 2021– Area 
coordinators of the Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) in Region 
11 received training on extension delivery 
services to strengthen their fundamental 
skills in delivering interventions to 
beneficiaries.

The three-day event observed minimum 
health standards with less than 20 people, 
including speakers and participants on April 
29-30, 2021.

As a result, SAAD 11’s implementation will 
be more tailored-fit to its beneficiaries, 
focusing on the farmer’s empowerment, 
instead of merely delivering interventions.

The training was done in direct response to 
an intensive year ahead, with the program 
having its biggest allocation yet in its four 
years of implementation at Php 43 million.

The region tapped the Agricultural Training 
Institute (ATI) Region 11, Department of 
Agriculture’s training arm, to facilitate the 
event.

“This training will transform you—should 
you internalize it. This is for you…so that 
you can internalize your real value as an 
extensionist,” Ms. Olivia Gatus, Assistant 
Center Director for ATI Region 11, 
encouraged SAAD 11’s area coordinators.

“You will be equipped with additional and 
nuanced knowledge and skills in the field, 
as well as the proper attitude in dealing 
with your clients to make sure the program 
will succeed,” she added.

Seminars in the training included 
extension delivery approaches, extension 
interventions, effective communication, 

among other things. Delivered by Ms. 
Gatus, Ms. Ofelia Sanchez, and Ms. Lucille 
Camarines, the seminars followed a 
hands-on approach, which asked 
participants to discuss, present, and 
brainstorm ideas and information.

Importance

“Need jud nato ni sa atoang implementation 
sa program [We need this, especially on the 
program’s implementation],” Ms. Naomi 
Lamata, SAAD 11 Focal Person, said.

 She added that, “The other year nga 
nagkita mi ni Director Mula, ako jud ning 
gi-open nga dapat i-capacitate pa jud nato 
atoang mga area coordinators as to 
implementation on the ground. Kay bisan 
pa maayo na atoang mga ACs, mas 
masabtan nila ilahang role with this 
training. Nga ang extension delivery, dili 
lang panghatag ug interventions.”

(When I met with Director Mula the other 
year, I opened up about the need to further 
capacitate our area coordinators as to the 
program’s implementation on the ground. 
Although our ACs are excellent, it would 
make them internalize their role with this 
training. That extension service is not just 
delivering interventions.)

This year, SAAD Region 11 widened its 
area of coverage to 57 barangays in all 11 
municipalities of Davao de Oro.  The 
majority of these barangays are 
Geographically Isolated and Disadvantaged 
Areas (GIDA) and End Local Communist 
Armed Conflict (ELCAC) areas.

Application

“We may already have the experience in 
being an extensionist, as well as the 
competencies, but this training made us 

realize as a whole that we have lots of 
areas to improve,” Mr. Jake Colina, SAAD 
11’s Provincial Area Coordinator, remarked.

“Rest assured that what we’ve learned 
here—we are going to bring to the ground. 
We’ll impart this to the farmers, especially,” 
Colina added.

Asked about how she will apply her 
learnings from the training, Ms. Anna Marie 
Malabarbas, Area Coordinator for 
Nabunturan and Maco, declared, “Ang 
atoang nasa hunahuna permente as an 
area coordinator, pag panghatag na lang. 
With this training, natun-an jud nako nga 
dili lang pag-facilitate ang atoang trabaho, 
it is to empower jud ang mga beneficiaries. 
So more meetings, constant 

communication, ug mas lalom nga 
pagsabot sa mga farmers.”

(As an area coordinator, what we always 
think about is the delivery and 
implementation. With this training, I learned 
that it’s not just about facilitation, it is to 
empower beneficiaries. That means more 
meetings, constant communication, and 
deeper understanding for the farmers.)

The event was held in Green Cuisine, a 
business venture by Genevieve Madelo, 
DA’s 2016 Gawad Saka Awardee in 
Banaybanay, Davao Oriental. ### (James 
Brian Flaga)

May 4, 2021

MOUNTAIN PROVINCE, May 4, 2021 –  As 
the program comes to a few steps closer to 
being granted an extension, the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program conducted a social mobilization 
training and leveling-off through a two-day 
training from April 15 to 16 at Teng-ab 
Pastoral Complex, Bontoc for 25 SAAD 
staff.

The activity aims to provide its 
implementers a uniform understanding of 
the social mobilization process in the 
context of the program implementation 
toward establishing communal enterprise 
development among beneficiaries.

Reinforcing output-driven initiatives

SAAD technical working group members, 
Ms. Aida Y. Pagtan and Ms. Leonora K. 
Verzola collaborated for a thorough 
discussion of the topic.

The experts are also former coordinators of 
the Social Mobilization Participatory Invest 
Plan and Agribusiness (SMPIP) and 
Agriculture Agribusiness Income 
Generating Activities (AAIGA) of the 
Cordillera Agricultural Resource 
Management Project (CHARMP).

At the opening of the training, Mountain 
Province – Agricultural Program 
Coordinating Officer (APCO) Beverly Pekas 
emphasized the importance of service the 
SAAD implementers render to the 
marginalized farming community in the 
province.

Being in the frontline of the implementation, 
Assistant Operations Officer Ms. Daisy 
Yogyog and SAAD Regional Planning 
Officer Ms. Leah Mon both reminded the 

participants of the core of the program – 
from enabling the rural poor to engage in 
farming to transforming them into 
agri-preneurs and establishing active 
enterprise in the community, contributing 
both to project sustainability and food 
security.

“Daytoy ket panag isagana iti tattao nga 
mang-implementar iti project tapnu adda 
pagturungan na ken iti ited ti SAAD ket 
agtul-tuloy [Social mobilization is preparing 
the people who implement the project 
towards attaining its goals by embracing 
the responsibilities attached in accepting 
the project and is equally important as 
ensuring the projects’ sustainability],” 
Ms. Aida reiterating the importance of 
community mobilization prior to 
intervention delivery.

Boiled down, the program aims to free 
people from their acquired state of poverty, 
whether heightened by unequal distribution 
of opportunities or a presence of armed 
conflict within the community.

The implementers were encouraged to 
immerse in the community; to live, respect, 
and learn from the locals; to encourage 
participation and build mutual trust by 
engaging them in crucial decision-making; 
and to tailor-fit approach from what they 
know, build on what they have, and teach 
by showing.

Mission: empowering communities by 
transforming farmers as agri-preneurs

In the training, a Business Model Canvas 
(virtual canvas with nine rectangles) was 
introduced to the implementers utilizing 
existing projects as case studies. 

The canvas served as a map of indicators 
on the readiness of the associations for 
enterprise expansion. It also elaborates the 
difference between a “livelihood” and an 
“enterprise” – which most of the time 
appears as a usual theme of the program.

As SAAD matures, while retaining 
livelihood provisions and broadening 
beneficiaries to serve more farmers, 
impacts through value-adding activities, 
creating labor opportunities, expanding 
market access, and choices are now 
reinforced to achieve the program’s 
objective.

Through SAAD implementers’ exposure 
to frameworks of development 
implementation, they acquire competence 
in driving the farmers to the program’s 
desired results. This is a positive indicator 
to augment confidence that the program 
secures the highest quality of service, 
backed with theoretical approach and 
balanced with community immersion. ### 
(Dinah Ay-yango)
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DAVAO ORIENTAL, April 30, 2021– Area 
coordinators of the Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) in Region 
11 received training on extension delivery 
services to strengthen their fundamental 
skills in delivering interventions to 
beneficiaries.

The three-day event observed minimum 
health standards with less than 20 people, 
including speakers and participants on April 
29-30, 2021.

As a result, SAAD 11’s implementation will 
be more tailored-fit to its beneficiaries, 
focusing on the farmer’s empowerment, 
instead of merely delivering interventions.

The training was done in direct response to 
an intensive year ahead, with the program 
having its biggest allocation yet in its four 
years of implementation at Php 43 million.

The region tapped the Agricultural Training 
Institute (ATI) Region 11, Department of 
Agriculture’s training arm, to facilitate the 
event.

“This training will transform you—should 
you internalize it. This is for you…so that 
you can internalize your real value as an 
extensionist,” Ms. Olivia Gatus, Assistant 
Center Director for ATI Region 11, 
encouraged SAAD 11’s area coordinators.

“You will be equipped with additional and 
nuanced knowledge and skills in the field, 
as well as the proper attitude in dealing 
with your clients to make sure the program 
will succeed,” she added.

Seminars in the training included 
extension delivery approaches, extension 
interventions, effective communication, 

among other things. Delivered by Ms. 
Gatus, Ms. Ofelia Sanchez, and Ms. Lucille 
Camarines, the seminars followed a 
hands-on approach, which asked 
participants to discuss, present, and 
brainstorm ideas and information.

Importance

“Need jud nato ni sa atoang implementation 
sa program [We need this, especially on the 
program’s implementation],” Ms. Naomi 
Lamata, SAAD 11 Focal Person, said.

 She added that, “The other year nga 
nagkita mi ni Director Mula, ako jud ning 
gi-open nga dapat i-capacitate pa jud nato 
atoang mga area coordinators as to 
implementation on the ground. Kay bisan 
pa maayo na atoang mga ACs, mas 
masabtan nila ilahang role with this 
training. Nga ang extension delivery, dili 
lang panghatag ug interventions.”

(When I met with Director Mula the other 
year, I opened up about the need to further 
capacitate our area coordinators as to the 
program’s implementation on the ground. 
Although our ACs are excellent, it would 
make them internalize their role with this 
training. That extension service is not just 
delivering interventions.)

This year, SAAD Region 11 widened its 
area of coverage to 57 barangays in all 11 
municipalities of Davao de Oro.  The 
majority of these barangays are 
Geographically Isolated and Disadvantaged 
Areas (GIDA) and End Local Communist 
Armed Conflict (ELCAC) areas.

Application

“We may already have the experience in 
being an extensionist, as well as the 
competencies, but this training made us 

realize as a whole that we have lots of 
areas to improve,” Mr. Jake Colina, SAAD 
11’s Provincial Area Coordinator, remarked.

“Rest assured that what we’ve learned 
here—we are going to bring to the ground. 
We’ll impart this to the farmers, especially,” 
Colina added.

Asked about how she will apply her 
learnings from the training, Ms. Anna Marie 
Malabarbas, Area Coordinator for 
Nabunturan and Maco, declared, “Ang 
atoang nasa hunahuna permente as an 
area coordinator, pag panghatag na lang. 
With this training, natun-an jud nako nga 
dili lang pag-facilitate ang atoang trabaho, 
it is to empower jud ang mga beneficiaries. 
So more meetings, constant 

communication, ug mas lalom nga 
pagsabot sa mga farmers.”

(As an area coordinator, what we always 
think about is the delivery and 
implementation. With this training, I learned 
that it’s not just about facilitation, it is to 
empower beneficiaries. That means more 
meetings, constant communication, and 
deeper understanding for the farmers.)

The event was held in Green Cuisine, a 
business venture by Genevieve Madelo, 
DA’s 2016 Gawad Saka Awardee in 
Banaybanay, Davao Oriental. ### (James 
Brian Flaga)

MP project implementers undergo 
refresher on program implementation

May 4, 2021

MOUNTAIN PROVINCE, May 4, 2021 –  As 
the program comes to a few steps closer to 
being granted an extension, the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program conducted a social mobilization 
training and leveling-off through a two-day 
training from April 15 to 16 at Teng-ab 
Pastoral Complex, Bontoc for 25 SAAD 
staff.

The activity aims to provide its 
implementers a uniform understanding of 
the social mobilization process in the 
context of the program implementation 
toward establishing communal enterprise 
development among beneficiaries.

Reinforcing output-driven initiatives

SAAD technical working group members, 
Ms. Aida Y. Pagtan and Ms. Leonora K. 
Verzola collaborated for a thorough 
discussion of the topic.

The experts are also former coordinators of 
the Social Mobilization Participatory Invest 
Plan and Agribusiness (SMPIP) and 
Agriculture Agribusiness Income 
Generating Activities (AAIGA) of the 
Cordillera Agricultural Resource 
Management Project (CHARMP).

At the opening of the training, Mountain 
Province – Agricultural Program 
Coordinating Officer (APCO) Beverly Pekas 
emphasized the importance of service the 
SAAD implementers render to the 
marginalized farming community in the 
province.

Being in the frontline of the implementation, 
Assistant Operations Officer Ms. Daisy 
Yogyog and SAAD Regional Planning 
Officer Ms. Leah Mon both reminded the 

participants of the core of the program – 
from enabling the rural poor to engage in 
farming to transforming them into 
agri-preneurs and establishing active 
enterprise in the community, contributing 
both to project sustainability and food 
security.

“Daytoy ket panag isagana iti tattao nga 
mang-implementar iti project tapnu adda 
pagturungan na ken iti ited ti SAAD ket 
agtul-tuloy [Social mobilization is preparing 
the people who implement the project 
towards attaining its goals by embracing 
the responsibilities attached in accepting 
the project and is equally important as 
ensuring the projects’ sustainability],” 
Ms. Aida reiterating the importance of 
community mobilization prior to 
intervention delivery.

Boiled down, the program aims to free 
people from their acquired state of poverty, 
whether heightened by unequal distribution 
of opportunities or a presence of armed 
conflict within the community.

The implementers were encouraged to 
immerse in the community; to live, respect, 
and learn from the locals; to encourage 
participation and build mutual trust by 
engaging them in crucial decision-making; 
and to tailor-fit approach from what they 
know, build on what they have, and teach 
by showing.

Mission: empowering communities by 
transforming farmers as agri-preneurs

In the training, a Business Model Canvas 
(virtual canvas with nine rectangles) was 
introduced to the implementers utilizing 
existing projects as case studies. 

continue to next page

The canvas served as a map of indicators 
on the readiness of the associations for 
enterprise expansion. It also elaborates the 
difference between a “livelihood” and an 
“enterprise” – which most of the time 
appears as a usual theme of the program.

As SAAD matures, while retaining 
livelihood provisions and broadening 
beneficiaries to serve more farmers, 
impacts through value-adding activities, 
creating labor opportunities, expanding 
market access, and choices are now 
reinforced to achieve the program’s 
objective.

Through SAAD implementers’ exposure 
to frameworks of development 
implementation, they acquire competence 
in driving the farmers to the program’s 
desired results. This is a positive indicator 
to augment confidence that the program 
secures the highest quality of service, 
backed with theoretical approach and 
balanced with community immersion. ### 
(Dinah Ay-yango)



i207

May 4, 2021

MOUNTAIN PROVINCE, May 4, 2021 –  As 
the program comes to a few steps closer to 
being granted an extension, the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program conducted a social mobilization 
training and leveling-off through a two-day 
training from April 15 to 16 at Teng-ab 
Pastoral Complex, Bontoc for 25 SAAD 
staff.

The activity aims to provide its 
implementers a uniform understanding of 
the social mobilization process in the 
context of the program implementation 
toward establishing communal enterprise 
development among beneficiaries.

Reinforcing output-driven initiatives

SAAD technical working group members, 
Ms. Aida Y. Pagtan and Ms. Leonora K. 
Verzola collaborated for a thorough 
discussion of the topic.

The experts are also former coordinators of 
the Social Mobilization Participatory Invest 
Plan and Agribusiness (SMPIP) and 
Agriculture Agribusiness Income 
Generating Activities (AAIGA) of the 
Cordillera Agricultural Resource 
Management Project (CHARMP).

At the opening of the training, Mountain 
Province – Agricultural Program 
Coordinating Officer (APCO) Beverly Pekas 
emphasized the importance of service the 
SAAD implementers render to the 
marginalized farming community in the 
province.

Being in the frontline of the implementation, 
Assistant Operations Officer Ms. Daisy 
Yogyog and SAAD Regional Planning 
Officer Ms. Leah Mon both reminded the 

participants of the core of the program – 
from enabling the rural poor to engage in 
farming to transforming them into 
agri-preneurs and establishing active 
enterprise in the community, contributing 
both to project sustainability and food 
security.

“Daytoy ket panag isagana iti tattao nga 
mang-implementar iti project tapnu adda 
pagturungan na ken iti ited ti SAAD ket 
agtul-tuloy [Social mobilization is preparing 
the people who implement the project 
towards attaining its goals by embracing 
the responsibilities attached in accepting 
the project and is equally important as 
ensuring the projects’ sustainability],” 
Ms. Aida reiterating the importance of 
community mobilization prior to 
intervention delivery.

Boiled down, the program aims to free 
people from their acquired state of poverty, 
whether heightened by unequal distribution 
of opportunities or a presence of armed 
conflict within the community.

The implementers were encouraged to 
immerse in the community; to live, respect, 
and learn from the locals; to encourage 
participation and build mutual trust by 
engaging them in crucial decision-making; 
and to tailor-fit approach from what they 
know, build on what they have, and teach 
by showing.

Mission: empowering communities by 
transforming farmers as agri-preneurs

In the training, a Business Model Canvas 
(virtual canvas with nine rectangles) was 
introduced to the implementers utilizing 
existing projects as case studies. 

The canvas served as a map of indicators 
on the readiness of the associations for 
enterprise expansion. It also elaborates the 
difference between a “livelihood” and an 
“enterprise” – which most of the time 
appears as a usual theme of the program.

As SAAD matures, while retaining 
livelihood provisions and broadening 
beneficiaries to serve more farmers, 
impacts through value-adding activities, 
creating labor opportunities, expanding 
market access, and choices are now 
reinforced to achieve the program’s 
objective.

Through SAAD implementers’ exposure 
to frameworks of development 
implementation, they acquire competence 
in driving the farmers to the program’s 
desired results. This is a positive indicator 
to augment confidence that the program 
secures the highest quality of service, 
backed with theoretical approach and 
balanced with community immersion. ### 
(Dinah Ay-yango)

DA-SAAD preps Samar farmers’ 
associations before project turnover

May 4,, 2021

SAMAR, May 4, 2021 – The Department of 
Agriculture (DA) under the Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
in Samar kicked off its Community Needs 
Assessment and Capability Building 
Training for 140 identified beneficiaries 
under FY 2021 in Pinabacdao from April 12 
to 17.

Botoc Credit Cooperative of Brgy. Botoc 
and Obayan Farmers Association of Brgy. 
Obayan successfully completed the 
three–day training conducted by the SAAD 
Samar team with the active participation 
and assistance of the Pinabacdao local 
government unit headed by Municipal 
Agriculturist Dante O. Gabatbat.

Held in their respective barangays, 20 
members and officers per association 
participated in the activity.

The capability-building activity equipped 
140 farmers from 7 associations with the 
necessary skill set, attitude, and drive prior 

to the delivery and full implementation of 
the project.

Among the highlights of the Community 
Needs Assessment was the essence of 
organizing an association or a cooperative.  
It became a refresher to the association 
members as they tackled the history, 
mission, and vision of the groups.

In this training, the leadership roles and 
responsibilities of both officers and 
members were elaborated. Good 
communication as a requisite, especially 
during conflicts, was likewise emphasized.

In the capability–building training, the 
importance of financial management to 
advance the level of a farmer to an 
entrepreneur was stressed out.

It helped them learn the benefit of having a 
network of support, approaching creditors 
for loans, formulating a strategic business 
plan, and acquiring the right administrative 
skills to manage their association.

The training was not only informative and 
interactive, but it became an avenue for 
members to express their feelings, to 
address and solve issues within the 
organization.

The participants were grateful that the 
activities were conducted. A sentiment from 
a participant that caught the organizers’ 
hearts was: “Naiha nala ak nga parag–uma 
ngan parag–atender hin mga seminar ngan 
training, pero dinhe pala ak ha SAAD 
Program naka–attend hin baga tuhay nga 
training.”

(I have been a farmer for a long time now 
who has been attending seminars/ training, 
but it is only here with the SAAD Program 
that I attended proper training.) ### (Jeric 
Afable)
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MOUNTAIN PROVINCE, May 4, 2021 –  As 
the program comes to a few steps closer to 
being granted an extension, the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program conducted a social mobilization 
training and leveling-off through a two-day 
training from April 15 to 16 at Teng-ab 
Pastoral Complex, Bontoc for 25 SAAD 
staff.

The activity aims to provide its 
implementers a uniform understanding of 
the social mobilization process in the 
context of the program implementation 
toward establishing communal enterprise 
development among beneficiaries.

Reinforcing output-driven initiatives

SAAD technical working group members, 
Ms. Aida Y. Pagtan and Ms. Leonora K. 
Verzola collaborated for a thorough 
discussion of the topic.

The experts are also former coordinators of 
the Social Mobilization Participatory Invest 
Plan and Agribusiness (SMPIP) and 
Agriculture Agribusiness Income 
Generating Activities (AAIGA) of the 
Cordillera Agricultural Resource 
Management Project (CHARMP).

At the opening of the training, Mountain 
Province – Agricultural Program 
Coordinating Officer (APCO) Beverly Pekas 
emphasized the importance of service the 
SAAD implementers render to the 
marginalized farming community in the 
province.

Being in the frontline of the implementation, 
Assistant Operations Officer Ms. Daisy 
Yogyog and SAAD Regional Planning 
Officer Ms. Leah Mon both reminded the 

participants of the core of the program – 
from enabling the rural poor to engage in 
farming to transforming them into 
agri-preneurs and establishing active 
enterprise in the community, contributing 
both to project sustainability and food 
security.

“Daytoy ket panag isagana iti tattao nga 
mang-implementar iti project tapnu adda 
pagturungan na ken iti ited ti SAAD ket 
agtul-tuloy [Social mobilization is preparing 
the people who implement the project 
towards attaining its goals by embracing 
the responsibilities attached in accepting 
the project and is equally important as 
ensuring the projects’ sustainability],” 
Ms. Aida reiterating the importance of 
community mobilization prior to 
intervention delivery.

Boiled down, the program aims to free 
people from their acquired state of poverty, 
whether heightened by unequal distribution 
of opportunities or a presence of armed 
conflict within the community.

The implementers were encouraged to 
immerse in the community; to live, respect, 
and learn from the locals; to encourage 
participation and build mutual trust by 
engaging them in crucial decision-making; 
and to tailor-fit approach from what they 
know, build on what they have, and teach 
by showing.

Mission: empowering communities by 
transforming farmers as agri-preneurs

In the training, a Business Model Canvas 
(virtual canvas with nine rectangles) was 
introduced to the implementers utilizing 
existing projects as case studies. 

The canvas served as a map of indicators 
on the readiness of the associations for 
enterprise expansion. It also elaborates the 
difference between a “livelihood” and an 
“enterprise” – which most of the time 
appears as a usual theme of the program.

As SAAD matures, while retaining 
livelihood provisions and broadening 
beneficiaries to serve more farmers, 
impacts through value-adding activities, 
creating labor opportunities, expanding 
market access, and choices are now 
reinforced to achieve the program’s 
objective.

Through SAAD implementers’ exposure 
to frameworks of development 
implementation, they acquire competence 
in driving the farmers to the program’s 
desired results. This is a positive indicator 
to augment confidence that the program 
secures the highest quality of service, 
backed with theoretical approach and 
balanced with community immersion. ### 
(Dinah Ay-yango)

March 26, 2021

BUTUAN CITY, March 22, 2021 – Essential 
for their agri-entrepreneurial activities, the 
Department of Agriculture- Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program provided training on marketing to 
29 farmers’ groups in Caraga.

Attended by 58 representatives, the 
“Farmers’ Training on Market Identification” 
was held in Tandag City, Surigao del Sur on 
March 15 and in San Francisco, Agusan del 
Sur on March 22.

Supervising Agriculturist Isabelita L. 
Ocampo and Senior Agriculturist Rey U. 
Frias of the DA- Agribusiness and 
Marketing Assistance Division (DA-AMAD) 
in Caraga served as resource speakers for 
the two-part training.

The speakers discussed the development 
of a marketing plan and profiling target 
markets. The farmers were also taught how 
to identify their strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities, and threats (SWOT) to 
formulate strategies in their farming 

DA-SAAD Caraga strengthens 
beneficiaries’ marketing competencies

operations and enterprise development.

The 10 groups (20 participants) from the 
municipalities of San Luis, Talacogon, 
Veruela, and Rosario in Agusan del Sur are 
engaging in crop farming, such as rice, 
abaca, and cacao production.

Meanwhile, 19 groups (38 participants) 
from municipalities Lingig, Bayabas, 
Carmen, and the City of Bislig in Surigao 
del Sur are investing in upgraded native 
chicken and goat production.

The DA-SAAD  has funded various 
agricultural livelihood projects worth Php 
31.8 million in 2019, Php 34 million in 
2020, and Php 33.8 million to 32 groups 
within Caraga belonging in areas with high 
poverty incidence.

As a complement to its goals and 
directives, SAAD Caraga allotted Php 1.6 
million for capability-building activities in 
2021, including training on financial and 
enterprise management. ### (Mark Angelo 
Pineda)

DA-SAAD brushes up 
beneficiaries’ communication skills

March 8, 2021

BUTUAN CITY, March 4, 2021 – “Effective 
communication is direct, receiver-oriented, 
and purposive,” said development 
communication practitioner Marisol D. Tuso 
to 22 Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program Caraga farmers 
who attended a virtual workshop on 
organizational communication.

Ms. Tuso discussed the principles of 
effective communication and how to 
address common communication barriers. 
Communication is fundamental in 
sustaining an organization and resolving 
internal conflicts.

Moreover, DA Regional Executive Director 
Abel James I. Monteagudo emphasized that 
“the success of any organization is 
dependent on effective communication.” He 
said that there should be equal opportunity 
for all members to express their ideas and 

listen to one another.

Farmers also learned how to develop an 
organizational communication plan using 
the BRAVO model, which promotes a 
specific Behavior that is Relevant and 
demanding Attention. It should also be 
Valuable with actions based On Strategies.

The participants were from the 
Buenaswerte Cosep Farmers’ Association 
(FA), Masabong Sinayugan FA, Cosep 
Peoples’ Organization, and Culiram SAAD 
FA in Agusan del Sur; as well as the Sote 
Bayabas FA, Antao Swine Raisers 
Association, Mendizona, United FA, 
Pamian Timberland FA, and Tupad Upland 
FA in Surigao del Sur.

The training complements the other 
capability-building activities designed by 
the SAAD Program this year to help its 
farmer-partners become established 
agripreneurs. ### (Sheena Phine 
Pisco-Dayagon)
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March 5, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, March 4, 
2021 – Provincial Coordinator of 
Department of Agriculture Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Ronillo Dusaban encouraged the three 
SAAD groups who attended the Meat 
Processing Training to engage in 
agribusiness.

The 18 farmers from Dangi Farmers’ 
Association (FA), Togup Indigenous 
Peoples FA, and the Tampilisan Subanen 
Cultural Minority Association (TSCMA) are 
recipients of projects related to swine and 
broiler chicken production and are now 
trained to upscale their activities into 
processing, which will give additional value 
to their products.

“I hope that this will serve as your stepping 
stone in becoming successful business 
owners,” said Mr. Dusaban during the said 
training which was held at the Top Plaza 
Hotel, Dipolog City, Zamboanga del Norte 
on March 3 to 4.

Animal Product and Product Utilization 
Focal Person for the DA-Regulatory 
Division Isel Fetalvero discussed the 
methods and principles of meat processing, 
meat preservation, and food safety and 
sanitation.

Part of the program is the hands-on 
procedure of making meat by-products such 
as longganisa, tocino, tapa, and siomai.

DA9 Regional Executive Director Rad Donn 
L. Cedeño invited the participants to visit 
the DA Processing Center in Pamukutan, 
Zamboanga City.

Also present to assist during the training 
are Livestock Technician Jailyn Gamutan 
and Area Coordinators Nadzmar Abdulatip 
and Catherine Aranton.

DA-SAAD groups in ZDN encouraged 
to engage in meat processing business

The Dangi FA received the Swine Raising 
Project in 2017 (Php 486,156.50) and Meat 
Processing Project in 2019 (Php 136,950) 
and 2020 (Php 255,250). It was further 
noted that the group has an existing 22 
piglets and 9 pigs intended for fattening 
that will intensify the reproduction of swine 
in their area as part of the repopulation 
program of DA.

The Togup IP’s FA also received the Swine 
Raising Project in 2018 (Php 524,000) and 
2019 (Php 449,980); while the TSCMA 
received Broiler Chicken Raising Project in 
2017 (Php 2,591,111.66), Swine Raising 
Project in 2018 (Php 871,160), and Meat 
Processing Project in 2021 (Php 887,430). 
### (Aimee Lou Madjus and Natalianne 
Marie Delos Reyes)

DA-SAAD farmers learn 
‘what makes a good leader’

March 1, 2021

BUTUAN CITY, February 26, 2021 – “A 
good leader has good personality traits and 
management skills,” emphasized 
Department of Agriculture (DA) Supervising 
Agriculturist Isabelita L. Ocampo to 22 
farmers from 11 groups of the Department 
of Agriculture-Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program.

The beneficiaries from Agusan del Sur and 
Surigao del Sur participated in a one-day 
farmers’ training designed to improve their 
leadership and entrepreneurial 
management skills.

Complementary to the training on financial 
management and entrepreneurship held in 
December 2020, the organizational 
leadership lecture-workshop tackled good 
leadership skills as a key to sustaining an 
association and keeping its members 
active and cohesive.

Conducted via video conference, Ms. 
Ocampo and Senior Agriculturist Rey U. 
Frias of the Agribusiness and Marketing 
Assistance Division (AMAD) served as 
resource speakers of the lecture-workshop 
attended by the president and one member 
from each farmers’ association (FA).

Ms. Ocampo said that a good personality is 
inherent to a person, while management 
skills can be learned and improved through 
training and real-life application.

Moreover, Mr. Frias elaborated that leaders 
need to establish a common ground and 
layout attainable goals that will inspire all 
members to action.

The participating groups from Agusan del 
Sur included the Cecelia Abaca and Corn 
Planters from San Luis; and the Masabong 
Sinayugan FA, Buenaswerte Cosep FA, and 
Cosep Peoples Organization from Rosario.

Manwhile, the associations from Surigao 
del Sur are the Riverside Panaosawon FA, 
and P-7 Panaosawon FA from Bayabas; 
Napanpan United FA, North Mecaope FA, 
and Lumad sa Bogac FA from Lingig; and 
Goat Raisers’ Association of Mabog, and 
Goat Raisers Association of Sitio Sanyata 
from Bislig City.

Leadership skills are elaborate but 
necessary for start-up associations. With 
this, DA-SAAD Caraga has allotted 
Php 1,633,000 budget for training in 2021 
to promote the farmers’ growth and 
proactive expansion of their association 
and livelihood towards agri-entreprise. ### 
(Sheena Phine Pisco-Dayagon)
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February 4, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, February 3, 
2021 – The Department of Agriculture - 
Region 9 – Regulatory Division oriented the 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(SAAD) Program beneficiaries of the 
Animal Welfare Act (AWA) to further 
improve their livestock and poultry 
management. The AWA (Republic Act 8485) 
orientation aims to provide awareness to 
the farmers on the proper treatment of the 
animals – may it be their nutrition, housing, 
and welfare.

Twenty members of the San Juan Farmers 
Association and Situbo Farmers 
Association attended the said activity on 
Wednesday at the municipal gymnasium of 
Sergio Osmeña. Both associations 
received Broiler Chicken Raising projects 
funded by the SAAD Program.

DA Regulatory Staff and resource speaker 
Ariben Nanong encouraged the 
associations to register at the Bureau of 
Animal Industry (BAI) as the FAs are about 
to maintain and manage a maximum of 
12,000 chicks. The said Act states that any 

Animal welfare orientation 
for DA-SAAD beneficiaries

groups involved in selling animals should 
secure a certificate of registration.

Following the AWA Orientation, the team 
proceeded to the Broiler Chicken Project 
site of San Juan Farmers Association to 
conduct inspection and monitoring of the 
ongoing coop construction.  The coop is in 
preparation for the fourth cycle of the 
chicks.

Present during the activity were Regional 
Animal Welfare Officers Reynier Calupez 
and Jay Ladera, SAAD Action Officer 
Alrashid Salim, and Staff Engr. Alejandre 
Cordova, Provincial Coordinator Ronillo 
Dusaban, Livestock technician Jailyn 
Gamutan, Area Coordinator Catherine 
Aranton and Sergio Osmeña Municipal 
Agriculturist Satelito Bergado.

The “mobilization and empowerment of 
partners” and “food safety and regulations” 
are among the 12 key strategies under One 
DA framework mandated by Agriculture 
Secretary William Dar to attain the 2.5% 
GDP target for 2021. ### (Dianne Francis 
Sy)

February 3, 2021

SORSOGON, February 3, 2021 –  
Twenty-one women members of the Taboc 
Organic Farmers’ Association in Brgy. 
Taboc, Juban, Sorsogon developed their 
assorted vegetables and herb produce into 
herbal soaps.

As a value-adding project, the creative 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(SAAD) women farmers up their agri-game 
by creating different variants of herbal 
soaps based on calamansi, carrot, 
akapulko, and malunggay using their own 
vegetable harvests and fruit extracts.

Julie Glumar, chairperson of the said 
association in Brgy. Taboc, Juban, 
Sorsogon, is thankful for the assistance of 
the Department of Agriculture (DA) – SAAD 
Program.

“Maraming naitulong sa amin ang SAAD. 
Yung mga pananim at tools na binibigay 
nila na naging umpisa ng aming herbal 
soap production at pinagkukunan ng aming 
araw-araw na pagkain. Hanggang ngayon 
ay nabibigyan pa rin kami ng mga inputs,” 
said Ms. Glumar.

Ms. Glumar recalled their beginnings back 
in 2017, after undergoing a series of 
training conducted by the Agricultural 
Training Institute (ATI) on soap making, 
liniment-making, ointment, and turmeric 
processing. The organization started 
creating herbal soaps but suspended their 
production in the same year due to lack of 
equipment.

However, the members regrouped and were 
officially organized by SAAD in September 
2018 and registered with the Department of 
Labor and Employment and Department of 
Trade Industry in 2019.

Ms. Glumar said that they established a 
communal garden with an area of 300 
square meters, which is the source of 
ingredients in making herbal soaps as well 
as a source of daily food consumption for 
the members.

During the pandemic, the group struggled 
with food access and market for their herbal 
soap. “Ang SAAD ang nagbigay 
inspirasyon sa amin para mas naging 
masipag kami sa pagtatanim, hindi kagaya 
dati na nasa bahay lang,” shares Julie with 
hopes for their livelihood project to become 
more successful this year. She said that 
they are now selling herbal soaps that 
weigh 30 grams each for Php 25 to their 
neighborhood and friends. She said that 
they earn Php 2,000/month.

To enhance their production, they will be 
needing items such as juicer, molder, soap 
cutter, casserole, and mixing bowl for the 
herbal soap and liniment making which 
they hope to be provided by the SAAD 
Program.

With SAAD interventions, Julie and the 
Taboc Organic Farmers’ Association 
members expressed their gratitude to the 
SAAD Program and its partners for the 
projects and training implemented in 
support of the Juban farmers for the past 
three years. ### (Pauline Trixia Borja)

DA-ATI trains SAAD FAs in Sorsogon develop 
herbal soap as an enterprise
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FCA in Flora prosper as service providers

August 28, 2021

APAYAO, August 24, 2021– Tractor service 
providers in Apayao, who are beneficiaries 
of the Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program, earned an 
accumulated gross profit of Php 145,820 
from 2018 to present operations.

The Malubibit Norte, Malubibit Sur, 
Anninipan, San Jose, Tamlunog (MAST) 
Farmer Cooperative Association (FCA) in 
Flora provides farm services through a 
four-wheel-drive tractor granted by the 
SAAD Program in 2018.

The FCA earned for rendering services to 
local farm owners from seven cropping 
seasons (2018 to 2021).

MAST FCA with 44 members is a 
cooperative for rural workers, specifically 
for the underemployed and home-based 

workers with identified capabilities to 
engage in entrepreneurial activities.

The group was registered at the 
Department of Labor and Employment 
(DOLE) on June 13, 2017, and received 
SAAD’s Rice Production Project in 2016 
worth Php 1.2 million.

“Iti nakay �wpanan nu apay 
ada narugranan mi ket i�ay 
kami n� kaykay�a n� 
��ficiaries �i SAAD Program. 
Iti pinagtul-tuluy mi ak� 
maysa n� sibibukel, ket �u �i 
makuna mi n� panakel 
[Coming together as beneficiaries of SAAD 
Program is our beginning. Moving forward 
as a group is our utmost success],” said 
Ferdinand Bagabay, chairperson of the 
MAST FCA.

As a service provider

According to Bagabay, the tractor supports 
major farm operations such as ploughing, 
harrowing, sowing, harvesting, transporting, 
and making land preparation easier both for 
corn and rice production areas.

Bagabay said the adaptation of the 
technology gives ease and improves 
farming activities compared to the manual 
methods. Modernizing farming methods 
saves farm laborers’ time and effort, which 
hopefully should translate to a more 
competitive means of production.

The tractor is rented at Php 2,000 per 
hectare (ha) which allowed the group to 
earn Php 145,820 for the combined total of 
72.8ha of rice area serviced in 2018 until 
2020 during the dry and wet seasons 
(Table 80).

From 2018 to 2021, the total expense for 

the maintenance of the machinery reached 
Php 53,973 (Table 81). It includes fuel, oil 
filter, oil change, and replacement of 
destroyed machine parts. The group also 
paid Php 22,935 for the labor cost.

Regular inspection and maintenance are 
done every cropping season to prevent 
further damages.

In total, the group earned a net income of 
Php 68,912 (Table 82).

The accumulated income per cropping 
season was apportioned into three: 50% for 
machine maintenance and labor costs, 30% 
for members’ incentives, and 20% for the 
association’s savings.

Problems encountered and plans

According to beneficiaries, the current 
modernization of farming groups resulted in 
losing potential clients and areas they can 

provide service for.

As part of their management plans, the 
group agreed to scout possible clients for 
the next harvest period, enabling them to 
secure next season’s service operations.

“Imadon idi ada equipment na dituy ayan 
mi, isu nga talaga nga marigatan kami nga 
agala iti mabalin serbisyuan… Ngem iti 
nagtutulagan mi ket tapno ado kami idi 
maala nga kliyente ket sakbayan mi iti 
agkita nu sino iti mayat nga contrataen,” 
Bagabay shared.

[Due to the increasing number of machinery 
in our area, we experienced difficulty in 
getting clients. To mitigate our problem, we 
agreed that before the cropping season, 
members will be looking for possible clients 
in advance.]

The group now looks at the possibility of 
opening a cooperative bank account to 
secure the transparency of funds. ### 
(Kathleen Faye Agonoy)
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APAYAO, August 24, 2021– Tractor service 
providers in Apayao, who are beneficiaries 
of the Department of Agriculture – Special 
Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program, earned an 
accumulated gross profit of Php 145,820 
from 2018 to present operations.

The Malubibit Norte, Malubibit Sur, 
Anninipan, San Jose, Tamlunog (MAST) 
Farmer Cooperative Association (FCA) in 
Flora provides farm services through a 
four-wheel-drive tractor granted by the 
SAAD Program in 2018.

The FCA earned for rendering services to 
local farm owners from seven cropping 
seasons (2018 to 2021).

MAST FCA with 44 members is a 
cooperative for rural workers, specifically 
for the underemployed and home-based 

workers with identified capabilities to 
engage in entrepreneurial activities.

The group was registered at the 
Department of Labor and Employment 
(DOLE) on June 13, 2017, and received 
SAAD’s Rice Production Project in 2016 
worth Php 1.2 million.

“Iti nakay �wpanan nu apay 
ada narugranan mi ket i�ay 
kami n� kaykay�a n� 
��ficiaries �i SAAD Program. 
Iti pinagtul-tuluy mi ak� 
maysa n� sibibukel, ket �u �i 
makuna mi n� panakel 
[Coming together as beneficiaries of SAAD 
Program is our beginning. Moving forward 
as a group is our utmost success],” said 
Ferdinand Bagabay, chairperson of the 
MAST FCA.

As a service provider

According to Bagabay, the tractor supports 
major farm operations such as ploughing, 
harrowing, sowing, harvesting, transporting, 
and making land preparation easier both for 
corn and rice production areas.

Bagabay said the adaptation of the 
technology gives ease and improves 
farming activities compared to the manual 
methods. Modernizing farming methods 
saves farm laborers’ time and effort, which 
hopefully should translate to a more 
competitive means of production.

The tractor is rented at Php 2,000 per 
hectare (ha) which allowed the group to 
earn Php 145,820 for the combined total of 
72.8ha of rice area serviced in 2018 until 
2020 during the dry and wet seasons 
(Table 80).

From 2018 to 2021, the total expense for 

the maintenance of the machinery reached 
Php 53,973 (Table 81). It includes fuel, oil 
filter, oil change, and replacement of 
destroyed machine parts. The group also 
paid Php 22,935 for the labor cost.

Regular inspection and maintenance are 
done every cropping season to prevent 
further damages.

In total, the group earned a net income of 
Php 68,912 (Table 82).

The accumulated income per cropping 
season was apportioned into three: 50% for 
machine maintenance and labor costs, 30% 
for members’ incentives, and 20% for the 
association’s savings.

Problems encountered and plans

According to beneficiaries, the current 
modernization of farming groups resulted in 
losing potential clients and areas they can 

provide service for.

As part of their management plans, the 
group agreed to scout possible clients for 
the next harvest period, enabling them to 
secure next season’s service operations.

“Imadon idi ada equipment na dituy ayan 
mi, isu nga talaga nga marigatan kami nga 
agala iti mabalin serbisyuan… Ngem iti 
nagtutulagan mi ket tapno ado kami idi 
maala nga kliyente ket sakbayan mi iti 
agkita nu sino iti mayat nga contrataen,” 
Bagabay shared.

[Due to the increasing number of machinery 
in our area, we experienced difficulty in 
getting clients. To mitigate our problem, we 
agreed that before the cropping season, 
members will be looking for possible clients 
in advance.]

The group now looks at the possibility of 
opening a cooperative bank account to 
secure the transparency of funds. ### 
(Kathleen Faye Agonoy)

Year Dry Season 
Area Serviced 

(ha) 

Income 
(Dry Season) 

(Php 2,000/ha) 

Wet Season 
Area Serviced 

(ha) 

Income 
(Wet Season) 
(Php 2,000/ha)  

Gross Income 
(b+d) 

a b c d e 
2018 22.57 45,145.00  6.25 12,500.00 57,645.00 
2019 8.43 16,875.00  6.19 12,380.00 29,255.00 
2020 22.6 45,200.00  3.28 6,565.00 51,765.00 
2021 3.57 7,155.00  0 0.00 7,155.00 
Total 57.17 114,375.00 15.72 31,445.00 145,820.00 

 

Rice 
Cropping 
Season 

Maintenance 
Cost 
(Php) 

Labor 
Cost 
(Php) 

Total 
Expenses 

(Php) 

a b (a+b) 
Dry Season 

2018 22,509.00 6,214.00  28,723.00 
2019 1,550.00 3,714.00  5,264.00 
2020 17,804.00 5,240.00  23,044.00 
2021 1,000.00 2,146.50 3,146.50 

Wet Season 
2018 8,075.00 1,250.00 9,325.00 
2019 1,550.00 3,714.00 5,264.00 
2020 1,485.00 656.50 2,141.50 

Total 53,973.00 22,935.00 76,908.00 
 

Rice 
Cropping 
Season 

Maintenance 
Cost 
(Php) 

Labor 
Cost 
(Php) 

Total 
Expenses 

(Php) 

a b (a+b) 
Dry Season 

2018 45,145.00 28,723.00  16,422.00 
2019 16,875.00 5,264.00  11,611.00 
2020 45,200.00 23,044.00  22,156.00 
2021 7,155.00 3,146.50 4,008.50 

Subtotal 54,197.50 
Wet Season 

2018 12,500.00 9,325.00 3,175.00 
2019 12,380.00 5,264.00 7,116.00 
2020 6,565.00 2,141.50 4,423.50 

Subtotal 14,714.50 
Grand Total 68,912.00 

 

Table 80. Gross Income from four-wheel drive tractor

Table 81. Operation and Maintenance Cost of the 
four-wheel-drive tractor

Table 82. MAST FA’s Net Income
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Apayao beneficiaries earn Php 1.9M 
as machine service provider

August 23, 2021

APAYAO, August 19, 2021 – The 
Malekkeg, Emiliana, San Carlos, San 
Antonio (MESS) Farmers Association (FA) 
in Sta. Marcela, Apayao registered a gross 
income of more than Php 1.9 million as a 
service provider of rice combine harvester 
for 7 cropping seasons.

The Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program of the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) delivered 
the machinery worth Php 2.4 million in 
2018.

The rice combine harvester enabled the 
association to provide farm labor services 
within and to the nearby communities. 
According to MESS FA chairperson Andres 
Froilan, the group offers services on:

• Reaping – cutting the mature panicle and 
straw above ground;

• Threshing – separating paddy grain from 
the cut crop;

• Cleaning – removing immature unfilled, 
non-grain material;

• Bagging- putting the threshed grain in 
bags for transport and storage; and

• Hauling – moving the cut crop to the 
threshing location.

Andres said that the machinery makes the 
harvesting process easier and faster. He 
said the adaptation of technology in 
agriculture gives comfort and efficiency 
from being a service provider until the 
hauling process.

About MESS FA

The group is composed of 42 members who 
rely on rice farming as their source of 
income. In 2017, the association was 
identified to receive agricultural inputs from 
the SAAD Program and was registered in 

the same year under the Department of 
Labor and Employment (DOLE).

The group is composed of members from 
four barangays – Malekkeg, Emiliana, San 
Carlos, and San Antonio.

“A�anayun kami n� agyam 
yaman �i SAAD Program �i 
pana��d da �i opurtunidad. Ta 
nu idi ket dakami �i agbiruk �i 
pagubraan, taan ket dakami 
�i biruken �i pagubra 
[We are very grateful for the SAAD Program 
for allowing us to become service 
providers. Before we used to look for a job 
but now, people ask for our service],”  
shared Andres.

Andres also attested that the intervention 
improved their economic status as it 
provided them additional income. 
According to him, members of the group 
are seasonal farm laborers, earning 
Php 1,250/week each. This income is not 
sufficient for a decent living as they could 
only afford 2-3 kilograms of weekly rice 
supply for their families.

Through SAAD’s rice combine harvester, 
machine operators during the cropping 
season get an additional estimated income 
of Php 1000 for each of the 12 weeks of the 
cropping season.

Income as service providers

Through SAAD’s rice combine harvester, 
machine operators during the cropping 
season get an additional estimated income 
of Php 1000 for each of the 12 weeks of the 
cropping season.

In four years from 2018 up to July 2021, the 
group already earned Php 1,972,697 
(Table 83). According to Andres, their 

income in 2020 declined because of the 
restrictions due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Idi tawen nga 2020, bimaba iti kita mi ta 
marirgatan kami mapan makitalon ta halos 
madi met mabalin rumwar dituy barangay 
mi gapo iti epekto iti COVID-19 lockdown, 
pasaray nu makarwar kami ket limited pay 
iti oras mi nga agyan iti ruwar gapo iti 
curfew hours,”  shared Andres.

[In the year 2020, we didn’t earn that much 
because of the effect of CoVID-19 lockdown 
and travel restrictions imposed on our 
barangay. During those periods, we are 
lucky if we get a chance to render service in 
farm areas but since there are restrictions, 
our time is limited due to curfew hours.]

According to Andres, their clients are 
private landowners. In each machine 
operation, the labor cost is subdivided into 
6 people: the combine harvester operator, 
jeepney driver, and four palay baggers.

In exchange for their service, they are 
earning a minimum of Php 5,200 per 
hectare served, which allows the group to 
earn Php 1,210,041 for the 232.7 hectares 
(ha) of rice area served during the dry 
seasons from 2018 until 2021.

The same amount is charged per hectare 
during the wet seasons. The group earned 
Php 762,656 for 146.66ha of rice area 
harvested in 2018 and 2020.

From their savings, the group was able to 
purchase a garage shed worth Php 44,305 
in 2018, a water pump worth Php 5,700 as 
means of moving water to maintain 
cleanliness of the machine, and a 
pre-owned jeepney worth Php 80,000 for 
logistic purposes in 2019.

Andres shared that their success would not 
be possible if they did not embrace the 
opportunity. “Iti de�rmin�yon mi a 
k� �sociation, haan kami lang 
n� makaurnong �i pagbiyag 
mi nu di k�din makatulong kami 

�i pr�uction �i ri� d�uy �i 
mi,” he shared.

[With our determination as an association, 
we are not only earning for our daily living 
but we are also contributing to the rice 
production in our municipality.]

Part of their expenses is members’ 
incentives and maintenance of the 
machinery. From 2018 to 2021, 
maintenance reached up to Php 1.7 million, 
including incentives of members, fuel, oil 
filter, oil change, and replacement of 
destroyed machine parts. In total, the group 
had a net income of Php 181,129 
(Table 84).

Strengthening the association

To manage their earnings, the group agreed 
to organize cropping cycle earnings for 
production and savings where 35% will be 
allotted for machine maintenance and 
incentives, 30% for labor costs, and 35% 
for the association’s savings account.

With their total earnings, Froilan shared 
that they are planning to purchase an 
additional truck for hauling to replace their 
old jeepney. ### (Kathleen Faye Agonoy)
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August 23, 2021

APAYAO, August 19, 2021 – The 
Malekkeg, Emiliana, San Carlos, San 
Antonio (MESS) Farmers Association (FA) 
in Sta. Marcela, Apayao registered a gross 
income of more than Php 1.9 million as a 
service provider of rice combine harvester 
for 7 cropping seasons.

The Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) Program of the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) delivered 
the machinery worth Php 2.4 million in 
2018.

The rice combine harvester enabled the 
association to provide farm labor services 
within and to the nearby communities. 
According to MESS FA chairperson Andres 
Froilan, the group offers services on:

• Reaping – cutting the mature panicle and 
straw above ground;

• Threshing – separating paddy grain from 
the cut crop;

• Cleaning – removing immature unfilled, 
non-grain material;

• Bagging- putting the threshed grain in 
bags for transport and storage; and

• Hauling – moving the cut crop to the 
threshing location.

Andres said that the machinery makes the 
harvesting process easier and faster. He 
said the adaptation of technology in 
agriculture gives comfort and efficiency 
from being a service provider until the 
hauling process.

About MESS FA

The group is composed of 42 members who 
rely on rice farming as their source of 
income. In 2017, the association was 
identified to receive agricultural inputs from 
the SAAD Program and was registered in 

the same year under the Department of 
Labor and Employment (DOLE).

The group is composed of members from 
four barangays – Malekkeg, Emiliana, San 
Carlos, and San Antonio.

“A�anayun kami n� agyam 
yaman �i SAAD Program �i 
pana��d da �i opurtunidad. Ta 
nu idi ket dakami �i agbiruk �i 
pagubraan, taan ket dakami 
�i biruken �i pagubra 
[We are very grateful for the SAAD Program 
for allowing us to become service 
providers. Before we used to look for a job 
but now, people ask for our service],”  
shared Andres.

Andres also attested that the intervention 
improved their economic status as it 
provided them additional income. 
According to him, members of the group 
are seasonal farm laborers, earning 
Php 1,250/week each. This income is not 
sufficient for a decent living as they could 
only afford 2-3 kilograms of weekly rice 
supply for their families.

Through SAAD’s rice combine harvester, 
machine operators during the cropping 
season get an additional estimated income 
of Php 1000 for each of the 12 weeks of the 
cropping season.

Income as service providers

Through SAAD’s rice combine harvester, 
machine operators during the cropping 
season get an additional estimated income 
of Php 1000 for each of the 12 weeks of the 
cropping season.

In four years from 2018 up to July 2021, the 
group already earned Php 1,972,697 
(Table 83). According to Andres, their 

income in 2020 declined because of the 
restrictions due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Idi tawen nga 2020, bimaba iti kita mi ta 
marirgatan kami mapan makitalon ta halos 
madi met mabalin rumwar dituy barangay 
mi gapo iti epekto iti COVID-19 lockdown, 
pasaray nu makarwar kami ket limited pay 
iti oras mi nga agyan iti ruwar gapo iti 
curfew hours,”  shared Andres.

[In the year 2020, we didn’t earn that much 
because of the effect of CoVID-19 lockdown 
and travel restrictions imposed on our 
barangay. During those periods, we are 
lucky if we get a chance to render service in 
farm areas but since there are restrictions, 
our time is limited due to curfew hours.]

According to Andres, their clients are 
private landowners. In each machine 
operation, the labor cost is subdivided into 
6 people: the combine harvester operator, 
jeepney driver, and four palay baggers.

In exchange for their service, they are 
earning a minimum of Php 5,200 per 
hectare served, which allows the group to 
earn Php 1,210,041 for the 232.7 hectares 
(ha) of rice area served during the dry 
seasons from 2018 until 2021.

The same amount is charged per hectare 
during the wet seasons. The group earned 
Php 762,656 for 146.66ha of rice area 
harvested in 2018 and 2020.

From their savings, the group was able to 
purchase a garage shed worth Php 44,305 
in 2018, a water pump worth Php 5,700 as 
means of moving water to maintain 
cleanliness of the machine, and a 
pre-owned jeepney worth Php 80,000 for 
logistic purposes in 2019.

Andres shared that their success would not 
be possible if they did not embrace the 
opportunity. “Iti de�rmin�yon mi a 
k� �sociation, haan kami lang 
n� makaurnong �i pagbiyag 
mi nu di k�din makatulong kami 

�i pr�uction �i ri� d�uy �i 
mi,” he shared.

[With our determination as an association, 
we are not only earning for our daily living 
but we are also contributing to the rice 
production in our municipality.]

Part of their expenses is members’ 
incentives and maintenance of the 
machinery. From 2018 to 2021, 
maintenance reached up to Php 1.7 million, 
including incentives of members, fuel, oil 
filter, oil change, and replacement of 
destroyed machine parts. In total, the group 
had a net income of Php 181,129 
(Table 84).

Strengthening the association

To manage their earnings, the group agreed 
to organize cropping cycle earnings for 
production and savings where 35% will be 
allotted for machine maintenance and 
incentives, 30% for labor costs, and 35% 
for the association’s savings account.

