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Colleagues in the government, partners from the private sector, friends
from the media, guests, ladies and gentlemen, good morning.

We are pleased to announce that the poverty situation in Eastern Visayas
has significantly improved. As reported by the Philippine Statistics Authority
(PSA), the full year 2018 poverty incidence among population in the region
dropped by 10.36 percentage points over the course of three years or from
41.22 percentin 2015 to 30.86 percent in 2018. Similarly, poverty incidence
among families declined from 32.95 percent to 23.99 percent. The
substantial decrease is attributable to the significant cuts in poverty
incidence in all provinces of the region with Biliran having the lowest
poverty incidence among population at 19.75 percent, followed by
Southern Leyte (23.60%), Leyte (28.61%), Samar (29.05%), Northern
Samar (34.03%), and Eastern Samar (49.54%).

Poverty gap or the ratio by which the average income of the poor falls below
the poverty line decelerated by 3.8 percentage points or from 9.2 percent
in 2015 to 5.4 percent in 2018. Likewise, the severity of poverty or
proportion of families or individuals whose income is not enough to meet
even the basic food needs reduced by 1.8 points from 3.5 in 2015. Also,
the Gini index, which measures the degree to which household income is
evenly distributed, improved by 1.9 percentage points over 2015-2018. All
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