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Amid COVID-19 pandemic: SAAD helps farmers 
sell their produce thru Kadiwa ni Ani at Kita

(Turn to page 2)

By Lovella P. Guarin

In Masbate

  “Nakapag-ani 
nga kami pero kung hindi 
mabenta ay mabubulok 
lang,” lamented Aling Fe 
Guardian of barangay 
Binanuahan, Juban 
Sorsogon. “Mahirap din 
lalo sa tulad kong walang 
sasakyan dahil hindi ako 
pwedeng kumuha ng Food 
Pass sa DA kung walang 
sasakyan,” she added.
 Manang Fe 
Guardian is one the 243 
individual beneficiaries 
of the Special Area for 
Agricultural Development 
(SAAD) for CY 2019. Her 
group, the Binanuahan 
Vegetable Farmers 
Association, where she is 
President, is also one of 
the 45 group beneficiaries 
of SAAD. The planting 
materials she used were 
interventions from SAAD.
 Her watermelon, pole 
sitao, raddish, pechay 

and garlic are ready for 
harvest soon. And her 
biggest problem is a 
market for her produce.
 Luckily, on March 23, 
the team of the Special 
Area for Agricultural 
Development in Sorsogon 
headed by Regional 
Dairy Production and 
Technology Center 
(RDPTC) Superintendent 
Dolores Ricafranca, 
visited Manang Fe’s farm 
and bought her farm 
produce.
 On that lucky day 
alone, she was able to sell 
363 kilos watermelon, 35 
kilos squash, 3.75 kilos 
pole sitao, 8 kilos raddish, 
130 kilos pechay, and 5 
kilos native garlic to the 
SAAD team.
 The said products 
were displayed the 
following day in the 
KADIWA NI ANI AT 
KITA post at the RDPTC. 
 Following Sec. Dar’s 
directive to help farmers 
during the community 
quarantine, DA Regional 
Executive Director Rodel 
P. Tornilla instructed 
the Research Outreach 
Stations (ROSes) in the 
six provinces to put up a 
KADIWA post and the 
AMAD at the regional 
office in San Agustin, Pili, 
Cam Sur. These KADIWA 
stores are serving as drop 

In Sorsogon

Lack of access 
to markets due 
to the very 

strict enforcement of 
quarantine checkpoints 
and very limited option 
for transportation are just 
few of the woes of our 
farmers in far flung areas 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

 The SAAD 
provincial implementers 
assisted Nelly Pasion, 
Superintendent of the   
Masbate Center for 
Livestock Development 
in the operation of the 
Kadiwa ni Ani at Kita at 
the station. They bought 
the agricultural produce 
of some of the SAAD 
vegetable growers and 

livestock raisers and 
sold them at the kadiwa. 
As of April 30, they 
garnered a total sales of 
P153,068. They sold P3.32 
metric tons of fruits and 
vegetables amounting 
to P99,522; 0.15 MT of 
dried fish amounting to 
PP26,219; P8,352 worth 
rice and 30 trays egg 

In Catanduanes
 Catanduanes 
Agricultural Program 
Coordinating Officer 
(APCO) Rafael  
Magallanes led the 

Dolores Ricafranca (right), Superintendent of Sorsogon 
Dairy Production and Technology Center buys water-
melon from SAAD beneficiary.

off points or depository of 
the agricultural products 
from the farmers on a 
consignment basis.
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Amid COVID-19 pandemic: SAAD helps... (from page 1)

To widen its reach and assist as 
many farmers as possible in far 
flung areas, the Special Area for 
Agricultural Development (SAAD) 
of the department of agriculture 
is forming its beneficiaries into 
organized groups. 
  Through the assistance of 
SAAD implementers, the Centro 
Mandaon Farmers Association in 
Mandaon, Masbate was organized 
last year and filed for registration 
with Department of Labor and 
Employment in February 2020. The 
210 members are all beneficiaries 

Rice farmers in Masbate benefit from SAAD
of the Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD). Some 
members are livestock raisers, some 
are land owners, some are tenants 
and other members are farm 
workers.
 Wenceslao A. Cortez, 
the president of the Association, 
expressed his gratitude to the 
program. “Nagpapasalamat kami sa 
dami ng proyektong binigay sa amin 
ng SAAD”.
 “Noong wala pang SAAD 

operations of the Kadiwa ni 
Ani at Kita on Wheels of the 
Catanduanes Hilly Upland 
Development Station (CHUDS). 
They bought the agricultural 
produce of SAAD beneficiaries as 
well as non-beneficiaries and sold 
them also at their Kadiwa stall 
outside the station. As of April 
30, 2020, the CHUDS Kadiwa 
garnered a total of P369,354.00 
sales from various agricultural 
produce.