With their total earnings, Froilan shared 
that they are planning to purchase an 
additional truck for hauling to replace their 
old jeepney. ### (Kathleen Faye Agonoy)

Rice 
Cropping 
Season 

Total Gross 
Income 
(Php) 

Total 
Expenses 

(Php) 

Net Income 
(Php) 

Dry Season 
2018 374,660.00 369,090.00  5,570.00 
2019 364,936.00 257,050.00  107,886.00 
2020 258,180.00 199,962.00  58,218.00 
2021 212,265.00 212,265.00 0.00 

Subtotal 171,674.00 
Wet Season  

2018 305,500.00 339,307.00 -33,807.00 
2019 331,344.00 294,058.00 37,286.00 
2020 125,812.00 119,836.00 5,976.00 

Subtotal 9,455.00 
Grand Total 181,129.00 

 

Table 84. MESS FAs Net Income

Year Total Rice 
Area Served 
During Dry 

Season 
(ha) 

Total Income 
 During Dry 

Season 
(Php 5,200/ha) 

Total Rice 
Area Served 
During Wet 

Season 
(ha) 

Total Income 
 During Wet 

Season 
(Php 5,200/ha) 

Gross Total 
Income 

a b c d b+d 
2018 72.05 374,660.00  58.75 305,500.00 680,160.00 
2019 70.18 364,936.00  63.72 331,344.00 696,280.00 
2020 49.65 258,180.00  24.19 125,812.00 383,992.00 
2021 40.82 212,265.00  0 0.00 212,265.00 
Total 232.7 1,210,041.00 146.66 762,656.00 1,972,697.00 

 

Table 83. Gross income generated from harvester
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August 6, 2021

MOUNTAIN PROVINCE, August 2, 2021  – 
As the all-women farmer-group Ankileng 
Rumang-ayan Organization (ARO) in 
Mountain Province led the swine raising 
initiated by the Department of Agriculture – 
Special Area for Agricultural Development 
(DA-SAAD) Program, a space for sharing 
becomes wider, encouraging more women 
into agricultural activities.

Applai indigenous women members of the 
ARO from Ankileng town in Sagada pay it 
forward as they invite more women into 
swine raising activity despite cutting from 
their individual production inputs.

ARO is also currently developing an 
enterprise focused on fresh meat, pork 
by-products such as longganisa, embutido, 
lumpia, shanghai, meatballs, and smoked 
meat or etag through a chamber granted in 
January 2020.

Etag is a local delicacy in the northern 
highlands where slabs of pork are 
processed through salt-treating, sun-drying 
or smoking and is used as flavoring for 
local dishes or a main course.

At present, 10 ARO members are in their 
sixth cycle of raising swine. Other members 
are in their fifth cycle and are set to receive 
swine repopulation intervention (composed 
of feeds and biologics) to augment 
breeding activities covering qualified 
members with existing stocks.

Culture of the “Ob-obbo” in 
Mountain Province

The ob-obbo, a Kankana-ey term for 
bayanihan community system has been in 
place since time immemorial especially 
during the pandemic, strengthening 
community bonds through the SAAD 
program’s agricultural livelihood 

Sagada women lead SAAD swine 
raising project towards enterprise

interventions.

Originally, ARO was set to receive 300 
piglets, granting each of the 30 initial 
members 10 piglets in 2019. However, 
community members unanimously agreed 
to ask the SAAD team to accommodate four 
additional beneficiaries resulting in a 
reduction of piglet allocation per individual.

This means that 33 members received 9 
swine, while one member received three.

“Iti un-unana ket 30 lang iti mai-coconsider 
nga ma-ikkan iti intervention para iti swine 
production ngem iti kaadu iti mangkasapu-
lam ket in-consider mi iti selection process 
nga nausar nu apay nga napili iti Ankileng 
para iti programa isu iti 2018 Community 
Based Monitoring Survey. Na-involve en 
garud iti Barangay Health Workers [BHW] 
para iti panaka-score ti residente nga adda 
iti masakopan da. Nag resulta dytoy iti 
panaka pili dagiti residente nga adaan iti 
kangatwan nga score nga isu metlang 
nai-parang iti barangay,” ARO secretary 
Betty Tindowen said.

[Only 30 community members qualified to 
become beneficiaries are originally 
selected recipients of the intervention, but 
more residents are still in need of 
interventions. The process adopted by the 
municipal level considers the 2018 CBM 
[Community Based Monitoring] survey in 
identifying beneficiaries. The barangay 
scored residents within their catchments as 
the basis for the inclusion of four more 
residents with the highest scores and is 
presented to the barangay.]

Model for swine production 
and enterprise

ARO listed 64 members who were granted 
varied SAAD interventions. In 2019, they 
received Php 4,581,000 worth of inputs for 
their Swine and Rambutan Production.
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Cycle Weight 
(kg) 

Price/kg 
(Php) 

Total Sales 
(Php) 

Expenses 
(Php) 

Total Income 
(Php) 

a b c = a x b d e = c - d 

Cycle 1: July 
2019 to March 
2020 

631 100.00  63,100.00 

- - 

1,512 105.00  158,760.00 
289 107.00  30,923.00 

18,220 110.00 2,004,200.00 
646 112.00 72,352.00 

1,655 115.00 190,325.00 
853 117.00 99,801.00 
892 118.00 105,256.00 

1,643 120.00 197,160.00 
Total   402,217.00 632,000.00 2,288,397.00 

 

Cycle Products Quantity 
(kg, 

head) 

Price/kg, head 
(Php) 

Sales 
(Php) 

Expenses 
(Php) 

Profit 
(Php) 

a b c d e = c - d 
Cycle 2: February 
2020 to November 
2020 

liveweight 16,548 100.00- 220.00 
2,074,433.00 1,639,230.00 

435,203.00 

piglets 44 heads 2500.00-3500.00 29,385.00 

Subtotal 464,588.00 
Cycle 3: June 2020 
to March 2021 

liveweight 17,664 110.00-215.00 
2,986,125.00 1,963,440.00 

1,022,685.00 
piglets 21 heads 2800.00-3500.00 17,600.00 

Subtotal 1,040,285.00 
Cycle 4: October 
2020 to May 2021 

liveweight 7,135 185.00-220.00 
1,400,085.00 859,745.00 

540,340.00 
piglets 10 heads 4,500.00 16,000.00 

Subtotal 556,340.00 
Cycle 5: October 
2020 to May 2021 

liveweight 1,003 185.00-200.00 
193,955.00 141,000.00 

52,955.00 
piglets 6 heads 4,500.00 8,000.00 

Subtotal 60,955.00 
Total 2,122,168.00 

 
A total of 34 of the members are swine 
production recipients while 30 members 
received 15 seedlings for rambutan 
production.

Included in the package were starters, 
growers, and finisher feeds, Tricantera 
cuttings, biologics, and construction 
materials used for building the etag 
smoking chamber for their value-adding 
activities, which greatly benefitted the ARO 
members.

Overall, the group earned Php 5,248,399 
sales and gained from all five cycles of 
rearing pigs [fattening], and selling 
farrowed gilts to start a sustainable 
livelihood towards developing a community 
enterprise.

Their first swine production cycle recorded 
a Php 2.9 million sales in a one-year 
production span despite the rise of African 

Swine Fever (ASF) in the country. The sold 
swine raising by-products totaled 26,000 
kilograms (kg) fresh meat from 286 live 
weight fatteners.

The second to fifth production cycles listed 
an accumulated profit of Php 2,122,168 
from selling fattened pigs and piglets 
(Table 86).

Challenges

The emergence of ASF challenged the 
livestock sector of the province, as swine 
inputs were awarded during the rise of the 
disease.

In response, ARO beneficiaries attended 
the pig rearing package of technology 
training in August 2019 to prepare them to 
raise their animals under optimal 
conditions.

Also, beneficiaries were distributed with 
information, education, and 
communication [IEC] materials on proper 
housing and feeding guidelines, proper 
identification of common swine diseases 
and appropriate treatment, and observing 
biodiversity management for their pigs to 
remain free of the virus.

ARO members used their sales to buy 
inputs to sustain the following cycles. 
Today, ARO plans to expand their etag 
chamber. Chairperson Jenny Dawey 
shared, “Gapu ta na-expand iti 
ag-benepisyo [34] manipud iti dati nga 
target nga 30 beneficiaries tapnu adda 
pagrugyan, kayat na sawen ket adu met iti 
katulongan iti organisasyon mi nga mang 
ipatungpal iti expansion iti chamber tapnu 
agka-opisina, adun tu iti kabadangan iti 
labor.”

[Because of the expansion of target 
beneficiaries from 30 to 34, could mean 
more were able to receive start-up capital 
which also means there are more of us to 
combat the labor cost of our proposed 
expanded chamber with an office.] ### 
(Dinah Ay-yango)

Table 85. ARO’s First Cycle Swine Production Profit

Table 86. ARO’s Second to Fifth Production Cycle
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June 9, 2021

SIQUIJOR, June 1, 2021 – Department of 
Agriculture – Special Area for Agriculture 
Development (DA-SAAD) Program’s 
Corn-Peanut Production beneficiaries sold 
all their fresh and processed products at the 
Province of Siquijor Electric Cooperative 
(PROSIELCO) Solidarity Hall, Nonoc in 
Larena.

Despite the postponing of the DA’s KADIWA 
ni Ani at Kita market launching, members of 
the Cambalagio Balogo Corn and Peanut 
Growers Association, Hugpong sa mga 
Makugihong Magbabaol sa Cang-asa, and 
Ms. Princess Honey Buot sold 
Php 5,259.50 worth of vegetables, corn, 
and peanut products.

Fortunately, PROSIELCO’s cooperative 
members and workers supported the 
farmers by purchasing their products.

With their first time selling to the public, 
Aida Abante of the Cambalagio Balogo 
Corn and Peanut Growers Association 
shared that they gained knowledge on the 
market preference and demand through this 
experience.

They are now aware of which crops and 
processed products to produce more and 
what the market requires.

Siquijor farmers take a step 
towards agripreneurship

“Da�an kaayong s�amat sa 
SAAD ug sa a�ng �byerno sa 
su��ta n� among nadawat 
sa pagpananum hang�d sa 
pagb�igya sa among m� 
pr�uk�,” Ms. Abante said.

(I am grateful to SAAD and the government 
for their assistance from the time we began 
planting until we were able to market our 
processed products.)

Hugpong sa mga Makugihong Magbabaol 
sa Cang-asa from barangay Cang-asa, 
Siquijor, Siquijor was represented by their 
president, Mr. Glen Tambajoyot. He started 
selling at around 8:00 am and his assorted 
vegetables were sold out an hour later. He 
said that he will bring more fresh farm 
produce and more members to assist him 
in the selling next time.

Princess Honey Buot of Ponong, Siquijor, 
Siquijor, on the other hand, is an FY 2018 
recipient who began selling her peanut roll 
as well as other maize and peanut-based 
items in 2020.

They are all still planning to attend the 
KADIWA ni Ani at Kita, which was 
rescheduled on June 21. ### (Zea Peña 
and Jolina Daño)

Products Quantity Unit of 
Measure 

Price 
(Php) 

Sales 
(Php) 

Cambalagio Balogo Corn and Peanut Growers Association 
Peanut Roll 44 pack 10.00 440.00 
Corn Pizza 5 box 99.00 495.00 
Corn Puto Cheese 115 piece 5.00 575.00 
Peanut Butter 8 piece 50.00 400.00 
Sugar Coated Peanut 
(3 for Php 100) 

4 piece 100.00 400.00 

BBQ Peanut 7 piece 35.00 245.00 
Subtotal 2,555.00 
Hugpong sa mga Makugihong Magbabaol sa Cang-asa 
Eggplant 5.25 kilogram 60.00 315.00 
String beans 1.25 kilogram 60.00 75.00 
Spring onion 0.75 kilogram 100.00 75.00 
Sireguelas 2.25 kilogram 60.00 135.00 
Lemonsito 5.25 kilogram 50.00 262.00 
Bell pepper 1 kilogram 80.00 80.00 
Subtotal 942.00 
Princess Honey Buot - Individual Beneficiary 
Peanut Roll 214 piece 2.00 428.00 
Corn Muffins 5 box 50.00 250.00 
Corn Torta 11 piece 5.00 55.00 
Budbod Kamoteng 
Kahoy 

69 piece 5.00 345.00 

Putong Kayot 12 piece 35.00 420.00 
Lemonsito 1 pack 39.00 39.00 
Buko 7 piece 25.00 175.00 
Papaya 1 piece 50.00 50.00 
Subtotal 1,762.00 
Grand Total 5,259.00 

 

Table 87. Products sold on June 1, 2021
May 25, 2021

CATANDUANES, May 5, 2021 – 
High-Value Crops (HVC) Project 
beneficiaries of the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
earned additional income from selling 
value-added products such as atsara, 
vegetable fritter (okoy), and turmeric tea 
from their harvested crops.

Evelyn’s atsara, okoy, and 
special yema peanut butter

Evelyn D. Ogalesco, a member of the 
Sioron High-Value Commercial Farmers 
Association (Sioron HVCFA), maximized 
her vegetable production project through 
value-adding.

The project was turned over in January 
2020, which mitigated adverse economic 
impact of the pandemic, especially to the 
rural marginalized communities.

Though Evelyn started making atsara in 
2017, she now uses raw materials from 
their 220 square meters HVC communal 
garden organized by the Program in 
Barangay Sioron, Gigmoto, Catanduanes.

She earns about Php 1,500 weekly from 
selling atsara and vegetable fritters which 
most of the ingredients are sourced from 
their garden (i.e. ginger, radish, sili, and 
ampalaya).  A 250 gram (g) jar of atsara 
sells for Php 55, while the 500g sells for 
Php 110.

Evelyn also made vegetable fritters from 
her excess vegetable harvests. Vegetable 
fritters are chopped vegetables coated with 
egg batter (a mixture of water, flour, egg, 
and seasoning), then deep-fried to a golden 
brown. It is a famous merienda or afternoon 
snack within her neighborhood, valued at 
Php 100 for 30 pieces.

Even though Evelyn’s products are made to 
order, she worked twice as hard as she also 
peddled them. Aside from her neighbors 
and friends, Evelyn also accepted orders 
from people who resell her products in 
Virac and other municipalities.

“Nagsimula akong gumawa ng mga 
processed foods noong 2017. Namimili pa 
ako noon ng mga sangkap sa palengke. 
Ngayon, dahil may mga naaani na kaming 
gulay, halos lahat ng ginagamit kong 
ingredients ay galing na sa SAAD. Lahat ng 
uri ng gulay pwede gamitin. Ito talaga ang 

bumuhay sa amin ngayong pandemic. 
Kung wala ito, wala kaming pagkukuhanan 
ng pambili ng kailangan namin. Dahil dito, 
napag-aaral ko ang aking anak na 
kumukuha ng kursong criminology. Dahil 
din sa SAAD, hindi na ako ngayon 
nagigipit. Hindi ko na naramdaman 
mangutang dahil pwede ko nang ipagbili 
itong mga naani kong mga gulay, kaya 
napakalaki talaga ng pasasalamat ko sa 
SAAD,” she shared.

Evelyn also made ‘Peanut Butter Special’, a 
peanut butter mixture infused with milk, 
eggs, and margarine. Most of her suki 
described it as a ‘peanut butter with a 
yema-like taste’.

Evelyn is delighted by the recent SAAD 
Program’s peanut seeds distribution on 
May 6 as it will significantly reduce the 
production cost of her special peanut butter 
soon.

The Sioron HVCFA with 44 members was 
also provided with a set of cooking utensils 
on April 6. The set includes an impulse 
sealer, a heavy-duty chopping board, 1 set 
of kitchen utensils, 1 set of heavy-duty 
cooking pots, and various personal 
protective equipment (apron, masks, 

hairnets).

SAAD hopes to boost the association and 
its members’ capability to sustain and 
eventually create opportunities for 
themselves.

Luz’ Turmeric Tea

San Roque Vegetable Association (SRVA) 
Chairperson Luz C. Tardaguila from Brgy. 
San Roque, Bato, Catanduanes, sees 
turmeric tea-making as a way to maximize 
their project.

Luz has been using her harvested ginger 
from the group’s garden to create 
homemade turmeric tea since 2019.

Her flourishing business’ market ranges 
from barangay locals to buyers from other 
municipalities in the province.

Her independent production can 
accommodate 20-25 bottles of 250-gram 
turmeric tea, selling at Php 100 each. From 
this, she earns Php 1,500-2,000/month.

In January, a big chunk of the sales of the 
SRVA came from selling vegetables in Bato 
Public Market. In the following month, they 
started planting various vegetables such as 
sitaw, ampalaya, pechay, and okra in their 
newly relocated communal garden, with an 
area of 400 square meters to utilize more 
space for planting peanut and sweet potato.

Eager to establish an enterprise and 
sustain their vegetable production project 
from SAAD, some members of the SRVA 
also engaged in creating molido candies 
(sweetened squash), camote cue, and 
atsara from excess harvests.

As SRVA chair, Luz envisions their group to 
be more productive and enthusiastic in 
engaging on independent and local 
enterprises.

To maximize state benefits, the association 
plans to acquire a registration from the 
Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) to 
ensure consumer protection and to 
increase marketing leverage for their 
produce.

This year, the SRVA is in line to receive 
food processing equipment from SAAD to 
further boost their business. The provision 
includes kitchen utensils, weighing scale, 
crates, bottle sealer, storage containers, 
packaging materials, personal protective 
equipment, and hygiene kits.

Through her example, several group 
members are now encouraged to try 
vegetable processing as it extends the shelf 
life of their harvests and increases its 
monetary value.

The SAAD Program will be providing 
training on value-adding practices, which is 
scheduled for the 3rd quarter of this year.

For inquiries and orders to our 
Catanduanes local farmers, you may reach 
the contact numbers below:

Evelyn Ogalesco – +63951-772-3364;
Luz Tardaguila – +63995-973-7912 or 
+63933-441-2449. ### (Sarah Jane Taway 
and Maria Sandra Guinguing)
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CATANDUANES, May 5, 2021 – 
High-Value Crops (HVC) Project 
beneficiaries of the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
earned additional income from selling 
value-added products such as atsara, 
vegetable fritter (okoy), and turmeric tea 
from their harvested crops.

Evelyn’s atsara, okoy, and 
special yema peanut butter

Evelyn D. Ogalesco, a member of the 
Sioron High-Value Commercial Farmers 
Association (Sioron HVCFA), maximized 
her vegetable production project through 
value-adding.

The project was turned over in January 
2020, which mitigated adverse economic 
impact of the pandemic, especially to the 
rural marginalized communities.

Though Evelyn started making atsara in 
2017, she now uses raw materials from 
their 220 square meters HVC communal 
garden organized by the Program in 
Barangay Sioron, Gigmoto, Catanduanes.

Catanduanes farmers maximize DA-SAAD vegetable project opportunities through food processing
She earns about Php 1,500 weekly from 
selling atsara and vegetable fritters which 
most of the ingredients are sourced from 
their garden (i.e. ginger, radish, sili, and 
ampalaya).  A 250 gram (g) jar of atsara 
sells for Php 55, while the 500g sells for 
Php 110.

Evelyn also made vegetable fritters from 
her excess vegetable harvests. Vegetable 
fritters are chopped vegetables coated with 
egg batter (a mixture of water, flour, egg, 
and seasoning), then deep-fried to a golden 
brown. It is a famous merienda or afternoon 
snack within her neighborhood, valued at 
Php 100 for 30 pieces.

Even though Evelyn’s products are made to 
order, she worked twice as hard as she also 
peddled them. Aside from her neighbors 
and friends, Evelyn also accepted orders 
from people who resell her products in 
Virac and other municipalities.

“Nagsimula akong gumawa ng mga 
processed foods noong 2017. Namimili pa 
ako noon ng mga sangkap sa palengke. 
Ngayon, dahil may mga naaani na kaming 
gulay, halos lahat ng ginagamit kong 
ingredients ay galing na sa SAAD. Lahat ng 
uri ng gulay pwede gamitin. Ito talaga ang 

bumuhay sa amin ngayong pandemic. 
Kung wala ito, wala kaming pagkukuhanan 
ng pambili ng kailangan namin. Dahil dito, 
napag-aaral ko ang aking anak na 
kumukuha ng kursong criminology. Dahil 
din sa SAAD, hindi na ako ngayon 
nagigipit. Hindi ko na naramdaman 
mangutang dahil pwede ko nang ipagbili 
itong mga naani kong mga gulay, kaya 
napakalaki talaga ng pasasalamat ko sa 
SAAD,” she shared.

Evelyn also made ‘Peanut Butter Special’, a 
peanut butter mixture infused with milk, 
eggs, and margarine. Most of her suki 
described it as a ‘peanut butter with a 
yema-like taste’.

Evelyn is delighted by the recent SAAD 
Program’s peanut seeds distribution on 
May 6 as it will significantly reduce the 
production cost of her special peanut butter 
soon.

The Sioron HVCFA with 44 members was 
also provided with a set of cooking utensils 
on April 6. The set includes an impulse 
sealer, a heavy-duty chopping board, 1 set 
of kitchen utensils, 1 set of heavy-duty 
cooking pots, and various personal 
protective equipment (apron, masks, 

hairnets).

SAAD hopes to boost the association and 
its members’ capability to sustain and 
eventually create opportunities for 
themselves.

Luz’ Turmeric Tea

San Roque Vegetable Association (SRVA) 
Chairperson Luz C. Tardaguila from Brgy. 
San Roque, Bato, Catanduanes, sees 
turmeric tea-making as a way to maximize 
their project.

Luz has been using her harvested ginger 
from the group’s garden to create 
homemade turmeric tea since 2019.

Her flourishing business’ market ranges 
from barangay locals to buyers from other 
municipalities in the province.

Her independent production can 
accommodate 20-25 bottles of 250-gram 
turmeric tea, selling at Php 100 each. From 
this, she earns Php 1,500-2,000/month.

continue to next page

In January, a big chunk of the sales of the 
SRVA came from selling vegetables in Bato 
Public Market. In the following month, they 
started planting various vegetables such as 
sitaw, ampalaya, pechay, and okra in their 
newly relocated communal garden, with an 
area of 400 square meters to utilize more 
space for planting peanut and sweet potato.

Eager to establish an enterprise and 
sustain their vegetable production project 
from SAAD, some members of the SRVA 
also engaged in creating molido candies 
(sweetened squash), camote cue, and 
atsara from excess harvests.

As SRVA chair, Luz envisions their group to 
be more productive and enthusiastic in 
engaging on independent and local 
enterprises.

To maximize state benefits, the association 
plans to acquire a registration from the 
Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) to 
ensure consumer protection and to 
increase marketing leverage for their 
produce.

This year, the SRVA is in line to receive 
food processing equipment from SAAD to 
further boost their business. The provision 
includes kitchen utensils, weighing scale, 
crates, bottle sealer, storage containers, 
packaging materials, personal protective 
equipment, and hygiene kits.

Through her example, several group 
members are now encouraged to try 
vegetable processing as it extends the shelf 
life of their harvests and increases its 
monetary value.

The SAAD Program will be providing 
training on value-adding practices, which is 
scheduled for the 3rd quarter of this year.

For inquiries and orders to our 
Catanduanes local farmers, you may reach 
the contact numbers below:

Evelyn Ogalesco – +63951-772-3364;
Luz Tardaguila – +63995-973-7912 or 
+63933-441-2449. ### (Sarah Jane Taway 
and Maria Sandra Guinguing)
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CATANDUANES, May 5, 2021 – 
High-Value Crops (HVC) Project 
beneficiaries of the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
earned additional income from selling 
value-added products such as atsara, 
vegetable fritter (okoy), and turmeric tea 
from their harvested crops.

Evelyn’s atsara, okoy, and 
special yema peanut butter

Evelyn D. Ogalesco, a member of the 
Sioron High-Value Commercial Farmers 
Association (Sioron HVCFA), maximized 
her vegetable production project through 
value-adding.

The project was turned over in January 
2020, which mitigated adverse economic 
impact of the pandemic, especially to the 
rural marginalized communities.

Though Evelyn started making atsara in 
2017, she now uses raw materials from 
their 220 square meters HVC communal 
garden organized by the Program in 
Barangay Sioron, Gigmoto, Catanduanes.

She earns about Php 1,500 weekly from 
selling atsara and vegetable fritters which 
most of the ingredients are sourced from 
their garden (i.e. ginger, radish, sili, and 
ampalaya).  A 250 gram (g) jar of atsara 
sells for Php 55, while the 500g sells for 
Php 110.

Evelyn also made vegetable fritters from 
her excess vegetable harvests. Vegetable 
fritters are chopped vegetables coated with 
egg batter (a mixture of water, flour, egg, 
and seasoning), then deep-fried to a golden 
brown. It is a famous merienda or afternoon 
snack within her neighborhood, valued at 
Php 100 for 30 pieces.

Even though Evelyn’s products are made to 
order, she worked twice as hard as she also 
peddled them. Aside from her neighbors 
and friends, Evelyn also accepted orders 
from people who resell her products in 
Virac and other municipalities.

“Nagsimula akong gumawa ng mga 
processed foods noong 2017. Namimili pa 
ako noon ng mga sangkap sa palengke. 
Ngayon, dahil may mga naaani na kaming 
gulay, halos lahat ng ginagamit kong 
ingredients ay galing na sa SAAD. Lahat ng 
uri ng gulay pwede gamitin. Ito talaga ang 

bumuhay sa amin ngayong pandemic. 
Kung wala ito, wala kaming pagkukuhanan 
ng pambili ng kailangan namin. Dahil dito, 
napag-aaral ko ang aking anak na 
kumukuha ng kursong criminology. Dahil 
din sa SAAD, hindi na ako ngayon 
nagigipit. Hindi ko na naramdaman 
mangutang dahil pwede ko nang ipagbili 
itong mga naani kong mga gulay, kaya 
napakalaki talaga ng pasasalamat ko sa 
SAAD,” she shared.

Evelyn also made ‘Peanut Butter Special’, a 
peanut butter mixture infused with milk, 
eggs, and margarine. Most of her suki 
described it as a ‘peanut butter with a 
yema-like taste’.

Evelyn is delighted by the recent SAAD 
Program’s peanut seeds distribution on 
May 6 as it will significantly reduce the 
production cost of her special peanut butter 
soon.

The Sioron HVCFA with 44 members was 
also provided with a set of cooking utensils 
on April 6. The set includes an impulse 
sealer, a heavy-duty chopping board, 1 set 
of kitchen utensils, 1 set of heavy-duty 
cooking pots, and various personal 
protective equipment (apron, masks, 

hairnets).

SAAD hopes to boost the association and 
its members’ capability to sustain and 
eventually create opportunities for 
themselves.

Luz’ Turmeric Tea

San Roque Vegetable Association (SRVA) 
Chairperson Luz C. Tardaguila from Brgy. 
San Roque, Bato, Catanduanes, sees 
turmeric tea-making as a way to maximize 
their project.

Luz has been using her harvested ginger 
from the group’s garden to create 
homemade turmeric tea since 2019.

Her flourishing business’ market ranges 
from barangay locals to buyers from other 
municipalities in the province.

Her independent production can 
accommodate 20-25 bottles of 250-gram 
turmeric tea, selling at Php 100 each. From 
this, she earns Php 1,500-2,000/month.

In January, a big chunk of the sales of the 
SRVA came from selling vegetables in Bato 
Public Market. In the following month, they 
started planting various vegetables such as 
sitaw, ampalaya, pechay, and okra in their 
newly relocated communal garden, with an 
area of 400 square meters to utilize more 
space for planting peanut and sweet potato.

Eager to establish an enterprise and 
sustain their vegetable production project 
from SAAD, some members of the SRVA 
also engaged in creating molido candies 
(sweetened squash), camote cue, and 
atsara from excess harvests.

As SRVA chair, Luz envisions their group to 
be more productive and enthusiastic in 
engaging on independent and local 
enterprises.

To maximize state benefits, the association 
plans to acquire a registration from the 
Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) to 
ensure consumer protection and to 
increase marketing leverage for their 
produce.

This year, the SRVA is in line to receive 
food processing equipment from SAAD to 
further boost their business. The provision 
includes kitchen utensils, weighing scale, 
crates, bottle sealer, storage containers, 
packaging materials, personal protective 
equipment, and hygiene kits.

Through her example, several group 
members are now encouraged to try 
vegetable processing as it extends the shelf 
life of their harvests and increases its 
monetary value.

Product Frequency Production 
Cost 
(Php) 

Quantity 
Sold 

Price 
(Php) 

Total 
Sales 
(Php) 

Income per 
Production 

(Php) 

a b c d e f = e x d g = f - c 

Atsara 2x/week 880 / 8000g 
16 jars 

(500g each) 
110.00/jar 1,760.00 880.00 

Special yema 
peanut butter 

1/week 350 / 2000g 
4 jars 

(500g each) 
110.00/jar 440.00 40.00 

Vegetable fritter 3x/week 50 
1 order 
(30 pcs) 

100.00/order 100.00 50.00 

 

Product Frequency Production 
Cost 
(Php) 

Quantity 
Sold 

Price 
(Php) 

Total 
Sales 
(Php) 

Income per 
Production 

(Php) 

a b c d e f = e x d g = f -c 
Turmeric 
Tea 

once a week 400.00/2000g 
8 jars 

(250g each) 
110.00/jar 800.00 400.00 

 

The SAAD Program will be providing 
training on value-adding practices, which is 
scheduled for the 3rd quarter of this year.

For inquiries and orders to our 
Catanduanes local farmers, you may reach 
the contact numbers below:

Evelyn Ogalesco – +63951-772-3364;
Luz Tardaguila – +63995-973-7912 or 
+63933-441-2449. ### (Sarah Jane Taway 
and Maria Sandra Guinguing)

Table 88. Evelyn Ogalesco’s Projected Production Quantity and Profit

Table 89. Luz Tardaguila’s Projected Production Quantity and Profit

May 10, 2021

CATANDUANES, April 26, 2021 – The  
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program vegetable growers of 
Catanduanes seem to have found gold in 
their communal gardens as they became 
sources of profit and augmented community 
access to healthier foods.

The SAAD community vegetable gardens 
function in two ways; first, the project uplifts 
marginal farmers to earn extra income for 
their family, and second, it gives access to 
the locals to fresh and healthy foods 
especially during the pandemic.

As a strategy, the farmers decided to 
harvest their crops earlier before Tropical 
Storm Surigae (Bising) hit the province.

San Miguel SAADVFA

The San Miguel SAAD Vegetable Farmers 
Association (San Miguel SAADVFA) from 
Barangay San Miguel, Baras, harvested 
1,413.20 kilograms (kg) of assorted 
vegetables (squash, cucumber, ampalaya, 
radish, pechay, upo, patola, sitaw) in their 
15,420 square meter (sqm) communal 
gardens from March to mid-April.

The high-value crops (HVC) beneficiaries 
of the Program from Baras and Gigmoto in 
Catanduanes are now reaping their fruits of 
labor as they earn an accumulated amount 
of Php 50,171 from selling vegetable 
produce for the months of March and April.

The vegetable produce is apportioned 
between beneficiaries’ consumption (40%) 
and marketing, where 60% are brought to 
the local market or sold in their barangay.  
The San Miguel SAADVFA earned 
Php 33,951 from selling their vegetables 
since the inception of the project in October 
2020.

“Kami po ay lubos na 
nagpap��amat sa DA-SAAD 
at sa lahat ng m� 
nagpapatupad n�o dah� 
nakik�a po namin na ang m� 
ma��aka sa aming bayan ay 
t�a�ng nakikin�ang sa m� 
���nsiyang pinamimi�y ng 
SAAD. Mayr�n nang 
nadadagdag na suplay ng 
gulay sa bayan; mayr�n na 
ring nagl�ako ng m� gulay 
sa bara-baran�y na 
nakakatulong sa m� m��i� 
na ma��aka. Ang 
pagkakar�n po ng sup�ta 
mula sa SAAD ay m�aking 
tulong para l�o pang 
umusbong ang 
pagtatanim ng 
gulay d�o sa 
bayan ng 
Bar�,” shared 
by Mr. Pablo 
Tayangona, HVC 
Coordinator from 
the Baras Municipal 
Agriculture Office.

Sioron HVCFA 
and SPFA

Two other 
associations from 
Gigmoto – the 
Sioron High 
Value Commercial 
Farmers Association 
(Sioron HVCFA) 

and the San Pedro Farmers Association (SPFA) 
– are also starting to generate income from 
their vegetable gardens since April.

The Sioron HVCFA earned Php 8,960 from 
their April 1 to 15 sales; while the SPFA gained 
Php 7,260 for the same period.

Ms. Leonor Martirez, a member of the Sioron 
HVCFA, mentioned that after their crops were 
damaged by the typhoons in 2020 and flooding 
in the first month of 2021, they are now starting 
to harvest vegetables from their communal 
gardens planted in January.

The supplemental vegetable seeds given in 
December 2020 to the group are meant to help 
them resume vegetable farming after the said 
calamities.

With a vegetable garden area of 220 square 
meters (sqm), the Sioron HVCFA harvested a 
total of 227.5kg of assorted vegetables, then 
sold 200kg within the community.

“May ma�nda namang naidulot 
ang lockdown d�o, nakatuon na 
ang madami sa m� residen� sa 
baran�y Si�on sa pagtatanim. 
Lim�ado ang pagl�� namin, 
hindi kami makapunta ng Virac 
dah� baw¡ at t�a�ng 
napakamah¡ ng pam�a¢. Kaya 
nagpap��amat kami dah� 
n�e�p�yuhan ng SAAD ang 
baran�y Si�on. Lahat na ng 
ka�an�n namin sa pagtatanim: 
binhi, �ono, m� �rden �¤s, 
ibini�y na ng SAAD nang libre. 
Ang tan�ng kap�� na lamang ng 
m� �o ay ang patuloy kaming 
ma�ipag sa pagtatanim sapagkat 
nakakatulong �o sa amin. Iyon 
n� lang, n�ira ang m� pananim 
n�ng bumagyo, ¦ro 
nag-uump�a na ul� kami kah� 
papaano,” Ms. Martirez added.

Note: Production and profit table is subject to change considering the informal nature of the business

Note: Production and profit table is subject to change considering the informal nature of the business

Meanwhile, the members of SPFA from 
Barangay San Pedro, Gigmoto harvested 
385kg of assorted vegetables, selling 216kg 
and keeping 169kg for their family’s food 
consumption. ### (Sarah Jane Taway)
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CATANDUANES, May 5, 2021 – 
High-Value Crops (HVC) Project 
beneficiaries of the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program 
earned additional income from selling 
value-added products such as atsara, 
vegetable fritter (okoy), and turmeric tea 
from their harvested crops.

Evelyn’s atsara, okoy, and 
special yema peanut butter

Evelyn D. Ogalesco, a member of the 
Sioron High-Value Commercial Farmers 
Association (Sioron HVCFA), maximized 
her vegetable production project through 
value-adding.

The project was turned over in January 
2020, which mitigated adverse economic 
impact of the pandemic, especially to the 
rural marginalized communities.

Though Evelyn started making atsara in 
2017, she now uses raw materials from 
their 220 square meters HVC communal 
garden organized by the Program in 
Barangay Sioron, Gigmoto, Catanduanes.

She earns about Php 1,500 weekly from 
selling atsara and vegetable fritters which 
most of the ingredients are sourced from 
their garden (i.e. ginger, radish, sili, and 
ampalaya).  A 250 gram (g) jar of atsara 
sells for Php 55, while the 500g sells for 
Php 110.

Evelyn also made vegetable fritters from 
her excess vegetable harvests. Vegetable 
fritters are chopped vegetables coated with 
egg batter (a mixture of water, flour, egg, 
and seasoning), then deep-fried to a golden 
brown. It is a famous merienda or afternoon 
snack within her neighborhood, valued at 
Php 100 for 30 pieces.

Even though Evelyn’s products are made to 
order, she worked twice as hard as she also 
peddled them. Aside from her neighbors 
and friends, Evelyn also accepted orders 
from people who resell her products in 
Virac and other municipalities.

“Nagsimula akong gumawa ng mga 
processed foods noong 2017. Namimili pa 
ako noon ng mga sangkap sa palengke. 
Ngayon, dahil may mga naaani na kaming 
gulay, halos lahat ng ginagamit kong 
ingredients ay galing na sa SAAD. Lahat ng 
uri ng gulay pwede gamitin. Ito talaga ang 

bumuhay sa amin ngayong pandemic. 
Kung wala ito, wala kaming pagkukuhanan 
ng pambili ng kailangan namin. Dahil dito, 
napag-aaral ko ang aking anak na 
kumukuha ng kursong criminology. Dahil 
din sa SAAD, hindi na ako ngayon 
nagigipit. Hindi ko na naramdaman 
mangutang dahil pwede ko nang ipagbili 
itong mga naani kong mga gulay, kaya 
napakalaki talaga ng pasasalamat ko sa 
SAAD,” she shared.

Evelyn also made ‘Peanut Butter Special’, a 
peanut butter mixture infused with milk, 
eggs, and margarine. Most of her suki 
described it as a ‘peanut butter with a 
yema-like taste’.

Evelyn is delighted by the recent SAAD 
Program’s peanut seeds distribution on 
May 6 as it will significantly reduce the 
production cost of her special peanut butter 
soon.

The Sioron HVCFA with 44 members was 
also provided with a set of cooking utensils 
on April 6. The set includes an impulse 
sealer, a heavy-duty chopping board, 1 set 
of kitchen utensils, 1 set of heavy-duty 
cooking pots, and various personal 
protective equipment (apron, masks, 

hairnets).

SAAD hopes to boost the association and 
its members’ capability to sustain and 
eventually create opportunities for 
themselves.

Luz’ Turmeric Tea

San Roque Vegetable Association (SRVA) 
Chairperson Luz C. Tardaguila from Brgy. 
San Roque, Bato, Catanduanes, sees 
turmeric tea-making as a way to maximize 
their project.

Luz has been using her harvested ginger 
from the group’s garden to create 
homemade turmeric tea since 2019.

Her flourishing business’ market ranges 
from barangay locals to buyers from other 
municipalities in the province.

Her independent production can 
accommodate 20-25 bottles of 250-gram 
turmeric tea, selling at Php 100 each. From 
this, she earns Php 1,500-2,000/month.

In January, a big chunk of the sales of the 
SRVA came from selling vegetables in Bato 
Public Market. In the following month, they 
started planting various vegetables such as 
sitaw, ampalaya, pechay, and okra in their 
newly relocated communal garden, with an 
area of 400 square meters to utilize more 
space for planting peanut and sweet potato.

Eager to establish an enterprise and 
sustain their vegetable production project 
from SAAD, some members of the SRVA 
also engaged in creating molido candies 
(sweetened squash), camote cue, and 
atsara from excess harvests.

As SRVA chair, Luz envisions their group to 
be more productive and enthusiastic in 
engaging on independent and local 
enterprises.

To maximize state benefits, the association 
plans to acquire a registration from the 
Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) to 
ensure consumer protection and to 
increase marketing leverage for their 
produce.

This year, the SRVA is in line to receive 
food processing equipment from SAAD to 
further boost their business. The provision 
includes kitchen utensils, weighing scale, 
crates, bottle sealer, storage containers, 
packaging materials, personal protective 
equipment, and hygiene kits.

Through her example, several group 
members are now encouraged to try 
vegetable processing as it extends the shelf 
life of their harvests and increases its 
monetary value.

The SAAD Program will be providing 
training on value-adding practices, which is 
scheduled for the 3rd quarter of this year.

For inquiries and orders to our 
Catanduanes local farmers, you may reach 
the contact numbers below:

Evelyn Ogalesco – +63951-772-3364;
Luz Tardaguila – +63995-973-7912 or 
+63933-441-2449. ### (Sarah Jane Taway 
and Maria Sandra Guinguing)

May 10, 2021

CATANDUANES, April 26, 2021 – The  
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program vegetable growers of 
Catanduanes seem to have found gold in 
their communal gardens as they became 
sources of profit and augmented community 
access to healthier foods.

The SAAD community vegetable gardens 
function in two ways; first, the project uplifts 
marginal farmers to earn extra income for 
their family, and second, it gives access to 
the locals to fresh and healthy foods 
especially during the pandemic.

As a strategy, the farmers decided to 
harvest their crops earlier before Tropical 
Storm Surigae (Bising) hit the province.

San Miguel SAADVFA

The San Miguel SAAD Vegetable Farmers 
Association (San Miguel SAADVFA) from 
Barangay San Miguel, Baras, harvested 
1,413.20 kilograms (kg) of assorted 
vegetables (squash, cucumber, ampalaya, 
radish, pechay, upo, patola, sitaw) in their 
15,420 square meter (sqm) communal 
gardens from March to mid-April.

The high-value crops (HVC) beneficiaries 
of the Program from Baras and Gigmoto in 
Catanduanes are now reaping their fruits of 
labor as they earn an accumulated amount 
of Php 50,171 from selling vegetable 
produce for the months of March and April.

The vegetable produce is apportioned 
between beneficiaries’ consumption (40%) 
and marketing, where 60% are brought to 
the local market or sold in their barangay.  
The San Miguel SAADVFA earned 
Php 33,951 from selling their vegetables 
since the inception of the project in October 
2020.

SAAD Catanduanes vegetable gardens, 
a potential gold mine

“Kami po ay lubos na 
nagpap��amat sa DA-SAAD 
at sa lahat ng m� 
nagpapatupad n�o dah� 
nakik�a po namin na ang m� 
ma��aka sa aming bayan ay 
t�a�ng nakikin�ang sa m� 
���nsiyang pinamimi�y ng 
SAAD. Mayr�n nang 
nadadagdag na suplay ng 
gulay sa bayan; mayr�n na 
ring nagl�ako ng m� gulay 
sa bara-baran�y na 
nakakatulong sa m� m��i� 
na ma��aka. Ang 
pagkakar�n po ng sup�ta 
mula sa SAAD ay m�aking 
tulong para l�o pang 
umusbong ang 
pagtatanim ng 
gulay d�o sa 
bayan ng 
Bar�,” shared 
by Mr. Pablo 
Tayangona, HVC 
Coordinator from 
the Baras Municipal 
Agriculture Office.

Sioron HVCFA 
and SPFA

Two other 
associations from 
Gigmoto – the 
Sioron High 
Value Commercial 
Farmers Association 
(Sioron HVCFA) 

continue to 
next page

and the San Pedro Farmers Association (SPFA) 
– are also starting to generate income from 
their vegetable gardens since April.

The Sioron HVCFA earned Php 8,960 from 
their April 1 to 15 sales; while the SPFA gained 
Php 7,260 for the same period.

Ms. Leonor Martirez, a member of the Sioron 
HVCFA, mentioned that after their crops were 
damaged by the typhoons in 2020 and flooding 
in the first month of 2021, they are now starting 
to harvest vegetables from their communal 
gardens planted in January.

The supplemental vegetable seeds given in 
December 2020 to the group are meant to help 
them resume vegetable farming after the said 
calamities.

With a vegetable garden area of 220 square 
meters (sqm), the Sioron HVCFA harvested a 
total of 227.5kg of assorted vegetables, then 
sold 200kg within the community.

“May ma�nda namang naidulot 
ang lockdown d�o, nakatuon na 
ang madami sa m� residen� sa 
baran�y Si�on sa pagtatanim. 
Lim�ado ang pagl�� namin, 
hindi kami makapunta ng Virac 
dah� baw¡ at t�a�ng 
napakamah¡ ng pam�a¢. Kaya 
nagpap��amat kami dah� 
n�e�p�yuhan ng SAAD ang 
baran�y Si�on. Lahat na ng 
ka�an�n namin sa pagtatanim: 
binhi, �ono, m� �rden �¤s, 
ibini�y na ng SAAD nang libre. 
Ang tan�ng kap�� na lamang ng 
m� �o ay ang patuloy kaming 
ma�ipag sa pagtatanim sapagkat 
nakakatulong �o sa amin. Iyon 
n� lang, n�ira ang m� pananim 
n�ng bumagyo, ¦ro 
nag-uump�a na ul� kami kah� 
papaano,” Ms. Martirez added.

Association Name Location No. of 
Members 

Area 
(m2) 

Vegetables Quantity 
(kg) 

Sales 
(Php) 

San Miguel Saad 
Vegetable Farmers 
Association (San 
Miguel Saadvfa) 

Brgy. San 
Miguel, Baras 

80 15,000 

squash, cucumber, 
ampalaya, radish, 
pechay, upo, patola, 
sitaw 

1,413.20 33,951.00 

Sioron High Value 
Commercial Farmers 
Association (Sioron 
Hvcfa) 

Brgy. Sioron, 
Gigmoto 

34 220 

squash, eggplant, 
radish, sweet potato, 
ampalaya, pechay, 
sitaw, sila,okra 

227.50 8,960.00 

San Pedro Farmers 
Association (Spfa) 

Brgy. San 
Pedro, Gigmoto 

49 200 
squash, cucumber, 
ampalaya, pechay, 
upo, patola, sitaw,okra 

385.00 7,260.00 

Total 2,025.70 50,171.00 
 

Table 90. Catanduanes FAs’ Harvest and Sales Data

Meanwhile, the members of SPFA from 
Barangay San Pedro, Gigmoto harvested 
385kg of assorted vegetables, selling 216kg 
and keeping 169kg for their family’s food 
consumption. ### (Sarah Jane Taway)
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CATANDUANES, April 26, 2021 – The  
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program vegetable growers of 
Catanduanes seem to have found gold in 
their communal gardens as they became 
sources of profit and augmented community 
access to healthier foods.

The SAAD community vegetable gardens 
function in two ways; first, the project uplifts 
marginal farmers to earn extra income for 
their family, and second, it gives access to 
the locals to fresh and healthy foods 
especially during the pandemic.

As a strategy, the farmers decided to 
harvest their crops earlier before Tropical 
Storm Surigae (Bising) hit the province.

San Miguel SAADVFA

The San Miguel SAAD Vegetable Farmers 
Association (San Miguel SAADVFA) from 
Barangay San Miguel, Baras, harvested 
1,413.20 kilograms (kg) of assorted 
vegetables (squash, cucumber, ampalaya, 
radish, pechay, upo, patola, sitaw) in their 
15,420 square meter (sqm) communal 
gardens from March to mid-April.

The high-value crops (HVC) beneficiaries 
of the Program from Baras and Gigmoto in 
Catanduanes are now reaping their fruits of 
labor as they earn an accumulated amount 
of Php 50,171 from selling vegetable 
produce for the months of March and April.

The vegetable produce is apportioned 
between beneficiaries’ consumption (40%) 
and marketing, where 60% are brought to 
the local market or sold in their barangay.  
The San Miguel SAADVFA earned 
Php 33,951 from selling their vegetables 
since the inception of the project in October 
2020.

“Kami po ay lubos na 
nagpap��amat sa DA-SAAD 
at sa lahat ng m� 
nagpapatupad n�o dah� 
nakik�a po namin na ang m� 
ma��aka sa aming bayan ay 
t�a�ng nakikin�ang sa m� 
���nsiyang pinamimi�y ng 
SAAD. Mayr�n nang 
nadadagdag na suplay ng 
gulay sa bayan; mayr�n na 
ring nagl�ako ng m� gulay 
sa bara-baran�y na 
nakakatulong sa m� m��i� 
na ma��aka. Ang 
pagkakar�n po ng sup�ta 
mula sa SAAD ay m�aking 
tulong para l�o pang 
umusbong ang 
pagtatanim ng 
gulay d�o sa 
bayan ng 
Bar�,” shared 
by Mr. Pablo 
Tayangona, HVC 
Coordinator from 
the Baras Municipal 
Agriculture Office.

Sioron HVCFA 
and SPFA

Two other 
associations from 
Gigmoto – the 
Sioron High 
Value Commercial 
Farmers Association 
(Sioron HVCFA) 

and the San Pedro Farmers Association (SPFA) 
– are also starting to generate income from 
their vegetable gardens since April.

The Sioron HVCFA earned Php 8,960 from 
their April 1 to 15 sales; while the SPFA gained 
Php 7,260 for the same period.

Ms. Leonor Martirez, a member of the Sioron 
HVCFA, mentioned that after their crops were 
damaged by the typhoons in 2020 and flooding 
in the first month of 2021, they are now starting 
to harvest vegetables from their communal 
gardens planted in January.

The supplemental vegetable seeds given in 
December 2020 to the group are meant to help 
them resume vegetable farming after the said 
calamities.

With a vegetable garden area of 220 square 
meters (sqm), the Sioron HVCFA harvested a 
total of 227.5kg of assorted vegetables, then 
sold 200kg within the community.

“May ma�nda namang naidulot 
ang lockdown d�o, nakatuon na 
ang madami sa m� residen� sa 
baran�y Si�on sa pagtatanim. 
Lim�ado ang pagl�� namin, 
hindi kami makapunta ng Virac 
dah� baw¡ at t�a�ng 
napakamah¡ ng pam�a¢. Kaya 
nagpap��amat kami dah� 
n�e�p�yuhan ng SAAD ang 
baran�y Si�on. Lahat na ng 
ka�an�n namin sa pagtatanim: 
binhi, �ono, m� �rden �¤s, 
ibini�y na ng SAAD nang libre. 
Ang tan�ng kap�� na lamang ng 
m� �o ay ang patuloy kaming 
ma�ipag sa pagtatanim sapagkat 
nakakatulong �o sa amin. Iyon 
n� lang, n�ira ang m� pananim 
n�ng bumagyo, ¦ro 
nag-uump�a na ul� kami kah� 
papaano,” Ms. Martirez added.

Meanwhile, the members of SPFA from 
Barangay San Pedro, Gigmoto harvested 
385kg of assorted vegetables, selling 216kg 
and keeping 169kg for their family’s food 
consumption. ### (Sarah Jane Taway)
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May 10, 2021

CATANDUANES, April 26, 2021 – The  
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
Program vegetable growers of 
Catanduanes seem to have found gold in 
their communal gardens as they became 
sources of profit and augmented community 
access to healthier foods.

The SAAD community vegetable gardens 
function in two ways; first, the project uplifts 
marginal farmers to earn extra income for 
their family, and second, it gives access to 
the locals to fresh and healthy foods 
especially during the pandemic.

As a strategy, the farmers decided to 
harvest their crops earlier before Tropical 
Storm Surigae (Bising) hit the province.

San Miguel SAADVFA

The San Miguel SAAD Vegetable Farmers 
Association (San Miguel SAADVFA) from 
Barangay San Miguel, Baras, harvested 
1,413.20 kilograms (kg) of assorted 
vegetables (squash, cucumber, ampalaya, 
radish, pechay, upo, patola, sitaw) in their 
15,420 square meter (sqm) communal 
gardens from March to mid-April.

The high-value crops (HVC) beneficiaries 
of the Program from Baras and Gigmoto in 
Catanduanes are now reaping their fruits of 
labor as they earn an accumulated amount 
of Php 50,171 from selling vegetable 
produce for the months of March and April.

The vegetable produce is apportioned 
between beneficiaries’ consumption (40%) 
and marketing, where 60% are brought to 
the local market or sold in their barangay.  
The San Miguel SAADVFA earned 
Php 33,951 from selling their vegetables 
since the inception of the project in October 
2020.

“Kami po ay lubos na 
nagpap��amat sa DA-SAAD 
at sa lahat ng m� 
nagpapatupad n�o dah� 
nakik�a po namin na ang m� 
ma��aka sa aming bayan ay 
t�a�ng nakikin�ang sa m� 
���nsiyang pinamimi�y ng 
SAAD. Mayr�n nang 
nadadagdag na suplay ng 
gulay sa bayan; mayr�n na 
ring nagl�ako ng m� gulay 
sa bara-baran�y na 
nakakatulong sa m� m��i� 
na ma��aka. Ang 
pagkakar�n po ng sup�ta 
mula sa SAAD ay m�aking 
tulong para l�o pang 
umusbong ang 
pagtatanim ng 
gulay d�o sa 
bayan ng 
Bar�,” shared 
by Mr. Pablo 
Tayangona, HVC 
Coordinator from 
the Baras Municipal 
Agriculture Office.

Sioron HVCFA 
and SPFA

Two other 
associations from 
Gigmoto – the 
Sioron High 
Value Commercial 
Farmers Association 
(Sioron HVCFA) 

and the San Pedro Farmers Association (SPFA) 
– are also starting to generate income from 
their vegetable gardens since April.

The Sioron HVCFA earned Php 8,960 from 
their April 1 to 15 sales; while the SPFA gained 
Php 7,260 for the same period.

Ms. Leonor Martirez, a member of the Sioron 
HVCFA, mentioned that after their crops were 
damaged by the typhoons in 2020 and flooding 
in the first month of 2021, they are now starting 
to harvest vegetables from their communal 
gardens planted in January.

The supplemental vegetable seeds given in 
December 2020 to the group are meant to help 
them resume vegetable farming after the said 
calamities.

With a vegetable garden area of 220 square 
meters (sqm), the Sioron HVCFA harvested a 
total of 227.5kg of assorted vegetables, then 
sold 200kg within the community.

“May ma�nda namang naidulot 
ang lockdown d�o, nakatuon na 
ang madami sa m� residen� sa 
baran�y Si�on sa pagtatanim. 
Lim�ado ang pagl�� namin, 
hindi kami makapunta ng Virac 
dah� baw¡ at t�a�ng 
napakamah¡ ng pam�a¢. Kaya 
nagpap��amat kami dah� 
n�e�p�yuhan ng SAAD ang 
baran�y Si�on. Lahat na ng 
ka�an�n namin sa pagtatanim: 
binhi, �ono, m� �rden �¤s, 
ibini�y na ng SAAD nang libre. 
Ang tan�ng kap�� na lamang ng 
m� �o ay ang patuloy kaming 
ma�ipag sa pagtatanim sapagkat 
nakakatulong �o sa amin. Iyon 
n� lang, n�ira ang m� pananim 
n�ng bumagyo, ¦ro 
nag-uump�a na ul� kami kah� 
papaano,” Ms. Martirez added.

HIDRA journey: from food 
sufficiency to entrepreneurship

April 30, 2021

SAMAR, April 18, 2021 –  Poultry and 
livestock livelihood interventions from the 
Department of Agriculture – Special Area 
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) 
continue to uplift the lives of 40 members of 
a farmers’ association in Hinabangan, 
Samar.

Hinabangan is a 4th class municipality, 
comprising 21 barangays, with a total 
population of 13,673 based on the 2015 
Philippine Statistics Authority data.

Out of 2,819 households, 1,030 appear on 
the active list of Department of Social 
Welfare and Development’s (DSWD) 4Ps, 
an indication of high poverty incidence 
within the area.

Two barangays of Hinabangan received 
livelihood projects such as the Egg 
Production Project as proposed by the 
Municipal Agricultural Office (MAO).

In November 2018, SAAD provided 240 
mallard ducks as a start-up project to 40 
individual beneficiaries in Barangays San 
Jose and Rawis. Under the said project, 
each beneficiary received 6 ready–to–lay 
mallard ducks with three bags of layer feeds 
– all amounting to Php 154,000.

As part of its capacity building, SAAD field 
personnel helped organize them into a 
group called Hinabangan Integrated Duck 
Raisers Association (HIDRA) and 
registered in the Department of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE) in March 2019.

In 2020, the group established a communal 
area, where each member contributed more 
or less five mallard duck offspring from the 
initial project provision.

In addition, the group was provided with 
five piglets for swine production. 

continue to next page

Meanwhile, the members of SPFA from 
Barangay San Pedro, Gigmoto harvested 
385kg of assorted vegetables, selling 216kg 
and keeping 169kg for their family’s food 
consumption. ### (Sarah Jane Taway)
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The swine is locally outsourced and came 
from the offspring of a SAAD’s swine 
project in Brgy. Bagacay. The officers and 
members then contributed cash to buy 
feeds for their animal-raising community 
projects.

