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 The life of a farmer is never easy, as a farmers’ association president 
quipped during the turnover of 2016 SAAD Program farm machinery/equipment in 
Brgy. Old Manunca, Sta. Rita, Samar on February 8, 2019.  The ill–effects of  
climate change, the searing heat during El Niño and mud that clings to the feet in 
La Niña, escalating prices of farm inputs, and other agricultural concerns,  
exacerbated by domestic problems, render farming practice frustrating and  
oftentimes tiresome to the ordinary food producer, especially the middling ones. 
  
 The scenario highlights the need for consultation with the farmers on their 
specific requirements in order to address their various concerns.  This, SAAD  
Program carried out with the stratified Multi–Year Planning (MYP) workshops held 
in 2018, documentation of which was featured in the September 2018 issue of 
Peryodikit.  Plans from all sectors, from the national to the farmer level, were  
deliberated to make certain that opinions from all stakeholders were considerably  

included.  

 Periodic monitoring activities 

likewise provided program management 

the opportunity to get a grasp of what’s 

afoot at the grassroots level.  The two 

monitoring activities conducted in  

September 2018 and January 2019 were 

instrumental in getting first–hand  

information about farmers’ experiences, 

their joys, travails, and hopes for  

themselves, their family, and community. 

 From testimonies of project  

recipients, it was heartwarming to learn 

that the interventions put in place by the 

program made a dent in varying degrees 

in their life. Some of them were already 

able to make home improvements using 

the income they derived from the  

endeavor.  Others have leveled up from 

production to processing and  

value–adding activities to  

become micro–entrepreneurs. 

 SAAD Program inter-

ventions also include the  

development of farm-

er s ’  ca pa c i t i e s 

through specialized 

trainings on appropriate 

technologies, aside from handholding 

and mentoring activities conducted  

during regular visits of field personnel to 

their farms.  After a lifetime of rice  

farming, some have only realized the  

value of full fertilization upon undergoing 

Farmers’ Field School and experiencing 

increased volume of production.   

 First–time corn farmers in  

Malitbog, Southern Leyte, cultivating six 

(6) hectares. of rolling hills, were  

previously hesitant to venture into  

hitherto unknown territory because of 

uncertainties about marketing the  

voluminous product, but upon  

assurances of OPA and PPMSO–

Southern Leyte that their harvest would 

be contracted for purchase by PHCCI, 

they proceeded to plant the commodity.  

 SAAD Program’s promotion of 

farm mechanization through the  

provision of equipment/machinery and 

small tools runs parallel to the  

Department of Agriculture’s thrust to 

mechanize farms in order to improve 

productivity.  Qualified FAs became  

recipients of these technological devices, 

such as tractor with complete  

accessor ies ,  i r r igat ion pum p,  

multi–cultivator, thresher, etc. after  

having undergone rigorous evaluation.  

Currently, the beneficiary groups are  

enjoying the use of these equipment, 

which according to them are an  

immense help, lightening their burden, 

while ostensibly lowering production 

cost.     

Certainly, management cannot 

discount the reality that a handful are 

still at the start–up level up to the  

present time due to a confluence of  

factors, but most have already reaped 

the fruits of their hard work through 

sheer industry and determination. 

From the foregoing, which shows 

vivid proof of the projects’ impact in the 

life of farmers, there is consistent  

gradual improvement in their status, not 

only in their production and income, but 

more so in their knowledge, practices, 

and attitude towards farming, which is 

their lifeline to advancement. 

 No doubt, more positive  

testimonies are forthcoming as SAAD 

Program advances into the midterm.  

SAAD Program reaches out to as many  

beneficiaries as it can serve to make a  

difference as the country goes full  

momentum into agricultural progress.  

 



 In a blitz of successive  

deliveries to selected municipalities 

in Samar Island, poultry heads  

consisting of ready–to–lay  

chickens, native chickens, and  

mallard ducks, were transported to 

and received by agriculture officials 

in different locations and drop–off 

points from February 12–15, 2019.  

Subsequently, the birds were  

d is t r ibuted  to  ident i f ied  

beneficiaries at 6 heads per farmer. 

 Six hundred (600) heads of ready–to–lay chickens were delivered in equally same number to 

Dolores, Maslog, Gen. MacArthur, and Quinapondan, Eastern Samar, while 432 heads per municipality 

were delivered to Mapanas, Palapag, and Lapinig, Northern Samar.  For the native chickens, which are  

replacement stocks, 360 heads per LGU–recipient went to Silvino Lobos and Lope de Vega in Northern 

Samar.  Earlier on, 180 bags of layer premium feeds were delivered to Silvino Lobos and same number of 

bags to Lope de Vega on January 31, 2019.    

 Two hundred forty (240) heads of mallard ducks were  

respectively brought to the following LGUs:  Catubig, Las Navas, and 

Pambujan, Northern Samar; Borongan City and Hernani, Eastern  

Samar; and Hinabangan, Matuguinao, San Jose de Buan, San  

Sebastian, and Talalora, Samar. 

 Veterinarians of the Livestock Section, DA–RFO 8 who  

facilitated in the inspection of the fowls accompanied the deliveries. 

 Meanwhile, one hundred forty–six (146) bottles/vials of drugs and biologics were respectively 

transported to Northern Samar and Leyte.  They comprised of multivitamins (10), wound spray (20), Iron 

Dextran (10), dewormers (100), Oxytocine (4), and Oxytritra cycline (2).  Twenty–one (21) bags complete 

fertilizer (14–14–14) were likewise delivered to the Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) in Calbiga, Samar 

on February 8, 2019 for use of FBs in the Ube Production Project. 