 KADIWA which stands for 
“Katuwang sa Diwa at Gawa para sa 
Masaganang Ani at Mataas na Kita” 
is a marketing strategy of the DA 
which directly connects the food 
producers to the consumers thereby 
lessening the cost of the products. 
(Lovella P. Guarin, photos courtesy of 
SAAD Sorsogon, SAAD Masbate and SAAD 
Catanduanes)

(Turn to page 3)

Farmer members of the Centro Mandaon Farmers Association in Man-
daon, Masbate try their thresher, a grant from SAAD during their recent  
palay harvest. The SAAD program also provided the rice seeds and sacks. 
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 Not at all intimidated by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
implementers of the Special Area 
for Agricultural Development 
(SAAD) of the Department of 
Agriculture in Bicol continues 
to deliver the promised 
interventions at the doorsteps of 
the program beneficiaries.
 In Masbate province,  60 
individual farmer beneficiaries 
initially received 900 heads 
native chicken from SAAD. The 
initial recipients who received 
15 heads of native chicken came 
from the municipalities of Balud, 
Mandaon, Esperanza, and Pio V. 
Corpuz.
 Together with the 
animals, chicken housing 
will also be installed at each 
recipient’s area.
According to Dr. Mary Grace 
Rodriguez, SAAD Bicol Action 
Officer, a total of 110 individual 
beneficiaries in Masbate will 
receive native chicken and 
housing under the SAAD Native 
Chicken Production Project with 
total funding allocation of P4.6 
Million.
 Dr. Rodriguez added that 
beneficiaries of SAAD from the 
municipalities of San Pascual 
and Monreal will also receive the 
same interventions.
 In an interview 
conducted by SAAD Area 

SAAD intensifies delivery of interventions
amid COVID-19 threat

Coordinator of Mandaon, 
Rose Ann R. Trabado to one 
of the beneficiaries, Amy 
Bulacos of Centro, Mandaon 
expressed her gratitude 
to program. “Salamat san 
damo damon sa SAAD na 
dili naga sawa na buligan an 
amon lugar,” Bulacos said 
in Minasbate dialect. (A big 
thanks to the SAAD program 
for the untiring support to our 
municipality).
 A locally-funded 
program of the Department 
of Agriculture, SAAD is 
DA’s armor in poverty 
reduction in 30 priority 
provinces nationwide. In 
Bicol, the three provinces 
of Masbate, Catanduanes 
and Sorsogon are included 
with selected beneficiaries 
such as individuals, families/
households and organized 
farmers including DSWDs 4Ps 
beneficiaries and Indigenous 
Peoples (IPs). To increase food 
production and community 
enterprises among the 
target communities, SAAD 
is providing appropriate 
technology, production and  
technical support services for 
animals, crops and fisheries. 
(Lovella P. Guarin /photos 
courtesy of SAAD Masbate)

sa aming bayan, kanya-kanya kami. Pero 
mula noong nagbuo kami ng samahan, 
ito na ngang Centro Mandaon Farmers 
Association, marami kaming natanggap 
na tulong sa aming kabuhayan na 
sinisikap naming maibahagi sa lahat ng 
aming myembro,” said Cortez.
 Since 2019, the association 
received a thresher, carabaos, rice seeds 
and fertilizers,  vegetable seeds and sweet 
potato cuttings
 By forming into an association, 
the individual farmers increase their 
production efficiency, lower costs of 
production and gain mutual benefits 
from the association. 
 Junie Remegio, the operator and 
caretaker of the thresher said that the 
machine has been a great help to them. 
“Sa 25 cavans, 2 cavans ang napupunta sa 
association,” Remegio quipped.
 Magno Cortez, a tenant of a 
2-hectare farm and one of the association 
members, was also thankful to the SAAD 
as he was able to receive 1 sack  rice 
seeds (RC 222), 1 sack complete fertilizer 
and (14-14-14) and vegetable seeds from 
the program.  The training on upland 
and rainfed rice production has helped 
him improve his productivity. 
 Bgy. Captain Lino Bonayog also 
shared the same sentiment about SAAD. 
“Malaking tulong para sa kabuhayan 
namin ang narerelease sa amin at ang 
mga training na kinokondukta ng SAAD 
program ng DA Region 5. Wala kaming 
naa-avail na tulong dito. Ang SAAD lang 
talaga ang nakakatulong sa aming lugar 
na halos lahat ay agricultural area,” he 
said.
 Mandaon is a 3rd class 
municipality in the province of Masbate, 
composed of 26 barangays. 
 The Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) is DA’s armor  
to alleviate poverty and achieve food 
security.  In Bicol, SAAD started in 2018 
in selected  municipalities in the three 
provinces of Masbate, Catanduanes, and 
Sorsogon, looking into the weaknesses of 
these areas, and their  potentials in food 
production and livelihood programs. 
(Lovella P. Guarin)