To complement the existing feeds and free 
the beneficiaries from the burden of 
contributing cash regularly to buy feeds for 
their animals, SAAD Samar allotted funds 
generated from FY 2020 savings granting 
additional 10 bags of grower feeds for hogs 
and 50 bags of layer feeds for ducks.

In order to generate start–up capital and 
support the day–to–day project operations, 
such as expenses for feeds, the group 
agreed to set a monthly contribution of 
Php 100 from each member.

Egg production and 
value-adding activities 

The eggs produced were processed into 
salted eggs and sold within the barangay 
and the municipal offices in Hinabangan. 
Proceeds from sales were used in 
purchasing feeds for their poultry and  
livestock, and some were saved for the 
group’s future expenses.

The group also established a KADIWA 
Center in their community with an initial 
capital of Php 10,000 initiated by a member 
of the association. As of date, the group 
already earned Php 30,000.

The group members uphold bayanihan in 
association-related needs such as the 
construction of pigpen, fencing of mallard 
duck area, maintaining the cleanliness of 
the communal area, and recently, 
construction of egg layer house to minimize 
labor expenses. This way, a sense of 
ownership was also fostered in each group 
member.

Because of a good track record in 
leadership and project management, the 
group was granted an additional livelihood 
poultry project.

A total of 480 ready–to–lay layer chickens 
and multivitamins, 125 bags of layer feeds, 
800 pieces of egg trays, and an egg 
weighing scale were provided on December 
9, 2020. Cages provided by the program 
were also installed.

HIDRA is very much thankful to SAAD for 
providing the livelihood projects. 
Association president Melanie P. Mahinay 
said, “Dako an amon kalipay nga guintagan 
kami hin sugad hine nga livelihood project.  
Dire ine namon pagkakawangon nga 
higayon ngan amon igpapatapod ha SAAD 
nga mas pa namon nga uupayon an 
pagdumara hini nga proyekto kay dako gud 
ini nga bulig ngan kadugangan ini nga 
income ha amon tagsa nga mga pamilya.  
Unta damo pa nga grupo o individual an 
mabuligan ngan magpadayon ini nga 
programa han Department of Agriculture.  
Sugad man, an iba guihapon nga 
beneficiaries han SAAD, dire unta 
pagkawangon an bulig hini nga programa.”

(We are overflowing with joy for being 
chosen recipients of this livelihood project.  
We won’t waste this opportunity, and we 
assure SAAD Program that we will even 
exert more effort to improve in managing 
this project, because this is a tremendous 
help in increasing our family income. We 
hope more groups/individuals would be 
assisted, and the program will be sustained 
by the DA. In like manner, other 
beneficiaries should nurture the assistance 
provided to them by the program.)

With the help of SAAD, the group looks 
forward to engaging in more training and 
enterprise opportunities provided by the 
program and other units. Currently, they 
look forward to establishing Broiler Raising 
Production and Marketing. ### (Jocelyn  
Torres)

February 22, 2021

SORSOGON, February 22, 2021 –
Sorsogon works in unison as 
community-led enterprise opportunities 
activate in different Department of 
Agriculture-Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) – covered areas, 
featuring the livelihood interventions 
provided by the program. The emerging 
small enterprise is an essential 
manifestation of impact towards the 
program’s sustainability and community 
ownership.

Rebecca Buban, Juban, Sorgoson

From organic soap-making, the Añog Corn 
Farmers Association (FA), another FA from 
Juban sources additional income from 
selling homemade polvoron and pastillas 
using pulverized white corn (corn starch) 

after food processing training conducted by 
the SAAD Program.

Despite the pandemic, the association was 
organized by the SAAD Program in 2020 
and was granted with corn production 
package consisting of white and yellow 
corn seeds, fertilizer, cassava stalks, and 
corn postharvest machines such as corn 
mill and a mechanical corn sheller.

In Brgy. Añog, yellow corn is usually 
cultivated since it is easier to sell. The 
planting of white corn in an approximately 
12-hectare land, began shortly after its 
turnover in June 2020.

White corn candy-making (polvoron and 
pastillas) was initiated by the SAAD 
Program in December 2020, led by 
Ms. Suzette Dela Rama, SAAD Technical 
Staff for Corn and Cassava, the training 

was assisted by SAAD RPMSO and 
PPMSO Sorsogon. The main ingredient of 
the home-made powdered candies is from 
their milled white corn. 

“Di po talaga kami nagtatanim ng ganitong 
[puting] mais. Pero dahil sa binigay ng 
SAAD na mga binhi, nagtanim kami at 
nakapag gawa at nakabenta kami sa 
palengke ng pastillas at polvoron na gawa 
sa white corn. Nag-click naman sa 
palengke,” shared Rebecca Buban, a 
member of the Añog Corn FA.

Aside from her value-added products made 
from white corn, about 28 kilograms of her 
yellow corn harvest were milled and 
supplied to a fishpond owner as fish feed. 
However, this was discontinued due to 
flooding that affected the fish ponds in the 
area.

Adelaida Fainza, Magallanes, Sorsogon

The SAAD Program provided 20 mallard 
ducks to 7 beneficiaries as a start-up 
project after their community needs 
assessment in Brgy. Siuton, Magallanes. 
They were also provided with 
supplementary feeds for a period of time to 
sustain the livelihood project.

“Minsan, namomroblema ako kung saan 
ako kukuha ng budget dahil nung wala 
pang SAAD, ang pagsasaka at pag-aalaga 
lang ng baboy ang pinagkukuhanan ko ng 
pang konsumo sa pang araw-araw na 
gastos sa aking pamilya. Nung dumating 
ang SAAD, nakatulong ito sa pandagdag 
income dahil sa binigay nilang itik, 
nakapagbenta kami ng itlog nito kaya 
malaking tulong ito sa amin,” said 
54-year-old beneficiary Adelaida Fainza.

According to Adelaida, 270 eggs were sold 
every month with a value of Php 7/piece. In 
the course of 6 months, she earned 
Php 11,000 in selling salted eggs.

Another beneficiary of duck production in 
the same barangay, Jose Barreda, also 
sells eggs at Php 7 each. In two months, he 
earned more than Php 4,000.

“M�aking tulong sa amin ang 
pagkakar�n ng �ik dah� sa 
araw-araw na pag-i�og 
n�o, nakakapag �nta kami, at 
d�o kami nakakakuha ng 
bud�t sa pan
n
	an
n 
namin araw-araw,” Jose shared.

In February, the SAAD organized-
beneficiaries who received product 
development training conducted by the DA, 
led by Ms. Rosella Formento, a research 
assistant for the Regional Disaster 
Preparedness Training Centre (RDPTC) in 

Sorsogon developed a variety of flavored 
salted egg (garlic, turmeric, and chili).  
They plan to boost their production this 
year through the continued support of the 
SAAD Program for their soon-to-be 
registered farmers’ association. The 
package will include 400 head of mallard 
ducks, laminated sacks, duck feeds, a 
waterer, and a net. The duck production 
package is expected to be the source of 
itik-eggs to be used for the flavored salted 
production of the association.

“Nagpapasalamat po kami sa Department 
of Agriculture SAAD Program dahil natuto 
kami gumawa ng itlog na maalat na may 
iba’t ibang flavor na makakadagdag kita 
saamin lalo na ngayong pandemya,” Jose 
said.

SAAD Coordinator Allen Jao plans to 
organize the beneficiaries into a registered 
farmers’ association to extend the benefits 
of the program to other interested residents.

The SAAD Program understands the 
intricacy of initiating development projects, 
especially in areas where access to basic 
services is scarce. Its logframe prescribes a 
series of consultations, involving agriculture 
experts and the grassroots communities to 
secure participation, and sustainability of 
the livelihood projects.

The framework is used for needs 
assessment, which also determines 
feasible agricultural interventions that fit the 
needs and resources of a particular area.  
### (Sandee Guinguing and Pauline Trixia 
Borja)
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February 22, 2021

SORSOGON, February 22, 2021 –
Sorsogon works in unison as 
community-led enterprise opportunities 
activate in different Department of 
Agriculture-Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) – covered areas, 
featuring the livelihood interventions 
provided by the program. The emerging 
small enterprise is an essential 
manifestation of impact towards the 
program’s sustainability and community 
ownership.

Rebecca Buban, Juban, Sorgoson

From organic soap-making, the Añog Corn 
Farmers Association (FA), another FA from 
Juban sources additional income from 
selling homemade polvoron and pastillas 
using pulverized white corn (corn starch) 

Beneficiary-led small enterprises continue to activate in Sorsogon

after food processing training conducted by 
the SAAD Program.

Despite the pandemic, the association was 
organized by the SAAD Program in 2020 
and was granted with corn production 
package consisting of white and yellow 
corn seeds, fertilizer, cassava stalks, and 
corn postharvest machines such as corn 
mill and a mechanical corn sheller.

In Brgy. Añog, yellow corn is usually 
cultivated since it is easier to sell. The 
planting of white corn in an approximately 
12-hectare land, began shortly after its 
turnover in June 2020.

White corn candy-making (polvoron and 
pastillas) was initiated by the SAAD 
Program in December 2020, led by 
Ms. Suzette Dela Rama, SAAD Technical 
Staff for Corn and Cassava, the training 

continue to next page

was assisted by SAAD RPMSO and 
PPMSO Sorsogon. The main ingredient of 
the home-made powdered candies is from 
their milled white corn. 

“Di po talaga kami nagtatanim ng ganitong 
[puting] mais. Pero dahil sa binigay ng 
SAAD na mga binhi, nagtanim kami at 
nakapag gawa at nakabenta kami sa 
palengke ng pastillas at polvoron na gawa 
sa white corn. Nag-click naman sa 
palengke,” shared Rebecca Buban, a 
member of the Añog Corn FA.

Aside from her value-added products made 
from white corn, about 28 kilograms of her 
yellow corn harvest were milled and 
supplied to a fishpond owner as fish feed. 
However, this was discontinued due to 
flooding that affected the fish ponds in the 
area.

Adelaida Fainza, Magallanes, Sorsogon

The SAAD Program provided 20 mallard 
ducks to 7 beneficiaries as a start-up 
project after their community needs 
assessment in Brgy. Siuton, Magallanes. 
They were also provided with 
supplementary feeds for a period of time to 
sustain the livelihood project.

“Minsan, namomroblema ako kung saan 
ako kukuha ng budget dahil nung wala 
pang SAAD, ang pagsasaka at pag-aalaga 
lang ng baboy ang pinagkukuhanan ko ng 
pang konsumo sa pang araw-araw na 
gastos sa aking pamilya. Nung dumating 
ang SAAD, nakatulong ito sa pandagdag 
income dahil sa binigay nilang itik, 
nakapagbenta kami ng itlog nito kaya 
malaking tulong ito sa amin,” said 
54-year-old beneficiary Adelaida Fainza.

According to Adelaida, 270 eggs were sold 
every month with a value of Php 7/piece. In 
the course of 6 months, she earned 
Php 11,000 in selling salted eggs.

Another beneficiary of duck production in 
the same barangay, Jose Barreda, also 
sells eggs at Php 7 each. In two months, he 
earned more than Php 4,000.

“M�aking tulong sa amin ang 
pagkakar�n ng �ik dah� sa 
araw-araw na pag-i�og 
n�o, nakakapag �nta kami, at 
d�o kami nakakakuha ng 
bud�t sa pan
n
	an
n 
namin araw-araw,” Jose shared.

In February, the SAAD organized-
beneficiaries who received product 
development training conducted by the DA, 
led by Ms. Rosella Formento, a research 
assistant for the Regional Disaster 
Preparedness Training Centre (RDPTC) in 

Sorsogon developed a variety of flavored 
salted egg (garlic, turmeric, and chili).  
They plan to boost their production this 
year through the continued support of the 
SAAD Program for their soon-to-be 
registered farmers’ association. The 
package will include 400 head of mallard 
ducks, laminated sacks, duck feeds, a 
waterer, and a net. The duck production 
package is expected to be the source of 
itik-eggs to be used for the flavored salted 
production of the association.

“Nagpapasalamat po kami sa Department 
of Agriculture SAAD Program dahil natuto 
kami gumawa ng itlog na maalat na may 
iba’t ibang flavor na makakadagdag kita 
saamin lalo na ngayong pandemya,” Jose 
said.

SAAD Coordinator Allen Jao plans to 
organize the beneficiaries into a registered 
farmers’ association to extend the benefits 
of the program to other interested residents.

The SAAD Program understands the 
intricacy of initiating development projects, 
especially in areas where access to basic 
services is scarce. Its logframe prescribes a 
series of consultations, involving agriculture 
experts and the grassroots communities to 
secure participation, and sustainability of 
the livelihood projects.

The framework is used for needs 
assessment, which also determines 
feasible agricultural interventions that fit the 
needs and resources of a particular area.  
### (Sandee Guinguing and Pauline Trixia 
Borja)
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February 22, 2021

SORSOGON, February 22, 2021 –
Sorsogon works in unison as 
community-led enterprise opportunities 
activate in different Department of 
Agriculture-Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) – covered areas, 
featuring the livelihood interventions 
provided by the program. The emerging 
small enterprise is an essential 
manifestation of impact towards the 
program’s sustainability and community 
ownership.

Rebecca Buban, Juban, Sorgoson

From organic soap-making, the Añog Corn 
Farmers Association (FA), another FA from 
Juban sources additional income from 
selling homemade polvoron and pastillas 
using pulverized white corn (corn starch) 

after food processing training conducted by 
the SAAD Program.

Despite the pandemic, the association was 
organized by the SAAD Program in 2020 
and was granted with corn production 
package consisting of white and yellow 
corn seeds, fertilizer, cassava stalks, and 
corn postharvest machines such as corn 
mill and a mechanical corn sheller.

In Brgy. Añog, yellow corn is usually 
cultivated since it is easier to sell. The 
planting of white corn in an approximately 
12-hectare land, began shortly after its 
turnover in June 2020.

White corn candy-making (polvoron and 
pastillas) was initiated by the SAAD 
Program in December 2020, led by 
Ms. Suzette Dela Rama, SAAD Technical 
Staff for Corn and Cassava, the training 

was assisted by SAAD RPMSO and 
PPMSO Sorsogon. The main ingredient of 
the home-made powdered candies is from 
their milled white corn. 

“Di po talaga kami nagtatanim ng ganitong 
[puting] mais. Pero dahil sa binigay ng 
SAAD na mga binhi, nagtanim kami at 
nakapag gawa at nakabenta kami sa 
palengke ng pastillas at polvoron na gawa 
sa white corn. Nag-click naman sa 
palengke,” shared Rebecca Buban, a 
member of the Añog Corn FA.

Aside from her value-added products made 
from white corn, about 28 kilograms of her 
yellow corn harvest were milled and 
supplied to a fishpond owner as fish feed. 
However, this was discontinued due to 
flooding that affected the fish ponds in the 
area.

Adelaida Fainza, Magallanes, Sorsogon

The SAAD Program provided 20 mallard 
ducks to 7 beneficiaries as a start-up 
project after their community needs 
assessment in Brgy. Siuton, Magallanes. 
They were also provided with 
supplementary feeds for a period of time to 
sustain the livelihood project.

“Minsan, namomroblema ako kung saan 
ako kukuha ng budget dahil nung wala 
pang SAAD, ang pagsasaka at pag-aalaga 
lang ng baboy ang pinagkukuhanan ko ng 
pang konsumo sa pang araw-araw na 
gastos sa aking pamilya. Nung dumating 
ang SAAD, nakatulong ito sa pandagdag 
income dahil sa binigay nilang itik, 
nakapagbenta kami ng itlog nito kaya 
malaking tulong ito sa amin,” said 
54-year-old beneficiary Adelaida Fainza.

According to Adelaida, 270 eggs were sold 
every month with a value of Php 7/piece. In 
the course of 6 months, she earned 
Php 11,000 in selling salted eggs.

Another beneficiary of duck production in 
the same barangay, Jose Barreda, also 
sells eggs at Php 7 each. In two months, he 
earned more than Php 4,000.

“M�aking tulong sa amin ang 
pagkakar�n ng �ik dah� sa 
araw-araw na pag-i�og 
n�o, nakakapag �nta kami, at 
d�o kami nakakakuha ng 
bud�t sa pan
n
	an
n 
namin araw-araw,” Jose shared.

In February, the SAAD organized-
beneficiaries who received product 
development training conducted by the DA, 
led by Ms. Rosella Formento, a research 
assistant for the Regional Disaster 
Preparedness Training Centre (RDPTC) in 

Sorsogon developed a variety of flavored 
salted egg (garlic, turmeric, and chili).  
They plan to boost their production this 
year through the continued support of the 
SAAD Program for their soon-to-be 
registered farmers’ association. The 
package will include 400 head of mallard 
ducks, laminated sacks, duck feeds, a 
waterer, and a net. The duck production 
package is expected to be the source of 
itik-eggs to be used for the flavored salted 
production of the association.

“Nagpapasalamat po kami sa Department 
of Agriculture SAAD Program dahil natuto 
kami gumawa ng itlog na maalat na may 
iba’t ibang flavor na makakadagdag kita 
saamin lalo na ngayong pandemya,” Jose 
said.

SAAD Coordinator Allen Jao plans to 
organize the beneficiaries into a registered 
farmers’ association to extend the benefits 
of the program to other interested residents.

The SAAD Program understands the 
intricacy of initiating development projects, 
especially in areas where access to basic 
services is scarce. Its logframe prescribes a 
series of consultations, involving agriculture 
experts and the grassroots communities to 
secure participation, and sustainability of 
the livelihood projects.

The framework is used for needs 
assessment, which also determines 
feasible agricultural interventions that fit the 
needs and resources of a particular area.  
### (Sandee Guinguing and Pauline Trixia 
Borja)
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February 22, 2021

SORSOGON, February 22, 2021 –
Sorsogon works in unison as 
community-led enterprise opportunities 
activate in different Department of 
Agriculture-Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (DA-SAAD) – covered areas, 
featuring the livelihood interventions 
provided by the program. The emerging 
small enterprise is an essential 
manifestation of impact towards the 
program’s sustainability and community 
ownership.

Rebecca Buban, Juban, Sorgoson

From organic soap-making, the Añog Corn 
Farmers Association (FA), another FA from 
Juban sources additional income from 
selling homemade polvoron and pastillas 
using pulverized white corn (corn starch) 

after food processing training conducted by 
the SAAD Program.

Despite the pandemic, the association was 
organized by the SAAD Program in 2020 
and was granted with corn production 
package consisting of white and yellow 
corn seeds, fertilizer, cassava stalks, and 
corn postharvest machines such as corn 
mill and a mechanical corn sheller.

In Brgy. Añog, yellow corn is usually 
cultivated since it is easier to sell. The 
planting of white corn in an approximately 
12-hectare land, began shortly after its 
turnover in June 2020.

White corn candy-making (polvoron and 
pastillas) was initiated by the SAAD 
Program in December 2020, led by 
Ms. Suzette Dela Rama, SAAD Technical 
Staff for Corn and Cassava, the training 

was assisted by SAAD RPMSO and 
PPMSO Sorsogon. The main ingredient of 
the home-made powdered candies is from 
their milled white corn. 

“Di po talaga kami nagtatanim ng ganitong 
[puting] mais. Pero dahil sa binigay ng 
SAAD na mga binhi, nagtanim kami at 
nakapag gawa at nakabenta kami sa 
palengke ng pastillas at polvoron na gawa 
sa white corn. Nag-click naman sa 
palengke,” shared Rebecca Buban, a 
member of the Añog Corn FA.

Aside from her value-added products made 
from white corn, about 28 kilograms of her 
yellow corn harvest were milled and 
supplied to a fishpond owner as fish feed. 
However, this was discontinued due to 
flooding that affected the fish ponds in the 
area.

Adelaida Fainza, Magallanes, Sorsogon

The SAAD Program provided 20 mallard 
ducks to 7 beneficiaries as a start-up 
project after their community needs 
assessment in Brgy. Siuton, Magallanes. 
They were also provided with 
supplementary feeds for a period of time to 
sustain the livelihood project.

“Minsan, namomroblema ako kung saan 
ako kukuha ng budget dahil nung wala 
pang SAAD, ang pagsasaka at pag-aalaga 
lang ng baboy ang pinagkukuhanan ko ng 
pang konsumo sa pang araw-araw na 
gastos sa aking pamilya. Nung dumating 
ang SAAD, nakatulong ito sa pandagdag 
income dahil sa binigay nilang itik, 
nakapagbenta kami ng itlog nito kaya 
malaking tulong ito sa amin,” said 
54-year-old beneficiary Adelaida Fainza.

According to Adelaida, 270 eggs were sold 
every month with a value of Php 7/piece. In 
the course of 6 months, she earned 
Php 11,000 in selling salted eggs.

Another beneficiary of duck production in 
the same barangay, Jose Barreda, also 
sells eggs at Php 7 each. In two months, he 
earned more than Php 4,000.

“M�aking tulong sa amin ang 
pagkakar�n ng �ik dah� sa 
araw-araw na pag-i�og 
n�o, nakakapag �nta kami, at 
d�o kami nakakakuha ng 
bud�t sa pan
n
	an
n 
namin araw-araw,” Jose shared.

In February, the SAAD organized-
beneficiaries who received product 
development training conducted by the DA, 
led by Ms. Rosella Formento, a research 
assistant for the Regional Disaster 
Preparedness Training Centre (RDPTC) in 

Sorsogon developed a variety of flavored 
salted egg (garlic, turmeric, and chili).  
They plan to boost their production this 
year through the continued support of the 
SAAD Program for their soon-to-be 
registered farmers’ association. The 
package will include 400 head of mallard 
ducks, laminated sacks, duck feeds, a 
waterer, and a net. The duck production 
package is expected to be the source of 
itik-eggs to be used for the flavored salted 
production of the association.

“Nagpapasalamat po kami sa Department 
of Agriculture SAAD Program dahil natuto 
kami gumawa ng itlog na maalat na may 
iba’t ibang flavor na makakadagdag kita 
saamin lalo na ngayong pandemya,” Jose 
said.

SAAD Coordinator Allen Jao plans to 
organize the beneficiaries into a registered 
farmers’ association to extend the benefits 
of the program to other interested residents.

The SAAD Program understands the 
intricacy of initiating development projects, 
especially in areas where access to basic 
services is scarce. Its logframe prescribes a 
series of consultations, involving agriculture 
experts and the grassroots communities to 
secure participation, and sustainability of 
the livelihood projects.

The framework is used for needs 
assessment, which also determines 
feasible agricultural interventions that fit the 
needs and resources of a particular area.  
### (Sandee Guinguing and Pauline Trixia 
Borja)
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64-year-old farmer in Tacurong City earns Php 510K from hito (catfish) production
October 8, 2021

Dante Allarilla Patiño is a 64-year-old
resident of Purok Rose, Brgy. Baras in
Tacurong City, Sultan Kudarat. He is
married to Flora Arsenio Patiño, who
together raised 10 children.

Mr. Patiño has been a farmer since 1976
tilling their own 2 hectares (ha) rice field.
Aside from being a farmer, he was also a
tricycle driver for 15 years. These were his
sources of income to meet his family’s daily
needs and send his children to school.

In 2018, Mr. Patiño was elected as auditor
of the Tacurong Fish Farmer Association
(TFFA), which has 40 members engaged in
hito and tilapia production.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the group
is still complying with the requirements to
be submitted to the Department of Labor
and Employment for registration.
Meanwhile, they already drafted the
association’s by-laws.

Mr. Patiño’s initial hito Production in
2018

With his relative’s influence, he ventured
into hito production in February 2018. He
started stocking 500 fingerlings in a 10×5
meters (m) fish pond area. After four months
of culture period, he harvested 103
kilograms (kg) of live hito.

Since the majority of his buyers are his
neighbors, he did not have a problem
selling the catfish at Php 140/kg, pulling in a
gross income of Php 14,420.

He said, “kung mas damo gali ako sang
stock (fingerlings), mas dako pa ang harvest
kag income ko [increasing my stocked
fingerlings will give me more harvest and
higher income].”

Realizing the potential of hito farming, Mr.
Patiño expanded his production from 500
fingerlings to 3,000 in a 30x15m area.

SAAD Project Implementation in 2019

The Department of Agriculture – Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (DA-
BFAR) – Provincial Fishery Office (PFO) of
Sultan Kudarat, in coordination with the
local government unit of Tacurong City,
identified beneficiaries under the Special
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD)
Program’s hito production in 2019.

Under SAAD’s Provision of Aquaculture
Livelihood Project, Mr. Patiño received
1,000 pieces (pc) of fingerlings and 39 bags
of commercial feeds in February 2019. He
stocked the fingerlings in a 10x5m fish pond
area.

Prior to distribution of production inputs, Mr.
Patiño attended the Training on Hito Grow-
out Production conducted by the DA-BFAR-
PFO of Sultan Kudarat.

During the first month of the culture period,
he observed that there were uneven sizes of
stocks. With his learnings from the training,
he separated the shooters (fast-growing
fingerlings) from smaller-size stocks.

Also, a fungal infection was also observed
during the production cycle. To solve the
problem and keep his stocks healthy, he
scattered a generous amount of salt brine
(50g/sqm) ang cuttings of malunggay stems
into the area.

After four months, he harvested 1,080kg of
live hito and sold it for Php 150/kg.

Likewise, he delivers 200kg of live hito to
his son in Kidapawan City who delivers
both live and fried hito to his customers.

Mr. Patiño admits that he was affected by
the current pandemic. However, he
expanded his marketing through the use of

social media.

Currently, Mr. Patiño has a total of 8 fish
ponds with an area of 1,500 square meters
dedicated to hito production. To date, he
was able to produce 3,400kg (3.4 metric
tons) of hito since 2019.

Aside from expansion of production area,
his income in hito farming allowed him to
generate a fund to invest in duck farming. At
present, he rears 900 ducks which will start
producing eggs after a month.

Mr. Patiño also shared that the program
helped him improve his family’s life. He was
able to renovate their house (wall finishing,
ceiling, window, and kitchen) which cost
him Php 50,000.

He also mentioned that hito farming is an
avenue for him and his wife to spend more
time together thereby improving their
relationship and overall health.

The income also helped provide food to
their table and inspire others to engage in
this type of venture.

Plans

Mr. Patiño is planning to expand his area so
that he can produce more and meet the
market demand. He will convert his entire
rice field for hito including tilapia grow-out
production.

He is also looking forward to the SAAD
Program continuing in the coming years to
help fish farmers in the community. ###
(Czarina Go)

Date Stocked Date Harvested Volume of
production

(kg)

Price/kg
(Php)

Gross Income
(Php)

July 13, 2019 December 5, 2019 1,080 150.00 162,000.00
July 14, 2020 December 5, 2019 1,570 150.00 235,500.00
July 13, 2021 December 20, 2021 750 150.00 112,500.00
Total 3,400 150.00 510,000.00

Table 91. Dante Allarilla Patiño’s hito Production and Income
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Fisherfolk in Mt. Province eyes loach production

Mayor Constito S. Masweng, Barlig
Municipal Agriculturist, Seferino Orian,
Provincial Veterinarian Rodelio B. Bagawi,
and other LGU representatives.

The activity was also facilitated by BFAR-
CAR led by Director Signey and Provincial
Fisheries Officer Martha B. Estima. ###
(Rodelyn Foronda)

They came from the consolidated produce
of different barangays and were combined
in the area to observe its breeding
management. Loaches are currently
cultured at around 3 hectares combined rice
paddy areas of the members.

“Now, we still gather and record data from
what we observed so we will know how we
can repopulate this species in some areas.
We wanted to showcase this harvest field
day to encourage other aquaculture
enthusiasts and fisherfolk alike to replicate
the technology,” Mr. Cadio added.

The MPFFaLT FA received Php 720,000
worth of aquaculture support inputs in 2021
comprising 80 sets of B-nets, steel bars,
and nylon twine, with 50 units of fiberglass
reinforced plastic tanks. Initial loach stocks
have been granted from their previous
organization. The distributed nets will be
used to enclose loaches in case of flood and
burrowing activities.

According to BFAR-SAAD Cordillera
Administrative Region (CAR) Focal Person
Michelle A. Peralta, a reduction in the
population of loach is observed due to the
use of pesticides and other chemicals in
farming, and the presence of predators such

as golden-apple snails or kuhol and rice ell
or kiwet. The bureau and the provincial
government wish to reinforce efforts to
repopulate loaches by giving assistance to
interested fishers.

“Production of loach has already depleted.
But because of your interest and efforts, we
can restore the existence of this species in
the rice paddies. The provincial government
is very willing to render assistance to
raisers in propagating more of this in the
province,” shared Mountain Province
Governor Bonifacio C. Lacwasan, Jr.

Provincial Veterinarian Rodelio B. Bagawi
further encouraged the fisherfolk to refrain
from using insecticide to attain increased
production and posed a challenge to culture
more and make Mountain Province the
loach capital of the Cordilleras.

A kilo of loach ranges from Php 1,000-1,500
in the local markets. Loach stocks are
grown in rice paddies enclosed with fine
mesh nets.

It is a good source of protein and a key
ingredient to local delicacies. It can be
consumed as a dried, fried, or Sinigtiman
native dish where the loach is cooked in
boiling water, with garlic or onions, and the
“sigtim” or fermented rice.

BFAR-CAR Regional Director Lilibeth L.
Signey encouraged the fisherfolk group to
be organized as a cooperative to make
loach farming an industry in the region. “We
are happy to see the result of your
eagerness to propagate loach not only here
in Tadian, but also in Besao, Bauko, and
Sagada. I commend the group for meeting
us halfway with what they can provide to
make this effort materialize,” Director
Signey said.

Manifesting solidarity and support for their
constituents’ aquaculture venture are
regional and provincial local government
unit (LGU) officials present in the activity,
headed by Governor Lacwasan, Jr, Vice
Governor Francis O. Tauli, Tadian Municipal

August 20, 2021

MOUNTAIN PROVINCE, August 19, 2021
– Beneficiaries of the Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources – Special Area for
Agricultural Development (BFAR-SAAD)
Program harvested 40 kilograms of cultured
Japanese Weather Loach.

In just two months of the group’s
establishment, its 100 members from
barangays Palpalidan, Balaoa, and Tadian
reaped from the SAAD livelihood project on
August 10.

With SAAD’s support, Mountain Province
Farmers and Fisherfolk Association and
Loach Throng (MPFFaLT) aims to become a
top producer of cultured loach, locally known
as yu-yu, panispis, or kaling.

The harvested loaches, according to
MPFFaLT chairperson Rex Allen T. Cadio,
were a concerted effort of the members.
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August 5, 2021

BOHOL, July 22, 2021 – A total of 120
fishers from Calape, Buenavista, and
Talibon in Bohol earned a combined income
of Php 863,522 from the Special Area for
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program’s
oyster and seaweeds culture projects.

Bohol Provincial Fishery Officer (PFO)
Candido Samijon monitored and assessed
the projects from July 13 to 15 to prepare for
the third and final year of implementation for
2021.

BFAR-SAAD recorded over Php 2.2 million
worth of oyster projects that were
implemented in the province.

Twenty were established in Calape, 45 in
Buenavista, and 25 in Talibon. A total of 90
beneficiaries were each granted Php 24,490
oyster culture inputs.

Meanwhile, the seaweeds culture project
worth Php 232,200 was provided to 30
beneficiaries. Each fisherfolk received Php
7,740 worth of inputs.

The recipients attested that the oyster and
seaweeds culture projects augmented their
livelihood resources and gave an additional
income for their families.

As of July 2021, the beneficiaries earned
Php 355,342 from oyster culture and Php
508,180 from seaweed culture.

SAAD’s positive outcome radiated on the
lives of the Boholanos as their income can
now support their children’s studies, pay
hospital bills, and also other emergencies.

Bohol PFO Samijon said the common
problem encountered among seaweeds
producers was the emergence of the ice-ice
disease. This was resolved with the help of
Bohol PFO by transferring the unaffected
seaweeds from one place to another and
regularly monitoring their condition.

Some minor problems experienced by the
beneficiaries are rotten bamboo poles
which they easily managed and repaired.

Calape recipients also shared reports of
theft. A meeting was conducted to unify their
efforts in safeguarding the oyster farms.

To note, the SAAD program seeks to
alleviate the poverty status among the
marginalized fishing communities by
providing them fishery livelihood
interventions and transforming them into
independent and self-reliant stakeholders.
### (May Miasco, Candido Samijon, and
Ana Liza Anib)

Project Volume of
production

(kg)

Sales
(Php)

Oyster Culture
Calape 3,857 36,500.00
Buenavista 8,618 170,350.00
Talibon 6,821 148,492.00
Subtotal 19,296 355,342.00
Seaweed culture
Talibon

Fresh 44,347 316,720.00
Dried 4,003 191,460.00

Subtotal 48,350 508,180.00
Grand Total 863,522.00

Recorded sales from SAAD
FY2019 Bohol’s Oyster and
Seaweed Culture Project as of
July 2021

Table 92.120 Bohol fishers earn Php 800k from SAAD’s
oyster, seaweeds culture projects
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LDN fisherfolk earns Php 162K
from tilapia culture

a multi-purpose project that will contribute to
the goal of the DA for food sufficiency and
poverty alleviation,” said Provincial Fishery
Officer (PFO) Noel Saldajeno,
acknowledging the transformation brought
by the SWIP Project in LDN.

Saldajeno stated that, “Hitting two birds with
one stone is a cliché that has been used to
a single action that has successfully
achieved two things. This is a challenge to
the implementing agency to maximize the
resources. The efficient utilization of Small
Water Impounding Project (SWIP) in
Barangay Pandanan is the key to
profitability and sustainability because of
the SAAD projects.”

“It is simple: that every endeavor to
maximize the profitable utilization of the
SWIP’s resources, the biggest investment
for the local community. The SWIP is a
multi-purpose reservoir: from water
impoundment, irrigation system and
diversion dam to rice and fish production,”
Saldajeno ended.

Just like any programs, the province also
encountered problems during its
implementation. According to Provincial
SAAD Focal Person Al Jun Magamano,
there is a need to improve the survival rate

of tilapia in fish cages. He suggested
stocking the tilapia fingerlings in fish ponds
before transferring them to fish cages.

To reduce the postharvest losses, the
province promotes the value-adding
technology of tilapia like tilanggit (dried
tilapia), lamayo (half-dried marinated
tilapia), and tilamai (tilapia siomai).

Mr. Estarlito Tura, the President of
Pandanan Fisherfolk Association and at the
same time the Barangay Chairman of
Pandanan, expressed his gratitude to BFAR
10 and PFO for considering them as
beneficiaries in the SAAD Program.

During the harvest, he also said they are
excited preparing for the next production
cycle. They are longing for additional tilapia
cages and other freshwater fish species in
Pandanan SWIP.

With the vast area for fish production, the
single unit fish cage hopefully will be
multiplied to serve the purpose of providing
fish sufficiency and alleviating poverty in
Sultan Naga Dimaporo. ### (Noel
Saldajeno and Al Jun Barbon Magamano)

July 12, 2021

LANAO DEL NORTE, July 12, 2021 – The
Pandanan Fisherfolk Association from
Sultan Naga Dimaporo, Lanao del Norte
earned Php 162,000 from selling 2,103
kilograms (kg) tilapia on July 7 under the
Tilapia Culture in Freshwater Fish Cage
Project.

The said project is established in the 16
hectares (ha) catch basin, which is part of
the 115ha Small Water Impounding Project
(SWIP) of Lanao Del Norte, also considered
as the biggest in Region 10.

The group with 26 members is a beneficiary
of the Special Area for Agricultural
Development (SAAD) Program’s FY 2020,
provided by the Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources (BFAR) 10.

In February, 10,000 fingerlings were stocked
in the group’s 1-unit fish cage. After five
months of culture period, 7,580 pieces
(75%) were harvested and sold at a price
range of Php 80-120/kg.

“Who would have thought that the project
under the Department of Agriculture (DA) 10
in Barangay Pandanan, Sultan Naga
Dimaporo (SND), Lanao del Norte would be
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April 30, 2021

CABANGLASAN, BUKIDNON, April 23,
2021 – Cabanglasan Farmer’s Small Water
Irrigation System Association Inc.,
(CASWIMBA) harvested 762 kilograms (kg)
of tilapia sold at Php 100/kg, giving the
group an income of Php 76,200.

CASWIMBA President Leonilo Arcadio said
that they stocked the 4,802 tilapia
fingerlings in their four fish cages
(measuring 100 cubic meter each) in
November 2020.

After five months of culture period, the
members harvested the fish at 60% survival
rate.

Several walk-in and local buyers went to
their area and directly bought the fish.

Project Implementation

The group has received fishery inputs from
the Special Area for Agricultural
Development (SAAD) Program since 2018
which includes the installation of the four
units of fish cage and tilapia fingerlings.

Each year, the group has one production
cycle.

In 2018, they earned Php 76,721 from
selling 790.21kg of tilapia while in 2019,
they had a return income of Php 67,700
from selling 677kg.

In total, the group had a gross earning of
Php 220,621 and a net income of
Php 60,000, which they saved up to sustain
the project.

According to Leonilo, their only problem is
the survival rate of the tilapia which usually
is at 50-60%.

CASWIMBA earns Php 76k
from tilapia production

FY Supplies Cost
(Php)

UoM Quanity Total Cost
(Php)

2018

Bamboo Poles 5-6” dia; full length 1,570.00 piece 120 2,400.00
PE Net 400/12x14k x100 MD 750.00 bundle 8 88,000.00
Plastic Drum 2,500.00 unit 32 80,000.00
Nipa/Cogon 150.00 bundle 2 300.00
Epoxy (A&B) 620.00 pair 2 1,240.00
PE Rope No. 12 900.00 roll 16 14,400.00
Plastic Shuttle (big) 15.00 piece 200 3,000.00
B-net, single width 4,600.00 bundle 1 4,600.00
Nylon Twine 210/15 black dyed and resined 310.00 spool 4 7,200.00
Mononylon; 180lbs 435.00 kg 20 1,240.00
Flashlight, HD-Chargeable 3,800.00 unit 1 8,700.00
Weighing Scale, 1kg cap. 350.00 unit 1 3,800.00
Basin, 20in diameter, plastic 650.00 piece 2 350.00
Pail, 15L cap. Plastic 500.00 piece 2 1,300.00
*Tilapia Fingerlings @ size # 17 piece 12,000 1,000.00
Tilapia Fry Mash; 33% CP 10kg/bag 400.00 bag 4 1,600.00
Tilapia Starter Crumbles, 33% CP; 20kg/bag 840.00 bag 16 13,440.00
Tilapia Starter Pellets; 33% CP; 20kg/ bag 840.00 bag 16 13,440.00
Tilapia Grower Pellets; 28% CP; 25kg/bag 810.00 bag 60 48,000.00

Subtotal 286,810.00

2019

*Tilapia Fingerlings, size 17 piece 12,000
Tilapia Fry Mash; 33% CP 10 kgs/bag 400.00 bag 4 1,600.00
Tilapia Starter Crumbles, 33% CP; 20kg/bag 860.00 bag 16 13,440.00
Tilapia Starter Pellets; 33% CP; 20kg/ bag 860.00 bag 16 13,440.00
Tilapia Grower Pellets; 28% CP; 25kg/bag 840.00 bag 60 50,400.00

Subtotal 79,600.00

2020

*Tilapia Fingerlings, size 17 piece 12,000
Tilapia Fry Mash; 33% CP 10 kgs/bag 420.00 bag 4 1,680.00
Tilapia Starter Crumbles, 33% CP; 20kg/bag 860.00 bag 16 13,760.00
Tilapia Starter Pellets; 33% CP; 20kg/ bag 860.00 bag 16 13,760.00
Tilapia Grower Pellets; 28% CP; 25kg/bag 810.00 bag 60 48,600.00

Subtotal 77,800.00
Grand Total 444,210.00
*The tilapia fingerlings were provided under the Technology Outreach Station (TOS) of BFAR regular program.

Table 93. CASWIMBA Interventions Received

continue to next page
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pagpaningkamot sa mga miyembro sa
asosasyon, naka harvest na mi, ug nakita
na gayud namo among hinaguan. Daghan
salamat sa BFAR ug labi na sa SAAD nga
programa sa gobyerno,” added Emilia
Pardillo, also a member of the association.

(Before, it was very difficult for us to buy
fish because we are far from the town. But
because of SAAD, we were able to make
Freshwater Fish Cage. Through hard work
and perseverance of the group members,
we started to harvest our tilapia. Thank you
very much to BFAR, especially to the SAAD
Program of the government.)

The group will prepare for the next
production cycle and the implementation of
tilapia fingerlings culture in the pond. ###
(Jennifer Valcobero)

arun kung mawala ang project sa gobyerno,
naa gyapon ni nga project na among ma-
sustain kay ang giuna nila nga gihatag
pwede naman namo himoon nga puhonan
kay naa man gyud income. So, amo tong
gamiton para ma-sustain ang project, dili
namo na gamiton sa maskin unsa lang,”
said Leonilo.

(I hope that this project will continue
because it is not just us, the association,
who will benefit but also those non-
members near our area. This is a big help
to us. My unending thanks to the project and
I hope that we can also learn other value-
adding products out of tilapia like tilanggit
making, how to grow tilapia fingerlings, and
how to produce feeds. So that when this
project will end, we can still sustain. Our net
income from the first production cycle will
be utilized for this project and not for other
purposes.)

Also, the group plans to engage in
processing value-added products like
lamayo (half-dried tilapia) and tilanggit to
achieve zero post-harvest loss.

Gonzaga said that he will provide training
on how to make tilanggit and lamayo.

“Dako kayo ug katabang sa mga tao diri
kanang mga naharvest nga mga isda.
Nalipay kayo ang mga miyembro, bisan
kadtong dili mga miyembro malipay usab
kay makapalit man silag mga dagko nga
isda, lab-as pa gayud. Sa taga DA ug sa
taga BFAR, daghan kaayong salamat.
Hinaot unta nga magpadayon kining SAAD
nga programa,” said Epifanio Valencia,
member of Cabanglasan Farmer’s Small
Water Irrigation System Association.

(The harvested tilapia is a big help for the
people in this area. We, members are very
happy, also those who are not members
because they can buy fresh fish harvest. To
DA and BFAR, our endless thanks. We hope
that the SAAD Program will continue.)

“Kaniadto lisod kayo magpalit ug isda
tungod kay layo mi sa syudad, pero tungod
sa SAAD, nakahimo kami ug Freshwater
Fish Cage. Inubanan sa kakugi ug

Provincial SAAD Focal Person Alfonsus
Gonzaga suggested putting the tilapia
fingerlings in a pond first. Once they grow
bigger, the fish are recommended to be
transferred in the cages to have an assured
80% survival rate.

The association is now looking for an area
from one of the members for the pond
culture.

Leonilo said that their income this year will
be allocated for the development of the
group’s tilapia nursery in the pond.

“Mao ng ako manghinaot nga ang maong
project magpadayon kay dili lang ang
association ang makabenepisyo, apil ang
dili myembro nga dool sa among area.
Makatabang gyud kayo siya nga project.
Mao ng utrohon nako pagpangayo nga
magpadayon pa unta ni nga project ug dili
lang kaning fish cage and among mahibal-
an paghimo kundi madugangan pa sama sa
pagbuhat sa tilanggit, pag produce ug
fingerlings, hangtud pagbuhat sa feeds. Kay
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BFAR SAAD will provide another set of
fingerlings and feeds in September to the
two new beneficiaries.

Partnership with the LGU

To achieve the goal of fish sufficiency and
poverty alleviation among the fisherfolk in
Bayugan City, the DA-SAAD through BFAR
called to strengthen its collaboration with
the City Agriculture Office during the said
event.

Mayor Asis expressed his support as he
announced to host a harvest festival in
August to ensure the marketing of the fish
products.

As per record, the local government unit
(LGU) of Bayugan City has 7 SAAD
household beneficiaries for aquaculture
livelihood.

To boost knowledge and capacity of the
farmers and fishers, PFO Lagare committed
that BFAR Agusan del Sur will extend its
continued support for the fishery
development initiatives of the LGU through
fishery technology demonstrations and
capacity enhancement activities. ###
(Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)

Her determination landed her in a job as an
ecotourism staff at the Cambuhat Oyster
Farm in the town. Cresencia got help from
her children in maintaining the oyster farm.
They began engaging in oyster culture in
1999 up to the present.

“Mao ni nakatabang sa akong mga anak
para pa eskwela og konsumo sa among
pagkaon tungod kay sukad nabyuda ko
niadtong 2012, ako na lang usa ang
nagpadako sa akong mga anak,” (This
(project) helped support the studies of my
children and on our daily sustenance
because since I became a widow in 2012,
I was the one left to provide for my
children’s needs) she said.

Cresencia was elated to be picked as one of
the beneficiaries of the SAAD-funded
projects in the town.

As a SAAD beneficiary, she received
Php 24,490 worth of input materials
including oyster spats, bamboo poles,
plastic drums, nylon, rope, and barrel-type
styrofoam for 40 sqm.

Right after the training, Cresencia together
with her son prepared for the necessary
materials and then installed the structure for
oyster culture to start operating the project.

Climate change brought several impacts to
the agriculture sector such as in
aquaculture. Unfortunately, Cresencia’s
oyster farm was affected by the hila-hila
disease , which carries organisms that enter
the oyster spat and infest the oyster flesh.

The problem affected the family’s harvest
since most of the oysters died. Amid the
risk, Cresencia continued with the project
and found efficient means to counter further
contamination.

February 4, 2021

“The world is my oyster”, said Cresencia
Aparici Añasco, a 55-year-old beneficiary of
the Department of Agriculture-Special Area
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD)
Program, as she referred to the bivalve
mollusc as an opportunity that came into her
life.

Cresencia received intervention for an
oyster culture project from the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources with a
package of training conducted at Barangay
Cambuhat Oyster Farm in July 2019.

As a widow with 8 children living in
Buenavista, Bohol, she is glad of the
livelihood assistance. She only graduated at
elementary level that is why she persevered
to support her family.

Bayugan City gears for aquaculture
production through SAAD Program

April 19, 2021

AGUSAN DEL SUR, April 15, 2021 –
Bayugan City Mayor Kirk A. Asis led the
stocking of tilapia fingerlings in the ponds of
the Department of Agriculture-Special Area
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD)
Program beneficiaries Jejobel E. Juntilla
and Metodio C. Jamero from Barangays
Noli and San Isidro to support the
aquaculture industry.

Together with the OIC-City Agriculturist
Sylvia A. Pama and Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources – Provincial Fishery
Officer (BFAR-PFO) Bimbo C. Lagare, the
distribution of 6,000 pcs tilapia fingerlings
(Php 2,700) and 37 bags of feed inputs
(Php 36,000) for each beneficiary was made
possible.

The inputs provided were part of the Tilapia
Culture in Pond Project’s FY 2020 budget.

Each fisher has a 1,000 square meters (m²)
area which can accommodate the provided
tilapia fingerlings. If the desired weight is
reached, each fisher may earn an estimated
income of Php 75,000 from the 500
kilograms (kg) expected tilapia harvest
weight in August with the market price of
Php 120-150/kg.

The world is my oyster
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September 11, 2021

About the Purok Mabuhay Fisherfolk
Association (PMFA) and Challenges

In 2008, a group of 15 women in Purok
Mabuhay, Barangay Datu Dani, Kiamba,
Sarangani was organized to augment their
husband’s income from fishing.

The Purok Mabuhay Fisherfolk Association
(PMFA), chaired by late President Ms.
Erlinda Cayanon, has the initiative to
generate viable funds to sustain their
operation by lending their individual paid-up
capital of Php 300 to the members with 10%
monthly interest. Aside from the capital, the
members are also obliged to pay Php 100
annually as a membership fee which will be
added to their savings.

The group engaged in various activities
such as goat raising and processing
bagoong (bolinao) which helped them
generate a more derivative income.

Just like any growing organization, the
group took bigger steps in their business
ventures. They put up a small fishing supply
store.

However, the group went through
challenges in the management of resources,
the transition of officers, misunderstanding
among members, and members’ adherence
to the group’s policy which forced them to
close the business.

How PMFA became a SAAD beneficiary

In 2015, the group was reorganized and
registered at the Sangguniang Barangay

and Department of Labor and Employment
(DOLE) to legitimize their participation in
the community and to hopefully avail
support from government agencies.

In 2017, the group, with the assistance from
the local government unit (LGU) of Kiamba,
underwent thorough assessment, profiling,
and data validation for them to qualify as a
beneficiary of the Department of Agriculture
– Special Area for Agricultural Development
(DA-SAAD) Program with the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) as
the implementing unit.

From 15 initial women members, the group
now has 45 members (21 male and 24
female), chaired by Norodin D. Guibon.

Project Implementation

Prior to the distribution of fishery inputs, the
group attended a series of capacity building
training and workshops to equip them on
proper operation and management of their
organization and the SAAD projects as well.
It includes enterprise development,
organizational development, strategic
planning, basic financial management, and
simple bookkeeping.

In December 2019, the group received the
provision of motorized boat with complete
accessories worth Php 208,000. The
interventions include a wooden boat (23
feet length x 40” breadth x 48” depth) and a
set of accessories such as fish storage
icebox (5 blocks capacity), propeller,
shafting, rudder, water container (30 liters
capacity), battery (11 plates), fishfinder
(portable, waterproof with GPS), a set of
handheld radio with NTC registration,

engine (16hp) diesel, and trapal.

Upon the awarding of the project, the group
was financially challenged to generate a
counterpart amount of Php 30,000 for the
additional modification and full operation of
the motorized boat, which took them a year
to accomplish their commitment to the
program.

The group took the whole 2020 to make the
necessary boat modifications such as
fabrication and installation of outrigger and
pilothouse. They had to use all of their
savings to finish the boat.

In 2021, the group resorted to an investor
who will finance their weekly fishing

Sarangani fishers group earns Php 110K
from open sea fishing

Capture Fishing
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For risk mitigation, Añasco initiated some
measures to lessen the spread of the
disease. They transferred the oysters, which
are placed on a floating raft, from one place
to the other to save the unaffected oysters.
They also check regularly each oyster line
to see if the disease might have
contaminated the transferred oysters.

SAAD project’s results and Cresencia’s
plan

On July 12, 2020, Cresencia gathered 50
kilograms of fresh oyster that were sold at
Php 20 per kilo. She earned almost
Php 1,000 in a one-time harvest. For now,
they are scouting for buyers before they
harvest fresh oysters.

Cresencia plans to add an additional area
for oyster culture once they receive the
second intervention of SAAD Program in
2020.

As a Vice-President of Cambuhat
Enterprise Development and Fisheries
Association, she also plans to increase the
group’s membership. ### (Jemiema Arro)



operations and support their expenses –
food for boat operators, ice blocks, and fuel.
Usually, the financer provides an average of
Php 4,500 as starting capital, and in return,
he will buy the group’s fish catch.

Problems Encountered

As small-scale fishers, the group’s primary
fishing ground is the municipal waters of
Kiamba which is part of the Sarangani Bay
Protected Seascape. With that, the
restrictions of various fishing activities
hindered the group’s operation. The group
was forced to expand their fishing activity in
commercial fishing grounds outside the bay,
particularly in Celebes Sea.

Apparently, the expansion led them to
increase fishing efforts and operational
costs. Also, the said fishing ground is
utilized by the commercial fishing vessels
which make it even harder for them to have
a good catch.

Key Results

After 11 fishing operations in the Celebes
Sea, a total of 1,083.7 kilograms (kg) of fish
catch was recorded with a gross income of
Php 110,441 (Table 94). The composition of
species caught include big eye scad
(matambaka), galunggong, yellowfin tuna,
and other tuna-like species.

Income Sharing Policy

From the group’s income from fish catch,
they created a standardized percentage
share among members and the operator.

When fish captured is usually composed of
small pelagic species, which is locally
termed pino, 60% of the total catch is given
to the operator and the remaining 40% for
the group’s fund.

Meanwhile, when catch includes high-value
species such as yellowfin tuna and blue
marlin, which usually happens in the fourth

Operation Date
(2021)

Fish Type Volume
(kg)

Price/kg
(Php)

Gross Income
(Php)

January 11 pirit, big-eyed scad (matambaka), and other tuna-like species 73.6 100-250.00 11,265.00
January 16 pirit, borot/galunggong, bigeye scad/matambaka 44.7 100-130.00 4,520.00
January 19 bigeye scad/matambaka 41 140.00 5,740.00
January 29 bigeye scad/matambaka 53 190.00 10,070.00
February 2 bigeye scad/matambaka 80 160.00 12,800.00

April 25 yellowfin tuna, bigeye scad/matambaka, skipjack tuna/bariles,
borot/galunggong 66.8 110-280.00 13,982.00

May 28 yellowfin tuna 38 250-300.00 10,450.00
May 31 bigeye scad/matambaka, other tuna-like species 25.6 80-160.00 3,415.00

June 27 skipjack tuna/bariles, borot/galunggong, bigeye scad/
matambaka 32.7 70-130.00 3,185.00

*No fishing activities after June due to rough Celebes Sea condition

August 13 skipjack tuna/bariles, borot/galunggong, bigeye scad/
matambaka 111.3 70-130.00 8,592.00

August 23 skipjack tuna/bariles, borot/galunggong, bigeye scad/
matambaka 96.2 50-130.00 7,602.00

Grand Total 91,621.00

Table 94. PMFA’s Fish Catch and Income

continue to next page
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quarter of the year, 50% of the income will
go to the operator and the remaining 50%
will be added to the group’s fund.

Plans

Looking forward, the association plans to
re-open their small fishing supplies store
and operate their ice maker machine.

Also, to address the competition in their
fishing ground and ensure good catch, they
are planning to submit a proposal to BFAR
Central Office for the provision of a Fish
Aggregating Device (FAD) or Payao Project.

Payao will help them increase their catch
because it will attract a school of fish to
aggregate within its perimeter.

Lastly, the group is crafting a proposal for
the Sewing Livelihood Project to be
submitted to the Department of Trade and
Industry. The livelihood project aims to help
women members and their children (out of
school youth) supplement their source of
income by making rags, gloves, face masks,
and ready-to-wear clothes like shorts, pants,
uniforms, etc. Some of these youth already
availed of the basic sewing training from the
Technical Education and Skills
Development Authority. ### (Czarina Go
and Gemma Chyrell Moreno)



become a member of the cooperative.

BFAR acknowledged the role of a
cooperative in the fishery industry, which is
to provide better lives to the families, unity
among fisherfolk, as well as protected,
managed, and conserved aquatic
resources.

In addition, the bureau looks forward to
establishing an enterprise on the production
of fresh and processed fishery products,
fishing gear and paraphernalia, and other
agricultural and indigenous products – to be
managed, governed, and patronized by the
Kolambugan fisherfolk.

October 15, 2021

LANAO DEL NORTE, October 13, 2021 –
Hukbong Mananagat in Riverside
Association (HMRA) with 29 members in
Kolambugan, Lanao del Norte earned
Php 547,947 after selling 4,590 kilograms
(kg) of bangus from the FY 2021 Milkfish in
Fish Cage Project of the Department of
Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program.

The association received 10,000 pieces of
bangus fingerlings good for their one-unit
fish cage (10m x 10m), 400 bags of feeds,
and training on milkfish culture in a cage in
April 2021. The fingerlings were stocked on
May 28 and the members expected a 95%
survival rate.

From the group’s total revenue, 60% is
allocated for the subsequent cropping
season (March to August 2022), 20% for the
members, 10% for additional capital of their
sari-sari store, and 10% for reserve funds.

HMRA membership in SAMMP
Cooperative

In 2020, HMRA became a group member of
the Simbuco Aqua-Marine Multi-Purpose
Cooperative (SAMMPC) whose exceptional
performance in SAAD project
implementation appeared in the
SAADventures magazine Volume 3 Issue 3
published on August 26, 2021.

SAMMPC chairman Teodolo Bueno Jr.
pointed out that their cooperative is open to
interested fisherfolk and groups who wish to
join them. Including HMRA, they now have
236 SAAD members.

Also, one of the goals of the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR)
for its SAAD beneficiaries in the province is
to encourage all fisherfolk in Kolambugan to

HMRA members amass Php 547K
revenue from bangus project

Aside from the production inputs, the group
is also set to receive a village-type
community-based processing shed with
complete equipment and processing
utensils in December.

The shed and the materials will help in the
production of bottled and deboned bangus.

The farmers will also receive training on
financial management and other skill
development to fully capacitate them. ###
(Jennifer Valcobero and Al Jun Barbon
Magamano)
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October 8, 2021

BOHOL, October 7, 2021 – The
Marianasan Seaweed Grower and
Fisherfolk Association (MASEGAFA) from
barangay Jandayan Sur, Getafe, Bohol
earned Php 288,530 gross sales from the
Milkfish or Bangus Fish Cage Project of the
Special Area for Agricultural Development
(SAAD) Program.

Through the program, the Department of
Agriculture (DA) – Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources (BFAR) granted the
bangus production project to the 32-member
fisherfolk association as an additional
source of income.

Based on the Bohol Provincial Fishery
Office (PFO) report, the MASEGAFA
generated an income of Php138,600 from at
least 1,155 kilograms (kg) of bangus
harvested on September 24, 2021.

The group previously logged Php 149,930
sales in 2020 from its first bangus fish cage
wherein they harvested 1,237kg of bangus
(Table 95).

MASEGAFA’s bangus fish cage project

BFAR-SAAD provided the MASEFAGA with
Php 227,800 worth of interventions which
includes 10,000 fingerlings, 103 bags of
feeds, and materials for the fish cage
funded under the FY 2019 budget in March
and November 2020.

The group also received additional inputs
such as 5,000 fingerlings and 120 bags of
feeds worth Php 216,900 under the FY 2020
budget in June 2021.

The intervention also includes hands-on
training for the construction and
management of the fish cage. The
fingerlings were sourced out from one of the
BFAR-managed facilities – the Central
Visayas Multi-Species Nursery
Demonstration and Training Center in
Calape, Bohol.

The bangus was cultured for about three
months inside the floating-designed fish
cage established off the Jandayan Sur
shores. Currently, the association has two
existing fish cages which cover 98 square
meters, measuring 3 meters (m) in depth.

MASEGAFA is set to receive its third unit of
fish cage complemented with fingerlings
and fish feeds in October.

BFAR SAAD follows a three-year program
scheme in which the beneficiary groups in
the marginalized areas are capacitated to
become sustainable producers of fish and
other fish products to provide for their
families and community.

Soon enough, MASEGAFA will run the fish
cage operation on its own, manage its
finances to support the succeeding stocking
(fingerlings) and production, and plan for a
project expansion. ### (May Miasco)

Bohol fishers earn Php 288K through DA-SAAD
milkfish culture project

SAAD
Funding

Date of
Stocking

Date of Harvest Harvest
(kg)

Price/kg
(Php)

Gross Sales
(Php)

FY 2019 March 2020 June/July 2020 939 120.00 112,680.00
November 2020 March 2021 298 125.00 37,250.00

FY 2020 June 2021 September 2021 1,155 120.00 138,600.00
Total 2,392 288,530.00

Table 95. MASEGAFA’s income from bangus fish cage production
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Mrs. Calinog harvested 2,795kg bangus,
garnering an income of Php 541,521 until
the latest harvest. She also willingly shared
her catch to each of her neighboring
families.

Further addressing the hurdles which she
encountered in aquafarming, the BFAR 8
PFO will provide an appropriate design of
harvest nets, technical assistance on feed
and feeding management, and faster
access to input suppliers. It aims to help
Mrs. Calinog and her community attain fish
sufficiency through fish cage farming.

Mrs. Calinog will be installing another unit
of bangus fish cage with high hopes of
generating income through polyculture.

She sees it as an opportunity to help more
municipal fisherfolk by hiring them as
caretakers and laborers in this venture,
raising the flag of fulfilling the real “SAAD”
or “promise” of DA-BFAR toward
“Masaganang Ani at Mataas na Kita”. ###
(Christine Gresola)

Libagon and Padre Burgos each received
6,500 pieces of bangus fingerlings worth
Php 65,000 and feeds worth Php 61,320.
The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources 8 Provincial Fishery Office
(BFAR 8 PFO) distributed the inputs for
their first cropping.

“Tinuod gayud nga maka benepisyo ang
katawhan sa programa, ug daghang
salamat sa SAAD program ug sa tanang
tawo nga anaa sa programa,” said Mrs.
Calinog when asked if the program fulfilled
its promise of improving fish production and
alleviating poverty among its beneficiaries.

(People truly benefit from the program, our
heartfelt thanks to the SAAD program and to
all the people involved in it.)

Since her first cropping in February 2021,

August 10, 2021

SOUTHERN LEYTE, August 9, 2021 –
Reaping the product of her hard work and
dedication in Milkfish (bangus) Culture in
Cage Farming, Special Area for Agricultural
Development (SAAD) beneficiary Jeaniver
B. Calinog from Malitbog, Southern Leyte
harvested 1,205 kilograms (kg) worth Php
287,121 during her second cropping.

Mrs. Calinog harvested medium to large-
sized bangus on June 24, July 2, and
July 20 from her 10 x 5-meter (m) bamboo
fish cage which she independently installed.
The bangus were sold to local fish vendors
in Malitbog and nearby municipalities at
Php160-180/kg.

In October 2020, Mrs. Calinog and five
other beneficiaries from St. Bernard, Sogod,

Southern Leyte fisher enjoys bountiful
milkfish harvest from SAAD
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SAAD Siquijor fishers earn Php 167K
from bangus project
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June 7, 2021

LANAO DEL NORTE, June 5, 2021 – In
simultaneous fish harvests in April and May,
four fisherfolk cooperatives in Lala, Tubod,
Kulambogan, and Baroy earned
Php 3,032,480 after selling 22.77 tons of
bangus from the FY 2020 Milkfish in Pen
Project of the Special Area for Agricultural
Development (SAAD) Program.

The cooperatives’ synchronous fingerlings
stocking was in December 2020.

The 62 members of Baroy Stakeholders and
Fishermen Cooperative (BASFICO) stocked
the 20,000 bangus fingerlings and
harvested it after five months of the culture
period. They sold 8 tons of fish at Php 130-
135/kilogram (kg) giving them a gross
income of Php 1,053,000.

Similarly, the Lala Fishermen’s Cooperative
(LAFICO), with 63 members, gathered
6,640kg (6.64 tons) which they sold at
Php 145-150/kg returning them

June 8, 2021

SIQUIJOR, May 26, 2021- Through the
Special Area for Agricultural Development
(SAAD) Program’s FY 2020 Milkfish
(Bangus) Culture Project, the Tinago
Farmers and Fisherfolk Association sold
1,200 kilograms bangus worth Php 167,000
from successive harvests on May 13, 19,
and 26.

From the total sales, 60% will be divided by
the 15 members (Php 100,451; Php 6,696
per member) while the remaining 40%
(Php 66,967) will be kept for the next
stocking or cropping season.

The harvested bangus also gave the
townsfolk the opportunity to buy fresh and
affordable fish, which were sold at market
prices between Php 160 and Php 180.

Tinago Farmers and Fisherfolk
Association

The group harvested the bangus from an
existing four-year-old 1,044 square meters
fish pen installed in the coastal waters of
Barangay Tinago.

The construction of the fish pen project
started in 2017 with funding from a different
program – the Targeted Actions to Reduce
Poverty and Generate Economic
Transformation (TARGET).

In 2020, through the Department of
Agriculture – Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources in Central Visayas (DA-
BFAR Region 7), the SAAD program
subsidized the continuation of its existing
project. The program coordinators
earmarked Php 137,105 for the 6,000
bangus fingerlings (Php 42,000) and 102
bags of feeds (Php 95,105) which were
delivered on December 4.

The recent progress marks a huge impact to
the association, helping them and their
families sustain their livelihood and income
amid the pandemic.

Php 976,080 gross earnings.

Before, LAFICO was just an association
called United Fisherfolk Association of Lala
(UFAL) organized through the Community
Fish Landing Center (CFLC) Project of the
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR). When the SAAD Program was
introduced to them, they became a
cooperative.

On the other hand, 67 members of
Tangueguiron Seaweed Grower and
Fishermen Cooperative (TAGESFICO)
earned Php 323,400 from selling 2,365kg
(2.37 tons) of bangus at Php 135-140/kg.
The cooperative stocked 10,000 fingerlings
as the capacity of its one-unit fishpen.

Meanwhile, the 207 members of Simbuco
Aqua Marine Multi-Purpose Cooperative
(SAMMPC) gathered 5,760kg (5.76 tons)
bangus and sold them at Php 115-120/kg.
This gave them a remuneration of
Php 680,000.

SAAD is a locally-funded program that
intends to help alleviate the poverty status
among the marginalized communities both
in the agriculture and fishery sectors. ###
(May Miasco-Cabucos)

Four fisherfolk cooperatives in LDN earn more
than Php 3M from bangus production
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The fisherfolk groups sold their fish within
their community and outside the province
like Iligan and Pagadian City.

“We acknowledged the responsiveness,
efforts, and dedication of our project
partners in the implementation of our SAAD
program in Lanao del Norte which led to the
successful production of more than 20 tons

of milkfish with income generated of more
than 2 million. Despite the pandemic, they
continue to strive and exert efforts to
contribute to the food security of the region
and generate income. BFAR will continue to
provide technical assistance, training, and
livelihood inputs to achieve our goal which
is to increase food production and reduce
poverty of our fisherfolk in Lanao del Norte,”
said Al Jun Barbon Magamano, the
Provincial Focal Person.

“Truly, the SAAD program is promising. It
does not just give hope to the fisherfolk but
it is the hope that we have been looking and
longing for quite a long time. We have been

“Wala kaayo naapektohan ang kooperatiba
sa pandemic tungod sa SAAD project.
Pagsulod sa CoViD sa Pilipinas, nag
lockdown man pud mi diri, pero mura mig
wala ga lockdown kay busy kaayo mi sa
among SAAD Project. Gitukod ang among
fish pen, naglockdown diri dapita, pero
nakakuha mi og mga permit, nakakuha mig
mga travel pass kay naa man mi

kaugalingon nga truck. Ang mga materyales
gipalit namo sa Cagayan, naglahos lahos
lang mi. Mura mig walay pandemic diri
tungod sa SAAD,” shared Teodolo Bueno,
Jr., the Chairman of LAFICO.

(Our cooperative is not affected by the
pandemic because of the SAAD project.
When CoViD-19 infiltrated the Philippines,
this place was on lockdown but it seems like
we are not because we got too busy with
our SAAD project like installing our fish
pens. We got permits from the LGU and we
even have our travel pass since we got our
own truck. We travel to and fro Cagayan to
buy the materials for our fish pen.)

looking forward to fulfilling the promise
because we know that the Philippine
Government is a promise keeper. And then,
it is also the privilege of our fisherfolk that is
the best time for them to feel the promise
fulfilled,” said Mr. Noel Saldajeno, the
Provincial Fishery Officer in Lanao Del
Norte. ***

The SAAD provincial management office
looks forward to introducing zero
postharvest loss. Just like tilapia – Instead
of throwing away the small ones,

beneficiaries will process them into tilapia
crunch or tilanggit (dried tilapia).

Further, only the marketable size will go to
the market and the small fish will be
processed into value-added products.

The cooperatives expect to earn again by
August or September after the four to five
months’ culture period of bangus which they
stocked in the first week of June. ###
(Jennifer Valcobero)



Surigao del Sur fishers harvest Php 140K
worth bangus through SAAD project
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April 22, 2021

SURIGAO DEL SUR, April 16, 2021 –
Nagkahiusang Mananagat sa Gata (United
Fishers of Gata) with 19 members in San
Agustin, Surigao del Sur harvested
Php 140,831.25 worth of milkfish from the
FY 2020 bangus Culture in Pen Project
under the Department of Agriculture-Special
Area for Agricultural Development (DA-
SAAD) Program’s fishery sector.

With an 80% survival rate for their second
cycle of production, the association sold
1,295 kilograms (kg) of fish to a buyer from
Bislig City.

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR) 13 OIC-Regional Director Dr. Nilo S.
Katada witnessed the event, together with
Provincial Fishery Officer Noel C. Pugoy
and the team.

The said project is in close collaboration
with the local government unit (LGU) of San
Agustin, Surigao del Sur through its
Municipal Agriculture Office (MAO).

In November 2019, the group received the
first SAAD intervention worth Php 421,500
composed of 10,000 fingerlings
(Php 60,000) and feeds (Php 277,500), and
fish pen materials (Php 84,000).

The 10 x 10 x 5 meters fish pen is good for
the number of fingerlings provided, catering
20-30 fingerlings per square meter.

For the second cycle of production, the
group received 144 bags of feeds worth
Php 127,413 and purchased the fingerlings
with their funds from their previous
earnings.

The DA-BFAR in Caraga will continue to

provide technical assistance to the
Nagkahiusang Mananagat sa Gata through
the SAAD program until their third cycle of
production. ### (Provincial Fisheries Office
of Surigao del Sur)

beneficiary because, aside from its poverty
status, the members shared a noble cause
in protecting and conserving the marine
resources.

For their first harvest in 2020, they yielded
905kg bangus, collecting Php 108,600
revenue. Then, for the second harvest, they
sold 950kg fish for Php 114,000 based on
the association’s record.

2021 Way Forward

In 2021, BFAR-SAAD in Bohol aims to
guide the association in coming up with a
fishery enterprise that is yet to be discussed
with the group.

BFAR-SAAD follows a three-year
developing scheme wherein the project
provided to the association progresses into
an enterprise or business that it will
eventually manage independently. ###
(May Miasco-Cabucos)

May 3, 2021

BOHOL, April 29, 2021 – Twenty-eight
fishers of Maribojoc Coastal Barangay Law
Enforcers earned Php 117,000 from bangus
harvest through the Department of
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural
Development Program’s (DA-SAAD) project.

The group harvested 936 kilograms (kg) of
bangus or milkfish sold at a market price of
Php 120-130/kg.

The association is recording profit from the
Marine Floating Fish Cage Project that was
granted to them in 2020 through the Bureau
of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR)
Region 7.

The project worth Php 210,000 included
materials for the 7 meters (m) x 7m x 3m
fish cage, 5,500 fingerlings, and 120 bags
of fish feeds good for one cropping. The fish
cage is installed off the shores of barangay
Poblacion, Maribojoc.

The floating-designed fish cage is
considered a modern fishing technology
that boosts their productivity and income.

2020: The Maribojoc Coastal Barangay
Law Enforcers income

The group first received its SAAD-aided
project in 2019 under the same title worth
Php 220,000. They also received the fish
cage materials of the same dimension,
5,500 fingerlings, and 120 bags of feeds.

BFAR-SAAD also oriented and trained the
association on how to operate, manage,
and sustain the fish cage project.

The local government unit of Maribojoc was
quick to prioritize the group as a program

Bohol fisherfolk earn Php 117K worth
from bangus project



Php 120/kg.

Currently, the association is planning to
acquire a motorized boat to be used for the
next harvest and for regular monitoring at
the offshore floating fish cage. The
members are also eyeing the reconstruction
of a portion of the fish cage that needs
repair.

Based on recent discussions with the
association, they will be included in the
recipients of the fiberglass reinforced plastic
boat from the SAAD’s budget in FY 2021.

Through the SAAD program, BFAR will
continue to assist BFA and other fishers
from the marginalized areas in covered
provinces, empowering them through
agricultural and fishery livelihood to
alleviate the living conditions of poor
Filipino families. ### (May Miasco-
Cabucos)

Results and Plans

The Bohol Provincial Fishery Office (PFO)
assisted the association from the
preparation to the realization of the project.
This includes the orientation and training of
the farmers for the construction of the fish
cage, the safe transportation of the
fingerlings, and the monitoring of the
project.

Gonzalo and the association members were
grateful to the livelihood assistance given,
especially in the support to make sure that
the project will thrive and grow as an
enterprise.

From the FY 2019 interventions, BFA
earned Php 146,580 from their 1,221.5
kilograms (kg) harvest in August 2020.

For the FY 2020 interventions, the
association is expected to harvest an
estimated 900kg bangus (marketable size)
in September. They project to earn
Php 108,000 if the bangus is sold at

“Sauna sa wala pa mi fish cage, lisod ang
among panginabuhi. Apan karon nga duna
nay fish cage, gi arang-arang na ang among
kahimtang. Makaingon ko nga niusbaw ang
among panginabuhi,” Gultiano recalled that
life was never easy for fishers who engage
in artisanal fishing.

(Before, when we still did not have this fish
cage, we were struggling on our livelihood.
Now that we have this fish cage, our living
conditions have been better. I can really say
that our livelihood has improved.)

They became recipients of the
Php 220,000-worth Milkfish (bangus)
Marine Floating Fish Cage Project from the
FY 2019 SAAD budget. The project includes
103 bags of feeds and 5,500 bangus
fingerlings.

The 7 meters (m) x 7m x 3m floating cage
which has a stocking density of 30 to 40

pieces of bangus per cubic meter (m³)
was established offshore in the sea
waters off Sitio Big-ot, Badiang.

On March 1, BFA received
materials such as bamboo
poles, nets, and nylon to build
another floating fish cage
with a cost of
Php 200,000 from the
FY 2020 SAAD budget. They
were also supplied with 4,500
bangus fingerlings to be
stocked inside the new fish
cage.

Bangus is the primary commodity
identified for the project since it has a

high market demand in the town.

April 8, 2021

“Dako kaayo ang tabang nga nahatag sa
SAAD sa among organisayon, sa among
matag pamilya, ug sa matag adlaw nga
panginabuhi,” said Gultiano Gonzalo who
now leads the Badiang Fishermen’s
Association (BFA).

(The project brought a huge impact to our
organization, to the members’ households,
and to our daily living.)

Named after its barangay, BFA is one of the
beneficiaries of the Special Area Area for
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program
in Bohol – implemented by the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR)
Region 7. The group is composed of 35
small-scale low income fishers.

BFAR-SAAD uplift lives of 35 bangus
producers in Bohol
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December 24, 2021

AGUSAN DEL SUR, December 23, 2021 –
Eighty (80) fisherfolk families from 6
municipalities in the boundaries of Agusan
Marsh received Php 2.2 million worth of FY
2021 Fishing Livelihood Assistance Project
from the Department of Agriculture –
Special Area for Agricultural Development
(DA-SAAD) Program.

The project, which was distributed by the
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR) – Region 13, aims to enhance the
livelihood of the fishers through provision of
disaster-resilient fishing gears.

Each family received a 17-foot fiberglass
reinforced plastic paddleboat, 100-meter gill
net, and a set of hook and lines.

The distribution started on November 3 in
barangays Caimpogan and Borbon, San
Francisco where each community received
10 boats and equipment. The distribution

was completed on December 14 in Rosario
and Loreto.

One of the beneficiaries, Restituto Valencia
Jr. from Bunawan, expressed his gratitude.
He said, “This assistance is indeed timely
as fishing in Agusan Marsh coincides with
the rainy season from December to
February, and will definitely improve our
fishing activities.”

SAAD Regional Focal Person Edgardo P.
Balambao, Officer-in-Charge Provincial
Fishery Officer Bimbo C. Lagare, and local
government officials facilitated the turnover
activities. ### (Bimbo C. Lagare)

80 fisherfolk families in Agusan del Sur
received fishing livelihood assistance
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Municipality Distribution Date No. of
Beneficiaries

San Francisco November 3, 2021 20
Talacogon December 1, 2021 10
Esperanza December 7, 2021 10
Bunawan December 7, 2021 20
Rosario December 14, 2021 10
Loreto December 14, 2021 10
Total 80

Table 96. Municipalities that received
Fishing Livelihood Assistance
Project

Project Intervention

December 16, 2021

AGUSAN DEL SUR, December 16, 2021 –
The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BFAR) Caraga Region through
the Department of Agriculture – Special
Area for Agricultural Development (DA-
SAAD) Program awarded a village-type fish
landing facility to Agusan del Sur fisherfolk
to centralize trading activities.

A total of 108 fishers from 9 associations
from barangays Nato and Piglawigan,
Esperanza are members of the Nato Fish
Cage Federation from Esperanza, the group
granted with the common fish landing area
worth Php 450,000.

BFAR-SAAD funded the establishment of
the facility in FY 2021.

The facility, located in Barangay Nato, is
adjacent to Dakong Napo Lake covering a
40 square meters floor area equipped with a
waste water canal and septic tank.

Apart from the facility, the group was also
awarded with four sorting tables, two
weighing scales, and 8 oval-shaped fish
crates worth Php 75,000.

In addition, the group was a recipient of
SAAD’s FY 2019 Tilapia Culture in Cage
Project worth Php 288,000. The intervention
included feeds, tilapia fingerlings, and nets.

Chairperson Rebecca G. Catamco shared
the project was “a promise fulfilled for a

community who depends on the bounty of
the lake.”

The facility will be operated by the
federation with the support of the barangay
which shouldered the construction of the
facility’s toilet including water and electrical
connections.

An ordinance has been passed to make the
facility a common landing area and legalize
the fees and sharing schemes between the
group and the barangay.

The turnover was attended by BFAR Agusan
del Sur Officer-in-Charge (OIC) Provincial
Officer Bimbo C. Lagare, OIC Regional
Planning Officer Ivy Antoniano, and
Charlene Acavado of the Commission on
Audit.

Representing LGU Esperanza was
Sangguniang Bayan Member Hon. Joseph
C. Aguilar – Committee Chair on Agriculture
and officials from Barangay Nato. ###
(Bimbo C. Lagare)

Village-type fish landing facility awarded to
Agusan del Sur fishers
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While SAAD’s projects are fully
implemented, beneficiaries can still access
tilapia and hito fingerlings as well as other
technical support from the bureau.

The interventions are aimed at assisting
local fishers in marketing fish and other
fishery aquatic products to increase income.

As of this year, BFAR-SAAD already
established two village-level fish hatcheries
as community-based enterprises in
Mountain Province.

BFAR-CAR Regional Director Lilibeth L.
Signey, Provincial Fisheries Officer Martha
B. Estima, and SAAD Focal Person Michelle
A. Peralta led the distribution of projects at
the Mountain Province Provincial Fisheries
Office in cooperation with the Mountain
Province LGUs. ### (Rodelyn Foronda)

October 8, 2021

MOUNTAIN PROVINCE, October 8, 2021 –
The Department of Agriculture (DA) –
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR) in Cordillera Administrative Region
(CAR) distributed Php 402,080 worth of
postharvest inputs to 16 farmers and
fisherfolk’s associations (FFAs) in the BFAR
Provincial Fisheries Office in Mountain
Province through the Special Area for
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program.

The Fisheries Postharvest and Marketing
Livelihood distribution completes the
program’s Php 10 million worth of
assistance for farmer and fisherfolk
beneficiaries in FY 2021.

The 16 FFAs are residents of Besao,
Sadanga, Sabangan, Sagada, Paracelis,
Tadian, Barlig, Bauko, Bontoc. listing a total
of 685 members.

Each set of the livelihood projects consist of
an upright freezer, two insulated cooler ice
boxes, a digital weighing scale, and 10
plastic crates which amount to Php 25,130.
The inputs will support the fishers’ post-
production and marketing activities for
tilapia production in ponds and rice-tilapia
culture.

In its third year of implementation in
Mountain Province, BFAR-SAAD projects
are already 100% implemented.

The Program covers 10 municipalities in the
province, extending service to a total of
1,112 fisherfolk and 16 organizations
engaged in aquaculture and post-production
projects.

16 Mt. Province fisherfolk groups receive
SAAD post-production packages Association Members

Amkabigat Farmers and Fisherfolk Association 70
Bekigan Farmers and Fisherfolk Association 100
Lacmaan Small Farmers and Fisherfolk, Inc. 45
Banguitan Fisherfolk and Farmers Association 32
Datacan Farmers and Fisherfolk Association 36
Aguid Fisherfolk Association 52
Ulnos Kabiyagan Organization 86
Paracelis Uggadiw Farmers Association, Inc. 72
Cabulalaan Amianan Farmers Organization 35
Pamsatan Small Scale Farmers and Fisherfolk Organization 27
Kaleo Fisherfolk Organization 30
Lias Fisherfolk Organization 25
Leseb Fisherfolk Organization 18
Paneg-an Association 27
Dacudac Livelihood Association 15
Gonogan Fisherfolk Association 15
Total 615

Table 97. Fisheries Postharvest and Marketing Livelihood Project Beneficiaries



October 1, 2021

DAVAO DE ORO, September 30, 2021 –
The Quarry Highlanders Farmer’s
Association with 61 members from
Barangay Ngan, Compostela, Davao de Oro
was selected as one of the 9 group
beneficiaries of the Department of
Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program.
The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BFAR) Region 11 distributed
the inputs for the FY 2021 Tilapia Grow-Out
Culture in Freshwater Fishpond Project
worth Php 90,939.50.

Prior to the distribution, the members were
equipped with knowledge on tilapia grow-
out culture and management in freshwater
from September 13-14.

A total of 1,248 square meters’ (m2) pond
area will be cultivated for the 3,800 pieces
of tilapia fingerlings to be stocked in the

second week of October, once the land
preparation is done.

To date, the members are in the process of
excavating the fishpond, dividing it into four
compartments with each pond measuring at
least 300m².

Agricultural supplies such as feeds and
materials for the fishpond preparation were
also provided to the group.

The group was established on July 17, 2016
to help both members and non-members in
their community get livelihood assistance
from government agencies and non-
government organizations.

Group Secretary Arlyn Mataro said,
“Namugna ni nga grupo sa Barangay Ngan,
Compostela, kinsa nagtinguha nga
magtinabangay, aron makab-ot ang
kasulbaran sa kawad-on pinaagi sa
pagtinabangay aron mapataas ang
kahimtang sa panginahanglan ug
makabaton ug makiangayon, malambuon
ug malinawon nga nagpuyo sulod sa
barangay uban sa pagtuo nga pinaagi
lamang sa hiniusang kusog, makab-ot ang
gitinguhang kalambuan, dili lamang alang
sa mga miyembro kung dili lakip sa tanang
lumulupyo sa lungsod sa Compostela.”

(This group organized in Barangay Ngan
seeks to work together to address poverty –
with faith that in unity, we can achieve our
desired development, not only for the
members but also for all the residents of
Compostela.) ### (Danica May Silva)

Compostela fisherfolk received tilapia grow-out
culture project

October 1, 2021

DAVAO DE ORO, October 1, 2021 – Thirty-
three fishers from Maragusan cultivated a
total of 2,405 square meters’ pond area after
receiving 8,800 pieces’ tilapia fingerlings,
agricultural inputs, and postharvest supplies
worth Php 96,907.80 on September 10.

The beneficiaries composed of 6 fishers
from Tigbao and 27 members of
Mandaupan Farmers Association are
recipients of the Department of Agriculture
(DA) – Special Area for Agricultural
Development (SAAD) Program’s FY 2021
Tilapia Grow-out Culture in Freshwater
Fishpond.

SAAD in Davao de Oro is the first DA
program implemented by the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) in
Maragusan.

Prior to the distribution, the fishers were
provided with hands-on management
training of the project from August 19 to 20.

The beneficiaries acquired knowledge on
successful tilapia production such as the

computation of stocking density per pond
size as well as feed conversion ratio. They
also learned entrepreneurial skills for easy
marketing of their produce.

The step-by-step process in fishpond
preparation was also demonstrated using
lime, salt as disinfectant, tea seed powder
for poisoning, and organic or inorganic
fertilizer for soil fertility.

The project, which is anticipated to help in
food security, can also be the beneficiaries’
source of income.

The fishers expect to harvest their tilapia in
January 2022, after the four months’ culture
period.

In its fourth year now, the program focused
on inland and End Local Communist Armed
Conflict (ELCAC) areas and allocated a total
budget of Php 2.5 million for the tilapia
grow-culture project in 7 covered
municipalities. ### (Danica May Silva)

33 Maragusan fishers benefit from Tilapia
Grow-out Culture project

245



248

August 17, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, August 11, 2021
– The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources – Special Area for Agricultural
Development (BFAR-SAAD) Program in
MIMAROPA turned over 33,000 pieces (pc)
of tilapia fingerlings under the Fish Cage
Tilapia Culture of FY 2021 Project to a
fisherfolk association in Sta. Cruz,
Occidental Mindoro.

The Samahan ng Mangingisda ng Lanas
Lake Farmers Association (SMLLFA), an
existing fisherfolk association since 2002,
has 31 members who received the second
cycle of aquaculture production on July 21,
2021. Other inputs granted were 50
kilograms (kg) of fry mash, 125kg starter,
325kg grower, and 250kg finisher feeds
worth Php 39,000.

The materials for their existing 10×10-meter
fish cage for tilapia culture were turned over
to the group in 2020, which the fishers then
constructed by themselves with the
guidance of BFAR Region 4B technicians.

Apart from the construction materials, BFAR
SAAD provided start-up inputs consisting of
20,000pc tilapia fingerlings as well as 375kg
starter feeds, 500kg grower feeds and
750kg finisher feeds for the first production
cycle. It yielded 1,275kg of tilapia sold at
local markets in Sta. Cruz earning
Php 140,250 in total.

A Php 3,000 cash assistance from the said
earnings was given to 9 members who are

engaged to capture fishing for the
replacement of their worn-out nets. The rest
of the earnings were saved for the
association’s communal expenses.

The provincial fisheries arm of the bureau
headed by its Regional Director, Mr. Elizer
S. Salilig, MFT, with Mr. Edgardo S. Payas,
from Occidental Mindoro Provincial Fishery
Office, ensures continued support to the
fishers despite insufficient budget
allocation.

Meanwhile, the BFAR SAAD team, headed
by its Regional Focal Person, Ms. Julie Ann
F. Gabinete with Mr. Patrick Jun U. Lorque
(SAAD Regional Staff), Mr. Ruperto N.
Alforque (SAAD Regional Staff), and Mr.
Archie Rufon (SAAD Provincial Staff),
assures that the FAs will continue to receive
technical assistance and free tilapia fry from
the BFAR hatchery for the continuity of the
project initiated for the associations.

The distribution of the tilapia fingerlings is
chosen as an intervention due to its
adaptability to their environment and its
high survival rate which allows beneficiaries
to harvest without thorough maintenance.

A tilapia reaches marketable size within
three to four months and is already very
popular among other aquaculture
commodities, it is typically cultured in
fishponds or hapa nets. The organization
looks forward to adding another fish cage
for expansion. ### (Jessica Marie Cordova)

BFAR SAAD-Region 4B distributes tilapia
fingerlings to Occ Min fishers



August 6, 2021

MISAMIS OCCIDENTAL, July 28, 2021 – In
an effort to augment postharvest losses and
increase the income of San Apolinario’s
fisherfolk in Tangub City, the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) –
Region 10 through the Special Area for
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program
turned over Php 1.87 million worth of fishery
livelihood projects.

Forty-five members of the San Apolinario
Fisherfolk Organization received a
Php 268,839 worth of mini-processing shed
under the Provision of Postharvest
Community-Based Facility of FY 2020 on
July 28.

The shed will create an avenue for them to
explore different value-added products and
provide additional income-generating
options for the organization.

Furthermore, under FY 2021,
Php 1,605,120.30 worth of fishery livelihood
projects (Provision of Fishing Gear/
Paraphernalia, Provision of Postharvest
Materials, and Shellfish Gardening) were
also given to the group.

The project include 45 sets of bottom set gill
nets for sea catfish, 45 sets of bottom set
gill nets for tilapia, 45 pieces 10-kilogram
capacity HDPE ice buckets, 300 pieces of
bamboo butts, and 150 pieces of bamboo
poles. These interventions will add to their
existing income from fishing and shellfish
gardening.

Present during the turnover ceremony were
Tangub City Mayor Jennifer Wee Tan, City

Agriculturist Jose P. Binondo, San
Apolinario’s Barangay Chairman Eddie S.
Gomez, barangay’s fisherfolk organization
President Edwin T. Pondoc, Alternate PFO-
Misamis Occidental Virginia Valde, BFAR-
PFO SAAD Focal Person Bernie Beduya,
and other BFAR-PFO staff. ### )Bernie
Beduya and Virginia Valde)

Tangub City fisherfolk receive Php 1.87M worth
of fishery livelihood project from SAAD

August 11, 2021

LANAO DEL NORTE, August 11, 2021 –
Twenty-five Higaonon farmers in Iligan City,
Lanao del Norte received Php 200,000
worth of inputs for Tilapia Culture in Pond
Project of the Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources – Special Area for
Agricultural Development (BFAR-SAAD)
Program.

The Higaonon farmers are corn, vegetable,
and banana farmers who are members of
Malumpayad Tribal Farmers Association
(MTFA) from Sitio Malumpayad, Rogongon
– a Geographically Isolated Displaced Area
(GIDA). They became a beneficiary of
SAAD on May 7.

Funded under SAAD’s FY 2021 budget, the
group got 50,000 tilapia fingerlings and 200
bags of feeds on August 9. With 4-5 months
of culture period, the group expects to
harvest from November to December.

MFTA stocked the fingerlings in their 35
backyard fish ponds ranging from 500 to
2,000 square meters. MFTA’s area is
located in the mountains of the city, 100

kilometers away from the shoreline. Usually,
fish that reach the area are expensive and
low quality. Thus, the group recognized the
need to culture fish for consumption and
livelihood.

The SAAD technical staff conducted site
validation and inspection of the proposed
project areas prior to the distribution of the
inputs.

Also, the beneficiaries participated in a
series of technical training on tilapia grow-
out culture in ponds in June 2021.

Moreover, the group is still set to receive
postharvest and marketing training,
cooperative formation training, and financial
management, and internal audit and control
in the 4th quarter this year.

SAAD Lanao Del Norte plans to organize
the group as an agricultural and fisherfolk
marketing cooperative. ### (Jennifer
Valcobero)

25 Higaonon farmers from Iligan receive
inputs for SAAD’s tilapia production
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The marginalized fisherfolk group
composed of 20 household members from
barangay Tina, San Miguel, Surigao del Sur
was identified as priority beneficiaries
under National Task Force to End Local
Communist Armed Conflict (NTF-ELCAC)
areas.

During the turnover activity, association
chairman Mr. Mario Mahayahay expressed
his appreciation to BFAR. He said that they
were pleased that the SAAD Program was
implemented as it provided them additional
livelihood that helps sustain the needs of
their families.

The tilapia nursery was identified as a
suitable project for the fishers during the
community needs assessment from the

June 24, 2021

SURIGAO DEL SUR, June 17, 2021- The
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
– Special Area for Agricultural Development
Program (BFAR-SAAD) in Caraga
distributed 81,700 tilapia fry (newly hatched
tilapia) to the Tina Lagoon Fisherfolk
Association (TILAFIA). Another batch of
18,300 fry will be delivered within the month
to complete the inputs. Overall, TILAFIA will
receive 100,000 tilapia fry worth
Php 10,000. The Tilapia Nursery Livelihood
Project has a total cost of Php 26,260.

The association also received four bags of
fry boosters worth Php 6,000 and 18 bags of
tilapia fry mash (aquafloat) worth
Php 10,260 good for one cropping.

previous year.

The project turned the association into
becoming a tilapia fingerlings supplier for
fishpond operators in their municipality and
neighboring localities.

In this project, the tilapia fry were reared for
one month in the hapa nets (fine mesh
cages) up to 6-13 centimeters (cm)
fingerlings sizes which are sold at
Php 0.50-1.00/ pc to fish pond and cage
operators for culture into marketable sizes.

Currently, there are 22 hapa nets with
dimensions of 3 meters (m) x 5m or a total
of 330 square meters of nursery maintained
by the association. Each hapa net can be
stocked with up to 5,000 tilapia fry at an
expected 50-70% survival rate.

The said activity was joined by BFAR
personnel headed by Alternate Focal Person
of SAAD for fishery in Surigao del Sur Mr.
Julius Sabino, BFAR interns under
Mentoring and Attracting Youth for
Agribusiness (MAYA), Municipal Agriculture
Officer Mr. Ulysses B. Ravelo, and the
members of the fisherfolk association. ###
(DA-BFAR Caraga)

BFAR-SAAD turns over 81,700 tilapia fry
to Surigao del Sur fisherfolk



400k fingerlings distributed to 946
Mountain Province fisherfolk

April 29, 2021

MOUNTAIN PROVINCE, April 27, 2021 –
The Department of Agriculture-Special Area
for Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD)
Program distributed 366,000 tilapia
fingerlings and 70,400 hito fingerlings to
946 fisherfolk in the municipalities of Barlig,
Bauko, Besao, Bontoc, Natonin, Paracelis,
Sadanga, and Sagada.

The fishery inputs are part of the polyculture
livelihood project wherein each unit is
composed of 800 tilapia fingerlings, 200
hito fingerlings, and 10 bags of feeds. In
five months of culture period, the
fisherfolk expect to harvest in
September.

“Thank you for
providing the feeds
and fingerlings, all of
the fingerlings are in
good condition and
had a big chance
that they will all
survive the days of
being cultured,” said
Mrs. Zecima E.
Mabiasan, Secretary of
Gueday Fisherfolk and
Irrigators Association.

In March 2021, 9 training events on
aquaculture were also conducted benefiting
436 fisherfolk. The training aims to improve
the fishers’ technical know-how and to
showcase the sustainability of their
livelihood project.

Prior to the implementation of the program,
the beneficiaries were oriented to
familiarize themselves with the components
of the projects. The Provincial Fishery
Office (PFO) also validated their areas.

“Thank you so much for the training you
have conducted. This is a big help to us.

We hope that this program of the
government will continue to help us,” said
Lambert Sannad, the President of the
Tamboan Fisherfolk Organization.

SAAD Mountain Province received a total of
Php 37 million for its three-year
implementation (2019 to 2021). A total of
Php 10 million was allotted this year for 510
livelihood projects.

As the community quarantine still remains
in Cordillera Region, the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR)
assures that the fishery livelihood project

implementation remains unhampered
to accelerate effort on

continuous food availability.

In fact, the bureau
records 63%
implementation
status in Mountain
Province in 2021.
This reflects about
500 livelihood
projects such as
pond culture and rice-
fish culture, and 10
series of training events

benefiting about 1,392
fisherfolk.

SAAD is a locally funded program of the
Department of Agriculture (DA) which aims
to help alleviate poverty among the
marginalized sectors in agriculture and
fisheries.

BFAR guarantees that amid COVID-19
pandemic, continuous aid will be provided
to the beneficiaries to give them additional
yield and to increase the fish sufficiency
level in the region. ### (Rodelyn Foronda)

SWIP is an artificial lake that is used to
collect or store rainfall and runoff water for
several purposes such as inland fisheries.
Fishers (fishpond and fish cage operators)
can use the SWIP in rearing or farming fish
such as tilapia in freshwater.

Tilapia culture in Ubay, Bohol

Since 2019, the Bohol PFO has been
monitoring the status and progress of
SAAD-funded projects, rendering technical
assistance to the associations for it to
sustain their livelihood. It also empowers
the local small-scale fisherfolk by forming
them into cooperatives so as to maximize
the government’s resources in boosting
their income and productivity.

RED Diputado pushes for the improvement
of tilapia production in Ubay and is hoping
for it to thrive as the tilapia grow-out culture
complements the proposed establishment of
tilapia hatchery in the town.

Mr. Samijon is also optimistic that BTPA will
manage the assistance well and eventually
operate as an enterprise.

Of the 10,000 fingerlings, 5,000 were
stocked inside the existing floating cage
which was provided in 2019 while the other
half were dispersed at the SWIP site for
breeding purposes.

BTPA expects to harvest about 900
kilograms (kg) of grown tilapia worth
Php 90,000 if sold at Php 100/kg in July or
August.### (May Miasco-Cabucos)

March 12, 2021

CEBU CITY, March 4, 2021 - Through the
Special Area for Agricultural Development
(SAAD) Program, the Department of
Agriculture – Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources – Region 7 (DA-BFAR7)
provided tilapia farming interventions worth
Php 120,000 to Bongbong Tree Planters
Association (BTPA) in Bohol.

According to Bohol PFO head Candido
Samijon, the FY 2020 Tilapia Floating Cage
Project for Tilapia Culture consists of
construction materials for building a tilapia
floating cage (7m × 7m x 3m) and 10,000
tilapia fingerlings with fish feeds sufficient
for the entire cycle.

The awarding of the livelihood assistance
occurred during the formal turnover of the
DA7-aided Small Water Impounding Project
(SWIP) on February 26 in Barangay
Bongbong, Ubay, Bohol.

BFAR Region 7 is grateful for the support
shown by its mother office, DA7, especially
to the Regional Executive Director Salvador
Diputado, for allowing the bureau to use the
SWIP for aquaculture activities.

BFAR-SAAD provides Tilapia Culture
Project to fishers group in Bohol
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In addition, 200 rolls of fine mesh (hapa)
nets and 8 rolls of water hose were given to
the Tadian Farmers and Fisherfolk Irrigators
Association (with 312 members) in
response to their request during the harvest
field day of Japanese loach in September
2020 at Barangay Duagan.

The nets will be used as protection to
prevent the Japanese loach from scaping
the paddies.

According to Ms. Faith Pek-aw, the
Provincial Veterinarian, their eagerness to
learn various agri-fisheries interventions
started when members attended a training
module on the Farmers Livestock School-
Goat Enterprise Management (FLS-GEM) in
2019.

The learning opportunity stimulated its
members to become dynamic in exploring
more ventures that will expand their
activities such as the established tilapia fish
hatchery and the propagation of loach.

continue to next page

February 19, 2021

MOUNTAIN PROVINCE, February 18,
2021 – Mountain Province fisherfolk expect
to receive additional funding for Special
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD)
Program fishery livelihood projects as the
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR) transferred Php 10 million funds to
regional offices.

“As promised, we came back to deliver what
was committed. It is really a well-heeled
time that we are able to grant your requests
through the additional funding that was
transferred,” said BFAR CAR Regional
Director Lilibeth L. Signey during the
turnover ceremony of various project inputs
held in Tadian.

Thirteen units of postharvest package which
include a chest freezer, two cooler boxes,
and a 60kg-capacity weighing scale were
distributed to 13 fisherfolk organizations
with 681 members in the municipalities of
Bauko, Besao, Bontoc, and Sagada.

Postharvest equipment worth Php 868k
granted to FOs of Mt. Province Fisherfolk Organization Municpality No. of

members
Fishery inputs Project Cost

(Php)
Bagnen FO

Bauko
81 1 postharvest package 18,700.00

Otucan Sur FO 65 1 postharvest package 18,700.00
Balintaugan FO 15 1 postharvest package 18,700.00
Masameyeo, Gueday FO

Besao

45 1 postharvest package 18,700.00
Gueday Proper FO 55 1 postharvest package 18,700.00
Tamboan Fisherfolk and
Irrigators Association 65 1 postharvest package 18,700.00

Dandanac FO 48 1 postharvest package 18,700.00
Dalican FO

Bontoc
104 1 postharvest package 18,700.00

Mainit FO 18 1 postharvest package 18,700.00
Ankileng Farmers and
Fisherfolk Organization

Sagada

85 1 postharvest package 18,700.00

Fidelisan Fisherfolk and
Farmers Organization 50 1 postharvest package 18,700.00

Madongo Farmers and
Fisherfolk Organization 35 1 postharvest package 18,700.00

Bangaan FO in Sagada 15 1 postharvest package 18,700.00
Subtotal 681 243,100.00
Tadian Farmers and
Fisherfolk Irrigators
Association

312
200 units of (hapa)
nets with accessories 600,000.00

*8 rolls of water hose 25,000.00
Subtotal 312 625,000.00
Total 993 868,100.00
*Water hose was procured under SAAD 2020 fund, not from the Php 3.5 million additional
funding.

Table 98. SAAD FOs receiving fishery inputs



“We guided and supported the organization
for them to grow and prosper. So whatever
their plans, we will support them,” said Ms.
Pek-aw.

TAFFIA adviser Mr. Rex Allen Cadio is
looking forward to the constructed tilapia
fish hatchery and proposes to make it as an
agri-tourism site to serve as a show window
for other fisherfolk enthusiasts who wish to
venture in fish farming.

“This is really a great encouragement for us
to do our part not only for the TAFFIA
members but also to other fisherfolk in
Bauko, Besao, Sagada and Tadian for all of
us to attain our goals. It is truly gratifying to
hear from RD Beth we came again to
deliver our promise with the presence of
Governor Bonifacio C. Lacwasan, Jr., Vice
Mayor Alfonso D. Polan, Councilor Juniper
Kidit, Sr., and some officials to be part of
the event,” said Mr. Cadio.

“Your presence will serve as a morale
booster for the members to do their part to
be able to contribute toward achieving food
security,” he added.

“We believe that BFAR is an evidence that
government support continues, from the first
conducted activity in Duagan, then the
inauguration of the fish hatchery in Luk-eb,
up to granting of additional inputs for the
propagation of loach. We are very grateful
for this,” said TAFFIA Secretary.

To note, another 14 units of harvesting nets
worth Php 160,000 is under distribution to
other towns in the province. ### (Rodelyn
Foronda)
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hope that we will nurture these projects. As
the president of LSFA, I am encouraging my
group members to help one another. It
doesn’t mean that because I am the
president, I will be the one to benefit. I will
just be the one to manage the projects.)

The establishment of mini processing and
feed formulation sheds is part of the
intervention under the SAAD Program to
capacitate the beneficiaries to produce
feeds using locally available raw materials
to reduce their cost of operations.

Moreover, they were also trained on value-
adding technology to improve their
postharvest capabilities to increase the
market value of their products.

“We hope that this project would drive you
to earn more not just for yourselves but for
the betterment of your family and somehow
would uplift your way of living,” said
Provincial Fishery Officer Marlou N.
Fernandez, in his closing remarks. ###
(Jessie Acapulco)

February 16, 2021

BUKIDNON, February 15, 2021 – Libona
SAAD Fisherfolk Association (LSFA) with 26
members received Php 366,000 worth of
mini processing and feed formulation sheds
with grinder, pelleter, and utensils from the
Special Area for Agricultural Development
Program (SAAD) of the Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) funded in
2020.

BFAR 10 Regional Director Teodoro A.
Bacolod Jr said that the project ensures
food security and helps fisherfolk from far-
flung areas to sustain their livelihood.

“We are very thankful to the Local
Government Unit of Libona for the unending
support to the bureau. We always find ways
to provide projects especially those in need
because we bring the government closer to
the people,” said Dir. Bacolod.

“Through the SAAD Program, I hope we can
reduce the poverty incidence in Libona and
increase your tilapia production through the
establishment of these post-harvest
facilities. We hope that you will take care of
the projects given to you,” added Dir.
Bacolod.

Mr. Raymond Badilla, President of LSFA,
also expressed his gratitude for the
livelihood projects provided by the program.

“Dako akong pasalamat sa proyekto nga
gehatag sa BFAR. Hinaot nga among
mapalambo kining maong proyekto. Ako
usab geawhag ang akong mga kauban nga
magtinabangay kita. Dili boot pasabot nga
ako ang Presidente, ako na ang magboot
niini. Usa lang ako sa magpadagan niining
proyektoha,” shared Mr. Badilla.

(We are very thankful for the projects
provided by the program through BFAR. We

LSFA to benefit from Php 366k
postharvest facilities
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Training Programs

August 18, 2021

SURIGAO DEL SUR, August 16, 2021 –
The Special Area for Agricultural
Development (SAAD) Program through the
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
provided interventions to an Indigenous
People (IP) group and conducted training
for fisherfolk associations in support of
tilapia and lobster culture in Surigao del
Sur.

The BFAR Provincial Fisheries Office (PFO)
of Surigao del Sur conducted the activities
to implement SAAD’s FY 2021 Tilapia
Culture in Pond and Lobster Culture in
Submerged Cage projects.

SAAD BFAR supports IPs in Lanuza

Ibuan Fisherfolk Association (IFA), an IP
organization, received 2,500 pieces of get-
excel tilapia fingerlings from BFAR Caraga-
Kitcharao Technology Outreach Station
(KTOS) on July 21.

The tilapia fingerlings were released in two
units of freshwater earthen ponds with 10
meters (m) x 23m dimension each. They
also received two bags of tilapia fry mash,
three bags of starter crumble, 22 bags of
tilapia grower feeds, and 17 bags of tilapia
finisher feeds.

In total, BFAR SAAD Caraga provided
Php 47,702.77 worth of interventions for the
project.

The Ibuan FA (22 members) is located at
Sitio Ibuan, Barangay Mampi which is a
priority barangay of National Task Force to
End Local Communist Armed Conflict (NTF-
ELCAC)-EO70 in Lanuza, Surigao del Sur.

The identification of SAAD beneficiaries
and implementation of the SAAD project
was collaborated with and supported by the
municipal local government unit (MLGU) of
Lanuza, provincial LGU, and partner
agencies in Poverty Reduction, Livelihood
and Employment Cluster (PRLEC) Surigao
del Sur.

Fisherfolk groups granted with projects,
training on lobster, tilapia culture

Fishers trained on Lobster Culture
Production in Lingig

From July 15 to 16, two fisherfolk groups
were introduced to High-Density
Polyethylene (HDPE) Plastic in a
submersible cage which is a more
advanced technology compared to their
traditional method of raising lobsters.

The Sabang Tiger Lobster Grower
Association (30 members) from barangay
Sabang and Cab-ilan FA (20 members) from
barangay Poblacion in Lingig were
recipients of the Php 300,000 worth Lobster
Culture in Submerged Cage Project. The
interventions delivered were composed of
one 10m × 10m x 3m HDPE cages, 300
lobster juveniles, and 667 trash fish per
group.

The trained beneficiaries were grateful to
the program for the project as it is their first
livelihood intervention received from the
government.

Tilapia Culture in Pond training held in
Tago

A two-day training on Tilapia Culture in
Pond was conducted from July 22 to 23 to
help growers to learn more techniques on
operation and management of the said fish.

The activity was participated by Catmon
Tilapia Growers Association (20 members)
and Cayale Mabua Fisherfolk Association
(20 members) in Barangay Cayale and
facilitated in coordination with the Tago
MLGU.

The full package of the project worth
Php 45,793.50 per unit includes 2,500
fingerlings and 44 bags of feeds good for
20m x 25m fishpond area. ### (BFAR RFO
Surigao del Sur)



August 5, 2021

AGUSAN DEL SUR, July 23, 2021 –The
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources-
Caraga (BFAR 13) conducted a 3-day
technical training on fish cage aquaculture
for two Special Area for Agricultural
Development (SAAD) Program group
beneficiaries. With agriculture as the
primary industry, aquaculture is gaining
ground with the intervention of the SAAD
Program for the fishery sector.

The training was conducted at Barangay
Patrociño Covered Court, Sta Josefa,
Agusan del Sur from July 21 to 23.

The assigned SAAD technical staff trained
24 participants of Patrociño Irrigated
Farmers Association (PIFA) and Sta Josefa
Farmers and Irrigators Association (SJFIA)
on operations management of tilapia culture
wherein they experienced hands-on
exercises such as fish cage fabrication.

PIFA is chaired by Mr. Arnold G. Plaza while
SJFIA is headed by Mr. Antonio P. Alvior.
Each group comprises 12 household
members.

The two groups are recipients of the
Php 362,624 worth Tilapia Culture in
Bamboo Cage project under FY 2021 SAAD
continuing funds.

On July 7, BFAR-SAAD 13 provided project
inputs good for one cropping period. Each
group received 6,000 pieces of tilapia
fingerlings, 80 bags of feeds, bamboo cage
materials, crates, and a weighing scale.

The cage has a total culture area of 30
cubic meters which is made up of three
10-cubic meter compartments.

Just in time to brighten the fishers’ family

budget during the holiday season, each
group is expected to harvest at least 1.2
tons of tilapia in December. The tilapia to be
reaped is valued at Php 191,250.

Mayor Symond Caguiat and Municipal
Agriculturist Miraluz Convocar expressed
their appreciation and commitment to
support the project and its beneficiaries
during the turnover of the inputs. They
committed to conduct a harvest festival on
the projected harvest date. ### (PFO
Agusan del Sur)

BFAR Caraga trains SAAD recipients on
Tilapia Culture in Bamboo Cage
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Transformation (28 members), Binongsay
Malinawa Savings and Loan Cooperative
(524 members), Challenger’s Agriculture
Cooperative (167 members), St. William’s
Farmers Credit Cooperative (78 members),
Bantiyao Araneta Maconacon Gaday
Tianytayen Farmers Multipurpose
Association (26 members), and the Catao
Pagbiagan Farmers Association (18
members).

Meanwhile, youth participants belong to the
Kafachang 4H Club (20 members), and
Burobor 4H Club (20 members).

The event, funded by the SAAD Program,
was organized through the collaboration of
BFAR’s Provincial Fisheries Office (PFO),
the Provincial Cooperative Enterprise
Development Office (PCEDO), Tabuk Local
Government Unit (LGU), Mr. Brent Martinez
(motivational speaker from GURU Press),
and Pasil Multi-Purpose Cooperative
(PAMCO) founder Engr. Victor Aglipay.

The workshop addresses issues affecting
poor cooperative performance, micro-scale

July 15, 2021

KALINGA, July 9, 2021 – Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR)
capacitated fisherfolk, farmers, and youth
group beneficiaries of the Department of
Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program
through a three-day training on
entrepreneurial workshop and values
restoration.

In BFAR-SAAD’s final year in Cordillera
Administrative Region (CAR), the bureau
maximizes its efforts to hook beneficiaries
with different initiatives ensuring the
sustainability of their existing and thriving
aquaculture and postharvest livelihood
projects.

Participants were represented by 73
members from 9 SAAD farmers, fisherfolk,
and youth associations in a workshop on
financial, organizational development, and
values restoration from July 6-8.

The associations are Rural Group for

BFAR-CAR capacitates Kalinga beneficiaries
on entrepreneurship, values formation

assessment of organizational issues, and
introduces financial management for
effective and efficient financial decisions.

PCEDO Kalinga Senior Cooperative
Development Specialist Ms. Charlotte S.
Balisang and PAMCO founder Engr. Victor A
Aglipay shared their experiences in
overcoming challenges to succeed. “Like
us, just continue to create your own story to
success,” shared Engr. Aglipay.