Amid COVID-19 pandemic: SAAD helps... 
(from page 1)
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 Some 15 organized group, 
each composed of 35 individuals 
from the municipalities of Bag-
amanoc, San Miguel, Panganiban, 
Bato, Baras and Gigmoto  recently 
received various interventions from 
the Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) of the De-
partment of Agriculture in Bicol.
 Dr. Mary Grace Rodriguez, 
OIC chief of the Field Operations 
Division said that the interventions 
consisted of 129 kilograms assort-
ed seeds of upland vegetables such 
as eggplant, squash, tomato, hot 
pepper, chilli pepper, upo, pechay, 
okra, kangkong, pole sitao, cu-
cumber and lettuce. Also included 
were 250 bags organic fertilizer, 142 
pieces wheelbarrow, 9,000 meter 
HDPE pipes, 303 sets garden tools 
and 2,000 seedling trays
 The program aims to pro-
vide sustainable livelihood support 
to the SAAD beneficiaries in the 
remote areas of Catanduanes and 
help increase their income through 
vegetable production.
 The total cost of the Vegeta-

ble Production Package under High 
Value Crops Development Program 
is P4.3M to be given to the 15 farm-
er beneficiaries’ associations in the 
six target municipalities.
 In Bagamanoc, the initial 
recipients were from the three 
barangays of Quezon, Salvacion, 
and Suchan. In San Miguel town, 
the recipients were from baran-
gays of Kilikilihan, Balatohan, San 
Marcos, Tobrehan, and JMA Tucao. 
In the town of Panganiban, the 
recipients came from the barangays 
of Cabuyuan, Salvacon and San 
Miguel. In the municipality of Bato, 
the recipients were from the baran-
gays of San Roque and Cagraray. 
In Baras town, the recipients came 
from barangays of Tilod and San 

Miguel. In Gigmoto, the recipients 
came from barangays San Vicente, 
San Pedro and Sioron.
 In an interview conducted 
by Melrose T. Bernal, SAAD Cat-
anduanes Provincial Coordinator, 
to one of the beneficiaries, Tito 
Bandola, a member of the Suchan 
Vegetable Farmers Association, 
expressed joy and hope as he still 
sees a bright future amid this 
COVID-19 pandemic. “Salamat 
po sa mga ibinigay ng SAAD. Dahil 
dito mas marami pa ang matutulun-
gan at mas maraming aanihin. Yung 
mga lupa na dating mga damo lang 
ang tumutubo, ngayon ay tiyak na 
magkakaroon na ng iba’t-ibang klase 
ng gulay,” Bandola enthused.
 In the three years of SAAD 
implementation in the island 
province of Catanduanes, the 
hardworking SAAD implementers 
have encouraged and organized 15 
groups of farmers, seven of which 
were already registered with the 
Department of Labor and Employ-
ment (DOLE).  
 SAAD is a locally-funded 
program of the Department of 
Agriculture, it aims to increase food 
production and build sustainable 
community enterprises among the 
target communities through the 
provision of  appropriate technol-
ogy, production and  technical 
support services for animals, crops 
and fisheries. In Bicol, the three 
provinces of Masbate, Catanduanes 
and Sorsogon are included in the 
program. (Lovella P. Guarin / photos cour-
tesy of SAAD PPMO Catanduanes)

SAAD beneficiaries in 
Catanduanes receive

over P2M worth of 
farm implements

Melrose T. 
Bernal (left), 
SAAD Pro-
vincial Co-
ordinator of 
Catanduanes 
led the dis-
tribution of 
interventions 
to the benefi-
ciaries.