Values restoration and leadership were also
taught, fitted to the youth. New ideas on
leadership styles affect behavior among
group members. Moreover, the training
emphasizes the importance of upholding
collective vision to keep everyone inspired,
focused, and consistent in maintaining the
organization.

Also present in the workshop are Regional
Director Lilibeth L. Signey, Ms. Joyce M.
Ducyogen from the Kalinga PFO, the
Regional Fisheries Training and Fisherfolk
Coordination Division (RFTFCD) – OIC, Ms.
Lois June B. Fermin, and BFAR-CAR SAAD
Regional Focal, Ms. Michelle A. Peralta.

BFAR-SAAD served more than 10,000
individual beneficiaries and 45 fisherfolk
organizations in the five-year
implementation in CAR. Kalinga is the
home of 2,970 beneficiaries.

The bureau granted aquaculture projects
(tilapia culture in ponds, rice paddies, and
fish cage), capture (fishing gears), and
postharvest projects to CAR fisherfolk.

Moreover, BFAR continues to hold technical
and educational assistance to the SAAD
fisherfolk to maximize the livelihood grants
and improve aquatic products in the
province. ### (Rodelyn Foronda)
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June 3, 2021

SIQUIJOR, May 26, 2021 – To reduce
wastage of fish feeds, several fisherfolk and
18 recipients of the FY 2020 Milkfish
(Bangus) Culture in Fish Pens or Cages
funded by the Special Area for Agricultural
Development (SAAD) Program in Siquijor
were convened for a refresher course on
feeding management.

Spearheaded by the Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources – Siquijor Provincial
Fishery Office (BFAR Siquijor PFO), the
one-day training was held in barangay
Poblacion, Siquijor, Siquijor.

The representatives were 13 members of
the Tamarong Fisherfolk Association (FA)
(4 participants), Siquijor Inland Fish
Groomers Association (4 participants), and
Tinago Farmers and Fisherfolks Association
(3 participants) from barangay Tinago; and
the Marine Sanctuary Management
Association from barangay Caticugan (2
participants).

Other fish pen operators from barangays
Pasihagon (2 participants) and Cang-
alwang (1 participant) in Siquijor town as
well as from Barangay Nagerong Pasihagon
(2 participants) in Lazi town also
participated.

The SAAD fishery sector in Siquijor has
allocated a budget of about Php 2 million
worth of packaged interventions for the said
associations (Table 1), including San Juan
SAAD FA from San Juan Town.

Tamarong FA and San Juan SAAD FA were
equipped with materials for construction of
fish pens; all associations received
fingerlings and feeds.

Training on Bangus Feeding

The training is to impart knowledge and
skills in feeding management, particularly
feed computation and proper feeding
method which they may apply on their
actual operation. It was pointed out that
wasted feed equates to an “income lost” on
the part of the beneficiaries.

The Siquijor PFO noted the significance of
the refresher course, saying that fish feeds
comprise almost 70% of its operational
expenses which is crucial for the success of
the SAAD-aided project.

The office also initiated the conduct of the
activity to provide an avenue for the
beneficiaries to share experiences and
feedback on actual operation of the project.

Apart from the discussions, they were also
given brief orientations on

SAAD fishers relearn proper
feeding of cultured bangus

entrepreneurship, coastal resource
management, and Gender, Development
and Values. ### (May Miasco-Cabucos)

Association Location Area
(m2)

Components Cost
(Php)

Tamarong Fisherfolk
Association Brgy. Tinago, Siquijo 900

1 unit fish pen
16,000 fingerlings
256 bags of feeds

1,400,000.00
San Juan SAAD Fisherfolks
Association San Juan 700

1 unit fish pen
4,000 fingerlings
64 bags of feeds

Sigquijor Inland Fish
Groomers Association Brgy. Tinago, Siquijo 855

31, 000 fingerlings
480 bags of feeds 609,603.00

Tinago Farmers and
Fisherfolks Association Brgy. Tinago, Siquijo 1,044

Marine Sanctuary
Management Association Brgy. Caticugan, Siquijor 798

Fish Pen Operators Brgy. Pasihagon, Siquijor 143
Fish Pen Operators Brgy. Cang-alwang, Siquijor 81
Fish Pen Operators Brgy. Nagerong, Lazi 27
Total 4,548 2,009,603.00

Table 99. SAAD-funded interventions in Siquijor
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Events

November 16, 2021

ILOILO CITY, November 16, 2021 –
Special Area for Agricultural Development
(SAAD) partner-beneficiaries from Antique
and Negros Occidental in Region 6
showcased their agricultural products in the
three-day SAAD Saga 2021 Trade Fair and
Exhibit held in Iloilo City and Bacolod City.

Twenty (20) associations from Antique and
Negros Occidental participated in the event
from November 10 to 12 generating a total
combined income of Php 97,329.

Tigmamale Valderrama Irrigators’
Association, Inc. recorded no sales on its
first day while Aningalan Farmers Irrigators
Association sold all its products such as
native chicken eggs and vegetables on the
second day.

Aside from the raw produce such as fresh
eggs and vegetables, manufactured
products such as squash noodles, seaweed
pickles, and banana chips were on sale and
displayed.

During the SAAD Saga Partners’ Forum
conducted on November 11, the following
were recognized for having the best booths:

· 1st Place – Sebaste SAAD Fisherfolk’s
Association,
· 2nd Place – Lalong Integrated Upland
Farmer’s Association, and
· 3rd Place – Bugnay Valderrama Irrigators’
Inc.

Meanwhile, the runners up were:

· Tigmamale Valderrama Irrigators’
Association, Inc.,

· Pandanon Integrated Upland Small
Farmers’ Association,
· Samahan kang Mangunguma kag
Mamumugon kang Agricula,
· Santos Santos Farmers’ Association, and
· Aningalan Farmers Irrigators Association.

A cash prize of Php 5,000 was awarded to
the 1st placer, Php 3,000 for second,
Php 2,000 for third, and Php 1,000 each for
runners up.

The exhibit served as a venue for SAAD
partner-farmers and fisherfolk to promote
their various products and improve their
entrepreneurial skills. ### (Billy Jervis
Narag)

Region 6 farmers, fisherfolk showcase
products in SAAD Saga Trade Fair and Exhibit Association Sales

(Php)
Total
(Php)

November
10

November
11

November
12

Antique
Lupa-an Farmers Irrigators’ Association 1,540.00 540.00 2,450.00 4,530.00
Ratanila Cluster Level Association 740.00 200.00 2,260.00 3,200.00
Liberato Irrigators’ Association. 2,000.00 2,255.00 1,560.00 5,815.00
Poblacion Patnongon Fisherfolk
Association, Sebaste SAAD Fisherfolk
Association

3,881.00 2,601.00 2,601.00 9,083.00

Bugnay Irrigators’ Association 5,775.00 245.00 2,595.00 8,615.00
Tigmamale Valderrama Irrigators’
Association, Inc. 0.00 2,000.00 2,000.00 4,000.00

Samahan kang Mangunguma kag
Mamumugon kang Agricula 2,440.00 1,732.00 3,938.00 8,110.00

Aningalan Farmers Irrigators Association
Inc 525.00 2,345.00 0.00 2,870.00

Subtotal 46,223.00
Negros Occidental
PLOFFA (Don Salvador Benedicto) 5,665.00 3,947.00 650.00 10,262.00
Panas-an Small Fisherfolks’ Association,
Purok Santan SAAD Farmers and
Fisherfolk Association,
Vito Vendors Fisherfolk Association

1,130.00 1,245.00 1,715.00 4,090.00

PIUSFA (Don Salvador Benedicto) 1,937.00 4,440.00 1,047.00 7,424.00
Bug-ang Organic Farmers Association,
Pasto Agrarian Reform Cooperative 2,354.00 2,924.00 2,790.00 8,068.00

Santos Santos Farmworkers Association,
Sitio Napiluan Integrated Farmers
Association

4,465.00 1,670.00 930.00 7,065.00

Lalong Integrated Upland Farmers’
Association,
Lipat-on Integrated Small Fisherfolk’s
Association

6,400.00 4,527.00 3,270.00 14,197.00

Subtotal 51,106.00
Total 97,329.00

Table 100. SAAD Beneficiaries’ Income from SAAD Saga 2021 Trade Fair and Exhibit
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November 14, 2021

ILOILO CITY, November 14, 2021 – Twelve
farmers and fishers’ associations in Antique
and Negros Occidental received
commendation as the leading Special Area
for Agricultural Development (SAAD)
program partners in Western Visayas.

The Samahan kang Mangunguma kag
Mamumugon kang Agricula of San Remigio,
Liberato Farmers’ Association of Laua-an,
Bugnay Irrigators’ Association, Inc. of
Valderrama, Ratanila Cluster Level
Association of Laua-an, Imba SAAD
Seaweeds and Fisherfolk Association of
Caluya, Poblacion Patnongon Fisherfolk
Association, and Sebaste SAAD Fisherfolk
Association are the top-performing partners
of the Department of Agriculture (DA) and
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR) in the Province of Antique.

DA and BFAR also lauded the Bungahin

Irrigators’ Association, Inc. of Moises
Padilla, Brgy. Ani-e Small Farmers’
Association of Calatrava, Panas-an Small
Fisherfolks’ Association of Cauayan, Purok
Santan SAAD Farmers and Fisherfolk
Association of Hinoba-an, and Vito Vendors
Fisherfolk Association of Sagay City in
Negros Occidental for their notable
performance in project management,
accomplishments and short-term results,
innovativeness, and sustainability.

The outstanding groups recognized during
the SAAD Saga Western Visayas Partners’
Forum held in the cities of Bacolod and
Iloilo recently will receive Php 75,000 worth
of proposal-based projects from DA and
BFAR.

“Paagi sa bulig sang SAAD, nangin
matawhay kag masulhay ang mga
pangabuhi sang tawo tungod halos tanan
nga ginhatag nila napuslan namon.
Ginahimuan namon sang policy agud

12 top performing agri-fishery partners for SAAD
implementation in Western Visayas cited

mapapag-on pa guid ang mga proyekto kag
para ang tanan nga miyembro maka
benepisyo,” said Ike Gregorio, president of
Samahan kang Mangunguma kag
Mamumugon kang Agricula in San Remigio,
Antique. Their association obtained
significant farm yield due to their SAAD
projects, including certified rice seeds,
vegetable seeds, fertilizer, native land
chicken, egg layer production, carabao, and
farm implements.

National Director of the SAAD Program Dr.
Myer G. Mula has called for the
sustainability of agri-fishery projects in the
region. The program aims to alleviate
farmers and fishers’ living and income
status in the municipalities with high
poverty incidence in Antique and Negros
Occidental.
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“Since 2019, for the agriculture sector in
Western Visayas, we have already spent
Php 162 million on livelihood projects, and
for the fishery sector, we have poured Php
71.33 million. We have covered 78 farmers’
associations with more than 14,000
members, and for the fishery sector, we
have 32 associations with more than 1,000
members. We have also served 912
individual farmers for the agriculture sector,”
said Director Mula.

Social preparation, community needs
assessment, production livelihoods, and
enterprise development are among the key
components of the SAAD Program
implementation. Director Mula said that DA-
SAAD developed 160 agri-enterprises while
BFAR funded 86 enterprises in the two
provinces.

Furthermore, he mentioned that they seek a
six-year extension of the SAAD Program to
serve more farmers and fisherfolk in the
under-developed communities nationwide
by providing production inputs, developing
agri-fishery enterprises, and sharing
technology. He stressed that the SAAD
Program maintains transparency in utilizing
government funds and prioritizing projects
on nutrition and food availability across the
country.

He likewise emphasized the importance of
recordkeeping as an essential tool to
determine and ensure the impact and
success of the interventions delivered at the
grassroots.

“We are gathered here to celebrate the hard
work, fortitude, and resilience of farmer and
fisherfolk-partners who evolved into heroes
securing a hungry-free nation. The SAAD
program of the DA has been uplifting the
lives of poverty-stricken communities in
Western Visayas. The goal is to help all the
farmers, most especially the upland farming
communities who seldom receive the much-
needed support from the government to
attain sustainable and resilient rural
economies,” said DA-SAAD Western



Farmers celebrate vegetable
harvest festival in Piñan, ZDN

October 15, 2021

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, October 14,
2021 – Forty-four members of Teresita
Vegetable Farmers Association (TVFA)
celebrated a festival after harvesting 3,000
cabbages weighing 400 kilograms in Piñan,
Zamboanga del Norte on October 7.

TVFA is a beneficiary of the Department of
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural
Development (DA-SAAD) Program under
FY 2021. The group received Php 305,040
worth of seeds, fertilizers, and planting
materials to cover 1 hectare on June 25.

In partnership with the Piñan local
government unit (LGU), the event took place
to showcase the communal garden and urge
other farmers associations to establish their
own.

Mayor Cecila Carreon said, “Food is a basic
necessity in our lives. This project gives us
hope to have access to food without
spending money. I assure you that the
project will not end here after harvest, but
the LGU will continue to guide and support
you in every way possible.”

The farmers earned Php 14,000 after the
cabbages were sold to a private buyer for
Php 35/kg.

During the harvest festival, TVFA Secretary
Daisy Lata recalled the beginning of their
journey in the communal garden.

“When we heard that this project will be
communal, I lost interest because we have
done that before and we failed. Thanks to
the LGU for pushing us to try again. When
SAAD and the LGU provided us with all the
inputs needed, we really got motivated to
work. Look at us now. We have finally tasted
the fruits of our labor,” said Daisy.

Municipal Agriculturist Merie Regencia, DA-
SAAD Provincial Coordinator Roger Dave
Gramatica, as well as other LGU and SAAD
staff attended the festival.

Harvesting of other vegetables is scheduled
in the third week of October.

TVFA’s vegetable production journey

The association planted the vegetable
seeds in the first week of July. The 1 ha
garden was divided into the following:
cabbage – 3,000 sqm, sweet pepper –
2,500 sqm, tomato – 2,500 sqm, squash –
1,000 sqm, and other crops – 1,000 sqm.

“This project did not just provide us a
livelihood opportunity but it also bridged us
to have a constant connection with the
members. We started to care for each other.
One member’s problems became ours too,”
Daisy added.

Piñan LGU through the Municipal
Agriculture Office provided additional
support to the association through
additional seeds, vermicompost, and
caretakers for the communal garden. The
additional workforce assured proper
management and application of technology.
### (Aimee Lou Madjus)
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Visayas Focal Person Dominador Marquez.

In the SAAD Saga Partners’ Forum, Director
Mula and stakeholders from DA and BFAR
provided vital recommendations to resolve
several concerns in the implementation and
derive strategies to help the beneficiaries
become self-sustaining even beyond the
project duration. The SAAD program’s aim
of mobilizing and empowering the farmers
and fishers in the countryside adheres to
the One DA Reform Agenda of the
department. ### (S.M.H. Toreno)



October 8, 2021

BISLIG CITY, October 8, 2021 — The
Department of Agriculture (DA) Region 13
awarded 6 Special Area for Agricultural
Development (SAAD) Program farmers and
fisherfolk beneficiaries from Surigao del Sur
and Agusan del Sur for their exceptional
project management during the Regional
SAAD Saga on October 5, 2021.

The culminating event of the three-part
forum gathered representatives from 12
SAAD-assisted farmers and fisherfolk
associations at the Bislig City Cultural and
Sports Center in Surigao del Sur. The event
was broadcasted via Google Meet with
participants from national and regional
counterparts.

On behalf of Bislig City Mayor Hon.
Florencio C. Garay, Executive Assistant III
Oscar B. Macua expressed his gratitude for
organizing the event in their city. “We are
honored to be a part of this forum as the
host city. We are happy and thankful
because the program also extended support
to our farmers.” The city is a recipient of
goat and free-range chicken production
projects.

As a relevant initiative, the forum provides
an avenue for information exchange,
knowledge sharing, and feedback among its
partners and relevant stakeholders.

In his welcome message, SAAD National
Program Director Myer G. Mula said
showcasing various enterprises developed
by the farmers is only one aspect of the
forum.

“Above all, ang pinaka importante dito ay
may pagkain ang mga beneficiaries natin
sa hapagkainan. Iyon po ang pinakabasic
na sinosolve po natin.” (It is important that
our beneficiaries have enough food. Such is
the primary goal of the program.)

DA Regional Executive Director Abel James
I. Monteagudo extended his appreciation to
the beneficiaries for their contribution to the
implementation of the program.

“Importante na mabigyan kayo ng
recognition dahil kayo ang susi sa
tagumpay ng programa. Kayong lahat ay
winner.” (You deserve all this recognition
because you are key players to the success
of the program. You are all winners.)

DA-Region 13 holds Regional SAAD Saga Forum;
awards 6 exemplary beneficiaries, associations

BFAR Assistant Regional Director Edgardo
P. Balambao added that the program is a
remarkable feat in helping the poor and
marginalized.

“The assistance will serve as the seed
capital that will eventually grow with the
continuous extension of our technical
support.”

Regional awardees

Six farmers’ associations from the
agriculture sector (DA) and six groups and
individuals from the fishery sector (Bureau
of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources)
qualified for the SAAD Saga Regional
Level.

The said beneficiaries were nominated and
evaluated at the provincial level based on
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their project management, accomplishments
and short-term results, innovativeness, and
sustainability efforts.

Another round of evaluation following the
same criteria was conducted at the regional
level. The following are the outstanding
beneficiaries in the region:

prize; Php 150,000 for the 2nd place; and
Php 120,000 for the 3rd place. The three
remaining non-placers took home
Php 60,000 worth of interventions as
consolation prizes.

Meanwhile, winners from the fishery sector
received Php 40,000 for the grand prize;
Php 30,000 for the 2nd place; and
Php 20,000 for the 3rd place.

The event concluded with closing remarks
by DA-SAAD Deputy Focal Person Jekem
D. Sanchez. “Congratulations to all the
winners. Thank you to our partners and
everyone that helped conduct the Regional
SAAD Saga. Daghang salamat.” ### (Mark
Angelo Pineda)

Finalists (non-placers):
· Muritula USAD Farmers’ Association (80
members) – San Luis
· Mag-uumang Manobo sa Hinapoyan
Association (50 members) – Carmen
· Cosep Peoples’ Organization (54
members) – Rosario

Fishery Sector

Grand winner – Marjhun Samson
(individual) – Esperanza

2nd Place – Doña Flavia Farmers and
Fisherfolk’ Association (84 members) – San
Luis

3rd Place – Soong Fisherfolk Association II
(20 members) – Tago

Finalists (non-placers):
· Vosbogart Acop (individual) – Sta. Josefa
· Samahan ng mga Mangingisda sa
Barcelona (23 members) – Lingig
· Joel Gatillo (individual) – Bayabas

The winners received plaques of
recognition, certificates of appreciation
(finalists), and additional SAAD livelihood
interventions through cash prizes.

Winning farmers associations received
projects worth Php 250,000 for the grand

Agriculture Sector

Grand winner – Cancavan Corn Growers
Association (21 members) – Carmen

2nd Place – Culiram SAAD Abaca Farmers’
Association (66 members) – Talacogon

3rd Place – Balete Chicken Growers
Association (31 members) – Bayabas



October 6, 2021

SURIGAO DEL SUR, October 5, 2021 —
The Department of Agriculture (DA) and
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR) recognized another set of
outstanding farmers and fishers of the
Special Area for Agricultural Development
(SAAD) Program during the SAAD Saga in
Surigao del Sur.

The second leg of the three-part SAAD
Saga gathered representatives from 27
SAAD-assisted farmers and fishers’ groups
and 9 representatives from partner local
government units in the province on
October 1 in Tandag City.

Seven farmers’ associations in the
agriculture sector (DA) engaging in poultry,
goat, and camote production; and five
groups and individuals from the fishery
sector (BFAR) engaging in milkfish and
tilapia production were nominated.

After both agencies conducted separate
evaluations, the following were identified as

the outstanding beneficiaries in the
province:

Agriculture Sector

· Balete Chicken Growers Association (31
members) – Bayabas
· Mag-uumang Manobo sa Hinapoyan
Association (50 members) – Carmen
· Cancavan Corn Growers Association (21
members) – Carmen

Fishery Sector

· Soong Fisherfolk Association II (20
members) – Tago
· Samahan ng mga Mangingisda sa
Barcelona (23 members) – Lingig
· Joel Gatillo (individual) – Bayabas

This year’s SAAD Saga focuses on
recognizing the exemplary beneficiaries of
the program in Surigao del Sur and Agusan
del Sur, both priority provinces of the SAAD
Program in Caraga. Top three implementers
from both provinces will compete once
again during the SAAD Saga regional.

SAAD Saga: DA Caraga recognizes
outstanding beneficiaries of Surigao del Sur

SAAD Saga Regional

The SAAD Saga regional level will be
conducted at Bislig City Cultural Center and
Sports Center on October 5. With the
unprecedented protocols related to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the culminating event
will follow a mixed approach: face-to-face
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and virtual.

Regional finalists from DA and BFAR, SAAD
regional implementers, select national
counterparts, and partners within the region
will join the event physically. Guests and
other relevant stakeholders outside Caraga
will participate via Google Meet conference.

The regional event will showcase products
from the finalists. Similar to the provincial
events, the top three project implementers
will be recognized at the end of the event.

Prizes worth of project will be allocated for
agriculture in the amount of Php 250,000 for
the grand winner, Php 150,000 for the 2nd,
and Php 120,000 for the 3rd. Meanwhile,
the three non-placers will receive
Php 60,000 worth of interventions as
consolation prizes.

However, for the fishery sector, BFAR will
award project to the following: 1st place –
Php 40,000; 2nd place – Php 30,000; and
3rd place – Php 20,000 worth of inputs.

The SAAD Saga is a relevant initiative of
the program as it focuses on enterprise
development. The event provides an
avenue for information exchange,
knowledge sharing, and feedback that can
determine the challenges in the
implementation and identify opportunities
for improvement. ### (Mark Angelo Pineda)



SAAD Saga: DA Region 13 recognizes
farmers and fishers of Agusan del Sur

to partner LGUs through the Municipal
Agriculture Offices (MAOs) for their
invaluable contribution in implementing the
program in the region since 2019.

SAAD Deputy Focal Person Jekem D.
Sanchez represented DA RED Monteagudo
while Provincial Fishery Officer Bimbo C.
Lagare facilitated the event on behalf of
BFAR Regional Director Usop D.
Pendaliday.

Exemplary farmers and fisherfolks

Four (4) farmers’ associations from the
agriculture (DA) sector and five (5) fisherfolk
groups or individuals from the fishery
(BFAR) were nominated for the SAAD Saga
in Agusan del Sur.

Both agencies conducted separate
evaluations to identify the exemplary
beneficiaries in the province . The following
are the top 3 groups or individuals who will
form part of the finalists for the SAAD Saga
Regional.

Agriculture Sector

· Culiram SAAD Abaca Farmers’
Association (66 members) – Talacogon
· Muritula USAD Farmers’ Association (80
members) – San Luis
· Cosep Peoples’ Organization (54
members) – Rosario

Fishery Sector

· Doña Flavia Farmers and Fisherfolk’
Association (84 members) – San Luis
· Marjhun Samson (individual) – Esperanza
· Vosbogart Acop (individual) – Sta. Josefa

On October 1, the DA and BFAR will again
identify three beneficiaries each in Surigao
del Sur to complete the six finalists for the
SAAD Saga Regional scheduled on
October 5 at Bislig City Cultural and Sports
Center. ### (Mark Angelo Pineda)
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September 30, 2021

AGUSAN DEL SUR, September 30, 2021
— The Department of Agriculture (DA) and
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR) recognized exceptional Special
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD)
farmers- and fisherfolk-beneficiaries during
the first leg of the three-part SAAD Saga in
Caraga.

Fifteen groups and individuals as well as 9
representatives from partner local
government units (LGUs) of the program in
Agusan del Sur participated in the event
conducted in San Francisco municipality on
September 29.

The SAAD Saga is a forum for policy
discussions, knowledge exchange, and
product promotion. Relative to the COVID-

19 restrictions, this year’s edition focuses
on recognizing the exemplary beneficiaries
of the program at the provincial and regional
levels. The latter includes product
showcasing with limited participants.

In a virtual message, DA Regional
Executive Director (RED) Abel James I.
Monteagudo said the SAAD Saga
emphasizes how the DA values the
contribution of its partners and
stakeholders.

“With or without the pandemic, the SAAD
Program is committed to its goal to help
alleviate poverty incidence and assist in
empowering the farmers and fisherfolk in
the region,” Director Monteagudo
expressed.

Certificates of appreciation were presented



June 2, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, May 31, 2021 –
Iraya-Mangyan beneficiaries received food
packs through the Handog-Tulong
Pasasalamat para sa mga Magsasakang
Katutubo community pantry of the
Department of Agriculture – Special Area for
Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) and
the local government unit (LGU).

The community pantry distributed 125 food
packs to members of three SAAD farmers’
associations namely: Sitio Hinugasan
Cassava Planters Association (SHCPA),
Katutubong Kambingan sa Hinugasan
Farmers Association (KatuKamHiFA), and
Veggie Harrison Farmers Association
(VHFA) in Sitio Hinugasan, Brgy. Harrison,
Paluan.

Aside from the food packs, the DA-SAAD
pantry also fed around 100 children
belonging to the Iraya-Mangyan community.

To maintain safety protocols, the donated
funds aside from the food donations were
converted to goods and were packed
equally to accommodate 125 beneficiaries.

The recipients were then provided stubs to
avoid close contact and double allocation.
Meanwhile, the feeding program’s donated
food (bread and soup) was also distributed
to secure safety and sanitation.

OIC Paluan Municipal Agriculturist James
Patrick Pedraza, Iraya-Mangyan IP
community Mayor Piling Villanueva, and
SAAD staff assisted during the activity.

According to SAAD Project Evaluation
Officer IV Josephine de Sales, the said
activity is part of the Farmers and
Fisherfolks Month celebration in May to
show gratitude to the contribution of the
farmers from the indigenous cultural

communities/indigenous peoples (ICC/IPs)
to food security especially during the
pandemic.

In his message, Agricultural Program
Coordinating Officer (APCO) Gerardo L.
Laredo encouraged the beneficiaries to
continue nourishing the livelihood awarded
to them.

“Sa paglawak ng SAAD sa ating probinsiya,
patuloy po kaming humihingi ng inyong
suporta sa mga susunod pang programa na
darating,” Mr. Laredo shared.

The leaders of the three associations,
namely: Jabin Sambutan Villanueva
(KatuKamHiFA), Alex Reyes (SHCPA), and
Apple Gatmaitan (VHFA) expressed their
gratitude on behalf of their group, for the
recognition and assistance dedicated to
their community.

OccMin wrap-up Farmers and Fisherfolk Month
through a community pantry and feeding program

“Kami po ay nagpapasalamat sa pagpunta
ng SAAD dito sa aming lugar upang
magbigay ng handog-tulong sa amin.
Malaking tulong po ito. Patuloy po naming
pauunlarin ang mga ibinigay sa amin ng
SAAD,” they shared.

While the indigenous people remain to be
among the most marginalized sectors in the
country, SAAD recognizes their ability to
enrich potential had they been provided
with sufficient and proper assistance.

The SHCPA focused on cassava farming
while the VHFA produced pinakbet
vegetables. Meanwhile, KatuKamHiFa
engaged in goat production. ### (Dianne
Francis Sy)
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Farmers in Samar join
“Tabo in the City. Pa–Merkado”

Hilaba Farmers Association from Marabut.

Among the products displayed were table
eggs, salted eggs, and pop-rice produced
by Cantongtong Agrarian Rice Farmers
Association, a recipient of farm machinery
and equipment as well as Swine Production
Project.

Moreover, Provincial Agriculturist (PA) Anita
Taran and Assistant Provincial Agriculturist
Reynaldo Robin said, “Ha amon
pakig–atubang han mga parag–uma,
mahinungdanon an katititrok kay dinhi
namon na–istoryahan ug natagan hin tukib
nga pagtagad an mga isyu mahiunong han
ira pag–uma.” (In our dialogue with the
farmers, it was a significant event because
it was there that issues in farming were
discussed and given due attention/
consideration.)

Through the PLGU and SAAD’s
commitment to extend every assistance
they can provide to help the marginalized
farmers, even the most isolated barangay
and coastal areas were visited by the staff
to render assistance and monitor farmers’
groups to aid them in marketing their
products in the tabo.

According to PA Taran, the event was
successful. With that, they are now looking
into conducting regular features of
agricultural products from local farmers
possibly every Saturday. ### (Joel Pedraza)
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May 11, 2021

SAMAR, May 02, 2021 – Department of
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural
Development (DA-SAAD) Program farmers’
associations joined a provincial-wide
agricultural festival in Samar showcasing
their agricultural produce in celebration of
the National Farmers and Fisherfolk’s
Month.

The Samar Provincial Local Government
Unit (PLGU) through the Provincial Tourism
Office and the Office of the Provincial
Agriculturist initiated the “Tabo in the City.
Pa–Merkado” fair to showcase local farmers’
products.

The activity coincided with the Samar
Province Food Month celebration, featuring
agricultural products locally grown and
sourced. The combined festivals were held
at the Capitol Grounds, Imelda Park,
Catbalogan City from April 28 to May 2.

The festival featured one large consolidated

farmers’ market, along with live music,
crafts, non–profit showcase, educational
exhibits, and wholesome family activities. It
is also a celebration of thanksgiving for
farmers and other stakeholders for the
blessings of a bountiful harvest.

The SAAD Samar team readily mobilized
the program beneficiaries to display and sell
their poultry products during the five–day
celebration.

Twenty-five (25) associations from different
areas in the province participated in the
farmers’ market fair. From this, five SAAD
associations answered the call of the
organizers and brought their products to the
mounted SAAD booth.

They are Mahayagnon Farmers
Multipurpose Cooperative from Catbalogan
City; Cantongtong United Youth Association
from Jiabong; Cantongtong Agrarian Rice
Farmers Association from Jiabong; San
Jose de Buan Integrated Farmers
Association from San Jose de Buan; and



April 12, 2021

LEYTE– The Department of Agriculture
(DA) – Special Area for Agricultural
Development (SAAD) Program in Region 8
actively participated in the Kadiwa ni Ani at
Kita: A Gardening & Fresh Local Produce
Fair by Women at the Exhibit Area, 2/F
Robinsons North Tacloban, Tacloban City.
The fair ran from March 18 to 21.

It is “all systems go” for the women
exhibitors for the festive event, with
buntings and carts filled with fresh and
processed commodities from the farm.

Commodities vary from fresh and salted
eggs, bananas, different fruits and
vegetables, sticky rice, ube, brewed coffee,
vinegar, handicrafts made of indigenous
products, miniature plants, fish products,
among other things.

A total of 10 women’s associations from the
Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA), Office
of the Provincial Agriculturist (OPA – Leyte,
DA – Agribusiness Marketing and
Assistance Division (AMAD), DA Region 8’s
SAAD Program, and individual micro-
entrepreneurs participated in the event.

SAAD beneficiaries who participated in the
said event earned a total of Php 58,036.

About the event

The activity celebrates hardworking
women–farmers and their families who
support their husbands to bring additional
income to the family.

It is held in conjunction with the annual
commemoration of Women’s Month, which
is usually observed every March, with the
theme: “Juana, Bida Ka sa Kadiwa ni Ani at
Kita,” and sub-theme: “Juana Laban sa
Pandemya: Kaya! #WomenMakeChange.”

During the program, DA Secretary William
D. Dar delivered his virtual Message of
Support exhorting women to produce more
to benefit, not only the consuming public,
but also their families and associations.

The farmers strive to earn alternative
income in the face of the prolonged
COVID-19 pandemic and African Swine
Fever (ASF) that devastated the country’s
hog industry. According to him, this
marketing vehicle will be continued by
improving on their logistical and funding
requirements.

The opportunity to engage in the fair is a
boon to the women–farmers who are
struggling to earn alternative income to tide
over their family’s finances due to
increasing prices of almost all food items,
services, and household expenses.

It also poses a continuing challenge to them
to improve on the quality of their products,
stabilize pricing, look for viable markets,
and level up their marketing and
entrepreneurial skills. ### (Michael Dabuet)

KADIWA ni Ani at Kita: an enabling environment for
women micro-entrepreneurs
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Province/Produce Quantity Unit of
Measure

Price/Unit
(Php)

Sales
(Php)

Western Samar
Ube “Kinampay” 20 kilogram 35.00 700.00
Pilit “Tapul” 53 kilogram 70.00 3,710.00
Salted Eggs 300 piece 12.00 3,600.00
Fresh Chicken Eggs (medium) 10 tray 190.00 1,900.00
Fresh Chicken Eggs (large) 18 tray 200.00 3,600.00
Southern Leyte
Salted Eggs 348 piece 12.00 4,176.00
Leyte
Fresh Chicken Eggs (small) 6 tray 180.00 1,080.00
Fresh Chicken Eggs (medium) 49 tray 190.00 9,310.00
Fresh Chicken Eggs (large) 115 tray 200.00 23,000.00
Fresh Chicken Eggs (extra large) 30 tray 210.00 6,300.00
Fresh Chicken Eggs (jumbo) 3 tray 220.00 660.00
Total 58,036.00

Table 101. SAAD Beneficiaries’ Income from Kadiwa ni Ani at Kita: A Gardening &
Fresh Local Produce Fair by Women



Assessments, Meetings, and Updates
AFP proposes livelihood projects to

DA-SAAD for 7 barangays in Patikul, Sulu
SAAD Bicol reports 100% physical

accomplishment in 2021

December 18, 2021

BICOL, December 15, 2021 – The
Department of Agriculture – Special Area for
Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) Bicol
reported a projected 100% physical
accomplishment for this year’s target
agricultural interventions initiatives during
the region’s year-end assessment.

The assessment, conducted in Naga City on
December 13, aimed at evaluating the
status of project deliveries and target
accomplishments of its covered provinces –
Catanduanes, Masbate, and Sorsogon.

The regional team reviewed the
implementation and set the directions for
2022.

SAAD Bicol capped off a strong year with
the delivery of the machines before the year
ends completing its target projects’
implementation.

As of November 30, 2021, SAAD Bicol data,
the region delivered 42 projects under the

Rice, Corn, High-Value Crops, Organic
Agriculture, and Livestock Production and
Enterprise Development. There are 88
specialized training conducted, benefitted
1,430 individual beneficiaries, and 152
active farmers’ associations (FA) with 5,505
members. There are 17 established
associations whose members are about to
graduate from the program, and 45 out of
the 152 FAs are women-led, while there are
7 FAs led and organized by the indigenous
cultural communities (ICCs).

Financial obligation is at 89.76%, while the
disbursement is at 60.40%.

Provincial Coordinators presented their
physical accomplishments, updates on
established enterprises, and a list of SAAD
associations ready for graduation from
various projects of the DA-SAAD for 2022.

There were already established and partially
established enterprises in the three covered
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December 21, 2021

QUEZON CITY, December 20, 2021 –
Colonel Taharudin Ampatuan of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AFP) met with
Department of Agriculture – Special Area for
Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD)
Program Director Myer Mula to discuss the
status of the peace and order situation in
Patikul, Sulu and plans on the
implementation of projects in the area.

Col. Ampatuan of the 1103rd Battalion
Patikul Deputy Brigade Commander visited
the office on December 17.

Sulu became a beneficiary of the SAAD
Program in 2018 and covered 6
municipalities, one of which is Patikul. Two
out of 9 barangays (Kabbon Takas and
Pansul) are recipients of the Layer Chicken
Egg Production Project in 2021.

The military fully supported the project.
Aside from providing security, the army
bought eggs from the community.

Col. Ampatuan proposed for the DA-SAAD
to implement its livelihood projects in the
remaining 7 barangays (Bakung,
Panglayahan, Tugas, Latih, Bunkaong,
Maligay, Sitio Darayan, and Buhanginan)
since families displaced by skirmishes

between the army and the rebel group have
now returned to their communities as part of
the Balik Barangay Program. In support to
this request, the produce will be acquired by
the Battalion Station as its market outlet to
assure income by the beneficiaries.

According to Col. Ampatuan, they reclaimed
9 conflict-displaced barangays and about
80% has been secured. He also added that
almost 200 rebels surrendered in less than
a year. Those who surrendered were
endorsed to the Halfway Home Program
where they underwent social preparation
before going back to their communities.

Aside from maintaining peace and order in
the province, the armed forces aim to
establish a Muslim community to deter
residents from joining rebel groups. This is
also to counter the rebel group’s
propaganda seeking an independent
Islamic state.

Dir. Mula assured Col. Ampatuan that he will
support the proposal based on the needs of
the beneficiaries through the conduct of
social preparation. He also suggested the
endorsement of the proposals to the current
partner of the DA-SAAD, the Turkish
Cooperation and Coordination Agency
(TIKA) Philippines. ### (Billy Jervis Narag)

continue to next page



provinces, and those partially established
will remain recipients of interventions from
the program.

On the other hand, the established
enterprises of the SAAD beneficiaries, with
some of them already linked to the
Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) and
other government agencies, will no longer
receive a package of interventions from the
DA-SAAD as per its guidelines but will still
be monitored, linked, and endorsed to the
regular programs of the DA. Hence, the
SAAD beneficiaries for graduation will be
replaced by new associations.

SAAD Sorsogon headed by Provincial
Coordinator Mary Rose A. Detera was the
sole province that identified 17 associations
from Donsol, Juban, Magallanes, Matnog,
Pilar, and Sta. Magdalena ready to graduate
as SAAD beneficiaries. The 17 associations
composed of 717 individuals are recipients
of rice, corn, high-value crops, organic, and
duck projects.

Provincial Coordinator Jose M. Barquero
from Masbate and Melrose B. Buetre from
Catanduanes also presented the same
updates. Beneficiaries of the DA-SAAD
from the two provinces will still receive
interventions for 2022.

SAAD Information Technology (IT) Officer

Jonathan Claro said the updating of the
beneficiaries’ profiles is ongoing. Mr. Claro
is closely coordinating with the IT officers
from the national office for the completion of
the profile of all the SAAD beneficiaries
from 2018 to 2021.

The profiling will create a database to assist
the DA-SAAD personnel in the monitoring of
the beneficiaries and projects delivered by
the program.

Regional Executive Director Rodel P.
Tornilla was also present during the
assessment. He recalled what was then the
Regional Executive Director Elena De Los
Santos told the SAAD pioneer staff, “isip at
puso” [mind and heart] wayback 2018 when
the program started in the region.

Director Tornilla reiterated to work with
heart in reaching the farmers because most
likely, the rural marginalized farmers are
first-time beneficiaries who will be involved
and tapped for a development initiative.

SAAD Bicol Action Officer Dr. Mary Grace
DP. Rodriguez also showed full support to
the program and staff by attending the
activity and inspiring them to value the
program and continue the good
performance.

Agricultural Program Coordinating Officer
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(APCO) of Masbate Wilfredo J. Nelmida and
APCO of Catanduanes Rafael S.
Magallanes also attended the assessment.

During the afternoon session, Information
Officer Angelica A. Blanco presented the
number of published articles per province
and set a working plan for 2022 for more
efficient public relations and
communications activities.

Meanwhile, to further improve the delivery
and implementation of projects, SAAD
Report Officer Maribeth A. Mangalino
presented the general observations on the
recently concluded Regional Result-Based
Monitoring and Evaluation Rapid Appraisal
(RBMERA) in Catanduanes and Sorsogon.

During the RBMERA, the DA-SAAD Bicol
was able to grasp other needs of the
beneficiaries such as training on values
formation, and financial literacy aside from
the enterprise development training given
by the DA-SAAD.

The training will assist the beneficiaries in
having an organized and stable
organization. The direction from the focus
on the individual to the association also has
a great impact on the beneficiaries. As an
association, they were provided with

interventions in which the group could
manage together and unite in developing
their enterprise.

For the next year’s RBMERA, Masbate will
be included which will be led by SAAD
national office.

The year-end assessment is one of the
activities of the SAAD Bicol that aims to
harmonize project implementation of the
program, assess the achievement of targets
per province, and provide updates on
important SAAD activities. ### (Angelica
Blanco)



DA-SAAD obligates 84% of Php 1.49B
budget in 2021
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December 6, 2021

PALAWAN, December 6, 2021 – The
Department of Agriculture – Special Area for
Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD)
Program reported an obligation of 84% of its
FY 2021 General Appropriations Act (GAA)
allotted fund amounting to Php 1.49 billion
(Table 1) during the FY 2021 Year-End
Assessment conducted from November 29
to December 3 in Puerto Princesa,
Palawan.

The SAAD Program is implemented by two
operating units – the DA for the agriculture
sector and the DA-Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources (BFAR) for the fishery
sector.

Agriculture Sector

The top three out of 11 regional DA-SAAD
operating units for obligation rate are
Region 8 (97%), Cordillera Administrative
Region (CAR) [93%], and Region 5 (90%).

Obligation means commitment of funds for
the purchase of goods and services to fulfill
activities for DA-SAAD’s major components
such as program management, social
preparation, production and livelihood
interventions, and marketing assistance and
enterprise development.

Meanwhile, the program disbursed 53% or
Php 599 million of the obligated funds. The
top three regional operating units for the
disbursement rate are Region 9 (88%),
Region 12 (79%), and CAR (70%).
Disbursement means funds are paid to the
suppliers.

With the utilized funds for the agriculture
sector, the program accomplished the
following:

· 682 social preparation activities for 9,688
farmers and 297 groups with 3,610
members;
· 903 specialized training for 27,769
farmers;
· 500 livelihood projects for 3,516 farmers
and 1,271 groups with 43,718 members;
and
· 126 community-based enterprises for 128
groups with 3,940 members.

With limitations, changes, and challenges
brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic,
all regional implementers realigned some
funds to adjust their operations.

SAAD Director Myer Mula reminded them
that fund realignment is acceptable as long
as it will be used for the provision of
livelihood projects or any substantial activity
for the benefit of the beneficiaries.

SAAD
Operating Unit

Allotment
(Php)

Obligation
(Php)

%
Obligation

Disbursement
(Php)

%
Disbursement

Total 1,492,782,000.00 1,249,236,961.00 84 668,490,492.00 54
Agriculture 1,365,147,000.00 1,131,640,280.00 83 599,876,930.00 53
Fishery 127,635,000.00 117,596,681.00 92 68,613,562.00 58

Table 102. Overall SAAD Financial Accomplishment in 2021 as of November 30, 2021

continue to next page

SAAD
Operating Unit

Allotment
(Php)

Obligation
(Php)

%
Obligation

Disbursement
(Php)

%
Disbursement

Total 1,365,147,000.00 1,131,640,000.00 83 599,877,000.00 53
NPMO 37,186,000.00 16,533,000.00 44 12,860,000.00 78
CAR 203,100,000.00 188,945,000.00 93 131,853,000.00 70
MIMAROPA Region 81,100,000.00 51,900,000.00 64 27,143,000.00 52
Region 5 178,317,000.00 160,059,000.00 90 95,933,000.00 60
Region 6 108,545,000.00 88,422,000.00 81 57,591,000.00 65
Region 7 102,672,000.00 76,977,000.00 75 21,692,000.00 28
Region 8 192,348,000.00 186,337,000.00 97 52,844,000.00 28
Region 9 113,111,000.00 100,898,000.00 89 89,143,000.00 88
Region 10 89,373,000.00 76,702,000.00 86 8,318,000.00 11
Region 11 56,298,000.00 42,231,000.00 75 5,731,000.00 14
Region 12 144,800,000.00 100,227,000.00 69 78,883,000.00 79
Caraga Region 58,297,000.00 42,409,000.00 73 17,886,000.00 42
*NPMO – National Program Management Office

Table 103. FY 2021 Annual Agriculture Sector Fund Utilization



Fishery Sector

The implementation of the SAAD Program
for the fishery sector is managed by the
BFAR, an attached bureau of the DA.

BFAR-SAAD Alternate Focal Person Arnel
Villanueva reported 92.14% obligation out
of Php 127 million budget in 2021. From the
Php 117 million obligated funds, 58.35%
were already disbursed (Table 105).

With the utilized funds for the fishery sector,

the program accomplished the following:
· 45 social preparation activities for 139
fishers and 92 groups with 1,934 members;
· 66 specialized training for 2,370 fishers;
· 69 livelihood projects for 4,626 fishers and
· 146 groups with 4,017 members; and
· 11 community-based enterprises for 11
groups with 792 members.

Since BFAR’s implementation is limited to
three years per covered province, the
program will no longer receive budget in
2022 if its proposed funds will be
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disapproved.

What to expect in 2022
FYs 2023-2028 Strategic Planning
Workshop

With a possibility to be extended for another
6 years of implementation, which was
backed up by two House Resolutions
through the Committee on Rural
Development led by Representative Elisa
Kho, the DA-SAAD will conduct a workshop
to improvise plans and projections for FYs

2023 to 2028.

SAAD national Planning, Monitoring, and
Evaluation unit head Darwin Pamatmat
said, “We will craft plans and projections
based on the learnings and evaluation from
the first implementation.”

The selection of areas will be based on the
Philippine Statistics Authority’s (PSA)
highest poverty incidence among families at
the municipal level in 2018, among other
criteria.

SAAD
Operating Unit

Social Preparation
Activities

Specialized
Training

Livelihood
Projects

Community Based
Enterprises

Total 682 903 500 126
CAR 34 219 151 18
MIMAROPA Region 8 5 18 9
Region 5 0 88 42 12
Region 6 38 161 70 3
Region 7 45 70 13 0
Region 8 350 62 30 14
Region 9 15 23 79 36
Region 10 0 6 41 0
Region 11 2 148 8 0
Region 12 186 86 15 29
Caraga Region 4 35 33 5

Table 104. FY 2021 Annual Agriculture Sector Physical Accomplishment
SAAD

Operating Unit
Social Preparation

Activities
Specialized

Training
Livelihood
Projects

Community Based
Enterprises

Total 45 66 127 11
CAR 0 32 64 0
MIMAROPA Region 11 0 16 0
Region 5 0 0 0 0
Region 6 0 0 15 2
Region 7 10 2 8 0
Region 8 0 0 0 0
Region 9 0 0 0 0
Region 10 0 0 9 6
Region 11 7 12 7 0
Region 12 0 0 0 0
Caraga Region 17 20 8 3

Table 106. FY 2021 Annual Fishery Sector Physical Accomplishment

SAAD
Operating Unit

Allotment
(Php)

Obligation
(Php)

%
Obligation

Disbursement
(Php)

%
Disbursement

Total 127,635,000.00 117,596,682.00 92.14 68,613,562.00 58.35
Central Office 1,840,000.00 982,764.00 53.41 877,317.00 89.27
CAR 21,633,000.00 20,691,810.00 95.65 16,790,681.00 81.15
MIMAROPA Region 11,200,000.00 9,368,294.00 83.65 5,779,442.00 61.69
Region 5 2,180,000.00 2,024,950.00 92.89 1,580,972.00 78.07
Region 6 21,500,000.00 20,114,689.00 93.56 6,388,833.00 31.76
Region 7 15,855,000.00 15,600,102.00 98.39 9,410,435.00 60.32
Region 8 2,300,000.00 1,750,392.00 76.10 1,538,246.00 87.88
Region 9 260,000.00 0 0 0 0
Region 10 23,260,000.00 21,132,805.00 90.85 16,924,611.00 80.09
Region 11 3,560,000.00 3,272,692.00 91.93 1,665,224.00 50.88
Region 12 947,000.00 725,746.00 76.64 414,700.00 57.14
Caraga Region 23,100,000.00 21,932,438.00 94.95 7,243,101.00 33.02

Table 105. FY 2021 Annual Fishery Sector Fund Utilization



especially beneficiaries who established
multiplier farms and hatcheries, as they can
join the procurement process as suppliers.

Read SAAD proposes community
participation procurement toward
participatory governance

It will also help reduce mortality rates on
animals, transportation and procurement
costs, and instances of failed biddings;
address the supply and demand gap of live
animals to avoid delays in purchase and
delivery; and sustain and empower local
farmers and fisherfolk’s income.

Terminal Evaluation

A third-party institution will conduct the
terminal evaluation of the program as it
reaches its final phase. It is an overall
assessment by researchers, who can
scientifically look into SAAD’s performance
– of how best it served the objectives for
which it was launched.

Transition Planning Workshop

Since the program will end in 2022,
transition planning will be done to help
ensure that the gains of the SAAD will
continue. ### (Jhomai Canlas)
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Results-Based Monitoring and
Evaluation Rapid Appraisal (RBMERA)

The SAAD national office will continue the
conduct of RBMERA, a monitoring and
evaluation activity which started in 2021.
The regional offices will endorse group
beneficiaries who encounter challenges on
project implementation. The national office
will then assess the beneficiaries on the
ground through focused group discussion
and produce policy recommendations to
address problems or provide support.

Planning, Monitoring, and Evaluation
(PME) Community-Based Enterprise
(CBE) Evaluation

Turning farmers and fisherfolk into
agripreneurs and establishing CBEs are
essential in the SAAD Program to ensure
the increase in food production and
contribution to poverty alleviation on its 30
priority provinces.

With the same goal as the RBMERA, the
SAAD national office will conduct PME CBE
Evaluation activities to assess the
enterprises already established or being
developed. As of October 14, 2021, the
SAAD Program already established 171
CBEs managed by 171 groups with 6,081
members in the agriculture and fishery
sectors.

Partnership with DSWD on Zero Hunger

SAAD Deputy Director Ulysses Lustria, Jr.
discussed the partnership with the
Department of Social Welfare and
Development’s (DSWD) Zero Hunger –
Enhanced Partnership Against Hunger and
Poverty (EPAHP) for Program Convergence
Budgeting (PCB) projects in FY 2022.

Funded under DSWD’s Sustainable
Livelihood Program, the DA-SAAD was
included on the PCB projects along 14 other
agencies to link, harmonize, and
synchronize the timing of critical program
interventions.

A total of 1,000 SAAD beneficiaries
belonging to the 5th and 6th income
classes, Geographically Isolated and
Disadvantaged Areas (GIDA), or places with
the highest poverty incidences from 17
provinces in 5 regions were selected for the
program. Each beneficiary is expected to
receive Php 15,000 livelihood grant.

The DA and DSWD will enter into a
memorandum of agreement in January
2022 to kick start the program
implementation.

Community Participation Procurement
(CPP)

The DA-SAAD streamlined its CPP
guidelines based on the Government
Procurement Policy Board’s (GPPB)
Resolution 18-2021.

The document is expected to be finalized
before the year ends for the implementers to
use CPP as an alternative procurement
modality for acquiring agriculture and
fishery inputs, simple infrastructure projects,
and labor-only contracts.

CPP is advantageous not just for the
program but also to the local communities,



November 5, 2021

KALINGA, November 3, 2021 – The
Department of Agriculture – Special Area for
Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD)
Program in Kalinga identified eight
additional barangays for the 2021 swine
repopulation program aimed at stabilizing
hog population and supply in the province.

The province currently serves 9 barangays
for the SAAD Swine Repopulation Program
(Balbalan Proper, Dao-angan, Maling, and
Mabaca in Balbalan, Mabaca in Tanudan,
and Pugong, Cagaluan, Guina-ang and
Malucsad in Pasil). The additional
barangays are, namely: Lower Uma in
Lubuagan; Balenciagao Norte in Pasil;
Balbalasang, in Balbalan; San Quintin, in
Rizal; and Ambato, Mallango, Belong, and
Ngibat, in Tinglayan. In total, the
repopulation project is now serving 17
barangays in Kalinga.
The community orientation commenced on
October 20 in Brgy. Lower Uma and
Balenciagao Norte followed by Balbalasang
and Ngibat. The other four areas’ orientation
will follow a week after.

In Lubuagan, Municipal Agriculturist Charlie
Osdeg briefed the participants on the
background of the program in the
municipality.

SAAD staff Charity Sibayan oriented the
participants about the Program and its
guidelines on beneficiary selection.
Guidelines emphasized that the project –
swine repopulation – is for the existing
reared swine and only consists of feeds,
biologics inputs, and training, not swine
stocks.

The swine repopulation seeks to prevent the
spread of the African Swine Fever (ASF)
virus and increase the number of hogs in
areas by providing feed supply good for one

DA-SAAD Kalinga expands area for
swine repopulation program

Region 13 to hold its first
SAAD Saga forum
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cycle to 10 existing sows in the barangay. In
return, the selected 10 beneficiaries are to
roll over two piglets each to the 20 next-in-
line beneficiaries.

“Mapaadu nga sigurado ti babuy ditoy
barangay mi ta gasem jay 20 nga ma-pass-
onan aggapu ti 10 nga umuna nga
beneficiaries. Mabalin kamin tun agsupply
iti sabali nga barangay ditoy Lubuagan nu
mapadpaadu mintu pay (The hogs will
surely be repopulated here in our barangay
with the 20 households to receive piglets
from the first 10 beneficiaries. We can then
supply other barangays here in Lubuagan
after we further increase their number),”
Catalina Gumilam, a participant, shared her
sentiments about the project brought to their
area.

In Balbalan, an End Local Communist
Armed Conflict (ELCAC) area,
representatives from the Armed Forces of
the Philippines also attended the orientation
in Brgy. Balbalasang to show support.

The SAAD team also started long listing
prospect beneficiaries in the four areas
which are for validation with the help of
respective barangay local government unit
staff. ### (Sheena Phine Pisco-Dayagon)

September 23, 2021

QUEZON CITY, September 22, 2021 – To
recognize the exceptional farmer and
fisherfolk beneficiaries of the Department of
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural
Development (DA-SAAD) Program, the
Agriculture (DA) and Fishery (BFAR)
sectors in Region 13 (Caraga) will hold its
first SAAD Saga event.

The SAAD Saga is a partners’ forum
featuring the success stories and project
management strategies of the beneficiaries
(group and individual) towards an

enterprise. The finalists will set up booths to
showcase their products.

Prior to the main SAAD Saga event on
October 5, 2021, two separate events will
be conducted in Agusan del Sur on
September 29 and in Surigao del Sur on
October 1. Both sectors will evaluate all its
assisted farmers and fishers (17 groups –
607 members and 4 individuals) at the
provincial level and will be recognized at the
regional level.

In accordance with the CoViD health and
safety protocols, the National SAAD Saga

continue to next page

will be attended by the participants
physically and virtually at Bislig City Cultural
and Sports Center, Bislig City, Surigao del
Sur.

The nominated groups and individuals are
the following:

DA-SAAD Agusan del Sur
· Culiram SAAD Abaca Farmers’
Association, 66 members
· Muritula USAD Farmers’ Association, 80
members
· Candiis SAAD Cacao Farmers’
Association, 54 members
· Cosep Peoples’ Organization, 40 members
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SAAD proposes 2022 program
implementationDA-SAAD Surigao del Sur

· Balete Chicken Growers Association, 31
members
· Cabugo Chicken Production Association,
20 members
· Sote Bayabas Farmers Association, 20
members
· Mag-uumang Manobo sa Hinapoyan
Association, 50 members
· Antao Swine Raisers Association, 23
members
· Cancavan Corn Growers Association, 21
members
· Pamian Timberland Farmers Association,
20 members

BFAR- SAAD Agusan del Sur
· Piglawigan Fisherfolk Fishcage Operator
Association, 15 members
· Doña Flavia Farmers and Fisherfolk
Association, 84 members
· Vosbogart Acop (individual beneficiary)
· Jobert Rivera (individual beneficiary)
· Marjhun Samson (individual beneficiary)

BFAR- SAAD Surigao del Sur
· Soong Fisherfolk Association, 20 members
· Ganga Baybay Association, 20 members
· Samahan ng mga Mangingisda sa
Barcelona, 23 members
· Tina Lagoon Fisherfolk Association, 20
members
· Joel C. Gatillo (individual beneficiary)

SAAD is committed to alleviating the
poverty situation in its priority provinces to
meet DA’s twin goals of Masaganang Ani at
Mataas na Kita by supporting the
beneficiaries in developing agri-enterprises
in their communities. ### (Natalianne Marie
Delos Reyes)

August 31, 2021

QUEZON CITY, August 30, 2021 – The
Special Area for Agricultural Development
(SAAD) Program of the Department of
Agriculture (DA) planned its last year of
implementation, 2022.

The SAAD national and regional staff met
physically and virtually in an event
conducted from August 23 to 27 in Lubao,
Pampanga.

During the event, the 11 SAAD operating
units crafted financial, physical, and
monthly disbursement targets.

Meanwhile, the national office headed by
Deputy Director Ulysses J. Lustria Jr. and
assisted by the Planning, Monitoring, and
Evaluation (PME) team reviewed the
proposals for further improvement.

Since SAAD aims to turn beneficiaries into

agripreneurs, the PME team also advised all
operating units to include targets for the
establishment of community-based
enterprises.

The Department of Budget and
Management (DBM) requires the
submission of the Budget Execution
Documents (BED) No. 1, 2, and 3 as further
basis on the endorsement for approval and
releasing of General Appropriations Act
(GAA) funds.

The accomplished BED forms shall facilitate
the prompt implementation of the program
by the timely release of funds and conduct
of early procurement activities.

The forms shall be submitted to DBM before
the start of the House Committee hearings
for the deliberation of FY 2022 DA
proposals. ### (Jhomai Canlas)



August 27, 2021

BUTUAN CITY, August 26, 2021—Special
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD)
Program Director Myer G. Mula joined the
Department of Agriculture (DA) and Bureau
of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR)
to assess the program implementation in
Caraga (Region 13).

DA-SAAD Deputy Focal Person Jekem D.
Sanchez and BFAR Assistant Regional
Director Edgardo P. Balambao presented
the accomplishments of the program in the
agriculture and fishery sectors as of mid-
2021 in Butuan on August 23.

Among the accomplishments reported by
the agriculture sector was the conduct of 27
crop and animal management training in the
first half of 2021. The program also
identified 8 farmers’ groups to become
established agripreneurs by 2022.

Meanwhile, BFAR-SAAD reported
organizing 1,573 fisherfolk into 85 groups
as recipients of aquaculture projects and
another 192 into 10 associations for capture
livelihood projects.

This 2021, the fishery sector is focusing on

providing processing tools and equipment,
as well as conducting value-adding training
to strengthen the processing and marketing
endeavors of its beneficiaries.

Director Mula and representatives from the
Bureau of Agriculture and Fisheries
Standards (BAFS) also conducted a focused
group discussion on the Participatory
Guarantee System (PGS) participated by
select personnel from DA-Caraga
Regulatory Division and Organic Agriculture
Program.

According to Director Mula, the system is
beneficial for associations venturing into
organic farming.

Aside from the conduct of the regional
meeting, Director Mula’s three-day visit in
Caraga from August 23 to 25 is to monitor
progress of the four SAAD-assisted farmers
and fishers associations from the

municipalities of Bayabas and Tago in
Surigao del Sur, and Talacogon and San
Luis in Agusan del Sur. ### (Mark Angelo
Pineda)

National Program Director meets with
Regional Implementers in Caraga

SAAD’s 2021 Mid-year
Accomplishment Report
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August 16, 2021

SUBIC, August 16, 2021 – To evaluate the
mid-year performance of the Department of
Agriculture (DA) – Special Area for
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program
for 2021, the national office hosted an event
in Subic, Zambales from August 9 to 13.

The activity aims to discuss each SAAD
region’s accomplishments, issues, and
plans to further improve the program’s
implementation as it approaches its
culmination in 2022.

“We have to set aside the fear and focus on
serving those who are in need – the farmers
and fisherfolk. We only have one and a half
years to go and we have to assess what we
still have to do,” said SAAD Director Myer
Mula to the online and onsite participants.

Financial and Physical Accomplishments

Agriculture Sector

The agriculture sector has a total budget
allocation of Php 1.3 billion for 2021. The
National Management Program Office –
Planning, Monitoring, and Evaluation Unit
(NPMO-PME) reported that the agri-sector
obligated Php 780,773,000, which is 57% of
the total fund as of June 2021. The top three
performers for fund obligation¹ were Region
5 with 77% accomplishment, Cordillera
Administrative Region with 72%, and
Region 6 with 67%.

Meanwhile, the program’s disbursement²
rate is 11% or Php 152,729,000 of the total
fund. Region 12 is the top performer with
35% accomplishment, followed by Region 9
with 18% and Region 5 with 14%.

SAAD
Operating Unit

Allotment
(Php)

Obligation
(Php)

%
Obligation

Disbursement

Total 1,365,147,000.00 780,773,000.00 57 152,726,000.00
NPMO 37,186,000.00 4,521,000.00 12 3,959,000.00
CAR 203,100,000.00 145,417,000.00 72 12,976,000.00
MIMAROPA Region 81,100,000.00 36,386,000.00 45 4,159,000.00
Region 5 178,317,000.00 136,450,000.00 77 24,313,000.00
Region 6 108,545,000.00 72,957,000.00 67 13,561,000.00
Region 7 102,672,000.00 35,512,000.00 35 6,130,000.00
Region 8 192,348,000.00 120,794,000.00 63 8,611,000.00
Region 9 113,111,000.00 62,842,000.00 56 20,191,000.00
Region 10 89,373,000.00 43,557,000.00 49 2,336,000.00
Region 11 56,298,000.00 24,679,000.00 44 1,864,000.00
Region 12 144,800,000.00 80,403,000.00 56 50,809,000.00
Caraga Region 58,297,000.00 17,255,000.00 30 3,817,000.00

Table 107. Agriculture sector’s financial performance

continue to next page
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Aside from the financial accomplishments,
SAAD also assessed the regions’ number of
livelihood projects implemented and the
beneficiaries provided versus the targets
set in the Budget Execution Documents³
(BED).

For physical accomplishment, the program
targeted to provide 504 livelihood projects
to benefit 4,415 individuals and 1,275
groups this year. So far, the agri-sector
already distributed 246 livelihood projects
(49%) to 1,694 farmers (38%) and 733
associations (57%).

Regions 6, 9, and 5 are the top SAAD
implementing units in terms of physical
accomplishment.

Fishery Sector

The SAAD Program’s budget for the fishery
sector reached Php 127,635,000. Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) –
SAAD Alternate Focal Person Arnel
Valenzuela reported the program obligated
67% (Php 85,851,590) and disbursed 14%

On August 6, DA Secretary William Dar
directed all the agency’s programs to start
documenting the success stories of farmer
cooperatives and associations to serve as
tangible proof of concept.

Although SAAD is already producing
success stories published in the
SAADventures magazine, Director Mula
reiterated the need to widen the program’s
presence by sharing its impact in hopes of
extending its implementation for another 6
years.

SAAD’s online assistant, Ani the chatbot,
was also launched to provide immediate
response and readily available information.

Continued service despite the pandemic

The restrictions during the COVID-19
pandemic hampered SAAD regions’
deliveries of interventions and other
important activities. The commitment of the
staff and the support of the local
government units were instrumental to the
program’s milestones in the 1st semester.

SAAD Deputy Director also discussed an
option to procure locally through the
community participation method (See SAAD
to adopt community participation

procurement toward participatory
governance).

The SAAD regional staff will meet again
from August 23 to 27 to plan and craft BEDs
for 2022. ### (Jhomai Canlas)

———————

¹Obligation is a commitment by a
government agency arising from an act of a
duly authorized official which binds the
government to the immediate or eventual
payment of a sum of money.

²Disbursement refers to the settlement,
liquidation, or payment of an obligation
incurred in the current or prior years,
involving cash or non-cash transactions and
covered by disbursement authorities.

³Budget Execution Documents (BEDs) are
annual documents required at the onset of
the budget execution phase, which contain
the agencies’ targets and plans, physical as
well as financial, for the current year.

(Php 18,234,000).

The fishery sector also targeted to provide
837 livelihood projects to 2,906 fisherfolk
and 127 associations. As of June, 643
projects (77%) were already implemented
covering 1,559 individuals (54%) and 16
groups (13%).

Publications

Information dissemination is a vital activity
of the SAAD Program to promote
transparency, influence decision-makers,
and maintain credibility.

The Public Relations and Communications
Unit reported that the program published
133 press releases such as news, features,
and editorials, which were posted on the
website and Facebook page (facebook.com/
da.saadprogram).

The program also published 10
SAADvocacy newsletters, an annual report
for 2020, 6 books, and two SAADventures
magazines.

SAAD
Operating Unit

Allotment
(Php)

Obligation
(Php)

%
Obligation

Disbursement

Total 1,365,147,000.00 780,773,000.00 57 152,726,000.00
NPMO 37,186,000.00 4,521,000.00 12 3,959,000.00
CAR 203,100,000.00 145,417,000.00 72 12,976,000.00
MIMAROPA Region 81,100,000.00 36,386,000.00 45 4,159,000.00
Region 5 178,317,000.00 136,450,000.00 77 24,313,000.00
Region 6 108,545,000.00 72,957,000.00 67 13,561,000.00
Region 7 102,672,000.00 35,512,000.00 35 6,130,000.00
Region 8 192,348,000.00 120,794,000.00 63 8,611,000.00
Region 9 113,111,000.00 62,842,000.00 56 20,191,000.00
Region 10 89,373,000.00 43,557,000.00 49 2,336,000.00
Region 11 56,298,000.00 24,679,000.00 44 1,864,000.00
Region 12 144,800,000.00 80,403,000.00 56 50,809,000.00
Caraga Region 58,297,000.00 17,255,000.00 30 3,817,000.00

Table 108. Fishery sector’s financial performance



August 16, 2021

SUBIC, August 13, 2021 – The Special
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD)
Program of the Department of Agriculture
(DA) will craft procurement guidelines to
adopt community participation in buying
goods and services for livelihood projects.

SAAD will put forward to the management
the Community Participation Procurement
Manual (CPPM) of the Government
Procurement Policy Board (GPPB), which
provides guidelines for negotiated
procurement.

The said proposal was presented during the
mid-year assessment to the SAAD focal
persons of the 11 regions and signify their
approval for ease of procuring good and
services.

Deputy Director Ulysses Lustria, Jr.
discussed the decision to utilize it during
the program’s 2021 mid-year
accomplishment assessment in Subic,
Zambales from August 9 to 13. “It will not
only increase the involvement of
communities but also strengthen and
promote local procurement,” he said.

Community-managed procurement under
CPPM

Section 53.12 of the 2016 revised
Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR)
of Republic Act 9184 entitled “An Act
Providing for the Modernization,
Standardization and Regulation of the
Procurement Activities of the Government
and For Other Purposes” allowed resort to
negotiated procurement under community
participation.

GPPB issued two resolutions in 2014 and
2015 supporting the said method, where the

community will be engaged by a procuring
entity as a contract manager to implement
locally-funded community-based projects.

The Department of Social Welfare and
Development (DSWD) and the Enhanced
Partnership Against Hunger and Poverty
(EPAHP) are some of the organizations
which crafted community participation
procurement guidelines approved by the
GPPB.

SAAD Procurement Challenges

Most often, products and services are
procured with a sense of urgency because it
has a direct impact on an organization. The
delivery time frames and product quality
should be the major consideration in the
procurement cycle – of which, the program
has been riddled with difficulties.

Supply risk and long process cycles are the
problems reported by the region which
cause delays in their transactions.

When big tickets are purchased and there
are no direct suppliers in the area that could
accommodate the demand, it will result in
failure in the bidding process, thus the need
to be posted again to look for suppliers who
meet the criteria.

SAAD proposes community participation
procurement toward participatory governance
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Some transact from other provinces.
However, previous procurements showed
deaths on livestock and poultry due to
stress from travels.

Border restrictions brought about by the
COVID-19 pandemic also delayed delivery
of interventions.

Advantage of the Community
Procurement

The procurement method aims to prevent
long periods and delayed delivery of
interventions as inputs will be sourced out
locally, specifically from eligible SAAD
associations such as its multiplier farms.

Local procurement also helps control the
spread of diseases such as the African
Swine Fever.

Animal mortality and seed dormancy are
expected to lessen.

The procurement process will help in the
sustainability of implemented SAAD
projects as it will generate local
employment, promote improved farm and
fishery productivity, and increase household
income. It has a direct impact on improving
the lives of community members.

SAAD Multiplier Farm Projects

In a memorandum dated August 5, 2020,
the SAAD Program directed regional offices
to implement multiplier farm projects as an
approach to help abate problems on supply,
transportation, and price.

In this project, the SAAD Program provided
necessary inputs such as animals, feeds,
and medicines as well as technical
assistance to identified associations in the
establishment and operations of the farm.

With the project, animals are adapted to
local conditions so distribution will be
hassle-free.

Way Forward

SAAD will craft guidelines following the
CPPM of the EPAHP Program issued by the
GPPB.

The move will promote participatory
governance and empower rural
communities, enabling them to have an
active role in procurement planning, actual
procurement, and contract implementation
processes. ### (Jhomai Canlas and
Jennifer Valcobero)
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August 12, 2021

BAGUIO CITY, August 5, 2021 –
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD)
Deputy Director Ulysses Lustria, Jr.
discussed the program’s possible
exemption from the Mandanas ruling as well
as its extension for another 6 years to
implementers and beneficiaries of the
Cordillera Administrative Region during his
visit on July 29-30.

Exemption from the Mandanas Ruling

In the launching of Farmers Livestock
School on Swine Repopulation and formal
turnover of SAAD interventions in Mountain
Province, Mr. Lustria, Jr. said SAAD may be
exempted from the ruling as it is a
government’s social protection program.

He added, “SAAD is an equalizer. It
supports the redistributive role of the
national government agencies as it
redistributes allocation to reach the poor or
indigent SAAD beneficiaries making SAAD
unique from other programs because it is
biased for the indigents or the poor.”

SAAD is a locally-funded program of the
DA, intended to help alleviate poverty in the
provinces of Apayao, Kalinga, and Mountain
Province identified as belonging to the most

contributing to the increase in income and
productivity of its beneficiaries. SAAD
already has many success stories to show
but it needs to provide empirical evidence.
“Many Congressmen support the SAAD’s
extension, which includes expansion to
other provinces, but we have to show
quantifiable evidence that it is helping the
poor farmers and fishermen,” he said.

For this, the SAAD has an ongoing midterm
assessment by a third party. The results of
the study shall be provided to Congress
once these are available.

The House Committee on Rural
Development has made two House
Resolutions (HR). The HR 1421 and
HR 1454 were crafted aimed at extending
the program’s implementation for another 6
years (2023-2028) and provide the chance
to expand the program’s criteria to help
more farming and fishing communities. ###
(Jonathan Llanes and Jessa Mae Gabon)

marginalized by the Philippine Statistics
Authority (PSA).

In hindsight, the program engages or
strengthens the capacity of identified
beneficiaries toward agriculture and fishery
productions through interventions, as a
redistribution strategy of the government to
target the marginalized sectors typically
unreached by other state banner and
subsidy programs.

The Mandanas ruling, if implemented, will
allocate a budget for the targeted
beneficiaries that will transition the
program’s operations in certain provinces to
their respective local government units
(LGU).

A July 8, 2021 Manila Times article by
Dr. Fermin Adriano explained that “the
Mandanas ruling is a 2018 Philippine
Supreme Court decision asserting that the
bases of the computation of the internal
revenue allotment (IRA) for LGUs
erroneous, thus denying LGUs a just share
of the IRA”. The IRA is computed based on
gross national internal taxes of the third
fiscal year prior to the current fiscal year.

SAAD’s Extension

Mr. Lustria explained that the SAAD may be
extended if it could show evidence of

Understanding the `Mandanas Ruling´:
Implication to the SAAD Program



August 10, 2021

SULU, August 9, 2021 - The Department of
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural
Development (DA-SAAD) Program in
Region 9 included Omar to its target areas
of implementation in 2021.

“Through the support of the local
government unit under the Leadership of
Mayor Ajibon, DA-SAAD managed to extend
its support to the beneficiaries in Omar,”
said SAAD coordinator Alkhartemar
Sangkula.

Omar is a distant municipality as it is 52.3
kilometers away from the town proper. It had
a 53.6% poverty incidence among families
in 2015 according to the Philippine
Statistics Authority.

However, its remoteness doesn’t stop the
aim of SAAD to help the marginalized
farmers to have a sustainable source of
food through the livelihood projects and in
developing community enterprise.

Lacking support in the agriculture sector, 36
farmers from barangays Lahing-lahing,
Angilan, and Tangkuan were selected as
beneficiaries of the SAAD Program.

Together with Sangkula, Area Coordinator
Farhan Abdulla conducted geotagging and
profiling of the new beneficiaries as well as
the distribution of livelihood interventions
for Cassava Production Project.

SAAD Sulu delivered 370 bundles of
cassava stalks worth Php 36,630 and 240
rolls of hog wires worth Php 475,200 on
August 2 to cover an estimated production
area of 21 hectares.

Since 2018, the Program has supported
Talipao, Panamao, Maimbung, and Parang
then expanded to Indanan and Luuk in
2019. ### (Shara Malaica Ussam)

DA-SAAD in partnership with LGU Sulu
extends its implementation in Omar
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August 10, 2021

BAGUIO CITY, August 5, 2021 – The
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD)
Program in the Cordillera Administrative
Region (CAR) ups its quest to not only
provide food on the table but also equip
beneficiaries to become agri-preneurs.

As the pandemic hit Cordillera communities
with lockdowns and movement control
restrictions, the DA–SAAD CAR found a
way to tide communities over months of
isolation and slowly build a future for farmer
groups willing to learn the business trade.

DA-CAR Regional Executive Director and
SAAD Focal Person Cameron Odsey said
the program is targeted for the communities
not reached by regular programs by the DA
and other state agencies.

“Sa SAAD we are operating in the poorer
communities, yung mga area na ito, sila
ang hindi nararating ng regular programs,
kung meron man, patak-patak lang or
paminsan-minsan lang, not only in the DA
but the other agencies. In these
communities where we have implemented
special projects, sometimes, the primary
concern is food sufficiency. Sapat ba ‘yung
inaani natin para lang kainin ng bawat
household sa barangay? So in these areas,
it is really prioritizing that they are able to
produce enough for their own needs,
secondary na lang if meron silang excess at
meron sila ibebenta. Sa livelihood projects
natin, it will meet their needs, siyempre
unahin pangangalingan nila sa household
then kung may sobra sila, ay ibebenta para
may additional income.” Odsey explained.

[We are operating with poorer communities,
these areas are the ones not reached by the

Feeding communities, engaging farmers
into agricultural enterprise



282

regular programs of the government and if
they are, it is only a small intervention and
far and in between, not only with the DA but
other agencies. In these communities where
we have implemented special projects, the
primary concern is food sufficiency. Is their
harvest enough for their households? The
SAAD Program prioritizes that they can
produce enough for their own needs; it is
only secondary that they are able to sell. Do
our livelihood projects meet their needs, of
course, their daily needs should come first
and if there is a surplus that is when they
can sell for additional income.]

As of July 2021, the program has so far
helped organize a total of 147 farmers’
cooperative and associations (FCA) in the
region covering Apayao, Kalinga, and
Mountain Province. The FCAs have
registration and documents, enabling them
to avail more programs and opportunities in
the future.

The beneficiaries, which are now at 7,150,
received 148 livelihood projects covering
138 barangays with 35 identified as End
Local Communist Armed Conflict (ELCAC)
areas.

For 2020 there were only 73 FCAs for the
three SAAD areas with 4,796 farmers
benefited with 84 livelihood projects from 84
barangays with 14 identified as ELCAC
areas.

Capacity-building activities were also
conducted to equip beneficiaries with skills
to maintain and sustain their SAAD
livelihood projects.

Capacity Building Efforts

The program aims to shift farmers to
become agricultural entrepreneurs, thus
equipping various capacity building
activities.

Some of the activities are Organizational
Development and Management [ODM],
Bookkeeping, Financial Management,
Package of Technology for Vegetables

He also said the SAAD Program often gives
more than enough resources which can
accommodate both needs. “We are trying to
upgrade the capacities and capabilities to
also allow them to do business. If we need
our farmers to survive in the present
environment, they have to learn. We should
also be teaching them that before you even
think of selling to the market, you should do
an assessment”.

Tiding Them Over the Early Days of the
Pandemic

In the early months of the pandemic in
2020, the SAAD faced challenges in

movement restrictions which hampered
deliveries and program goals.

The program however was successful in
providing essential commodities of food for
beneficiaries during the months of
lockdown, allowing communities to
consume production yield for daily
sustenance, thwarting the problem of
scarcity in food supply.

In Kalinga, Maling Agriculture and Fishery
Organization (MAFO) member Virginia

Poultry and Livestock, Agro Farmer Field
School for Fruit Trees, and Farmer
Livestock School for Swine.

Dir. Odsey said setting up an enterprise is
not that simple “It’s a whole process that
you also have to learn, we are doing these
through their FCA, we have to train them on
how to do business especially that we have
a value chain approach – meaning we look
at the whole process, planning what to
plant, taking care of crops, then how to sell,
it all starts with planning, knowing what you
will plant for home consumption and what is
for business.” continue to next page



Rufino said the program helped her family
and constituents especially during the
pandemic.

The swine and poultry intervention in 2019
aided daily living from which her family
earned Php 28,000. They also used the
income to purchase feeds to sustain their
livelihood.

However, some members of the group with
no means of transporting feeds from the
market due to restrictions by the Inter-
Agency Task Force (IATF) were forced to
sell and butcher their hogs. For the chicken
interventions, their eggs also greatly helped
provide food on their table.

In Apayao, PIAS (Poblacion, Imelda, Alem,
San Luis) Farmers’ Association (FA)
member Rosalyn Vea said “Malagip ko iti
rigat mi idi mangrugi lockdown, uray
igatang iti bagas arig na awan. Ngem idi
nakaawat kamin iti livelihood nga agapo
SAAD idi July, nabang-aran nak bilang
maysa nga ina kin bilang maysa nga farmer
ta adda meten iti paguyudan nu kasjay nga
agkur-kurang pagsapulan mi kin
makatulungak aglawlaw nu tay agkasapulan
da iti quail egg nga agserbi a kanen da.”

[I remember the struggle during the start of
the COVID-19 lockdown; we can’t even
afford to buy rice. But when we received the
interventions from the SAAD program, I felt
lighter as a mother and a farmer because I
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have an additional source of income. I am
also happy to produce food for our
consumers by selling quail eggs, a valuable
contribution to our community as well.]

In Mountain Province, Doccos Farmers
Organization, Inc. member Palonga
Mangusan said, “Mayat kami tay maid
na-CoVid ken dakami tay talaga nga sha
nan sustansiya mi tay insibsibo mi san
inyala yu tay dumakkel da ket limitado nan
kuti gapu is lockdown ket naibatog isnan
pinag-aani sunga sha et nan abasto mi.”

[We remained free from the CoVid-19 virus
because we were sustained by the chicken
intervention from the program at the height
of lockdown. Also, the stocks obtained

market weight in time with our local rice
harvest season, thus, became our supply.”]

DA-SAAD in Apayao, Mountain Province,
and Kalinga provinces

DA-SAAD CAR Operations Officer Balag-ey
Claver said, “We experienced setbacks from
both the pandemic and the ASF from last
year, deliveries were delayed because of
restricted movement control measures in
the local government units, while our swine
program was also hit with the ASF, now we
are focused on capacity building of our
FCAs, so they are better equipped to
overcome these challenges.”

Today, the setbacks are being addressed to
keep the program on track with its goal to
create better opportunities for SAAD
organized FCAs in CAR.

Since the SAAD project started in 2016, the
three areas of concern for the region have
grown to become what the program aims to
achieve.

In Mountain Province, there are 53 FCAs
composed of 2,798 beneficiaries with 52
livelihood associations covering 34
barangays, 15 of which are identified as
End Local Communist Armed Conflict
[ELCAC] areas.

In Apayao, there are 48 FCAs composed of
1,695 beneficiaries with 51 livelihood
projects covering 68 barangays, two of
which are considered as ELCAC areas.

In Kalinga, there are now 46 FCAs
composed of 2,657 beneficiaries provided
with 45 livelihood projects covering 35
barangays, of which 18 are identified as
ELCAC areas.

As farmers learn to delve into enterprise,
the SAAD program continues to empower,
assist and enjoin communities to become
part of the new breed of farmers, ready for
the world of development and
entrepreneurship. ### (Maria Elena
Catajan)
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August 6, 2021

DAVAO DE ORO, August 4, 2021 – Special
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD)
Director Myer Mula urged Department of
Agriculture (DA) Region 11 to equip existing
group beneficiaries with enterprise
management skills to sustain their
agricultural livelihood projects.

“Every year, na binibigyan natin ng (that we
provide) interventions ang (the) farmer,
merong (there’s going to be) improvement
yan. This year and next year, (it should be)
towards enterprise development na dapat
yan,” Mula underlined.

Speaking to the entire SAAD Region 11 DA
and BFAR teams, Mula highlighted the
importance of building enterprises out of
existing farmers’ associations (FA).

“Magtulungan tayo (Let’s help each other).
May (We still have) one-and-a-half-year pa
tayo – it will give a very big impact sa ating
mga (on our) farmers and fishers. This
Phase 1 — in case (there’s) may Phase 2
siya— this will open our eyes to what
should be done in the extension.”

With more than Php 43 million in
intervention allocation this year, SAAD
Region 11 designed several of its
production projects as platforms for FAs’
enterprise development efforts.

Upgraded chicken and goat production
projects, for example, were directed for
beneficiaries to go into egg, meat, and
livestock businesses.

A month ago, 14 FAs across Davao de Oro
received the upgraded native chicken
project, with implements such as feeds and
various biologics (dewormer, antibiotics,

For crop-based interventions, SAAD Region
11 identified banana, abaca, and lettuce.

Participatory Guarantee System

Dir. Mula also underscored the value of
organic agriculture on SAAD farmers and
fishers, drawing special attention to the
Participatory Guarantee System (PGS).

He said, “In other areas of SAAD, meron
tayong mga (we have) organic practitioners.
Now, ang ganda ng (this is a great)
opportunity na ito for the associations to be
part of PGS.”

Based on the Republic Act 11511, PGS for
organic agriculture is a quality assurance
system built on trust, social networks, and
exchange of knowledge. An alternative
third-party certification system led by the
Bureau of Agriculture and Fisheries
Standards (BAFS), PGS was aimed to
streamline certifications on organic
produce.

“I need the SAAD to put focus on these

things,” Dir. Mula reiterated, desiring to link
the activities of SAAD and PGS regulations.

Beyond this, Dir. Mula also envisions
establishing collaboration arrangements
between the two programs.

“We have the intention to marry SAAD
activities into organic agriculture activities
(especially) when it comes to PGS,” Gerland
Cammagay, Senior Science Research
Specialist for BAFS said.

“Yung (the) thrust nang (of) PGS, pasok
doon sa (is apt with the) target clientele of
SAAD in which on the ground level yung
mga farmers ang mga beneficiaries
(farmers are beneficiaries). Tugma din ito
sa (It’s also apt with the) target clientele ni
(of) PGS,” he added.

SAAD Region 11 plans to incorporate
organic agriculture in its 2022 livelihood
programs through its crop- and animal-
based interventions. ### (James Brian
Flaga)

and multivitamins). As of writing, several of
these FAs started selling brown eggs.

Goat production, on the other hand,
commenced with 80 upgraded goats
delivered to two FAs. One of the FAs is
Mansaka-exclusive group, an indigenous
peoples group in the Geographically
Isolated and Disadvantage Area (GIDA) of
Maco, Davao de Oro.

Thirty-two (32) FAs, both on GIDA and End
Local Communist Armed Conflict (ELCAC)
areas are pipelined to receive the same
interventions within the year.

Based on felt-needs assessment, upgraded
chicken and goats were both identified as
animal-based interventions because of the
poultry and small ruminant’s selling
potential.

National Program Director urges SAAD Region 11
to focus on enterprise development



July 15, 2021

KALINGA, July 14, 2021 – In line with the
multi-sectoral development approach,
Kalinga provincial government leaders
renewed support for the Department of
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural
Development (DA-SAAD) Program during
the SAAD Kalinga midyear assessment.

In tandem, Kalinga Representative Allen
Jesse Mangaoang and Governor Ferdinand
Tubban backed the SAAD Program and
guaranteed continued support as they
encouraged the involvement of local
government units (LGUs) to supplement the
program’s needs in a bid for a successful
implementation of programs geared to
alleviate poverty.

“I hope that our mayors and councilors are
present during assessments for them to also
consider the help their offices may impart. It
will also make them competitive resulting in
a more competitive disbursement of funds
of SAAD in Kalinga and Cordillera as a

whole,” Rep. Mangaoang said during the
assessment in Tabuk City on July 1-2.

Strengthening key actors of the program

SAAD Cordillera Administrative Region
(CAR) planning officer Leah Mon revealed
the region has 12% disbursement as of
June 2021 from its total allocation of
Php 203,100,000.

Realignment and refocusing of the budget
were done with the department’s goal of
controlling the African Swine Fever [ASF]
virus and reviving the swine industry
resulting in adjustments on project
allocation among municipalities.

Movement restrictions due to the pandemic
were met with delays in procurement and
deliveries of interventions resulting in a low
disbursement of funds.

During the midyear meeting, discussions
with beneficiaries were held to explain the
refocus of funds to avoid conflicts coupled

285

with thorough coordination among partner-
implementers to improve the services and
output of the program. Close coordination
and a community-led approach are
continually emphasized to empower small-
scale fishers and farmers in the province.

Strengthened monitoring was advised to
identify the problems encountered by
beneficiaries and improve the
implementation of projects with most
projects gearing for enterprise
establishment for 2021 and 2022 and target
markets of Farmer Cooperatives and
Associations (FCAs) to be identified.

SAAD Kalinga updates

The Social Preparation of Fiscal Year 2021
projects in the province was completed from
October 2020 to June 2021 while deliveries
of the first intervention for 2021 are
expected from July 20 to 21.

Nine out of ten barangays that started in
2019 were identified to graduate from the
program this year. The barangays include
Ableg, Cagaluan, and Malucsad of Pasil;
Dupligan, Mabaca, and Pangol of Tanudan;
and Balbalan Proper, Maling, and Dao-
angan of Balbalan.

Meanwhile, SAAD will still provide technical
assistance for the farmers in the areas to
reach their full potential.

In the province, there are now 46 FCAs
composed of 2,657 beneficiaries given 45
livelihood projects covering 35 barangays –
18 are identified as End Local Communist
Armed Conflict [ELCAC] areas.

Under the One DA Reform Agenda’s 18 key
strategies, the department continues to
encourage active participation and
partnership with different sectors in
establishing more agri-based industries in
the countryside, developing markets for
agriculture products, and continuously
nurturing partnerships with local
government units and individual provinces.
### (Sheena Phine Pisco-Dayagon)

SAAD Program in Kalinga backed by LGU



286

July 15, 2021

QUEZON CITY, July 14, 2020 – The
Human Development and Poverty
Reduction Cluster (HDPRC) recognized the
Special Area for Agricultural Development
(SAAD) Program of the Department of
Agriculture (DA) during the first leg of
Pamana ng Pagbabago 2021: Pre-State of
the Nation (SONA) Forum today at the
Philippine International Convention Center
(PICC) in Manila.

Cabinet Secretary Carlo Alexei Nograles
said the forum is important to publicize the
specific and multiple accomplishments of
President Rodrigo Duterte’s administration
before the actual SONA on July 26.

DA-SAAD Program is one of the
government services that was prominently
featured under HDPRC’s Social Protection
Sub-cluster.

Department of Social Welfare and
Development (DSWD) Secretary Rolando
Bautista reported the SAAD Program
provided 2,193 agriculture and fishery
livelihood production projects to 71,350
individuals and 3,329 groups.

The figures represented 22 of the 30 SAAD
provinces under HDPRC which are Agusan
del Sur, Apayao, Bukidnon, Catanduanes,
Eastern Samar, Lanao del Norte, Lanao del
Sur, Leyte, Maguindanao, Masbate, Negros
Occidental, Negros Oriental, Cotabato,
Northern Samar, [Western] Samar,
Sarangani, Siquijor, Sorsogon, Sultan
Kudarat, Sulu, Surigao del Sur, and
Zamboanga del Norte.

In a video, SAAD beneficiary Ms. Visitacion
Marientes from Leyte attested to the
program’s positive effects on her family and
the whole community, especially the
women.

July 7, 2021

BUTUAN CITY, June 30, 2021 - The
Department of Agriculture – Caraga
Region’s (DA-Caraga) Special Area for
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program
is undergoing its enterprise management
phase in 2021, after establishing crop and
animal production projects in 2019 and
2020.

The program’s progress for the first
semester and plans for the remaining half of
the year were discussed during the virtual
midyear review and assessment from June
29 to 30, attended by the regional and
provincial implementers.

Since 2019, the Program has reached out to
1,016 individuals who are now part of the 32
associations including 358 indigenous
peoples (IPs) from Agusan del Sur and
Surigao del Sur combined. From the said
associations, 8 are eyed to become
established agri-enterprises in 2022.

The groups included in Agusan del Sur are
the Cosep People’s Organization (Rosario),
Cecelia Abaca Corn Planters (San Luis),
and Candiis SAAD Farmers Association

(Veruela), all investing in the SAAD-funded
native chicken production projects.

Meanwhile, the Cancavan Corn Growers
Association (Carmen), Balete Chicken
Growers Association (Bayabas), Burboanon
Native Chicken Raisers’ Association (Bislig
City), and Rajah Cabung-suan Farmers
Association (Lingig) in Surigao del Sur are
expected to continue selling chickens to
their target markets, solidifying their
entrepreneurship.

Members of the Mag-uumang Manobo sa
Hinapoyan Association (Carmen), as well,
are expected to produce camote chips this
year. They underwent training on product
packaging and labeling through the
assistance of the Department of Trade and
Industry.

“DA-SAAD is result-oriented. Meeting our
target deliveries is just a portion of it. At the
end of the day, our goal is to improve the
lives of our farmer-partners,” emphasized
Regional Executive Director Abel James I.
Monteagudo.

She said, “Ang programa ng SAAD ay
nakapagbigay ng pagpapahalaga sa mga
kababaihan… ‘Yan ang nais ng gobyerno,
para yung isang pamilya ay dahan-dahang
umasenso. Hindi parating nasa baba.”

She also shared the roles of the husbands
and wives in sustaining the oyster
production provided to them to have food
security and income.

Also showcased in the forum were the
successes of the administration’s programs,
projects, and policies from 2016 to 2021
such as the decline in poverty from 23.5%
in 2015 to 16.7% in 2018.

The unemployment rate also decreased
from 6.3% in 2015 to 4.5% in 2018, in which
6 billion Filipinos were lifted from the
poverty line.

In addition, the current administration
released a total of Php 2.76 trillion in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The forum, accessible at https://bit.ly/
3r6ISe0, was hosted by Presidential
Communications Operations Office (PCOO)
Secretary Martin Andanar. ### (Ian Kevin
Sevilla)

HDPRC recognizes SAAD at
Pre-SONA Forum 2021

DA-SAAD Caraga reviews midyear
accomplishments, focuses on enterprise

management

continue to next page



In his message, Director Monteagudo
elaborated on the measure for assessing
the program’s impact. He said, “SAAD
should be able to touch the lives of our
farmers. Dapat may pagbabago sa buhay
nila (There should be an improvement in
their living status)”.

Project updates

For its FY 2021 operations, DA-Caraga
allotted Php 58.3 million; Php 33.8 million
for food production and livelihood projects
and Php 1.6 million for capability-building.
The region has obligated 29.75% of its total
budget and has disbursed 22.14% of its
obligation in June as reported during the
assessment.

The Program has delivered 29,141 cacao
seedlings to cover 37 hectares (ha) and
17,675 abaca suckers to cover 40ha under
the FY 2019 and 2020 projects and 503
chickens, 60 bags of 50kg rice seeds to
cover 2.7ha, and 6,953 abaca suckers to
cover 20ha for FY 2021.

Among the accomplishments reported by
the Area Coordinators, training on various
crop and animal production and
management were conducted.

In Agusan del Sur, training on abaca pre-
and post-handling was conducted among
farmers in Veruela, San Luis, Rosario, and
Talacogon. San Luis farmers also
underwent training on nursery management,

BFAR-SAAD allots Php 11M for fishery projects
on its final year of implementation in Bohol

while Rosario farmers learned about
chicken and cacao production.

Meanwhile, selected farmers from priority
areas in Lingig, Surigao del Sur participated
in hands-on training on treating goats.
Bislig farmers also engaged in training on
good animal husbandry practices and
chicken production.

Some farmers in Bayabas were also trained
on peanut production, which was followed
up with a farm visit. Carmen farmers
learned about product packaging and
labeling of camote chips.

The livelihood projects in Agusan del Sur

are mostly crop-related, while Surigao del
Sur is dominantly animal production.

To diversify the farm produce of the
beneficiaries in 2021, some of the
associations ventured into additional
projects. Such is the communal vegetable
garden of NAKAMATA (Carmen) who were
initially provided with the Ube Production
Project, and Balete Corn Growers’
Association (Bayabas) with Chicken
Production Project who received an
additional Peanut Production Project.###
(Mark Angelo Pineda)
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July 5, 2021

CEBU, July 1, 2021– The Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources in Region
7 (BFAR 7) earmarked over Php 11 million
worth of fishery livelihood projects in 2021
for the existing beneficiaries of the Special
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD)
Program in Bohol.

The development was revealed during the
region’s midyear assessment, graced by the
SAAD Director Myer G. Mula at Cebu
Parklane Hotel, Cebu City on June 28,
2021.

To note, Bohol is the remaining province
that will be completing the three-year project
implementation in 2021 for the fishery
sector. It is one of the three provinces in
Central Visayas, along with Negros Oriental
and Siquijor, where the SAAD Program was
rolled out.

Bohol’s beneficiaries, which currently count
to 618 individuals and 56 fisherfolk

Also in attendance was BFAR 7 Regional
Director Dr. Allan Poquita, who in his
address expressed his gratitude to the
SAAD team for providing its full support to
the fisherfolk in Central Visayas.

Region 7 BFAR-SAAD implementation

The SAAD Program was first introduced in
Negros Oriental in 2017. It was then
implemented in Siquijor in 2018, followed
by Bohol in 2019.

From 2017 to 2020, SAAD already allocated
Php 99 million from the 56 projects carried
out in the three provinces that provided
livelihood interventions to 2,455 individuals
and 151 associations with 4,712 members.

The SAAD Program through BFAR follows a
unique strategy whereby the recipients will
undergo a gradual and developing process
in three years.

In the first year, the beneficiaries
individually received projects that will
support their livelihood. The following year
they were grouped and immersed in training
and social preparation. In the final year, the
groups were formed into associations which

enable them to handle their fishery
enterprise.

SAAD seeks to alleviate the poverty status
of marginalized fisherfolk by providing
projects that will augment the livelihood of
the beneficiaries and increase their income.

Through the training provided, beneficiaries
are molded into self-reliant and independent
individuals or groups who can establish a
sustainable enterprise for their families and
communities. ### (May Miasco-Cabucos)

associations, will be receiving various
livelihood projects and interventions this
year, according to BFAR 7 planning officer
and SAAD regional focal Ms. Harlene
Cañete.

These are aquaculture-related projects such
as seaweed grow-out, oyster culture,
milkfish (bangus) and tilapia floating fish
cages, and blue swimming crab culture.

Some are capture fisheries projects such as
fish aggregating devices or artificial fish
shelter, motorized fiberglass boats, and gill
nets or hand lines.

Ms. Cañete said that the SAAD Program is
also funding postharvest projects,
particularly processing equipment for
bangus and oyster.

Of the total Php 15.7 million budget allotted
to BFAR-SAAD Region 7, Php 2 million is
allocated for training and Php 2 million for
program management.
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Director Mula highlighted the importance of
following protocols and establishing a
system for the procurement process to ease
the problem.

Suppliers should do germination tests on
seeds before delivery as well as provide
expected date of harvest and days of
dormancy.

“Every single day counts for our farmers.
With the lessons learned last year, apply an
appropriate seed system by providing
storage for the seeds. We should be careful
on the interventions because we cannot
take back what has been lost and we cannot
allow for more loss to happen,” shared
Director Mula.

SAAD Region 7 Updates

The program is continuously conducting a
series of ‘Specialized Training of Trainers’,
where the trainees are equipped with
knowledge on production through lectures
and actual field work. Later on, they will be
sent to the barangays level to train
shortlisted beneficiaries.

DA-SAAD Region 7 has established a
strong partnership with the local
government units (LGU). With this, the
program is receiving support through mobile

transportation of inputs to the SAAD
communities.

“I hope that the program will not come to an
end and will continue to sustain our
beneficiaries. It helped thousands of
beneficiaries and I hope that this program
helps more farmers,” said DA Operations
Division Chief Dr. Gerry S. Avila. He also
praised the SAAD director and
implementers for the success of the
program.

“We are looking forward to the extension of
the program to help our marginalized
farmers realize their dreams,” said Ms.
Madrio.

“It is fulfilling to see the smiles on their
faces, in their eyes. Nothing is sweeter than
seeing our farmers with their bounty
harvest. Some of them have produced more
than enough for their family’s consumption
and earned income which they used for
farm expansion, house repair, and
additional farm inputs. The stories of the
farmers who went beyond mere production
show the success of the SAAD Program,”
she added. ### (Jolina Daño and
Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)

DA-SAAD Region 7 targets 90%
obligation by 3rd quarter

July 1, 2021

CEBU CITY, June 28, 2021 - The
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD)
Program in Region 7 targeted to fulfill 90%
obligation by the 3rd quarter during its FY
2021 Mid-Year Assessment in Cebu City.

The assessment was spearheaded by
SAAD Director Myer G. Mula, who
suggested ideas for speedy updates on
obligations and procurement. He promised
to help the region and will supplement
everything he can for the program.

“We have to establish a system (for the
procurement) and push (the development
of) enterprises that will help our
beneficiaries. We can come up with policy
and guidelines for community procurement
for us to jive on multiplier farms in our
associations,” said Director Mula.

SAAD focal person Aurea M. Madrio said it
is a big challenge for the region to meet its
obligations as it has a Php 70,806,000
budget in 2020 and Php 102,672,000 fund
in 2021.

She reported that DA-SAAD Region 7
reached 23% of its annual obligation as of
June.

Project Implementation Challenges

The provinces covered by the program –
Negros Oriental, Bohol, and Siquijor – are
separated by seas.

With the Inter-Agency Task Force for the
Management of Emerging Infectious
Diseases’ restrictions and mandatory
lockdown due to the increase of COVID-19
cases, regional operations were impeded.

Procurement, deliveries, training and other
activities were rescheduled. There was also
a fast turnover of trained and experienced
SAAD staff.

According to Ms. Madrio, the major
challenges that the region is currently facing
are concerns regarding procurement of
inputs and deliveries. Some problems were
low quality seeds from the suppliers, high
price increase of agriculture inputs, and
hampered procurement activities due to
delayed fund transfer.



June 24, 2021

QUEZON CITY, June 24, 2021 – The
Central Luzon State University (CLSU) will
evaluate the social preparation activities of
the Department of Agriculture (DA) –
Special Area for Agricultural Development
(SAAD) Program in relation to the
establishment of community-based
enterprises.

CLSU is an institution specializing in
impact evaluation and studies in the
agriculture and fisheries sectors of the
country.

A memorandum of agreement between the
DA-SAAD through Secretary William D. Dar
and the CLSU by President Edgar A. Orden
was signed on June 23.

The university will partner with 14 state
colleges and universities to conduct the
assessment in 14 provinces from 6 regions.
A total of 2,775 respondents – 215 program
implementers and 2,560 beneficiaries – will
be interviewed via survey, focus group
discussion, and key informant interview.

“The program is in its 5th year of
implementation thus a need for an
evaluation,” said SAAD Director Myer G.
Mula.

The 6-month study with a project fund of
Php 6.7 million will be shouldered by the
program to identify issues and concerns on
the said activities that would improve the

program’s implementation for the remaining
year and possibly for 2023 to 2028, if
Congress’ request for extension will be
approved.

Moreover, the study will be helpful as a
guide to other implemented and future DA
programs or projects.

The SAAD Program, which started in 2017
until 2022, has four components – two of
which are social preparation as well as
marketing assistance and enterprise
development.

The social preparation activities were
conducted to ensure appropriate livelihood
interventions were provided to the identified
farmers and fisherfolk from the 30 poorest
provinces or areas covered by Executive
Order No. 50 series of 2018.

The beneficiaries will also attend various
capacity-building activities and specialized
training to prepare and empower them
before the turnover of projects.

Enterprise development is the end goal of
the SAAD Program for its farmers and
fisherfolk. Implementers will assist in
marketing the beneficiaries’ produce and
sustaining their livelihood.

“The program provides a holistic
development approach to uplift the lives of
the farmers and fishers,” shared Director
Mula. ### (Jhomai Canlas)

June 14, 2021

QUEZON CITY, June 14, 2021 – The
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special
Area for Agriculture Development (SAAD)
Program launched a guidebook to
strengthen its community-based
development approach for the success of its
farmers and fisherfolk as well as their
livelihood projects.

With the program’s goal of organizing the
beneficiaries into market-driven
entrepreneurs, the ‘SAAD Social
Preparation Guidebook’ was published to
help implementers effectively foster
community participation in decision-making
and management.

The book, authored by SAAD Director Myer
G. Mula, SAAD Deputy Director Ulysses J.
Lustria, Jr., and SAAD Community
Development Officer Ian Kevin M. Sevilla,
was based on the program implementers’
experiences since it started in 2017.

Professor Emmanuel Luna of the University
of the Philippines Diliman College of Social
Work and Community Development also
helped the SAAD Program in assembling a
harmonized set of social preparation

Strengthening community-based
development, SAAD launches guidebook

procedures during a workshop from
November 17 to 19, 2020 in the Agricultural
Training Institute (ATI) – Central Office.

“The socio-cultural, political, technical, and
economic differences of each province must
be considered,” Prof. Luna said.

The guidebook is proof of the program’s
empowerment of marginalized groups –
lessening exclusivity and increasing
capacity for collective action.

SAAD Director Mula said, “The program
intensifies production and livelihood
interventions to pro-poor growth and
proactive investment in poverty reduction,
food security, nutrition, and enterprise.”

Social Preparation as a SAAD
component

Social Preparation is one of the SAAD
Program components that aims to empower
the key persons involved such as farmers,
fisherfolk, and local government units
through series of meetings and training.

SAAD developed five steps essential to the
success of the program.

continue to next page
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CLSU to assess SAAD’s social preparation
and enterprise development activities
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First is the smooth entry of the program to
the 30 covered provinces with high poverty
incidence rates. This phase includes
establishing partnerships and
communication with the local government
units to create a long list of prospective
beneficiaries.

Second is the profiling of the eligible
beneficiaries by recording their personal
data.

The third is needs and risk assessment –
an important procedure in choosing suitable
livelihood interventions for the
beneficiaries.

Fourth is organizing the beneficiaries into

the SAAD to support the livelihood of
locals),” said Rico.

Comprising 23 barangays, Bugasong is
situated in Antique’s central part, about 43
kilometers away from the provincial capital
(San Jose). Fishing is the primary source of
income for the majority of households in this
area. Poultry and livestock-raising are
likewise considered an integral part of the
town’s agricultural economy.

Torrenueva cited that the municipality
ranked fifth in the entire Antique with 23.8%
poverty rate according to the Philippine
Statistics Authority’s Municipal/City Level
Small Area Poverty Estimates for 2015.

“Bugasong would be an ideal beneficiary of
agricultural intervention packages which are
based on the assessed needs of our farmer-
partners,” Torrenueva explained.

Being the latest addition to SAAD, more
farming communities in Antique will soon
avail themselves of agricultural livelihood
assistance.

Since 2019, the program has been
delivering livelihood projects to bolster the

marginal farmers’ rice, corn, vegetable, and
animal production in 7 priority
municipalities in Western Visayas, namely:

2019

1. Laua-aun, Antique
2. San Remigio, Antique
3. Don Salvador Benedicto, Negros
Occidental

2020

4. Valderrama, Antique
5. Calatrava, Negros Occidental
6. Moises Padilla, Negros Occidental

2021

7. Toboso, Negros Occidental

The locally-funded program which aims to
alleviate poverty among the marginalized
sectors on agriculture and fishery is
expanding its pool of recipient
municipalities next year. ### (Christ John
Gamarcha)

an association or cooperative. The program
implementers will assist the farmers and
fisherfolk in establishing leadership and by-
laws and securing accreditation forms.

Fifth is the conduct of capability
enhancement training, which will ensure the
readiness of the beneficiaries in managing
the projects. The training – varying from
technical, financial, administrative, and
ideal work ethics and values – is done
before the distribution of livelihood inputs.

SAAD’s participatory approach hopes to
improve partnership, local governance, and
socioeconomic outcomes such as food
security, health and nutrition, and economic
livelihoods. ### (Jhomai Canlas)

Bugasong: the new SAAD beneficiary to
get Php 4.9M worth of agri-projects

June 7, 2021

ANTIQUE, May 30, 2021 – Bugasong, a
third-class municipality in Antique, is now a
priority area of the Special Area for
Agricultural Development (SAAD) of the
Department of Agriculture (DA).

According to Torrenueva, they discussed
and harmonized the plans for the SAAD
projects.

She said the SAAD Program allotted around
Php 4.9 million worth of intervention
packages that are expected to be rolled out
in 2022. The social preparation activities
may kick off in October this year, she
added.

Vista vowed to show their full support and
commitment to the SAAD program.

“Willing gid kami mag-accept kang
gina-propose nga [projects] kang SAAD
program kay bahul gid ang benepisyo

[kadya] sa atun stakeholders, especially sa
mga poorest of the poor communities or
barangays. (We are willing to accept the
proposed projects from the SAAD program
because these would be a great benefit to
our stakeholders, especially the poorest of
the poor communities or barangays),” Vista
said.

Rico, on the other hand, was hopeful about
the SAAD’s positive impact on the rural
economy of Bugasong.

“Grateful man kami nga napilian ang
Bugasong as one of the beneficiaries kang
SAAD program. There are a lot of CSOs
(Civil Society Organizations) diya sa amon
banwa nga need gid ang program like
SAAD nga makasuporta man sa anda nga
livelihood. (The local government unit of
Bugasong is grateful that our town got
selected as among the beneficiaries of the
SAAD program. There are a lot of Civil
Society Organizations in our municipality
who need government programs such as



June 3, 2021

BAGUIO CITY, May 28, 2021 – The
Department of Agriculture – Special Area for
Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD)
conducted pilot validation and monitoring
for the Cordillera Administrative Region
(CAR) in Apayao, Kalinga, and Mountain
Province from May 18 to 28.

SAAD-DA (Agriculture Sector)

There are 107 farmers’ associations in the
region, 38 each from Kalinga and Apayao
as well as 31 in Mountain Province.

The onsite monitoring and evaluation of
areas targeted multiple sites per province is
to gauge the impact of rolled-out programs
and accomplishments in a bid to determine
and address gaps for a seamless
implementation of 2021 projects.

The validation team was led by SAAD
national staff Mr. Darwin Pamatmat, Mr.
Randy Ocampo, Ms. Abigail Dela Cruz, and
Mr. Kit Gopela, supported and guided by the
SAAD regional and provincial staff.

The team reached out to the beneficiaries

through group discussions aiming to
improve the program implementation to
achieve its goals of contributing to poverty
alleviation and spurring economic
enterprises.

Mt. Province

For Mountain Province, the Channeg
Farmers Association composed of women
elders and mothers in Dalican town attested
to a sustainable livelihood in the DA-SAAD
quail egg production project with a daily
production of 250 eggs and sold locally.

In total, the province has 2,755
beneficiaries under 52 livelihood projects
scattered in 36 barangays.

Apayao

Meanwhile, the sheep or “karnero” project in
Luna, Apayao has been effective to aid
beneficiaries during the onset of COVID-19
pandemic in 2020.

The livelihood is managed by 158 members
of the Upstream Livelihood Farmers’
Association which is ready to elevate the
project into a multiplier farm this year,

enabling the organization to produce more
sheep and supply adjoining areas.

In Conner, the Calaoan Livelihood and
Farmers Association – DA-SAAD
beneficiaries since 2016 composed of
women founded an enterprise in backyard
vegetable farming – reaped the benefits of
agriculture. They sell talong, pechay,
kamatis, upo, squash, sili, and patola.

SAAD Apayao covers 31 groups with 1,669
beneficiaries under 51 livelihood projects
covering 59 barangays.

Kalinga

Furthermore, the Bawac, Darulog,
Allubaggan, and Pagugo Farmers
Association in Kalinga succeeded in their
table egg production project as seen in the
sales and harvest from their chicken
multiplier farm in Tanudan.

The group received a startup livelihood
enterprise through the establishment of
Free-range Chicken Multiplier Farm Project
in April worth Php 550,000.

The project aims to develop skills and
provide additional income to the 112
members by establishing an enterprise
focusing on the production of quality breeds
of poultry and serving as suppliers in the
locality and nearby areas.

The project includes 500 Dekalb pullets and
cockerels as well as 50 bags of layer feeds.
It can provide an estimated total beneficiary
profit of Php 6.5 million for the first year
from eggs and chicken produce.

SAAD Kalinga houses 38 associations with
2,580 beneficiaries under 45 livelihood
projects which covers 31 barangays.

The Program

CAR covers SAAD projects including the
production of corn, rice, fruit trees,
livestock, and poultry to empower

communities to achieve sustainable
enterprises to alleviate poverty.

After the 11-day validation, DA Regional
Executive Director Cameron Odsey with
SAAD Program Director Dr. Myer Mula
facilitated a discussion of crucial
observations of projects for the region in a
resolve to address concerns for an
anticipated improvement of services.

A leveling up of skills through specialized
training and capacity building has been
requested by the FA to further improve their
organizations as well as additional
equipment and support facilities to be able
to achieve success in becoming an
economic enterprise.

SAAD-BFAR (Fish Sector)

Emerging and potential livelihood in
hatchery and loach projects of the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR)
CAR have also been identified in the three
provinces.

Guided by BFAR-SAAD Focal Person, Ms.
Michelle Peralta, the 3-year livelihood
provisions plan for Cordilleran farmers and
fisherfolk under the bureau concludes in
2019, but assistance through BFAR funds
sustain projects awarded throughout the
project.

Part of sustainability of the aquaculture
projects includes the establishment of BFAR
hatchery stations which continuously
provide fingerlings to the beneficiaries.

Livelihood projects visited include
aquaculture projects for rice-fish, tilapia,
and hito in ponds, tilapia culture in cages,
and loach culture in Apayao, Kalinga, and
Mountain Province.

The monitoring group visited 12 sites
throughout the region, which house more
than a thousand individual beneficiaries.

continue to next page
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11-day validation sets SAAD CAR
implementation standards



BFAR is still distributing inputs in Kalinga
while in the Mountain Province, 396
projects were already provided.

Meanwhile, training in aquaculture,
postharvest, enterprise development, values
formation, and market matching have been
carried out for beneficiaries at the start of
the year.

In Kalinga, the Tadian Farmers, Fisherfolk
and Irrigators Association [TAFFIA] and the
Tanglag Fisherfolk Association [TAFA]
requested more fish varieties to propagate.
Both organizations have 360 and 500
members each, respectively.

Issues on water source, mortality of
fingerlings due to transportation and source
limitations, stock enhancement, and

April 9, 2021

QUEZON CITY, April 8, 2021- DXGP 89.7
Agusan Radio featured the fishery sector of
the Department of Agriculture – Special
Area for Agricultural Development (DA-
SAAD) Program in Kalambuan sa
Pangisdaan’s (Development in Fisheries)
first episode.

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR) Provincial Fishery Officer (PFO)
Bimbo C. Lagare, together with support staff
Lou Dee G. Ortega and Jaesam C.
Cimagala, shared that the SAAD Program
distributed 80 fiberglass reinforced plastic
(FRP) paddle boats worth Php 25,000 per
unit this year.

Each beneficiary from Esperanza (10), San
Francisco (20), Talacogon (10), Loreto (10),
Rosario (10), and Bunawan (20) received
the boats along with feeds and other fishing
materials.

In the coming episode, there will be a
discussion on the freshwater ecosystem
and other fish species in Agusan del Sur,
including tilapia which is the main
commodity raised in SAAD projects.

Agusan Radio features DA-SAAD Program
for the fishery sector

BFAR SAAD Agusan del Sur allotted Php
10.5 million budget in FY 2021 for the
benefit of 268 households and 14 groups
(178 members).

The “Kalambuan sa Pangisdaan” radio
program is expected to increase awareness
of the public on the BFAR in fisheries
management and its collaborative efforts
with the local government units for the
development of the fishery sector.

It aims to reinforce strategic communication
by promoting local, specific and appropriate
fisheries technology and share success
stories, which will be mostly on the SAAD
program in the province.

The radio program airs live on Mondays
from 11:00 – 11:30 in the morning and can
be accessed at facebook.com/
dxgpagusanradio. Simultaneous broadcasts
can be viewed through Gemstar Cable TV,
Channel 3 and 4 in the province. ###
(Natalianne Marie Delos Reyes)

intentions on production expansion arose
and were consulted with the planning
officers. Resolutions were formulated
through focused group discussions.

BFAR beneficiary Eliazar Tino of EJ Farms
at Balinciagao, Pasil, Kalinga, boasts of a
thriving hatchery jumpstarted by the BFAR
and expanded using profits made.

The bureau pledges for continued aid to
SAAD beneficiaries through the
establishment of village-level hatcheries,
training, infrastructure building assistance,
and provision of farm input to ensure that
the projects remain operational and thriving
to expand from consumption to enterprise
development. ### (Maria Elena Catajan)
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March 24, 2021

QUEZON CITY, March 24, 2021 – The
Special Area for Agricultural Development
(SAAD) Program joins Department of
Agriculture (DA) Secretary William Dar’s call
for a united effort to combat threats of
triggering supply and inflation crises by
launching hog industry revitalization
measures, called ‘Bantay ASF sa Barangay’
or BaBay ASF and the National Swine
Production Initiatives for Recovery and
Expansion or INSPIRE – key projects for
intensified hog repopulation efforts.

The first African Swine Fever (ASF)
outbreak was reported on July 25, 2019, in
a back-yard farm in Rizal province.
However, the official laboratory results
(blood and tissue) were confirmed ASF
positive on August 16, 2019 by the Animal
Disease Diagnostic Reference Laboratory
(Bonquin, 2019).

A quarter after the outbreak, the Philippines
Statistics Authority (PSA) swine inventory in
2020 recorded an estimated 12.8 million
head, and later on, projected a significant
decline of -24.1% or a population count at
around 9.7 million head beginning 2021.

The alarming number and changes in
market prices prompted the DA to launch a
strong campaign and revitalizing measures,
calling for thorough participation from both
the public and private hog industry
stakeholders.

SAAD Program’s measures for hog industry
revitalization

In response to the DA’s initiative, the SAAD
Program discussed how its project design
can complement and reinforce the national
hog repopulation strategy during its
planning workshop held in Zambales in
February.

In 2019, SAAD’s swine related projects
were implemented in 6 regions including
CAR (Kalinga, Mt. Province), MIMAROPA
(Occidental Mindoro), Region 5 (Sorsogon,
Masbate, Catanduanes), Region 8
(Southern Leyte), Region 9 (Zamboanga del
Norte), and Region 12 (North Cotabato,
Maguindanao, and Sultan Kudarat). The
total contribution of the program in terms of
head population is 5,173 with Region 12’s
biggest contribution of about 54.6% or
2,825 head.

In 2020, SAAD Program refocused swine
projects especially in the areas tagged as
red zones (ASF infected areas).

For FY 2021, SAAD called for a fund
realignment of projects from large ruminants
to swine in the green zone areas, utilizing a
partial data amount of Php 19.1 million in
three regions.

In accordance to the hog repopulation
initiative, an estimated amount of more than
Php 66 million is allotted for FY 2022 SAAD
implementation which includes 411
livelihood projects, possibly benefitting
1542 farmer groups with 2,5403 individual
members.

Biosecurity Measures

Since biosecurity appears to be the only
way to have an impactful and sustainable
risk management measure for the ASF
outbreak, the SAAD Program will continue
to hold awareness campaigns and guide for
strict and intricate measures to protect the
beneficiaries’ backyard hog-raising
livelihood.

It is essential since the SAAD beneficiaries
are among the vulnerable small-scale
farmers where livelihood depends mainly on

Attended by its regional and provincial
implementers, SAAD Program Director
Myer Mula led the session and drew the
course of the program’s 2021 and 2022
livelihood implementation, emphasizing –
among its other key livelihood development
initiatives – the hog repopulation as one of
its priorities in municipalities where it is
feasible and safe to conduct the said
project.

In the program’s preparation, green zones
were identified from the list of the 30
provinces where the SAAD Program
operates, as published by the Bureau of
Animal Industry (BAI) in February 2021.

The list aims to separate locations with
contamination and exposure, filtering ASF
protected and free area called the “green
zones”, where re-establishment of hog
backyard raising is safe and feasible.
Protected areas or the Light Green Zones
are regions or provinces without ASF cases,
and are considered low-risk zones but
touches the same ground as Yellow Zones
(high-risk areas) in terms of land mass.
Meanwhile, the Free Zone (Dark Green
Zones) pertains to regions whose
geographical limit remains free from ASF.

This step is fundamental to the repopulation
initiative which reiterates biosecurity as the
foundation of its operation. The strategy
adheres to the BaBay ASF key program of
the DA, where monitoring and mitigation of
the said swine disease will be thoroughly
coordinated with the LGU.

Dr. Mula engaging with each region’s
planning team emphasized the SAAD
projects to re-enable local hog backyard
raiser-beneficiaries to engage in hog-
raising considering their area is included in
the “green zone” list . Table 109 shows the
identified “green zone” list under the
covered provinces of the SAAD Program.
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Region Province Municipalities Zone Category

CAR Mountain Province Bauko, Besao, Tadian Protected Zone
Apayao Calanasan, Conner, Flora, Kabugao, Luna, Pudtol, Santa Marcela Protected Zone

MIMAROPA Region Occidental Mindoro Abra de Ilog, Magsaysay, Paluan, Rizal, San Jose, Santa Cruz Free Zone
Region 5 Masbate San Pascual, Monreal, Esperanza, Pio V. Corpuz Free Zone

Sorsogon Donsol, Juban, Irosin, Magallanes, Matnog, Sta. Magdalena Protected Zone
Region 6 Antique Laua-An, San Remigio Free Zone

Negros Occidental Salvador Benedicto Free Zone
Region 7 Negros Oriental Amlan, Ayungon, Bacong, Bais, Basay, Bayawan, Bindoy, Canlaon, Dauin, Dumaguete, Jimalalud, La Libertad, Mabinay,

Pamplona, San Jose, Santa Catalina, Siaton, Sibulan, Tanjay, Tayasan, Valencia, Vallahermoso, Zamboanguita
Free Zone

Bohol Bien Unido, Buenavista, Jetafe, Mabini, Pres. Carlos P. Garcia Free Zone
Siquijor Enrique Villanueva, Larena, Lazi, Maria, San Juan, Siquijor Free Zone

Region 8 Northern Samar Allen, Biri, Bobon, Capul, Catarman, Catubig, Laoang, Lapinig, Lavezares, Mapanas, Mondragon, Palapag, Pambujan,
Rosarop, San Antonio, San Isidro, San Jose, San Roque, San Vicente, Silvino Lobos, victoria, Lope de Vega

Free Zone

Western Samar Almagro, Basey, Calbayog, Calbiga, Catbalogan, Daram, Gandara, Hinabangan, Jiabong, Marabut, Matuguinao, Motiong,
Pinabacdao, San Jose de Buan, San Sebastian, Santa Margarita, Santo Niño, Talalora, Tarangnan, Villareal, Paranas,
Zumarraga, Tagapul-an, San Jorge, Pagsanghan

Free Zone

Eastern Samar Arteche, Balangiga, Balangkayan, Borongan, Can-avid, Dolores, General Macarthur, Giporlos, Hernani, Jipapad, Lawaan,
Llorente, Maslog, Maydolong, Oras, Quinmapondan, Salcedo, San Julian, San Policarpio, Sulat, Taft

Free Zone

Leyte Calubian, Leyte, Matag-Ob, San Isidro, Tabango, Villaba Free and Protected Zone
Southern Leyte Bontoc, Libagon, Liloan, Malitbot, Pintuyan, Saint Bernard, San Francisco, Sogod, Tomas Oppus Free and Protected Zone

Region 9 Zamboanga del Norte Dapitan, Dipolog, Katipunan, La Libertad, Labason, Liloy, Manukan, Mutia, Piñan, Polance, Pres. Manual A. Roxas, Rizal,
Salug, Sergio Osmeña Sr., Siayan, Sibuco, Sindangan, Siocon, Sirawai,Tampilisan, Jose Dalman, Gutalc, Baliguian,
Godod, Bacungan, Kalawit

Free Zone

Sulu Indanan, Luuk, Maimbung, Panamao, Parang Free Zone

Region 10 Bukidnon Baungon, Cabangsalan, Damulog, Impasug-Ong, Kadingilan, Kalilangan, Kibawe, Kitaotao, Malitbog, Pangantucan,
Quezon, San Fernando, Talakag

Free Zone

Lanao del Norte Nunungan, Poona Piagapo, Sapad, Tangcal Free and Protected Zone
Lanao del Sur Kapal, Pigapo, Marawi, Bubong, Marantao, Bacolod Kalawi, Madalum, Madamba, Bayang, Masui, Calanogas, Lumbatam,

Pagayawan, Butig, Amai Manabilang, Malabang, Marogong, Lumbaca Unayan, Tubaran, Kapatagan, Sultan Dumalondong
Free Zone

Misamis Occidental Baliangao, Bonifacio, Concepcion, Panaon, Sapang Dalaga Free Zone
Region 12 North Cotabato Alamada, Kabacan, Libungan, Midsayap, Pigkawayan, Pikit, Banisilan, Aleosan Free and Protected Zone

Sultan Kudarat Lambayong, Palimbang, Pres. Quirino Free Zone
Sarangani Alabel, Malungon, Maasim, Kiamba, Maitum Free and Protected Zone

Maguindanao Buluan, Datu Abdulla Sanki, Datu Piang, Datu Odin Sinsuat, Datu Saudi-Ampatuan, Guindulungan, Kabuntalan,
Mangudadatu, North Upi, Paglat, Pandag, South Upi, Sultan Mastura

Free Zone

Region 13 Surigao del Sur Bayabas, Carmen, Lingig Free and Protected Zone
Agusan del Sur Rosario, Talacogon, Veruela Free Zone

Table 109. List of the identified protected and free zones of SAAD covered provinces from Bureau of Animal Industry (BAI)



farming; addressing security of livelihood is
the program’s prime concern and the further
spread of the said disease.

Strengthened capacity building and
technical support will be available and
offered in the provincial and municipal
agricultural offices ready to serve the local
stakeholders.

The SAAD Program, nearing its concluding
year maximizes its efforts and resources to
continually complement the DA’s efforts to
achieve food security in the country.

True to its ultimate mission of providing
sustainable livelihood through capacity
building, the program, despite the
augmented challenges of the ongoing
pandemic and ASF outbreak, continues to
adapt to the measures available in
addressing the most pressing issues in the
agriculture sector, putting in the forefront the
welfare of the marginalized rural farmers in
the country.

In February 2021, House Resolution No.
1421 calling for the House Leadership to
extend SAAD Program’s implementation for
another 6 years (period 2023-2028) has
been approved by the Philippine House
Committee on Rural Development (PHCRD)
Technical Working Group (TWG) and
rightfully endorsed to the mother
committee.### (Jessa Mae Gabon and
Myer Mula)
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Region Province Municipality No. of
Projects

Groups No. of Group
Members

2021 Appropriation
(Php)

CAR Mountain Province Besao 1 1 10 350,000.00
Barlig 1 1 10 350,000.00
Sabangan 1 1 10 350,000.00
Sadanga 3 1 10 350,000.00

1 21 1,019,000.00
1 25 1,218,000.00

Sagada 2 1 10 350,000.00
1 12 599,300.00

Subtotal 8 8 108 4,586,300.00
Kalinga Balbalan Proper 2 1 50 312,370.00

Maling, Balbalan 2 1 50 312,370.00
Dao-angan,
Balbalan

2 1 50 312,370.00

Mabaca, Balbalan 2 1 50 312,370.00
Pugong, Pasil 2 1 50 312,370.00
Guina-ang, Pasil 2 1 50 312,370.00
Cagaluan, Pasil 2 1 50 312,370.00
Malucsad, Pasil 2 1 50 312,370.00
Mabaca, Tanudan 2 1 50 312,370.00

Subtotal 18 9 450 2,811,330.00
Apayao Mabiga, Conner 2 1 12 1,302,960.00

Subtotal 2 1 12 1,302,960.00
Total for CAR 28 18 570 8,700,590.00

Region
4B

Occidental Mindoro Abra de Ilog 1 5 103 1,750,000.00
Subtotal 1 5 103 1,750,000.00
Total for Region 4B 1 5 103 1,750,000.00

Region 9 Zamboanga del Norte Sergio Osmeña 1 1 30 120,000.00
Polanco 1 2 98 216,000.00
La Libertad 1 1 24 108,000.00
Kalawit 1 1 60 108,000.00
Tampilisan 1 1 100 252,000.00

Subtotal 5 6 312 804,000.00
Total for Region 9 5 6 312 804,000.00

Grand Total 34 29 985 11,254,590.00

Table 110. FY 2021 Current Refocused Swine Production, per green zone municipality



Region Province No. of
Projects

Groups No. of Group
Members

2022 Proposed Budget
(Php)

CAR Apayao 6 6 210 5,800,000.00
Kalinga 11 11 385 9,800,000.00
Mt. Province 11 11 385 10,200,000.00

Subtotal 28 28 980 25,800,000.00
Region 4B Occidental

Mindoro
2 13 331 18,235,000.00

Subtotal 2 13 331 18,235,000.00
Region 6 Negros

Occidental
2 5 90 6,191,000.00

Subtotal 2 5 90 6,191,000.00
Region 7 Bohol 2 10 100 3,705,000.00

Negros Oriental 1 3 36 996,000.00
Siquijor 1 1 15 896,000.00

Subtotal 4 14 151 5,597,000.00
Region 9 Zamboanga del

Norte
2 2 68 530,250.00

Subtotal 2 2 68 530,250.00
Region 12 Sarangani 2 20 200 2,150,000.00

Sultan Kudarat 2 24 240 2,580,000.00
North Cotabato 2 48 480 5,160,000.00

Subtotal 6 92 920 9,890,000.00
Grand Total 44 154 2,540 66,243,250.00

Table 111. Proposed budget for 2022 SAAD Swine Repopulation

The workshop agreements are: a) the
proposed enterprise development will be
refocused to the first to the fourth class
municipalities and focus the production and
support projects to the remaining class; b)
animal housings are allowed but for
established beneficiaries under multiplier
farms and nurseries projects; c) all
Information and Communication Technology
projects are under Medium-Term
Information and Communications
Technology Harmonization Initiative
(MITHI); d) all hauling vehicles intended for
the beneficiaries is now under agri-forestry
expense in tier 1; and e) prioritization shall
be on swine production and establishment
of multiplier under SAAD covered green
zones.

Dir. Mula also said that regions that are in
the green zone should monitor and focus on
the repopulation of hogs amid the threat of
the African Swine Fever (ASF) to help uplift
the swine industry.

The swine production livelihood projects
would help the beneficiary as well as help
address the country’s shortage of pork. It
will also support the Department of
Agriculture’s Bantay sa ASF sa Barangay
(BABay ASF) twin program.

Also discussed was the draft SAAD
roadmap in support to the House Resolution

No. 1421 (HR 1421) that endorses the
SAAD Program’s extension from 2023-
2028.

The event also showed the financial and
physical performance highlights of the
SAAD Program in 2020. For the agricultural
sector, the total obligation is 93.73% (Php
876,882.17 million) and disbursement is
60.39% (Php 529,544.35 million) from the
approved Php 935,451.08 million General
Appropriations Act (GAA). This covers 356
agricultural livelihood projects implemented
to 15,059 individuals and 871 groups; 231
specialized training to 10,876 individuals;
and 135 social preparation activities to
10,838 participants.

For the fisheries sector, the obligation is
94.69% (Php 186,700,356 million) while
disbursement is 76.55% (Php 142,910,966
million) from its Php 197,164.80 million
approved budget of 2020. This covers 181
fishery livelihood projects implemented to
9,244 individual fishers and 281 groups;
and 90 social preparation activities and
specialized training to 3,815 participants.

SAAD’s primary focus is to uplift its
beneficiaries by providing nutritious food on
the table and at the same time increasing
their income through enterprise. ###
(Jennifer Valcobero)

DA-SAAD strategize budget for 2022

March 3, 2021

SUBIC, ZAMBALES, February 24, 2021 –
The Special Area for Agricultural
Development (SAAD) Program of the
Department of Agriculture (DA) prepared its
2022 program implementation during a
three-day plan and budget workshop on
February 22-24, 2021.

SAAD, a locally-funded project that seeks to
alleviate poverty in the 30 poorest provinces
in the country, crafted budget proposals to

be presented to the Department of Budget
and Management (DBM).

The activity has 40 participants (31 face-to-
face and 9 online) from the SAAD’s national
and 11 regional offices.

Key highlights

In his opening speech, SAAD Director Myer
Mula emphasized that the implementers
should continue working expeditiously as
they face the health crisis.
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February 22, 2021

QUEZON CITY, February 15, 2021 – The
Philippine House Committee on Rural
Development (PHCRD) Technical Working
Group (TWG) approved the House
Resolution No. 1421 (HR 1421)- authored
by Congresswoman Representative Elisa
`Olga´ T. Kho – for endorsement to the
mother committee.

Chaired by the Representative of the 1st
district, Samar Edgar Mary S. Sarmiento,
the HR 1421 titled “A Resolution Strongly
Urging the House Leadership through the
Committee on Rural Development to Extend
the Implementation of the Department of
Agriculture’s Special Area for Agricultural
Development Program (DA-SAAD) for Six
Years from 2023 to 2028” was reviewed
during the TWG meeting via video
conference call.

The Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA)
and the Department of Social Welfare and
Development (DSWD) through their
representatives expressed their support for

the extension of the program.

DA Undersecretary for Operations Ariel T.
Cayanan explained that the program is
rolled out based on the PSA poverty
incidence data of its target beneficiaries
(2012 data for FY 2017 beneficiaries and
2015 data for the FYs 2018 and 2019).

Also, the Regional Field Offices (RFOs) are
the main actors in implementing the
program guided by the National Program
Management Office (NPMO), and that
through social preparation, the identified
beneficiaries receive livelihood projects
which are monitored by the implementers.

Usec. Cayanan added that SAAD is
currently undergoing a Midterm
Assessment, addressing the concern of the
National Economic and Development
Authority (NEDA). NEDA recommended that
an assessment should be conducted to
analyze the gaps in the implementation of
the program to use as a justification for the
extension.

The study, led by the Don Mariano Marcos
Memorial State University, is evaluating
SAAD’s contribution to its FY 2017 and
2018 covered provinces. It commenced in
January 2021 and is expected to be
completed in August.

Answering the inquiry of Congressman
Sarmiento, SAAD Program Director Myer G.
Mula stated 80% of the Php 4.5 billion funds
was spent on livelihood projects, while 20%
was allocated for the program management
office (PMO) activities from 2017 to 2020.

As of January, the SAAD has already
reached 134,153 individuals and 3,415
groups with 87,621 members.

Usec. Cayanan reiterated that the purpose
of SAAD is to alleviate poverty which means
that it does not duplicate, but rather
complements the DA regular programs.

The Department of Budget and
Management (DBM) is concerned on the
financial performance of the SAAD Program
from 2017 to 2020, particularly its
disbursements. DBM will base its evaluation
on the “merits and the established
organizational staffing and position
classification policies rules and regulations”
once the Congress approves the extension
of the program.

Usec. Cayanan assured that SAAD will
regularly update on the progress addressing
its disbursement. He also mentioned that
the program is continuously upscaling and
strengthening, and the NPMO and PMO are
not only present in the distribution of the
interventions, but also evaluate the effect of
the implementation on the farmers and
fishers.

The Chairperson of the PHCRD Rep. Elisa
“Olga” Kho (2nd District, Masbate),
accepted the amendment recommending
the deletion in HR 1421 of the “whereas
clause” that requires the hiring of
coterminous manpower who are
experienced and trained in the
implementation. Rep. Godofredo Guya
(Party-List, RECOBODA) believes that the
personnel who will implement the program
should be accorded permanent positions.

The 2023-2028 SAAD roadmap was
required by the TWG. This will include the
annual interventions and livelihood projects,
its target individuals and areas, and the
budget which will be presented to the
mother committee. ### (Natalianne Marie
Delos Reyes)
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January 26, 2021

BAGUIO CITY, January 25, 2021 – The
Special Area for Agricultural Development
(SAAD) Program of the Department of
Agriculture (DA) will implement Php 203
million worth of rice-related, high-value
crops, livestock, and poultry livelihood
projects in the Cordillera Administrative
Region (CAR) for FY 2021.

Discussed during the virtual (20
participants) and face-to-face (54
participants) Operational Planning
Workshop conducted by the program on
January 20-22 were the 135 SAAD projects
to be implemented in the provinces of
Apayao (Php 45.9 million), Kalinga (Php

48.5 million), and Mountain Province (Php
49 million).

Meanwhile, SAAD CAR allocated Php 57.8
million for its program management support
and Php 1.8 million for social preparation.

In its report, the region noted an obligation
rate of 98.13% (Php 141,265,149.70) and a
disbursement rate of 46% (Php
66,556,803.73) from its Php 143,951,000
budget of FY 2020 as of December 30,
2020.

Php 79M worth of projects benefit over 2K
fisherfolk, 157 groups in Region 7

The schedule of deliveries for the remaining
interventions that were impeded last year
due to the pandemic was also discussed, as
well as the completion and submission
within the first quarter of 2021 of the
documents needed for the undelivered
inputs.

Discussed during the events

SAAD Program Director Myer G. Mula said
in his message that there is a need for
proper and complete documentation of all
the projects implemented in each province
covered by the program.

Dir. Mula added that in the last two years of
the program, the implementers must focus
on agripreneurship and the establishment of
multiplier farms for livestock, poultry, and
seeds and seedlings.

“We should set our minds that the ultimate
goal of the DA banner programs and special
projects is ‘Masaganang Ani at Mataas na
Kita’. Our goal is to increase the production
and income of the farmer,” Dir. Cameron
Odsey of DA-CAR ended. ### (Evangeline
Yambot)

January 31, 2021

CENTRAL VISAYAS, January 25, 2021 –
Thousands of fisherfolk and hundreds of
associations from Central Visayas Region
(Region 7) benefitted from the livelihood aid
of the Department of Agriculture (DA) –
Special Area for Agricultural Development
(SAAD) Program.

The DA-Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BFAR) in Region 7 earmarked
Php 79.1 million worth of fishery projects
and livelihood interventions to 157
organizations (2,249 Members) and 2,372
individuals from 2017 to 2019. More than
Php 15 million was allotted in 2017; Php 27
million in 2018; Php 37 million in 2019 and
Php 19 million in 2020.

BFAR 7 implemented at least 61 projects in
the provinces of Bohol, Negros Oriental,
and Siquijor. The assistance varies from
aquaculture, capture fisheries, and
postharvest technology.

For aquaculture, projects rolled out were
pond culture, marine fish cages, freshwater
fish farms, seaweed culture, and shellfish
culture.

Under the capture fisheries, beneficiaries
received fishing gear, gill nets, fish corrals,
fiberglass boats with marine engines, and
other fishing materials.

Postharvest technologies were also
distributed such as fish processing
equipment, stainless table, value-adding
materials, and ice-making machines.

In an average, before a fisherfolk-
beneficiary can earn between Php 300 and
Php 500, now that the each beneficiary
were given with SAAD projects they are
gaining an income between Php 800 and
Php 1,500.

About the BFAR-SAAD Program

BFAR-SAAD follows a different and unique
approach in providing assistance to farmers
and fisherfolk.

It is implemented on a three-year period
wherein the progress of the projects
gradually advances on the succeeding
years.

In the first year, the beneficiaries are
provided individually with projects that help
augment their livelihood.

In the second year, fisherfolk were formed
into organizations and were immersed in
skills development training.

In the third year, they are capacitated in
handling fishery enterprises that they will
have to manage independently on their
own.

BFAR, through the SAAD Program, aims to
empower fishers by providing them better
opportunities in improving their livelihood
and increasing their income through
enterprise development, hoping to alleviate
the poverty status among stakeholders. ###
(May Miasco)

Php 203M budget for 2021 to be executed
in CAR
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January 26, 2021

DAVAO CITY, January 25, 2021 – Amid a
new normal, the Special Area for
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program
Region 11 appropriated Php 43 million, its
biggest allocation yet since its pilot year, for
agricultural livelihood projects in Davao de
Oro.

This represents an upward trend with a
4.65% increase from the allocation last year
(Php 41 million), a noteworthy 59.5% growth
from 2019 (Php 25.6 million), and a
staggering 164% built-up compared to 2018
(Php 15.5 million) – the program’s pilot year.

Of the Php 43 million, 60 farmers’
associations from 57 barangays covering
the entire 11 municipalities of the province
will benefit from the program’s identified
interventions. The livelihood projects
include production on banana (lakatan),
abaca, lettuce, native chicken, duck (itik
pinas kayumanggi), and upgraded goat.

“This (referring to the budget) will increase
the scope of our projects, and I’m personally
pleased about this development,” SAAD

Region 11 Focal Person Naomi Lamata
said.

“The increase in budget means confidence
that our interventions are making a
difference,” SAAD Region 11 Provincial
Coordinator Jake Colina added.

In its three years of operations, the program
served more than 11,000 beneficiaries.

SAAD Region 11 maintains a positive
disposition that despite the ongoing
pandemic, the interventions will continue to
improve the lives of its recipients, most
especially those in the geographically
isolated and disadvantaged areas (GIDA)
and Ending Local Communist Armed
Conflict (ELCAC) areas. Among the groups
of Indigenous People served by the program
include Mansaka, Ata, Dibabawon,
Mandaya, etc.

In 2018, SAAD Region 11 piloted in five
municipalities in the province, increasing
the scope twofold in 2019 to 10, then
covering all 11 municipalities in 2020. ###
(James Brian Flaga)

January 26, 2021

QUEZON CITY, METRO MANILA, January
25, 2021 – The coverage of possible new
areas and continuation of current projects
are now closer to reality as government
agencies supported the extension of the
Special Area for Agricultural Development
(SAAD) Program of the Department of
Agriculture (DA) from 2023 to 2028 under
House Resolution (HR) 1421.

The HR 1421, which has the full title, “A
Resolution Strongly Urging the House
Leadership through the Committee on Rural
Development to Extend the Implementation
of the Department of Agriculture’s Special
Area for Agricultural Development Program
for Six (6) Years from 2023 to 2028”, was
authored by Rep. Elisa “Olga” T. Kho of
Masbate, 2nd District and chairperson of
the Philippine House Committee on Rural
Development (PHCRD).

The PCHRD meeting was chaired by Rep.
Alfred delos Santos of Ang Probinsyano
Party-List and Senior Vice-Chairperson.

Also in attendance were members of the
SAAD national office led by Director Myer
G. Mula, SAAD-Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources (BFAR), Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA), Department of
Social Welfare and Development (DSWD),
and Department of Budget and
Management (DBM), and National

Economic Development Authority (NEDA).

The extension aimed to strengthen
government efforts to address the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic and aftermath of
Typhoons Molave (“Quinta”), Goni (“Rolly”),
and Vamco (“Ulysses”).

To further justify the extension, the SAAD
Program will submit results of its ongoing
Midterm Assessment being conducted by a
third party once available.

Various testimonial videos from the SAAD
regional offices were presented to the
lawmakers to show the program’s benefit on
its beneficiaries.

The extension of the SAAD Program was
supported by the PSA, DSWD, DBM, and
NEDA since it contributes to poverty
reduction, sustainable food production and
inclusive growth as it covers the country’s
most marginalized areas, including
communities of Indigenous Peoples (IPs).

The request for extension includes the
creation of coterminous positions,
procurement of motor vehicles for project
monitoring and evaluation purposes, and
provision of incentives to LGUs.

The Committee culminated the hearing by
agreeing to create a Technical Working
Group to further refine the resolution.###
(Ian Kevin Sevilla)
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DA-SAAD Region 9 executes
implementation of Php 113M 2021 budget

January 22, 2021

DIPOLOG CITY, January 15, 2021– The
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Special
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD)
Program in Region 9 is ready to serve
farmers this year with a total budget of Php
113,111,000 (based on the General
Appropriations Act).

The SAAD Zamboanga del Norte and Sulu
teams planned their implementation in a
meeting in Dipolog.

DA- Chief of Fields Operations Division
Reynaldo Campomanes instructed the Area
Coordinators (ACs) and technical staff to
hold advance arrangements (purchase
requests) to avoid delays in the purchase
and delivery of agricultural interventions to
the farmers in their respective areas of
assignment.

The SAAD Region 9 also agreed that they
should practice transparency over their
transactions to ensure the effective use of
resources.

The team also discussed matters (e.g.
liquidation of agri-inputs and small

machinery and any accounts payable) from
2020 to be settled this January.

SAAD Region 9 livelihood projects in
2021

The SAAD in Zamboanga del Norte will
promote the free-range native chicken
raising project by providing 4,000 head to
municipalities of Sibuco, Sibutad, Rizal,
Roxas, and Siocon. It will also provide
additional support to peanut processing
(e.g. cooking equipment and container jars)
to Sagip Farmers Association as an
enterprise.

On the other hand, the Cassava-Corn-
Peanut Production and the Egg Production
projects (egg machine) will still be the main
livelihood projects that SAAD will provide in
Sulu.

The SAAD Region 9 targeted 85 livelihood
projects that will benefit 167 groups with
650 members in 2021. The team is also set
to conduct training programs for 1,345
targeted beneficiaries. ### (Natalianne
Marie Delos Reyes)
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December 3, 2021

BICOL, December 1, 2021 –The
Department of Agriculture – Special Area for
Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD) Bicol
together with the development officers of
the SAAD national office conducted a
Result-Based Monitoring and Evaluation
Rapid Appraisal (RBMERA) in the provinces
of Catanduanes and Sorsogon from
November 16 to 18, 2021 to evaluate project
field implementations and maintain timely
delivery of interventions to the
beneficiaries.

Masbate was not included in the RBMERA
due to COVID-19 restrictions implemented
by the provincial local government unit.

The activity was led by SAAD Bicol Action
Officer Dr. Mary Grace DP. Rodriguez, DA-
Region 5 Agricultural Program Coordinating
Officer (APCO) for Sorsogon Florentino
Ubalde Jr., SAAD regional staff, and SAAD
national Planning, Monitoring, and
Evaluation (PME) Officers Marie Abigail De
La Cruz, Ashley Mae Apigo, and Gio Renzo
Caballero.

The RBMERA is one of the activities of the
SAAD Program to evaluate the SAAD
beneficiaries and the impact of its projects.
Its conduct will justify the importance of the
program and will serve as a basis for
possible extension.

To review and harmonize the project
implementation procedures of the DA-SAAD
Bicol in line with the guidelines set by the
national office, the regional process flow
was revisited during the monitoring. SAAD
Catanduanes and Sorsogon also presented
their provincial process flow.

The regional and provincial process flow
shows how the SAAD Program started its
implementation and how the SAAD
beneficiaries were chosen such that
consultation and coordination with local
government units (LGU) and other
stakeholders were conducted, and data from
the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) on
poverty incidence were considered during
the planning stage.

SAAD officers visited the vegetable
production project of the San Roque
Vegetable Association, duck production of
the San Miguel SAAD Duck Raisers
Association, poultry production of the
Hidhid Farmers Association, and the corn
production of the Naspi Agricultural Workers
Association.

The four projects were identified covering
the following: Funds transferred to the
LGUs; Local Task Forces to End Local
Communist Armed Conflict (ELCAC)

involvement; Enterprises established; Big
ticket projects; Typhoon-affected areas;
Reported projects to 8888; and Identified
projects based on the potential, struggles,
and the change of directions.

On October 16, 2021, San Roque Vegetable
Association (SRVA) showcased their
production area measuring 400 square
meters (sqm) in Bato where the casual
interview was conducted.

The SRVA is a women-led group that
recently graduated from the season-long
Farmer Field School (FFS) on Vegetable
Production Technology conducted from
June 24 to October 8.

Meanwhile, in Baras, the duck project of the
San Miguel SAAD Duck Raisers
Association was also evaluated, recording
continued progress on production and
gradual establishment of small-scale egg
enterprises within the area where
transactions are recorded and sales are
saved for the association’s fund.

Another poultry project in Sorsogon was
visited where 20 members of the Hidhid
Farmers Association are managing 400
stocks of Kabir native chicken in a
communal area measuring 1,000sqm. The

project has been up and running since the
provision of interventions on August 5.

During the interview, Hidhid Farmers
Association member Policarpio Ramos
shared, “Mas maganda ang grupo kasi
nagkakadarayunan (It is better as a group
because we work together).”

The group, through its president Rufino
Gallanosa also shared their plans to
produce organic feeds with the help of the
program as alternative animal feed when
supplies run out.

Moreover, the Naspi Agricultural Workers
Association (NAWA), established in 2020
amid the pandemic in Pilar, warmly
welcomed the national to provincial team of
the DA-SAAD.

The group provided stories of their
accomplishments aligned to their mission,
vision, and plans, issues and problems
within the association;

They already established a talipapa (small
wet/temporary market) for promotion of their
products; and plans to acquire machinery
such as corn shelter, act mini corn mitt, and
cassava chopper.

Ubalde Jr. reminded the association to keep
the good relationship among its members
for the continued success of the
association.

Municipal Mayor of Pilar Carolyn Sy-Reyes
said, “Isa ang SAAD sa mga pinakagusto ko
na projects kasi makikita talaga ang impact
(SAAD is one of the projects that I like
because you can really see its impact).”

Information gathered during the monitoring
and evaluation activities will serve as a
basis to come up with policy
recommendations to further assist the
SAAD farmers. ### (Angelica Blanco)

DA-SAAD Bicol’s Result-Based Monitoring
and Evaluation Rapid Appraisal (RBMERA)
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inputs to farmer leaders on maintaining
good soil moisture and some ideal seed
management techniques to sustain their
good harvest.

Joined by Antique APCO Sonie Guanco and
DA-WV SAAD Regional Focal Person
Dominador Marquez, Director also made a
courtesy visit to Municipal Mayor Mary
Joyce Roquero.

“Look into establishing multiplier farms to
address the needs of the farmers. LGU
support is very crucial in strengthening
sustainable association”, Mula added.

The municipality has purchased a three-
hectare land. They now propose putting up
a multiplier farm and installing other
agricultural-rated projects to support their
farmers. ### (M.C. Buala)

SAAD national director inspires Antique
FAs to pursue sustainable projects

November 14, 2021

ANTIQUE, November14, 2021 – Special
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD)
National Director Myer Mula met
Valderrama, Antique farmer leaders,
inspiring them to build sustainable projects
after monitoring three projects in Antique on
November 10.

Valderrama, Antique is one of the
Department of Agriculture (DA) SAAD
recipients, currently having 20 farmer
groups with 768 farmer members.

According to DAWestern Visayas (WV)
Regional SAAD Focal Person Dominador
Marquez, the municipality has received
Php 17 million worth of agricultural
interventions in 2021. By 2022, there shall
be a Php 13 million budget for additional
projects identified by organized farmer
groups.

Takas Ibangga-an-Tangke Irrigators’
Association is one of the SAAD
beneficiaries for Corn Production with a
total project budget of Php 1.3 million. This
project was in the form of a grant, and
farmers shall return a portion of their
income to sustain the association’s
revolving fund. The farmer-beneficiaries are
looking forward to a higher yield of their
hybrid corn this December.

Director Mula also visited the Chicken Layer
Egg Production Project of Canipayan
Irrigators’ Association (CIA). This project
started last June was able to assist 37
active farmer members. He said 48 heads
of ready-to-lay-pullets and other materials
amounting to Php 253,946 were granted to
the association.

“Work seriously with your bookkeeping and
daily monitoring records and study on how

you can incubate eggs to replace your old
stocks. You can sell chicken meat later on.
Always envision how you can make it
sustainable, laban lang tayo!” said Dir. Mula.

CIA is one of the four farmers’ associations
in the municipality that ventured into egg
layers production. DA-WV SAAD reported a
combined income of Php 48,117 in
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September, two months after installing the
projects. They collect 50 to 60 eggs daily;
they classify small and medium sizes, sold
at Php 150 to P200 per tray.

Mula appreciated the bounty harvest of
Tigmamale Valderrama Irrigators’
Association, Inc. of their organic eggplant.
Last November 2020, a grant of
Php 348,460 for seeds and gardening tools
was materialized. Another allocation of
Php 730,800 budget was provided last May
2021 for the 67 active members of the
association. He shared some scientific



October 28, 2021

QUEZON CITY, October 27, 2021- Director
Myer G. Mula of the Department of
Agriculture Special Area for Agricultural
Development (DA-SAAD) Program visited 8
beneficiaries (5 individuals and 3 groups) in
Negros Oriental to monitor the progress of
its existing livelihood projects from
October 18 to 20, 2021.

Dir. Mula, together with the SAAD7 regional
and provincial implementers for both
agriculture and fishery sectors, traveled to
Amlan, Mabinay, La Libertad, Bayawan, and
Basay.

Director’s Visit in Negros Oriental

Dir. Mula met Donald Agir and Liezel
Colimbo, both from Amlan, on October 19.

Donald is an individual beneficiary from
Amlan who received a buck worth
Php 25,000 from Integrated Livelihood
Project in 2017. He now has 22 goats since
the start of the project.

He used various publications such as
magazines, books, and references from the

internet to widen his knowledge in goat
raising.

He plans to use the income from selling
goats to use as capital to buy new stocks of
goats and to renovate his old shed. He is
also using social media to advertise his
goats.

Liezel, on the other hand, received the
Backyard Cattle Breeding Project, receiving
1 cattle worth Php 30,000 in November
2020.

Mrs. Colimbo and her son planted napier
and ipil-ipil to be mixed in the feeds to
sustain the nutrition of the cattle.

Mr. Agir and Mrs. Colimbo were advised to
join their local associations so that they can
also help other farmers by turning-over the
cattle’s offspring to the members. With this,
the SAAD program will organize a training
on organizational development and a
specialized training on foraging and feed
management. Dir. Mula also added that the
program should coordinate with other
agencies such as the Agricultural Training
Institute (ATI) for the conduct of said
training.

On October 20, Dir. Mula visited Rolando
Bendanillo, an adopted member of the
Baglabeto Bagtic Livelihood Association for
Better Association. The group is a recipient
of the FY 2019 Upland Rice-Based Farming
with Post Harvest Equipment and FY 2020
Corn Based Farming with Vegetable
(Hybrid) and Carabao in Mabinay.

From the said projects, Rolando received
interventions worth Php 13,971.60 and
Php 16,938, respectively.

From 2019 to September 2021, he earned a
cumulative sales of Php 170,500 from
selling eggplant, ampalaya, cucumber,
string beans, and bell pepper.

Despite being a member, he and the
members of MKB SLPA were operating as
individuals. Because of this, SAAD will
provide training on organizational
development and record-keeping by 2021.

It was also recommended by the Director for
the association to be provided with an
incubator under the Chicken Production
Project (Layer) and training for the said
livelihood.

Dir Mula said that the program will continue
to support the MLB SLPA as long as they

can assure the sustainability of the projects
given to them.

Gabriel Agus, a beneficiary of the fish feeds
under the Pond Culture Technology (Tilapia)
worth Php12,150 in 2017, Php 8,545 in
2018, and Php 8,320 in 2019 in Mabinay,
also shared his project status and gratitude
to the program.

He said, “Dako among pasalamat sa SAAD.
Daghang mananagat ang naka-avail sa
maong project sa SAAD ilabi na katong
walay ikapalit og feeds.”

(We are very much grateful for SAAD. Many
of our fisherfolks were able to avail of the
projects funded by SAAD especially those
that could not afford to buy the fishery
inputs like the feeds.)

Gabriel was previously toiling on
agricultural land. He then converted it into a
tilapia farm (tilapyahan) in 2017 and it was
very timely that the SAAD Program came
when he asked for assistance from the local
government unit (LGU) through the
agriculture’s office.

His income improved when he ventured into
tilapia farming as compared to rice
production.
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Dir. Mula emphasized on the need to
establish a tilapia hatchery. Since the
tilapyahan of Gabriel already covered his 1
hectare (ha), the hatchery can sustain the
project and will provide fingerlings for his
tilapia grow-out culture

Dir. Mula told Dr. Florencia Mepaña, Negros
Oriental Provincial Fishery Office head,
about this proposal which the latter
supports.

Mabinay fishery technician Gladys D.
Ignacio said the LGU, for its part, will help
Gabriel in boosting the area as an eco-
tourism site.

Also another proposal, the program
managers are planning to expand the fish
farm grow-out culture by rearing other
freshwater species other than tilapia.

La Libertad farmer Felix Turtor, who
received a packet of goats (1 buck and 4
does) in 2018 under the Goat Production
Project worth Php 54,500, also showed
project results.

The packet of goats grew into four. From
August 2019 to September 2021, Felix has
earned a cumulative sales of Php 52,600
from selling 21 goats.

fish cage worth Php 75,000 each under the
2017 Freshwater Tilapia Culture.

Bayawan LGU Fishery Technician Ian Butch
Sala said that the livelihood was turned over
to the organization in 2021. The
intervention included feeds good for two
cycles and some construction materials.

The livelihood was previously given to
another association in 2017 but has
encountered some land ownership
problems. This has led the organization to
turn over the fish cage to ORFIA. ORFIA
gives a part of their sales to the previous
owners of the projects, giving 40% of the
net income.

Since the start of their operations, they had
an initial harvest of 79 kilograms (kg) on
October 8, 2021, earning an income of
Php 7,900.

Mr. Sala said that Bayawan City was elated
to receive several SAAD projects not only
for fish cages, but also fiberglass boats.

Dir. Mula gave some recommendations on
proper management of fish farms such as
providing GPS to easily locate the areas.
He also encouraged the LGU to continue
the implementation of the existing projects
in Bayawan.

Aside from ORFIA, the Organic Farmers
Practitioners (90 active members) of
Bayawan City was also visited. The group is
a beneficiary of the Acquisition of Post-
Harvest Facilities.

The association received one unit of
kiskisan rice mill, solar bubble dryer, palay
cutters, a vacuum sealer, and palay reapers
in April 2019. The members use the
postharvest equipment without any fees as
long as they will replace the fuel and give
some amount for its maintenance.

They also received two chillers (one single-
door and one two-door) in January 2021
which they use to prolong the shell life of

the organic vegetables which are sold in the
mini store or organic hub.

The fresh produce is certified by DA
Bayawan City as organic products. Every
kilo of the product sold, Php 5 goes to the
farmer association to serve as their income.

All in all, they received a Php 1,040,000
worth of intervention from SAAD.

The association was advised to share the
equipment to other farmers and let them
rent it. This scheme will help the other
farmers with their postharvest activity, as
well as generate additional income for the
association.

Also, Dir. Mula met the members of the
Cabigtian Cayangcangon Tambo Colos
Farmers Association or CACATACOFA who
are recipients of the Agricultural Equipment
and Support to Rice Production projects in
2017. They also received rice thresher,
hand tractor, rubberized rice miller, floating
tiller, seeds, and other farm inputs worth
Php 1,555,460.

The rice mill is already not functional, but
the association was able to secure funds
from rental fees using the said equipment.
The farmer who uses the machine pays
Php 2,000 or in kind (six bags of palay per
hectare to the association). With the
accumulated funds, the FA was able to buy
a new rice mill with the help of the LGU.

The association is venturing on vegetable
farming as their rice farming has not been
successful due to climate change. This is
also recommended as malnutrition is
prevalent in the area.

Dir. Mula recommended giving additional
intervention related to breeders and free-
range chicken to CACATACOFA to help
reduce malnutrition.

It was also observed that the association
needs specialized training on bookkeeping
and product enterprising.

Part of these sales were used to renovate
his house, for food and inputs like fertilizer
for plants and feeds for goats. He also used
a portion of the sales to pay for a pawned
land which he also utilized for agriculture to
generate income (e.g., copra).

He currently has 7 does, 1 buck and 6 kids
which he used as stock multiplier.

Dir. Mula suggested establishing a goat
multiplier farm operated as an association.
The Pangca Farmers Association, in which
Felix is a member, may sell excess goats
(returned goats from association members
as payment) and loan funds to their
members.

On October 21, Dir. Mula monitored Ohot
Rice Farmers and Irrigators Association
(ORFIA), which is a recipient of two units of
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Other activities in Negros Oriental

Dir. Mula paid a courtesy call to the
important officials in the LGUs who are key
in carrying out the SAAD activities in the
province.

The director met with the Amlan Municipal
Mayor Manuel Jose C. Sycip, La Libertad
Municipal Mayor Emmanuel L. Iway, APCO-
Negros Oriental Sarah Perocho, BFAR PFO
head Dr. Florencia Mepaña, Engr. Kenneth
S. Artes – City Agriculturist of Bayawan City,
Ms. Leizel A. Lanzaderas – Municipal
Agriculture Officer in Bayawan.

Lastly, Dir. Mula visited a hatchery in Sitio
Danapa, barangay Nangka which is
managed by the LGU Bayawan City-
Fishery Division (Inland Aquaculture) of the
City Agriculture Office.

The hatchery was established in early 2000,
has a total area of about 7ha, and is
considered as the biggest tilapia hatchery in
Negros Oriental province.

Dir. Mula appreciated the effort of the LGU
in operating a hatchery that may be
beneficial to the fish farmers.

Mr. Sala said the LGU is supplying tilapia
fry and fingerlings to the neighboring towns
and cities since the provincial government
could hardly cater the demand of the fish
farmers.

Dir. Mula advised the LGU or agriculture’s
office – fishery division to enhance its
gathering of data of the fishery production,
both from inland and wild, in Bayawan and
other agricultural commodities.

SAAD in Negros Oriental has been
providing assistance to the farmers and
fisherfolk from the marginalized areas
through agriculture and fishery livelihood
projects since 2017, aiming for the
beneficiaries to achieve DA’s twin goals of
Masaganang Ani at Mataas Na Kita.

Agreements with DA-SAAD Regional and
Provincial Implementers

Dir. Mula met with the DA-SAAD staff and
was presented with updates on the
execution of the program in Negros
Oriental.

It was stressed that the province should
improve and strengthen in areas such as
documentation of activities and profiling of
beneficiaries. The director also gave
instructions on how to deal with problems in
coordination with the LGUs.

SAAD Negros Oriental Provincial
Coordinator John Paulie Sunico requested
a technical writing training for the drafting of
projects which the director has approved.
The one-week training will be held in Bohol
and will be attended by the SAAD provinces
under Region 7. ###

August 27, 2021

AGUSAN DEL SUR, August 27, 2021—
Two farmers and fisherfolk’s associations in
Agusan del Sur showcased their abaca and
tilapia production to Special Area for
Agricultural Development (SAAD) Program
Director Myer Mula with implementers from
the Department of Agriculture (DA) and
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR) Caraga Region.

DA Regional Executive Director (RED) Abel
James Monteagudo, BFAR Regional
Director Usop Pendaliday Jr., and ARD
Edgardo Balambao, led the visit on August
25 in coordination with Talacogon Mayor
Pauline Marie Masendo and San Luis
Mayor Phoebe Corvera.

Director Mula met Culiram SAAD Abaca
Farmers’ Association (CuSAFA) in
Talacogon and Doña Flavia Farmers and
Fisherfolk’ Association (DOFFAS) in San
Luis.

Barangay Culiram, Talacogon

The site of the Abaca project is a 30
minutes away from the center of the
Barangay, considered as an ELCAC area,
where the means of transportation is
through an improvised motor bike with

wings (locally known as Skylab or habal-
habal).

The CuSAFA engages in the SAAD-funded
abaca production with startup inputs
provided since 2019. The 66-member
association is a mix of experienced and
new abaca farmers. Since they vary in
planting time, some expect their first
harvest this year, while the rest will harvest
by 2022. The association utilizes more or
less 53 hectares (ha) of land for the abaca.

In the meantime, CuSAFA members use the
four stripping machines (two portable and
two mobile) funded under FY 2019-2020 to
strip abaca trunks from their existing
plantation.

From January 2020 to August 2021, the
association reported 13,017 kilograms (kg)
of abaca fibers stripped amounting to
Php 991,885 combined sales.
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The abaca fibers were sold for Php 90/kg,
which is twice the regular price of manually
stripped fibers (Binaba). Since they
transitioned from manual to mechanized
stripping, CuSAFA’s existing abaca planters
boosted a 55% sales increase.

Barangay Doña Flavia, San Luis

Meanwhile, the 84-member DOFFAS
engages in Tilapia Culture in Pond project
funded through the BFAR-SAAD in 2019 in
only just 200sqm. To date, they have
increase their operation into a 1.2ha
production area for grow out and hatchery.

DOFFAS president Annaliza Cabantog
reported an estimate of Php 237,782 sales
from four cropping seasons. It is now a
major supplier of tilapia fingerlings in San
Luis with regular buyers across the region.

In addition to the fishery project, DOFFAS
purchased vegetables seeds such as bell
pepper, eggplant, cucumber, red chili,
tomatoes, and string beans using the
income they received from the project in
February 2020. They recorded Php 65,859
net income from the vegetable production
from their 0.75ha land.

“A program will be successful in partnership
and transparency,” emphasized Director
Mula during his dialogue with the directors
and mayors. “Critical na component ng
programa ang support ng local government
units and relevant stakeholders,” he added.
(The support of the local government units
and other stakeholders is critical in the
implementation of the program.)

Present during the visits are DA-SAAD
Deputy Focal Person Jekem D. Sanchez
together with Provincial Agriculturist
Armando G. Valiente and Municipal
Agriculturists Reuel A. Barraca (Talacogon)
and Ceasar G. Burdeos (San Luis). ###
(Mark Angelo Pineda)

August 27, 2021

SURIGAO DEL SUR, August 26, 2021—
Program Director Myer G. Mula of the
Special Area for Agricultural Development
(SAAD), along with the regional
implementers from the Department of
Agriculture (DA) Region 13 led by Regional
Executive Director (RED) Abel James I.
Monteagudo and the Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) Assistant
Regional Director (ARD) Edgardo P.
Balambao visited two farmers’ associations
(FAs) in Surigao del Sur on August 24.

The FAs were the Balete Chicken Growers
Association (BACGA) in Bayabas and the
Soong Fisherfolk Association (SOFAS) in
Tago.

BACGA (31 members) is investing in the
native chicken production project provided
by the program in 2019. As of June 2021,
the association reported an accumulated
earnings of Php 117,257 from selling eggs,
chicks, and live weight chicken.

Meanwhile, SOFAS (20 members) is a
recipient of Milkfish (Bangus) Culture in
Cage under the FY 2019 budget. According
to association president Ferdinand
Arpilyeda Montero, they already earned an
estimated gross income of Php 340,000
from selling bangus in 2020 in two cropping
seasons.

Together with RED Monteagudo and ARD
Balambao, he also paid a courtesy meeting
with Bayabas Mayor Maria Clarita Limbaro.
Director Mula discussed the directions of
the SAAD Program and presented the
Participatory Guarantee System (PGS) of
the Bureau of Agriculture and Fisheries
Standards (BAFS), which he eyes to
complement the entrepreneurial phase of
the SAAD Program.

The activity was coordinated with LGU-
Bayabas led by Mayor Limbaro and
Municipal Agriculturist Geralyn B. Guibao.
Also present were DA-SAAD Deputy Focal
Person Jekem D. Sanchez and staff
(Provincial and Municipal Coordinators).
### (Mark Angelo Pineda)

SAAD Director visits poultry and milkfish
culture projects in Surigao del Sur
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August 10, 2021

QUEZON CITY, August 10, 2021– The
National Program Management Office
(NPMO) of the Special Area for Agricultural
Development (SAAD) completed its Results-
Based Monitoring and Evaluation Rapid
Appraisal (RBMERA) activity in Northern
Samar, Eastern Samar, and Samar from
July 26 to August 3.

The result will be used to provide policy
recommendations to further improve the
program as it reaches its final year of
implementation in 2022, pushing for its
extension from 2023 to 2028.

The national office will continue the activity
in the region’s two more SAAD-covered
provinces, Leyte and Southern Leyte, in
September. ### (Natalianne Marie Delos
Reyes)

NPMO-SAAD completes RBMERA in three
Samar provinces

Province Municipality SAAD Beneficiary Projects

Samar Marabut Hilaba Farmers Association Layer Chicken (Egg) Production Project
Basey San Antonio Integrated Farmers Association Rice Production Project, Goat Production Project (Supplemental), Layer

Chicken (Egg) Production Project
Jiabong Cantongtong United Youth Association Layer Chicken (Egg) Production Project
Jiabong Jiabong Upland Developers Association Tilapia in Pond Production
Paranas Uswag Pequit Farmers Association Cassava Production Project, Layer Chicken (Egg) Production Project,

Native Chicken Production
Paranas Patag Kauswagan Farmers Association Corn Production Project, Layer Chicken (Egg) Production Project
Calbiga Binanggaran Farmers Association Layer Chicken (Egg) Production Project
Pinabacdao Sitio Agimet Upland Farmers Association Layer Chicken (Egg) Production Project
Sta. Rita Individual Beneficiaries Bangus Culture in Fish Cage
Gandara Individual Beneficiaries Rice Fish Culture

Northern
Samar

Allen Allen Organic Vegetable Raisers Corn Production
San Jose Tubigdanao Farmers Association Rice-Duck Production
San Jose Individual beneficiaries Bangus Culture in Fish Cage
Silvino Lobos Kabalikat sa Tunay na Pagbabago at Kaunlaran

(KATUPARAN)
Swine Production

Pambujan Cagkawayan-Giparayan Farmers Association Mallard Duck Production
Pambujan Individual beneficiaries Fishing Gears - Gill net
Mondragon Chitongco FA Swine Production
Catarman Old Rizal Integrated Organic Rural Improvement

Club Association (ORIORICA)
Layer Chicken (Egg) Production Project

Eastern
Samar

Lope de Vega Samahan ng Kababaihan sa Barangay
(SAMAKABA)

Vegetable Production

Arteche Catumsan SAAD Livestock and Rice Farmers
Association

Swine Production, Vegetable Production

Dolores Aroganga Rice and Coconut Farmers Association Vegetable Production
Borongan City Maypangdan Fisherfolk’s Association Capture Fishing, Post-processing
Borongan City Cagbonga Backyard Swine and Duck Raisers

Association
Layer Chicken (Egg) Production Project, Mallard Duck Production,
Swine Production

Borongan City Bayobay Livestock and Vegetable Production
Association

Swine Production, Mallard Duck Production, Layer Chicken (Egg)
Production Project

Balangkayan Tabi Rice Planters Association Vegetable Production
General
MacArthur

Aguinaldo Livestock Production Raisers
Association

Swine Production

Quinapondan Brgy. Alang-alang Organic Farmers Association Integrated Kalamansi and Layer Egg Production Project
Guiuan Taytay Fishermen and Fisher Drier Association Capture Fisheries - Payao

Table 113. Project areas visited during the RBMERA

Province Number of Project
Sites Visited

Total

Agriculture Fishery
Samar 7 3 10
Northern
Samar

7 2 9

Eastern
Samar

7 2 9

Total 21 7 28

Table 112. Number of projects visited
during RBMERA in Samar,
Northern Samar, and Eastern
Samar
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August 7, 2021

NORTH COTABATO, August 3, 2021 – To
determine whether the projects
implemented are on track toward the
Special Area for Agricultural Development
(SAAD) Program’s goals, Director Myer
Mula visited four associations in North
Cotabato.

Some of the SAAD projects he monitored
are the Chicken Layer Egg Production (Brgy
Sibsib, Tulunan), Integrated Corn
Production (Brgy Guiling, Alamada), Upland
Rice Production (Brgy Dado, Alamada), and
the Community Based Vegetable Production
with food processing building (Brgy
Rangayen, Alamada) (Table 1).

Vegetable Production and Processing
Project

The RVGA is a recipient of the Php 1.7
million worth of vegetables production
project with food processing building under
2017 downloaded fund to Alamada local
government unit (LGU).

The association received the vegetable
inputs for their 9,700 square meters area in
December 2017 and started to plant in
2018. They harvested some of their plants
and earned a little but the onslaught of the
CoVid-19 hindered them from going to their
communal garden. The lockdown
restrictions prevented them from looking
after their crops.

This year, RVGA received the food
processing building which will serve as the
trading post of the group to house
processed products like turmeric powder,
ginger tea powder, and roselle wine.

To make up for their losses in 2019 and

SAAD National Director visits SAAD
farmers in North Cotabato

Barangay/
Municipality

Association Members Project Intervention Received Qty UoM Project Cost
(Php)

Total
Area

Rangayen,
Tuluna

Rangayen
Vegetable
Growers
Association
(RVGA)

25 FY 2017
downloaded
fund:
Community
Based
Vegetable
Production

25g bell pepper seed 58 can 1,717,000.00 1.4ha
100g tomato seeds 60 can
25g radish seeds 58 can
25g lettuce seeds 59 can
100g Chinese pechay seeds 59 can
50g carrot seeds 112 can
plastic mulch 2 roll
agricultural net 20 roll
sprinkler/drip irrigation facilities 1 unit
2L capacity with 100m PE pipe plastic
tank

2 unit

vegetable trading center 1 unit
pinakbet seeds 1,000 pack
sinigang seeds 1,000 pack

Guiling,
Alamada

993 Farmers
Association

25 FY 2021:
Integrated Corn
Production

hybrid corn seeds GM 50 bag 446,750.00 58ha
urea fertilizer 50 bag
complete fertilizer 50 bag
battery operated knapsack sprayer 5 unit
50g pinakbet seeds 110 pack
shovel 5 piece
bolo 25 piece
corn sheller 1 unit

Dado,
Alamada

Teren Teren
Farmers
Association

50 FY 2021:
Integrated
Upland Rice
Production with
Livestock and
Vegetable
Production

40kg upland rice seeds 100 bag 405,000.00 74ha
urea fertilizer 100 bag
complete fertilizer 100 bag
battery operated knapsack sprayer 10 unit
50g pinakbet seeds 250 pack
shovel 50 piece
bolo 50 piece
hand trowel 50 piece
upgraded doe 25 head
upgraded buck 2 head

Sibsib,
Alamada

Barangay
Sibsib Senior
Citizen Farmers
Association

25 FY 2020: Layer
Chicken Egg
Production

layer chicken 232 head 117,764.00 250m2

layer feeds 8 bag

Table 114. Alamada Farmers’ SAAD Interventions Received
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2020, the group used their little income for
buying vegetable seeds and planting them
again.

Dir. Mula advised the 25 members of RVGA
to do rotational organic farming. He also
encouraged the farmers to keep track of
their income and expenses records. He also
suggested that the group should also try
producing vermicast as organic fertilizer.

Chicken Layer Egg Production Project

Meanwhile, Dir. Mula inspected and
evaluated the Barangay Sibsib Senior
Citizen Association’s performance for the
Chicken Layer Egg Production Project. He
interviewed the officers and members on
their layer of chicken egg production
management.

Since the group received the chickens on
March 28, 2021, they started to earn Php
11,000-13,000/month from selling eggs in
April.

From May until July, they earned a gross
amount of Php 36k/month. They can gather
at least 210 pieces of eggs in a day and sell
them at Php 120/tray for small sizes, Php

180/tray for medium, and Php 210/tray for
large. As of July 2021, the group has a
savings of Php 35,000.

“We want you to improve this project, we
(DA-SAAD) and the regional SAAD team
will provide additional assistance to
complement your needs. Dagdagan natin
ang mga ito kasi nakikita ko naman na
pinapangalagaan nyu ang project na ito ng
mabuti. Para din ma dagdagan ang
production nyu sa itlog at para dumami pa
ang benta niyo,” said Dir. Mula to the
association.

(Let’s add more of this project because I see
that you are taking good care of them. Also
to increase your egg production and
income.)

Upland Rice, Livestock and Vegetable
Production Project

The Lower Teren Teren Farmer Association
with 50 members welcomed Dir. Mula and
the team. The association is a beneficiary
of SAAD’s Upland Rice Production with
Livestock and Vegetable Production Project
under FY 2021.

Group president Monking Ismael Pasigan
toured Dir. Mula in his 1.2-hectare upland
rice area. Mr. Pasigan expects to harvest
his upland rice this August.

SAAD Focal Person Maimona B. Amil then
said that, “Pwede po natin bigyan ang
kanilang association ng Carabao Sir (Dir
Mula). Since nakita naming natin ma
pursigido sila sa pagtatanim ng kanilang
Upland Rice seeds. Para makatulong sa
land preparation at pag haul ng mga
harvested sacks galing sa bukid.”

(We can give the association a carabao Sir
since we saw how sincere they are in
cultivating their land for the upland rice
production. In that way, the carabao will
help them during land preparation and
hauling of rice harvests.)

As for the group’s livestock, it is still for
distribution while for the vegetable, they will
plant the seeds during the rainy season.

Corn Production Project

On the other hand, Dir. Mula also led the
turnover of corn sheller worth Php 168,000
to 993 Farmers Association in support of
their Integrated Corn Production Project.
The machine will serve as a service
provider to other farmers and nearby places
to make farming more productive.

The livelihood project will allow the
members to save money instead of paying
for postharvest rentals. The group also
expects to harvest this August.

In his site visit, Dir. Mula was grateful to the
partners of SAAD, especially the local
government unit and the beneficiaries.

“So itong mga additional interventions na
ibibigay ng SAAD ay start-up para
makatulong sa pangkabuhayan niyo. Siguro
naman after five years yung mga tagpi-
tagping bahay eh seminto na at baba na
ang poverty incidence sa ating region.
Marami pa kaming tulong na ipapamahagi
sa inyo, ipagdasal natin na e-continue pa
ang SAAD program up to 2026. Kung
mangyayari yun marami pa tayong mga
lugar na matutulungan,” Dir. Mula
concluded.

(These additional interventions that will be
given by the program are start-ups to help
you in your livelihood. Maybe after five
years, the patchwork houses will be finished
and cemented and the poverty incidence in
your region will go down. We still have a lot
of help to share with you, let’s pray that the
SAAD program will continue up to 2026. If
that happens we have many more places to
help.) ### (Jennifer Valcobero, Mark
Anthony Marfe, and Anisa Allyn Dilangalin)
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Overcoming challenges

Meanwhile, in the same barangay, members
of the Calawag Service Provider
Association (CSPA) welcomed the SAAD
team in their project-initiated shed, where
farm machine units given under the
Provision of Machinery to Service Provider
project were kept.

The association currently owns three hand
tractors turned over in July 2019 with the
machine shed.

Some of the advantages of the visit with the
program beneficiaries are the officials a)
seeing and hearing first-hand management
methods of the project and identifying the
pros and cons of each unique method; b)
possessing primary information for initial
assessment of what would and could be
done to increase project efficiency, or which
good practices favor sustainability; and c)
peeking at the real condition of the
beneficiaries on the field.

One of the challenges of the CSPA is its
vulnerability to weather disturbances, which
wears out the shed where the machines are
kept.

As the SAAD officials
walk the beneficiaries
to possible
resolutions through
discussion, they
finally resolved to
fortify their shed
(from steel pillars
to concrete pillars)
and expand
services by adding
a welding machine
(will be bought from the
association’s income) for
extra income and for
machinery repairs and
maintenance.

The process of consultation and solution-
making participated by the officials is a

clear indication of the program’s intention to
help the people cross beyond the margin of
poverty.

Walk the talk: learning WITH and FOR the
people

Director Mula gathered all the program area
coordinators (ACs) in a venue in
Magsaysay for a one-on-one meeting to talk
about their challenges and strong points in
program implementation.

ACs are the vessels of development,
and the program chief

commended and assured
them that their efforts
are seen and
essential for
effective program
implementation,
evident with the
success of
different
established
associations.

The group also
strategized as to how to

continue to penetrate, and
help the beneficiaries, in the

End Local Communist Armed Conflict

housing where some 200 Lohmann breed
chickens were managed for the Ready-to-
Lay Chicken Egg Production Project.

Each month, the association produces more
than 4,000 eggs since the December 2020
turnover. SAAD Program Director Myer G.
Mula recommended putting up a monitoring
board, discussing with PCA members the
advantages of good monitoring methods.

As monthly supply runs out easily, the
association hopes to expand its production
targeting a sufficient supply of eggs for the
whole community and nearby barangay
units.

In response, a repopulation of the chickens
was raised by Director Mula to multiply the
association’s production.

April 27, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, April 23, 2021 –
Completing the series of project monitoring
activities in Occidental Mindoro, the
Department of Agriculture – Special Area for
Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD)
Program team’s last stop are the
associations in Calawag, Magsaysay.

The reassembly of staff opened learning
opportunities, of which collaborations and
partnerships with different units radiate.

Chicken egg project aiming to supply
whole community

Recently being featured for their consistent
entrepreneurial activity, the Poultry Calawag
Association (PCA) welcomed the SAAD
national and provincial staff to their chicken

Official visit in Magsaysay, Occ Min; a
microcosm of whole-of-nation approach
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(ELCAC) areas, so the program could still
reach the marginalized people.

Director Mula pointed out that effective
communication and coordination are keys
against many hindrances and unseen
circumstances encountered that will hamper
the development program implementation.

Most of Occidental Mindoro’s ACs belong to
the youth sector and are positioned in the
frontline of the program. Therefore, he
encouraged them to use this to their
advantage. For example, their adaptability
to different technological developments can
be beneficial in transferring knowledge and
even the promotion of the program.

Fortunately, Agricultural Training Institute
(ATI) Deputy Director, Dr. Rosana P. Mula,
an expert in extension work, also present in
the venue, offered and extended ATI’s
services to upscale the AC’s skills to deliver
the program and training to the
communities more effectively.

She ensured that the ATI will accommodate
its staff and opens all possible learning and
training opportunities through Region 4-B’s
ATI Center Director, Pat Andrew B.
Barrientos, who is also present in the
meeting.

ATI Deputy Director, Dr. Mula suggested
that the staff should “walk the talk” – and
grab the opportunities to engage

themselves in farming and agriculture as
they do with the beneficiaries. She
mentions the importance of extension
workers’ interpersonal skills to establish
impactful relationships with the target
communities and lead them to meaningful
participation.

Director Barrientos on the other hand
suggested a needs assessment for the ACs
to determine how the ATI Region 4B could
effectively help them deliver the program.

In the end, the SAAD MIMAROPA staff are
left with hope and refreshed pact as they
have seen more opportunities to effectively
deliver service to their own communities.
### (Jessamae Gabon and Dianne Francis
Sy)

April 27, 2021

SANTA CRUZ, OCCIDENTAL MINDORO,
April 23, 2021 – Department of Agriculture
(DA) – Special Area for Agricultural
Development (SAAD) Program Director
Myer G. Mula sat down with Santa Cruz
fishers to discuss ways on expanding their
aquatic production.

The meeting was held in the newly built
30×30 feet (ft) headquarters of the
Samahan ng Sandigang Mangingisda
(SamaSaMa) fishers’ association. It was
built from the earnings of the association
since the operation of the SAAD livelihood
projects.

The association was organized in 2010 but
called to qualify for the program’s
interventions in 2018. They received the
Fish Aggregating Device (FAD) or Payao
Project in 2019 and the Fish Cage Project in
2020.

The payao project of the SamaSaMa fishers
association in Occidental Mindoro is
located 17 kilometers (km) away from the
coast in the municipal waters of Santa Cruz.

A payao or a fish aggregating device is
installed in predetermined areas to provide
marginal fishermen a specific area to catch
fish (BFAR Information Group, 2012). This
project aims to reduce fishing ventures and
expenses of fishers.

Payao has three functional parts consisting
of the floating platform, the anchorage, and
the attractant. The floating platform is
usually made up of hollow metals, plastic
drums, or bamboo raft, while the attractant
is usually composed of coconut fronds
hanging from a rope connected to the
floating platform. A cable line attached to an

anchor weight made of concrete secures the
floating platform. This way, a payao can be
installed in both shallow and deep-sea
areas (Affleap, 2010). Payao works by
controlling fish behavior, keeping fishes in
their artificial shelter (attractant).

According to Mr. Renante Laurena, BFAR-
Santa Cruz Agricultural Technician on
Fisheries, payao units are being monitored
every three weeks, and harvested through
fishing nets with holes measuring not less
than 3 centimeters size, as per the Bureau
of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources’ (BFAR)
regulations, to spare small fishes.

SAAD chief Mula secured the association
another set of payao projects for the
expansion of their production. The provision
will add another 10 payaos to the existing
10 units owned by the association.

Bangus Fish Cage

Meanwhile, a 10×10 ft fish cage that stands
by the Aribugan river is managed by the
same association. They currently culture
Bangus fish.

The one-unit fish cage was turned over in
December 2019, where free 17,000 bangus
fingerlings from the research station
hatchery of BFAR 4-B have been given for
start-up livelihood.

With the assistance of Santa Cruz
Provincial Fisheries Office representative
Archie Rufon and Municipal Agriculturist of
Santa Cruz Josefina D. Villa, Director Mula
ordered to turn over another 10×10 ft fish
cage for the fishers to maximize their area
for bangus, lapu-lapu, and snapper fish
species culture. The said project is on the
list of the BFAR-SAAD interventions for FY
2021.

Empowering fishers, uplifting communities
on the coast of Santa Cruz
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April 26, 2021

PALUAN, OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, April
22, 2021 – The Department of Agriculture
(DA) and the Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources (BFAR) through the
Special Area for Agricultural Development
(SAAD) Program converged to shape
Paluan beneficiaries to become successful
agripreneurs.

DA supported the farmers through chicken
egg production while BFAR provided a
vermicomposting project to provide
livelihood during off-season.

As a continuation of the field monitoring, the
SAAD National Program Director Dr. Myer
G. Mula and Regional Technical Director
Engr. Elmer Ferry with the SAAD National
and Provincial staff visited the Paluenos
Chicken Laying Farmers Association and
Paluan-Harrison Fisherfolks Association,
both located in Brgy. Harrison, Paluan.

Record-keeping, a fundamental in
sustainability

Proactive beneficiaries of the Ready-to-Lay
Chicken (Egg Production) Project skillfully
demonstrated how members take turns in
monitoring said project through effective
record-keeping.

The Paluenos Chicken Laying Farmers
Association with 29 members keeps a
record board in their animal housing to
ensure that members are informed and
engaged in monitoring – a method to
sustain the project.

Monitoring and record-keeping are
important to keep track of indicators of
project progress. Additionally, these data
are useful to the coordinating agricultural
units in identifying patterns of sickness and
maintaining the quality and health of the
animals.

The record board displayed just at the
entrance of the chicken housing contains
records of the ages of stock, the total
number of eggs produced, and total gross
and net income of the association per
month. The system establishes
transparency and invites trust among the
members of the organization.

As SAAD encourages participation by
setting an output commitment among the
beneficiaries, the construction and
maintenance of the housing is a counterpart
project of the association.

The project costs around Php 457,000
consisting of 288 Lohmann chickens, 6
cages, 150 bags of feeds, and 39 liters
vitamins – all of which are funded under
2020.

Since its inception, the organization has
already earned an estimated Php 29,286
and supplied fresh eggs in the market of
Paluan.

The organization plans to expand its
operations by adding more chickens and
hopes to double the egg quantity that they
are currently producing to cater to a larger
market.

Also, Municipal Agriculture Office (MAO)
James Patrick T. Pedraza wants to conduct
a workshop on breeding chickens for the
members.

Breeding is seen to sustain the project as it
addresses chicken mortality and decrease
in egg production. If successfully done, the
association can start supplying chickens to
other groups.

Bayanihan in the fishing community

While the materials of building the fish cage
and the units of payao were provided by the
program, SamaSaMa fishing community
takes pride in their brand of unity. The fish
pen and payao were built with the bare
hands of their members to secure and
establish the group’s operations.

In addition, members take turns maintaining
and harvesting their aquatic produce, while
some members stay in the headquarters
managing inventory and stocks. The
organization also opens its headquarters for
community use as a warehouse and town
meeting venue.

With another set of payao and fish cage
units coming their way, the fishers’ group
are positive that they can expand
production and save more earnings to
eventually venture into larger fishing
production means.### (Jessa Mae Gabon)

DA and BFAR converge, shaping Paluan
farmers and fishers to become agripreneurs

312

continue to next page



Fisher-farmer-agripreneurs

The Paluan-Harrison Fisherfolks
Association was harvesting their vermicast
under the organic farming provision of
Vermicomposting Production in time for the
SAAD chief’s project visit.

The 50 members of the group are fishers
that depend on capture fishing as well as
farming, as they cultivate vegetables on
their land when they are off the sea.

The purpose of the project is to sustain
fishers’ livelihood during off-season or
circumstances such as weather
disturbances.

Vermicast is a sustainable organic fertilizer
made out of organic materials, containing
higher nutrient content, and easier to be
absorbed by the crops than other organic
fertilizers. It is high in nitrogen content and
is cultivated through the process of
decomposition on designated beds.

In the group’s case, a built shed with four
beds dedicated for vermicomposting was
established by SAAD.

Due to limited production, the vermicast
harvests are bought by the members for
their vegetable cultivation use.

So far, the organization earned an
estimated Php 4,500 for the 2nd cycle since
the start of the project in 2019. Vermicast
harvest is sold at roughly around
Php 350/40 kilogram (kg) bag.

Association chairperson Reynaldo Rivera
looks forward to receiving a supplementary
shredder machine.

According to Peter Gallenera, Regional
Alternate Focal Person of Organic
Agriculture Program, the shredder is a
useful tool that evenly shreds organic
materials leading to faster decomposition
resulting in quicker production of vermicast
than the manual process.

SAAD Director Myer Mula expressed his
confidence in the organizations’ capacity to
sustain and even expand their vermicast
production, and venture into enterprise
development activities.

MAO Pedraza shares that he wants to
encourage the Paluan-Harrison Fisherfolks
Association to produce vermi-tea, a liquid
fertilizer made from soaking worm castings
that helps boost plant growth and to produce
African nightcrawlers which sell at a higher
price from Php 500-700/kg. This addition
will help the beneficiaries earn more and
expand their enterprise.

With the program chief’s visit and close
discussions, Paluan project implementers
and farmers are left with more zest in
improving and engaging in measures to
sustain their livelihood program. ### (Jessa
Mae Gabon and Dianne Francis Sy)

April 24, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, April 22, 2021 –
Special Area for Agricultural Development
(SAAD) Director Myer G. Mula of the
Department of Agriculture (DA) visited
Barangay Balao, Abra de Ilog as soon as
community restrictions eased to monitor
livelihood projects.

Brgy. Balao, where the association is
situated, is one of the 19 End Local
Communist Armed Conflict (ELCAC) areas
in the province.

SAAD swine production and farm
machinery beneficiaries from the said
municipality welcomed the team and
discussed their progress and plans in terms
of enterprise and infrastructure investments.

Director Mula was joined by MIMAROPA
Regional Technical Director Elmer Ferry,
Municipal Agriculture Officer (MAO) Julius

Judelito Amodia, and other field
implementers in the national and regional
offices.

The women of Balao for Swine
Production

The Blessed Corean Swine Raisers
Association (BCSRA) members and
chairperson showcased their swine pen and
retail outlet they received from the SAAD
project awarded in September 2019. The
pen, built in April 2021, is located in Sitio
Core, Brgy. Balao.

Starting from 10 gilts, the association is
now raising 58 sows. The group plans to
establish additional swine pens to have
more room for their growing production.

Director Mula encouraged the farmers to
lean more towards entrepreneurship to
ensure the sustainability of the project and
increase income.

The group also expands its enterprise by
constructing a retail outlet (DOLE-funded
project) where the beneficiaries sell feeds
and other veterinary products.

To keep the animals healthy, Director Mula
emphasized the need for greener and
healthier feeds and forage. In this light, a
seed donation will be facilitated to
supplement the requirement of the
beneficiaries for the cultivation of the said
feeds and forage.

He also reminded the team to outsource
swine within the area as a bio-security
measure.

The BCSRA is a DOLE registered farmers’
association comprising 40 rural women
farmers. From 2019 active operations up to

Abra de Ilog SAAD farmers’ set outstanding
share in participatory development in OccMin
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The area, which houses 500 improved free-
range chickens, measures around 500
square meters (m2).

The project amounting to an estimated
Php 900,000 consists of 500 native
chickens and supplementary materials (31
rolls of HDPE plastic mesh, 77 bags of
pullets, 128 bags of darak, and 100 bags of
corn grits) funded under SAAD FY 2020.

In the ceremony, Director Mula expressed
his delight to the beneficiaries and SAAD
provincial staff, and the Municipal LGU not
only for the evident progress in terms of
physical investments and building socio-
cultural capital but also, for contributing to
the food security of their own communities.

While he underscored the importance of
farmers and their food produce especially
during the ongoing health crisis, he posed a
challenge to the locals to engage actively in
the market, gradually scoring bigger
projects, and finally be considered as
frontrunners of agricultural product
providers in their region.

Finally, Abra de Ilog MAO Ms. Amodia
shares her plans for the beneficiaries. She
wants the organizations to develop or
strengthen their monitoring system, hold
regular report meetings with the SAAD
regional staff, and maintain open
collaboration with the LGU.

She also highlighted the importance of
further training, especially to the indigenous
Mangyan beneficiaries and associations.

Gearing towards enterprise development,
the organizations plan to engage in value-
adding workshops hoping to expand the
SAAD intervention in Abra de Ilog, and give
opportunities to more indigenous
communities, reduce poverty incidence, and
relieve malnutrition cases in their
community. ### (Jessa Mae Gabon and
Dianne Francis Sy)

repair and maintenance to prevent service
disruption.

Additional training specifically on
mechanization, proper handling of
equipment, and collaboration with the local
government unit (LGU) is seen to be
essential for their improvement.

Turnover of Native Chicken Multiplier
Farm

Capping the first leg of monitoring activities
in Occidental Mindoro is a turnover
ceremony of the Native Chicken Multiplier
Farm Project for 18 Iraya-Mangyan
members of Piggy Growers Association in
Brgy. Balao.

The multiplier farm will be managed by the
beneficiaries with assistance from the Abra
de Ilog LGU.

The stocks were delivered in a chicken
coop lent by the barangay LGU to assist
supplemental livelihood resources of the
marginalized beneficiaries (aside from their
SAAD swine raising project).

this date, it already raised around 70 swine
and earned an estimated Php 300,000 in
total.

The association hopes to upgrade its retail
outlet into a meat production shop to sell
pork products in addition to feeds and
veterinary products.

Indigenous Iraya-Mangyan for Farm
Machinery Service

In the same barangay, near the BCSRA pen
and outlet, is home to the Iraya Mangyan
indigenous community where the Arya
Makina Farmers Association is located.

With 42 members, they decided to venture
on providing farm service to clients nearby
through the machinery intervention. The
group owns a rice transplanter, three hand
tractors with trailers, three rice threshers,
and five pumps and engines. The provision
is under the Equipment and Post-Facility
Harvest of SAAD FY 2019.

The association is getting stable farm
service demand and earns around
Php 20,000-30,000 per cropping season
since they started operating in 2019. The
income they earned was used to construct a
shed for their farm implements. The group
also apportions their earning to emergency
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January 25, 2021

BISLIG CITY, January 21, 2021—
Department of Agriculture (DA) – Caraga
Regional Executive Director (RED) Abel
James I. Monteagudo visited the farmers of
the Special Area for Agricultural
Development (SAAD) Program, kicking off
another year of implementation.

As the DA-SAAD Program enters its
enterprise management phase this year,
sustained visits and monitoring in the
provinces of Agusan del Sur and Surigao
del Sur are required to strengthen its link to
its stakeholders.

“Partnerships among stakeholders are more
attainable if we go to the ground and assess
the situation therein. More than providing
sustainable interventions, we, at the DA,
aim to make connections with our partners
and listen to their stories that will inform us
of our future actions,” said RED
Monteagudo.

Together with SAAD Caraga Deputy Focal
Person Jekem D. Sanchez, RED
Monteagudo met with the Goat Raisers
Association of Sitio Sanyata (GRASS) and
the Chicken Raisers Association of
Burboanon (CRAB), recipients of the FY
2019 Goat and Chicken Production Projects
at Barangay San Roque and Barangay
Burbuanan, Bislig City. Both GRASS and
CRAB are composed of 20 members.

As of January 2021, GRASS reported 13
goat stocks (10 does, two bucks, and a kid).
While increasing their breeder stocks,
GRASS sells their goats’ manure to earn
additional income. CRAB, on the other
hand, has yet to sell its poultry products.
They only received their 180 chickens in
December 2020.

This year, CRAB will receive poultry
production materials and drugs and
biologics worth Php 251,050.

DA SAAD Caraga in 2021

This year, capability-building activities
which are designed to guide and equip the
farmer-partners in their transition from
subsistence to entrepreneurial farming are
in the works. It includes entrepreneurial
mind-setting and organizational
communication.

The DA-SAAD Program allotted Php 58.3
million for its 2021 implementation in the
Caraga Region; Php 33.8 million for food
production and livelihood projects and Php
1.6 million for capability-building in the
municipal and regional levels.

The program will no longer establish
additional groups this year, but will continue
supporting all 32 associations established
in 2019 and 2020. Expanding of SAAD-
funded production areas and increasing
breeding stocks (multiplier farms) are
among the priorities of the program this
year as it gears for its entrepreneurial
phase. ### (Mark Angelo Pineda)

DA-Caraga RED visits
SAAD farmers in Bislig City
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disaster-prone areas.

In September 2019, TIKA provided 24
mares, 6 stallions, and technical training to
Katablangan Indigenous Farmer’s
Association and the Nanawatan Nabuangan
Upland Developer Association from Conner,
Apayao. Since their communities can only
reach by foot, the horses helped the
beneficiaries easily transport their products
to the town center.

In August 2020, TIKA also turned over Php
1.3 million worth of four rice threshers, 13
pump and engine sets, five grass cutters,
two rice reapers, and two hand tractors to
Tabi Rice Planters Association from
Balangkayan and San Pedro Farmers
Association from Quinapondan, both in
Eastern Samar. ### (Jhomai Canlas)

SAAD’s partnership with TIKA

In 2017, TIKA opened its doors to the DA-
SAAD through the TIKAbuhayan Program,
which aims to support sustainable
production facilities across the Philippines,
targeting indigenous people communities
and comparatively less developed or

Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao
(BARMM), and Visayas such as the Negros
island provinces and Bohol.

He also mentioned agroforestry (an
integration of trees and shrubs into crop and
animal farming systems) as a possible
proposal.

In addition, three-year plan projects are also
encouraged to cover the development of
agri-enterprises.

Dir. Mula is pleased with the continued
partnership as it will forward SAAD’s
enterprise development goal to lift the
farmers and fisherfolk from poverty.

In February 2021, the DA-SAAD submitted
project proposals to former TIKA Country
Director Mustafa Kerimoğlu.

However, Dir. Aydoğdu suggested
resubmitting proposals which include the
commodities and locations he mentioned.
He will then endorse these to the agency’s
head office for selection.

December 15, 2021

QUEZON CITY, December 15, 2021 – The
Turkish Cooperation and Coordination
Agency (TIKA) Philippines said it will
donate Quick Impact Projects (QIP) to
farmers and fisherfolk of the Department of
Agriculture – Special Area for Agricultural
Development (DA-SAAD) Program.

New TIKA Country Director Fahri Burak
Aydoğdu discussed with DA-SAAD Director
Myer Mula, Deputy Director Ulysses Lustria,
Jr., and staff that the projects will target
vulnerable communities to address their
agricultural and fishery production needs.

“You (DA-SAAD) are a perfect match for that
(QIPs),” he added as TIKA’s projects have a
similar purpose as to those implemented by
the program.

Some of the potential projects Dir. Aydoğdu
shared were on cacao, coffee, mushroom,
rambutan, duck, and crab production as well
as fishing equipment. He also mentioned
possible project areas in Mindanao such as
Cotabato, Agusan del Sur, and Bangsamoro

DA-Caraga RED visits
SAAD farmers in Bislig City Partnerships
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August 6, 2021

SOUTH COTABATO, August 4, 2021 – The
Department of Agriculture’s (DA) Special
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD)
Program partnered with the Bureau of
Agriculture and Fisheries Standards (BAFS)
in introducing the Participatory Guarantee
System seal, which is linked to organic
farming, in Region 12 through a focused
group orientation.

SAAD Director Myer Mula discussed the
Republic Act 11511 or the Modified Organic
Agriculture Act of 2010 and the benefits of
the newly-launched PGS seal to the DA and
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR) teams on August 3 at the The Farm,
Carpenter Hill, Koronadal City.

The act intends to enhance local organic
food and non-food production, as well as the
adaptation of an organic agriculture system.

Meanwhile, the PGS mark is a certification
option for small organic farmers and
fisherfolk.

In a speech, DA Secretary William Dar said
“the PGS will significantly reduce the cost of
maintaining organic certification, actively
involve small farmers and fisherfolk with
like-minded stakeholders and advocates of
organic agriculture while maintaining the
integrity of organic products available in the
market.”

The Philippine PGS Guaranteed Organic
Mark bears the National Organic Agriculture
Program logo and the words ‘Philippines’
and ‘Guaranteed’ enclosed in a rectangular
border with colors of the Philippine National
Flag.

It will serve as evidence that farmers’
products were produced under a certified
organic management system following the
minimum requirements of applicable current
Philippine National Standards related to
organic agriculture.

The PGS will be beneficial for the SAAD
beneficiaries of Cotabato, Sarangani, and
Sultan Kudarat as most of them are into
organic farming. Like the upland rice

production, instead of synthetic pesticides
and chemical fertilizers, farmers use
ecologically based pest controls and
biological fertilizers like animal and plant
wastes.

During his visit, Dir. Mula also looked into
the performance of the SAAD Program in
2021.

SAAD 12’s First Semester of 2021
Accomplishment

Also presented during the activity is the first
semester of 2021 SAAD performance in the
region for both agriculture and fishery
sectors.

For agriculture, it has obligated 74%
(Php 84,896,646.16) from its
Php 114,396,540 2021 budget; and has
disbursed 60% (Php 50,637,718.37).

As reported by Ms. Czarina Go of the
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR), the region has a cumulative
obligation (2017–2020) of 99.2%
(Php 110,849,000) and a disbursement of
99% (Php 110,671,000) from their
Php 111,727,000 allocation. Since it’s a
three-year implementation, they only have a

SAAD partners with BAFS to introduce
PGS linked to organic farming

budget for the program management office
in 2021.

“Collecting and evaluating pertinent data to
acquire a comprehensive picture of the
current state of a project and a conducive
learning environment is the goal of this
meeting. It’s like hitting two birds with one
stone, that’s why I’m here. We should help
one another to fulfill our goals for our
farmers and fishers,” said Dir. Mula.

“We have to strengthen our database
integrity because that is our main concern.
You have to hit the targets and ensure that
the data we collected from the ground is
reliable, accurate, and ultimately valid,” he
added.

Public relations is one of the most
successful ways to expand internet visibility
and establish a strong and reputable image.

SAAD Focal Person Maimona B. Amil also
encourages the SAAD staff to complete the
data and always submit their reports on
time.

“The ultimate purpose of the evaluation is to
establish a clear data baseline from which
to build goals and plans to achieve them.
We have to practice what Dir. Mula
suggested to us and implement it to
maintain these qualities. Also, we have to
strengthen our press releases gathering
because in today’s world, everyone is
digitally linked and this will help SAAD’s
visibility to the target audience,” said Ms.
Amil.

Aside from the DA and BFAR SAAD teams,
the activity was also participated by the
BAFS and Organic Agriculture regional
staff. ### (Jennifer Valcobero and Mark
Anthony Marfe)
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The association is one of the five
associations established by the SAAD
Program in Abra de Ilog who received 10
sows and one boar on September 10, 2019,
which are now in its 3rd and 4th cycle of
pregnancy.

SAAD continuously coordinates with the
LGUs in Occidental Mindoro to provide
assistance and sustainability efforts to the
farmers and animal raisers. The program
prioritizes value-adding projects and
facilitates supply and enterprise activities
within the locality hoping to contribute to the
development of access and food security in
the province. ### (Dianne Francis Sy)

The DILP or Kabuhayan Program, with its
objective to contribute to the agenda of
inclusive growth through massive job
generation and poverty reduction offers
three components, namely; Kabuhayan
Formation, which aims to enable eligible
beneficiaries to start individual or group
enterprise; Kabuhayan Enhancement, to
assist existing livelihood projects for
sustainability and enterprise viability; and
the Kabuhayan Restoration, for the re-
establishment of lost or damaged
livelihoods due to natural calamities.

“Ang aming samahan ay nagpapasalamat
sa mga biyaya na aming natanggap mula sa
SAAD, na ngayon po ay patuloy naming
pinagyayaman. Nagpapasalamat rin po ako
sa DOLE sa napakalaking tulong na
kanilang naibigay. Malaki po ang
maitutulong nito para sa aming mga baboy,”
Ms. Lilybeth Prudente, Chairman of Blessed
Coreans Swine Raiser Association shared.

Integrated Livelihood Program (DILP) or
KABUHAYAN Program.

The DILP is a flagship program of DOLE
that provides grant assistance for
marginalized livelihood organizations.

The Blessed Corean Swine Raiser
Association submitted an application for the
grant and became one of the 29 different
livelihood groups in Abra de Ilog to receive
the subsidy from DILP. The grant was given
through the assistance of the Local
Government Unit (LGU) of Abra de Ilog.
The said association falls under the
Kabuhayan Enhancement component, as it
is a pre-existing livelihood association that
needs assistance for sustainability and
enterprise viability.

February 3, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, February 02,
2021 – Special Area for Agricultural
Development (SAAD) Program livelihood
associations foster partnerships with other
welfare and development agencies as the
Department of Labor and Employment
(DOLE)-Kabuhayan Program accepts SAAD
beneficiaries for supplementary grants after
qualifying as existing organized groups for
livelihood and development.

The Blessed Corean Swine Raiser
Association in Sitio Core, Brgy. Balao, Abra
de Ilog, Occidental Mindoro – a SAAD-
initiated farmers’ association, received Php
300,000 worth of feeds, vitamins, and
dewormers from the DOLE under its

Strengthening convergence, SAAD farmers receive
grants from DOLE’s KABUHAYAN Program
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October 4, 2021

KALINGA, October 04, 2021 – A 76-year-
old Yfangad vegetable farmer of the
Department of Agriculture – Special Area for
Agricultural Development (DA-SAAD)
Program inspires locals to engage in
sustainable agriculture, giving out seeds
and planting materials to the community.

Widowed for 40 years, Apong Ana Saggob
shared she raised her seven children
through vegetable farming with locals
recognizing her strength and perseverance,
treating her like a local superstar in the
community.

She said, “Daytuyen ti nagdakkelak ket
nakasanayak metten. Nu saan ta agmula
awan ti maidasar ta iti lamisaan [This had
been what I grew up to and been used to. If
we are not going to plant, we have nothing
to put on our tables.]”

Locals often call Apong Ana “Afufukor”
derived from Apo or elderly and fukor or
seeds. She takes the name as the
community depends on her as a source of
free vegetable seeds.

SAAD’s contribution to the elderly
community

In Kalinga, there are over 4,000 indigent
senior citizens listed by the Department of
Social Welfare and Development (DSWD)
and the Office of Senior Citizens Affairs
(OSCA).

Recognizing the invaluable contributions of
the elderly especially in the workforce of the
agriculture sector, the SAAD Program
provides livelihood opportunities to seniors

in the rural areas who are able and willing to
continue to be economically productive and
active.

Rural elder and farmer

Before SAAD’s entry in 2020, Apong Ana
cultivated bananas, pappait, beans, camote,
and cassava on her 450 square meter patch
of land her family owns.

Apong Anna’s children moved to the city,
with only her youngest child and two
grandchildren living with her, keeping her
company and helping her tend the family
farm.

She personally transports her produce to the
city to sell during the day, often returning
with earnings that she uses for her family’s
needs. At her age, signs of aging

particularly on eyes and backbone have
manifested but don’t hinder her from her
farming livelihood activities.

Her secret to being healthy includes going
to her farm and gardening as her daily
exercise and eating fresh and nutritious
food that she and her family had produced.

Although healthy and upbeat, Apong Ana’s
movements were restricted as she belongs
to the vulnerable sector per the Department
of Health’s recommendation to prevent the
possible spread of CoViD-19.

An active member of a Farmers’
Cooperative and Association [FCA], the
Magic 78 Lower Bangad Farmers
Organization (M78LBFO), Apong Ana often
volunteers her farm for field demonstrations,
making her colleagues proud of both her
feat and generosity.

It was also at Apong Anna’s farm where
planting for distributed seedling
interventions was demonstrated in 2020,
and again to be used for the upcoming

76-year-old woman-farmer contributes
through community food and seed system

Farmers Field School (FFS).

Apong Ana as a SAAD beneficiary

Because of her unwavering love for her
farm, the SAAD approved interventions like
free-range chicken stocks, fruit tree
seedlings, pineapple slips, and vegetable
seeds to give Apong Ana additional sources
of food and income.

The SAAD-awarded pineapple plants are
Apong Ana’s favorite. Now on their fruiting
stage, she is excited to gather the yield to
be sold in the community and supply her
family kitchen.

To further help Apong Ana on farming,
SAAD Kalinga plans to introduce a more
efficient planting design and methods to
improve her production area and hopefully
increase the yield of her crops. ### (Sheena
Phine Dayagon)

Inspirational
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(BHW) to secure health and access to
holistic nutrition have been selected to
receive the donations.

“Feeding children twice a day and giving
them multivitamins will bring them to normal
weight,” said BNS.

Arising solidarity, a core value of SAAD
beneficiaries

Durkheim Theory of Social Solidarity said
that participation is an important element
towards achieving unity.

Solidarity is defined as the cementing force

Pudtol, Apayao has 180 beneficiaries as of
May 2021.

During the communal gardening, some
members participated in preparation for
land cultivation and seed propagation.

The group received five shared units of rain
shelter in support of their Vegetable
Production Project which costs Php
636,600.

In celebration of Women’s Month last
March, the group expanded their production
area in Brgy. Imelda and Alem, with a total
cultivation area of 400 square meters (sqm)
dedicated to the children in their
community.

As a supplementary project, the group was
also provided with Quail Production inputs
amounting to Php 62,500, comprising 140
head of quails and 1,300kgs of quails feeds,
in 2020.

The communal gardening done by the group
allows them to access fresh and healthier
food, which is expected to be beneficial
since they decided to advocate helping
malnourished children by reinforcing
vegetable supply.

It is a remarkable deed of the SAAD
Program since its ultimate objective is to
empower marginalized rural communities.

Cases of undernourishment in the
community

The group focused on 0-5-year-old children
experiencing undernourishment in Brgy.
Alem and Brgy. Imelda.

Eight children who are under close
monitoring of the Barangay Health Workers

The Special Area for Agricultural
Development (SAAD) Program of the
Department of Agriculture (DA) established
the association in 2017.

“Kas maysa nga association, kayat mi nga
ikkan mi nga actionan kin makatulong kin
agituy nga ubbing. Tatta nga panawen ket
kasapulan da iti tulong nangnangruna nu
panggep iti nat-nateng,” said Mercedes
Pechon, FA president.

[As an association, we take urgent action to
prevent children from sliding even deeper
into misfortune. Now is the time to act and
help rise from undernourishment.]

Paying it forward

The DA-SAAD program has provided
livelihood assistance in Apayao since 2017.
The province houses six farmers’
associations with 22 barangays covering
606 beneficiaries.

PIAS FA, a SAAD-established group in

June 7, 2021

APAYAO, June 02, 2021 – In the concept of
Fundamental Cause Theory of Health
Disparities studied by Link and Phelan
(1995), socioeconomic status (SES) is
defined as an array of resources relevant to
money, knowledge, prestige, power, and
favorable social connections.

Poverty and health care access have a
causal relationship usually worsened by
multiple factors such as lacking resources
or opportunities toward achieving a healthy
lifestyle that is likely to be experienced by
communities in low economic status.

This makes impoverished communities
vulnerable to greater health and economic
risks. Serious health conditions are
continuously fueled by poor diet for those
who can’t afford to sustain their primary
needs such as healthy food and immediate
medical care for risk prevention.

Zooming on the vulnerability of the
marginalized, children belonging in the said
sector appear to suffer a greater deal of risk.

This circumstance especially in rural areas
prompted 56 members of Poblacion, Imelda,
Alem, San Luis (PIAS) Farmer’s Association
(FA) in Pudtol, Apayao to establish a
communal vegetable garden and provide
generous help to undernourished children.

Their mission to contribute to the attainment
of adequate nutrition – one at a time is
carried out through vegetable donation to
select children in their respective
communities. In Brgy. Alem and Imelda, 8
children have been identified by the
barangay health office to receive vegetable
harvests from the group, allocated every
harvest cycle.

SAAD association in Apayao calls for greener prosperity;
providing health care to famished children

320



that binds individuals based on normative
responsibilities that facilitate collective
action and social direction.

In terms of community development,
solidarity comes after collective
consciousness when the same emotions
cherish the same values. Under the study of
Durkheim, collective consciousness is
defined as the body of beliefs and common
sentiments.

Applying this principle, the idea of collective
effort taken by the farmers’ group embodies
commonality by bringing the same
advocacy in helping children with
malnutrition.

As part of SAAD’s ultimate goal, this
farmers’ group was organized in 2017 to
improve their farm production and to
capacitate their community participation as
an association.

Being a part of the vulnerable sector, the
current situation of children experiencing
health anguish brought by poverty is their
utmost motivation to unite as one group.

Bringing green prosperity to malnourished
children

A total of 6.4kgs of mixed vegetables such
as bitter gourd, tomato, eggplant, and okra
were donated to the identified children.

In addition, the group also provided 100
quail eggs from their Quail Production
Project to meet the nutrition and dietary
needs of the children.

As a way forward in entrepreneurship, the
group plans to propagate more vegetable
seedlings in the coming harvest cycle in
order to increase vegetable variety harvests
to establish a talipapa. ### (Kathleen Faye
Agonoy)

May 10, 2021

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO, May 04, 2021 –
Department of Agriculture (DA) Special Area
for Agricultural Development (SAAD)
Director Myer G. Mula’s visit to Occidental
Mindoro highlights the success of
associations and paved the way to further
improve the organization and the program’s
sustainability in the province.

As SAAD’s brand of development requires
mutual participation, a one-on-one talk with
the program chief sheds light on the ones
behind the organizations’ progress. The
field implementers – SAAD’s Area
Coordinators – are at the facade of the
projects in Occidental Mindoro.

Area Coordinators in Occidental Mindoro

One of the pillars behind the
accomplishments of any association is an
Area Coordinator (AC). ACs are responsible
for gathering and preparing the
beneficiaries in receiving interventions by
performing a community needs assessment,
distributing interventions and supplemental
materials to the associations, regular
monitoring of the projects implemented, and
coordinating with partners such as local

Tapping the Youth: A contributory towards
agricultural development in Occ Min

government units and other organizations.

In Occidental Mindoro, the ACs belong to
the youth sector (22-24 years old), which
could provide flexibility and ease of skill
transferability (Management Study Guide,
n.d.).

Vilmar Robes shares that working as an AC
in Magsaysay helped him build his
confidence. The nature of the work which
involves working with different people
developed his interpersonal communication
skills and built meaningful relationships with
the community members, allowing him to
perform his job more effectively.

Working alongside experts also serves as a
learning experience for Robes. “Kapag may
mga intervention kami kagaya na lamang sa
Ready to Lay Chicken, ang mga
binabahaging kaalaman ng mga beterinaryo
sa tamang pag-aalaga ng mga manok sa
mga benepisyaryo ay tinatandaan ko rin
upang pwede ko itong magamit kapag
nagkaroon na rin ako ng sarili kong
manukan sa hinaharap.”

Mutual learning

SAAD Abra de Ilog Area Coordinator Wily
Adrian E. Vergara testifies that the project
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training to farmers in their area. SAAD staff
were advised to do a community
assessment to determine the type of
training the beneficiaries will receive from
the local agricultural extension workers.

“To give advantageous training, it needs to
be a team effort between the LGU and us
[from ATI and SAAD],” Dr. Rosana Mula
said.

As youths engage in agricultural activities
and programs, be it in private or public
service practices, SAAD is hopeful that its
relatively young workforce would benefit the
marginalized farmers and their
communities. SAAD MIMAROPA also aims
to marry the field practice and the digital
age to further strengthen and modernize
their local agricultural activities.

Certainly, Philippine agriculture could
continue its battle with great vigor as the
youth jumps into the field. With the state’s
support and continued dedication to poverty
alleviation through agriculture, the industry
could remain young and adaptable to further
move towards modernization and food
security. ### (Dianne Francis Sy)

beneficiaries and implementers. Dr. Rosana
Mula explained how training and extension
are vital to farmers in increasing their yield
and sustainability.

As the “extension and training arm of the
Philippine Department of Agriculture”, ATI
facilitates training for agricultural extension
workers in LGUs which in turn gives

Jhonzell Panganiban (Paluan) and Ian
Yadao (Santa Cruz). They witnessed how
Dr. Mula acknowledged the associations’
strengths, such as the beneficiaries’ unity
and initiative in voluntarily creating sheds
and housing for their intervention and their
points of improvement, such as in the
aspect of proper monitoring.

They learned that discovering the strengths
and weaknesses of the project
implementation is a unique process that
varies from one municipality to the other.

In addition, “initiative” helps build mutual
trust between the farmers and the
institution, demonstrating a sense of
concern fosters the marginalized
community’s belongingness to the wider
scape of development.

SAAD and ATI join hands in
strengthening farmers in Occidental
Mindoro

Dr. Rosana “Ana” Mula (Deputy Director of
Agricultural Training Institute (ATI) and Mr.
Pat Andrew “Bong” B. Barrientos (Training
Center Superintendent II of ATI MIMAROPA)
attested support and opened ATI’s doors for
learning opportunities to SAAD

uplifts not only the beneficiaries but the
implementers as well.

Imparting a valuable share to the
development of a group requires extra
commitment and contribution of ideas and
other resources (Bernard van Heck, 2003).
Being a Crop Science major, his practice
has grown exponentially since he started
working with the farmers. With his personal
experiences in farming, backed by his
degree, Adrian is able to participate and
contribute ideas for the benefit of the
farmers, as the latter share indigenous and
practical methods in farming with him.

“Ang mga magulang ko ay mga magsasaka
at nakatira kami sa kabukiran. [Natuto ako
ng pagsasaka at ngayon,] mayroon na
akong sariling sakahan ng palay at may
mga alaga rin akong mga kambing at
tilapia. Dahil dito, nagkaroon ako ng
kaalaman sa kung ano ang mas makabubuti
sa mga magsasakang makatatanggap ng
interventions mula sa SAAD at
nadadagdagan pa ang aking kaalaman.”

Adrian was one of SAAD’s lead speakers
during the Training on Goat Production in
December 2020 as preparation for the
beneficiaries in receiving 40 heads of
improved native goats that were awarded
this April.

Director Mula’s influence on young ACs

Vilmar Robes, also a Crop Science
graduate, observed how Dr. Mula listens to
the farmers intently during his visit.

“He knows the farmers, and he is
inquisitive, he knows farming, which
complements his forward-thinking
approach,” he said.

Seeing the SAAD Director in action himself,
inspired Vilmar to learn more and to be able
to do more for the beneficiaries.

The Director’s visit to the province also
serves as a learning experience for ACs
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their cacao production project; and 210
native chickens, feeds, drugs and biologics,
incubator, poultry house with perimeter
fence for their poultry project.

These are shared among 35 members of
CSFA who are mostly young adults but,
according to Avil, are equally capable.

“We have more young adults in the group.
They are active and willing to learn. As a
start-up organization, we have a long way to
go, but we are at an advantage because my
members are active and committed,” said
Avil.

Just like Avil, the members of CSFA grow
bananas, coconut, and cacao for a living.
They all have a knack for agriculture that
equips them to handle the SAAD cacao and
poultry projects.

“Young adults have the potential to make it
big in agriculture. This is what I always tell
my members, also as a way to encourage
them. If they start early, soon enough they
will profit from their efforts. Young adults
also need encouragement to keep them
moving,” added Avil.

Motivations of CSFA

While waiting for the SAAD-funded cacao
plantation to mature by 2022, the CSFA is
busy caring for their poultry production that
recently housed 210 chickens in January.

In terms of production, the CSFA is only in
its infancy. They expect their first egg
harvest in May, which they plan to distribute
and sell in their community and set aside
some to increase their stocks to 500 head.

“We have just begun. From time to time, I
survey their plantation and check on their
needs,” said Avil.

According to Avil, his members aspire for a
comfortable life. This is also the primary
motivator why he accepted the
responsibility to lead CSFA: to help his

February 16, 2021

“For young adults alike, be active and do not
give up on agriculture. Even without
advanced skills, be determined enough and
pursue your aspirations. Seek the
assistance of your local agricultural offices
and look for opportunities so you can start
farming.”

This is what Avil L. Mosquesa said when
asked for his advice to fellow young adults
who plan to venture into agriculture.

Twenty-nine-year-old Avil is a resident of
Barangay Candiis, Veruela, Agusan del Sur.
With his three-year service to their local
agriculture sector and being adept in
farming himself, he leads the Candiis SAAD
Farmers Association (CSFA), a group
engaging in cacao and poultry production.

In 2020, Avil and the rest of the members of
CSFA became recipients of the Special
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD)
Program of the Department of Agriculture

(DA) – Caraga, a program that provides
start-up livelihood projects to farmers
belonging to areas with high poverty
incidence in the region.

Avil is among the youth who are rebranding
the face of the agriculture sector in the
country. This aligns with Agriculture
Secretary William D. Dar’s call for more

youth in agriculture to ensure a food-secure
and resilient Philippines.

Empowering fellow young adults

Joining other 31 farmers associations in the
provinces of Agusan del Sur and Surigao
del Sur, CSFA obtained cacao and native
chicken production projects in 2020 worth
Php 981,452.15 and Php 873,916.90,
respectively.

Included in the package of interventions
allotted to CSFA are 21,875 pieces of
grafted cacao seedlings, fertilizers,
herbicides, insecticides, and farm tools for

Why Agriculture: Motivations of a young
SAAD farmer

members to improve their living conditions.

Avil is certain that with proper management,
farmers can thrive. Being a full-time
barangay agriculture worker, he hopes for
more young adults investing in agriculture.
In CSFA, he reminds his members that
“progress is only attainable with a shared
commitment among all members.”

According to the Food and Agriculture
Organization, more young people in
agriculture affords more employment
opportunities in the rural areas and a food-
secure future. This is true to Avil and the
young members of CSFA who are now more
equipped with the SAAD Program backing
them until 2022.

“We are young and we have so much to
learn. But openness to learn is our
advantage,” Avil expressed. ### (Mark
Angelo Pineda)
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Sarangani SAAD beneficiaries at work.
(Clockwise from right) A farmer tends to his
goats in Malapatan. Sapu Masla Fish Cage
Operators Association (SAMAFOA) member
puts feeds into a fish cage. Embato “Datu”
Tinggalong from Maitum, Sarangani tends to
his backyard.
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